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L K~:nt ·\1<1> 

l.•m~' C 1\~rn< 
nhn ;\I Sp, .. ,,a 
, .hr .. u;ar' G. Sp...~ia 
• lin·~'- Ta)·lor 
\I min J Sh;mahan. Jr. 
\ IMk .A Liducnl\ >!lter 
t •ahnd U. Orenic 
~l"h ... ·t R. S<ift 
r ... I \A Pellegrini 

'• lt.:had <; lloptu,, 
II Rtc h. f<' lla~:(n 

SPESIA & AYERS 
Atrl)ITH.:ys at Law 

September 13, 2011 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

1-f IS Bl<td H., .od 

joi.Jet, llhr1<11> 00·\;) 

Ph $15.72t>.4ill 

Fx SJ5.726.6t>2~ 

\\'\\ '\V.~r...:~ i O .. i-1 Yl.! r~.C<ll1l 

Or c_., .. ,.,.-J L\.>ugla' P ::'~!'\'''·' 
T""" '·" M F"',Mr. Terrance M. Johnson, Esq. <1940 10"1' 
~'•·nr s'·"''' North Pier Chicago 

455 East Illinois Street 
Chicago, Illinois 606 11 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Re: Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet 
===== 

Father John Slown 

As per a Court Order, I am enclosing Diocesan records of Father Slown consisting of the 
following: 

1.) Priest file of Father John Slown (total pages 727) 

2.) Privilege Logs for documents in tllis priest file. 

Names of Accusers 

The names ofthe-~ere made public when they filed a lawsuit. The 
names of all other individuals who have made accusations have never been made public and the 
existing Protection Order prohibits their disclosure. 

JCB/skm 
Enclosures 
cc: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, J~D 

The Honorable Mi chael Powers V 
M~. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq. 
Mr. Stuart L. Bress ler, Esq. 

My Best Regards, 

SPESIA & AYERS 

s y: . XI ~v_, e 0v-/ 
V~~~ C. Byrne 

Esrahl isl·wd l ~99 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 
·"' ~ ooz l: v 

Name JOHN C. SWWN 
(!irst) (middle) (family) 

Born 
(place) (date) 

Fatne r's Name Mother' s Maide n Name 

Ordained __ ~~~--------------~~~-------<date) \place) 

Parish of First Mass -------------- ----

Other Paris hes of Residence , 

SCHOOLING 

Philosophy __________________________ __ Theology 

Language s ___________________________ __ 

Graduate _______ ________ _ ___ _ Degrees ______________________ _ 

Executor of Will ____ _________ _ Relatives in Religion-----------

APPOINTMENTS 
\ 

Parish City; Appointment Date 
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Th~ Rt . Rev. ~.-. John- F. 
st. Joaeph Church 
1747 UL~e Aven~e 

. ffilmettet IJHnoia 

Dear_ Uont>ignor Neumann: 

young man named S Jp~, and are .:n 9 posi n on to ree~d b:i:rn 

study for the priesthoed • tfoud y011 be klnd enoug.."l< to- a~nd UB 
0:. • ..~ 

.-..: 
this letter of recommendat ion and as k th~ young man to oQne to 

80llle morning within th-e next 

With"beet wishes I 



Released April 2014

Rev .. Francis M • . FlynD1 
Loyola Academy -
6525 Sheridan Road 
Chicago 26 ~ Illinou 

Dear F~tber F~: 

John Sl~f 1533 ~1ashington Street., Wilmette, Illino1s,. 
ha"s requested permiSsion to- st-u.dy tor the pries:tho&d f or our·di!:iee8tJ. 
We Y("Ould li.k.e to know :U' you 1ofould be kind enough to eend a latter 
q_f, reeommendati.on £or" him. · Any .infonr:at ion wb;ic!:t yo-u. may have con:.. 
cernfng -~'"lis youp..g man would ~ of ~~rvi.ee · 

~vith thanks, I remain 
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Office of the Principal 

LOYOLA ACADEMY 
6525 Sheridan Road 
Chicago 26, lliinois 

February 19, 1951 

Rt. ReT. Msgr. Romeo Blanchette, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Joliet 
4 E. Clinton Street 
Joliet, Illi•ois 

Dear Monsignor, 
John c. Slown has been a student here for three and a half 

years. He has good talents - certainly sufficient to enable him to 

~~e·_..,. .... .-
.1" 

--/ 
00JJ13 

do the studies for the Priesthood. He has been a fair student, a good 
and dependable boy, generally well liked by his classmates and teachers. 
He is manly; bas good judgement; is of pleasing appearance and manners. 

Si~e ly, in Christ, p 
~ /71 . ? ~I (}~ 1. 

Francis M. Flynn,s.J. ~ 

' I 
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· Would you be kind ~ough to let me 

Jr. 1 of W?-lmette?' 

With best wishes I rematn, 

'fh,e Rt. Rev. ¥.sgl. RomeG Blanchet t.e 
ChancellO-r 
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St . Procopi us 
---------------···- SEMINARY 

28 
0008 13 ~ 

~ REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNII\'G 
··HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS 

~~J.P!ID. s::o~~.~ ;j~i;;i,;;l--------.. - ~f&'.C:?-________ _,/.2_~::... ---------

~~ ·----------· .. ---- . -------- ------ ----·· --- ... 
Last Order receiv 

1952-' 53 
Scholastic year com pleted 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

·1. Application to study: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

2. · Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. ~ 1 

3. Subject in which he seems to do best: --- --- --- -------A-~---------------
II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) No leadership ability. 

3. Obedience to authotity: a) Obeys with alacrity ; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 

4. Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; c) Incorrigible. 

5. Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative ; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 

6. Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. 

7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Carelessaboutcer emonies. 

8. Fidelity to spir itual exercises: a) Faithfu!; b) Freqently tardy; c) Frequently absent. 

9. O~servanceofs~minaryrules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; c) Worldly. / 

11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 

12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 

13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; c) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

III. GENTELMANLINESS 
... --: 

J. J>e:rsonal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt. 
t ~ .• • ~. . 

. 2 .. . Hi~o~n_ rootp.: a) Neatandclean; b) Careless; c) Disorderly. 

3. Table manners: a) Good: b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

4. 
5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Courtesy : a ) Well mannered ; b) Average; c) Poor. 

Impression he makes on others: a) Virile a·nd manl-v; b) Effeminate ; c) Disagr eeable; d) Nega
tive personality. 

Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 

Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor ; d ) Unsat isfactory. 

Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior ; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

P eculiar home conditions: 
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~~~ .~~~_IV. ~v~Ic~ . , ~~ 
1. Ao1hcy £~ 'readfn pub1i~: a) Excellent; b) A~;age; c) U~~ -~ - . 

1 

• 

2. Voice : a) Strong and robust; b) Average ; c) P oor; d) Has f or eign a ccent. 

3. Defects of speech (if any): ________ ----.---·-------------- --------------·- -·----

4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Aver age; c) Poor . 

5. Conversation; a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed ; c ) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. Gener al health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. -2. Surgical operations (if any): -----------~ ---------------~------------------------
3. Mental disorders: a ) Normal ; b) Melancholic; c) Superiority complex; d ) Inferiority complex; 

e) Delusions of grandeur; f) E xcessive nervousness; g ) An oddity; h ) Prefers to be alone rather 

than with others~ 

4. Physical defects: ---- -·--------=---~ ---------------··------- ·····------·······------ -----·-------------------·· 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to r:ecommend him f or the following occupation: a) Journalism; b ) Work in the 

ch ancery office ; c) w ·orkarr{ongyoungpeople; d) An assistant p astorate ; e) W or k as a teacher; 
. -

f) A positiqn in whic~ public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic wor k. 

2 . He is a ble to speak a language other than English, viz., ----------------------------------------------------------·-

3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for ---------------------------------------------• and therefore 

the faculty ca~ .safe~y r ecommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The ~stor r..:_commends him favorably or high!~; b ) The pastor 

has the following adverse criticism to make: ------------------ --------·------------------------

-----------~·---- ... --- . -------------------------·----------- --------------------------·-------·--.. -----·---- ----... -·-----
---------------------- ------------ ------------ ----·---·-- ----- ........ -------·---------··----- ~-----:----------- --··-- ---~ -------·-
- ------·-----------·-·-------------------------------------------------------------------------· .. -·-·-----------------.......................... .. . \ . . 

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b ) T hat he should be ad

monish ed of his faults and given an oppqrt~nity to amend ; c) That he should be given another op

portunity but should not be a llowed to receive further Or ders until he amends; d) T hat he should 

be dropped from t he seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

Rec ommerid 'him . 
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ST. PROCOPIDS SEMINARY 

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL 

STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 19~4-

Last Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

+: Application to study : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. cPtf:. 
3. Subject in which he seems to do best: .J..~L-;f·--...... :..4.-A---·------··---·----·-.. -···-··--·-· 

fl. lVIORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Willingness to w~rk .outside of class : a) A volunteer worker: b) Dces what he is told; c) P~luctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) No leadership ability. 
3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity: b) Merely obeys ; c) Disobedient. 
4. Amenability to correction ~nd advice: a) Docile: b) Slow to amend; c) Incorrigible. 
5. Ability to cooperate: a) Very Coop-erative; b) N~·ative; c) Uncooperative. 
6. Sociabilit:~·: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and. silent; c) Anti-social. 
7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 
8. Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tc1.rdy; c) Frequently absent. 
9. Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; c) Worldly. 
11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 
12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 
13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
14. Attitude in general : a) Tactful; b) Cheerful: c) R.everent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

m. GENTLEMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt. 
2. His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless;_ c) Diso-rderly. 
3. Table manners: a) Good: b) Average; c) Unsatisfacto-ry. 
4. Courtesy : a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Pocz\ 
5. Impression he makes .on others: a) Virile a.'ld manly; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Negative 

personality. ./ 
6. Punctuality: a) Punctual at a.ll times; b) F·requently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 
7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent: b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 
3. Consideration for others, especially ·inferiors : a) .Sunerior; b) Averag-e; c) Unsatisfactory. 
9. Peculiar home conditions: 
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IV. VOICE 

1. Ability to 1·ead in public : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

~: ~~!~~~sa ~f ~::c~ ~: :::~~t~-~-~---~~~~~--~-~---~~~-:~~~-i~--~~-~-~~-~~---··-····-···-····-····-····-.. ··-····-····--·-····--
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor . . 1. 
5. Conve1·sation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

!: ;:-;;:a; ~~;~t;o~s 7?£":~:: : A:J.:1~~-~~:;~~~~-- _____ _ _ ------- . . -----
3. Mental disorders : a) Nonnal: b) Melancholic; ~periori complex; d) Inferiority compleK; e) De

lusions of gra11.deur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than 
with oth&rs. 

4. Physical defects : ................................. - .............................................................................................................. _ .............. - .................... - ... ·-··-··--· .. ·---
, 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 
chancel'Y office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate: e) Work as a teacher; 
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. · 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., ............................................. - ....................................... ______ ............... .. 
3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for ......... ·-·-·-···--··-·-----····---· .. ·-····-····-· .. ·-· .. ·--............. -···---·-·-.. and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VA CATION LE1TERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly:. b) The pastor has 
the following adverse criticism to make: .......................................... _ .......... - .................. -···-···-·--·---------··-.................................. . 

VID. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty~ feels that: a) He should be alJowcd and urged to continue;, b) That he should be ad
monisiled of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders unt il he amends; d) That he should be 
dropped f rom the seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

\ 
I 



Released April 2014

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted April 2013 • 4/9/13 

ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 

A REPORT OF THE REC'l'OR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL 

STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 19?..4.:::55 

40 

0000 28 ,. 

.................... .J:QJ"l.:D._ .. Q.l.,~!!..U._ .. , .•.............. ······-··········-- ........... F..e.b ...... 3.+··-~9..5.5.. . ......................... -.~2.J::i~~··--··-· .. ·-·--···-····· .. ····-····-····-
~ame of student Date Diocese 

................... ~-~-~~-~-~-~ ............ P.hJJ..9..~.2.P.h.Y. .... I I 
Scholastic year completed Last Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

,1:. Application to study : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Averag~; c) Poor. 
3. Subject in which he seems to do best: .... _ .................... ::::::::: ......................... ...................................... .... _ .. _ ........................... -.................. .. . 

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average,; c) No leadership ability. 
3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 
4. Amenability to con-ect ion and advice: a) J?ocilej b) Slow to amend; c) Incorrigible. 
5. Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperati~Le ; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 
6. Sociability : a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. 
7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 
8. Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithftll; b) Frequently tardy; c) Frequent ly absent. 
9. Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous ; c) Worldly. 
11. Humility : a) :t_iumble and submissive: b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 
12. Mortification : a) SatisfactOI·y; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 
13. Silence: a) Faithful observ-;.; b) Averag·e; c) Unsatisfactory. 
14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; c) Reverent ; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

III. GENTLEMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt. 
2. His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Car~less; c) Disorderly. 
3. Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
4. Courtesj~: a) Well ;;nnered; b) Average; c) Po~. 
5. Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Negative 

personality. ) 
6. Punctuality : a) E!:Inctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy ; c) Unsatisfactory. 
7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 
8. Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior ; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
9. Peculiar home conditions: 
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IV. VOICE 

1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Averas:e; c) Unsatisfactory . 
. 2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) 4-verag:e; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent. 

3. Defects of speech (if any) : ---~ !.::. ~ _____ -::. ·-----
4. Ability to preach : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poo1·. 
5. Conversation : a) G.Q.gd.; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. General health : a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Surgical operations (if any) : ·····---------····--·-···-····-··----- ······--····-··------------·--------- -·----·-····--··---··---
3. Mental disorders : a) Normal.i.,. b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f ) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than 
with others. 

4. Physical defects: ~ -··-----·-·---------·--····-···-----···-··------ ---------··--·--·-----·--·-·-- ··- --
, 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 
chancery office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorat~; e) Work as a teacher; 
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. · 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., ---·-·-----·--····-·-·-- ·------··----·-
3. He seems to have a natm·al aptitude for ·-·-··--·-·-----···-···-·-·------- - - --·-··-·--·-·--·' and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has 
the following adverse criticism to make: -···-··---·------·-·--·---·---·--·-·--·---·----- ·- ·--- - ····--

VID. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be 
dropped from the seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

A good seminarian . \ 
I 
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ST. PROOOPIUS SEMINARY 

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL 

STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 19.·--······ 

G0J0 30 fr 

/~!-~~~-- --¥o7~,£~T --~-nf;f;~-- - ----- ---· --
L.v o:./· - oS.-oS-

... 7-·-···--~---···-····-····-····--·-···-····-··--···-·····-········ 
Scholastic yea.r completed Last Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

~ · Application to study: a) :Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
2. Written work : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

3. Subject in which he seems to d9 best: ·····-····-····-····-·--····-··········-··········-····-··--····-·········-··········-····-·····-·--··········-·····-···-··········-····-···· 

ll. MORAL AND SPffiiTUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader: a) .lnspiring leader; b) Average; c) No leadership ability. 
3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 
4. Amenability to conection an.d advice: a) Docile : b) Slow to amend; c) Incorrigible. 
5. Ability to cooperate : a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 

·6. Sociability:· a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. 
7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Ex-emplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 
8. Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tardy ; c) Frequently absent. 
9. Observance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. Ge::1eral Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; c) Worldly. 
11. Humility : a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 
12. Mortification : a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 
13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; c) Revei·ent ; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

m. GENrr LEMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a ) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt. 
2. His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Car-eless; c) Disorderly. 
3. Table manners : a) Good;. b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
4. Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poor\ 
5. Impression he makes on o'ffiers: a) Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Negative 

personality. ) 
6. Punctuality : a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently ta.I·dy ; c) Unsatisfactory. 
7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average ; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 
3. Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
9. Peculiar home conditions : ~ -
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IV. VOICE 

1. Ability t o read in public: a) Excellent ; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent. 

3. Defects of speech (if any): ·····-···-·-·-····-···-··--···-·--··-···-··--·-··-···--·-···-····-····-·-····-·-·-··--············-····-·-·-····-·--·--·- -····--· 
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. General health : a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Surgical operations (if any) : ·····-··--····-····-·····-···-··-···-·-·-····-·········-··--···-·- -·-····-···-····-·--···-·-·-···-----·-··-··-·----·-·--·· 
3. Mental disorders: a ) Normal; b) Melancholic ; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than 
with others. 

4. Physical defects: ·····-··-···-····-·········-····-····-·--····-·····-···--·········--····-··--····-···-····--·-··-····-·--····-··--···-·······--···-···-·········--·-·-·-··--·········--
, 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 
chancery office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) W-ork as a teacher; 
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. · 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., ·····-····-··-·-------·-····-------·---····-··-··----··-·-·· 
3. He seems to have a natural aptitud-e for -···-····-····-··········-····-·--··········-···--···-·········-···-····-·--····-····-···········• and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETIERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has 

the following adverse criticism to make: ···----···-········-···----·········-····-··--···-····-------······-··--····- --·-·-··········-·-·-··--····-····--

VTII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that : a) He should be allowed and urged to c-ontinue; b) That he should be ad
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be 
dropped from the seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

\ 
I 
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LISLE, ll LINOJS 

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR 

, · 1 I 1 the unders·gned •• , •••• ~.~ ~ ••••• , of the 
~ -diocese of...... . . , ......... .. ........... .... ~ ~: ..... 1 feel i ng 

myself called by God o the clerical state, freely, and moved thereto 
by no co 1siderati on otl:er than the promotion of the glor~·· of God in 
the service of t he Church and the salvation of my o"m s oul, intending 
~ t ima tel:;• to embrj,ce t~, Sacr_Ad Crder of Priesthood, do hereby petition • 
Rts Excellency, •• ~~~.~~·~~~··~·······' 
t he Bishop of' the diocese o~~a*-~~ ~~ that I 
-::Jay be adm:i. tted t o tonsure · ordez s • 

.. ~; ... ~ ... /~~~- ...... . 
t/ (Uate) 

.I 
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ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL 

STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOL..J\.STIC YEAR 19_£6 

_d~df~---
... L·--··-····------- -·-·· 

Date 

49 
QJ,J035 f 

Last Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In ~wering please underscore) 

).: Application to study : a) Excellent; b) AveTage; c) Poor. 
2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

3. Subject in which he seems to do best: ··-·-····-····-·---···--··-····-····-····-··········-··--··-··--·-·-··--····-····--····--··-····-····-·········-····--···-···-

II. MORAL AND SPffiiTUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader : a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) No leadership ability. 
3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 
4. Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Slow to amend; c) Inconigible. 
3. Ability to coopeTate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 
6. Sociability : a) Gracious and kindly ; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. 
7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 
8. Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tardy; c) Frequently absent. 
9. Ob::;ervance of seminary rules: a) Faithfulj b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous ; c) Worldly. 
11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 
12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 
13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheru:ful; c) Reverent ; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

III. GENTLEMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt . 
2. His own I'oom: a) Neat and clean ; b) Careless; c) Disorderly. 
3. Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
4. Courtesy: a ) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poo\ . 
5. Impression he makes on others: a) . Virile and manly; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Negative 

personality. I 
6. Punctuality : a) Punctual at all times; b} Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 
7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 
8. Consideration for others, especially inferiors : a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
9. Peculiar home conditions : 
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IV. VOICE 

1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
2. Voice: a) Strong and robust; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Has foreign accent. 

3. Defects of speech (if any): -···---~----·-··-··---··--···-·-····-·-····-···---·-···-·--·-~·-·--··-···-·--····-···-···-····--
4. Ability to preach : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. General health : a)(Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Sm·gical operations (if any) : -----·-·-··--···-····-·---·-·-···-····--·-·--···--··--·-·--··---·-·-···--·-·-- ----·-·-····-·· 
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than 
with others. 

4. Physical defects : ·····~----·-··----···-·-····-··-···--·-··-··-·····----------··--·-----·--··-··--····-- ····-
, 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 
chancery office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. · 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., -··- ·-····--··-- - - -·--·-···-··-----·-·--·---··-····-·····---······ 
3. He seems to have a natu1·al aptitude for -----··-·---·---- ····-·-- -·-·-·-····-····--··-·-_, and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETI'ERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pasto1· has 
the following adverse criticism to make: ·····----··-------··-····--··-··--····---- -- -·-·---··---------- --····-·-····-- ·-··----

Vlli. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that : a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be 
dropped from the semina-ry. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

\ 
J 
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A decree f rom Rome, issued Dec. 27, 1930, urges t he Reverend 
Pastor of the candidate for Subceaconship to answer the follmi
ing 0uestions conscientiously : 

1. 

2. 

Jo 

4. 

s. 

7 .. 

9o 

ll. 

Is the cleric zealous and devout in fulfi1lin~ the duties of 
piety, i.e., meditat:;.on, atte:1da~ce at i·:ass, visits to the 
Blessed Sacra1r.ent and recitation of t ha Rosary? d ~ 
Does hE r eceive the Sacraments of f enance and Holy ~ucharist 
frequently and devoutly? 

Does he perform his ~~stry diligently and conscientiously 
lvhile he assists at Sacred Fun~tions? o~ 

TJ.jas he zealous in teaching Catec.hism during vacation? 

Does he devote care and diligence toward enhancing divine 
't<Torship, tot·Tard t he good implied in the care of souls; does 
he manifest interest in the exact performance of rrdnistry 
while he assists at Sacred Functions? c 1/J 

In 1o1hat study does he manifest interest and with what diligence? 

Is he given over to reading profance books and papers which 
harbor hatred against faith and good morals? ~ 

Does he wear the clerical garb when he is at home during · · 
vacations? 

Did he associate 1iith anyone of ill repute, or even with such 
of good repute, to such an extent as to cause scandal and ad
miration among the faithful; does he cherish familiarity with 
persons of the opposit sex, or did he frequent places that 
are scarcely free from suspicion? '-vvo 

Was he honest and upright in speech?;;~ 

Has he occasioned critical remarks about Ecclesi~stical cus
toms, doctrine and precepts? ~ 
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12. 

13. 

14. 

17. 

2. 
How did he conduct himself tol~ard boys and g1rls and other 
persons of both sexes? ~ arv~ 

Is he inclined tcrv1ard the comforts of life; is he addicted 
to drinking and prone to t:7orldy pleasures? ~ 

Does he manifest chari ty.9 submiss:!..on and respect toward his 
superiors? ~ 

What is the public opinion concerning his vocation? ~ ~ 
Are there in h-t.s parents any ind!cations of some infirmity 
especially of the mind~ or some evil h...abits 1-1hich give 
grounds for suspecting them of atavism? ~ 

Are the parents or anyone else of the family forcing the 
candidate to receive Holy Orde~s? ~ 

The Reverend Past.or is to inquire from lay people concerning the 
candidate the fol lo1iing; 

1, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Did the cleric conduct himself reverently, seriously and pru
dently in church and in his contact l-rith others? T 
Is there any ground for doubting his vocation? ~t is the 
nature of trus doubt? ...-vv1) 

Can the parents or anyane else be suspected of forcing the 
candidate to receive Holy Orders? ~ 

Is he familiar with such as can be suspected of having no 
faith or are of bad morals? -vvo 

t-!hat is the opj.nion of prudent men concernin~ ... ~ morals 
of the candidate and of his vocation?r ~~'''-

Signed.~~~···•••••••• 
. ! ~ '~ / 

(Parish Seal) nUs .. . ~ ~ :.1.~ .. ! f ~?;; .. ... 



Released April 2014

, 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 67 
Redacted April2013 ·419113 

~ cic-te. Taxa L . ................................... , .... . 

Agentia L --.. -0. .•• ---··- · ······· 

At antequam ad Ss. Ordines Maiores promoveatur, Orator supplices preces 

iterum porrigat per suum Ordinarium, qui referat: 

1) quaena;n sint oratoris rnorales et intellectuales qualitates; 

2) quaen::~m de studio, disciplina et pietate argumenta habeantur ex quibus 

erui possit candidatum talibus esse praeditum dotibus quae defectus eius con-

dicionis iuridicae compensare valeant; 

3) utrum orator cum parente acatholico commoraturus ·sit, et, in casu 

affirmativo, pro ipso perversionis periculum timendum sit; 

4) utrum admiratio exoritura praevideatur si orator ad Sacerdotium pro-

moveatur. 

