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SPESIA &AYERS 
E. Kent Ayers 
James C. Byrne 
John M. Spesia 
Christian G. Spesia 
Jeffrey S. Taylor 
Martin J. Shanahan, Jr. 
M;nk A. Lichten\'Mitcr 
Gabriel G. Orcnic 
Michael R. Stiff 
Tricia M. Pellegrini 
Michael S. Hopkins 
H. Richard Hagen 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 
OfCounsel: l\Jf T M J hn · E 
Thomas M. Ewe'rl~r. errance . o son, sq. 
Kent Slater North Pier Chicago 

455 East Illinois Street 
Chicago, Jllinois 60611 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Attorneys at Law 

August 1, 2011 

Re: Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet 
==:--== 

Father Formusa Records 

l4l5 Black Road 

Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Ph 815.726.4311 
Fx 815.726.6828 

www.spesia-ayers.com 

Douglas F. Spcsia 
(l940-20l0) 

As per a Court Order, I am enclosing Diocesan records of Father Formusa consisting of 
the following: 

1.) Priest f'Ile of Father Formusa (total pages 406) 
(A Privilege Log relating to this priest file) 

2.) The Secret Archive file of Father Formusa (total pages 108) 
(A Privilege Log relating to this archive fi le. 

Names of Accusers 

The names of all those individuals who have made accusations have never been made 
public and the existing Protective Order prohibits their disclosure. 

JCB/skm 
cc: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, JCD 

The Honorable Michael Powers 
Mr. Patrick Bradley, Esq. 
Mr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq. 
Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq. 

My Best Regards, 

SPESIA & AYERS 

By=~~~~!Jr 
~C. Byrne 

Established 1899 

-------··-·----·- · ·--··------··-·-·-- · ·~----------------
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£/mmaa.ufate C!onaeftlon C!fzurtah 

Raldwoo"' £llltno£.s. 

000035 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. R. Blanchette, V.G. 
310 ~ridge Street 
Joliet, Illinois 

Dear Monsignor 1Hanchette: 

May 31, l9o4 

I hereby resign as Pastor of Immaculate Conception 
Church, Braidwood, as requested by the Vicar General. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~ 
~ 

Rev. Sal Formusa 
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Rev. Sal Formusa 
151 East LeMoyne Parkway 
Oak Park, illinois 60304 

Dear Father Formusa: 

~- .J'~~ 

August 11, 1970 

With reference to coming to the Chancery Office 
occasionally for work, I have checked with Father Murray, and 
Father Murray does admit that quite often he did not have work 
lined up for you. As you know, the work here is specialized 
work, and so that would explain some of the difficulty. 

Since you will be going to school, we will not be 
expecting you to come to the Chancery «!lice. 

While you indicated that you would not be expecting 
any money, 1 have instructed our bookkeeper to continue to send 
a monthly check o! $100. 00. In this fashion, I do hope that we are 
showing paternal concern for your welfare. Kindly keep in touch 
with us also. 

Wishing you God's blessings, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Jdiet 

RRB/sma 
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Rev. William Ryan 
Chaplain 
St. Joseph's Hospital 
2900 N. Lake Shore Drive 
Chic.ago, Illinois 60657 

Dear Father Ryan: 

:tv;tay 25, 1972 

Our Father Ryan, Chancellor. of the Joliet 
Diocese, indicated that you wish to receive a letter concerning 
employing Father Forrnusa, priest of the Diocese of Joliet, 
at St. Joseph Hospital. 

Father Form usa took some special courses at 
Loyola UniversitY which has qualified him for some work in 
mental health. The doctor with whom Father Formusa has been 
in contact at my request has indicated to me and to Father 
Formusa that he could seek employment at certain mental health 
clinics. 

Confidentially, tftieldoctore told me that he knows 
that at these clinics Father Formusa would be under supervision. 
Wherefore, if at St. Joseph Hospital he will be supervised, and 
i.£ this work is in line with what I have mentioned above, then I do 
give my permission. I would add another confidential reservation 
(again at the suggestion o.f the doctor) that Father Formusa's work 
not be with children. Naturally, I know that you will observe this 
confidence. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop o! Joliet 

RRB/sma 



Released April 2014

/ 
I 

C.-

.~~-.~?,,RMUSA SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JO,~~.._ 

The Reverend Sal Formusa 
151 East LeMoyne Parkway 
Oak Rark, Illinois 60304 

Dear Father Sal: 

·., 

June 14, 1971 

You must think u'lat I have really forgotten about you, having promised to 
call che other day. After I spoke to you, I managed to land in the hospital 
for a couple of days with a rather severe nosebleed, but I am back to work 
now. By this time, I think you have received Bishop Blanchette's ~etter, 
outlining the possibilities for your work. I think that you will agree, after 
reading his letter, that the jobS3at Lewis and/or St. Procopius would be 
quite out -of the question in terms· of the ideas expressed by the Dr. and 
Bishop Blanchette. I am confident, with your good offices, that you will be 
able to find something more in kee}>ing with your training and with the 
recommendations of Doctor and Bishop Blanchette. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

DLR:jam 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Reverend DanielL. Ryan 
Chancellor 
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\~ . 
August 20, 1971 ;;· 

Memora.ndwn: 

On August 19, 1971, in answer to a request from 
Father For:musa, I told him that in view of the restrictions 
placed upon him by the doctor, I did not see how I could in 
conscience give him a parish assignment. I urged him to see if 
the degree that he has in counseling could be put to use with the 
Mental Health Clinic, as suggested by the doctor. I also · told him 
that I would see if there would be occasional work here at the Office. 

I promised also to send him Low .Mass stipends. He 
says Mas~ at home and helps out on Sundays at St. Charles Borromeo 
in Bensenville. 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/sma 

. ' · 
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Rev. Sal Formusa 
Apt. lB 
6770 N. Sauganash 
Chicago, Illinois 60646 

Dear Father Formusa: 

August 13, 1973 

First of all, let me tell you that the time I suggested 
to you to see if Catholic Charities would have some work for you, I 
had no specific recommendation that your work would be with pre-
marital counseling . I guess that when we had our guidelines promulgated 
and the Catholic Charities had to step into the picture on a quick notice, 
they undoubtedly thought it rather convenient to assign these cases to you .. 
Had I been consulted ahead of time, I would have told them what I have 
recently told them a.fter consultation with myadvisors; namely, that I do not b :. 
believe that priests or religious should be involved in this particular 
phase of following our guidelines. First of all, t-he young couple are in 
contact with the parish priest, they also know that eventually the final 
decision is made by the Bishop, and if theperson at the Catholic Charities 
Office is also a priest, it seems to me that they will have an unbalanced 
view of the situation. Moreover, I as the Bishop would like to have the 
layxnan's professional view on this matter. 

