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455 East [llinois Street
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Dear Mr. Johnson:

Attorneys at Law

August 29, 2011

Re:  Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet

Father Howlin

1415 Black Road
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Ph 815.726.4311
Fx 815.726.6828

Www.spes ia -ayers.com

Douglas F. Spesia
(1940-2010)

As per a Court Order, I am enclosing Diocesan records of Father Howlin consisting of the

following:

1.) Priest file of Father Howlin (total pages 733)

2.) A Privilege Log, for documents in this priest file.

3.) Review Committee Records - consisting of 116 pages with bate stamp numbers
and an approximate equal number of pages of “responsive comments” by Father’s
Canonical Representative and the “Review Committee summary of evidence” and

exhibits.

4.) A Privilege Log for two pages of those Review Committee records.

5.) Review Committee Minutes of June 24, 2004 — Finding the allegations credible.

Established 1899
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Thursday May 8, 1958

The Most Reverend Martin D. McNamara, D.D.
Bishop of Joliet
Joliet, Illincis

Your Excellency:

I am writing this letter to humbly ask if you would
consider receiving me into the Diocese of Joliet to serve
both you and the people of the Diocese as a Priest. I have
received permission from His Eminence, Cardinal Stritch, to
transfer from the Archdiocese of Chicago for reasons which I
shall state and upon which the body of my request to you is

based,

My remote reason for asking to change to another
Diocese is my desire to work in a smaller diocese. I was born
in 2 small town and have since lived a number of years in sub-
urbia, That atmosphere has always appealed to me much more
than that of a large metropolis. If the proper envircnment
promotes more effectual work, then I believe a smaller
Diocese would help me toc better realize my vocation.

The proxXimate reason, however, for my decision rests
on ny own apparent academic deficiencies, Latin seems to be
a major obstacle in the progress of my studies. I have not
failed in any of my subjects, but academic marks fail to
indicate assimilated knowledge, I know that Latin is a basiec
barrier for me in assimilating the Sacred Sciences which are
the essence of the academic preparations for the Sacred
Ministry, This is a constant source of worry and anxiety to
me, with a consequent tenseness and nervousness, Although
this is a personal decision, it has been made with the help
of competant advice,

These two elements then, a desire to serve in a smaller
Diocese and a hope that I could continue my studies with a
greater peace of mind at another Seminary has motivated me to
make this reguest.

Although I know very little about the Joliet Diocese,
I have been able to accumulate enough knowledge to ask per-—
mission to serve you. My reasons for choosing Joliet can be
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Chancery Office

719 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO 11, ILLINGOIS

January 8, 1960

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that Carroll Howlin of the Diocese of Joliet
received the Second Two Minor Orders on December 20, 1959 at St.
Andrew's Church, Chicago, Illinois from His Excellency, The Most
Reverend Vincent Brizgys, D. D., Auxiliary Bishop of Kaunas in

Lithuania (temporarily residing in Chicago).

Rt. Rev, %sgr. g%etus Ei' 0'Donnell

vy
-
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“USTICHNAIRE

A decree from Rome, issued Dec. 27, 1930, urges the Reverend
Pastor of the candidate for Subceaconship to answer the follow-
ing ouestions conscientiously:

1. Is the cleric zealous and devout in fulfillinc the duties of
piety, i.€., meditation, attendance at ilass, visi} w the

Blessed Sacrament and recitation of the Rosary?
2. Does he receive the Sacrapents of Fenance and Holy ‘ucharist
frequently and devoutly?

3, Does he perform his ministry diligently and conscientiously
while he assists at Sacred Functions?

teaching Caechismyduring vacation? No e

Le Was he ze Lous in 1
d? R
5. Does he devote cdre and diligence toward enhancing divine

worship, toward the good implied in the care of souls; does
he manifest interest in the exact perfoymance of ministryg:

whjle he assists at Sacred Functigns? pr4 %‘/
e & WJZ@ otbee) ossnis e

6o In what study does he manifest interest and with what diligence?

harbor hatred against faith and good morals?

8. Does he wear the clerical garb when he is a2 m duri
%JZ

7+« Is he given over to reading profange books and paP%'_s Whic% é/t’

9. Did he associ with anyone of ill repufe; or even with such
of good reput®e, to such an extent as to cause scandal and ad-
miration among the faithful; does he cherish familiarity with

persons of the opposit sex; or did he ere uent plaés thag /f/

are scarcely free from suspicion? }Z /7

18, Was he honest and upright in speech?

11, Has he oceasioned critical remarks about Ecclesiastical cuse-

toms, doctrine and precepts? py %—« zoﬁ/ -
WM.
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12,

13,

1he

15,
16,

17.

The

00069

24
How did he conduct himself tm-rard boys aud girls and other
persons of both sexes? ‘

Is he inclined toward the comforts of addieted

to m& prone to worldy pleasures? M %:Z
d h_is

Does he maniffst charity; submission and respect t
superiors?

What is t_rg public opinion concerning his vo_caticn?,ﬁv{

Are there in his parents any indications of some infirmity
especially of the mind, or some evil habits which giw
grounds for suspectmg them of atavism? J 7 )5

Are the parents er anyone else of the family forcing the
candidate to receive Holy Orders?

-

Reverend Pastor is to inquire from lay people concerning the

Qandidate the following:

1.
2,
3.
he

5e

Did the cleric conduct himself reverently, seriously and pru-

* dently in church and in his contact with others?

Is there any ground for doubting his, vocation? t is the
natyre of this doubt? %

Can the parents or anysne else Be s spected of cingsthe
candidate to receive Holy Orders?

Is he familiar with such as can suspe e ving no
faith or are of bad morals? ) 4

What is the opinion of prudent men iénmg % % f

A% candidate “%A—u :?_LS vogati on.‘? /

(Parish Seal) Date 3{{34“0"7,7 // j..

,/
{/
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LISLE,ILLINOIS

Wednesday May 18, 1960

Reverend Roger L, Kaffer

Diocese of Joliet Chancery Office
310 Bridge Streeb

Joliet, Illinois

Dear Father Kaffer:

In reply to your letter of May 17, 1960, I
would like to reguest the dispensations covered by
the provisions of Canons 987 No. 1, 985 No, 1, and
984 No., 1, so that I may receive the orders of
Diaconate and priesthood, Please accept my grati-
tude for the inconveniences you may have gone
through in acquiring these dispensations,

Wishing you God's blessing,
Respectfully yours in Christ,

. SRy e i _;,.:
Lisle, Illineis
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5 DIOCESE OF JOLIET
: Céancery O//Ece

310 BRIDGE STREET
JOLIET. ILLINOIS

His Excellency,
The Most Rev. Martin D. McNamara,
Bishop of Joliet in Illinois,

Your Excellency:

Realizing what it may mean to me in the future,
conscious of the source of edification which it will
certainly be for others, and glad of an opportunity
to comply with your wish, which has as its object my
own welfare and the welfare of those who may be en~
trusted to my care, I willingly bind myself for five
years from the day of my ordination to the priesthocd
to abstain from all intoxiecants.

With sentiments of reverence and obedience, I beg
to remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Barsedy L. Ml

Signature

Date: March 30, 1961 /? - ﬁ,{ y uj(;

Vicar Gemeral . Wilmez
Place: Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus

Seminary Seal:
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June 17, 1965

The Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette, V.G.,
310 Bridge St.,
Jeliet, Illineis.

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

Now fhat[Father How€1;>has left SS.
Peter and Paul, I am happy to give you a report on his
work here. He was a splendid assistant and well received
by the parishioners. He did all the work that was
assigned to him willingly and graciously. He carries
responsibility well.

Father Howlin has a special aptitude
for the teen ager who is in trouble. He seemed to inspire
confidence in them and thus would enable them to meef
their problems more satisfactorily. This was no* only
my opinion but the opinion of the police department in
Naperville and of the Illinois State Boys' School which
we now service. I hope that if you see fit you will
include these remarks in Father Howlin's record.