Contrariis quibuscumque non obstantibus. ;C /() 
.~~ ~u~&--ti;., 

~~~-

\ 
I 
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ST. PROCOPIDS SEMINARY 

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR CONCERNING ECCLESIASTICAL 
56 

STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 19·-········· 

0~0 0 53 ft 

-···-··§JQ~·'-···-J.QJ:U.L .... -.. ········-····-··········-····-········ 
Name of Student 

.......... ~.~.!?:~ .... § .. L . .J.9.?..~ ... Joliet 
Date Diocese 

I Theology Tonsure 
Scholastic year completed Last Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

,r. Application to study: a} . Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

3. Subject in which he seems to do best: ·····-················-····-····-··········-···········-·········-·-·············-··········-····-·····-·-······-··········-···-····-····-··--···· 

ll. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) .A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader : a} Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) No leadership ability. 
3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disabedient. 
4. Amenability to con·ection and advice: a) Docile; b) Slow to amend; c) Incorrigible. 
5. Ability to coope1·ate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 
6. Sociability: a) Gracious and ~indly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. 
7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary ; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 
8. Fidelity to spiritual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Frequently tardy; c) Frequently absent. 
9. Obcervance of seminary rules: a) Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous; c) Worldly. 
11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Pr{)ud and haughty. 
12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of m{)rtification. 
13. Silence: a) Faithful obse1·ver; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; c) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

lli. GENTLEMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly" and unkempt. 
2. His own room: a) Neat and clean; b) Careless; c) Disorderly. 
3. Table mannexs: a) Good; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
4. Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average ; c) Po<\t·. 
5. Impression he makes on others: a) 

1
Virile and manly; b) Effeminat.e; c) Disagreeable; d) Negative 

personality. 
6. Punctuality : a)cPunctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 
7. Ability to g·et along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 
8. Consideration for others, especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
9. Peculiar home conditions: 
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IV. VOICE 

1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; bl, Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

~~ ~~!~:~s a~f ~~:;~ ~7: a~:~~t~ b) .~::e:~.~~.>._Jt;ut_ Has_:~~~i~_:~cen:._ __ ·-·-· .. ·-···--·-·-·-····-···-·----
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 
5. Conversation: a) Good : b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Surgical operations (if any): --···--··-·-·-·-·--····-·-···-·--···-···-····--··-·-------·--····-··---·----·-·-····-··-··--···--
3. Mental disorders : a) Normal; b) Melancholic; Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; e) De-

lusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather than 

4. ;!~si~~e~:fects: --~tv.LL.---··---·--··-·---····--·-·----·····--······-···--··--·-··---·----·-····-···-···---····--
, 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 
chance1·y office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 
f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. · 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., ··-······-·-·-····--··-·········-····-····-····-·-·-······-····-····---·--··----···-····· 
3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for ·····---·---·-·----··-·--··-····-···--·---····--·--·--·-·····• and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

Vll. REPORT ON HIS VA CATION LETJ.'ERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor has 
the following adverse criticism to make : ·---·-··-···--··-····--·-····-···-····-·---··-···-··---·---·--··---····-··----·--···-·--,.·--

VIII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

L The faculty feels that: a) He sbould be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad
monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op
portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should be 
dropped from the seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

\ 
/ 
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VACATION REPORT 
To C o nfidential 

ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 
Lisle, Illinois 

Reverend and dear Father: 

The Third Council of Baltimore (T itulus v. No. 177) , the Roman Normae (Art. 166) and the 

Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities burden pastors with the obligation of watching 

over the conduct of their students during vacation and at its end of reporting it to the Seminary au

thorities. 

Kindly return thi~ report, which shall be kept under the seal of strictest confidence, to the Very 

' Reverend Rector. 

N arne of Student 

Attending Week-day Mass ..... ...... ...... ~.~ ................ .... ............................................................................. .. 

Re<eption of Sacrament> ........ ............ U<Z~· · ·· ·· · ····--··--············· · ···· · ········ · · : ............ .. .................... .. 

=~::ent:: ~~~ ::.· ..... · 
Deportment (Example, Habit>, Industry, Piety ) .......... .. #.~------.................... . 
Remarks 

o... ····-~· .24 . . ,.,?.],. 
(/ 

T elephone ............................................................... . 

·····t"'" Signature of Pastor 

/ ........... .f...J.t/J ....... ~~ ..... ... . 
Address "' 

.. ..................................... Yl~i~.~Zl.{; ..... ()/1( 
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ST. PROCOP"I US SE MlNARY 
llSLE, l L LINOI S 

0000 5G 

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR 

I, the undel1's: e • • • ••••• ~ ~ ~ ~ • ••••••• •, a£ the 
diocese of.... • · •• ••••.••••••• ••• ••••••• ~:: •• . ••••••• ,feeling 
myself calle y God t the cleri cal state, freely, and moved thereto 
b;y- no COl1Sideration ot:.er than the promotion of t he glor~- of God in 
the service of the Church and the salvation of my O"\-m soul, intendi~g 
~ t iina tel~" to emb~r. he S~re~ yrd~ of Pr~sthood, do hereby petition 
F~s Excellency,. . ..~.~;. ~ •••• , •••••••••• , 
the Bishop of the dioc se of. • • • • • ' ~ ••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 1 that X 
may be admitted to toneare and or orders • 

. tP~. ll~ .J./~~ ...... . 
(Date) . 4 / / // 

···r··~~~-· 
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St ~--~roc_o p_iu_sSEMINARY Q J \.) \16l 
A REPORT OF THE RECTOR ··TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING 

. ·'· · ,_ ... HIS ~CCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS 

---~I-~-~~~!----~~~E~----~~--------~-----~~-------- ------------~~;[ ___ :!_! __ ~_2 57 -------·- -·-·--------~~-1 i_:~-------------- ---·--
Name of Stude~lt Date Diocese 

________ }_! __ ~-~~-?]:~~---·-··· --·------ ------ Acolyte 
Scholastic year com pleted Last Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY . . 

(In answering. please.unders.core) ... 

1:· ··,Application to.stU::dy: a ) Excellent; b ) Average ; ~) Poor. 

2. :Writtenw·ork: a) Excellent; ·b ) Aver ag.e ; c) Poor. 

3. Subject in lVhich he seems to do best: ------------------------------------------------------ -- --------------------------

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 
-

1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
1 

: •• to wor}f. 

2. Abilit; ~s~a lead~r: ~) Inspiri~g leader; b.) Average; c) N9 leadership ability. 

3. Obedie~.c~ to author'ity :. a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 
• • I • I :~ • - • ~ • • 

4. Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; c) Incorrigible . 

5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

. . - --· .... ·- . . - . 
Ability to cooperate: a) Very CooperatiYe; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. · 

-. ' 

Sociability: a) Gracious aJ1d ~indly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. 

Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 

Fidelity to spirit ual exercises·~ a) Faithful; b) Freqently tardy ; c) Frequently absent. 

Obse1:vance of seminary rules : a), Faithful; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

Ge.~e~al De~ean~ur: . a) Becoming; b) Frivolou~ ; c) Worldly. . 

Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average ; c) Proud and haughty. 

Mortification: a) ·satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 

Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c ) Unsatisfactory. 

Attitude in genera l: a) Tactful ; b) Cheerful; c) Re,·~rent; d) Tricky; e ) Irascible. 

III. GENT ELMANLINESS 
L. • :.' : ••• • _ ·;:. : --

1. Pe.r~ona) app~arance : a) Nea.t and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenl y and unkempt . 

. 2. . .rh~ o~n-ro~b: · ~) Neat and clean; b) Careless ; c) Disorderly. 
' J ~ ., • ~ •' ' • . ' 

3. Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c ) Unsatisfactory. 

4. Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Impression he makes on othet"S: a) Virile and manly.; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Nega-
t ive personality. 

6. Punctuality: a) Punctual at all times; b) Frequently tardy; c.) Unsatisfactory. 

7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent ; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

8. Consideration for others, especially inferiors : a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

9. Peculiar home conditions : 
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IV. VOICE 

1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Voice : a) Strong and robust; b) A verage ; c) P oor; d) Hasforeignaccent. 

3. Defects of speech (if any) : ---~ ----- --------------

4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Conversation: a) Good ; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

Surgical operations ( if any): --------------------------------------------------------- -----
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; c) Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex ; 

e) Delusions of grandeur,; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather 

~:::i::~hd :~~:~:-: ------~--------- --- ---------------------------------------------------------------

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 

chancery office; c) Work among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 

f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work . 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English , viz., ------·-------

3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for ----- ---------------

the faculty can safe.ly recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

·----• and therefore 

1. Vacation letter received and a ) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly i b) The pastor 

has the following adve1·se criticism to make: - ------ -------------------------- ------------------------------------

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) He should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be ad

monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op

portunity but should not be allowed to receive fuxther Orders until he amends; d) That he should 

be dropped from the seminary. 

IX. OBSERVATiONS OF THE RECTOR 

enerally satisfactory. Took diligent care of sacristy. Patient and 
understanding with others . Backbone condition warrants medical 
attention. 
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LITIERAE TESTIMONIALES ORDINATIONIS 

Martinus D. McNamara 
MISERATIONE DIVINA ET APOSTOUCAE SEDIS GRATIA 

EPISCOPUS JOUETTENSIS IN ILUNOIS 

Omnibus praesentes litteras inspecturis salutem et in Domino benedictionem. 

Noturn facimus et testamur Nos Missam in pontificalibus celebrantes in oratorio 

Sem:inarii Christi Regis_, apud West Chicago, Illinois, 

dilecturn Nobis in Christo 

J oannem Slown 

omnibus de iure requisitis fideliter expletis, ad ordine}o/ s exorcistat.us et 

acolythatus 

die 29 mens1s aprili s anno Domini 19 57 

rite, Deo iuvante, promovisse. 

In quorum fidem has praesentes litteras a Cancellario Curiae Joliettensis 

subscriptas, sigilloque munitas, dari iussimus. 

Datum Joliettae 

Die 3 mensis maii an no 1957 

80 

00Cr OGZ 

/'0 Episcopus 1 · t ensis in Illinoi~ 
U{ rr--<4J , . . 

Cancellarius 
De mandato Episcopi 



De2.r Doe tor Mead z 

In the abSen-ce -of MOnsignor Blanchett~, I Wieh to thmlk you 
£or th~ report. sent to us :r.ecent;ly on Mr. John 'Slown, 

. ~ . ~--·------~----------._---
f.tth b es.t idshes and sincere tflatlks. I remain. 
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!he.l.~od yau wUl.. find t-.-to { :2) petition~ fran ~er 
Melina oJ; the Franciscan S~ o! the Se:.cred -Heart in 
Jol.iet; ooe f~r pemisst-<m to say t.he ~liab B~ ·and . 
the. Other to ob~ a dU}»nsation .fraa th~ constJ.t~ $<> 
that <rn1y one membet> of the-connsel need Uw at the 'fl.other
bouse with the Motner General.. 

'· · -&closed ,-ou will find a cheek tur $10.r00 to.- cover tho 
Nacript granted by th& Ro~ ·Office Jl} tav.or ~ J<lhn Blown. 
(f 5?/56) and 1n favor ot Dol3a.ld W~ht (#199/57). We note 
that tb:t t&vws have ~ srant~ iP to~ comcdsoi~ :for 
these young men 'to reoe1w ~~GU$ ol'dera. ~ 

l.11th bat wiBhea and einOere tb.aaks ~ I restairi 
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CC J 076 

A decree f rom Rone, issued Dec~ 27, 1930, urges the Reverend 
Pastor of the candidate for SubC.:eaconshi p t o anS'I!er the follow
ing ouestions conscientiously: 

1. 

2. 

3o 

4. 

Is the cleric zealous and devout in fulfl..·llinr~ the duties of)/ f/.3 
piety, i .e., meditat~ ~·n , atteadar.ce at i.':ass, visits to the 
Blessed Sacra,T.ent and recitation of t~e Rosary? 

Does h~ r eceive the Sacraments of Fenance and Holy :ucharist :1 ~ 
frequently and devoutly? <:/ 

Does he perform his ministry diligently and conscientiously ~ 
l-rhile he assists at Sacred Functions? 0 

\~as he zealous in teaching Catechism during vacation? 

5o Does he devote care and diligence toward enhancing divine 
t.rorship_, tot•Tard the good implied in the care Of SOUls; does ay.l 
he manifest interest in the exact performance of ministry 
Hhile he assists at Sacred Functions? 

6o In what study does he manifest interest and vTith what diligence? 

7. Is he given over to reading profance books and papers which 
harbor hatred against faith and good morals? 

Does he ·t-rear the clerical garb when he is at home during 
vacations? 

9o Did he associate vdth anyone of ill repute, or even with such 
of good repute, to such an extent as to cause scandal and ad-~ 
miration among the fa.ithful; does he cherish familiarity with 
persons of the opposit sex, or did he frequent places that 
are scarcely free from suspicion? 

l@o Was he honest and upright in speech? 

11. Has he occasioned critical remarks about Ecclesiastical cus- ~ 
tomsJ doctrine and precepts? 
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12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

I 1 · u' U 1 .....,v 

2. 
H01-v did he conduct himself tol-rard boys and girls and other~-\ 'L 111 
persons of both sexes? O ~ 
Is he inclined to·Hard the comforts of life; is he addicted 
to drinking and prone to worldy p:!..east::ces? ~ 

Does he manifest chari ty.9 submission and respect to1orard his ~ 
superiors? (j 

vJhat is the public opinion concerning his vocation? ~ ~tl~ 
Are there in his parents any ind~ca.tions of some infirmity 
especially of the mi•1d~ or some evil habits which give vw 
grounds for suspect1ng them of atavism? 

17. Are the parents Qr anyone else of the family forcing the 
candidate to receive Holy Orde::-s? "\\VV 

The Reverend Pastor is to inquire from lay people concerning the 
candidate the follo;-ring: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Did the cleric conduct himself reverently, seriously and pru ... '}At4 
dently in church and in his contact with others? 0 
Is there any ground for doubting his vocation? Hhat is the 1NO 
nature of this doubt.? 

C~m the parents or anysne else be suspected of .forcing the ~ 
candidate to receive Holy Orders? 

Is he familiar vJi th such as can be suspected of having no ~ 
faith or are of bad morals? 

1:1hat is the opinion of prudent men concerning the morals 1/VU.v r 
of the candidate and of his vocation? ~ 

(Parish Seal) 

Signed •• ~.. ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Date •• ~. 1':f: ... J.1. [f 
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This is to certify that on ~ 3l? 1~ 
I have announced the intended promot ion of John Slo;n
to the subdiaconate in the parish church. The following 
impediments and irregularities v1ere discovered. (If none, 
write " none") 

Date: 

Parish Seal 

\ 
/ 
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Ego,~ • • e.~. , candidatus 

ad ordinem subdiaconatus titulo servitii dioecesi s 

susc,ip~.endi, ad nor mam i uri s s pondee ac i uro me 

inser vi turum~ 

sub OFdinarii pr aedictae Dioecesis pro tempor e 

Auctoritate. 

Sic me Deus adiuvet, et haec sancta Dei Evangelia 

quae manibus tango. 

Die ••• ~~ •• • • , • • , ,~ensis • • ~ ••••• , anni. /~~~ 

Hoc iuramentum die suprascri!)to coram me praestitum • 

. P..~~~.~ .. 
De~tus Episc6Pi 

\ 
/ 

0 ., : f") 79 ' vuu 
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Praescripta in Motu Proprio "Sacrorum Antistitum" PU PP. L die 1. mensis Sept., anni 1910. 

firma fide credo t profiteor omnia et singula, quae continenlur in symbolo Fidei, 
quo sancta Romana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omni
potentem, factorem caeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum 
Dominum Iesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum. Et ex Patre natum ante om
nia saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo vero. Genitum, 
non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos 
homines et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu 
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et Homo factus est. Cruci:fixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio 
Pilato passus, et sepultus est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et 
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iterum venturus est cum gloria 
iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Do
minum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patreet Filio simul 
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui loc:utus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam, 
Catholicam et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem 
peccatorum. Et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturi saeculi. 
Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones, reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae obser
vationes et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector. Item sacram Scripturam 
iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est iudicare de 
vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nee eam unquam, nisi 
juxta unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque 
septem esse vere et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a Iesu Christo Domino nostro 
instituta, atque ad salutem humani generis, licet non omnia singulis, necessaria, 
scilicet, Baptismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unc
tionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum, 
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse. Reeeptos quoque et 
approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorwn omnium Sacramentorum sol
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali 
et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt, 
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter in Missa offerri Deo venim, proprium et pro
pitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis; atque in sanctissimo Eucharistiae 
sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et Sanguinem una cum anima 
et divinitate Domini nostri Iesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius substantiae 
panis in corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica 
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie to
tum atque integrum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Pnr
gatorium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter etSanctos 
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo 
pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse venerandas. Firmiter assero imagines 
Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nee non aliorum Sanctorum habendas et reti
nendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgenti
arum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christi
ano populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam 
Romanam Ecclesiam., omnium ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romano
que Pontifice, beati Petri Apostolorum lrincipis successori, ac Iesu Christi Vicario 
veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. 'caetera item omnia a sacris Canonibus et 
Oecumenicis Conciliis,ac praecipueft sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecu
menico Concilio Vaticano tradita, d'efinita ac declarata, pracsertimdeRomani Ponti
ficis Primatu et infallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque 
contraria omnia, atque haereses quascumque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et 
anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et anathematizo. Hanc veram Catholi
cam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in praesenti sponte profiteor 
et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum vitae spiritum 
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constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis, 
quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum 
in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro. 

Item firmiter am.plector ac recipio 
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti 
Ecclesiae magisterio definita, adserta ac 
declarata sunt, praesertim ea doctrinae 
capita, quae huius temporis erroribus 
directo adversantur. Ac primum qui
dem Deum, rerum omnium principium 
et finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea 
quae facta sunt, hoc est, per visibilia 
creationis opera, tamquam causam per 
efiectus. certo cognosd, adeoque de
monstrari etiam posse, profiteor. Se
cundo: Extema revelationis argumenta, 
hoc est. facta divina, in primisque mira
cula et prophetias admitto et agnosco 
tam.quam signa certissima divinitus or
tae Christianae Religionis, eademque 
teneo aetatum omnium atque homi
num, etiam huius temporis, intelligen
tiae esse maxime accommodata. Ter
tio: Firma pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam, 
verbi revelati custodem et magistram, 
per ipsum verum atque historicum 
Christum, cum apud nos degeret, pro
rime ac directo institutam, eandemque 
super Petrum, apostolicae hierarchiae 
principem eiusque in aevum successores 
aedi:ficatam. Quarto: Fidei doctrinam 
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres 
eodem sensu eademque semper senten
tia ad nos usque transmissam, sincere 
recipio; ideoque prorsus reiicio haereti
cum commentum evolutionis dogma
tum, ab uno in alium sensum transeun
tium, diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit 
Ecc,lesia; pariterque damno errorem om
nem, quo divino deposito, Christi Spon
sae tradito ab Eaque fideliter custodien
do, sufficitur philosophicum inventum, 
vel creatio humanae conscientiae, homi
num conatu sensim clformatae et in 
posterum indefinito progressu perfici
endae. Quinto: Certisshne ten eo ac 
sincere profiteor, Fidem non esse cae
cum sensum religionis e latebris su\
conscientiae erumpentem, sub pressione 
cordis et inflexionis voluntatis mopliter 
informatae, sed verum assensum intel
lectus veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex 
auditu, quo nempe, quae a Deo per
sonali, creatore ac domino nostro dicta, 
testata et revelata sunt, vera esse credi
mus, propter Dei auctoritatem summe 
veracis. 

"I . . . . firmly hold and accept each 
and every definition of the unerring 
teaching of the Church, with all she has 
maintained and declared, but especially 
those points of doctrine which express
ly combat the errors of our time. In 
the first place I profess my belief that 
God, the beginning and end of aU, can 
be certainty known and therefore proved 
to exist by the natural light of reason 
from the things that are made, that is, 
from the visible works of the creation 
as a cause from its effects. Next I 
recognize and acknowledge the external 
arguments of revelation, that is, divine 
facts, especially miracles and prophe
cies, as most certain signs of the divine 
origin of the Christian religion, and I 
hold that these are altogether suited to 
the understanding of every age and of 
all men, also of our times. Thirdly, 
I likewise hold with firm faith that the 
Church, the guardian and exponent of 
the revealed Word, was proximately and 
directly founded by the true and his
toric Christ Himself, wltile He dwelt 
amongst us, and that she was also built 
upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic 
Hierarchy, and upon his successors to 
the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely 
accept the teaching of faith as trans~ 
mitted down to us from the Apostles 
through the orthodox Fathers in the 
same sense and even in the same word
ing; and, therefore, I wholly reject the 
heretical notions of the evolution of 
dogmas, which pass from one sense to 
another alien to that which the Church 
held from the start; and I likewise con
demn every error whereby is substitut
ed for the divine deposit, entrusted by 
Christ to His Spouse and by Her to be 
faithfully guarded, a philosophic sys
tem or the creation of a human con
sciousness, gradually refined by the 
striving of men and finally to be per
fected hereafter by indefuiite progress. 
Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely 
profess that Faith is not a blind religious 
sense making its way out of the hidden 
region~ of the sub-liminal consciousness, 
merally tinged by the influence of heart 
and will, but is a true assent of the in
tellect to truth received from without 
by hearing, an assent whereby we be
lieve to be true, because of the authority 
of the all-true God, whatever by the 
personal God, our Creator and Lord, 
has been spoken, testified and revealed. 
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Me etiam, qua par est, reverentia, 
subiicio totoque animo adhaereo dam
nationibus, declarationibus, praescrip
tis omnibus, quae in Encyclicis litteris 
"Pascendi" et in Decreto "Lamentabi
Ji" continentur.. praesertim circa eam 
quam historiam dogmatum vocant. 
Idem reprobo errorem affinnantium, 
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posse his
toriae repugnare, et Catholica dogmata, 
quo sensu nunc intelliguntur, cum veri
onous Christianae religionis originibus 
componi non posse. Damno quoque 
ac reiicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt, 
Christianum hominem eruditiorem in
duere personam duplicem, aliam cre
dentis, aliam historici, quasi Iiceret his
torico ea retinere, quae credentis fidei 
contradicant, aut praemissas adstruere, 
ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse aut 
falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non 
denegentur. Reprobo pariter earn Serip
turae Sanctae diiudicandae atque inter
pretandae rationem, quae, Ecclesiae 
traditione, analogia Fidei, et Apostolicae 
Sedis nonnis posthabitis, rationalista
rum commentis inhaeret, et criticen tex
tus velut unicam supremamque regu
lam, haud minus licenter quam temere 
amplectitur. Sententiam praeterea il
lorum reiicio qui tenent, doctori disci
plinae historicae theologicae tradendae, 
aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam 
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam 
sive de supernaturali origine Catholicae 
traditionis, sive de promissa divinitus 
ope ad perennem conservationem unius
cuiusque reveJati veri; deinde scripta 
Patrum singulorum interpretanda solis 
scientiae principiis, sacra qualibet auc
toritate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate, 
qua profana quaevis monumenta solent 
investigari. In universum denique me 
alienissimum ab errore profiteor, quo 
modernistae tenent in sacra traditione 
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod Ionge dete
rius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt; 
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum fac
tum et simplex, communibus historiae 
factis aequ~dum; hominum nempe sua 
industria, sollertia, ingenio scholam a 
Christo eiusque Apostolis inchoatam pj.r 
subsequentes aetates continuantium. 
Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime reti
neo et ad extremum vitae spiritum 
retinebo, de charismate veritatis certo, 
quod est, fuit eritque semper in episcopa
tus ab Apostolis successione; non ut id 

"I further, with all due reverence, 
submit and with my whole mind ad
here to all the condemnations, declara
tions, and ordinances contained in the 
Encyclical letter Pascendi and in the 
Decree Lamentabili, particularly re
garding what is called the history of 
Dogma. 

"I also reject the error of those who 
aver that the Faith proposed by the 
Church may be in conflict with history, 
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense 
in which they are now understood can
not be harmonized with the more truth
ful "origins" of Christianity. More
over, I condemn and reject the opinion 
which declares that a Christian man of 
better culture can assume a dual per
sonality, one as a believer and another 
as an historian, as if it were permissible 
for the historian to hold fast what his 
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay 
down premises from which there fol
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of 
dogmas, provided only that these are 
not directly denied. Likewise I reject 
that method of estimating and interpret
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the 
Church's tradition and the analogy of 
Faith and the rules of the Apostolic See, 
adopts the rationalists' principles and 
with equal arbitrariness and rashness 
considers criticism of the text the one 
only supreme rule. Furthermore, I re
ject the opinion of those who hold that 
a teacher of the science of Historical 
Theology or the writer on the subject 
must first put aside the notions pre
viously conceived about the superna
tural origin of Catholic tradition or 
about the divine aid promised for the 
perpetual preservation of each revealed 
truth; then, that the writings of in
dividual Fathers must be interpreted 
solely by the data of science, without 
any reference to sacred authority, and 
with that freedom of judgment where
with every profane record is usually 
examined. 

"Finally and in general, I declare my
self to be far removed from the error 
of the modernists who hold that in 
sacred tradition there is nothing inher
ently divine; or who-far worse still
admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that 

\ 
thus there would remain only a bare 
simple fact equal to the ordinary facts 
of history, viz .• that the school started 
by Christ and His Apostles finds, in the 
ages that follow, men to carry it on by 
their energy, their skill, and their genius. 
Wherefore most firmly do I retain and 
to my last breath will I retain the Faith 
of the Fathers of the Church concern
ing the sure endowment of truth, which 
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teneatur quod melius et aptius videri 
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis 
culturam, sed ut nunquam aliter creda
tur, 1~unquam aliter intelligatur abso
luta et immutabilis veritas ab initio per 
Apostolos praedicata. 

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola

biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis 
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet ver

bis scriptisque deftectendo. Sic spon
deo, sic imo, sic me Deus adjuvet, et 

haec sancta Dei Evangelia. 

is, has been, and ever will be in the suc
cession of the Episcopate from the 
Apostles; not in such a way that what 
seems best and most fitting according 
to the refinement of each age may be 
held, but that the absolute and un
changeable truth preached from the be
ginning by the Apostles may never in 
any different wise be believed, never in 
any different wise be understood. 

All this I promise that I will faithfully, 
entirely and sincerely keep_ and in
violably guard, and from this never in 
teaching or howsoever· by word or writ
ing in the least depart. So I promise, 
so I swear, so help me God and these 
His holy gospels. 

INurt:=~7ur. 
1./ ~ 

Episeefll!S (iiel Det{gatus Episcopi )--~~....:::::3<...-b=, =/~---------
"Si quis autem, quod Deus avertat, iusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti 

Officii tribunal illico deferatur." (Motu Proprio "Sacrorum Antistitum.") 

REMARKS 

r. T he Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary 
of the place or his Delegate by: 

a) the Vicar General, 
b) the Diocesan Consultors, · 
c) the Censor of books, \ 
d ) Pastors, · 
e) Confessors ~d Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise 

their functions, ) 
f) Clerics called to ~ubdeaconship, 
g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary. 

(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X., Sept. x. rgro.) 
2. When several take the Oath at the same time. one may read the formula 

aloud; at the end each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words "Haec 
omnia spondeo," etc., and signs bis name. (S. C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910.) 

3· The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia. 

A08£\"STUOe:HT PRII'JT, 

/f. 8£H£CICT a C0u.£G.&:, ATCHt80N, KA.tfiL 
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A REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING 
HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS 

-----~~~~!__~ 0~------------------·------------
Name of St-udent 

_______ :{_(~<£_______________ ···-·-··-·.··---------JQJj ,l;.t ___________ ~----- - ----
Date Diocese 

·····-····· .JiL ... _IW... . 
S cholastic year completed -----------------i~;~ht~------···--·-···-·-

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In answering please underscore) 