Consequently, while I admit that our Office {not I directly) 
did receive some complaints-- and these complaints were not always 
dealing with cases that you were itbrolved in, - -this was the occasion of 
our reviewing our policy. We came to the conclusion that we did not 
want to alienate the young couple, and that it would be good for the couple 
to have the interview with a qualified lay person and that it would be 
good for the Bishop before making his final decision, that he would have 
the parish priest's view and then the vie~ of the lay person. 

I trust that the above will in some way remove the doubt 
that exists in your mind that there is aparticular complaint from a particular 
young couple in this case, and I hope that it also indicates to you that the 
presence of other priests or religious at the Catholic Charities Office does 
not mean that they are the ones to interview the young couples in the future. 

Wishing you God ' s blessings .I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ. 

RRB/sma 
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Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette 
425 Summit Street 

August 9, 1973 
6770 N. Sauganash $.~reee 
Chicago, Illinois 60646 

102 

Joliet, Illinois 60&35 000083 
Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

I was surprised the other day when the secretary at Catholic 
Charities informed me that I was relieved of my duties as counselor of 
pre-marital cases . 

I am sure it was not because of my poor work; for I gave my best 
efforts these last six months. I have tried to be thorough and conscientious 
both in my personal interviews and in my written reports. I surmise it must 
have been some complaint you received from one of the young couples and/or 
my brother priest. · I don't know who they are nor do I wish to know. · 

Wi thout consulting my files I do recall a case I had without 
remembering the names. I remember this case as I remember others which present 
special problems. This couple from the outset seemed uncooperative, as if 
~esenting the interview and unwilling to communicate freely. There was something 
phony about his attitude which was not hard to detect. 

I ask almost all the young couples toward the end of the interview 
questions pertaining to sex, such as, their attitude toward 

control, toward pre-marital sex, the relationship of se.x and love in 
married life, etc. I never ask these uestions in suggestive or lascivious 
way nor do I have any intent to stir pru~ient interests. 

I asked this young gentleman whether he thought sex was important 
in married life. He displayed a hurt look and,in his feigned naivete, answered 
that sex was not important to him and he wasn't getting married for that 
reason. When I asked his girl friend the same question, she was more honest 
and open, admitting that sex was important but not of prime importance. 
Thereupon I made a general reflection . (and I based this reflection on my 
previous interviews) that young men before marriage are reluctant to admit 
the importance of sex whereas young women are more frallit. I was not offensive 
when I made that remark, nor did I ask him any personal questions, such as, 
if he had e ngaged in pre-marital sex, etc. But he took offense at my remark 
and perhaps similar ones, and told me about it afterwards. I told him that I 
was sorry if he took offense at my questions but they were not meant to be 
offensive, and it was not my fault if he was offended. As I say, these are 
routine questions I put to most couples. Why did he take offense at them, 
and the other couples did not? 

The only explanation I can see is that he was on the defensive. I 
ask these questions to test a person's genuinity and honesty. If he is evasive 
and tries to hide, then, to my mind he is a phony. And a phony person uses 
defensive maneuvers to . justify his position and even accuses and complains 
against the investigator for invasion of privacy. 

If I had said some thing wrong I would be the first to admit it, 
but here is a case where I am guilty before· I can prove my innocence. Everybody 
has a right to voice a complaint if he deems he is right, but the accused 
should have an equal right to a hearing. 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

C~atzcery 0/f;ce i. · ~,; : ~ · 
42~ SU"'MIT STRI!ET 

JOLIET, ILLINO IS fl043~ 

June 28, 1976 

The Reverend Salvatore Formusa 
6770 Sauganash Street 
Apartment 1 B 
Chicago, Illinois 60646 

Dear Father Formusa: 

000096 ° 

~- . ; . ;. 

I hereby appoint you in residence at St. Anthony's 
Parish, Frankfort, Illinois, effective on July 1 or· at a time · 
convenient for you and Father Frederick. It is understood that 
you will continue to do the work you are now doing at Catholic 
Charities. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joltet 

RRB :kms 

cc: The Reverend James Frederick 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend Salvatore Formusa 
St. Anthony's Parish 
R.R. t 
Frankfort, Il 60423 

Dear Sal, 

OU01.2G 

January 4, 1985 

I received your recent letter clarifying your present 
situation. It is certainly confusing and I am not certain 
about how all of those arrangements were worked out. 

First of all, let me answer some of the questions 
you raised in your Jetter and then I want to make a proposal 
to you. My understanding is that you are a resident at St. 
Anthony's in Frankfort and are not assigned there. Presum­
ably when you were asked to go to Mokena as chaplain of the 
residence, that was considered some kind of an assignment. 
Since St. Anthony's has paid half of your salary- each month, 
they should continue doing that as long as you are a 
resident. 

money 
year. 
but I 

I cannot determine why you did not get the amount of 
which you should have gotten for the last half of this 

I wish you had brought that to my attention earlier, 
do not think any-thing can be done about that. 

I would think that because you worked for Catholic 
Charities during this calendar year they would be responsible 
for paying your entire retirement costs and one-half of any 
yearly benefits that are due you. I will leave it up to you 
to clarify th~s with Catholic Charities. 

One question I have is concerning your duties at 
Mokena. Do you receive a Mass stipend from them for Masses 
that are offered there? Do you receive any money from them 
for the services you provide for them? It certainly seems 
to me th~t somewhere along the line an arrangement should 
have been worked out with Mokena to pay for part of your 
salary. 

Your celebration of your golden jubilee will certainly 
take place at St. Anthony's, no matter where you might be 
assigned. 

Now, for my prop~sal. I would like you to become 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOUET, ILUNOJS 60435 
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Reverend Salvatore Formusa } i:2;:.· 

administrator of St. Mark's parish in Wheaton for three 
months beginning on January 18th and continuing until· 
April 21st. Father Art Maher will be taking a 
sabbatical at St. Patrick's Seminary in California and 
will be gone during that time. You would have full 
responsibility for a~ the parish. There is 
a seminarian deacon,lllllllllll, in residence who would 
be familiar with most of the practices at the parish. 
While you are there I would expect you to serve the 
people of the parish as though you were assigned there 
on a regular basis, providing sacramental ministry as 
well as being present for their various meetings and 

-

ams. There is a Benedictine priest, Father 1111 
, who provides weekend assistance. 