With best wishes, I remain

Respectfully yours in Christ,

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. F R. Stenger

Pastor.
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July 3, 1974

Reverend Carroll Howlin

St. Charles Borrammo Seminary
Route 53 and Airport Road
Lockport, Illinois 60441

Dear Father:
Effective immediately, I hereby appoint you Diocesan
Consultor for the Diocese of Joliet, according to Church

Law (Canon 426). This appointment will continue until
July 1, 1977.

Would you be kind encugh to make the customary Pro-
fession of Faith and take the Cath of Office, as soon as
possible, before the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, or myself
at the Chancery?

With best wishes, I remain,

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB:ss
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Hay 29, 1975

The Reverend Carroll Howlin
St. Charles Borromeoc Seminary
Route 53 and Airport Road
Lockport, I11inois 60441

Dear Father Howlin:

Effective June 16, 1975, I hereby appoint you
associate pastor (canon 476) of St. Pius X Parish,
Lombard, I1linois. Transferring vou from St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary, Lockport, I1linois.

I hereby grant vou general delegation for
marriages in St. Pius X Parish, Lombard, I1linois, effective
on the date on which you are scheduled to report.

Wishing you God's Blessings in your new assignment,

I remain
Cordially yours in Christ,
Bishop of Joliet

RRB :kms

P.S. Transition can be made earlier if you and Father Slade

and Msqgr. Wagner agree on this.
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The Reverend Carroll Howlin
Paul the Apostle Parish
18 North Woodlawn Avenue
I11inois 60435

c/o St.
Joliet,

Dear Father Howlin:

pastor {Canon 476) of St.

January 27, 1976

Effective immediately, I hereby apnoint pou associate
Paul the Apostle Parish, Joliet, Il1linois.

Transferring you as assocdate of St. Pjus X Parish, Lombard, I1linois.

RJIV :kms

I hereby grant you general delegation for marriages in
St. Paul thas Aﬂos le Parish, Joliet,

I11inois effective immediately.

Wishing vou God's blessings in yuur new assignment, I remain

Cordially vours in Christ,

The Most Reverand Ravmond J. Yanash
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet

Yicar Tensral

By Special Mandate

qu4{
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October 28, 1976

PERSONAL

Reverend Carroll Howlin

St. Paul the Apostle Church
18 North Woodlawn Avenue
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Father Howlin:
As I get ready to leave for various out of the
diocese appointments, I want to acknowledge your letter of Octo-

ber 22, 1976, and to tell you that I believe you have accurately
written to the Archbishop.

I also appreciate your kind words concerning our
visit. We will leave the rest to the Holy Spirit!

With best wishes, I remain

60
&8

Cordially yours in Christ,

Rishop of Joliet

RRB:cas
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July 6, 1977

The Reverend Carroll Howlin

Good Shepherd Catholic Service Center
Box 550

Whitley City, Kentucky 42653

Dear Father Howlin:

In recent weeks I have received two copies of the bulletin
of the Good Shepherd Ehapel of Whitley City, Kentucky, featuring a fine
article about you and your good work. I am happy to see in the bulletin
that you are looking so well. May God bless you in your life and work.

With kind personal regards, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
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i June, 1978
L
'|[lll"'l'll
Lo Beibop B bloeizte
P
Hello, from these "Kentucky Hills" !! I know corres-

pondence hasn't been one of my stronger virtues, but the
circle of friends of Good Shepherd Mission has grown so

large that I've had to resort to these "form" letters; and
with the help of duplicating machines donated by part of that
circle, I hope to get these "Newsey-Thank-You-Notes" off 3 or
4 times a year. I hope you'll understand and be patient if
you think I've died or the mountains have caved in on us, Hal!

3, I've finished my lst year here at the Mission --- and
what a year it has been! Getting adjusted to the culture, the
people, the frustration of poverty, the great distances we
have to travel, the treacherous mountain roads in winter =—--
the heat and dust of summer, our tiny Catholic parish of about.
20, my trying to play: cook bottle-washer, launderer, secre-
tary, business manager, shopper, house-keeper; (pastor & priest
is in there somewhere, Ha!), getting tc know new names and :
faces, being a "guide" to our many visitors (the past 3 months
has hardly seen a week without visitors), getting use to a very
slow pace of life (with its blessings & frustrations), living
'mid fantastic natural beauty and at the same time the ugliness
of human powerlessness, ignorance, injustice, medical neglect,
joblessness, the louzy Welfare system, broken-down houses,
stoves, beds, cars, and --- hearts., . . It's been quite a year!
But I'm still very happy to be down here. I love the people,
the children, the challenge, ‘the Appalachian culture, the
natural beauty, and the good Lord Who has let me be His and
your instrument, I get a "high" everytime I open the mail ===
so many wonderful supportative friends --- it scares me, I
think the Lord is letting me have my Heaven on earthl!

I haven't found my way to everyone's door yet, but they
are finding their way to mine. I usually have 3 or 4 families
here everyday for needs that Welfare, Foodstamps, and Medicare
don't cover: shoes for the children, a used alternator for
the car, gas and used tires to get to town to the doctor and
groceries, a bottle of gas, wood or coal for heating and cooking,
rent and utility bills that are over-due, a used stove to cook on,
etc, Without your help I would have to turn 95% of them away.
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March 26, 1985

Most Reverend Thomas Kelly
Archbishop of Louisville

212 East College Street

P.0.Box 1073

Louisville, Kentucky 40201-1073

Dear Tom,

It was indeed a pleasant surprise to find your
"nice" letter on my desk on my return from Ethiopia. I am
pleased to report that there was one other "nice’ letter,
at least I think it was "'nice.”

I really appreciate your sending me the article
on Pud Howlin and the team in McCreary County. I am sure
that he will be pleased by the honor of receiving the
Peace and Justice Award, but as you say, I am sure that he
will find a way to turn the spotlight on others.

I have only had a few opportunities to spend any
time with Pud, but I have been deeply impressed with his
dedication and commitment. I think it takes a special kind
of person te work in that ministry and Pud certainly
qualifies. While we would certainly have some parishes
which would challenge his pastoral ministry, I am sure
that we do not have anything that approaches the work that
he is doing for you. I know that a number of parishes
here, one in particular, have supported Pud through the
years. The pastor visits Pud a few times a year and has
invited me to go along, but as of yet, I have never been
able to clear the time, I hope to be able to do that
sometime. :

Your letter prompted some thoughts about Pud. I
am not certain what his salary arrangements are. Does he
receive a salary from the Archdiocese? For some reason I
have never brought this matter up with Pud, but I would
Iike to know how he is being compensated. Perhaps you
might have someone just call and let me know rather than
having to write me about it.

A

1
4

3

[ |

7
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March 26, 1985

Reverend Carroll Howlin

Good Shepherd Catholic Service
Box 550

Whitley City, KY 42653

Dear Pud,

Archbishop Kelly wrote me recently and told me
that you and the team in McCreary County were being
honored by receiving the Archdiocesan Peace and Justice
Award. The Archbishop said some great things about you and
I thought you ought to hear about them. He said, among
other things, '"'He is a marvelous Shepherd, a man of peace
and many gifts. His presence in our midst is a grace. He
is modest about his achievements, and I know he will find
a way to turm the spotlight on others on March 10th at the
Awards Dinner, 8o before he can deny anything I am calling
his triumphs to your attentiom.” The Archbishop also
thanked the people from the diocese who have assisted you,
and whom he says, you have frequently put to work, 'some
to hard labor."

You must know that the Archbishop is very proud
of you, as am I. That is a very special mimistry that you
carry on and few people are gifted in that way. I am
grateful for your ministry and feel that the Diocese of
Joliet is blessed in having you involved in this special
ministry to the poor.

