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Q. So a deposition, or a statement, or an
affidavit like this might be suﬁmitted in a trial
in a court of law. Fair enocugh?

A. Yes.

Q. Alright. But did I also review with you
shortly before we started the videotape the
definition of an oath as given under the Catholic
Encyclopedia, namely “an oath is an invocation to
God to witness the truth of a statement.” We
talked about that generally before --

A. Right.

0. -- we started this statement. Correct,
or affidavit?

A. Yes.

Q. And are you willing to answer questions
and give testimony today consistent with that
religious definition of an cath within the
Catholic Church?

A. Definitely.

Q. You understand that allegations of

sexual misconduct with a minor by a cleric or a

priest, in particular, is a very serious charge?

A, Yes.

Q. And you certainly would not give any
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Q. Okay. Alright.

A. And he came running up and I was, you
know, excited. Tell me about your first
confession, how was it, how do you feél, what
happened, and he --

Q. As any normal mom would ask their --
Right. Yeah.

A. Yeah. I mean -- And he said, oh, it was
fine. It was fine. He goes I had to wait in line
for a while. He says and then I went in, and then
the -- I believe he said and then we said a prayer
and then Father told me to take off my pants.

Q. Well, let me -- let me stop you right
there. You said then Father told me to take off
my pants. Was your understanding at that time
that he was referring to Father Burnett?

A. Yes, I thought he was referring to
Father Burnett.

Q. Because that’'s who was scheduled to give
him his first confession. Alright. I‘m going to
ask you a few --.obviously, some questions after
this, but on that same scale of 1 to 10, being 1
I'm not sure if that’s exactly what he said or 10

being I‘'m certain that‘s exactly what Dave told
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Released April 2014 Q. Have you seen in reports of either
2 Father Burnett or Bi;hop Imesch in recent months
3 as to whether or not anybody has been taking
4 responsibility for sexual abuse of minors by
5 priests in the Archdiocese of Joliet?
6 A. I -- There was an incident -- Gosh, I'm
7 not quite sure -- It was in springtime where there
8 was a letter written by Father Burnett to the
9 parish of st. Mary’'s stating that it was all a lie
10 and he didn’'t do anything, and Bishop Imesch, I
11 actually felt sorry for him because he had all
12 these priests that were, you know, accused and
13 some convicted of abusing children, and had one of
14 the last days before he retired he was on TV and
15 they interviewed him, and at the end the reporter
16 said, well, Father -- Father, what do you think
17 about all those pedophiles, and he turned around
18 and he said we didn’t have any pedophiles in my
19 archdiocese. We didn't have any pedophiles.
20 Pedophiles mean they were prepubescent, and all
21 these kids were 13 or older -- all the accusers.
22 I mean, does it make a difference if you’re 12 or
23 if you're 13? You‘re still abused.
24 Q. The reports of, in the popular press, of
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to the best of your ability considering the
seriousness of the issue at hand, the alleged
abuse of a minor by a Catholic Priest, and
coﬁsistent with the two ocaths that we talked
about. Fair enough?

A, Yes.

Q. Alright. And, if called, you could
competently testify to these additional facts and
questions that I asked of you. Fair enough?

A, Yes.

Q. Alright. I believe these are all the
questions that I have. So I'm sure we will not
return, so unless asked at a later date. Thank
you so much for coming today.

A. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: This is the end of the
affidavit. The time is 3:41 p.m. The rumning

time of this videotape is 59 minutes and 54

seconds.
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related to any of the parties to the aforesaid cause, nor am I
interested in any manner in the said cause or in its outcome.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

affix my seal of office, at Chicago, Illinois this 10th day of

7y Jdle

NOTARY PUBLIC

October, A.D. 2006.

My commission expires:
4 September 15, 2009.
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RESPONSE OF FATHER BURNETT

Prepared
By

Patrick Reardon
(Civil Attorney for Father)
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6-15-68

2-15-74
7-14-78
6-20-90

6-19-02

Er. James Burnett

(Ordained 6-25-68)

to 2-15-74 Associate
to 7-1 4-7‘@ Associate
to 6-20-90 Pastor
to 6-19-02 Pastor
10 Present Pastor

Fr. Burnett’s Priest File

000033

St. Charles Borromeo,
Bensenville

St. Mary Parish, Mokena
St. Mary Parish, Mokena
St. Peter & Paul, Naperville

St. Raymond Cathedral,
Joliet

Fr. Burnett’s priest file was reviewed and there are no

allegations of any type of misconduct.
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RESPONSE OF FATHER BURNETT

C, Prepared
By

Patrick Reardon
(Civil Attorney for Father)