I am not sure how longlllllllllllllwill be on 
vacation, but there are two po~tions if he 
is not b~ck by January 18th. You could either find 
someone to celebrate Eucharist at the Sisters' Residence . 
(I would expect the Sisters to compensate that priest for 
his serviee.) or we could get someone to take care of 
St. Mark's for a few days, at l east . I would much prefer 
that you go to St. Mark's on January 18th, since your 
ministry there will be full-time compared to only 
celebrating t he Eucharist at the infirmary. 

I would appreciate it if you would contact me,· 
preferably by phone, to discuss this matter if you have 
any qu~stions. You might also have questions about 
some of the other comments I made in this letter, please 
do not hesitate to ask me about them. 

With every best wish, 

bc-RBverend James Frederick 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend Salvatore Formusa 
St. Ant hony's Parish 
R~R- #1, Sauk Trail 
Frankfort, Il 60423 

Dear Sal , 

. 000130 

January 10, 1985 

Effective January 19, 1985, I am appointing 
you as temporary parochial administrator (Canons 539 -
540) of St. Mark's Parish in Wheaton. 

I want to· thank you, Sal, for acc~pting this 
assignment and I apologi.ze for you having to cancel your 
vacation plans. I did not intend for you t6 do that. 
While Father Maher is pursuing hi9 sabbatical studies 
you will have complete responsibility for the administra­
tion of the parish. Naturally, during t hat time, the 
normal routine that has been established in the parish 
should be followed.· Should there be any unusual 
circumstances or if you have any questions, p lease feel 
free to call Father Donnelly or myself. 

Since you will be acting as parochial adminis­
trator for three months, I would urge you to participate 
in the Cluster meetings of the priests of your area. 
Father Maher has been deacon supervisor for ~ 
a seminarian from Sacred Heart School of The~ 
would ask you to continue this supe~vision, in so far 

that ossible duri Father Maher's absence. I 

I am sure there is no need for me to continue 
on with a long list of what is to be expected of you. 
Let me put it very simply and say that you will be 
responsible for everything in the parish just as a 
pastor would. 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, IlUNOJS 60q35 
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Reverend Salvatore Formusa 2. 

'"'\ 

Again, I want to thank you for your willingness 
to accept this assignment and I assure you of my prayer­
ful blessing as you begin this ministry. 

Sincerely in C~rist, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

cc-Reverend Arthur Maher 
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February 19, 198 5 

Dear 

This office has been retained by 1111111111111 to represent her · in 
the matter of a claim against Cat~ies, Father Forrnusa 
and yourself, as a result of the injuries ~he has suffered when 
Father Forrnusa became sexually involved with her while he was her 
therapist. 

As we understand it, you have been made aware of the specifics of 
this situation during several meetings in 1983 and 1984 with our 
client, Father Formusa ~nd others when an attempt was made to 
resolve the matter. 

As you can imagine, this type of case is always a difficult and 
sensitive one for all parties involved. As a result, it is often 
in everyone's best interest to attempt a settlement prior to 
filing a suit. We would like to discuss this option with you and 
Father Formusa prior to initiating a suit on behalf of our client. 
I f you are interested in exploring this option, please contact 
this office within 10 days. · 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

- ---· - -- --- 0 
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October 21, 1988 

Reverend Salvatore FoEmusa 
P.O.Box 46010 
Chicago, IL 60646 

Dear Sal, 

Many thanks for your note and the copy of the 
letter which you sent to Mr. Byrne. I did see you at 
Mundelein, but regret also , that I did not have a 
chance to talk to you. I had to leave dinner early for 
some reason or other. You continue to look well. Keep 
it up. 

I found vour let te:r to Mr. Byrne quite 
interesting. I kn~w that his statement for serv i ces 
might seem large to you, but I am certain that his 
charges would be significantly below what any other 
lawyer might charge you. In addition, I have a great 
deal of confidence i n Mr. Byrne's competence. I have no 
doubt that in this instance he was responsible for 
saving you an awful lot of money, despite what you 
might think about the outcome. There is no doubt in my 
mind that had the plaintiff or the lawyer for the 
plaintiff . been more aggressive, there would have been a 
much higher settlement. No t only do I think you should 
pay Mr. Byrne's entire bill, but I \,·ould even think 
that you should light a vigil light for him ! 

Maybe we wil l get a chance to see each other 
when we have our diocesan j u b i larian celebration on the 
evening of November lOth. I hope you can come. 

Prayers and best wishes to you. Keep well. 

Sincerely in Chr i st, 

Mo~end Joseph 
Bishop of Jo l i e t 

bc-Mr. James C. Byrne 

L. Imesch 

42:, SUMMIT STREET. D UET. ILLINOIS 60435 
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Most ~ev. 3oseph L. Imesch 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, 11. 604~5 

Dear .Hishop: 

-~~ 
St. Jose ph, the Worker 
p,-o. U.ox 46010 
Chicago, Il. 60646 

.l thank!: you for your kinct words on my 67th anniversary of the 
priesthood. 1 don't deserve your praise, but I appreciate it - it 
makes me feel good. 1 marvel how you find time to remember anniver-

ssed with ther matters. 

1 agree with you that the priesthood is a gift from G.od ("rou 
have not ~hosen me, 1 have chosen you 11 }, and •\our gift to the j...ord :/ 
Every day I thank ~od that I am alive and that 1 am a priest. 

l' m not good or lucky at wnning prizes, so J. cant help you with 
t\the gift that continues to give and give• ! ••• .A.nd -r can• t call myself 
a prophet of Vatican II. But f totally agree with you that ~•many people 
do not appreciate everything that a priest is and does." You hit the 
nail on the head. 

l~m reading a book by Conrad\\', Baars, Jii.l). on "Healing the Un­
affirmed. )) 1-te claims that many people (including priests) suffer from 
a deprivation neurosis because they have not received affirmation or 
appreciation from others starting from childhood and through the growth 
stages of life. Lacking emotional support from others, they 'tfind it im­
possible to establish normal emotional rapport with others."· ··In a group 
~y feel like strangers and to make conversation is extremely difficult 
for them? '1~sually they become so fearful that they withdraw from the rest 
of th.e group and stay by themselves&\ ••••• c•.~reprivation neurotics may be 
capable of establishing superficial contacts with acquaintances, but these 
never develop into emotiona l ly sqtisfying friendships.,... it is not sur­
prising that they feel lonely." (I include myself among these neurotics) 

when the Cardinals of the U.S. met with the Pope, the Holy l-ather 
deplored the tragic crime of some priests, but then expressed his thanks 
to the many priests for- their labors in God's vineyard. ! was glad to hear 
that becnuse that's vmat we priests really need. 