I want you to know that I would be very happy to
have you back here in the diocese, and should you ever so
wish I would drive down myself and pick you up. At the
same time, I do not plan on asking you to returm here,
unless you indicate that to me.

We are all very proud of you and feel that the
award you have received is well deserved. May the Lord



FR. HOWLIN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.184

npt e
REDACTED APRIL 2014 G\J 0 1 H O

TMJA
Released April 2014

Reverend Carroll Howlin &5
continue to bless you and the Sisters in your ministry to
his poor.

Prayers and best wishes for a Blessed Easter.

Sincerely in Christ

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet



the Lord, ood Shepherd Catholic Mission
box 550

andmyspirit  yhitley City, Ky. 42653

rejoices

in God '
May, 1986
g my Savior.
Luke 1:45
e
: 't of the ceremony of Ordination I experi-

. _ irs ago was lying face down prostrate on the
floor of the Cathedral while the choir and congregation
called upon all the saints, angels, and powers of Heaven
to help effect that change, that Ordination. I can
remember many thoughts, questions, dreams, and uncertain-
ties that went through my mind at that time. I never
dreamed where I would be or what I'd be doing 25 years
later. I never imagined how you would be a part of

those 25 years or what great support and friendship you
would be to me. My silver anniversary celebration at

St. Paul's in Joliet brought those 25 -years into focus --
it was a most beautiful but humbling experience.

Thank you so much for not only being a part of
that celebration, your gift and presence, but for the

great gift you have been in so many ways to my Priesthood.

The carpenter of Nazareth, Jesus, has brought us all
together, because without His person, His work, His
mission -- we would have never known one another. What a

miracle!

My eternal thanks to Him and to you who have so
beautifully let His spirit touch you.

Gratefully yours,

S plen Tfurll

R. HOWLIN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.1%3 .0
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June 18, 1986

Reverend Joseph Burns
St. Paul the Apostle
18 N. Woodlawn Avenue
Joliet, IL 80435

Dear Joe,

Enclosed please find a check in the amount of
52,500 to assist you in purchasing the truck for Pud.
In the event that the other promises do not come

through, let me know and I will be happy to provide the
rest.

That was great of you to have a celebration for

Pud and to undertake the fund raising for a new truck

for him. I am happy to have the assistance of the
diocese in helping out.

Prayers and best wishes to you. Enjoy some of
the summer!

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

Enc.
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September 23, 1991

Reverend Carroll Howlin

Good Shepherd Catholic Service
Box 550

Whitley City, KY 42653

Dear Pud:

Sorry to hear you have been "boiling"l We really
missed you at the 40th Anniversary celebration of St. Paul
the Apostle. I do hope you are feeling better. I
always hear such glowing reports about you from anyone who
has been there, and it always reminds me of my own visit

80 many years ago. It was and you are an inspiration to
me . Thank you not only for what you do, but for who you
are!

With cordial personal regards, and with a plea and
a promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart,

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet
Vicar General

RLK:bid
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POIOY 18 No child may siay overmight w a8 residence o M any
oiher ptace used by a priest unless i the company of s or hey

harent of legal guardian.  Because a famikial relationship ts differem

fron any pastoral relationship, an excephon may be made for the
miatives of a prest,

If the steps oullined in the Prevention sectan of his Decree
are followed, many potential instances of child sexual abuse will be
climinated. Neverheiess, some instances might occur.  In these
cases the Chusch communily, under the ieadership of the Bishop,
must respond expeditiously and with compassion and care 1o the
vichim and the victim's family, 1o the local church oommunity affected
by the abuse, to the langer community and 1o the offender.  The
primary objeclives of this response are pessonal and communs
healing and the prevention of any lurther abuse by the offender

[ C. RESPONSE

People involved directly o indivectly i incidents of chiid
sexual abuse, indeed, even the general public ook 1o the Church for
parsanal care for victims and thelr famiiies, for public stalerments
when appropiate and for a consistent application of diocesan podicy

1. initial Tasks in Dealing with Reported Abuse

&. Reporting to Civil Authogities

The Kentucky Revised Sialute (KRS 620 030) require that all
individuvals, including those acling in an official or professionat
capacity, report immedialely any currenl suspeciad or acdual act of
child sexual abuse, perpetrated by any person, (o the Kenfucky
Cabinet for Human Resources-Depariment for Social Services  (See
Appenddix B) Agents of the Diocese are obligated to repont o the
civil awhonties and will do so without detay, unless the information s
leamed under the seal of Confession. Kenlucky Revised Statute
ggﬂ.usa provides thal anyone padicipating in good failh w making
sih a report shall be wmime from civel or cnminal iability  On the
Siher nand, failure to reporl, when someone is reguired 10 do S0, can
Esu® in a2 misdemeanof tharge The persan making the report

%”uii Sother appropriate perSonnel in the pansh of inshitiiteon wil
- O

o 3 .

=<k '

=t

cooperate with  civil authorities, wigle reiaiwng the ngie fo Geak
guiiance and legal counsel from oificials of the Dicese anclior 48
agems,

b. Reporting to Church Auihorities

POLICY 16 Any clenc, employee or seguiar volumae: who wiknesses
an act of chikd sexual abuse parpetrated by another clenc, amgloyee
o reguiar volunteer or who suspects hat such an act has ocourred or
receves a repodt of such an act, must wake the Chanceflor of the
Diocase aware of the matter. 1 the Chancellor s not availabie, tins
korraation should be given to the Vicar Generaf, ¥ the Vicar General
© ot available this information should be given to the Dwector of
Priests’ Personnal.

Arey other person who believes that a chikd has baen sexually
abused by an agen of the Digcese is encouraged o reporn the
alieged incdent to the Chancalior.

POLICY 17 The Chancelor wil keep the Bishop intormed o a4
reporied allegatinns.

POLICY 18 Oree an abegation is reportad 1o & dwoesan auihonty,
the fotlowing procedure is enacted

An immadiate report will be matie 10 the propear Civi authorily
who wil be assured of lull cooperation,

The Chancelior will koem an lovestigative Team of thwea 1o
five parsons from an approved list 1 s recommended that the
Chancelior angd the Diractor of Prigsis' Persaonnel particpate in tius
initial investigation together with othed persons rom the appropriate
professional disciplines. They will axercisa discretion and care n
determingng as scon as possibie the necessary achon to be taken
From the very beginning, care will be taken o be sensitive W tha
needs of a8 involved and 1o prevent anvone's reputation from being
endangerad by this mveshigation

8
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This team organizes the wmveslipation as the particutar
croumstances demand and speaks directly with the pamties imvatved.
Parsoms other than the accuser and the acoused may be consulied
as advigabla, The team prepares a wrilen record of the invesiigation

ard itz findings.

it ali concur that there is no probable cause 1o believe that the
prest, deacon, church minisies, employee or reguiar  volunteer
ergaged i sexual abuse and the claen s not a valid afegation the
Hishop & so notified and he suspends the process. The file is kept n
the chancery. The Bishop sees thal the acoused is notified and the
persodt who Deoughd the allogation is atso notified of the corrdusion of
the Fasaticpation.

it the claim is fudged to be wrtounded yet it is determined that
the priest, deacon, chuarch minister, smployee o reguiar volumtesr
s acted imprudently, the team may recommend o the Bishop that
the activities of the accused be restricted and that the person be
supenvised or counselied. i sich & situation concems 3 diocesan
chenc, the Bishop makes afl final decisions regarding the clenc, taking
care that s canonical and civid rghts are wpheld Whenever such 3
sftuation involves a religious pnest, brother or sister. the major
supenor wilk De noified.

it the irvestigative Team determines thers is probable caugse
hat a valwd claim exrsts, it will present lo the Bishop fts writen repont
af the wvestigation, s findings of fact and s recomanendation o
procead with action The Bishop will then inifials the action