1. Application to study : a) E1"<ce11ent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

2. Written work: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

3. Subject in which he seems to do best: --------·-··· ·-----------·----------------------------------····-·--

, II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS 

1. 'Willingness to \vork outside of class : a) A volunteer worker; b) Does what he is told; c) Reluctant 
to work. 

2. Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Average; c) Ne leadership ability. 

3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys; c) Disobedient. 

4. Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; c) Incorrigible. 

5. Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 

6. Sociability : a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social. . 

7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary ; b) Average; c) Careless about ceremonies. 

8. Fidelity to spirit ual exercises: a) Faithful; b) Freqently tardy; c) Frequently absent. 

9. Observance of seminary xules : a) Faithful; b ) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 
I 

10. General Demeanour: a) Becoming; b) Frivolous ; c) W orldly. 

11. Humility: a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 

12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks spirit of mortification. 

13. Silence: a) Faithf ul ouserver; b) Average; e ) Unsatisfactory . 

14. Attit ude in genera l: a ), Ta ctful; b) Cheerful ; c) Re,-erent; d) Tricky ; e) Irascible. 

III. GENTELMANLINESS 

1. Personal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) A·;erage; c) Slovenly and unkempt. 

2. Hisownroom: a) Neatandclean; b) Careless ; c) Disord erly . 

3 . Table manners: a) Good; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

4. Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Impression he makes on others: a) Virile and ma\1ly ; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable ; d) Nega-
tive personality . 

6. Punctuality: a) Punctua l a t all times; b) Fr/quently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 

7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

8. Consideration for others, especially inferiors : a) Superior; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory . 

9. Peculiar home condit ions : 
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IV. VOICE 

~1. Ability to read in public: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Voice: a) Strongandrobust; b) Average ; c) Poor; d) Hasforeignaccent. 

3. Defects of speech (if any) : ---~--------------------------------------
4. Ability to preach: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) P oor. 

5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c) Poor. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. , 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

General health: a) Good; b) Average ; c) Poor; d) Unsatisfactory. , 

Surgical operations (if any): __ (!.. ,.._E~· - .L"(,.,._. ~ -'-~ _Zi;:~_ 4«. ~- 7 
Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic ; c) Superiority complex; d) Inferiority complex; 

e) Delusions of grandeur; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather 

than with others. 

Physical defects: 

VI. ABILITIES 

1. His abilities seem to recommend him for the following occupation: a) Journalism; b) Work in the 

chancery office; c) Work among young people: d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 

f) A position in ·which public speaking plays a major role; g) Athletic work. 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., __ _ 

3. He seems to have a natural aptitude for _____ ------------------ _____________ , and therefore 

the faculty can safely recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highly; b) The pastor 

has the following adverse criticism to make: -------- ------

--------- --- ---

VII. OPIN[ON OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that: a) H e should be allowed and urged to continue; b) That he should be a d

monished of his faults and given an opportunity to amend; c) T hat he should be given another op

portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should 

be dropped from the seminary. 

\ 
IX. . OBSERVATIONS OF THE RECTOR 

/ 

The postponement of h i s ord ination was accepted 
~ith re~ignation and . hi~ keen disappointment is 
~ndicat~ve of the hi&h valu~ of the priesthood 
for ~im. He .works wel l under a superior, though 
all. ao not f~nd l~Jorking f or him as easy . He has 
exh~bited resourcefulness as a sacristan and mi~~t 
be considered for an M. S. role. 
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JOHN C. SLOWN 

ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 

LISLE:, JLL.JNOIS 

Wednesday , July 16, 1958 

Rt . Rev. 1-!sgr. Romeo Blanchet te 
310 Bridge Street 
Joliet, Illinois 

Dear .Msgr . Bls...Y!chet te : 

Tnis is to inform you that I plan t o attend 
this year ' s Seminary "Get-Toget her 11 on Zuly 26 at 
s t. Jude's Cabin. 

r remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

\ 



Yours in Chr.ist, 
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VACATION REPORT 

Reverend and dear Father: 

To 
ST. PROCOPIUS SEMINARY 

Lisle, Illinois 

~ -. {'\ 8 e<) n . J. ,._i • , 
JV 

Confidential 

The Third Council of Baltimore (Titulus v. No. 177) , the Roman Normae (Art. 166) and the 

Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities burden pastors with the obligation of watching 

over the conduct of their students during vacation and at its end of reporting it to the Seminary au

thorities. 

Kindly return this report, which shall be kept under the seal of strictest confidence, to the Very 

Reverend Rector. 

·~·-······ ···-~·-·························· ········ · ······· ··················· · ················ :···· Name of Student 

::::::: :::::::0~~0~~ .a ~ . : :: . : .. : : · · . · · : . 
Attending Week-day Ma"' ·············~·~·-····· · · · ··· ···· · ·· · ··························· · ····· ·· ·· ··· · ················· 
Reception of Sacraments ················r···~···· ............................................................................................ . 

::::ent : . . &~- . ::. . ::: : . . 
Deportment (Example, Habits, lnduslry, Piety) ff~·-··························· · · ················ 
Remarks 

ignatur e of Pastor 

Telephone .... - ...... .L ... f. .... ~ .... O. .. ? .. f../ ........... . ............. / .. l.~7 .. !.~1..!f{ ...... ~1!...1 ........... .. 
Address 

W.~'·~ 
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Reverend M~r Dlouhy, 0 .s .B. 
'" Rector 

St. Procopius 3~rl.naty 
Lisle :J I1 "! inois ! 

De&r Father Ma!1er: 

0~0088 

17 September 1958 

In yOli!!' letter of Septe:aber 12, I noticed that you M:ve 
Sl~ as a ea~didate f or t he Subdiaeonate. the report his d~tor sent 
us i."'%lediately a ~e1· the- or-eration, stated that. while the O'Y'lerat:i.:on 
itself wa.s ~"'.lcf!ec::qful ~ ths S".l~ce!is of the hee)1.ng would not be km:rm 
f er abO'IJt four •nontbs. :-1e asked the doctor :to notify us as soon as 
he bad a dcfilute report, on this.. 1 spoke to Mon3ignm• Blan~.hette · 
about this a feiT uee1""S ago, a."'ld !4onsignor told "'e that Mr. Slom11 ' 

call to the <)ubdi.a~onate wou.l" not ~~ gi-r.'"e!l unt.i~ ti""uer 'e'e f}l.ave re
ceived this rePQrt.. He suggested that the-e "".ight be !!!1 Ordination 
a~ilere near b7 in the Ydnt.e.,. 1me.~ :: ..... '3l<r..m coulC. catch up. In 
8117 ease, I believe we cannot count on his recei~ne the S'~iaeonate 
on Octo~ 28, 1958. 

~·Jith best Yisbes, I remain, 

Since-re~y ycu..yog in Christ, 

The Reverend Roger L. 
Assistant Chancellor 
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This is to cer tify t hat on 1 9 
Ihave announced the intended promotion of John c. Sl~,rn -----
to the diacona te in the parish chur ch. The following 
impediments and irregularities were d i scovered. ( If none , 
write 11none 11

) 

Date : 

! /., / 

Parish Seal Signature of Pastor 

\ 

j 



~. Jobn •s OrdinatiQn as -a sUbdeaoon nert week bil:lges on this 
report, tr~ you. BGnce, it is wq important to b!..-u and 'to us that 
W'" might recei-re this rep:Q' -inmedie..tolg, if at aU :wssibJ.e.. 

FOr yaur con~ience i.n replying, I am enclosiag a seJ.f
~ssed special deli very eavelOpe. 

With sincere thanks tor all tbat y0\1 have doiie and aU you I ' 

.are wing for John SJ.own, aDd ~g 7l)U aoo.•s bl.essinga, lremaia, 

Sin~ yours iD Christ* . 
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112 

000JS3 

(~I , _ 
This is to certify that on ._ 19-.:-;..!..·\--
I have announced the intended promotion of John c. Slown 
to the subdiaconate in the parish church. The follm~ing 
impediments and irregularities were discovered . {If none, 
write 11none 11

) 

Date: 

Parish Seal Signature of Pastor 

\ 
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NEWTON C . MEAD. M . D . -.. ---. '"' Q ~ A_ 
HOWARD J . SWEENEY. M.ti .. ·, I )$ 

636 CHU"CH S TREET EVA:\rsto*.i I L 0 

O RTHOPEDI C S URGERY 

"r.'itRNOONS BY "Pl'OINTMENT GREENLEAF 5·2563 

A OORESS- -------- A G E -

, 

---- ----- - ---M. C. 
REC. NO .. - - - -

\ 

/ 



' rlcuv tlmnks £or yoar kind rep],y to- IllY special. delivar;y 
latter. Bishop timlamara ~ with ycm.1 and has decided 'to lmit 
to* reassured by~ cexanina~ion (If Mr .. Slow. aenee,. WOJ.!l.d 
ycr.1 k kind e!lOQgb to give us your report, after yw ba"!l8 again 
examined !4r. Slow. Your gracious cOopel"atiPil thrbughout. and t.he 
hell> that you have gtven Mr ~ Sli»m b;r your sldll 1s t.rul,Y ap-
preciated. . 

lTith s:incer$ tb.anks a.:.d best wishes. I remain,, 



Dear 

We are veq ~to ,.Oll ft)r' Your kind r-eport O!l _Johr! • 
Slown. Ve are also very hapP;f tba.__ the report is so .fa'IOP8ble .. 
~~ 

With sine&'e thanks and wishing you God's blessings_. I 
.remain, 
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Very ReYerend ~.mnd Wabl: 
Dio~ or Rocla'Oltd -
1216 NC)rth tloUrt Street 
Roekf'Ord,_ Dl1llois 

Dear Father Wabls 

. tie ha-ve a boy in fourth tbeo1cgy ll1ho has received only 
m:1.nOr ordePs. Due to m1 operation be was usable ~ raceiTe 
the subdiaconate and diaeouate with his · class • W6 JlOW have tbe 
doctorts all clear signal~ · 

Would Bishop Laue happen to be .bavi.Dg ordtuations to the 
suhdiaeonate and/~ tbe diaconata some-time_~n :W\-1 and the 
SpriJ:tg? If' so-~ I woul.d very web apjlreciate_ lGlowlng the PJ,aca3 
and dates af au,y aueb: ordina~i<nls and tbe possibillty of having 
tbis c:mQdidate joiA tile · c"lass • 

.With siacere thaDks and best wishes, I remain_, 

Sincereq- yoars in Cbrilit.* 
~ 
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lt.. Rev. }!sgr. George A. Carton, 
Diocese o1 Peoria 
007 NE. l:fadi.Soa Avenue ., 
Peoria 11 n 1 iuois 

Dear "I011signor Carton: 

-"' . We have-a bey ill fO\lrth theology Who has received only 
Jidnol" o~rs. Due to an operation he was unable to receive 
the subdiaeonate and. diaconate with ~ class. We now have the 
doc~ all clear signal. 

Would BishOp Cousins happen to be baying ordinations to tbe 
· subdiaoonate and/or the ffiaeonate sometime between now afld the 
$pril.lg? U so • 1 would veey- m.ueh appreciate knowin~ the places 
an4 dates ot ars:r such ordinatiODS and the possibUi't\Y of baving 
this candidate join the cl.aas. 
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Dear Fat.!lfi- Maur: 
-

BishOp SbeU llill confer seconq mhlors at. 1 a.m. at St • · 
Andrew's ia CldC$80 on December 2I. Archbishop .0 'Brien will 
confer ~eond zr.inors on December lh at 1'ecbn.1, · ~ exact t.ime ~is 
not avail ab1e to me at the ~nt~' W~d either of these dates 
be suitable ~or ,the ordinat,iO}bo.f Daniel. Stempora and Mi~l 
L,.w;ms? If so, which date ll01ild be prei'erable? As SGeD as I 
receive your re~_. i vi.:!). try -to make- arrangements with the 
Chieago Obailc$7 Office tar incl.usion o£-t.bese two ads in the 
ord.i.Dation olass~ aed I shall obtain Oiiiiissorial ~etters . .from 
th& Bisbop for tbe same. • 

-Dhteago appareutl;r vill not be hanng ordinat,ions to ibe 
subdia~~nate in the ilnmediate future. I a1ll tooq- writing to 
Peoria ao(LF..oekford to- see if they mi~t be having some ordinations_, 
since John· ~ bave to reeei:ve b"oth sul,>LU,aconate and di,accm
-ate. w~ reQeived a very favorable repm""t from his doctq.r,.. 
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DECLARATIO 

(Propria ~anu subscribenda a candidatis in singulis Sacris Ordinibus 
suscipiendis , iuramento coram Ordinario praestito - A. A. S . , Vol . 23 , p . 127) 

)ie Mer:sis::..J/!::_Anni /f~d 
De ektorum ver~te fidem facio 

~~d--. 

Datum 

Die tl 

Seminario S.Procopii, Lisl~ , Ill. 

Nensis~ An"li Lf£r;t' 
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·· Praesen-tium: Nostra..T'lnl vig-Qre d:imi'ttirllus Joa.nre'!l Slown Dioeeeseos 
hujas- al'UlilJlUm eum in t:'inem, ut -a Reve?eud!fitiimo . ae Exeel1entis
smo D .. D. Alberto ·Gr.e~io Me~r vel ali_o Episcopo eommunionem 
Sa!ictae Sed;1s Apostoii.cae r..abcate· ad. o:rdines majores subdiacon-. 
atus ~t. diaconatus ;P...~overi possit, du,:mnodo ni.b.:il obstet et 
am:da co-ou':::lellta. necessaria~ quae a Jxre -DanolP:co r~tur, 
e~-at. . 

In ~ fide'iii has pra.es~tes Li-t-teras manu rlootra Subftar5.ptas,. 
ai€ill9qua Noatrc et .Canflellaril tiostri ~sc:M.pti0ne munitas 
fi$~1 ~$~; -
Datum Joliett.ae ex· Aedibus Cancellariae Hos.t,'t"ae 
~ 4a oecambria", ~958 • . 
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c:J t 07 
Petitio Candidati Promoturi ad Sacram Ordinem 

Ego, infrascriptus, ... .. .... . . .... X---~--------··• alumnus Seminarii 

--~--R~---·······• annum..::Il[_______ curriculi theologici frequentans, cum 

mature deliberatione ac ~cera fide me esse ad statum sacerdotalem vocatum existimem ad or-

dines accedere cupio atque hisce praesentibus ab Ex.mo Antistite meo, diocesis ..HJ""""'~-t-'\..~~~._ 

Ordinario, admissionem ad sylJ8ia&9AaV.. (aw- diaconatum ¥ei~oHII~~Fet~!()l 

Fateor et declaro, me cuncta, quae ad naturam et obligationes status clericalis, ac praesertim 

ad le.gem caelibatus sacris ordinibus adnexam, pertinent, plane perspecta habere; volo pariter et con

stituo omnia et singula eiusdem status onera suscipere, eaque etiam propono ac spondeo, ope divinae 

gratiae, integre constanterque servare toto tempore vitae meae. 

T estificor, me propositum habere ascendendi ad omnes ordines, nee vero importunis aliorum 

precibus, suasionibus, obtestationibus vel pollicitationibus presswn aut allectum ad sacram militiam 

impelli, sed libera omnino ac spontanea voluntate, semotis minis, metu, vi vel coactione, sacram or

dinationem expetere. 

Quibus precibus ut qua Episcopus meus benigne annuere velis, revertenti atque obsequenti 

animo supplico, 

Excellentiae Tuae Reverendissimae, 

Servus humillimus. 

~2---~-- -· · ·········· 
Datum die .. /{p_ ____ mensis.JJ~---· anni .. f.9-.9..%.' 

Petionem praemissam mihi tempore et loco, uti supra, fuisse oblatam testor. 

R~~-d ..................... . 
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Litterae Tostimonialos Rcctoris Seminarii do Requisitis ad Ordinos Suscipiendas 

Ecro, infrascriptus Rector Serninarii Sancti 

Lisle, Illinois, tcstor -r· ~ 
juris requisita ut poss p~ori ad ordinem 

Procopii, 

omnia 

.... ~~~~--..:::d....:~L...,~I<lc::::=.:·=-..._;:=-----r~ i tc explevisse. In specio, 

tcstor cum esse baptizatum, chrismate signat~-n., bon:f.a 

moribus praeditum, a parocho suo commenclatum, a R.Gctore et 

facul tate hujus seminarii approbatum, hunc ordinem ~ 

ot~res) sua sponte petivisse, studia secundum praescripta 

Canonis 976 pereeisse 0t examen in ~antum necessarium ad 

nonnam Canonis 996 , #2 feliciter explevisse, examen de 

ordine ~) suscipiendo ~) subiisse, exercitia spiri· 

tualia per tres ~ integros dies p3re3i~se ( v ~l peFa.cturum 

e~) , lit teras testimoniales in ~uantum neeessax-ias obtinuisse, 

nulli impediment~ vel irrezularitati obnoxium esse, et ordinem 

praevium ~ iam recipisse. 

Datum ex: aedibus Seminarii Sti. Procopii die 11 mensis ~ Anno /9se-

(sigillum) 
~~ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
~0~ 

719 NORTH WABASH AVENUE 

CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 

December 19, 1958 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certi£y that John Sl own o£ the Diocese o£ Joliet, 

O.:J0 1BS 

Illinois was ordained t o the Subdiacona.te by His Excellency, 

The Most Reverend William D. 0 ' Brien, D .D., Auxiliary Bishop -

Archbishop o£ Chicago on December 14, 1958 at St. Mary's Mission 

House, Techny, Illinois. 

Rt . Rev. Ms gr. Cletus F . 0 1 Donnell 
Vice - Chancellor 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
~0~ 

719 NORTH WAB AS H AVENUE: 

CHICAGO 11 , ILLINOIS 

December 29, 1958 

TO l,fflOl.f IT MAY CONCERN: 

This is to certify that John Slown of the Diocese of Joliet 

was ordained t o the Diaconate on December 21, 1958 at St. 

Andrew's Church, Chicago , Illinois by His Excellency , The 

Most Reverend Vincent Brizgys, D.D. , Auxiliary Bishop of 

Kaunas , Lithuania. 

Rt. ~~onnell 
Vice - Chane ell or 
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Q.:J D112 " -~~~---~~~~p~us ___ SEMINARY 
Lisle 

A REPORT OF THE RECTOR TO THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF JOLIET CONCERNING 
HIS ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS 

· Jolrii Slown ~---:: __ _13 ~-~-~---- _______ ..J..Qlt e..t _____________ _ 
Name en Student Date DWce.se 

______ l ___ §_~ro_, ______ ~h.~g_.__.!JL________ _________ _ _______ Dia.aon.a,te. _______________________ ----·-
Scholastic year completed Latt Order received 

I. INTELLECTUAL ABILITY 

(In a:nsv,rer.ing please underscore) 

1. Application to study : a) Excellent; b) Average ; c) Poor. 

Z. Written work: a ) Excellent; b) Average : c) Poor. 

3. Subject in which he seems to do best: -----------------------------------------------·--- ----------------

II. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS - ---.. 
1. Willingness to work outside of class: a) A volunteer worker; ~es what he is !j7; 

to work. , 
c) Reluctant 

2. Ability as a leader: a) Inspiring leader; b) Averag~; c) No leadership ability. 

3. Obedience to authority: a) Obeys with alacrity; b) Merely obeys ; c) Disobedient. 

4. Amenability to correction and advice: a) Docile; b) Fails to amend; c) Incorrigible. 

5. Ability to cooperate: a) Very Cooperative; b ) Negative; c) Uncooperative. 

6. Sociability: a) Gracious and kindly; b) Shy and silent; c) Anti-social; d) satisfactory. 
7. Conduct in Chapel: a) Exemplary; b) Average ; c) Carelessaboutceremonies. 

8. Fidelity to sp iritual exercises: a) _Faithful; b) Freqently tardy; c) Frequently absent. 

9. 0 bservance of seminary rules : a) F a ithful ; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

10. General Demeanour: a) B ecomingj b) Frivolous; c) Worldly. 

11. Humility : a) Humble and submissive; b) Average; c) Proud and haughty. 

12. Mortification: a) Satisfactory; b) A grumbler; c) Lacks sp irit of mortification. 

13. Silence: a) Faithful observer; b) Average; c ) Unsatisfactory. 

14. Attitude in general: a) Tactful; b) Cheerful; c) Reverent; d) Tricky; e) Irascible. 

Ill. GENTELMANLINESS 

1. Pe~sonal appearance: a) Neat and clean; b) Average; c) Slovenly and unkempt. . . 
. 2, His own room: a) Neat and clean; b ). Careless; e) Disorderly. 

3. Table manners : a) Good; b) Average; c ) Unsatisfactory. 

4 . Courtesy: a) Well mannered; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Impression he makes on others" a ) Virile and manly.; b) Effeminate; c) Disagreeable; d) Nega-
tive personality. 

6. Punctuality : a) Punctual at all times; b ) Frequently tardy; c) Unsatisfactory. 

7. Ability to get along with people: a) Excellent; b) Average ; c) Poor; d) ~nsati8factory. 

8. Consideration for others. especially inferiors: a) Superior; b) Average ; c) Unsatisfactory. 

9. Peculiar home conditions: 
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IV. VOICE 

1: ·At:>.flity .fo -read in pubiic: a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Unsatisfactory. 

2. Voice: a).,Strong and robust; b) Average; c) P oor; d) Has foreign accent. 
' 

3. Defects of speech (if any) : --------~-------------------------------------------------------------
4. Ability to preach : a) Excellent; b) Average; c) Poor. 

5. Conversation: a) Good; b) Hesitant and disjointed; c ) Poor. 

V. PHYSICAL REPORT 

1. General health: a) Good; b) Average; c) P oor; d) Unsatisfactory. 

2 . Surgical operations (if any): ---~,.•-*~-'"-1~ ~ • -c • ~ ~ ;:4 __ _ 
3. Mental disorders: a) Normal; b) Melancholic; c) Superiority comple:rQ d) Inferiority complex; 

e) Delusions of grandeur ; f) Excessive nervousness; g) An oddity; h) Prefers to be alone rather 

than with others. 
4. Physical defects: ____ k~:: ______________________ ______________ _ 

VI. A BILITIES 

L His abilities see~ to recommend him for the following occupation: a) J ournalism ; b) Work in the 

chancery office; c j ,;v ork among young people; d) An assistant pastorate; e) Work as a teacher; 
' . 

f) A position in which public speaking plays a major role ; g) Athletic work. 

2. He is able to speak a language other than English, viz., -------------------------

J. He seems to have a natura) aptitude for -------------------- -----------• and therefore 
the faculty ca~ ,saf.elY: recommend him for higher studies in this matter. 

VII. REPORT ON HIS VACATION LETTERS 

1. Vacation letter received and a) The pastor recommends him favorably or highlv: b) The pastor 

has the following adverse criticism to make: ----------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------,------------

VII. OPINION OF THE FACULTY 

1. The faculty feels that~ a) He should be allowed and urged to co~tinue: b) That he should be ad

monished of his faults and given a~ opportunity to amend; c) That he should be given another op

portunity but should not be allowed to receive further Orders until he amends; d) That he should 

be dropped from the seminary. 

• . r • ; • - t 

IX. OBSERVATIONS ·oF THE R£CTOR 

. H~s spirits have revived with his promotion to Orders. Rev. Mr. 
John BloWn confines his leardership abilities t o his· assignment. 
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Petitio Candidati Promoturi ad Sacram Ordinem 

----- ---~----------------------• alumnus Seminarii 

annum.~ curriculi theologici frequentans, cum 

matura deliberatione ac sincera fide me esse a/statum sacerdotalem vocatum existimem ad or-

dines accedere cupio atque hisce praesentibus ab Ex.mo Antistite meo, diocesis 

Ordinario, admissionem ad sY&Eiie:eeeamm ( sev diaeea:atum ·~ presbyteratum 

F ateor et declare, me cuncta, quae ad naturam et obligationes status clericalis, ac praesertim 

ad legem caelibatus sacris ordinibus adnexam, pertinent, plane perspecta habere; volo pariter et con

stituo omnia et singula eiusdem status onera suscipere, eaque etiam propono ac spondeo, ope divinae 

gratiae, integre constanterque servare toto tempore vitae meae. 

Testificor, me propositum habere ascendendi ad omnes ordines, nee vero importunis aliorum 

precibus, suasionibus, obtestationibus vel pollicitationibus pressum aut allectum ad sacram militiam 

impelli, sed libera omnino ac spontanea voluntate, semotis minis, metu, vi vel coactione, sacram or

dinationem expetere. 

Quibus precibus ut qua Episcopus meus benigne annuere velis, revertenti atque obsequenti 

animo supplico, 

Excellentiae Tuae Reverendissimae, 

Servus humillimus. 

oJL···-1! .... ~---··············· 
Datum die ____ g ___ mensis.~---------- -- · anni ... /f-£j.. 

P etionem praemissam mihi tempore et loco, u ti supra, fuisse oblatam tester. 

~-tr-~J.····-··· 
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J • M. J • O.J0 tl4 
April 3, 1959 

Rt . Rev. Msgr . Romeo Blanchette, 
Vicar General , 
310 Bridge Street , 
Joliet , Illinois . 

Rev. ~Ir . John Slown 
St . Procopius Seminary 
Lisle , Illinois 

Dear Msgr . Blanchette : 

The following is the information that you requested from. the 
candidates for the priesthood - 1959 . 

1 . 3 glossy prints of self enclosed with thls letter . 

2 . Date of birth. 
Feruary 15 , 1933 

3 . Place of birth. 
Chicago , Illinois 

4 . Home address . 
1533 Washington Avenue 
Wilmette , r :linois 

5. Eome parish . 
St . Joseph Church 
Wilmette, Illinois 

6 . t~ a tionali ty . 
German 

7 . Father 1 s full name C deceased - Oct . 2 , 1958 ) 
~~ . John Charl es Slown 

8 . Mother 1 s maiden name ( living ) 
Margaret Helen Scninler 

9 & 1 0 . Reading and s peaki ng L~owledge of language other than English . 
Eight years ago , I was capable of reading end speaking 
Spanish quite well . I n that I have not used this language !or 
t h is length of time , I have become very rusty in its use . But 
1tri th so:ne brushing up on the subject , I feel confident that 
I could once again read anQ speak Spanish ~luently . 

11. Preparatory Education . 
grade - St. ~oseph , Wilmette , I ll . - 8yrs . 
high - Loyola Academy, Chicago, Ill . - 4yrs . 
college - St . Procopius, Lisle, Ill. - 2yrs . 
seminary - St . Procopius Seminary , Lisle , Ill. - 6yrs . 
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12 . Degrees earned. 
Bachelor of Arts 

13 . Time and date of Fir st Sol emn ~ass . 
11 : 00 a . m. 
June 6th , 1959 

14. Church of ~irst Solemn Mass . 
St . Joseph Chur ch 
Wi l mette , I lli no i s 

15. Assistant Pr i est . 
Rt . Rev . Ms gr. Jo~~ A. KeQmann - pastor of home parish 

16 . Deacon . 
Rev . Herbert Boesen - assistant at home parish 

17 . SubC.eecon . 
Rev . Robert F . Sauer - assistant at home parish 

18 . The Most Rev. Raymond P. Hillinger , D.D. - Preacher . 

On Saturday, June 13 , 1959 , I have been asked to be deacon at a 
'.<~eddins in my home parish . I am \'l'Onder1..ng whether or not I \'Till be 
able to accept this date , due t o the fact that the ne\'rly ordained 
priests ~ight have to report to their assigned parishes also on this 
day. ~·/ould ypu please inform me , at your earliest c onvenience , as to 
vrhat I sho J.ld do concerning this :natter? 

I Than:ring you f or your k i nd consiG.ereticn of this matter and i:fi th 
best wishes , I remain 

o(r - !?RIJ -· 
~~-

Sincerely yours in Christ , 
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DIOCESE OF .JOLIET 

Lhanc~"IJ 0/ficB 

His Excellency 1 

310 BRIDC t STREET 

JOL I ET . IL LINOIS 

The Most Rev. Martin D. McNamara_, 
Bishop of Joliet 1n W.inois ~ 

Your Excellency': 

Realizing what it may mean to me in the future, 
conscious of the source of edification which it will 
certainly be for others, and glad of an opportunity 
to comply with your wish, which bas as its object 'Iff¥" 
own wel.tare and the welfare of those who ma.Y be en
trusted to JIG" care, I willing]J bind 11\V'Self for five 
years from the day of IffY ordination to the priesthood 
to abstain from all intoxicants. 

With sentiments of reverence and obedience, I beg 
to remain, 

Sincere]J" yaws in Christ, 

TELEPHONE 2 -11513 

OJ 0116 
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I wish to ' thank you for nav.:ing sent the data on ~ur coming 
ordination. I believe that j«<U can aoeept. the reqnest ~o be Deacon 
at a wedding in ..,.our hoore par.ish on Satur~y 6 June 13th. If you have 1 
to .r-eport tnat day to 10ur n~v pastor • I am sure that that. would be in 
.the aft.emoon. 

~th best Wishes~ I remain• 
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Wilmette, Illinois 

rn._-za ..meom~-· aono~ 
Reverende Domine, . . 1::· I . Q }!: ' ;t 

Per has htteras te monitum velim, me dle_·-· .. .. ensiS.............. .. , . 

amm~ butaotem promotion em n.2Qannis 1 mm .... C J ~ 2 0 
ad sacrum._. esb_Y.ter~tu,..§.~ .... ordinem proclamasse, nee unum, quod referrem, 

impedimentum m1hi exinde innotuisse. 

Cum s.ensibus peculiaris 

Reverendo D. Seminaril Rectori, 
Lisle, illinois. 

(L.S.) 
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~ahtt IDa~epfr ~dnrg (; ,J J 1 Z 1 
1747 ~ .. J\be>:me 
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DECLARATIO C00 122 

De expositorum verac i tat e f i dem facio 

Die~Mensis ~ An!li }?5J 
' - -,;;; , n _ . ~ d .,../, 

( :F orne n) --U~:'Zd:::Z~""---;.LL~~<fek:.~::::::.._--
Datlli~ Seminario S.Pr ocopii, 

Die /£ Mensis ~ Anni _ _ !
1

9-5ft 
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Littcr ac Tcstinonialcs Rcctoris Se~inarii de Rcquisitis ad Ordincs Suscipiendas 

E~o, infrascriptus Rector Scminarii Sancti Procopii, 

Lisle, Illinois, tcstor~ t . ~ 
juris requisita ut possi promoveri ad ordincm ~ 

onnia 

<9-t&.u. ~ L--CPd(.w,..< rite e:A.'Plevisse . In specie, 

tester c::S::Cizatum, chrismate si3natum, bonis 

moribus praeditum, a parocho suo comrr.cnclatum, a Rcctore et 

facul tate hujus seminarii approbatum, hunc ordinem ~ 

O'r±i:nes.} sua sponte petivisse , studia secundum praescripta 

Canonis 976 pereeisse ct examen in quantum necessari um ad 

normam Canonis 996 . #2 feliciter explevisse, exam.en de 

ordine (~ suscipicndo ~ subiisse , exercitia spiri

tualia per~ sex) inte[;ros dies l!lEH'C~isse h,..ol peracturum 

esse) , litteras testimoniales in quantum necessar ias obtinuisse, 

nulli Lmpodimento vel irrecuiaritati obnoxium esse, et ordinem 

praevium A :r -<d'CkZ « ~ iam reci pisse . 

Datum ex aedibus Seminarii Sti. Procopii die /b mensis ~ / 

(sigillum) 
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PROFESSIONIS FIDEI ET IURISIURANDI FORMULA 
Praesa:ipta in Motu Proprio "Sacrorum Antistitum" Pii PP. X. die 1. mensis Sept, anni 1910. 

0~0 12 6 ~ 
Ego, N .N ·•····-···················-·····-~-~!~_.?..!2.~ ...................... -........ _ ................. -............... - ....... -................ _ 

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia et singula, quae continentur in symbolo Fidei, 
quo sancta Romana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omni
potentem, factorem caeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et invistbilium. Et in unum 
Dominum Iesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum. Et ex Patre natu.m ante om
nia saecti:la. Deum de Deo, lumen de lu.mine, Deum veru.m de Deo vero. Genitum, 
non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos 
homines et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu 
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et Homo factus est. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio 
Pilato passus, et sepultus est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et 
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iteru.m venturus est cum gloria 
iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Do
minum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patre et Filio simul 
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam, 
Catholicam et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem 
peccatorum. Et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturi saeculi. 
Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones, reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae obser
vationes et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector. Item sacram Scripturam 
iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est iudicare de 
vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nee eam unquam, nisi 
iuxta unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque 
septem esse vere et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a Iesu Christo Domino nostro 
instituta, atque ad salutem humani generis, licet non omnia singulis, necessaria, 
scilicet, Baptismum, Confumationem, Eucharistiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unc
tionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum, 
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non poSse. Receptos quoque et 
approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictoru.m omnium Sacramentorum sol
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali 
et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt,
amplector et r~cipio. Profiteor pariter in Missa offerri Deo veru.m, proprium et pro 
pitiatorium Sacrificium pro vi vis et defunctis; atque in sanctissimo Eucharistiae 
sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et Sanguinem una cum anima 
et divinitate Domini nostri Iesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius substantiae 
panis in Corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica 
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie to
tum atque integrum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Pur
gatorium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos 
una cum Christo regnantes veneraodos atque invocandos esse, eosque oratioues Deo 
pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse venerandas. Firmiter assero imagines 
Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nee non aliorum Sanctoru.m habendas et reti
nendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgenti
arum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christi
ano populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam 
Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romano
que Pontifice, beati Petri A.po.olorum Principis successori, ac Iesu Christi Vicario 
veram obedientiam spondeo a~ iuro. Caetera item omnia a sacris Canowbus et 
Oecumenicis Conciliis, ac pa.ecipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecu
menico Coucilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Ponti
ficis Primatu et infallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque 
contraria omnia, atque baereses quascumque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et 
anatbematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et anathematizo. Hanc veram Catboli
cam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in praesenti sponte profiteor 
et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum vitae spiritum 
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constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis, 
quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum 
in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro. 

Item firmiter am.plector ac recipio 
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti 
Ecclesiae magisterio definita, adserta ac 
declarata sunt, praesertim ea doctrinae 
capita, quae huius temporis erroribus 
directo adversantur. Ac primum qui
dem Deum, rerum omnium principium 
et finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea 
quae facta sunt, hoc est, per visibilia 
~reationis opera, tamquam causam per 
effectus, certo cognosci, adeoque de
monstrari etiam posse, profiteor. Se
cunda: Externa revelationis argumenta, 
hoc est, facta divina, in primisque mira
cula et prophetias admitto et agnosco 
tamquam signa certssima divinitus or
tae Christianae Religionis, eademque 
teneo aetatum omnium atque homi
nuni, etiam huius temporis, intelligen