We live in a sinful world, a world that tolerates sin but does not 
toler~te the sinner. Our LOrd did not tolerate sin, but He tolerated the 
sinner. He forgiilve many of them, even some close to llim. 

MAY 3 2002 

- • ..... - - - - -· - - - · · --·-- · · - - 4 -- - - - - - • -- · - · · - -·--··- - - -- -- - -- --· - · .... __ ·- -·· ---·- --- · --- - ·-····. --



Released April 2014

I 

' 

/ 
! 

FR. FORMUSA SCAN FROM THE· DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 265 
Redacted April 2013 

000256 

The world does not understand the f ragility of human nature a nd 
is unwill ing to forgive. The Church is the body of ~hrist, and this 
body has a human element, a nature prone to sin by reason of original 
sin. The world does not accept the redemptive work of Christ and con­
demns the sinner. The Church accepts the redemption of Christ ( 11 I did 
not come to condemn the world but to save it 11

) and is willing to for ­
give repentant sinners. 

The liberal press splashed its derogatory articles against erring 
priests and complacent bishops and cardinals not only to tell the truth 
but to ma l ign the C:,hurch and its founder who shed the light of the gospel 
on a world mired in the darkness of sin. 

Excuse my lerl;}hY letter, 1 was angry and had a bone to pick with 
the press . forgive me if you do not agree with my thoughts and feelings. 

~ly yours, 

._ev. ~al Formusa 
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November 30, 2002 

Sister Judith Davies 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 60435-7193 

Re: Clergy Abuse by Father Salvatore For.musa 

Dear Sister Judith: 

I recently found your name on the Diocese of Joliet website as .the contact person for 
reporting cases of clergy abuse. For many years I have wanted to report a case of adult 
clergy abuse that happened to me in 1977. 25 years. is. much. too long to. carry this. around 
unresolved, but it has taken me that long just to get to the point where I can talk about it. 
Now I just need to get it out. I am glad that these cases are. now being. acknowledged, 
and am especially encouraged to see that the person to whom to report these cases is a 
woman. Perhaps you can imagine how you would feel if this person did. these things to 
you. I hope you will feel, as I do, that this behavior was very improper. The 
perpetrator's name is Father Salvatore Formusa, and no matter how old he is. now, or 
even whether or not he is still alive, I need to report it. 

I first met Father F orinusa in late 1975.7 when I was 29 and living in Joliet. I had. gone to 
the Catholic Charities (back when it was on Bridge Street in Joliet) for marriage 
counseling, with my husband at the. time_ Father Eormusa was the counselor .there~ Both 
the marriage and the counseling were off-and-on, and then on the first of the year of 
1977, my husband moved o¢ of the house,. demanding .a divorce. Shortty afterwards, I 
talked to Father Formusa alone a few times at the Catholic Charities office, and the abuse 
began. After I stopped going. to the Catholic. Charities because. of his behavior, he 
showed up at my home on several occasions, unexpected and uninvited. All the abuse 
happened from about January until September of 1977,. growing progressively worse. 

My main complaints about Father Formusa's behavior are: 
At the Catholic Charities office: 

Sitting in my lap 
- Grabbing me and hugging me tightly,_ pressing. up .. against me, then saying, 

"Why are you so cold?" when I tried to pull away 
At my home: 

- Sitting in my lap (this bappenedman.y times) 
- Pulling me up against him and hugging me tightly so I couldn't get away 
- Pressing up bard enough. so 1could feel his. heart pounding 
- Pulling me into his lap and wrapping his arms tightly around me 
- Putting his arm around my waist, then moving his hand upwards 
- Tickling me under my arms, on the ribs, midriff, and stomach 
- Running his hands up and. down my ribs 
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Grabbing and jiggling a handful of ftesh on my midriff 
- Pulling me down on my couch, then sitting right next to me, putting his arm 

around me so tight that I couldn't get away 
- Leaning his head against mine 
- Trying to put his face up close to mine 
- Heavy breathing in my ear 
- TeUing off-color jokes 
- Tel6ng me about his prostate trouble 
- Whispering remarks with explicit sexual content in my ear, including 

"When's the last time you had a good orgasm?" 
- Saying things like, "It might do you some good to have an affair," and 

"When you get your divorce, we can get married." 
- Stretching out on my couch and 1·esting his head in my lap 

These actions were too repeated and too persistent to leave any chance for 
misinterpretation. The sexual content in his talk was very obvious. I consider Father 
F ormusa guilty of sexual harassment, sexualahuse, assault and battery,. unlawful 
restraint, invasion of privacy, psychological abuse, abuse of power, and infliction of 
emotional distress. His. taunting remarks like. "Wh.y are you so cold?" and .. What.'s the 
matter?" made it sound like there was something wrong with me instead of with him. If 
he was at all qualified. to be a counselor,. he had to know the damaging.effects.Qn me. 

Below is a Timeline with a history ofFather Formusa's behavior, and more detailed 
back-up information as. best I can. :remember, with.m.y best estimates o£ when. they 
happened. It shows a pattern of repeated and escalating misconduct. The events in 1975 
and 1976 are mainly background information,. with the reaL problems fi:om.rQughly 
January - September, 1977, beginning after he had known me a little over a year. 

Late 1975: I began going to Father Formusa at the Catholic Charities for marriage 
counseling with my then-husband My husband attended sessions for a while, then 
stopped coming. 

Apri~ 1976: My husband moved out of the hause. 

May, 1976: I took a job made the mistake of telling 
Father Formusa about it.. 7nJ! where. he. had no 
business, asking for me. This annoyed and embarrassed me. I was new on the job, and 
visitors were not allowed. He got away with it just because he was a. priest. 

Around July, 1976: I quit my ~b. which wasn't working out well. Around that 
same Father Formusa suddenly showed up at my house, saying, '1 can '(find 

" I was shocked I had no idea that he knew where I lived He must have 
gotten from the Catholic Charities records_ He. couldn 't have come. there by 
accident. I told him haw to get to Spencer Road, but he just stood there smiling smugly, 
making no move to leave. Just to be. polite, and because he was a priest, 1 let him in the 
hause, but I resented this intrusion. He made some small talk and then left He did not 
make any physical advances .at this time. He stopped at the house again a-few more times 
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after that, still not making any physical advances. I thought these visits were 
inappropriate and embarrassing, and certainly an invasion of my privacy. 

ouoz74 

August or September, 1976: My husband had moved back into the house. Father 
Formusa showed up at the house once while my husband was there, and then didn't come 
to the house again for quite some time after that. 

December, 1976: Father Formusa called me and asked how things were going, and 
asked if he shauld close the case. I told him he might as well close iL But the worst of it 
was to come in just a matter of weeks. 