2. Action Where There Iz Probabio Cause

POLICY 19 In an instance in which probable cause is established,
the @i&m&ug procedurs is enacted

Ihe Chancelior wili corvene a Response Team. In agdition
1o @ (hancelior, the Response Team shal include the du}cesan
Diremtordol Catholic Social Service Bureau. the Director of Priest
F‘m@mﬁei and other persons fromm an approved lisi as the -muatmn
wmﬁﬂ% i wild be the responsibity of the Response Team to
ovet@nhe following immediate responsas
io-

R .t A R T SR8 B 1 b

a. Responss Yo The Yictim

Whenaver abuse ocours, the victen and the vidlim's family
sxperience shock and anger | is essential thal eflective, immediate
anel compassionata care be provided o these individials urtid the
procechaes puthined below are cemplated  The  dmoesan Catholic
Sovial Servico Bursau or some other counselor, therapist, suppon
graup, et mudually ageesd upon by the victim and the diocese will
peovide counselingg services, i desined to he victim and the victim's
tamily

The Chancelfior will direct the accused DersoITs SUPeTY. 10

place the person on a leave of absence wom any official duties.

panding the final resaiution of the maitas. This action s in o way o
te construed as imputing guilt. During this leave of absence  regular
salary and benefs are 1o be provided for & periad ordinarily not to
axcoed thwee months. In no case will the accused be allowed to
remain in_residence at a pansh or wstittion & the Diocess where
children are present. The accused parson should seek his or her own
tegal counsal  Neither the Bishop nor any priest who may be snnbac
i the wwestigation shouid hear the confession of the acoimsed o
othes persong who may be involved.

in the case of a diocesan priest, in addition o his Lo
placed on 3 leave of absence, a temparary residence @ a disisres
o the currert assigrroent and withou! contact with children i to be
arranged i the accused is a relkious priest, rother or sister fisher
mapr superor wil e notifisd

The Utscese will assure appropnate responsibility in accord
with the ngihtiul relationshe | has with the one against whom 1he
allegation is brought. Care wi be taken that all canosical arv ohal
mgits and laws are upheld. # the accused is 3 cleric not incandinated
¥ the Diocese. a miugmm ar 8 lay parson, the Diccese will exercise

ckecrationary achon in acoord with ifs rofationshp with the accused
ared the parficutar cireumstances of the siuation.

i the accused it a dooosan priest of deacon, because of the
canonical reiationship with the Diocese resuling trom his ordination,

- 20
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ihe priast or deacon will be required o wwerge &
psychatricpsychological evabation. Soch an evaluation shadl bae
tona 1 help determine the best response 0 the over-all health of the
pilest or deacon, The evaklation shall be dong by a tacility or
courmeior approved by the Hocese.  This assessmest will be
arranged by the Diector of Priests’ Personvel.  All of those actions
are to e approved by the Bishop

. Agtion To The Local Chwich Compaunity

People firsl eaming thai & respecied leader has been
accusad, are often relsctand fo believe thal the report could ba ne
Alhough # may be understardable, this reaction can create a barden
on those who, often after 3 fong stngole. are finding the abifity 1o
g toth  importanst idosmation.  Common  responses 0 a
comemunty may inchuda grieving, depression and signiicant angey
i may be focused apainst the accused, the acouser(s) the
Oipcese, the whole Cathec Church, and maybe even God.

in order to assist the wcal commundy In s grieving, ihe
Diocese will coomingte debriefing sessions i help adkdross the burt
within the communily ard the polarization that could happen, and will
provide education and resourcs persons for furiher loBow-p.

1 Ongoing Action When There is Established Guil

POLICY 200 in an instance in which guill is astablished the ulowing
pronedng 8 snactad

B Toihe Victim

In soma casas e victim and members of the viclin's amity
Mincted by an act of abusa may requee the assistance of mendal
haaliin or social service professionals. Whaen such tragtment is calied
for, the Diocese stands ready to assist with associated costs. as gt
t‘.{rhs haaling ministry,  thoss costs are not coverad by insurance
Tabie 0 the victim.  Such matment will be provided through the
diicagan Catholic Social Service Bureau or some other counsalor,

ﬂér@st. Support group, Mc., based on a mutual agreemant between
%@mamm DHocese.

= 3 ~-21

2l

n=S9

gze

b To the Perpetrator

The guilty person wibtl be tarmumated mmadiately from ster
official mmistry The Diocese has a nghl to take action against this
sndividual to recover s udgment and legal expenses,

If the guilty person i5 a diccesan piest or deacon, sdditons
protess=es will be enacted because of the canonical relaticnship wih
the Diocsse resulling from his ondination  However, a poesi
degoon pedophile, convicted affer a trial or one who has pled gty
weill 0t b peniied 1o retum b0 active ondained minisiny.

«. T the Larger Community

The parsh conmuntly ondengoes 6 complex process of
grievirng when sexsal misconduct has taken place. The Diocase will
be avallable to asskst the communily in ways muiually deemed most
heneficia!
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Memo re: Father Carroll Howlin -2- December 1, 1995

already closed, and I was unable to reach him. I then
called Father Howlin, who told me that he and Bishop
Williams had communicated, and Bishop Williams said he
would not want to reverse your decision that Father Howlin
should not exercise ministry publicly, so the Bishop is
going to come himself to take the Mass and also to talk to
Father Howlin. He will simply say that Father Howlin is
not feeling well - which is certaimly true!

Father Howlin did say that a group of his
benefactors from Illinois were coming down for a Christmas
party, and it would be difficult for him not to say Mass,
but he would get around that.

I assured him of my prayers. He was very grateful.
I told him to be ready to come up here shortly after the
December llth meeting.

Bishop Roger Kaffer
RLK:bjd

cc: Sister Judith Davies, 0.8.F.
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e 2oPiocese of Joliet

Chancery

815-722-6606

425 Summic St
: Fax 815-722-6602

Joliet, lllinois 60435

= December 1, 1995

Reverend Carroll Howlin
Good Shepherd Catholic Services

Box 550
Whitley City, KY 42653-0550

Dear Father Howlin,

Enclosed is a copy of the allegations as you
requested.

Please note the introductory remarks. Though
confidentiality is expected, you are certainly entitled
to receive this and would be covered under “‘clergy...or
any related individuals.”

With every best wish, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,
a e
%—é'ﬂlﬂ-;@-—u/&"

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF
Chancellor
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April 15, 2002 2

Pud, you are in my prayers. I certainly hope that we can resolve
this matter quickly and favorably.

With every best wish,
Sincerely in Christ,

Z g

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

430-Bishop Roger Kaffer
Sister Judith Davies - For faxing to Bishop Kendrick Williams
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allegation was brought to our Diocesan Review Committee. The plaintiff was
asked to provide additional information, but did not do so. The Committee
decided that there was not sufficient evidence to prevent Father Howlin from
continuing in ministry. He had been relieved of his public ministry when the
allegation had been made.
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have done for him. I am glad that you are receiving support from the people
whom you have served so well for all of these years. Hopefully, whatever
lies ahead will bring all of this to a good ending.

You are in my prayers. Please remember me as well.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer
Bishop James Fitzgerald















FR. HOWLIN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO@&FU?

REDACTED APRIL 2014
TMJA
Released Aprll 2014

i

2- ApRiL 18, 2002 -
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August 15, 2002

Reverend Robert H. Nieberding
Diocesan Administrator
Diocese of Lexington

1310 West Main Street
Lexington, K'Y 40508-2048

Dear Father Nieberding:

Thank you for your letter regarding compensation for Father
Howlin during his enforced administrative leave. I am concerned that he has
had to remain in limbo these past four months while some judgment is made
upon his situation. Several times I have asked the Independent Review Board
to see if some resolution can be brought to this matter. I think it is unfair that
Father Howlin should be removed from ministry for this period of time on the
basis of an allegation. However, that is something over which I have no

control.