tiae esse maxime accommodata. Ter
tia: Firma pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam, 
verbi revelati custodem et ma~stram, 
per ipsum verum atque historicum 
Christum, cum apud nos degeret, pro
xime ac directo institutam, eandemque 
super Petrum, apostolicae hierarchiae 
pfi?cipem eiusque in aevum successores 
aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctrinam 
ap Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres 
eodem sensu eademque semper senten
tia ad nos usque transmissam, sincere· 
~ecipio; ideoque prorsus reiicio haereti
cum commentum evolutionis dogma
tum, ab uno in alium sensum transeun
tium, diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit 
Ecclesia; pariterque damno errorem om
nero, quo divino deposito, Christi Spon
sae tradito ab Eaque fideliter custodien
do, sufficitur philosophicum inventum, 
vel creatio humanae conscientiae, homi
num conatu sensim efformatae et in 
posterum indefi.nito progressu per:fici
endae. Quinto: Certissime ten eo ac 
sincere profitor, Fidem non esse cae
cum s·ensum religionis e latebris sub
conscientiae erumpentem, su~ pressione 
cordis et infiexionis voluntatis moraliter 
informatae, sed verum ~sensum intel
lectus veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex 
auditu, quo nempe, quae a Deo per
sonali, crea tore ac domino nostro dicta, 
testata et revelata sunt, vera esse credi
mus, propter Dei auctoritatem summe 
veracis. 

"I .... firmly hold and accept each 
and every definition of the unerring 
teaching of the Church, with all she has 
maintained and declared, but especially 
those points of doctrine which express
ly combat the errors of our time. In 
the first place I profess my belief that 
God, the beginning and end of all, can 
be certainly known and therefore proved 
to exist by the natural light of reason 
from the things that are made, that is, 
from the visible works of the creation 
as a cause from its effects. Next I 
recognize and acknowledge the external 
arguments of revelation, that is, divine 
facts, espedally miracles and prophe
cies, as most certain signs of the divine 
origin of the Christian religion, and I 
hold that these are altogether suited to 
the understanding of every age and of 
all men, also of our times. Thirdly, 
I likewise hold with firm faith that the 
Church, the guardian and exponent of 
the revealed Word, was proximately and 
direc.tly founded by the true and his
toric Christ Himself, while He dwelt 
amongst us, and that she was also built 
upon Peter, -the Prince of the Apostolic 
Hierarchy, and upon his successors to 
the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely 
accept the teaching of faith as trans
mitted down to us from the Apostles 
through the orthodox Fathers in the 
same sense and even in the same word
ing; and, therefore, I wholly reject the 
heretical notions of the evolution of 
dogmas, which pass from one sense to 
another alien to that which the Church 
held from the start; and I likewise con
demn every error whereby is substitut
ed for the divine deposit, entrusted by 
Christ to His Spouse and by Her to be 
faithfully guarded, a philosophic sys
tem or the creation of a human con
sciousness, gradually refined by the 
striving of men and :finally to be per
fected hereafter by indefinite progress. 
Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely 
profess that Faith is uot a blind religious 
sense making its way out of the hidden 
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness, 
morally tinged by the influence of heart 
and will, but is a true assent of the in
tellect to truth received from without 
by hearing, an assent whereby we be
lieve to be true, because of the authority 
of the all-true God, whatever by the 
personal God, our Creator and Lord, 
has been spoken, testified and revealed. 
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Me etiam, qua par est, reverentia, 
subiicio totoque animo ~dhaereo dam
nationibus, declarationibus, praescrip
tis omnibus, quae in Encyclicis litteris 
"Pascendi" et in Decreto "Lamentabi
li" continentur, praesertim circa eam 
quam historiam dogmatum vocant. 
Idem reprobo errorem affirmantium, 
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posse his
toriae repugnare, et Catholica dogmata, 
quo sensu nunc intelliguntur, cum veri
oribus Christianae religionis originibus 
componi non posse. Damno quoque 
ac reiicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt, 
Christianum hominem eruditiorem in
duere personam duplicem, aliam cre
d~ntis, aliam historici, quasi liceret his
torico ea. retinere, quae credentis fidei 
contradicattt, aut praemissas adstruere, 
ex quibus conseq.uatur dogmata esse aut 
falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non 
denegentur. Reprobo pariter eam Scrip
turae Sanctae diiudicandae atque inter
pretandae rationem, quae, Ecclesiae 
traditione, analogia Fidei, et Apostolicae 
Sedis normis posthabitis, rationalista
rum commentis inhaeret, et criticen tex
tus velut unicam supremamque regu
lam, haud minus licenter quam temere 
amplectitur. Sententiam praeterea il
lorum reiicio qui tenent, doctori disci
plinae historicae theologicae tradendae, 
aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam 
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam 
sive de supematurali origine Catholicae 
traditionis, sive de promissa divinitus 
ope ad perennem conservationem unius
cuiusque revelati veri; deinde scripta 
Patrum singulorum interpretanda solis 
scientiae principiis, sacra qualibet auc
toritate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate, 
qua profana quaevis monumenta solent 
investigari. In universum denique me 
alienissimum ab errore profiteer, quo 
modernistae tenent in sacra traditione 
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe dete
rius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt; 
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum fac
tum et simplex, communibus historiae 
factis aequandum; hominum nem~e sua 
industria, sollertia, ingenio scholam a 
Christo eiusque Apostolis inc~ tam per 
subsequentes aetates continuantium. 
Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime reti
neo et ad extremum vitae spiritum 
retinebo, de charismate veritatis certo, 
quod est, fuit eritque semper in episcopa
tus ab Apostolis successione; non ut id 

"I further, with all due reverence, 
submit and with my whole mind ad
here to all the condemnations, declara
tions, and ordinances contained in the 
Encyclical letter Pascendi and in the 
Decree Lamentabili, particularly re
garding what is called the history of 
Dogma. 

"I also reject the error of those who 
aver that the Faith proposed by the 
Church may be in conflict with history, 
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense 
in which they are now understood can
net be harmonized with the more truth
fu1 "origins" of Christianity. More
over, I condemn and reject the opinion 
which declares that a Christian man of 
better culture can assume a dual per
sonality, one as a believer and another 
as an historian, as if it were permissible 
for the historian to hold fast what his 
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay 
down premises from which there fol
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of 
dogmas, provided only that these are 
not directly denied. Likewise I reject 
that method of estimating and interpret
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the 
Church's tradition .and the analogy of 
Faith and the rules of the Apostolic See, 
adopts the rationalists' principles and 
with equal arbitrariness and rashness 
considers criticism of the text the one 
only supreme rt4e. Furthermore, I re
ject the opinion of those who hold that 
a teacher of the science of Historical 
Theology or the writer on the subject 
must first put aside the notions pre
viously conceived about the superna
tural origin of Ca·tholic tradition or 
about the divine aid promised for the 
perpetual preservation of each revealed 
truth; then, that the writings of in
dividual Fathers must be interpreted 
solely by the data of science, without 
any reference to sacred authority, and 
with that freedom of judgment where
with every profane record is usually 
examined. 

"Finally and in general, I declare 
myself to be far removed from the error 
of the modernists who hold that in 
sacred tradition there is nothing inher
ently di"ine; or wh~far worse still
admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that 
thus there would remain only a bare 
simple fact equal to the ordinary facts 
of history, viz., that the school started 
by Christ and His Apostles finds, in the 
ages that follow, men to carry it on by 
their energy, their skill, and their genius. 
Wherefore most firmly do retain and 
to my last breath will I retain the Faith 
of the Fathers of the Church concern
ing the sure endowment of truth, which 
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teneatur quod melius et aptius videri 
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis 
culturam, sed ut nunquam aliter creda
tur, nunquam aliter intelligatur abso
luta et immutabilis veritas ab initio per 
Apostolos praedicata. 

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis 
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet ver
bis scriptisque defiectendo. Sic spon

deo, sic iuro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et 
haec santa Dei Evangelia. 

is, bas been, and ever will be in the suc
cession of the Episcopate from the 
Apostles; not in such a way that what 
seems best and most fitting according 
to the refinement of each age may be 
held, but that the absolute and un
changeable truth preached from the be
ginning by the Apostles may never in 
any different wise be believed, never in 
any different wise be understood. 

All this I promise that I will faithfully, 
entirely and sincerely keep and in
violably guard, and from this never in 
teaching or howsoever by word or writ
ing in the least depart. So I promise, 
so· I swear, so help me God and these 
His holy Gospels. 

Subscribitur ·······-· ......... ··-···· . . ···-·········· .. ~········· ····· · · ·· ······· ·· ···· ·········· · · ···· ······ · ···· · · ·· 
Ex loco ...... .JL __ g_~l-.J.g.J:.t.a§ .... J..Q1J..~ .. t.w.n.~.;i,.s .. , ..... J:9.J.i~.t.t.ae.., .... lliin.Qis .............................. . 

Die --···~-~---···· ··mensis ............................ J.~-~~---··-·········· ·-··· · ······ ··· · · · ········ · ·· · ··· ····· · ·· · ·· · ·····A.D .... ...... !9..29. ................ . 

~ i J-Y/-If !i/ 

:~: :•• coram nobiz testamur. II! t.>"A "1 

::::r:=--~=-:~-~=----~-~~-~==:~~-=-=~~=-~-== 
"Si quis autem, quod Deus avertat, iusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti 

Officii tribunal illico deferatur." (Motu Proprio "Sacrorum Antistitum.") 

REMARKS 

1. The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary 
of the place or his Delegate by: 

a) the Vicar General, 
b ) the Diocesan Consultors, . 
c) the Censor of qooks, 
d ) Pastors, \ 

.J e) Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise 
/"". their functjbns, 

f) Clerics cal1ed to Subdeaconship, 
g ) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary. 

(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X., Sept. 1, 1910.) 
2. Vlhen several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula 

aloud; at the end each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words "Haec 
omnia spondeo," etc., and signs his name. (S C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910.) 

3. The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia. 

AUEr lriJDEftr 1'111/tT. 
n. IENIDICN CGu.EU. ATCH/801t, KAN-. 
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1l!e ~d ~ohQ~ Sl~.lll 
St. l.fidlsel Pariah 
j-]4 Wil.J.Dw' Avenue 
mw~oa. n ljJ'l'li& 

1lli$ ~ you made a Proreebien of Faith and took 
the Oath J.gainst- tfod&nliBpJ. Consequent~ I ~ giw you 
the f'aeulti.es o£ the Dioees& or Joliet!J a pr;tit,ed cow of 
ltlbieh ws given you t.tds J!!Ori.li.Qg at. the Cba.neer:y ~. 

i.ft81ling ya~ God's blessing&. I ~ 
I 
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314 WEST WILLOW AVENUE 

W H EATON, I LLINOIS 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. R. Blanchette 
Chancery Office 
310 Bridge Street 
J oliet, Illinois 

Rev. and Dear Monsignor: 

June 15, 1959 

Permission is requested for the possession and use 
of a car (Chevrolet) by Father John Slown. The extent 
of our parish necessitates the use of such a time saving 
vehicle as does the fact that we have no local hospital. 
Our hospital visitations are numerous and widely scattered 
over Dupage County. Father's mother is a widow, living 
in Wilmette. 

We will greatly appreciate your consideration and 
early approbation of this request. 

\ 
I 

Sincerely, 

~-· ~~~ i fT~i._ 
Rev. Jam~s F • . ~ch 
Administrator 
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314 WEST WILLOW AVENUE 

WHEATON, ILLINOIS 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Romeo Blanchette, 
Chancery Office, 
310 Bridge Street, 
Joliet, Illinois. 

Dear Msgr. Blanchette: 

This letter is to notif'y you that I have made a ~st Wj.ll and Testament, 
in corapliance with the requirements o£ Statute 9 o:f the First SYn.od o£ the Diocese 
o£ Joliet. The Last tHll and Testament is located in a safety deposit box in the 
vault of the Wilmette State Bank, Wilmette, Illinois. The safety deposit box is 
registered in the name o£ Rev. John c. Sletm and 1'-h's. Margaret Slow.. 

With all best wdshes and pr~s, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

()~jl /ti j I r_m- c". ~ern. 
Rev. Jotm c. Slown 
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Rev. John ~lown/ 
St. Micl'jle:i==eflti!'cb 
314 test "1'1i.llotl Avenue 
.fu:;aton, Illinois 

~ear Fath r Slown: 

June 17 • 195'9 

Since Father Lynch a;nd .rou. feel t.hat a car is necessary for your 
·work in the paris'1• permission is her~by .;tven you t o' purchase a 1:8.r 
tP.at would bP. s...:ita.ble. We ask that 'j'Ott take out liability insurance 
v:hich :ml.J. mention the-Bishop :ta wall as the parish in case o£ liability 
claims: I know that you will Lise the car f'or parochial wor~ except on 
7our day orr# when it is necessacy for you to visit your .friends or rela
tive;J or to take necessary recreation. 

With best wishes. I remain• 

Sincerely J'9tll"8 in Christ• \ 

The Rt. Bev. Msgr. Romeo m.aDchette 
Vicar_ General 
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314 WEST WILLOW AVENUE 

WHEATON, ILLINOIS 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Romeo Blanchette, 
Chancery Office, 
310 Bridge Street, 
Joliet, Illinois. 

Dear Msgr. Blanchette: 

Thursday, July 23, 1959 

153 
G00l31 

I am very sorry, but I yill not be able to attend this years 
annual "Get-Together" for the major seminarians and newly ordained priests 
of this diocese. A wedding, that I am to officiate at on Saturday morning, 
August 1, is the reason why I am unable to attend the "Get-Together" . Thank 
you ver,y much for the invitation, but please hold me excused. 

< Enclosed with this letter, you will find a check for $90. This is 
my personal offering for the Joliet Clergy Insurance Plan. Thank you for 
taking care of this matter for me. 

} \'lith all best wishes and prayers, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

#&(~ 
v Rev. John C. Slown 
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The RP. Jobn Slown 
s~ Michael ChtU"ch 
315 w. Illin~is Street 
Wheaton, ·nu.nois 

Deal' Father Slown: 

May' 20, 1963 

- Would you be ld.nd enough to come to see me at the Chancery Office 
on Monday, June 3, 1963, at lOsOO a.m. 

With best vd.shes, I reman 
Sincerel.J yt>Ul'S in Christ,. 

'!he Rt. Rev. J.tagr. Romeo Blanchette 
Vicar General 
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('"',.....;137 I,}JV 

Dear Father Slowna 

&ttective June lS, 196.3. I bereb7 appoint, you ueatut to tbe
Rt. Rev. Jtagr. Vincent. Clooe, pastor ot st. John the Bap"tit;t Church, 
Winfield, Ill1no181 tt-aaferri.ng 70u as auutant to the Revel'81ld 
Jaee L1110h, paat.or of St.. Micbael Pariah, Wheaten, I1Uno1a. You 
will ld.ndl.T ~ort tor duty to Monsignor Clooa on SatUrda7, ~ur.e 15 , 
1963. 

I hereby p-ant you general delegation for marriqea 1n St. John. 
the Baptist Pariah, ilinfield, Illinoia. For I!Jl'rf urriagetJ at St. 
Michael iarisb, please obtain delegation in each caae. 

Wishing you &very bl'!3••inc in tbia MV appointment., I retain 

Sineerel;r youre 1n CbrUt, 

1'be Rev. JobD ~ 
St. Miobael Ch'Uiib 
llS W. Illinoia Street 
Wheaton, Illinoi.a 

The Rt. Rev. Maar. Romeo Blanchette 
Vicar General 
BT Special MaDdate 
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ABBEY OF GETHSEMANI TRAPPIST KENTUCKY 40073 

To whom it may concern, 

has made a spiritual retreat with us 

from .. ;_t_ __ ;1_.__1< ¢"':..1 o_ -'""' • c· :-t /4-
. l 

to ~ ·~ , 7 ---r.{l..c.~ I r '""~·'l J :{:;-c.-~- - I 

Guestmaster 

Name and address of the one to whom the notice 

is to be sent: 

/ 

t.! -;_ ~ I · C /Jtu .,"L 
I '- ..J /-~~e. VJ-'t__,..,vV ·' /· 

\ 
/ 
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ABBEY OF GETHSEMANI TRAPPIST KENTUCKY 4007~ 

To whom it may concern, 

_: .~ f-L, -~'-
has made a spiritual retreat with us 

from 

to 

Guestmaster 

Name and address of the one to ·whom the notice 

is to be sent: 

\ 
/ 
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TELEPHONE 

MONTROSE 8·01118 

t ''. " \ i41 1_.. vU .f.. 

eSt. John the <JJapti:t.l Church 
217 S. CHURCH ROAD 

WINFIELD, ILLINOIS 60190 

April 26 ,1968 

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette, D.D. 
Cham~ery Offi ce 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette : 

In September of 1966, you graciously listened to my request to 
go on for f urther stud,y in the field of psychology. In Mayo~ 1967, you 
told me tr4t there was a possibility to commence this study in the fall 
of 1968, because of the number of TTJen that would be ordained that year. At 
this time~ I am wonderir~ what is your decision on this matter. However, as 
you knmr, whatever you decide, I will accept it as God's Wi ll. 

If your decision is to the negative, w~y I then make a request from 
you? Would i t be possible for me to remain at St. John the Baptist Church. 
!"'infiel d, Illinois for one or more years? 1t1hy? As you may knO'o~~ , I have been 
very active in c .c.D . both at St . Micr~l's and at st. John's. Two years ago 
one of St. John's C .C .D. Executive Board mernbers suggested that we hire a co
ordinator for the program, as well as to co-ordirate t he total Religious Edu
ca tion for the people of the Farish from the cradle to the grave. The person 
for this job was to be preferably a religious with a catechetical background, 
some ad~inistr~ive ability and teaching experience . Well, this suggestion is 
finally becoming a r eality, with full approval and backing of Msgr. Vi ncent 
Clooso We have the School Sisters of St. Francis from the Rockford Province 
ar~ Sr. Jona, one of their consultants to the Mother Superior, said that she 
will have one of their sisters available for this position. However , Sr. Jona 
knows my feelings about , determiPAtion and motivation for C.C.D. and~ total 
parish program of Religious Education . Therefore , she said that it would be 
easier for this sister to orientate herself into the job that lies ahead of 
her, if I would be able to remain stationed at St. John's for a year or more. 
Thus , ttis is the reason f or this request . Msgr. Vincemt Cl oos told me that 
he was a t the Chancery Office last week and made the request that if there 
was to be a change of assistants a t St . John's this year that the replacement 
should be interested and active in C.C.D. If I stay, maybe this will be a he l p 
to you in making the necessary changes of assistants in the diocese. Again, 
whatever you decide will be accepted as God's Will. 

Also , dear Bishop , I would like permission to pray w~ DiviP~ Office 
in the vernacular - Englis hc I feel , as stated in the "Constitution on the 

~ Sacred Liturg~' that the usa of Latin consti~utes a grave obstacle for me in 
c(" praying the office pr operly. 

With all best wishes and thanking you for c~nsidering the above 
menti oned matters , I renain, Your servant i~isy , 

u1_ef~ 
Re6{;~dJohn 0~ Slowr} 

....___/ 
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Reverend Jol.c:;::J 
St. Jo.lm the~urch 
298 Churcb Street 
Wtufield, IllinoiS 60190 

Dear Father Slown: 

.I 

000142 

April 00, 1968 

I Wish to acknowledge your recent letter concerning the possibility of 
further study. As you know, I have a large committee that advises me on these 
matters of ass.gnmentB, The request as well as the reasons alleged will be made 
known to the committee. 

I would like to tell you that your request to say the Divine Office in 
the vernacular is hereby granted. I trust, however, that you will not abandon~ 
Latin completely. 'I'he latter is merely an exhortation. 

Witb best Wishes. I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB:gmh 
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Reverend ] 0hn S lown 
St. Joim the Baptist Church 
2 -iS Churc': S-::reet 
Wtnfleld, Illinois 60190 

~ar Father Slown: 

1\·hy 14, 1962 

C·::mld you please arrange your sched·..tle so yon could come to the 
Chancery Offke, Friday, \!ay 17. at 10:30 A ~! . • to see me? If this is not 
possr:,le, wo:lld ;oe car "'.Y sccre•.ar J s·) she c •ulJ arran~e a time that \YOuld 
be mutually convenier;t. 

With best wishes. I remain 

Cor dially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB:gmh 
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The 1lt. . Rev. Msgr. Vincent Cloos 
St. John Church 
298 Church ~reet 
~eld, Illinois 60190 

Dear lbnsignor C1oos : 

May 16, 1968 

1'be request of Father Slown to be permitted to remain at St. John's 
Parish, Winfield, -w-as conditioned upon his r eceiving a nagative reply 
to bis original request. to continue studies in psychology. Since tbe 
Bi.sbi:~p is indicating to him that he has made an affirmative reply, 
to his request to continue his studies in ppychology, the question of 
Father Slown' s remaini.ng at \-Iinfield does not seem to be pertinent 
at the time. 

!he.refore, as we discussed, Father ~!ililliam Irwin will be appointed to 
assist you at Wintie1d. 

W1 tb kindest w:lshes, I am 

DLRtlrm 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Very Reveltend Daniel t. ft.Yan 
Cbancellor 
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Reverend J Jfm Slown 
St. John the Baptist Church 
298 Church Street 
Winfield, Illinois 60190 

Dear Fat!1er Slown: 

C~J 145 

May 28, 1968 

Effective June 15, 1968, we are assigning you to post- graduate work 
in psychology at Loyola University, with residence at St. Scholastica Parish in 
Woodridge, Il!inois. At Vlood..t.-tdge, you v~i.ll be e qJected to say Mass in the 
momings and to provide weekend help, i.e . • confessions, ?vtass and sermons. 
You will report t{) St . Scholastica Parish on June 15, 1968jJ J9i -JC l4JW f • WE _ --

With best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB:gmh 
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Tbe Rev . John Slown 
St. John the Bapt,ist Church 
296 Church Street 
Winfield, Illinois 60190 

Dear Jack: 

GJ01 4S 

Bishop .Bla.nehette suggested to me today that it miitlt be -well for you 
to contact Fa.iiher Eugene KennadJr at Mar,yknoll, to see if he cott.ld help 
you to get into graduate school. 

Wi tb best w.Jisbes, I am 

Sincer9ly yours in Cbri.st, 

~e Very Ri:Nerend Ds.n:iel. L . Ryan 
Chancellor 

\ 
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Chicago II, Ill. 
This is ')'our receipt Verify the amount. 

Date Reference Charge Credit 

-r; v V 1'± I 
Fr. John Sl< wn has alre. dy paid this alnount . 

.:uu 17·68"" 365 
• ~c "('! 

. • • J 

Jtm 17-68 
C'l 3662~ ~ "'"' 0 110.0C ... .J - 'J -

JLU 17·68 
0 

367 0 1 TO.O .. 0 .Q( 1:) 

~--b~ 
· b 

(Do not Insert beyond this line) 

Prompt notification of any change of cl.us or withdrawal from dass will prevent 
false charges on your account. 

PLEASE NOTIFY BURSAR OF ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 



Released April 2014

FR. SLOWN SCAN F-ROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted April 2013. 4/ll/13 

JunO 24 .. 1968 

Dear Fatber Sloml: 

I mve b8d an oppo:M,uriity to discuss witb BishoP manohstte ,our t1DaDc1al 
~~ts. The Di.oeese of Jol.iat, trom 1ts SemiJ'¥U"1' aceo~11 tlUl bo 
responsib.le, d.u:ril'lg the conroe o~ your studios, to provide 1011 1k"itb tbe 
~prie.~ Gal.L'7 of an assistant pastor, 81¥1 uttb t.be cust.or!e17 auto
~bil.e allowances. For tbis purpose, would ,ou td.Ddl7 iDdiGt.te to me 
~Jbether or mt ~u are Pt"GSent.l3 OD tho fleet plan. 

t'be diOcese \lill nloo be respoas1ble tor all of JOV ttdtioDJ pa.JDtellte. 
I:f JW wUl 1Ddicate to me tbasa cbarges as tbe7 coma 4118, I w.Ul. take 
care of SOf!>lng tbat. they are paid. 

It is understood that tbo puisb ot St. Schola.St.ica 'dll. prov1tle 7011 with 
room &ad boal'd 1D return tor ~ services to tbe parisb.. 

' 
W1tb ld.ndast wishes, I am 

Illltlm 
CCI !be~ • Ll~-ell Fischer 

vmokkeeper. CbaGceq attics 
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ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH 

7800 JANES AVENUE • WOODRIDGE. ILL. 60515 
POST OFFICE DOWN ERS GROVE 

The Very Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancery Office 
h25 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Ryan: 

July 1, 1968 

Thank you very much, Dan, for talking to Bishop Blanchette 
eoncerning the financial set up for rne e As for rrr:r car, I am not m 
the fleet plano Also as the payment for my tuition comes due-;I 
will notify you. 

With all best wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in Chris t, 

:' ... r•1 A.9 
~- v '-' '1: 

/ ;:, // 
r._.:-'"11-1 v l . ~·--0./Jt.-/' 

Reverend John Co Slow 

\ 
/ 
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PHONE 964-2625 

ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH 

7800 JANES AVENUE • WOODRIDGE. ILL 60515 
POST OFFICE DOWNERS GROVE 

Most Rev. Raneo R. Blanche tte,D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
J oliet, Illinois 60435 

July 9, 1~8 

At this time , I wish to thank you very much for the opportunity 
that you afforded me to go on for studies in psychology. I am sorry that 
it didn't work out the way that it was planned. As y.-ou said, i .t must be 
the working of the Holy Spirit. 

In reviewing what took place over these past two weeks, I thought 
that the fell~iing points might be of sane help to you in the future. 

1. A priest needs sufficient time to fully l ook into the program 
and course of studies that he desires. 

2. This priest should have adequate consultation in his .field of endeavor, 
eg., as t o the courses be should first take, what particular field of 
a general subject he s hould stuQy, etc. 

3. This priest should not have to travel more than ! hour frcm his place 
of residence to the school he is attending; preferably the priest 
shoul d live on campus. 

4. If the priest is to r eside at a parish, there should be sufficient 
priests assigned to the parish in order to take care ef its needso 
A priest can not study f'ull time and be envolved in the parisho 

With all best wishes and the assura nce ef my prayers, I remain, 

Sincere~ yours in Christ, 

/ 
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Re"•<ttend John Slo-./ 
St. Scholastica Parish 
7800 Janes A venue 
Woodridge. tllinois 00515 

:~'.)ear Father Slown: 

1 her~by appoint you RS assistant tc the Reverend Lo~"'ell E . Fisc'her, 
Pastor of St. Scholastica. Parish in Woodtldge, Illinois. This appointment is 
effective immediately. 

I hereby grant you g~ral dalegatioo for marriages in St. Scholasrtca•s 
ParlSb~ Woodridge,.. lllinGis, ~ective immediately also. 

With best 'viSheS, I :remain 

Sincerely yours in Cbnst, 

RRB:gnih 
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PARTIAL refund of payment made : 110. 00 

LESS : 4o% due at time of withdrawal: 42.00 
registration fee; 5.00 47.00 63.00 

The attacbed check is in full settlement of your accouat. 
If not correct please return without alterations and state m b 
differe nces. Audited'---------,:---

, 

\ 
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ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH 

7800 JANES AVENUE • WOODRIDGE. ILL. 60515 
POST OFFICE DOWNERS GROVE 

Very Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancery Office 
425 Sununi t Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Ryan: 

July 2:9,1968 

AREA CODE 312 
PHONE 964-2625 

Enclosed is a rebate from Loyola University for my tuition. 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for all that yeu did 
for me in this regards. 

With all best wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

]_1/ <-~~~ 
R~i:~~·-John c. Slmm 
/ -.:::..:----==--
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February 20, 1969 

The Rev. Jo 
St. Scholastica urch. 
7800 J"'"nes Avenue 
Woodridge 
Downers Grove, ILlinois 60515 

Dear Jack : 

Perm ssion is herawith g-ranted by way of exception, for you to ma..'<e a private 
retreat at New Mellary pr Gethsemane. You indicated to me on the phone that 
you are in contact with Father Brown at Mundelein about this. 

It is under stood, of course, that a similar permission, Wlder the present 
arrangement, will nbt be forthcoming for another five or ten years. 

Would you kindly ha"e the director of the retreat house which you will attend 
send me a little notice when you have completed your retreat. 

Wtth kindes t wishes, I am 

DLR:lrm 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Very Reverend DanielL. Ryan 
Chancellor 

"\ 
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ABBEY OF GETHSEMANI TRAPPIST KENTUCKY 4007~ 

To whom ic may concern, 

Father John C Slown, and c 1) 

Father James Fitzgerald, ~ ~ / 

has made a spiritual retreat wich us 

from Monday, Jan . 31 

co Thursday, Feb. 3, 1972 

Name and address of che one co whom che notice 

is to be sent: 

\ 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 181 
Redacted Apnl2013. 4/9/13 

Released Apnl 2014 

AREA CODE 312 
PHONE 964-2625 
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ST. SCHOLASTICA PARISH 

7800 J ANES A V ENUE • W OODRIDGE. ILL . 605 1 ~ 
POST OFFICE OOWNliRS> GROVE 

Most Rev. Raymond J. Vonesh , D. D. 
Chance ry Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Vonesh: 

October 5, 1971 

, ... "'·15FJ 
!.,., -v· U I 

You mentioned when I saw you that I should keep in touch with 
you concerning my progress in the situation that was most briefly 
discussed with me. I have complied with your request s of (1) not 
visiting the families and (2) of seeking professional help . 

• I • I J • • I • . • . 
• • • . .. . .. . . • . 

. . • • . . 
It is with prayerful ' Thanks' that I look back upon this event 

and the past events of this last year . God has shed his abundant 
blessings upon me, even if at times they came as humiliating, hurt
ful and emotional shattering events. The main thing is that they 
opened the door for me to come closer to God and help me to become -
slow l y but surely - a better instrument in His hand. Thank God t hat 
I was strong enough to respond to Him . Yes , Bishop, this past year 
has escaladed in me the process of ' becoming - a - person '. 

With all best wishes and prayers, I remain , 

Si ncerely yours i n Christ, 

R.PJo~~~ 
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.da1.nt Pa.t'tiek'~ C!hu'Uth 
710 WEST MARION STREET 
JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60436 

D. 
I~ v.:;A_"-j 'J 

~ J ~'1- ~ t_ d CL~6;,-:..-" 

}"'~~ .!-"- .t~~-....tl...t. t- !L ._.__.., /2-·~..u.fl- _,b.-~+ 
"-'-<-'-7 ~ "'-~ ,,___c.,_.:.'i .£;. ' ;J. ,c.L,;Ud 

p...._'-" ~<HV. c_ //'-",_ f'._/'Ln<-4? - ~.;.., 
~~ \..v&---l.-L/2.. - fl' i:.J;..cvft ~ r .l~ ~~ v~ 

C-t.~ ~ t'-~ eX 
;Uv. JL~'l.. c..1~4; fi' 

.:i:.-fL(;..-;,le ~.__.~· <2--- • { .:J a .<A,L 

l-c ~>:~~~ ) , 
lJ_~ L. .... -k 
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Redacted April2013 ·419113 . 

_ Re v:. John SJmocn 
-~=&¥.-scii'olastica Chu r ch 

7 800 J anes Avenue 
Woodri dge Illin ois 6 0515 

Dea r F a the r Slown: 

Apr ill8 , 1972 

After a rree ting with the .E.xec.utive Con .n . ittee 
of the Dioc esan Personnel Eoard, I received a recon rr endation 
that it might be well ii you had a chance to speak with n e 
concerning their r e corr1mendatics ns or lack of recorr mendations 
s o that there will be no rrisunderstanding. 

I would, then, be very happy to discuss this 
matte r w i th you at your earliest convenience. I am setting 
Friday worning, April 21st, at 10·00 o ' clock, as a tentative 
a ppointmen t. 

With best wishes, l remain 

Cordially yours in Ch ds t, 

Bis hop of Joliet 

R RB/sma 

· L :t. _ ; . r ~ 
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Novcr:'J:Je r 3 , 19"'2 

I 

\....._ Ibe Re>er~nJ jJdn ':L; .... ~~ 
Saint Schvla~~i~ a C 1n·c·1 
78JtJ Jane c.: h -::.1 :..:~ 

Woo.i:ri..ig,,• tllunis Pi!=· I} 

1 .lert:.u1 ~;J'J·..)t ! l( 'l )u ~v ~..1e 

iJ<.~S L01-ate J' :Him '~i~ rv Hc~g-ia l2ne r>an3n J lie( Hlwo< ~ Lti 

suc:.:et: i th~ .2\::;-·.:~rc," { "1'/tnc,~nt L.a .. ~r :. '"'t1·. • 1d'> r~""'lgn~ J, '\t 

tl1~ ~a'i:e rt.'\S, [ 1-::r~0·· o·ac!...: .•r l >:.I ·ror:. ~ai:1c •;.:iLll~t:! :~ 
Par i ~·1 ::; 1 ) !r~ J ..::::: I dto 'i-. 

'f I ··,it I -.t"S- ·,e <lnYl.l. :::J 
tJO:;Se-; si·J n ~H\ ! J'' r l-:> · ~- :: un ln Sal.ll ~J!<.:. r)- .:-. l..i,:,-· <.! ltnc:: ?;...n -;n 

as soon as y·.;;;. n:ake. 0n :-..i.J . .:t.~ner c\.- i :.-;- 1. me c :.tsr::)ll.iar f 
profes siJn J. ' . .l~L.1 0-: vre 'Jur C..1anc."-ll·Jr ... r Vkc -CuancelLr. 
accing u<> our Je le~ace, acconting, r.::> C1.: :)r uviSl•Hl3 Oi: canon 
law. Kindly call me Cl1ancery for au a 1). oimmenc. 

C ordially yours in C'-lris :: 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/:.l lr 

184 

( ; ' ,"'; tttr< 
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Released April 2014

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 185 
Redacted April 2013 - 419113 

S. Cong. Doct. Fidei 
31-V-67 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

, . . , ""'•1 ~ l ',J v \.) 0 

/ 
''I, Rev. John C. Slown , with firm faith, believe and profess all and everything 
that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:" 

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, and of 
all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before all ages. God of God, 
Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, not made, of one substance with 
the Father. By Whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our salva
tion came down from heaven. And He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 