January, 1977:.. I talked to Father Formusa again on the phone. On the first of the year 
my husband had moved out of the house again, demanding a divorce. I went alone to an 
appointment with Father. For.musa. at his office at the Catholic Charities. I knew by then 
that the marriage was never going to work out, and wanted the church's point of view on 
the situation, and information on how to get an annulment. Since Father Fonnusa 
already knew my husband, I thought he may have some helpful information. I think I 
went to his office for three or jour appointments. I don't remember exactly. 

When I was getting my coat on to leave at the end of an appointment, Father Formusa 
started to help me with it, then suddenly grabbed me and hugged me tightly, pressing up 
against me, saying, "This is what you need " When I pulled away, he said, "Oh, -
why are you so cold?" 

I wen(for another appointment, thinking this wouldn't happen again. During this 
session, his phone rang, and he answered it. He then left the room for a few mimaes. 
When he returned, he stood by the door for a minute, staring at me, with a peculiar smile 
that made me feel uneasy. Keeping his eyes fixed on me, like an animal does as he circles 
his prey, he walked toward his chair, started to sit down, then suddenly c~e over and 
sat on my lap. I was stunned I said something like "What are you doing?" and tried to 
push him away. He laughed, and then leaned back harder, pressing back against me. I 
kept trying to push him away, but he stayed on my lap until my legs went numb from his 
hard bones pressing into my thighs. I thought of yelling to get someone 's attention, but 
was too embarrassed I was afraid the people in the office downstairs wouldn't believe 
me if I told them what happened, that they would believe a priest before they would 
believe me. When he finally let me go, I was debating whether to tell the ladies in the 
office what had happened, but when I went downstairs, the people were gone and the 
lights were off. I realize now that he had probably set the appointment for a time when 
he knew the office people would be leaving early. 

I made the mistake of going for another appointment, and he sat in my lap again. I 
stopped going to the Catholic Charities after that. 

February or March, 1977: Some time after my last appointment at the Catholic 
Charities, Father Formusa showed up unexpectedly at my home. I was taken aback, even 
though he had done this a few times the previous summer. I didn 't think he would do 
anything in froni of my kids, and I thought that he would respect my wishes in my own 
home. I didn't want him there, but I had a lot of trouble asserting myself, which was one 
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of the reasons I had gone for counseling in the first place. I don't think anything 
happened at my house for the first couple of visits. But then he started touching me 
again, putting his arm armmd me and sitting in my lap. As time went on, he became 
more and more aggressive a11d imistent during his visits. There was more sexual content 
in his talk. first innuendoes, then becoming more specific and overt. At least my children 
were too young to understand the thmgs he said, but they saw a lot of the things he did 

Once, in desperation, I even told my ex-husband about it, hoping against hope for some 
kind of support from him, but he only said, "I daubt that he was making a pass at you. 
He's a priest. " I didn't tell anyone else after that, for fear of the same reaction. 

ormusa showed 
up at my once pretext giving me a copy of an article about 
annulments. I showed him a copy of the divorce papers I had filed, and told him I didn't 
need marriage counseling anymore. Instead of staying away from my hmtse, he shawed 
up several more times, becoming more aggressive and insistent with the unwanted 
touching. Perhaps it was because he knew that the marriage was over, and I hadn't yet 
built myself a good support system. 

July, 1977: The divorce was final. Father Formusa continued showing up the house at 
times, his behavior As his so did 

Fall, 1977: I would guess there were around 8 or 10 visits to my home, between around 
January or Febroary 1977 to around September of 1977. I had never once invited him to 
my home. The visits always caught me off-guard I always felt put "on the spo~ " 
wanting to be polite, unable to bring myself to tell him to go away, even though I didn 't 
want him there. There were just enough times that nothing Jappened to make me think 
that the misconduct had stopped, but then it started up again. Just when I thought he 
wouldn't come to the house anymore, he would show up again. I didn 'twant him 
around. but I had a mental block abaut defying a priest. I cauldn 't find a solution to it. 

Once, maybe around September, 1 'm not sure, I actually managed to pull away from his 
grasp and yell at him after he whispered a particularly offensive remark to me. I was 
finally becoming convinced that, priest or not, he had no right to treat me like this. 
Nobody would expect me to put up with such offensive behavior from anyone else. My 
anger at him was finally getting stronger than my fear. My capacity for embarrassment 
was diminishing somewhat. This may have been the last time he came to my house, but 

( I'm not sure. I don't remember when was the last time, but I think it was sometime in 
\ early fall of 1977. 
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Some months after he had last been at my home, I thought I saw him driving toward my 
hoose as I was driving away. I just kept going. I realized then that, whether or not it was 
him, I would not have let him in the house again. I got away from him before anything 
worse happened, but I often wonder if he moved on to someone else even more vulnerable 
and unable to fight back. 

For several months afterwards, the memories would float up and catch me off-guard at 
odd times. For instance, at one point, while shopping, I had been thinking about his 
behavior, and became so angry that I almost passed out. Other times I tensed up if I saw 
someone who looked like him, or a tall man dressed in black, or even a car. similar to his 
copper-colored Plymouth Volare. For many years afterward I felt stigmatized and angry. 
I hated him for doing this to me, and hated myself for not knowing how to handle it. 

It doesn't matter to me whether or not any of this is legally actionable. rm more 
concerned with the moral aspect than the legal aspect. The statute of limitations does not 
make the facts go away, nor does it make the impact on me go away. It doesn't reset my 
belief syste~ or restore my faith in the church. If Canon Law considers a priest "home 
free" just because the victim has been too afraid to come forward, it only protects priests 
who prey on those who are the most vulnerable. 

ffthere had been only a single incident of misconduct, I probably could have worked 
through it and let it go. But this · and inct·easJmgl 

All of this behavior was unwanted by me. There is no way Father Formusa could have 
thought otherwise. I told him to stop. I tried to push him away. I tried to pull away from 
his grasp. Other times I .il:Jst froze in fear, trying to think how I could get him away 
without risking him coming back at me. He would say I shouldn't be so cold, that this is 
what I needed, and grab me so tightly that I couldn't get away. When I would try to push 
him away, he would become even more aggressive, and restrain my movements more 
forcibly. I was afraid to provoke him, because he was bigger and stronger than I was. He 
even seemed to enjoy my discomfort and embarrassment. I was afraid the situation 
would get even more out of hand. I was also afraid to tell anyone about it. I didn't think 
anyone would believe that a priest would do such things. I wouldn't have believed it 
myself, until h happened to me. 