In regard to your letter, the diocese will certainly assume financial
responsibility for Father Howlin during this time. I will be in touch with him

shortly.

I hope you are doing well in administering the diocese. It is not
an easy task. You are in my prayers.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer
Bishop James Fitzgerald
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I feel badly for you and the people in your community. Twice,
if not three times, I have badgered the Independent Review Board to see that
some conclusion is brought to this allegation. I did not think that being
placed on administrative leave for four months without anything happening
is very fair. I do not know how to prod the State’s Attorney to come to some

conclusion.

I'keep you in prayer each day and I hope that you remember me
and the diocese as well. With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

bc-Bishop Roger Kaffer
Bishop James Fitzgerald
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF LEXINGTON

THE CATHOLIC CENTER

August 27, 2002

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Juliet
425 Summit St.
Joliet, IL 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Thank you for your letter regarding Father Carroll Howlin. These
certainly are angry times. Be assured of my prayers for you and all our
leaders.

u also for your willingness to take financial responsibility
forEather Howlin.

In His Service,

(R ;2;&4 W b

Reverend Robert Nieberding 3
Diocesan Administrator

RN:ss

AUG 2 9 2002

1310 West Main Street * Lexington, Kentucky 40508-2048 e (859) 253-1993 « Fax (859) 254-6284
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May 23, 2003

Dear Pud,

Your 42nd anniversary is the 27th of this month. I am sure you
have many memories of that day. Whatever your expectations for your
ministry were, I am sure that it did not include this situation in which you
now find yourself. Thankfully, we are spared knowing what lies ahead of us.

I hope you are doing well, at least as well as can be expected.
I know this has to be a terrible strain on you and on your people, as well.

I wish I had some good news to share with you, but the wheels
turn ever so slowly. I have been pressing the Review Committee to reach
some decision about your future, now that the State’s Attorney has said that
the statute of limitations has run on any criminal charge. The Committee still
needs to decide whether there is any credibility to the allegations brought
against you. They are having difficulty in obtaining any information from the
States Attorney’s office as to what was discovered in your case. The second
young man previously had declined to be interviewed, but that may not be
necessary now in order for the Committee to come to some conclusion. I
know this is wearing on you and I regret that.

A few weeks ago I was watching a video about some lay
volunteers of the Missionaries of Africa in Nairobi, Kenya. In the course of
the video one of the volunteers used a phrase in Kiswahili, “haba na haba.”
It means “little by little.” It had the feeling of a mantra for me, words that
were comforting, soothing and hopeful. It reminded me of the way we carry
on our ministry to bring about the Kingdom, little by little. Our work is not
accomplished on a grand scale. Usually, there are no miracles nor headline
making events. Our ministry rather is “haba na haba,” day by day, with
painstaking, persevering regularity.
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I pray for you each day and for your ministry. Please remember
me also. Together, we are building the Kingdom, “haba na haba
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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March 30, 2004

Carroll Howlin

Good Shepherd Catholic Mission
Box 550

Whitley, KY 42653

Dear Carroll,

The Diocesan Review Committee met last week. 1 was
informed that your attorney should have received information on your
situation last Friday. He asked that he be given six weeks for a response. I
am sure he will be in touch with you.

Again, I know this is a very difficult time for you, especially
during Holy Week. Were I able to speed up this process or do anything, I
would certainly want to do that.

You continue to be in my prayers and I ask you to remember me
as well.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

bc-Bishop Stanley Schlarman
Bishop Roger Kaffer
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April 20, 2004

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Bishop of Lexington

1310 West Main Street
Lexington, KY 40508-2048

Dear Bishop Gainer:

Thank you for your letter informing me of the action you have
taken concerning the writing of a column by Father Howlin. I appreciate the
difficult position you are in. I am sure Father Howlin did not give your

instruction a warm welcome.

I wrote to Father Howlin about two or three weeks ago and
informed him that the Diocesan Review Committee had conducted an
interview with an alleged victim and had sent the material on to his attorney.
His attorney said that he would need at least six weeks to respond. I do not
know what to expect from the response, but I know the matter will come
before our Review Committee probably sometime in May. I will let you

know if any action is taken.
With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

be-Sister Judith Davies, OSF
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I am sure you will enjoy the trip and come closer to the Lord by
assisting your brothers and sisters who are in need. While you are there, say
a prayer for this bishop and for the Church of Joliet.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet



QW
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF LEXINGTON
THE CATHOLIC CENTER
Office of the Bishop

July 20, 2004

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Diocese of Joliet

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

I write to express my gratitude for the telephone conversation we had last week
and also for your kindness in forwarding to me a copy of your July 6 letter to Carroll
Howlin. The tone of your letter was firm yet certainly pastoral, reflecting the fact that
we have no real option for Carroll in the light of the finding of your Diocesan Review

Board.

If T may, I would like to make a suggestion that in future correspondence to
Carroll Howlin you might omit "Good Shepherd Catholic Chapel". Carroll receives his
mail at a private post office box and not through the post office box of our Good
Shepherd Catholic Chapel. I think this would be more accurate and not give the wrong
impression that Carroll has some ongoing connection to our Catholic Chapel in Whitley

City.

Again, I want to express my gratitude for your kindness in this matter and the
promise of remembrance in my prayers to the Good Shepherd at this difficult time for our
Catholic Church.

Fraternally yours in Christ,

e Jemdl (Wefanen

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Bishop of Lexington

RWG:ss

JUL 2 3 2004

1310 West Main Street * Lexington, Kentucky 40508-2048 = (859) 253-1993 ¢ Fax (859) 254-6284
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

MEMORANDUM July 20, 2004
FOR THE FILE

RE: Reverend Carroll Howlin

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch

In speaking to Bishop Gainer the other day, he told me that
Father Howlin personally owns the house in which he now lives.

Q2L

Bishop J ﬁ’ph L. Imesch

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINGIS 60435
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¢ ease?)rf ré %ctober 2004, I wrote to confirm the facts and circumstances. At the conclusion of this

correspondence, I expressed my conviction as to why Father Howlin obviously lacked the
financial resources to bear the expense of his canonical defense and my presumption that I would
receive just compensation from the Diocese of Joliet. The Judicial Vicar then notified me that
“the practice of the diocese has been to reimburse priests for their legal expenses, if they are
found to be innocent” (Letter: Very Rev. Tapella, 21 October 2004). I sought recourse to Bishop
Imesch, on 26 October 2004.

Canonical counsel is required in any penal trial (c. 1481). The law requires this intervention of
expert legal advice in a judicial process to secure the right of defense, as most people would lack
the necessary technical knowledge. This rule of law is reflected in the Essential Norms, which
compels the diocese to supply canonical counsel “when necessary” (norm 8a). The diocese must

supply canonical counsel if the defendant cannot or will not appoint one in the judicial process.

In normal administrative processes, canonical counsel is not required, but neither is it forbidden.
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops [USCCB], in close consultation with the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith [CDF], developed an resource to provide the dioceses
with a step-by-step explanation of the various processes involved in investigating complaints of
clerical sexual abuse of minors. As noted in this resource, “There is no requirement in law that
the cleric avail himself of counsel during the preliminary investigation or that the diocese pay for
the expenses of either canonical or civil counsel at this stage of the process” (Resource, p. 11).
However, allegations of clerical sexual abuse are so particularly grave, that the Essential Norms
has decreed that “the accused will be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil and canonical
counsel...” (norm 6) and “for the sake of due process, the accused is to be encouraged to retain
the assistance of civil and canonical counsel” (norm 8a). Thus, if the diocese includes the
accused in the preliminary investigation, then the accused must be encouraged to obtain

canonical counsel; particular law obliges the diocese to advise him of his right to counsel.