Mary: And was made Man. He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, and was buried. And on the third day He rose again, according to the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom 
there will be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets. And one holy t 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
And I await the resurrection of the dead. And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined by 
the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared by its ordinary magis
terium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, according as they are proposed 
by i t, expecially those things dealing with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, 
its sacraments and the sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff." 

Date 10 November 1972 
1:15 p.m. 

Place Chancery, Joliet, Ill. 

• • * * • * • • * • • • • * 

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place indicated above: 
In virtue of this profession of faith, Fr. Slown, by particular law, assumed canonical 
possession of, and jurisdiction in, the parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Joliet, Il. 

~p I Delegate 
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~aiut ilarg Slagbalene Jlarisq 
127 ~outf) Jirfggs ~tred 

J' \ ~: 1 r. 2 1 ... :v U Q 

Joliet. Jllinof.s 

June 30, 1974 

Dear Friends of :~ argaret Slown, 

Our beloved Mother and your Friend - Margaret - was born 
into this world on June 10 , 1900. She was born to e t ernal 
life on June 22, 1974 . After eight ~onths of trying to con 
quer cancer, she finally fell victin to it . Cancer won the 
war, but Margare t won the victory by receiving eternal joy, 
peace and happiness . 

:le will ah•ays re;-:1enber her for her concern and love for 
people . Until only a fe\<~ days before she passed away, she 
still enjoyed seeing people - even though she could not 
a lways hold a conversation with then. 

Faith, hope and ch3rity were the three qualities that 
Ma rgaret used to guide her through this life . Yes, she 
was a wocan who trusted and believe d in God . She hoped 
that God wou ld be merciful to her and give her eternal 
peace for the crosses that she c~rried during her earthly 
life. She loved people and God , and l e t thefl do the same 
to her . Let ' s foilo~ her exanple and pernit fa i th, hope 
and love to guide us through this life to the glory of 
heaven and the Beatific Vision . 

On behalf of Mothe r, we Thank You very fluch for your 
friendship to her during her life and a ll that you did 
for her during her il l ness. Also Thank You v e ry much 
for your kindness and thoughtful ness shown to us at the 
tine of her death . 

With all best wishes and asking God ' s blessings for you, 
\"e r ena in, 

Sincere l y yours , 

~~ 

~r~ 
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~atnt ilary :!lagbalrnr Jariaq 
127 ~outb j/Jlriggs ~trret 

3loliet. 3fllinois 
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Reverend John Slown 
St. ~~ry Magdalene Church 
127 South Briggs 
Jol Jet, I lllnols 60433 

Dear Father Slown: 

April 13, 1976 

Father Memenas, our dean, spoke to me today and to my 
surprise Indicated that you are under the Impression that for the last 
few months I have not paid any attention to you. This came as a surprise 
to me, for I remember Joking with you at the time of the confirmations in 
Park Forest and In Mokena. It may be that at Wheaton I did not have much 
of a chance to speak to you since, as you know, I was cornered by a few 
of the priests and had no chance to talk to the other priests to any ex
tent. I have on several occasions Inquired how your leg was and I have 
even Joked about the strength of the cl9ars that you smoked. 

With reference to the question of anyone seeking your 
parish, I can assure you that no one has approached ~on this matter end 
I am rather sure that no one has approached the Personnel Board, since 
they would be the ones to make reoonr.~endattons to me. 

Father Keffer personally has told me that he hopes to 
stay at Providence for years and years. 

I trust that this wl II reassure you and I take this op
portunity to wish you a verv happy and holy Easter. Rest assured that 
there Is no dissatisfaction or criticism on my pert as far as your tenure 
at St. Mary Magdalene Parish Is concerned. If en any specter occasion I 
dl d not speak to you, It cou I d be that I was df stracted or that others had 
my attention so that I could not circulate among the clergy as I usually 
try to do at the various functions. 

Again I wish you the joys of Easter and also to extend an 
Invitation to come to the office at any time that you wtsh to discuss this 
or any other matter. 

Cordially yours In Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RR8:cas 
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_// ST, Mary Magdalene, Joliet 

August 19, 1976 

Dear Bishop Blanchette, 

r think it is time to tell you about some problems due to 
the condition and behavior of Fr. John Slown, my pastor. 

A priest working in a JOliet parish came t o me 3 weeks ago 
and told me that a municipal employee here told him of a rumor 
that 'Fr, Slown had a homosexual i nterest in boys. This same 
priest also told me that on two occasions at public difners he 
and other priests, laypeople, and noncatholics wer e apRlled at 
the obscene s_p~e.5: 1!_ 2.f. . E!:.. ~_ SJ_o~m, wh~ had ~een drinking. 

Another priest w·ho is pastor of a Joliet parish and who 
has known Fr. Slown since seminary days, said that he was always 
a "tortured person" t'l'hos e moods went up and down as steeply as 
a roller coaster, and who might feel impotent in relating to adults 
and thus identify with adolescents. I confided to this priest the 
matter of this letter, and the priest thought that Fr. Slown~s 
behavior might indicate that he is "calling for help", or setting 
the stage for a more serious crisis. 

) A woman relgious who teaches at this parish and just came 
here three weeks ago came to me and asked, "Is it true that 
Fr. Slo'!Jl is leaving? " Fr. Slown has never told me of any de
~Jrti~te plans to go, although he has hinted that he might, especia ll y 
after next year (parish 25th Anniv.}, and it seems that the way 
he talks might have gi v en rise to such a rumor. He continually 
complains of not being appreciatedhere, and he is in contact with 
Fr, Fisher in Hawaii, whose departure from the diocese seems to 
have impressed Fr. Slown. 

A college student in the parish told me that Fr . Slown made 
a sexual adv anceT6 h'"Im two years ago, when the boy· was 19 years old. 
The boy had become accustomed to visit the rectory and confide his 
adolescent concerns to Fr, Slown who was very understanding. On 
~wo occasions Fr. Slown had become overly affectionate, putting his 
hana on- thelboy's thigh and on the boy's pants over the genital area. 
This had alarmed the boy and his buddy, a peer, told him that if it 
should happen again, he should get the h~-- out of there! Well, on 
Nov. 28, 1974, he stopped by and Fr. Slown gave him an alcohelic 
drink which made him woozy. When he sat on the couch beside Fr, , 
Fr . put his hands i nside the boy's pants, in the genital area, The 
b~y was shocked, got up and ran home, and told his parents. The 
dad was furious; the mother cried, The fa~ilt droppe~~~!_ of ~his 
parish and has not come back in Hro years. - -

The dad admits to me that the event is still troubling him, 
is a cause of anger and disallusionment, and that he has not been 
able to trust a priest yet and go back to the practice of confession, 
He is sending his 1st grader to a parish across town and not down the 
street to St. Mary Magdalene. He does not want to meet up with 
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Fr. Slown again, and he is ashamed of the questions parishoners 
who might have heard of this event might raise when he sees them. 
So the family has self-exiled itself. The boy is bitter; he has 
the natural religious questioning of a college age person, out is 
badl~haken over the whole event, and ve:ry _ _skepticaL.Qf_ tlte Chu_rch. 
From his history he is heterosexual, does not seem to be lying 
about the event, nor does it seem that he seduced Fr. Slown. 

Several adult parishoners were cautiously questioned on 
their knowledge of this event. They tended to minimize what 
may have happened, and seemed to have kept the rumor in a small 
circle. Th~~na~ers ~f the parish, at least some, regard 
•Pr, S 1 own's CO.!ltl.eini "handling.!.' _of ...1~ boy;; as "..9.ueer . 11 They 
mentioned the names of two other boys who were supposedly the 
objects of a sexual advance by Fr. Slown. As there did not 
seem to be much to substantiate this claim, and to avoid raising 
wnat is a healthy suspicion about Fr . Slown•s character to a 
confirmed fear, I did not investigate these claims, nor give 
the impression that there was a serious inquiry underway. Without 
asking more questions, it is hard to access the status of the 
rumor and of Fr. Slown's reputation. 

I myself have observed during the past year that Fr. Slown 
cannot keep his han~s off young men and boys whenever they are 
present-; and does alw~ys bring up tl!e to~ic of se~ual matters 
in conversations with them - as one obsessed with it might. He 
is extremely reliant on domineering women, religious and lay, 
whom he grants much power in his life and work, in return for 
their complete dedication to his projects and a sympathetic ear 
during his fits of ang~r, an a~ger which is never directed at 
tne adults or causes tY'hich provoke it but released at others~ 
He comp 1 a ins that his former pas tors made him 11 S\'lallow much" and 
he does not seem to have been affirmed by tfi~m. Fr . Slown likes 
to please the parishoners with lavish improvements and lots of 
activities. But he perhaps neglects basic needs in favor of 
extras (no permanent janitor; diocesan debt should come before 
unneeded blacktopping) and avoids the difficult task but peda
gogially necessary one of disciplining altar boys, guiding the 
commentator program, and enforcing music appropriate to liturgy. 
fr. S 1 Ol'ln is proud to say he "made this parish what it is, and 
will destroy it if he wants." He has taught many to repeat after 
him "how much Fr. Slown has done for the parish. " "'..i:C, l ike many 
p~tests, his sermons are platitudinous, with meager content that 
comes fro1n homiletic outlines. 

Perhaps these criticismsof the pastorfo~t of place, coming 
from an associate who is certainly not perfect himself. But r 
am drawing a general picture of the man, albiet a critical one. 
This year with Fr. Slown has been a strain on me. When r was 
interviewed for the priesthood . oy the seminary board, Msgr. Stenger 
asked me what difficulties I anticipated in the priesthood. I told 
him that living and working with fello,., priests lY'as \Y'hat I realistically 
expected to be One of my most difficult crosses. r was right • 

. But the question that remains is whether or not Fr. Slown's 
df • d b con;~on an ehavior will be a future crisis for th e parish. ~n a 
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sincere effort to be of help to Fr . Slown, and to be of help 
to those who must evaluate the wisdom of his continuing pastorate, 
r consu 1 ted a---.£2_m~te~ t :e_ sychia tri s t ~ \'lho knows me and was able 
to distinguish my own feeli~gs in t his matter from an objective 
account of Fr. Slown 's con~tion and behaviorq 

1\ 

Out of compassion for Fr . Slown, and out of a sense of 
justice to those persons he has and might hurt, and ou t of a 
certain anger on my par t - due to what I feel I have endured -
and in the i nterests of the good of this par i sh , I have p r epared 
this letter and enclosed opinion of the doctor for you, Bishop, 
in the hope that it will be helpfulq I am not making any recom
mendations by this letter . I am definitely not asking to be 
transferred from this parish which I am happy to continue serving. 
~f rou want, please speak to me persona l ly about this matter . 

I remain, in Christ , 

R<. ~ 0. ;/Vvr;i;_e_ 
Fr . William D. Virtue 
Associate pastor, 
St. Mary Magdalene 

N. B. Ri shoo , 11r . S lcwr: does not k::1o •1 t hnt I <>m mflkin~ this ,..epor t . 
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3Joliet. 3llltno(s 
Au~ust 31, 1976 

Ji,;nc losed are the nflmes and A.ddresses of those persons 'Nho are willing 
to come to you t'lnrl. mAke a s~vorn st r.t-ement ra~3rding; the C>~se of '"'r . Slovm . 

1 . ~he bo~r to llrhom Fr . Slovrn m"de ~ sexuE~ l A.dVMce• 

tel .:--

G. rhe former cook at tl;e rec~or·· .'lhO S!J,W P'r . Slcwn witl: 8r!.O~h':!' 
boy: 

.. _ 
If there is an;; furthe•· 

free to ask. 
inform,.tion :rou requ:i:11e of me ple se feel 

~in;;tJ'Ji/~ 

I 
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lJoifet. lllltnot.s 
September 26, 1976 

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette, D.D. 
Bishop of the Joliet Diocese 
425 Summit street 
Joliet, Ill. 60435 

Bishop Blanchette, 

, .. ,, f· 170' 
t_, \.t v 

We have had quite a week at St. Mary Magdalene's, of which you are well aware 

of. It has been quite an experience and a growth provoking one. 

I would like you to know that I would have done it for any of the Joliet and 

Chicago priests wi th whom I had h ad the priviledge to work with since 1945 

when I went to Holy Family Academy, Beaverville, Ill. as a Freshman from my 

home in Indiana. 

These men of God include: Fathers Francis X. Hazen (VIP), T o U. Demarais (VI: 

William Kelly (VIP), Joseph Burns, Walter Mayer, John Driscoll, Robert Cesek 

Msgr. Desmond (VIP), Joseph Stalzer, James Duffy, Raymond Garbin, Richard 

·ogan (?),John Sebahar, Edward O'Malley, an~ many Claretians while being on 

the St. Jude Seminary Faculty for 3 years; in Chicago: Msgr. James D. Hish en 

(VIP), James Cuff (VIP), Msgr. William Quinn, Robert Festal, William Shields, 

Henry Troy and others. 

My prayers will be daily united t o God for you and your priests who have a 

t r emendous job to do in leadingrt he flock and building faith communities. 

The religious life has always been close to my heart since my Father's two 

brothers and a sister plus a first cousin have answered God's call in the 

priesthood and sisterhood. 

I do hope Father William Virtue will get help because he has great potentials 

We all need God's help and at times help in different ways. God took over in 

my life when He took our father from us suddenly in an auto accident five 

years ago. It was a shocker and a reality eye-opener. He is truly Lord and 

Master and His Ways are not our ways. 

Sincerely 



) 

Sept ember 28, 1976 

I appreciate very much your recent letter and your very en
couraqing woxds. I was happy to review the list of priests 
whom you mentioned and found out that I kneW practicall y all 
of them persono1ly. 

I wish to thank you for your prayers and I certainly join my 
own that we may have a solution for the welfare of the Church 
throuqh the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

Aqain wishing you God's blessings, I r emain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB:la 



Released April 2014

church ~f~e:S4~9q;aN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 195 

\ 

Redacted April2013 - 4/9/t3 

PERSONAL - CONFIDENTIAL 

WILL-MINOOKA DEANERY 
ST. MARY'S CHURCH 

195th St. & 115th Ave. 

Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
BISHOP OF JOLIET 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

, ... , ''" 17 
f) ._ ... u ·z 

October 2, 1976 

On Wednesday, September 29, 1976, Father Daniel Ryan called me and asked whether 
or not he could bring two ladies to l1okena, because they wanted to discuss a 
Nuptial Mass which was celebrated by Father JohnSloan, at St. Mary Magdalene 
Church, Joliet, on Saturday, September 25, 1976. 

Miss Barbara \ofietting, a non-Cathol ic, but taking instructions in Catholicism, 
and Mrs. Janet Gurka attended a Nuptial ~lass for Lawrence Grasser and Patricia 
Garrett. They stated Father Sloan acted in a very unusual abnonmal manner 
during the wedding ceremony. He was tossing papers around the altar, swearing 
occasionally, and shouting at times at various peaks. 

At the blessing of rings Father Sloan took the bride's ring, raised it up, and 
said, 11Ladies, take note, if there is a hole in the ring it is good, if not, 
your husband is a cheapie. " 

Mrs. Gurka stated, "He should not have been on the. altar in that state. When 
I asked Mrs. Gurka if Father was under the i nfluence of alcohol she thought that 
he was. vlhen I asked .Pliss \vietting, she was not sure. Both parents, according 
to these ladies, were very much upset and what happened at St. Mary Magdalene 
Church during the wedding ceremony was the topic of the conversation at the 
"toredding reception. 

According to ~~ . Gurka, Mrs. Garrett, the mother of the bride , made a state
ment, "That this priest should be taken out of St. Nary Magdalene Church and a 
lot of people are sick over it. " 

The Mass started twenty minutes late and lasted one and one- half hours . 

I called ~tts. Garrett and asked whether or not the description of the wedding 
ceremony of her daughter's by Mrs. Gurka and russ Wietting was accurate and her 
reply was "yes" and she also added that Father owes them an apology. She also 
said her daughter tried to call the rectory before they left on their honeymoon, 
but she was not able to reach Father Sloan. She intends to talk to him upon 
her return. 
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Bishop Blanchette - Page 2 

There are many other problems regarding St. Mary ~~dalene Church which you 
are well aware of. 

With every best wish, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Rev.(}. :-i;;y (JI;emefldj 
Fat~~s Memenas, Dean 

VM/ js 
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DIOCESE OF JO LI ET 

Clzancer!l Office 

) . 

' • . : 

425 SU MMIT STREET 

J O LfE T fLLI N' O f S 6043:5 

Memorandum to Bishop Blanchette: 

rectory the evening of 7 September 1977'. · They ~te coneerned about Father 

John Slown. A year ago or so they had hear:d from friends at St. Hary Magda-lene 

friend of their oldest sonllllll had heen fondled sexually 

Their older children already knew the incident- and told .of 

boy to ¥mom something similar had happened, caused by Fr. Slol'.n. 

Fr. Virtue then paid them a visit, "sent .by the Chancery," he said, to find 

out if they had told anyone of the incident ~ey assured him 

they had not spoken of it outside of their family, after learning from their 

friends that the incident had occu~ed. 

Fr. Slown drinks heavily - they heard of i we.ddings when he was' loaded 1 -

one, that of a si.xtyish widow, had Fr. Slo:wn on the altar with a shotgun for 

the ·aoV1.ous·-numorous · ·c?) impliertton:s =·iater-a:dvtsing-.-Jrer-tcr tcrke-11-er 'pHis·'· 

with her ·on her honeymoon. At S: 30 p.m. Mass, SatUrday, September 3rd , they 

heard that he was 

They heard tha 

etrand by SloWH; when they returned they saw Sl own 

They ran out of the rectory and home, perhaps unobserved. 

·Fr. Slown laughed at parish meetings that he was . 'sent by the Chancery to a 

psychiatrist. 
1 

He works too hard, really unreal. He has this :ft.md-raiser going 

- t-shirts and caps: "St. Mary Magd;ilene, East Side Cath~al. '' 
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not want to take eommunion from him . . Their children 

blame him for their seeming loss of faith and refusal to go to Mass . 1111 
not excuse their children on this - nor do they blame 

Fr . Slown for their children's apparent lack of religious spirit.) Rut 

th~)L.do_£a¥-iliat..mall¥- -i-n- the--p<i'r-i-sh,- especia-lly- the- yotmg, kno-w o f -nis sexual 

escapades - and have really had their fai th hurt. 

9/9/77 
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WILL-MINOOKA DEANERY 

ST . MARY'S CHURCH 

195th St. & 115th Ave. 

Mokena, Illinois 60448 

:J ,J 0177 

October 11, 1976 

Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
BISHOP OF JOLIET 
425 Summi t St r e et 
Joliet , Illi nois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchet te: 

On Satur day, October 9, I received the following letter f r om 

11Dear Father : 

Last week we received a telephone call regarding 
Father Slown ' s action at our daughter 's wedding. 

The ~.roman who to l d you about this is not very s t able. 
Also if a person does not know Father Slown they may not 
know how t o t ake him. 

We feel our parish is a family and Father Slown is 
the head and as in any f amil y i f t her e is a problem , i t is 
better if we tal k i t over among ourselves. 

We and many of the other parishioners feel t he parish 
family would be damaged if anythi ng were to happen to Fat her 
Slown. We hope you will take our feelings into consideration 
befor e anything is done on this matter. 

I don't know if you are aware of the mental and 
physical pain Father Slown is going thr ough with h i s f oot. 

I thought you should know their feelings ln this matter. 

Wit h every best wish, I r emain j 

VM/j s 

Cordiallyyours i n Chri s t, er lit'] (!r;~rr:elttj 
Fat~ytas Memenas, Dean 
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November 19, 1976 

CONFIDENTIAL 

I appreciate very l!ltlch your kind letter and want 
to assure you that we hope that all t hose who have problems will 
get the help and attention that t hey need . 

Monsi gnor Stenger is a very conscientious per son 
and I am sure that when he secured the affadavi t. he was under the 
impression that it would be used only i f necessary. An affadavit 
t hat i s confidential is one t hat i s not revealed to parties not i n
volved, but it i s use l ess i f i t cannot be used in any way whatsoever. 

In any event, you can r est assured that he i s an 
honorabl e man and nothing was done i n any way deliber ate l y t o hurt 
you or anyone el se. 

I am sorry that Father Slown felt it necessary to 
go t o your home and t o conf ront you. 

Rest assured that you have my highest regards and 
al so my sincere appr eciati on and as surance of prayers for your welfare. 
Kindly keep me in your prayers as I wil l keep you i n mine. 

f.fost cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Jolie t 

RRB : eas 

\ 
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ST . MARY ' S CHURCH 

195th St. & 115th Ave. 

Mokena, Illinois 60448 

209 

c ~ v 1B3 

CONVERSATION WITH FATHER JOHN SLOWN~ PASTOR OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE 
PARISH, JOLIET, ILLINOIS., NOVEMBER 26., 1976 

What I have to say is certainly somewhat confidential, but yet at the same token the 
truth as I feel it and as I see it and I guess as I say what I say and I risk whatever the 
danger is whatever the repercussions happen on such a situation. I guess what I ' ll 
say, Vytas, to you~ as I said to you I find in my priesthood sad to say there are a 
tremendous and wonderful priests but I found in this diocese certain priests to be 
very jealous, find them envious , find them spiteful and those who would like to be 
gossip columnists hateful and certainly want to destroy their fellow priests. I have 
experienced this in my priesthood, sad to say. It has not begroveled me as a human 
being or as a priest - I don1t intend to modify my way of life as a human being nor as 
a priest. I am what I am and I feel my success has been in being what I am. I also 
look and see truthfully that they put Christ on the cross because he was the fullness 
of a human being, the fullness of the priest that he was, because he tried to do the 
best he could and they would destroy him. I suppose this is why it has d i sturbed me 
.o find out that priests will try to destroy priests . That is disgusting and disturbing 
to me because I feel in other professions, lawyers, doctors - - they really try to 
help one another, defend one another, but I found in the priesthood if they can stab 
you in the back and destroy you. I'm not saying this is a general statement, I 1m 
saying I find it and it is disturbing to me . I guess I also find in the priesthood 
especially in the diocese of Joliet, because that 1 s where I can only see i t , that many 
priests and this is from others who have told me - others of powers to be in the 
diocese that have talked to me and discussed stuff with them have said you know I 
feel that those who do the work of the Lord here despite their human weaknesses, 
failings and faults, in many instances are the ones that get kicked or get hurt . And 
those who, shall we say, watch the world go by don 1t get their hands dirty., don 1t get 
involved too much are the ones that are catered to. Right or wrong what it means 
fine, I 1m just stating this because it is not only my own opinion but other priests 
who have been dedicated to God & His Church in the diocese of Joliet . I still state 
at this point that I will cont inue to be me, because, shall I say, it has b een most 
beneficial, it certainly has worked as far as it goe s w ith my relationship with the 
people and relationship with others. And if people want to, here and there, t ry to 
destroy me because of being me that 1 s the risk I as a human being have to take and 
I won 1t take the risk, because I am not going to change my ways, as I said go back 
into a shell and try to watch every move I make or don't make too many moves 
because someone might criticize me . I guess, I' ll have to say, as well not in the 
priesthood but in industry and in the world itself. Those who are out on the playing 
·ield have the hardest thing to do - it 1 s easy to sit in the stands and to cri ticize or 
co be the quarterback or whatever else you want to talk to or what type of sport 

- 1 -
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you 1re looking at -it's easy for those in the stands to criticize what the coach and 
the players are doing, but when the players are doing their job I feel that 1s important 
3-nd that's what I've tried to do. I will state here there are three things in dealing 
with Fr. Bill Virtue that you are going to have to worry about in placing him. 

I. He is a priest above everyone else. This be has stated to close friends of 
mine and he has made it quite well known to people . 

2. As he stated~ when you and I were together, here, as a priest and as an 
associate the pastor should put him on a pedestal - now you heard him say 
that yourself~ and that is one of the big reasons why, I fe e l because I didn't 
think I had to I thought each man made his own way. When I was an associate 
I made my own way with any pastor I was with. I did never try to undermine 
the pastor. I had Jim Lynch who had just undergone brain surgery - there 
were many times that I had to undress him, put him to bed, and to make 
sure that he was kept going with the minimum amount of food he could take 
take at the time. I never went down to the Bishop and criticized, moaned or 
g.roaned about the situation. I was then sent over with Msgr. Cloos. I catered 
to this man for five years practically to my own destruction. He had every 
type and everything going on - I'm sure the Bishop well knows as well as you 
probably do. I loved the man - I never expected Msgr. Cloos to put me on a 
pedestal. I expected as an associate to work my tail off, being dedicated to 
God and to my fellow man which I did. At that t i me, in that parish, a priest 
that was brought in from an i nstitution tried to destroy me and I was hauled 
down to the chancery office and tried to prove through via the books that I was 
doing my job in co.mparison to what this man was accusing me of. So I feel if 
Fr. Virtue wants to be put on a pedestal if he isn1t, and I feel at this point, 
what his mental problems are and they are there he has tried to destroy me 
as a human being, as a priest, as a pastor of this parish, in the eyes of some 
other people, so that he would look good. 

3. Next thing you have to worry about is that he will turn any pastor in because if 
he doesn't agree with that person or if he feels as he calls it conscience binds 
him on whatever he sees to turn him in. He went to the C. C. D. office, to 
Fr. Valentino, because he didn't like the religion books we were using, which 
happened to be approved by the diocese. He didn't like something about Sr . 
Leona, the principal of the school, he went to Fr. Gillen unbeknown to me 
v_vhi~h got back to me. And he went to the Bishop on me - - so be my guest. 

And on those three points, you as a dean, and the Bishop, as the sole ordinary and 
the man and the powers to be are going to have one devil of a time placing the man 
yet this is the type of person he is. Another point that we have to be aware of and 
I' ve tos~ed this to Fr. Bill himself. He loves to use transference. In other words 
he points to you as the criminal when he himself is the one that's the criminal or 
doing what he is accusing others of doing. An example, he has told the Bishop that 
I am moody, I don't speak, I 1ve got moods, yet in the time that I've been downstairs 
the last four weeks why I would be in the bedroom and the only place to shave was 
in the kitchen when he would go out either for Mass or go jogging in the morning on 
several occasions I have said, "Good-morning, Bill'' as he walked from here to you. 

- 2 -
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I got no response, yet I m the moody one. I could be 1n church and g01.ng down the 
aisle because there are people there and he 111 say, ''Oh, good morning, Father". 
He could say no good morning to me here, walk out the door and find some parish
·.oner s, and while it 1 s like a long lost brother or sister, yet 1\n the moody one, 
according to the documents against me - I do not feel, yes I have my ups and downs 
just as any human being does, but I don't think it's fair to call me moody - when I 
had a person who told me when he came here as a deacon, when I would say good 
morning and then finally sat down and confronted with him, he would say "do not 
say good- morning to me, Father, for I feel you are pressuring me to make me say 
good - morning back,'' but yet I'm the ogre, I am the bad guy, and don1t forget. Also, 
as we stated, and in front of you, he said, I was a tyrant - he read a definition of a 
tyrant, and the biggest thing is that I would want to impose my will on him, yet the 
only imposition I have ever asked is what the liturgy would be as far as the sacra
ments given, his Mass and things like that . The man yet does not know how to read 
an ordo. He will celebrate a Mass for someone who would be a confessor, or virgin 
or something else in green vestments because he cannot read the ordo properly and 
as one of the religious coordinators, Sr. Mary Stella, once said, "I think you forgot 
the Glory at Sunday Mass, 11 and he resented her telling him that. Yet, I am the 
tyrant imposing my will when he doesn't even know howto use the vestments and 
things like that. I am the tyrant, yet when I told him, I said, "Bill, I permitted you 
to come and go as you please - - to get involved in things like this." And his re:m.ark 
was, ''I expect what is going on. You're not giving me any privileges to come and 
go as I want. I expect to come and go.'' At that point I did ask hi~ I said, "you 
mean if you were married you would just get in that car and go without telling your 
wife." He said, "Oh, yes. 11 My comeback was, "Maybe if you got married and 
/ lked to a wife you might find out, or talked to some of the other married women 
a.nd find out if a husband can come and go as he please. 11 I said if you were in 
business and I said if you were going to get a job you tell the boss who has been 
there say maybe 20 or 30 years that you could do as you please and not listen to him. 
He said, "Yes. 11 Yet I am the tyrant now and the big thing was obvious to impose my 
will on him. I have felt that I have never imposed my will on him, except to tell him 
how I would like the Mass to be celebrated, how I would like the Sacraments to be 
administered, and things like this - yet I am the tyrant. He can go out when I am 
gone, away on a vacation, and have lights hooked up the way he wants them to turn 
off when he wants them - - yet I am the tyrant. He can take a chair out of the 
pastorrs quarters and move it into his and move one out of his into the pastor's 
quarters never even thinking a thing about it, yet the pastor, Father Slown, is the 
tyrant. I feel that he 1 s got a problem with transference - that many of the things 
that he has accused me of doing, to the Bishop, in reality he is doing. As I have 
said to you and I'll say to anyone I'm open about my life - my lifestyle. I risk being 
me and yet I know he is most secretive. How would .'y-ou like as a pastor to be told 
that if he 1 s not in, if he got a midnight call, or at 2: 00 or 3: 00 a.m. call, when he 
wasn't in his room, he would be sleeping with the boys in the tent, and this is done. 
Precisely the day he came back from Europe that Saturday night he was not here. 
One morning I was sitting and meditating downstairs, about a quarter to seven inhe 
walks with his pillow, or whatever, his cut-offs and everything else. He was out 
all night,~~ not here, yet I am the problem. He can go swimming by himself with 
some of these boys, play handball with the boys, yet I've got the problem with the 
oys as he has told the Bishop. I am the one that's got the problem, not him. He 
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won't wrestle with the boys insecretive . I'm sitting there doing everything open, 
but I have the problem, as I have said, and I mean to say it this way. A beautiful 
.hing that he brought up to the Bishop was that I always talk about sex to the young 
teen- agers yet I have people who told me that at one of the week day Masses with the 
fourth graders and this was just the other night that he talked about intercourse to 
the fourth graders. I have a twenty year old in this parish who said to me is that 
all he can talk about from the pulpit is sex or bringing the topic up and yet I am the 
one who has the problem. I suppose, I guess it is wrong to ask teen-agers how thei r 
school is, how their sports are, and their love life just as a matte r of topic. And if 
I ask a teen- ager how their love life is and that means that I am talking about sex -
then I say somewhere along the line we have some damn warped minds, but this is 
some of the things that I'm -- Unbeknown to poor Bill I have finally sat with one of 
the people who the Bishop sent somebody out to take a deposition against me. And if 
some time comes and I'll see the Bishop I will mention it to him because I have a 
letter from the individual back after I sat and talked w i th this person who was most 
disturbed and most upset about the whole situation to the point of saying that Father 
Virtue tricked this person into giving the testimony. This person felt that she was 