I don't want to make any of this sound worse than it was. There was no sex, and no 
touching of intimate body parts, other than pressing up against me. I know that many 
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people have had far worse experiences than mine, but that does not trivialize JJJl.0~77 
was unwanted touching, which is legally assault and battery. All the specific sexual 
content of his talk made me very uncomfortable, especially coming from a .._Priest. He 
was blocking and restraining my movements. This is unlawful restraint. My 
intimidation did not give him an excuse for what he did. 

The impact on me from Father Formusa's behavior was stress, anger, emotional 
tr~ insomnia, and depression. I felt degraded, humiliated, embarrassed, and 
concerned about gossip and damage to my reputation because of him showing up at my 
home. I felt almost like I was being stalked. The only feeling I can think of to compare it 
to, and I can only imagine it, would be as a victim of rape or incest- something 
unthinkable, unspeakable, dirty, too shameful to talk about. I just didn't want anyone to 
lmow about it, and I felt like a fool for not knowing how to handle it. Besides, in spite of 
my objections, I wondered if I had done something to invite the behavior of this old, 
repulsive, obnoxious creature. Intrusive thoughts still surface sometimes, especially 
during times of stress, or whenever there is a news story about clergy abuse. This whole 
memory is like a low-grade infection that flares up from time to time, and then goes ba<~k 
into remission for a while. 

I don't see how the church could have allowed this to happen. I would think they would 
know somebody better before they would let them do counseling. He did not seem to be 
accountable to anyone, but seemed free to do whatever he wanted. I wish I had reported 
this sooner, but didn't know where to report it, and was afraid of not being believed, or of 
being blamed for it. At the time I thought I was the only one he had done these things to. 
It never occurred to me that there may have been others. 

Father Form usa bas taken the church away from me. His assaults on me were not 
only physical, but spiritual. He has robbed me of the solace I used to get from the 
church. 1 am unable to trust priests. I can't tell which ones can be trusted, and can't 
afford to take a chance on being alone with one. I never register in any parish, because 
they ask your name, address, and telephone number, and I don' t want any surprise visits 
at my home. I wanted an annulment, and felt that Father Formusa had information that 
could help to get it, but gave up on the idea. I didn't want anyone contacting him, for 
fear that it would trigger him trying to contact me. Keeping him away was more 
important than getting the annulment. If I were sick, I would be too afraid to let a priest 
visit me, either at home or in the hospital. As I get older, this is an increasing concern. 

My purpose in writing this letter is not just to vent, but to find an end to this story. I 
need for this unfinished business to be finished. For many years rve done nothing about 
it, hoping that time would heal these wounds, but doing nothing bas accomplished 
nothing. Time has not made these ugly memories go away. Once I've done all that I can. 
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even if that is just reporting it, then maybe this memory will at least stop festerin~.t\Q~78 
only come to terms with this if some kind of justice is done, if Father Formusa is 
punished, or at the very least, reprimanded. This is the only way I can feel that it is really 
over. If he retires or dies with no consequences to his behavior, then no justice will be 
done. I also want to warn others that these things do happen. Reporting my experiences 
may also help to corroborate other possible complaints about him. I don't want this to 
happen to anyone else. 

I am looking for validation of my belief that Father Formosa's behavior was wrong. 
This may help me free myself of it. If anyone is going to make excuses for him, or 
trivialize what happened, I need to know that, too, so I can find a way to deal with it. 

I am not looking for an apology from Father Formusa-it would mean nothing to me. I 
would doubt its sincerity. Nor am I looking for sympathy or pity from anyone. All I 
want is justice, and protection for other people from predators like that. 

A priest should not be exempt from the behavior standards that apply to everyone else. 
If anything, he should be held to a higher standard, since he is in a special position of 
trust. His status as a priest does not excuse his outrageous behavior. Most workplaces 
have policies against this kind ofbehavior. I have seen people lose their jobs on grounds 
of sexual harassment for much less offensive behavior than this. I have even seen men 
removed from bars for similar behavior. Yet Father Formusa got away with behavior that 
would not be acce(!table in any other situation or by anyone else. The fact that he was a 
priest got in the way of the fact that he was a pervert. At the very least, he should be 

(~ expected to meet conduct standards required in the workplace. 

( 

Please tell anyone who does counseling not to touch their clients, not to sit in their laps, 
not to go to their homes or workplaces, but to keep a professional distance and 
objectivity. I hope you will consider some of my suggestions, if they are not already in 
place: posting in the waiting room a code of conduct, as well as a place to report 
misconduct; a system for client input (anonymous, if desired), such as comment cards 
similar to those used in restaurants, or evaluation questionnaires similar to those used in 
colleges; a spot check on suspect counselors, such as opening the door momentarily 
under some pretext. 

In retrospect, I think Father Formusa has very likely done the same things, or worse, to 
others. In fact, I now think he may have been dangerous, that he could have hurt me, or 
worse yet, my children. I always felt threatened when he was there, afraid to make him 
angry. I think I can now understand more about how it happened. He had probably been 
setting me up for a long time, gradually and intermittently building up more contact. By 
the time he started coming on· to me, he had known me for a little over a year, and knew a 
lot about me. I was a good target. He knew that I was not a confrontational person by 
nature, that I tried to avoid conflict; that I was a "people pleaser'' who tried to maintain 
harmony. He knew my tendency to defer to authority, and my view of a priest as some 
kind of ultimate authority. My life experience back then was too limited for me to be 
able to assert myself. I had been raised in a very strict, traditional, even scrupulous, 
Catholic environment, where people over-idealized priests. They made excuses for 
them, thought that whatever a priest did must be all right, that he must have a good 
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reason for doing what he did. I couldn't be a match for this professional predUM.<\~y9 
mind, he was bigger than life. Hindsight tells me that I should have never let him in my 
home, and that I should have called the police, no matter how embarrassing that would 
have been. If this happened today, I would be able to handle the situation very 
differently. 

Marriage counseling was a perfect set-up for a pervert like this. It made him privy to 
all kinds of personal information about people, such as their backgrounds, their 
weaknesses, their reactions to things, as well as where they lived, and whether they were 
alone. He knew which people were too na'ive and inexperienced and intimidated to know 
how to handle unexpected situations. He used all that information for his own personal 
agenda. It provided him with a pool of victims. I think I was carefully selected from that 
pooL He knew my weaknesses, and took advantage of them: my inability to stand up for 
myself: my tendency to freeze when frightened, my embarrassment. He knew what he 
was doing. He probably knew I would be afraid to say anything about what happened. 

Writing this letter bas been difficult and embarrassing, but I hope I can at least 
accomplish something by it. If nothing else, it has helped me define some of the issues. 