The resource further indicates that “if the cleric is invited to participate in the preliminary
investigation, however, it is strongly urged that he be provided the assistance of canonical

counsel” (emphasis added; Resource, p. 11). One must observe that it is still not mandatory for
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fie’Aceuised to have canonical counsel. The accused is not obliged to appoint counsel, and unlike

a judicial process, the diocese is not obliged to appoint counsel if the accused chooses not to
appoint counsel. However, USCCB in close consultation with the CDF “strongly urges” the
bishop to secure the priest’s rights by “providing” the assistance of canonical counsel. This is
true whether the accused is participating in the preliminary investigation or defending himself in
an extra-judicial process. Such legal protections would certainly be reasonable, particularly
given that the process of imposing the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state could be

accomplished by lifting prescription and proceeding by means of an extra-judicial process.

Thus, while it may remain technically a luxury for a priest to retain an advocate, particular law
and the published guidance of the USCCB come close to describing this luxury as a necessity,
similar to the requirements of a judicial process. The norms and commentary stop just short of
compelling the bishops to provide their priests with proper canonical counsel, which would have

obviously included financial remuneration for the advocate (c.f., cc. 281, 1480, 1490).

As a priest, | am encouraged that a number of dioceses have complied with the “strong urging”
of the USCCB. One web-site observed, “...many dioceses are paying for a canon lawyer in the
preliminary stages as well. The bishop has a duty to protect the rights of his priests (canon 384)
and it is hard to see how a priest's rights can be protected if he does not have canonical counsel at
the preliminary stage, where the die is often cast” (www.opusbonosacerdotii.org/faq). Such an
approach supports the morale of the priests by measurably demonstrating the diocese’s

commitment to the presumption of innocence and to due process.

On the other hand, some dioceses have reached substantial financial settlements in certain
instances with the accuser prior to beginning or even concluding a preliminary investigation.
Thus, without any lawful process to determine guilt or innocence and without any opportunity to
defend the priest’s good name, the diocese has left its priests with the impression that there is a
presumption of guilt. Without any support in the civil or canonical process from his diocese, the
accused priest often feels abandoned by his diocese; he often believes that he is left with the

difficult task of proving his innocence with regard to alleged incidents from many years past.
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income, are the least able to pay. It would seem that those policies that refuse the strong urgings
of the USCCB to provide canonical counsel are attempts to simply impose further financial

penalty. Given the national situation, I can understand the inclination.

I respectfully suggest that I have a right to just compensation for my services as a canonical
advocate. To be denied this compensation harms me. The Archbishop of Louisville assigned me
to studies in canon law and provided the necessary resources; the Judicial Vicar of the
Archdiocese of Louisville gave permission for me to work as an advocate in this case. My
advocacy work distracts from my local ministry as the Parish Priest for St. Thomas More Parish
and from my work as the Adjutant Judicial Vicar. Given this, I am morally obliged to donate the
compensation I receive from this work for the good of the local church. Denied compensation
for my work, I am denied my right to fair and just remuneration and limited in my ability to

financially contribute to the good work of the local church.

Whether or not the Diocese of Joliet feels any compulsion to provide for my services is not the
question. Their stated policy is to provide reimbursement to their priests for legal expenses, “if
they are found to be innocent.” Every person has a right to the presumption of innocence. A
preliminary investigation is not a mini-trial. The ordinary formulates his opinion as to whether
or not it seems likely that a delict has been committed; the CDF then determines whether
prescription can be lifted and whether or not the matter requires a judicial process. The Diocese
of Joliet has denied remuneration because the accused priest has not been “found innocent.” I fail
to appreciate how the accused can be presumed innocent and yet denied reimbursement until an

administrative or judicial process concludes: their policy 1s based on a presumption of guilt.

One might argue that the Diocese of Joliet’s reimbursement policy is simply an act of charity.
Yet, if it were simply an act of charity, it would be all that much more pressing to provide for
both the guilty and innocent (c.f.,, Mt 5:43 ff.). The rationale for the policy is clear — the diocese
is providing (c. 384) for the priests’ right to lawfully vindicate and defend (c. 221) their
reputation (c. 220), and the diocese has chosen to do this by providing canonical counsel. One

might also argue that this policy does not harm the advocate but the accused, since it is only the
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May 25, 2005

Dear Carroll,

You probably would just as soon not hear from me, but I
wanted to write to you on the 44th anniversary of your ordination to the
priesthood. Iknow that these last few years, in particular, have been difficult
ones for you, for the Church and for me, also. Like you, I wish only that
these matters could all be settled. Unfortunately, that does not always
happen.

I want to thank you for your years of ministry in the Church of
Joliet and in Kentucky, where you have labored for so many years. I pray
for you each day and I ask that you remember me as well.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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December 13, 2007

Carroll Howlin
Good Shepherd Catholic Services

Box 550
Whitley City, KY 42653-0550

Dear Pud:

You and | have not had the pleasure of meeting as of yet, but | thought |
would take a moment to establish contact with you. Since | am still fairly new to
the Diocese of Joliet, and you have been in Kentucky for quite some time and out
of ministry for several years, | thought it would be important for me to reiterate
what | believe was the understanding between Bishop Joseph Imesch and
yourself, namely, Pud, that you should not be involved in any form of ministry,
and that you should not wear priestly garb or present yourself as a priest in any
way. In light of the difficulties that you have experienced over the years, | believe
that this clarity is very important for everyone’s sake, and | thank you for

understanding it and abiding by it.

It is my hope that in the coming year we will be able to arrange a meeting
between you and me or with our Vicar for Priests, Father Bill Dewan. You may
know that | was originally a priest of the Diocese of Memphis, and occasionally
when | travel south, | may have the opportunity to stop in to say hello to you.

Pud, | send you my prayers and best wishes for a blessed Christmas
season.

With every best wish and prayer, | am

Sincerely in Christ,

o astns.
Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet
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Prot. No. 245/04-22228
September 15, 2010

William Cardinal Levada

Prefect
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Piazza del S.Uffizio
00193 Rome
Italy

Your Eminence,

I respectfully submit to the CDF the Acts of the judicial penal trial against
Reverend Carroll Howlin, regarding the delict of Canon 1395, 2. The Court has
concluded that Father Howlin is guilty of offending against the sixth commandment of

the Decalogue.

At this time, Father Howlin, through his canonical advocate, is appealing the
decision. Therefore, in addition to transmitting the Acts of the case to your Sacred
Congregation, we will await further instruction in response to his appeal.

With renewed sentiments of highest esteem and with every good wish, I am
Sincerely in Christ,

+%&W

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3610

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

WVG?33
17148 September 29, 2010

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer

Rev. Joseph J. Tapella
Vicar General

Diocese of Joliet

310 Bridge Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435-6399

Dear Father Tapella:
I acknowledge your kind letter of September 22, 2010, with enclosures.
Rest assured that the documents (re: Prot. No. 245/04-22228), pertaining to
the Acts of the judicial penal trial against Reverend Carroll Howlin, have been

forwarded through the diplomatic pouch to the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain

Sincerely your%

Archbishop Pietro Sambi
Apostolic Nuncio
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RECOMMENDATION

Based on the above very credible evidence, the recommendation to the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith is as follows:

1) To affirm and uphold the Diocesan Review Committee’s finding of credibility and
thereby continue Father Howlin’s administrative removal from all priestly ministry,
without the need for an Ecclesiastical Trial.

-OR-

2) To refer the allegations to a proper Canonical Tribunal to conduct an Ecclesiastical
g prop

Trial and, during the interim, that Father Howlin remain on administrative leave and

prohibited from all priestly ministry, except for possible funeral Masses for his

parents.