tricked into the hancllirg and when Fr. Virtue after the testimony was taken and given 
to the Bishop this person came back to Fr . Bill to the individual and asked what she 
had said when she gave the thing, his comment was I think we better go take a lie 
detector test because I think you are lying, furthermore the person said the testimony 
to the individual person that was sent by the Bishop took had many different things 
stated that she had not said, then when she read the testimony she said no this is not 
true, that ' s not true, the next thing is not true, and the person said, well, we just 
lll'ant to make sure you would read the testimony now, I feel that this is a trick and 
not valid to these various people and I then questioned the other testimony that was 
given against me by other people if the individual that the Bishop sent out to testify 
against me would throw some of these other things and these other people would be 
less cautious in reading over the testimony that was given then this other person 
had told me about it. Also, I wonder how can the Bishop let Fr. Virtue remain in 
the household where he said he fears because of the pastor for his very being. I 
question how can the Bishop let a man remain in that situation. This was given to 
a lay person. Now I as the pastor am to repair the damage - the questioning that 
I have known and the seeds of division and whatever else you want to call it, Father 
Vytas, to people in this parish, I must face these people, I must undo the damage 
done by Fr. Virtue, and I feel the only reason Fr. Virtue has done this is not out 
of conscience, not out of the well - being of Father Slown, but out of spite if you want 
to use the word hatred, jealousy or whatever it is because Fr. Slown did not put 
Fr. Virtue up on a pedestal. Now these things are most disturbing to me as a 
priest, as a pastor, yet I will continue on working despite it all - I do not have any 
hatred or anyill feelings against the Bishop or those who were involved in the testimony 
against me, no r do I have any ill feelings against poor Fr. Bill Virtue, for I feel as 
a human being dealing with the human being that a man that ha s done what he has done 
is very sick, and I feel sorry for the diocese of Joliet in Illinois, to try to work with 
a man like this, because whether the Bishop wants to accept it as such, whether any
one else l et alone Bill Virtue - there is a problem. Now he was the one that said in 
front of the two of us if I went and saw a doctor - what did he mean - I have ideas -
chat's up to anyone else to find out, but I am sayi ng these are some of the things 
that are most disturbing to me as a priest and as a human being, but I will continue 

-4-
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on functioning to the best of my ability to work and continue to build up God, His 
Church and all and this parish at this point. 

Father Memenas - Thanks, Jack~ I just have one question. Are you willing to put 
up w i th your associate, Fr. Bill Virtue .. until June, 1977, or would you like him to 
be transferred sooner? 

Father Slown - Father Vytas~ at this point knm.:ving what I do - I would like him to 
betransferred by February 1, 1977 thereabouts, due to the fact that I feel he has 
done enough damage to the parish, as well as to me as a priest and I don 1t think 
that leaving him here any longer is going to be good for him, for me, or for the 
parish. 

- oOo -
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ST . MARY 1 S CHURCH 

195th St. & 115ih Ave. 

Mokena, !llir.o!s 60448 

November 30.:~ 1976 

Reverend Eugene Parnisari11 Executive Secretary 
DIOCESAN CLERGY PE.~SONNEL BOARD 
c/o Lewis College 
Glen. EU:yn, Illinois 

Dear Father Parnisari: 

6rl37 

Father. John Slown, pastor of Stc M a ry 1vlagclalene Church, Joliet, Illinois , requested 
that 1-J.s associate~ Father William Virtue, be transferred by Februa.ry 1, 197 7. 

I rdated this informaiion to Bishop Romeo Blanchette . The B i shop told me to notify 
the Perso1mel Board, so that thcy could sta.rt proceedings according to the norms 

Jd p:-ccedu:r-cs fo:r as£igrl!:"lt3n.t ':'£ p~icsts" 

According to my inforrnation Father Virtue. does not want to leave St. Mary Magdalene 
parisho 

If you should need additional information pertaining to this matter, please do not 
hesi tate to contact rne. 

With every best wish~ I remain 

CC: Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette» D. D. 
Father Joseph Burns 
Father Sylvester Mulloy 
Father John Slown 
Father William Virtue 

Cordially yours in Christ:~ · · 

Rc t lit'- ; 11 ·' . 'j' . , J,Jt. ?~) . / 

'I< 
1 

({
1 

l}J r 111 c·;j/f: II'( 
Reverepd;' Vytas Memenas 
DEAN'· j 
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December 5, 1976 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Most Reve rend Romeo Blanchette 
BISHOP OF JOLIET 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dea r Bishop Blanchette: 

On Friday, November 26, upon request of Fr. Slown I went back to St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish in Joliet. Fr. Slown wanted to speak to me and share with you 
his feelings about the whole situation at St. Mary Magdalene. Enclosed please 
find a copy of my conversation with Fr. Slown. 

As I told you many times the situation at St. Mary Magdalene parish is very 
unhealthy. I recommend that Fr. Virtue should be transferred as soon as possible. 

I would recommend to you also that Fr. Slown should be retained at least until 
June, 197711 thus elimina ting dissension among the parishioners. The people of the 
parish are aware that there is something wrong in the rectory. 

Fr. Slown asked me, "Does the Bishop want me to resign the pastorate at SL Mary 
Magdalene and go somewhere else as an associate? ' 1 He also stated to me, 11I don't 
know where I stand. Am I a hindrance to the Bishop? 11 Father Slown also stated, 
111 don' t hate the Bishop in any way, fashion, shape or form nor do I think that he is 
out to get me or destroy me. 11 

With every b est wish, I remain 

VM/js 
~nclosure 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

0 L_;j_ /{;'/! -. m · y; .;; f fi.rY, · Jt~ ';;;e,;/t::flq;J 
Rever91-g Vytas Memenas 
DEAl'(-
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Dear Bishop Blanchette, 

I know you are conce~ned with my well- being : let 
that concern be a motive to keep me here . To change my 
assi gnment now would be for me the greater strain. 

Why? Because it is hard to adjust to four changes 
in four years, with new people, places, tasks . I much 
prefer to weather the present storm, and stay . 

A good first assignment is a boost to a new priest: 
this parish, with a broad range of age groups, growing 
fami lies, a large number of youth, has many elements of 
enterprise - and support - for a young priest. 

As was likely , the pastor uncovered some of my part 
in the report of h i s behavior , and I think this is why 

000190 

he so strongly resents my presence and wants - punitively -
to deny me what he knows I treasure : being ~~re. 

The pastor might now feel his own departure inevi
table, due to an inability t o overcome personal problems. 
He might blame me, instead of himself, and thus find motive 
to retaliate . 

I think that he might have attempted to mislead 
authorities by c l a i mi ng that affida vits given concer ning 
mim have been retractd - when most positively they have 
not been- or that he is reconciled with the individuals 
involved , - when in fact he is not. 

I think that he might have attempted to mislead 
authorities by clai ming that my removal is necessary due 
to "division among the people . .. The parish is not divided, 
a l though some people know that the p astor and I differ. 

I assert that t her e is not on e family so ali enate d 
fr<;:>!fl me that my ministry here is r e ndered ineffective ~ 
nor would my stayi ng here beyond the stay of the pastor 
be an affront . 

t '-"" 
The pastor is not likely to~others what Re seems to 

deny in his own mi nd. Therefore , lest he in~minate him
self, I do not thi nk he will tell p a rishoners, even f r i ends, 
his real objection to my presence . Therefore also , his 
complaints about me might be seen by many as a c l a sh o f 
youth with experience , or person a lity differences . 

I myself have spoken well of t he p astor to the 
parishoners, doing my best to protect his good name always . 
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Sometimes I wonder if the lay leaders here might 
welcome a rest from this pastor ' s compulsi ve drive to 
to put this parish "on the go." Much energy has been 
mobilized to advance one man's need to prove his worth. 
Now is the time to secure the good accomplishments by 
making them stable under a steady hand. 

The next pastor, in my opinion, should be a man 
who is good with organizations . lest the people feel 
orphaned in this area. 

Although an ordinary part of parish life, having 
busy organizations with a number of annual activities 
is an extraordinary thing for these people, in light of 
the history of this parish. 

The sunday collection here has been climbing, for 
a number of reasons . One is the present pastor'j, 
leadership and enthusiasm. An important reason:\s the 
increase in membership due to replacement of aged couples 
by new, growing families, and the development of housing 
on much of our open land. A current census might surprise! 

The parochial school and CCD are therefore vital 
here. There is a woman religious for eac h of these works . 
One of them recently said of the other , 11 either she goes, 
or I go." They c annot get along, I think, because they 
vie for control, e specially over the pastor . 

Clearly his departure might signal theirs also, 
most surely in the case of the one closest to him, the 
CCD Coordinator . She has seccessfully established the 
CCD program; h er departure is not a cause for panic . 
The transfer of the school principal would also be a 
setback , for she has put many things in order, but her 
problems with the faculty are a serious matter. 

In my opiniion i t is essential to see the tie 
these two women have with the pastor and his ambitions : 
he needs women dedicated to his projects; they need a 
man who will let them take charge. 

I am not a part of this triangle of the pastor and 
his rivaling helpers . Let me be a part of a clean slate -
by staying ~here . This letter has been frank; let me say 
it all this way : yes, I hope f or a n ew assignment -
right here -with a new pastor. 
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Otherwise, I must wonder what happens when a man 
opposes evi l, as I have here. No one else has previ ously 
effectivel y challenged what h a s been going on here and in 
other pari shes. So far as I know , this man for years h as 
had no obstacle, either in other parishes or here . 

Pa r ishoners whose weddings and dinner dances, p i cni cs, 
etc., have been disgraced by his drunkenness and obscenity, 
do nothing to stop him . Women who work at the rectory and 
see the comings and goings of boys do not interfer with h i s 
affections. The boys i nvolved do not accuse him - out of 
fear and public shame . 

But someone has challenged h i m now, and he is doing 
all he can to convi nce t he authorities that I must be removed 
"for my own mental hea lth." This is exactly what he wants. 
Perhaps he thinks that my removal means the end of resistance 
to his beha"'V':i or . 

He may have a poi nt. 

In my mind this case is a test of the ability of the 
Church to ref orm the clergy f rom wi thin. I know that the 
Church has had t o live, and does live with, much abuse o f 
the clerical state. That is reality. 

But when an associate pastor objects t o abuse of the 
pastor's office and the response of some authorities is that 
the a ssociate must move because "his mental heal th is strained:" : 
I can not help but think of Russia, where dissidents are put 
i n mental hospitals for fightin g evil. 

I mai nta.i n that t h e worst strai n on me i s to know that 
o t hers seem paralized to oppose what this man is doing, a n d 
that I must go elsewhere for sta nd ing up a g a inst him . 

I n conclusion ; I wi ll abid e by the Bishop's deci sion , 
in peace. 

"Gi ve us joy 
to b a lance our affliction." 
Ps. 90, Mon. I V 

Respectfully , in Christ , 

m.~P.~ 
Fr . William Virtue 
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~·! o s t Rev e rend Rome o R . I3 1 an c he t t e 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

December 28,1976 

In that I will be away from January 2,1977 till January17, 
1977, I ask that you p lease make Father Wi lliam Virtue, the 
associate at St, Mary Magdalene Parish, Joliet, Illinois, the 
'vicar subst i tutus' during this time . Thank you very much 
for taking care of this matter for me. 

Also I desire to have an appointment with you as soon as I 
return, in order to discuss wfiat has happened in this Parish 
rectory. There are too many loose ends left hanging and half 
truths that have been told. 

Father Parnisari has contacted me and said that you want 
Father Mulloy and Father Parnisari to meet separately with 
Father Virtue and myself and then meet together. This is fine 
with me, but only after I have talked with you. P l ease realize 
that I am trying to keep going despite all that has gone on 
behind my back with the hel~ of Father Virtue. 

Wishing you God's blessings and health for the coming New 
Year, I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 

{!.~ 
John C. Slo\.Yn 
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The Reverend Jobn S1o~m 
St. Mary V~gdalene Church 
127 South Briggs Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60433 

Dear Father S1wwn: 

Father Slown - pending 

December 30, 1976 

Bishop Bl anchette \>iill be away from January 17, 1977 
until the end of the month. I have .ade an appointment for you with 
him on February 3, 1977, at 10:30. If there is any reason you find 
that this is inconvenient, please notify the Bishop ' s secretary at 
your earliest convenience. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours 1n Christ, 

220 

The Reverend Msgr. Daniel J. Hurray 
Vice-Chance 11 or 

DJM:kms 
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March 18th, 1977 

'l'ha.l'lk you for your letter of the 16th. In response to your 
questions: I believe there is internal conflict among the 
Pastor, Principal and our two Sisters who work in the school. I 
believe a lack of clarification of rights/duties/responsibilities 
of the Pastor (as regards the school), the Principal and the 
Parish School Board is at the ROOT of the problem. 

Both of our Sisters are knowledgeable about such matters and 
have little patience and at times imprudence in trying to cope 
with .situations they judge deal with principles and injustices to 
the children. Communications and discretion are at a minimwn 
among all concerned. 

I met with the Sisters individually and as a group several 
times during the year. They were honest, open sessions. The 
Sisters do not believe they are effective~ witnessing in the 
Parish in the situation as it stands. Yet, apparen~ they are 
not psychologically capable of bridging the gaps that exist. 

I spoke with Father Slown on several occasions and he seemed 
very open a.'ld grateful for insights I shared with him. Mistakes 
and indiscretions that occured were discussed. However, there 
was little or no carr.y over. 

I really believe there is a personality clash among the 
four concerned. As I told Father and the Sisters, I believe there 
is fault on both sides. Ever,rone agrees that it is impossible 
to think of continuing this dilema for another year. Thus, our 
two Sisters will withdraw. 

At this point we have no other Sisters to serve at 
St. Mary M:tgdalene School. However, I would hope in the future 
others would be able to serve in the Parish. It is all in the 
designs of the Lord at this point. 
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A letter of this nature is difficult to writeo I tried to 
state the situation as objectively as possible. I appreciate 
your promise of confidentiality. 

With a promise of prayerful support during this Lenten 
Season. 

Sincere~ yours, 

/ ---·-, ~/ 
~~ ~:~ ~~r:.::.-7-......__ 
Sister Vi~ini~~e Derk, sscm 
Provincial SuPerior 
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Most Rev. Romeo R . Blanchette 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illino i s 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanche tt e: 

Several days ago our Dean, Father Vytas Memenas, informed me 
that Father William Virtue has asked to be transferred from 
St . Mary Magdalene Parish . I ask that you please honor his 
request as his attitude , feelings, and thoughts about me are 
detrimental to the Parish Community and to my physical, mental, 
and spiritual well-being. 

Ever since Father Virtue was assigned here, I tried to give 
him fatherly and priestly direction. He totally rejected it. 
He looked upon me as if I was being a ' tyrant' - one who im
poses his will on others. This was not my intention - but the 
manner in which Father Virtue accepted it. Therefore, from 
day one of Father Virtue's presence in this Parish , he rejected 
direction, he failed to communicate with me, he has lacked 
taking responsibility, and made no effort to make an accoun
tability to me of his priestly functions in the Parish. It is 
a sad state of affai r s, but I believe that I tried my best. 

Unfortunately , Fath er Virtue and I were unable to meet wi th 
Father Daniel Ryan. By the time we were to see him, his mother 
had died, Dan was away, Holy Week was upon us, and then I 
went away for several days after Easter . When I came home, I 
found out about Father Virtue's request to be transferred. I 
then talked with Father Daniel Ryan about meeting with him. 
He said that there was no reason to meet with him since Father 
Virtue requested a transfer . 

In that Father Virtue has such a deep dislike for me , I expect 
that he will try once again to harm my position as Pastor and 
Priest in the Diocese of Joliet . So, if it happens, please don't 
be surprised, as I won't. 

Thanking you for taking the time to read this letter and 
asking for your p r aye r s , I remain, 
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Reverend John C. Slown, PastOr 
St . Mary Magdalene Parish 
127 South Briggs ~treet 
Joliet, Illinois 60433 

Dear Father F:lown : 

May 18, 1977 

I have rec eived you r letter of May 13th, 1977, and wiH 
certainly take it into con&ideratioo. when I meet with tlle Personnel 
Board and they offer a recommendation aa to where Fathe r V i r tue 
will be recomm end ed fo r assingm ent. I am r eally s o rry tb.at the e vents 
concerning the possiblity o f mutual meeting with Father R yan pre.,.ented 
tbia, but I do understand that his mother ' s death and so fortb. did make 
it impractical. 

I m u s t a a y tb.at F atb.er Virtue did write me a letter ia 
which he said that he was going to request a change of assignment and 
there was nothing said in the letter that wo uld be interpreted as a 
personal c riticism . 

With best wishes , I remain. 

C o rdially yours in C hrist , 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/nb 

oc ozoo 
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August 3,1977 

The Most Reverend Romeo R. Blanchette 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bisho p Blanchette: 

Thank you very much for transferring Father William Virtue . 
I hope and pray that he wi l l be very effective in his new 
assignment. 

Yes, I am still seeing on a monthly basis. The 
sessions have helped me to un erstand, as well as cope with, 
the problems that have arisen . It has alse provided me with 
a deeper insight inte my life and priesth~od . 

At this time, I wish to ask that yeu make the f a llowing Sisters 
of our Parish extra-ordinary ministers of Holy Communion: 

Sister Lillian Bouza, O.S.H. 
Sister Le ona Bruck, O.P . 
Sister Mary Stella Sche l lenberger, SSCM 
Sister Mary Elsie Gamez, SSCM 
Sister Jane McKircky, a Lo retta Sister . 

Thanking you for taking care of the above request and your 
constant kindness and understanding, I remain, 

Sincerely y o urs in Christ, 

J~hn C . S lown 
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Septeob er 9 1 1 977 

Most Rev. Rom e o R. Bl an ch e tt e , D.D . 
Ch a n c ery Offi c e 
425 Summit Stree t 
Joliet , Illjno i s 604 35 

Dear Bi shop Bl anchette : 

Effective i mm e dia te l y I a m asking you to relieve me as 
Pastor of St . Na ry Ma gd a l ene's Pa rish , Jo li et , I l linois. 

Wi t h all best wi shes a nd p raye r s I r emain , 

) S i nce r ely y ou r s i n Chri st , 

I -y 

/;! !7 & . ;>· 
(jt*·/ltL (_ v' _}-_j{( IZV7 t.

/./j 
R e vl rend Joh n C • S 1 o v; n 
PJ.-5 t or 

"' \ /, ' 
~~:.L C .. 

(/t f 



Released April 2014

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 229 
Redacted April2013 ·419113 

The Reverend John Slown 
St. Hary l>fagdalene 
127 s. Briggs Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60433 

Dear Father Slown: 

September 9, 1977 

Confidential 

Effective September 10, 1977 , I hereby appoint you as temporary 
administrator of St . Mary Magdalene until a successor is named. 
In the meantime 90u still have the obligation of the ~tissa pro 
populo. 

With best wishes and assurance of prayers, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ 

/''. " ~, 2 (\ 3 l: ,_; \} w 
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195th St. & 115th Ave. 

Mokena, Illinois 60448 

September 9, 1977 

The Most Rev. Romeo :Blanchette, D.D. 
:Bishop of J~liet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette : 

I hereby certi £y that in my presence at St. l<!a.ry Magdalene Rectory, 
Joliet, Illinois, at 4:37p. m., 9 September 1977, Father John Slown read 
the letter o£ the Bishop of Joliet accepting Father Slown's resignation 
of the pastorate of St. ~~ Magdalene Parish, Joliet, Illinois. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

/l::~Me~ema74J 
Dean, Will-Minooka Deanery 
Diocese of Joliet 
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Reverend j ohn Slown 
St. Mary Magdalene Church 
127 South Bnggs Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60433 

Dear Father Slown: 

..... ~ "'· 2or:: 
1 ... : \.i i,j ~ 

September 14, l\f77 

Father Memena.s has kept me abreast of developments in your case, 
and I want to thank you f Jr your cooperation. As Father Memeoas has 
already told you, I woJld like to see you either before vr after you see your 
pllysician so as to be able to dlscuss various questions regarding your 
request for a temporary skk leave of absence. At the same time, we will 
discuss the provtsivns found in our amended priests' Retirement Plan which 
deals with partial disabHiey so that we can come to a definite agreement. 

You may feel free to call my secretary to arrange for an appointment 
that Wlll be at a suitable and mutually convenient time. 

With best wishes, I rem,un 

Cordially yours lQ Cbrist, 

Bishop of J oUet 

RRB:jw 

P.S. Should you prefer to see me at St. F rancis Woods, my secretary can 
also arrange for tbat. 
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i:D ('}.:'..·e gra'Ceful fo~: ':ne shore a.ssi.qn.rr.ent of o~.:r p2.stor, F::~ther John c .. Slmm 

\\~ shall always be gratef::l fo~ .i:~.1.s complete c1eaice.i:ion to his C-cd and the 

people of St, ~~ry ~agdalene Parisho 

F~":her arrived to find a gro'.p of Catholic Christians willi!lg to strive to 

})l__i . .i..d a coxnm: .. mity of God.~ ?n.;::-ot:gh his efforts he ,_mifiee. vc:.ried interest 

g.: ::>1:ps int·:> ::-, cor::.plete C'hr i.otie.~1 co!l1.l"'"c.mi ty. 

He practiced \<That ~'19 -preached~ He lecl the way in physical., mental and 

s"O::.:-i t.12 a.l effo:r .. ts an.d the people fo:lowed., 

'.'fhg phy~5.ca.l facili'-:ies ~.•Jere refurnished to become a source of joy \"herein ~ 

r:;o ·!.·'1 enter and ,.,-or.shi'9 c~'-c- God mo:;:e meaningfplly., 'fl{e corrected architectut 

ar;d engi.nee.rlng faults da-cing back to the original ronstruction of the physi 

plant. 't'o a~hieve these: added expendib;ra.s of ms:<;arial~ time and monies 

He met the ch~llen9e bv gi·ving oc 1-.a.is personal time and talents. challenging 

h:i.s parishioners ":o do li):e-.,..;ise. ~70 organized i'unci drives w·ere developed 

i ::r~ th..:i.s e.ff.o~t• 'lis pe::.sonn.l ::!.ppeals and returZ! of S1~ppo::ct.:. ve love from his 

parish family ac·::cmplished ~tore Jcha~ t.hree fund drives. He C:.id not "preach" 

U!One~t e 'l'he peopJ.~ Ca.rna: :Ccr..v22:::-d to the challenge, dm .... nlir:.g the '.'/eekly income 

I~ : j_ s s ·ccasses \•ie:::-a sf. ;rick"!y of a materia 1 na·ct...re, it ,,.,m!lC. have only last 

fo ~· a sh-:>:t"·c t.i.me. The more meas~ed successes of a minister of God are the 

s:p.!. ri tua.l accomplishmen-ts.: }lere too ., his fu+ure accounting to his and our 

Cxa2.tor will ~tand the test of continual plan..T'ling, execution and development 

of ·the spirit.ual side of Otlr parisho 

!!e worksd bard ;,·i·th ·the rna."1}' parish corJrni.ttees to upgrade the parish educa

t.ional facilities r1aterially. 3Cad.::mically and spiritually .. 

H~ org~nized a solid religious progrcm by selecting and worki ng with a souu~ 

religious coot:dina::or.. He in~·olved t he parents as ""ell as their children ir: 

cha sacranental preparation ~,a recept~on of the sacr~~ents bringing all 

c.l0c;:r to Gor~., Becao..:oe of hia personal int·erest in each person • s sacramenta 

life ~10 mad~ each care."'ilony ~ore relevant: with lasting effects npon all towa 

~heir perso~a.l gr~w~h with Godo 

It "t:vas a ~elelrratiof!. to attend any religio1..:s ceremony where Father was in

vel ve:.:! as he broLght Cfirist a.ud His "tE--achings closer;- to everyone~ It was nc 

~~n.l.S"Jal to nave a non-catholic come up t.o him after a serrice a!ld express 

t.n.e:ir feeJ.inqs of joy at participating a+.: such an occasion .. 
\ 
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r:;<;fe~t as the 'Di9 and mig~ty of any par ish str-.lct:•.';...·e. E-ach »1as made t.o fe 

needed wanted, loved. 

Yes~ we shall suffer frum this s"Ud.den dep-"'.rture from our parisho Hopefully 9 

Father's efforts have strengthened each of cs svfficiently that we will re~l. 

that Christia.."Tl commitment is a daily. hourly cornmi tment to O'lr God and with 

the people with whom '!l<:: associate or come in contact. with 6t~ring our dail y · 

lives.,. 

Our community has bean strengthened by the strong parish that has been 

revitalized throt'gh t""le !..jni ting efforts of Father Slown, Our non-cathol ic 

naigl'..bors will feel the loss and suffer with U'S upon his departure from ou r 

conmn. ni ty ., 

Our greatest heritage from Father Slown is to novri£h and harvest the seed 

which he ~'las planted with his pray9r, s•1ffering and hard labor. rJe shall 

ccntimje ·to sr~re amongst c,_,.:;::- parish family the example and mot:ivation which 

he brot,gbt abo·•t - gi.ving 'Js cotrrage and confidence to fee.l needed accepted 

and pro\d to b~ a pa~t of this community~ 

The absence of Fathey- .Slvwn will be as l'...ard to accept as losing a loved oneo 

fith each crises, ·t.nere are many ramafications. It is onr praye:rfPl hope the 

this ~an of C~d will be rememberec b~· the good reactions of ~s p~rish famil~ 

He are saddened by his leaving, but his efforts -.,.,ill draw ODt more good in 

each p~rso~ o= this parisho 

We wish to take th.i.s opport,mity to t}1..ank ocr Spiritual Vicar 4 Bishop 

Blanchertet fo~ aiding in the gro~~h of one of the many cells of God' s King& 

oa earJc:r_,. Ne are be·t·ter Christians through Father Slown' s ·total dedicati on 

to his job, ;-;e 1"la\Te grown spiritt:.ally and materially. 

To ~o.i:h~r Slm-m~ •.-e can o~ly s;;q we are eternally grateful. May your f utur E 

assigruaenta bring for~h continued blessings and sharing of the Good News . 

~ will be great!~ missed~ We shall keep you always in our heart and 

prayers <a You carne into our midst for such a short time but will lea ve a 

lasting impression of Christian joy? what it means to be dedicated to ·the 

Church a.Tld what it takes to t"'-ork for the Father, God keep you and bless you 

a.s yo~: cont:int:e your ministry f0r ;the salvation of souls.. Yo'\.'r reward sr.all 

be co~plate fulfillment ir- His Heavenly Kingdom~ 

-:'han~: yot· and God lo7e you, Father Si,mm for being ou.c pastor in 01·r parish 

fe.mily from ~Tovembe:r~ .~972 to Octcb~t' 1 19·h. 
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THE CHANCERY OFFICE 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

September 21, 1977 

M E M 0 R A N 0 U M 

TO: 

FROM: 

Betty Chinderle 

Bishop Blanchette 

From November 1st on, on a monthly basis for six 
months send to Father John Slown c/o St. M e a check 
of $400 from the Clergy Retirement Fund for disabled priests. 
When the six months are up you can contact me. 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB :kmt 

I r: ('. -, 2 ~ 9 
1.; v u ' v 
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September 26, 1977 

Sister Mary Stella Sch~ll~nb.:rger, S . S.C. M . 
Religious I:.ducation Coordinator 
Saint Mary lvra gdalene Church 
12 7 South Briggs Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60 433 

D<3ar Sister Mary Stella: 

Thank you for your nota of Sapt3mbar 2 J ar,d the cnclo.s.ac. 
resolution from be heads of or9anizations o£ t.l.a parish rc;Jard.ing 
rather S!ovvn. I appreciate your thoughtfulness and your conc.;:m 
for Father Slown and for the parish of &t. 1\..:ary r.:la;;dahne . Back 
in the early fifties, I spent a very happy year as a weekend assistant 
at St. Mary Magdalena and so also have a •varm spot in my :1.~art 
for tne parish . 

Fat her Slo"vn and I have bean fri::md.s for oany }' ~ars ar.d 
I surely '\Nill work v~ry ::los ely wit.~ him. As far as the pastorate 
of St. Mary Magdalene is concerned, however, I • m afraid I will 
not be able to have a direct input. Assi;;nm~nt:S to paris:1es ar2: 
made through the Personnel Board which studie5 applicam:f; and 
makes recommendations t o Bishop Blanchettg . t.. y assig~ants 

in the diocese do not include t.'l.iS process and , as yet , I am not 
that familiar with all t he priests of the diocese . I shall pray that 
you do rec eive a worthy pastor who will carry on Father Slown's 
work. 

May I also suggest , although it is certainly- unn~cessary , 

that you and all the other leader s of the parish cooperate with the 
new pastor and help him in the transition. In this way, the great 
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strides made at St. }:!ary Magdalene will continue and will be 
conducive to the salvation of many souls. Please say a prayer 
for me that I may fulfill my obligations as a Bishop. Thank you . 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 

(Most Rev . ) Daniel \ V . Kucera , 0. S. B. 

dwk:h 
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ilr . Jessie S. RoB 
llfl.-:f Davison Street 
Jo l ie t, I l li no is 60433 

Cea r i·lr. Roa : 

RE: Father Sl mom *** 

Septembe r 27. 1977 

I ''la:!t to tell you t hat I am very happy to receive 
you r ki nd 1 ~tter concern i n') t'le goor. tha t Fat!12r S l o~m !"l as done in 
your l i ves, an·.: i r the lilies cfmary other s a·~ ~t. 1·1ary f·~agda l ene. 

SL1c~ c::att,er :1imse 1f :ias i ndicatec that he has been 
ir the care of a phys i ciar. and, I ar.1 to l e, that "'~en some of the 
pari sr i or.ers Hili tee' to !.ave a pet.; tion s i l)ned to send t o me s o tha t 
he I'Wul d stay at St. ~:ar~' :•agdalere, it i s said that he supposedly 
sai d," if you de this , you ,,r;n dest. ~ l'I'!E? phys i cally an<! emotionally ." 
Jnde r che ci :·:r1stances I believe thc.t you s houl d accept your pastor 
at hi s wor d anc not t ry to r ead oet't1een 1 i nes and attribute motives 
that might not be correct. 

let us hope t hat Father health ~fi 11 improve and that 
he will be able to continue to do fruitful ~10rk in 1ur diocese , wh ich 
is grO'rdng so fast, ana wh i ch needs a lot of pr1estly \'lork. 

I myself appreciate very much the wonderful cooperation 
of laity like yourself, and I ask your prayers f or your \'lelfare. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bi shop of Joli et 

RRB :kmt 
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ST. M . MAGDALENE SCHOOL 
201 S. BRIGGS STREET 

JOLIET. ILLINOIS 

244 

September 29, 1977 

Most Reverend Romeo R . Blanchette, D. D. 
Your Excellency: 

After several weeks of contemplation, it is with both joy and deep 
sense of loss that I feel compelled to write this letter . Speaking for 
myself and those of St. Mary Magdalene School and parish, who have worked 
closely with Father John c. Slown, may I offer the following sentiments : 

While I have only had the privilege of knowing and working for and 
with Father Slown for less than three years, his influence on me will 
a l ways affect my life as a Religious . His strength and his deep faith 
and hope in God has given me the spiritual support needed during my 
first years as administrator, as well as helped me to understand and ac
cept the loss of my dear mother . 

As administrator of St. Mary Magdalene School, I am in the unique 
position to observe the influence Father has had on the lives of the 
students here. A special feeling of happiness is evident and the chil
dren are delighten when Father shares himself with them . His daily con
tact with the students at Mass has given them a broader concept of God 
and what it means to live as a Christian. His rapport with the young
sters exhibits joy, love, and peace . His Christlikeness in word and 
action has deeply impressed the students and has intensified the respect 
and regard they have for him as a person as well as a minister of God . 

In my twenty years of professional experience, I have never known 
a pastor who has shown so much interest, concern, and involvement in 
the improvement of curriculum, the spiritual and professional growth 
of a faculty, as well as the upgrading of the plant facilities . His 
confidence and moral support have been a real source of encouragement 
to me . 

It is with these thoughts i n mind that I find it almost impossible 
to understand the resignation of Father Slown as pastor of St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish. Hopefully you will pray that I will be able to ac
cept this action as the Will of God . I realize it will be most diffi
cult to find a man to lead our parish: dynamic yet gentle, f o rceful 
yet kind, busy yet available, leading yet joining in; a man who is 
dedicated to his priesthood - faith-filled, prayerful , humble; a man 
who is also human - who understands people and can work with them as 
well as for them - FOR THIS IS FATHER JOHN C. SLOWN!!! 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