( - If it had been anyone but a priest, it would not have haunted me for so long, and I would 
-. have managed to come to terms with it many years ago. Only someone who is Catholic 

can understand the tremendous power that a priest has over people, particularly when it is 
combined with a counseling relationship. This man is a disgrace to the church. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I would appreciate an acknowledgement of 
this letter, and your reaction to it. I hope there is at least something you can do about 
this, because I really need some closure. If you have any questions for me, please feel 
free to use the contact information below. 

Sincerely, 

'-. 
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Diocese of Joliet 
Ch-;;;;;;,- ·---·---------· ·--·-· -- ----· ·-·-··-------- ·-------·-- - - --- ---------·- - · -· 

425 Summit St. 
Jolie!, Ill inois 60435 

MEMORANDUM 

April3, 2006 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Salvatore Formusa 
St. Benedict Nursing & Rehab 
6930 West Touhy 
Niles, IL 60714 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

Diocesan Website 

8 15-722-6606 
Fax 815-722-6602 

000387 

The Diocese will be listing on its website (www.dioceseofioliet.org) 
the names, ordination dates and status of all diocesan priests who have 
had a credible/substantiated allegation made against them while they 
were serving in the Joliet Diocese. I realize this action may be disturbing 
to you but it is being taken primarily to facilitate healing and bring closure 
to those who have been abused. 

Your listing will be as follows: 

Salvatore Formusa 4/27/35 Retired 1985 

My prayers are for you and for all of those who have suffered 
because of sexual abuse and who still need healing. 

May God bless you. 

~.tWI.f.~~ ter Judith A. Davies: SF 
Chancellor 

- ---··-·······-- ·-·- ··· - ·--
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF DU PAGE 

) 
) 
) 

. . 
ss 00"0079: 

IN THE CiRCUIT COURT OF TilE . 18th 
. ' JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

.. PEOPLE OF niE ·STATE OF ILLINOIS . . ) 
) 
) 
)' 

vs 

SAL ~ORMUSA~ 
Defendant 

) 
) 

INFORMATION 

, . 
• 

\villiam V. Hop£, State 1 s Attorney in and for· "the Coui1ty. 
of DuPage) . Illinois by A~ONY M. PECCARELLI , Assistant . 
State' s· Attorney, nmv appears before th~ Circuit Court of the · 
18th Judicial Circuit, and in the name and'by the authority of 

· The Peonle of the State of Illinois states that · 
SALFORMUSA _ did on the 26th day of :June, .1968 ; 

·at and within D•tPage County, Illinois, commit the offense of 
INDECENT LIBERTIES WITH A CHILD . -----·----

IN THAT he, SAL FORMUSA, a male person of the age of 17 years and 
. upwards, with intent to arouse his sexual desires, lewdly .fondled · 

and touche~; a female cbil~ under the age of 16 years, 
to with: 9~tion of Chapter 38, Section 11-4 (a) (3)., · 
Illinois Revised Sta.tutes 19~ 7, a~d agains't th~ pe..ace . and di$~1 ty of .. · . 
tbe same· People of the ·State of Illinois.· · . 

· STATE 01<' ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF DU PAGE 

) 
) 
) 

ss 

l-11LLIP..M V. HOPF, State's At~y.: 

BY: -----
ANTHONY M. PECCARELLI 
1st ·Assistant States Attorney 

-~ONY M. PECCARELLI,·ls~,· Assfstant State's Attorney, 
being first duly sHorn on oath deposes and s~ys_that he has read 
the foregoing Inform~ tion by him subscribed, and tne se.me . i.s true . · 

Subscrib.;d and st·mrn to befm:e 
me this 1st day of Ju~y, 1968 _ .. _______ . __ ... ___ . __ 

Notary Pu'blic 

l~Assist~nt State's Attorney --

486 
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... .., 

.t)tt0080 

I have examined t:he above Information ·and the person 
presenting the same and have he4rd evidence thereoQ..~.,~P.d am 
satisfied that there is probable cause for fiJ_ing sa·me . · Leave 
is given to file said Information> and the Clerk of this ·Court 
shall i!Jlillediately issue capias for arrest of defendants named 
h~~in. · · 

Bail fixed at $, 5, 000. 00· 

JUDGE 

\UTNESSES: 

Filed this 

\ 
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COUNTY OF DU PAGE 

·:·. -~0$~~· .. -.~ ··· ... 
I .. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL 
. CIRCU~T, DU PAGE COUNTY,. 't~i.'.I!NOl~ . 

rEOPLE Of TH~ STAT& OF ILLINOIS, 
. .. ·. ' . .. · Plaintiff 

.. . . vs. 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

0 R, D E R 

. ··:.· 

NO • 

.... ~· 

this cause coming on for hearing, and the State's Attorney 

· represe.nting to t~e Court t ha.t the basis of the charge herein i~ a . 

. · sexual assault against a child under the age of thirteen years, and 

the State 1 s Attorney moving for examination of. the defeqdant by ~vo 

qualified psychiatrists pursuant to Illinois Revised Statutes, Chapter 

23, Section 2401 .et: seq., . and preliminary int:ervietv of defendant by a 

c:: ~ychiat:dc _case ~orker,_ the ?ourt having j-urisdiction and tieing fully 

Jvised ~~ the ,premises, · 

IT ~S HEREBY ORDERED that defendant, ----~SA~T~·~F~O~R~W~IS~AL-----~' 

and/or persons to whom the defendant is known,,. shall be interviewed by 

psychiatr~c case worker, who shall submit a 
.. ·, 

wri tten social history of said defendant to each exam~ing psychi atrist, 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that defendant, ----~sA~L~F~O~at~ru~s~A~-------> 

shall be personally_examined -----, M.D., and 

--~---'M.D., qualified psychiatrists, who shall each 

·submit a written report of such examination to this Court on or before· 

Aw=:ust _5. 1968 

J U D G E 

.TED: 

~· 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF DU PAGE ) 
t)uoo82 

IN TilE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
.JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
) 

vs. ) 
SAL FORMUSA, ) 

Defendant ) 

NO. ______________ _ 

------~S~AL~~F~ORMU~~SA~---------------------' the above 

named defendant, is accused of-------------------------

INDECENT LIBERTIES WITH A CHILD ----------------------------------------------------' 
being advised of the nature of the charge and of his 

rights> hereby waives in open Court prosecution by ind:i.ctment 

and consents that the proceeding may be by information instead 

of by indictment. 