Failure to have an Ecclesiastical Trial could result in injustices and potential harm to others.
On the other hand, a full Ecclesiastical Trial can only benefit all concerned which could result in the
vindication of Father Howlin or a finding that the allegations are credible, and thereby protect
children and prevent any further victims.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dated //"7/,1"7 !',// """() fe o™ :C;j"r') £y, 2 7 | )( ha /L—’
G Rev. gé'éeph ﬂlapg.ll'a

I
[Re]
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DECREE CLOSING THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION
AND REFERRAL TO CDF

Having received the report from the Diocesan Review Board in the investigation of the
matter of sexual misconduct on the part of Reverend Carroll Howlin, I accept the findings

of the Review Board that the allegation is credible.

Therefore, I hereby bring the Preliminary Investigation of this matter to a close. Based
upon the conclusion that the allegation is credible, this case must be referred to the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in accordance with Part II, Article 13 of the

motu proprio Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela.

ev. Joseph L. Imesch
p of Joliet-in-Illinois

Sis# Tudith A, Davies, OS
Chancellor

September 13, 2004
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DECREE

Canon 1722 states, “To prevent scandals , to protect the freedom of witnesses, and to
guard the course of justice, the ordinary, after having heard the promoter of justice and
cited the accused, at any stage of the process can exclude the accused from the sacred
ministry or from some office and ecclesiastical function, can impose or forbid residence
in some place or territory, or can even prohibit public participation in the Most Holy

Eucharist...”

By virtue of the fact that I have accepted the advice of the Diocesan Review Board that
there is sufficient evidence to move forward with the case of Rev. Carroll Howlin, who
has been accused of sexual misconduct with a minor, [ hereby impose the following
restrictions upon his ministry:

No exercise of public ministry
Dispensation from wearing clerical garb
Forbid contact with witnesses

At the same time, I remind Father Howlin that he is still bound by the obligations of the
clerical state. Therefore, I particularly urge him to:

Celebrate Mass privately

Fulfill the obligations specified in Canons 273-289, as appropriate
Receive spiritual direction

Given at Joliet, Illinois on this 6™ day of July in the year 2004.

Judith A. Davies, OSF
Chancellor

815-722-2256
Fax 815-722-6692

79
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Prot. N.: 245/04
DECREE CLOSING THE ACTS OF THE CASE
Since both parties have been given an opportunity to inspect the acts of the case and to
offer additional proofs in the penal case against Rev. Carroll Howlin;
and having decided that the case has been sufficiently instructed;
I, the undersigned presiding judge, hereby declare the conclusion of this case.
The Promoter of Justice and the Advocate for the Respondent shall be given one month
to prepare their animadversions. In accordance with c. 1602§1, these animadversions are

to be in writing and still fall under the obligation of pontifical secrecy.

In accordance with ¢. 1603, each party will then be allowed to review the animadversions
and to present their responses within a three week period of time.

Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois
August 27, 2009

/e Qo Yer oI

Very Rev. Michael Hack JCD
Presiding Judge

i ) M_‘;*-/{-)_' /E;V/LL\
Ecclesiasti¢al Nétary” =
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FEALL)

KEY POSITIONS IN JOLIET DIOCESE Years 1960-1987
BISHOP (B) AUXILIARY BISHOP (A) VICAR GENERAL (V)
CHANCELLOR (C) ASST. CHANCELLOR (AC) SEMINARY BOARD (SB)
VICE CHANCELLOR (VC) ADVOCATE (AD)

1960 B McNamara V/C Blanchette AC Kaffer SB Blanchette, Stenger, Kaffer

1965 B McNamara V/C Blanchette SB Blanchette, Stenger, Kaffer, Ryan (Daniel L.)

1968 B Blanchette V Vonesh CRyan VC James A Murray AD Roman Galiardi,
0.S.B. AD Paul Pusateri SB Stenger, Kaffer, Ryan

1974 B Blanchette V Vonesh C Ryan VC Daniel J. Murray ADS Pusateri, James
Nowak, Lucas Schmidt, O.Carm. SB Kaffer

1975 B Blanchette A/V Vonesh C Ryan VC D.J.Murray AD Pusateri SB Kaffer

1976 B Blanchette A/V Vonesh C Ryan VC D.J.Murray fAC WﬂhamE Donnelly
AD Pusateri SB Ryan

1979 B Blanchette A Vonesh Apostollc Adm. of Joliet Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B.

V Vonesh, Kucera, Ryan €6-Chancellors DIMurray;, Donnelly 'AD Donnelly plus

{fijten others SB Francis McDonald exec. sec.

1982 B Joseph L. Imesch (installed 8/28/79) A Vonesh, Ryan (consecrated 9/30/81)
V Vonesh, Ryan C6-C DJMiirrayzDonnelly ‘AD Daonnelly phis six othérs

1987 B Imesch A Vonesh, Kaffer (cons. 6/26/85) V Vonesh, Kaffer C Dorinelly

“AD Donielly plus eight ‘othérss

gL
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but the change of the law is not retroactive. Consequently, it is important to establish the
age of the minor at the time of the alleged sexual activity.

“When even a single act of sexual abuse by a priest or deacon is admitted or is
established after an appropriate process in accord with canon law, the offending priest or
deacon will be removed permanently from ecclesiastical ministry, not excluding
dismissal from the clerical state, if the case so warrants (CIC, c. 1395 §2: CCEO, c. 1453
§1)” (USCCB, “Essential Norms,"” no. 8).

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in enacting the “Essential Norms™
clearly stated: “These norms are complementary to the universal law of the Church . . .”
and repeatedly affirmed that they should be implemented “in harmony with canon law”
and “observing the provisions of canon law.” To insure that justice is administered
correctly, all the norms found in the Code must be observed scrupulously.

First of all, it must be noted that no. 8 of the “Essential Norms™ by its very words leaves
explicitly a certain latitude in its application by using the words “permanent removal
from ministry or dismissal from the clerical state.” Secondly this norm explicitly states
that the Code of Canon Law must be followed.

The corresponding canon in the Pio-Benedictine Code is ¢. 2359, §2, which gave as the
maximum penalty for this offense deposition, “in casibus gravioribus deponantur™ (in
more serious cases, they are to be deposed). The same Code explained what was then
called the vindictive penalty of deposition in c. 2303, §1, “Deposition, with due regard
for the obligations taken up in ordination and the clerical privileges, includes both the
suspension from office and incapacity for any office, dignity, benefice, pension, or duties
in the Church, and even the privation of those things that the defendant has, although they
were the title of the one ordained.” C. 2305, §1 defined a more severe penalty that could
be imposed upon a cleric: “Degradation contains within itself deposition, the perpetual
privation of the ecclesiastical habit, and the reduction of the cleric to the lay state.”
According to the present Code a cleric can lose the clerical state “by a penalty of
dismissal legitimately imposed (c. 290, 2°); according to c. 291 dismissal from the
clerical state as a penalty “does not entail a dispensation from the obligation of celibacy,
which only the Roman Pontiff grants.” Thus, the present Code’s dismissal from the
clerical state was called degradation in the previous Code.

This raises the question: “Do the judges have the authority to impose the penalty of
dismissal from the clerical state for an offense committed under the 1917 Code of Canon
Law, which gave deposition as the maximum penalty that they could impose, and not
degradation—the present equivalent of dismissal from the clerical state?”

Reflecting the Regulae iuris “In poenis benignior est interpretatio facienda. (in VI
Decretalium Bonifacii VI, no. 49) and ~Odia restringi et favores ampliari” (ibid. no. 15),
¢. 18 states that laws establishing a penalty are subject to strict interpretation. This is
further specified in Book V “Sanctions in the Church™ by c. 1313, §1: “If a law is
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applied.”