~~~~~lf. 
Sister Leona Bruck, O.P. 
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Herscher 

The Reverend ,John Sl own 
St. ~·lary Magdalene Parish 
127 South Bri ggs Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60433 

Dear Father Slown: 

October 3, 1977 

I wish to inform you offi ci ally t hat I have 
appointed, effective October 4, 1977 , the Reve r end Daniel 
Stempora as pas tor of St. Mary ~·!aqda lene Pari sh, Joliet, to 
replace you, since you have resigned and since I have given 
you a six (6) month leave of absence. You have my permission 
and my b 1 ess i ngs - in residing at St. t~a~aret Mary Rectory wi th 
Father James Holup during you sick leave of absence . I do hope 
that you will rest , see your Doctor as often as he feels it is 
necess ary, an d recover ful l y. 

With an assurance of prayers, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB :kmt 

cc: The Reverend James Holup 

,'\ ,, -, 211 • f •••• t.: ,_; v 
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To : 

, 

Mai l a check in the amount of 
Char ge : Cl ergy Retirement Fund 

(Disabled priests) 

Rev . John Slown 
st . Marg are t Mary Rectory 
408 North Main Street 
Herscher , Illinois 60941 

$400 . 00 

-' ~- : z1(l t:v u o 

'1 1 , 1978 see Bishop Bla nchet te After Aprl. 
f or f urther instructions . 

I 
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Gctob~r 14 , U77 

Dear - · 

rh'-lni< yol.! V.;}r} mu_h f.oc you :cttcr of Cctoo:r 6 :;i out 
Fat.~-' Down . I ' m =>Ure tnat r.~'o::: a.L~-::: .... nuch consolation bf the 
loyalty a;d concerr, that nil o: you n;:rr _ snown nim . .....ot: c~rtolnJy 
will reward him for tn;:; tre.1'l.:;n-..ous ,.., crk hv ha.s don.::: for t. ary 
!\rfagdal-an-3 and its p.sopl-::. 

I\ ish I coul:J tall r·ou -:hat Fat.l-1-::r will raturn as pastor 
b1...t , as you.< 1o·.v , a nz•·· ;:.astor r.as b"'zn appoi ... ted a~d 1t would 
not Lc foir to him tu SJ.,.,~st or. _:arly chan~e . 1 am su.r:: thQ.t ...:ioc! 
v:ill bbss the:: parish an_ t:~at th.: r.ew pastor ·,,·:.~1 com .. ru.:: t:'le 
wor.!< th"' : •ather Elown did .:0 a olJ th~s-: past 1 ears. 

T ha•Je Dean a p-:!rsonal fnana of Fathar Slor.•:r. 's for many 
y-:.!ars , h fact, since his sem1nary Ca(S. oC! haJ3 b=:_n i:1 to_ch 
t h..:;s..; P"' st fa· • .., waeks and I will con.ti nu'-' t o suuport nin. I l--"1CW 

that s omet imes we can "lot surm1s:: th~ ~·!ill of ::-od 1 but ~atho;;:;r has 
many ·::~ood y~ars of pri~stly work aheaJ oi him 1 if not a t St . ; ary 
r-,_,,_;cal: ... s th:m at 5o.rr:;; oth~r p!aca wh~re peool-3 '"'ill n·:ed nJm 
just as much. :.et us pray tO·:::~tn.;r for tum a.£'1u for h1s prieS L i 
work. 

,:._ ith best wishes I 

Sincerely yours i n Cnrist 1 

(~Aost~av.l Daniell'!. Kucera, 0.~ .8 . 

dwk-h 

250 
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The Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette , D. D. 
Your Excellency ; 

November 1, 1977 

I've been composing this letter in my mind for a month. I've 
let this amount of time go by so it wouldn 't be anger speaking, and 
now I bel ieve I can calml y sit down and write my feelings. 

The community of St. Mary Magdalene's was changed drastically 
one month ago when Father Slown was f o rced t o leave. In my heart I 
can't believe that Father ever did anything but good for people, 
but if , in you r opinion, there was a r eason f o r his quick resigna
tion I think the situation was handled very poorly. To misinform 
the parishioners that Father was leaving because of illness was un
fortunate. ~s ability to carry the burden of the whole parish up 
to the last minute proved this to be untrue. 

In the 5 years that I wo rked f o r Fr. Sl own he was the most com
passionate Pastor , on e who really reached ou t -bo all alike in their 
time of need . Speaking from my own experience when my beloved Mother 
passed away s uddenly Father was my pillar o f strength. His deep 
faith in God greatly influen ced me at this t:r.ying time and helped me 
e xcept my l oss . 

Because of my 7 years employment at St. Mary Magdalene previous 
to Fr. S l own's appointment I know Father gave of himself to a much 
greater degr ee than any of the previous priests. Father Slown was 
always a vailab l e t o peopl e: counseling , instructing, listening, 
en couraging, visi t ing the sick - always bringiP~ Christ t o the peo 
p l e . His dynamic personality and complete c ommitment to the priest
hood b r ought many fallen away Catholics back to the faith. 

This recent change to our St . Mary Magdalene Community has 
cau sed many people t o lose faith in their Di ocesan l eaders . This 
is unfo rtu nate! With a little dipl omacy this cou~d have been avoided. 