Defendant 

Counsel for Defendant 

489 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Cf.atiC~rt/ 0/Jco 
~~!t s;>UWMIT STRI:ET 

.IOLI£1'. JLLtNOf!t G0-43~ 

491 

. 
uttoos~ 

. ~'t 

The Rev • S3.lvatore FOl'lliUS!l. 

151 I.el'lO-yne Avenue 
Oak Park, nlinois 

Dear Father Formusa: 

July 2, 1968 

This letter "Ifill confirm the termination of your appointment as Catholic 
Chaplaill to Centnl DuPage Hospital, i'Tlll!ield, and the tenrdna. tion of' 
:your resj.dence at St. L\lke 1s Parish, <n1•ol Stream, ef.fective l~nday, 
1 July 1966 . This ts:r.mination or your appointment and residence ·Has 
communicated to :you by the phone call o.f the Chancellor, Father Daniel 
Ryan, on Saturday, 29 Juns 1968 .. 

You are gre.nted heret1ith a leave o~ absence from the Diocese of Joliet. 

· l1.sking God to bless you, I am 

RJV:l m 

SincereOurs in Christ, 

. -4- 6}~/)- tl GJ-1.,{",<:2/. . ~ 

The Host Reverend R. J. Vonesh 
Vicar General. 
by Specia.l ·t.~ndate of the Bishop 

o.f Joliet 
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LAST ,_~ •. • • l 1969 j .fi.L ~ V.h.dY 196!,( NEXT MONTH 

1968 December tuGs s M T w T F s 1969 February 1969 

SMTWTI'S 

1 2 :3 4 5 6 1 

( 

. . . 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
5 16 17 18 19 20 21 

_ _ ,a 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13'14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

'--------t 26 27 28 29· 30 31 

9: 

11:00 

11:30 

12:00 

12:30 

tOO 

1:30 

2:00 

2:30 

3:00 

SMTWTI'S 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 1 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 

004 SAT:: JAN. 4, 1969 361 005 SUN., JAN. 5, 1969 360 
/ 
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April 16, 1~71 · 
151 Le M~n~iP.~~ay 
Oak Park, Illinois 60302 

Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Hishop Hlanchette: 

' t 

Two years ago Loyola University initiated a program in 
Counseling Psychology for Professionals in Religion • . I was fortunate 
to join this program at its inception and to satisfy all its requi~ents 
(several prerequisite courses that I had to take). Now o~ group will be 
the first to get our M.A. in counseling psychology this June. After due 
deliberation, Loyola has decided to continue this prbgram .in the future 
and will seek special funding for it. There is a growing interest for 
this program among candidates, as well as a need to apply and implement 
it in the local community. 

I would like to put to use my knowledge in this field in the 
Joliet diocese either in the educational area on the college level or 
in some community counseling service. I think that I am qualified to 
teach general psychology in college and/or to initiate a student 
counseling program. If there is no such opening for next fall, then 
perhaps I could help do counseling work through some agency or community 
service. I need not do individual counseling {there are others better 
qualified than myself), but rather I could be a reeource and consultant 
to the pastoral needs of the community. 

This May I shall have finished sixteen courses and forty-eight 
semester hours. I did a practicum in psychotherapy with student volunteers 
under t:t'pervision, and also a practicum in a city mental health clinic. 

Because of my interest in the educational and counseling fields, 
where I can do more effective work, I do not wish to return to parochial 
life, tho~h I am still helping out at St. Charles Borroaeo's on Sundays. 
After ·I finish my comprehensive examination the first week of .May, I 
shall confer with Sr. Ciatteo and get his advice. 

· I hope that you will kindly consider my suggestions and plans 
for the future and help me to achieve my goal. Abiding by your decision, 
I remain, 

t .: ~ 
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Rev. Sal Formusa 
151 East LeMoyne Parkway 
Oak Park. Illinois 60302 

Dear Father Formusa: 

me. 

June 7, 1971 

was kind enough to call me recently 
seen him and warited him to contact 

Since approves of your employment 
to give psycho-therapy to adults , provided there is no family therapy 
and no contact with children, I hereby grant you permission. 
Doctor indicated to me that you would be a beginning therapist 

and would be under supervision as a beginne.r. He indicated that 
you should have no difficulty in finding a position at a community 
mental health clinic. He also indicated that for the time being you 
are going to live with your brother. He further stated !:hat while you 
did not wish to be involved in parish work, you would be willing to 
say Mass. 

Consequently I do grant you permission to continue 
the present living arrangement, to get a position, · and if you wish 
to help with Mass i n a parish on the eastern end of Du Page County -
for example, Eensenville- you have my permission to do this. 

I woi:lld hope that you would drop in to s ee me some 
time during the summer to talk matters over. 

Wishing you God1s blessings, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Joliet 
RRB /sma 
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Dear Msgr Murrayt • ~- .,, ·~· 
( 
•, 

( · 

( 

I _ _ _ 

I 

~his h~s~ nothing to do With the marriages papers 
enclosed .in this letter~ 

I wonde~ if ypu .know' the· 2 scandals that 
have · ~sened this whole neighborhooeff :: first the old~ one . of about 100 
yea!t"s·' ago with Father Shinique, the <;ana dian Ca tho lie prie$t that brough1 
the French settle~s from Canadato this neighborhodd and broke with th&. 
Catholic Church and took most the frenck people around: here . a1ong. 

Bishop Blanchette.~ knot-Js all abou.t it ~ and knows the money trouble 
we ha,ve? e ·spe:cially with the~ French. 

I wonder mr · even the Bishop 
knows:: about the .s·econd of recent years• 

- -·-•r ·- •--
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i 
t 
{ 

Herer-:11 the peo.J;le:" know -about the· ca:se' l~and jok&. about it and about 
the ·~ " Waterga-teJin the Kankakee'. / 

Does·: Father Formusre knol>r ·tha:.t he sits 4n a time; bomb 
which may blow-: up if he makes the sligtest mistake or d·oes:: or s~ys: 
something-.:. that may be"" perfectly innocent but maybe:• misunderstood. 

I £or one shall neve;t>.~ scend1 a g~r1 a~ one to that Charity Office -

only when her husba~d or somebody is~ with her~. 

I wonder mf. the~:Bishop knows~ the:· case~ • 

If you or the ,Bishop want the.., a-dvic~ o.f:'an old: .man: 

Taken Father FOrmusa'• out o::r_~ KAt~ 

( :marr~age business:~ - with tbe·.~ Pastors!. 

~ --. .......... 

I 

ti i ou ARE 1-1AKING TH:E LUTHERANS OF TH$SE: DEk~IES: VERY,. VERY BAPPT .u 

.. 

( _ 

~~ . . . . 