The “Essential Norms™ as particular law enacted by the USCCB were given the necessary
recognitio by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and duly promulgated.
However, they were not approved in forma specifica by the Holy Father—with the
exception of a “derogation” from CIC, c. 1722 and CCEO, c. 1473. Consequently, all the
prescriptions of the Essential Norms are to be interpreted in light of the respective Codes
and the motu proprio Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela of April 30, 2001. If there would
be a conflict between the “Essential Norms™ and the universal law, the latter prevails
since “a lower legislator cannot validly issue a law contrary to higher law™ (c. 135, §2).
The universal law was enacted by the supreme legislator.

A superficial reading of the 1983 Code and the “Essential Norms™ may wrongly lead one
to think that a duly established ecclesiastical court can impose dismissal from the clerical
state for an offense committed prior to November 27, 1983. This is not the case.
However, this in no way restricts the authority to impose all the restrictions that are listed
under deposition in the 1917 Code. Of course, if the judges think that the most grave
circumstances warrant such a decision, they can recommend to the diocesan bishop that
he request the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to petition the Holy Father to
dismiss ex officio the cleric from clerical state.

On February 6, 2004, in his address to the biannual plenary meeting of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, Pope John Paul II said: “In the past two years your
Congregation has witnessed a considerable increase in the number of disciplinary cases
referred to it because of the competence the dicastery possesses in ratione materiae on
delicta graviora, including the delicta contra mores. The body of canonical norms that
your dicastery is called to apply with justice and equity strives to guarantee both the
exercise of the right of defense of the accused and the demands of the common good.
Once the offence has been proven, it is necessary in each case to assess carefully both the
just principle of proportionality between fault and punishment, as well as the
predominant need to protect the entire People of God” (AAS, 94 [2004], pp. 401-402, no.
6. Eng. trans. ORe, February 18, 2004, p. 3).

In facto:

In examining the facts of this case one must remain focused on the dubia that are to be
resolved. and not on other issues, e.g., Father Howlin’s nickname, “Pud,” his sexual
orientation, the motives of the persons who accused him, and the psychological and
behavioral problems of the persons who accused him. Likewise the essential point to be
determined is not the length of time, i.e., days, months or years, during with the alleged
acts of sexual abuse took place, or how many times they may have happened. In a word,
the questions to be resolved concern the sexual abuse of one or more minors by the
respondent, whether this happened once or multiple times.
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passage of time does affect the assessment of the reliability of recollection.

Iv. Does the involvement of civil legal personnel and the police agencies, and their
subsequent disposition of the cases, affect the evaluation of the material?
The involvement and the disposition of these cases by government personnel must
be considered on an individual basis. Their agenda, as well as election, funding
and media focus, differs from the schema of ecclesiastical administrators.
Government personnel may pursue or ignore a case irrespective of the guilt or
innocence of the reus.

V. Do the conclusions of the Joliet Diocesan Review Board affect the evaluation of
evidence?
Yes, with a caveat. The agenda and the focus of the diocesan Review Board
should be similar to this action: the search for truth. However, the standard of
proof of the diocesan Review Board is different from that of a formal judicial
trial. Also, the question before the diocesan Review Board is fitness for ministry;
the question before a judicial tribunal is moral certitude about the truth of an
allegation. However, their material, as decreed into the acts of the case, is reliable
evidence.

Vi. Do the various conclusions of mental health personnel, consulted as periti, affect
the evaluation of evidence?
The historical context, and the evolution of the approach to this behavior by
mental health professionals, must be considered. For example, a psychological
examination of the reus in 1995 apparently determined that he was not prone to
sexual abuse of minors. However, even the understanding of what constituted
sexual abuse of a minor was inchoate at that time.

vii. Do the subsequent personal and behavioral problems of the complainants affect
the evaluation of evidence?
In the opinion of this judge, the subsequent troubled behavior of a complainant is
nearly an irrelevant fact. Did abuse cause the behavior, or did troubled behavior
make a complainant more vulnerable to abuse, and thus more easily exploited?

viii.  [s the evaluation of the evidence affected by the denials of sexual abuse by peers
of the complainants who have had similar associations with the reus?
The significance, and helpfulness, of the testimony of peers is not whether they
also were abused, but whether they can corroborate the behavior and habits of the
reus, which behaviors are associated with the abuse.

IX. Does the denial of the reus affect the evaluation of evidence?
No. Even if the reus accurately perceived abusive behavior, there is no reason to
believe that he would admit to it. Creative and laudable priestly achievements do
not preclude the possibility that the reus engaged in abusive behavior. As is
sometimes observed in the vernacular, ‘even Hitler loved his mother’.

Page 2 of 4
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years, is to be punished with just penalties, not excluding dismissal
from the clerical state if the case so warrants.

The grave nature of this delict and of allegations of this delict is further indicated by the
derogations granted by the Holy Father on April 25, 1994. In a rescript responding to a
petition made by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops [hereinafter USCCB], the
Supreme Legislator conformed the norm of Canon 1395, §2 to the norm of Canon 97, §1 so
that for an initial period of five years, this delict would involve offenses against the Sixth
commandment of the Decalogue with anyone below the age of eighteen years. In the same
rescript he modified prescription so that a criminal action would not be extinguished until a
longer period of time had passed. This particular legislation was made more explicit and
extended to the universal Church by Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela (Graviora Delicta) of
April 30, 2001,

Article 4 of the Substantive Norms of this motu proprio legislates:

§1. Reservation to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is
also extended to a delict against the Sixth Commandment of the
Decalogue committed by a cleric with a minor below the age of
eighteen years.

§2. One who has perpetrated the delict mention in §1 is to be punished
according to the gravity of the offense, not excluding dismissal or
deposition.

With regard to this delict, in response to a petition made by the USCCB, on December 8,
2002 the Apostolic See gave the recognitio for the Norms that upon promulgation became
particular law for two years for the Church in the United States of America. Upon expiration
of the time period, the Apostolic See gave the recognitio to the revised Norms; these were
promulgated on May 5, 2006 and became particular law for ‘the dioceses, eparchies, clerical
religious institutes and societies of the apostolic life of the United States with respect to all
priests and deacons in the ecclesiastical ministry of the Church in the United States...[note
#1]". In this matter, the particular law for the Church in the United States legislates:

For purposes of these Norms, sexual abuse shall include any offense
by a cleric against the Sixth Commandment of the Decalogue with a
minor as understood in C/C, canon 1395, §2 and CCEO 1453, §l
(Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela, article 4, §1) [Preamble, final
paragraph].

When even a single act of sexual abuse of a minor by a priest or
deacon is admitted or is established after an appropriate process in
accordance with canon law, the offending priest or deacon will be
removed permanently from ecclesiastical ministry, not excluding
dismissal from the clerical state ... [Norm 8]
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Prot. No. 245/04-22228
September 15, 2010

William Cardinal Levada

Prefect
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Piazza del S.Uffizio
00193 Rome
Italy

Your Eminence,

I respectfully submit to the CDF the Acts of the judicial penal trial against
Reverend Carroll Howlin, regarding the delict of Canon 1395, 2. The Court has
concluded that Father Howlin is guilty of offending against the sixth commandment of

the Decalogue.

At this time, Father Howlin, through his canonical advocate, is appealing the
decision. Therefore, in addition to transmitting the Acts of the case to your Sacred
Congregation, we will await further instruction in response to his appeal.

With renewed sentiments of highest esteem and with every good wish, [ am
Sincerely in Christ,

-P%&W

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet
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September 22, 2010

Archbishop Pietro Sambi

The Apostolic Nunciature

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008-3687

Dear Archbishop Sambi:

Enclosed you will find the Acts of the judicial penal trial against Reverend Carroll
Howlin. Kindly forward them to William Cardinal Levada, Prefect, Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.

Thanking you for your kind assistance and with every good wish, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Reverend Joseph J. Tapella
Vicar General
%
JJT:hm

Enclosures
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