It is my prayer that Fathe r Stempora will be able to reunite 
our parish as it was when Fr . Slown was here. I am continu ing to 
wo rk in my present position and am s upporting Fr. Stempora t o the 
best of my ability. Please accept these thoughts as a token of my 
appreciation for the privilege o f working with and for Fr. Sl ow.n. 

Respectfully yours , 
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-Dear 

November 2, 1977 

~" "'r.2 L'~ u - .23 

In the absence of Bishop Blanchette, who is attending the National 
Convention of the Council of Catholic Women in San Antonio, Texas, I 
wish to acknowledge your very laudatory letter on Father John Slown. 
The Bishop is always happy to hear such letters of praise and thank
fulness from parishioners who have truly been inspired and lead by the 
priests of our diocese. All too often, the Bishop hears the negative 
side and the critical complaints of people, so I know he will truly 
appreciate your thoughtfulness and l:ind words about Father Slown. 

With every best wish, I am 

WED=cas 

Sincerely yout"s in Christ , 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Secretary to the Bishop 
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November 17, 1 ~77 

~han.< you v~ry muc.1 for your lett3r of Cctober 25. 
You ar::: csrtalnly to be con.plimented on the many y~ars of 
faitn£ul sar .lie- to St . a:y ~J!a :taalen 3 Parish. 1 ha hJ sorr.e 
feeL n_ fer what you say b::Jcaus..; it was rr-y .,.ooa fortur.c many 
years a o to b~;; a wc:eic.:r:d assbtur.t to Father f'c:sn md for a 
year. It was in tha -=arly fifties. ! wall r~member the efforts 
that ' r::: n-..:ld~d to build t.i1_ parish. 

'!ha t you say al:;out Fath3r Slown is also familiar to 
rna 1:., co. ... s- I tau,nt him in cell_,_ and ha;e baan his fri· n ~v-er 

sir~~.- . I know he workad v.::I) n.:;rd a t .St. • ary iv a-,JdaL" to 
buil . up tha parish ·with mucn success. In fact, as w-,3 now both 
agn ... _ , p.;rhaps h2 worked too r.ard and ov.arspent hlms _lf i!'l his 
ea ;err.vss to c!o 3od' s Nork. At any rate , the results ha 'I~ bean 
extr.;:..mely suc.cassful and fortunat~ for t .:"le parish. I am sur'3 that 
Fa ther Stempora will continu<:: since he is a .,cod pri::!st and pastor. 

You may be sura that Fatnar Slown' s cor>t.ribuhoT" to St. 
Mary \ a~dalen.e ' s v-.rill uot be for:,:;ott en and tha t he is sustah.;d 
t hcs.:: ,Jc ys by the love and prayers he knows he has from you and 
so r-,any others . Thank ycu for bein·; so sensitive to fat."t~r :)lown's 
work a'!lt"l leadership and for the i'l.put over many years that yor.t had 
in building up the paople of ~~oa. at E.t. i'aary ~~~a-;;dal~ne. 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 

(Most Rev . ) Dani~l \'1 . Kucera , C . S. B. 

dwk:h 

254 
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Sti) Margaret Mary Church 
408 ;N . .Main St. 

Jlersdter. Jlliltois 60941 
?:de. 8!5-426-2!53 

January 10, 1978 

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette, D. D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

I hope that your holiday season was a most happy and blessed one. I am writing this 
letter to you in the form of a progress report. 

Since I have had the time to do a lot of thinking, my main problem has been brought to 
light and been clarified.. I have finally discovered and realized that I am a work-aholic. 
In the months ahead, I must learn to handle and control this problem. With prayer, using 
God's help, the doctor's guidance, and my intellect and will power, the situation will be 
solved. 

Having been able to resign as Pastor of St. Mary Magdalene's has proven to be a most 
prophetic move. With few responsibilities, I have been able to relax and put things in
to correct order. For years my fellow priests have said that I was the biggest fool that 
God created for working so hard. It is only now that I realize how right they were. Yes, 
one's dedication to his vocation and work must be softened and tempered with prudence. 

Lastly, I want to Thank You very much for permitting me to live and work with Father 
James Holup. Father Holup and I were roommates and classmates in college, so we 
know each other quite well. He is a great priest and it is so wonderful to live with a fl .,: 
fellow priest, who smiles, is compatible, and can communicate with people. This is 
something that I missed for the past two years. 

Thanking you for all that you have done for me, wishing you all God's blessings during 
1978, and remembering you in my Masses and prayers, I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 

/J ft 

lJ~I4t~~~ 
.ftv: John C. Slown 
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PERSONAL & CONFI DENTIAL 

Reverend John Slo\JU 
St. Hargarc t Mary 
408 N. !-lain Street 
lierscher, Illiuois 60941 

Dear Father Slown: 

February 1, 1978 

I ar. late in replying to your letter of January lOth 
because I was away for a feu t-7eeks. 

I aprreciate the information you gave me and also your 
very fine comments concerning your understand:i.ng of yourself and 
also your happy situation at Herscher "'-.fth Father !lolup. 

Assuring you of my prayens, I r emain, 

Cordially yours in Christ , 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/nb 

256 
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St., Margaret Mary Chu.rvlhl 
408 IV- .Maiu St. 

Jlersdter, J!liJtuis 60941 
t:e/e_ 815-426-2753 

Most Rev . Romeo R. Blanchette, D. O. 
Chancery Off ice 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

April 19, 197'3 

l-_257 
I 

I t is hard t o believe that six months hav8 ~assed sincP. I hAve takPn uo resi0~ncy 
at St . Margaret Ma=y ! s Parish , HPrsch~r, Illinoi~. Therefore, l thouqht that it 
was t ime to wri te another progress report to you. It c~r~ainly h~s be~~ a nl~asant , 

useful , and meanin~ful oerioc of time. 

Af ter ta king the MNPI from Dr . John McLaiJghlin, he concurred with tn~:? that I am a 
compulsive work- aholic. It is interesting to reflect over one's life to see how 
t his situation develope~ - L~arning to relax and not feel guilty, because I have not 
done ·x• amount of work , is a new and tremendous experience fo- ~~ - I a~ haP?Y 
t o have learned another dimension of ~yself . How tr~e the statement is t hat one 
never stops learning or matur ing until God calls one from this earthly life . 

Yes, this period of time has afforded me the opportunity to deepen my spiritua l 
life - since I have plenty of time to pray . I also have been able to catch up or 
my reading. And wi t h the aid of Father Holup , I have been abla to see other dimensions 
of tne Pro- Life Hovement and the need to preach about it , a:; 4ell as to halp people 
see the des tructive force of ERA . So , all in all , the time t~at I have spent aNay 
from a permanent assignment has been ve ~y benaficial for me . 

Thinking about assignments , Bishop Daniel Kuc era mentioned to me that I will 
probably receive a new assignment sometime around the first part of June. After 
having time to analyze roy rroblem and work on it , I know that I e~n go back as 
a pasto~ of a par ish the size of the one I had or even bigger . Af te r all , I accom
pl ished a t otal reviat lizat i cn of a parish in five years - a job that {.JOule have 
taken most men ten or moee years t o do . However, whatever assi~nment you give me , 
I will see it as God's Will . 

Thanking you for all that you have do~P for me and r~memb~ rin~ vou in my Masses 
and prayers , I remain , 

Yours i n Chr ist , 

Reverend John C. Slown 

cc: Bishop Kucera 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Clranarlj 0((,-ce 
42:0 SUMMIT STREE T 

JOLlET . I LLINO IS 60435 

PERSO NA L 

Reverend John C. Slown 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
408 North ~..-lain Street 
Herscher, Illinois 609-H 

Dear John: 

April 24, 1978 

258 

r. '"\ ' 229 1.) \.) iJ . . 

In view of the fact that you sent a carbon copy to Bishop Kucera, I 
feel that I should do the same in my reply to you. 

I am very happy to know that you have found the Lime at Herscher to 
be one tha c was very useful and meaningful. I am also happy to know that 

helping you. If iC i.s accordi ng to your desires, you might 
have the doctor send a letter either to myself or to Bishop Kucera to indicate 
his own thoughts regarding the question of a future assignment . 

As you know, as of Aprill5, 1978, we are following new guidelines 
and that is why I mention this to you. 

Again thanking you for your kind letter and for remembering me in 
your prayer s and assuring you that I remember you in mine, I remain 

Most cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB~w / 
CC: Most Reverend Daniel W . Kucera, O.S.B. 
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May 30# 1978 

Ra: Father fohn Slown 

Dear 

Thank you so much for your letter of May 5, 1978, regarding 
Father Slown and his progress. 1 have, with Fathar' s permission, 
given a photocopy to Bishop Blanchette. 

We are currently in the process of det ermining parochial 
assignments and Father Slown s hould be receiving one shortly. 
I appreciate your willingness to follow him in his new position and 
to assist him to further understand his problem. I'm sure that he 
is more than willing to do this and that i t 'Will be a great benefit to 
him and to his ministry. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Most Rev . ) Daniel V'.' . Kucera , 0. S B . 

dwk:h 
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June 19, 1978 

Dear 

I appreciate very much your }~nd letter concerning 
Father Slown. As you know. Father Slown reauested a leave of absence 
because he was not well. As soon as he is vell, 1 know that he will 
be in touch with the Personnel Advisors, and if they reccmmend that 
he ba made a pastor, you can rest assured that every consideration of 
this reco~endation will be made by me. 

Thank you ·•ery much for your kind letter~ 
Assuring you of my ~ prayers and. asking you for your own, I remain, 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/nb 
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The Reverend John Slown 
St. Margaret f~ry 
408 North Main Street 
Herscher, IL 60941 

Dear Father Slown: 

July 10, 1978 

Effective August 4, 1978, I hereby appoint you 
to the pastorate of St. Joseph's Parish, Bradley, Illinois, to 
succeed the Reverend James McOennott, who has received another 
assignment. At the same time, I hereby transfer you from your 
sick leave of absence, effective August 4th. 

You w111 assume canonical possession and jurisdiction 
of St. Joseph's Parish, Bradley, as soon as you come to the Chancer,y 
Office on August 4, 1978, Friday at 10:30 A.M., to make the sustomary 
Profession of Faith before me, or our Vicar Generals, or Co-Chancellors, 
acting as our delegate according to the provision of Canon Law. 

RRB :kmt 

Wishing you God's blessings, I remai n 

Cordial ly yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 
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42:5 SUMM I T STREET 

.IOI,.IET . ILL I NOIS 450.43 !5 

CONF IDENf IAL 

On Friday July 28, 1978, a 
came in to see a priest at thw vu•~u'-~~ 

n ., .. , 2 '1> ~ u ~.J ·J .J .J 

She said that her family lived i n Winfie l d eleven years ago, and that 
her thirteen year old son was a server at St. John. She stated that Fr . 
John Slown committed a homosexual act with her boy at that time. The boy 
~at the time except his eight year old sister. Mrs. 
- erself found out only last y~ar. Shw was working at I.B.C. then, 

and knew Bishop Daniel and Fr . Best but was un~ble tQ tell them at that 
time . She now no longer works at the college, so she came to report this. 

Her son and daughter (now 24 and 18) no longer attned church since th.i.s 
incident destr~yed their fa~th in priests and the Church. ~ 
at first spoke about other children similarly :tTeated although she was forced 
to admit that she has no actual knowledge of other incidents. 

I told her that Fr, Slown was on a leave of abscene for a year, and that i 
was pdssible that he could have been receiving councelling in this period for 
this or similar problems. I mentioned that the bishop is often aware of 
difficulties which are not publicized when a transfer of assignment is made. 
I did not mention Fr. Slown's recent assignment to Bradley since this report 
may have a bearing on that. 

I assured her that this mat~er would be handled confidential l y, and that 
only Bishops Blanchette, Kucera, and Fr. Ryan w~uld be informed. 

Fr. Slown is scheduled to see Bishop ~lanchette on August 4 at 10:30. 
presumably to take his oath of office. 

Copies to RRB, DWK, Ryan 

.. 
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P R 0 F E S S I 0 N 0 F FAITH . 

"1, John Slown , with firm faith, believe and profess all and 
everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:" 

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, 
and of al l things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son Jf God. Born of the Father before 
all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, 
not made, of one substance with the Father. By Whom all things were 
made. Who for us men and for our sal vation came down from heaven. And 
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: And \'tas made Man. 
He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buri ed. 
And on the th i rd day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in gl ory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there \Ifill 
be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets. 
And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. And I a\·lait the resurrection of the deaa. And 
the life of the \'/Or l d to come. Amen. 

111 firml y embrace and accept all and everything wh ich has been eitrrer 
defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared 
by its ordi.1ary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, 
according as they are proposed by it, especially thos~ things dealing 
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the 
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff." 

DATE: f!;tA ~ 1/?5 
PLACE: -- ~.$:J ::L~I.?"~ Cdc Jl/'. '.,. _;;_k 

/ A / I / 

* * * * * * * * * * 
I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place indicated 
above, thus by particular Lm'>' of the Church, he took canonical possession of 

Parish Bradley , Illinois. ---------------------- ---------------------
St. Joseph 

Bishop I 9e~~ate 
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SAIXT JOSEPH RECTORY 
2.L1 :-oORTB CE:-1'l'ER A VEXt.:E 

BRADLEY, ILL. 

Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette,D . D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

August 29 , 1978 

265 

Once again, I want to Thank You very much for appointing 
me the pastor of St. Joseph's-Parish in Bradley, Illinois . 
It truly is a wonderful Parish that is filled with great 
people. I know of no reason why I deserve such an excellent 
assignment . I do know that it has humbled me and caused me 
to have a closer relationship \~ith and dependence upon the 
Father, the Son , the Holy Spirit, and the Blessed Mother. 
And it will be through their help and guiding hands that 
God's salvific work will be accomplished at St. Joseph ' s . 
I might add that it has made ne also realize the true fatherly 
person that you are . 

Enclosed is a check for $25,000.00 to be applied to the debt 
on our note #562 . This should leave the parish with a balance 
of $29,832 . 74 on the loan . If all goes well, we should be able 
to pay off the debt by January 1979. 

As you know, St . Joseph ' s Parish will be celebrating their 
75th anniversary this year. In that Bishop Vonesh is scheduled 
for the jubilee Mass in June, I was wondering if you would 
administer the sacrament of Confirmation, instead of Father 
Daniel Ryan, on Tuesday, May 8,1979 as scheduled . I know that 
the people would be honored and be very happy to have you come. 

Once again, I wish to Thank You very much, Bishop, for your 
kindness and patience that you have shown to me in the past 
and your trust in the present. 

With all best wishes and a continual remembrance of you in my 
Mass and prayers, I remain, 

Your co-worker in Christ, 

Uwc?~ 
Re~nd John C. Slown 
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Dear Father Donelly: 

About a month ago, I came t o the Chancery Office with some personal 
informat i on regarding Father John Sloan. I am sure you can recall our 
interview, as you di_d:. .:t.ake notes. 

Since this was a- s~rious matte r , and since I have a very personal 
interest in this situation, I am requesti~g a reply on the Bishop ' s 
own stal:.iol;lery, that thi s matter has been brought t o his attention , and 
that it is being taken care of . 

Thank you. 
Si ncerely, 

. ' 



/ 
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September 6, 1978 

PERSONAL 

Mrs. 

Dear 

AS I indicated to you at the time of our discussion, I did refer 
your information concerning Father John Slown to Bishop Blanchette. 
I am certain that the Bishop will take whatever action is necessary. 

With every best wish, I aDj 

WED:cah 

. . 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Co-Chancellor 
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OJD246 
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SAINT JOSEPH RECTORY 
211 NORTH CENTER AVENUE 

BRADLE Y, ILLINOIS 

PHONE 939·3573 
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Reverend Jol:m Slown 
St. J .. ,sepb Church 
211 North Center A venue 
Bradley, Illinois 60915 

Dear Father Slown: 

March 5, l-17 9 

I write to rhank you for the larg;;!r than usual gift you 
made toward Bishop Biancllt:!tte '-> dinner gathering. Tllis was 
very kind of you. and i-:5 deeply appreciated. 

RJV:jb 

God r~ward you and blea.:> aU your effort~. 

Wi~h best wishes, I remain 

Cordially your5 in Cbrtst, 

Mosc Re ,erend Raymond j. Von<.:::>h 
Aux.iliary Bishop of Joliet 
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May 31, 1979 

You wrote a very beautiful letter about Father Slown and 
his impact on your life. Thank you for sharing this with me. I pray 
that you may continue to grow i n faith and that indeed the Marriage 
Tribunal may work out the difficulties and permit you and Ei l een to be 
married in Church. I1: would give me great pleasure to confi rm you next 
year i£ I am scheduled for Bradley again. 

You may be sure t hat I will do all that I can t o help 
Father Slown so that he might continue to serve you and the people of 
St . Joseph's in Br adley, Naturally, he needs are pr ayers and support . 
Prom the contents of your letter, I know one wonderful f ami ly t hat is 
cert ainly doing that. 

OWI(/ nb 

Thank you for writing and may God bl ess all of you . 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

- -~~4., ~ 

ltlliJi -~d~ .... l 1f. Kucera , O.S. B. 
APos~otic Administrator 



FR SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 278 
• REV . SLOWN 

Redacted April 2013 - 419113 

Released April 2014 . (' -_., 2 ~ Ci' ._; \.., U ~a 

, 

May 31, 1979 

Thank you for your note on Father Slown . It is 
always nice to hear that one o£ our priests is appreciated and that 
people care and are concerned for him. 

his pastoral duties. 
hard working person . 
and support he has in 

I pray with you that Father may return soon to 
He does need your prayers since he is ~uch·a 
I am sure he wi ll be happy to know o£ t he l ove 
the parish. 

Hay God bless you for taking time t o write . I 
appreciate your concern. 

With al l best wishes, 

Sincere ly yours i n Chris t, 

, ~ n~verend Dani e l W. Kucera, O. S. B. 
Apo$to1ic Admi ni SJrator 

DWK/nb 

\ 

I 
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May 31, 1979 

Dear 

Thank you for your kind letter of May 25th regarding Father 
John Slown. I am sure that he ~:ill be greatly heartened by your concern 
and support for his pastoral e£forts. 

I am sure that he will ask ancl need the help of people like 
yourself when he returns to Bradley. From my visits to St. Joseph's, I 
have been greatly impreesed by the parish and I kn~4 that you parishioners 
will do all that you can to assist Father and Father Vitus so that Cod's 
work may be accomplished as you indicated so beautffully in your letter. 

With best wishes and prayer, 

DWK/nb 

\ 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B . 
Apostolic Administrator 
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June 1, 1979 

De 

Thank you for your letter of May 26th r egarding 
Father John Slown. I am sure that he wi 11 be heartened by your concern 
and support of his pastoral efforts. 

Please pray for him that he may return qui ckly to 
Bradley and minister effective l y t o a very wonderful parish. From my 
visits to St. Joseph's, I have been greatly impressed by the parish and 
I know that you and the other parishioners will do al l that you can to 
assist Father and Father Vitus so that God's work may be accomplished as 
you indicated so beautifully in your letter. 

With best wishes and prayers, 

SinceTely yours in Christ, 

{I '', ; "52 ·..- v \} ~ 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Admini s trator 

DWIC/nb 

' / 
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May 31, 1979 

Thank you for your letter of May 26th regarding Father John 
Slown. Please thank the others who also signed the lett er. 

I am sure that Father Slown wi l l be greatly heartened by 
your letter and those of others. Please pray for him that he may return 
quickly to Bradley and minister effectively to a very wonderful.parish. 
I am sure that he is counting on the support of people like yourself t o 
help him. 

With best wishes and prayers. 

Sincerely yours i n Christ, 

~ • 1 l "" :"'~ -"· 2 5 
1 . ..; l...i LJ 4 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S. B. 
Apostolic Administrator 

DWK/nb 

\ 
/ 
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JlDle 1. 1979 

• 

Thank you for your letter of May 28th regarding 
Father John Slown. f am sure that he will be gTeatly heartened by your 
concern and support of his pastoral efforts. 

Please pray for him that he may return quickly to 
Bradley and minister effectively to a very wonderful parish. I know 
that you and the other parishioners will do all t hat you can to assist 
Father and Father Vitus so t hat God's work may be accomp lished as you 
indicated in your very kind letter. 

DWK/nb 

With best wishes and prayers, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Administrator 

\ 
./ 
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Jme 1, 1979 

, Tlank you for your letter of May 28th regarding 
Father John Sl own. I am sure that he be heartened by your concern and 
support of hi s pastoral efforts. 

Please pray for him that he may return quickly to 
Brad ley and minister effectively to a very wonderful parish. From my 
visits to St. Joseph ' s, I have been greatly impressed by the parish 
and I know that you and the other ~rishioners will do all that you can 
to assist Father and Pather Vitus so that God's work may be accomplished 
as you indicated in your kind letter . 

With best wishes and prayers, 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 

,... ' ''· lj 5 (i 
t:vU(:.. 0 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Administrator 

DWK/nb 

/ 
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June 1, 1979 

Thank you for your kind letter regarding Father John Slown. 
I am sure that he will be greatly heartened by your concern and support 
of his pastoral efforts. 

I am sure that he will ask and need the help of people 
like yourself when he returns to Bradley. Prom my visits to St. Joseph's 
I have been impressed by the parish and I know that you and ther other 
parishioners will do all that you can to assist Father Slown and Father 
Vitus so t hat God'• work may be accomplished. 

DWK/nb 

With best wishes and prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Administrator 

\ 
/ 
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June 1, 1979 

Thank you for your kind letter regarding Father John 
Sl own . I am sure that he will be greatly heartened by your concern and 
support of his pastoral efforts. 

I am sure that he will ask and need the help of people 
like yourself when he returns t o Brad ley . Fr om my visits to St . Joseph's, I 
have been impressed by the parish and I know that you and the other parishioners 
will do all that you can to assist Father Slown and Father Vitus ·so t hat God 's 
work may be accomplished. 

DW[/nb 

Nith best wishes and prayers . 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Administrator 

\ 
/ 
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Jt.me 8, 1979 

Thank you for your kind l etter regarding Father 
Slown. I ~ suro that he will be greatly heartened by your concern and 
support of his pastoral efforts. 

I am sure that he will ask and need the help of 
people like yourself when he returns to Bradley. From my visits to 
St. Joseph's, I have been impressed by the parish and I know that you 
and the other parishioners will do all that you can to assist Father 
Slown and Father Vitus so that God 's work may be accomplished . · 

DWI</nb 

With be~' wishes and prayers, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Daniel W. Kucera, O.S.B. 
Apostolic Administrator 

/ 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 303 
Redacted April 2013 • 4/9/13 

~ 1 Jti L l"L Y L Ul\1 t 1 U t.l\1 fll\L 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Chance.-fl Office 
42~ SU MMI T S TREET 

.JOLIET t t..I,.IN O I S 6043.5 

Wed nesda y, February 13, 1980 
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came to see me on February 6. He recounted a conversation he had withllll 
.----.:..--'. --indicated that her son~ad come home from 
serving a Saturday evening Mass at the parish quite subdued and uncommuni-
cative. H e finally told hi s fath e r and mother about an incident that had 
occurred in the sacristy. According to ---Father John.,Slown touched 
her son in an improper manner . Father Vitus said tha t thel--11!1--:-h.ad not told 
anybody except him and that he in turn had o nly confided in Father Shields who 
was resident in the rectory . The I ~ere concerned that Fathe r Slown 
needs help and that he aould get it. Father Vitus a l so sai d that they would be 
willing to see me. 

---------~lruLfuL9.I1..9.Q.Q..Qirrtn'LEIDL._._She_GQ...m="e'=t"'o"="'::"2::"~":::"::....._.o...J.J:!-"'-----
Chanc~ry <;>n the above date. • " . • 
~quietly retold the story much as Father Vltus had indica t ed except 
that she added the fact that the incident occurred both before Mass and after 
Mass. She expressed concern that Father Slown needed help and I assured 
her that we were doing what we c ould for him and that he was under doctor' s 
care which t~ aware of. I inquired about the boy ' s response to the 
incident and----said that so far he seems to be handling it well. 
Since he confided in his parents there seems to be good rapport t here . 

lllll...::..tllli..went on in some detail about Father Slown' s impact on 
the parish. She said tha t she d oes not know of any other incident with a boy 
but that Father has the bad habit of punching a nd wrestling the boys on the 
playground and other places. Thi s roughhousing (these were her words) might 
mean interest in the progress of the young people but appare ntly is irritating 
to some of the parents. She said that the parishioners a re ill at ease when 
Father comes to celebrate Mass because they do not know whether h e will 
explode 1 what he will say or how he will conduct himself . She then said that 
a t one homily I Father wa s talking about marriages and indicated that there are 
several kinds o f marriages : be tween men and women, between men and me n 
and between women and women. I asked her s pecifically whether or not this 
was a correct int erpretation of what he said because of the obvious impli
cations but she re iterated that it was. 

I asked ~hether or not the parish was aware of the 
possibility. that Father Slown was drinking. She said yes , especially the 
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the owners of the J &L Liquor Store in town. The impression is that cases of 
Scotch bought for the rectory go in and out quite frequently. 

--.ase e med satisfied with our conversation and promised to 
keep the matter confidential and to et back to me if any further devel 

Father Vitus further corroborated what 
said that Father Slown has the habit of patting young boys and men on the rear 
and generally roughhousing. People i n the parish are aware that he is not 
getting better and there is some movement to report him although people a r e 
reluctant to do this. Father Vitus said that father Slown had gotten worse 
since October. Since Father Slown was on vacation with Father Ruffalo in Las 
Vegas and was not due back till February 14 I I let the matter ride until I could 
make an appointment with Fathe r Slown . 

Father Slown came to the chancery on Monday, February 18 . I asked 
him how things were going and he said that he felt very much in charge of things 
and was able with his medication to keep a level pace. I suggested to him that 
this is not what he is perceived to be doing by many of his parishioners; then 
he said he was surprised about this because everyone tell s him how well he is 
doing. I then asked him about the incident with the young boy in the sacristy. 
His re s ponse was that he was not aware of it and so I persisted in asking him 
whethe r or not he reme mbe red the incident at all. He said no. 

Father Slown ' s whole demeanor during our somewhat brief interview was 
reticent and seemed to indicate that he knew very well why I had called him in. 
He would not admit to the incident but he did not hotly con~est my facts either: 
I asked hjm how often he sees and he said evety couple of 
months. r a sked him about drinking a nd he said he takes a drink once i n a 
while but not very much. I asked him if he drinks on Satur:day prior t o Mass 
and he indicated he does. I then told him that some people think there is an 
awful lot of Scotch going in and out of the rectory and he sai d he was surprised 
about this because it is not so. In his response to my question as to whether or 
not is aware of his drinking in view of the rather heavy medication 
prescribed I Fa ther Slown indicated not told him. I then suggested 
that h e was destroyi n g whate ve r help could give him by upse tting 
the level of the drugs. H e agreed to thi s. 

The final outcome of our meeting was that Fat her Slo':"'n said he would 
contact and talk to him. Sub sequent to the meeting . Father Slown 
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wrote me a letter, copy of which is attached , in which he fails to mention the 
incident with the boy and completely tries to wipe out the effect he has by 
his public inconsistent activities . 

Since it was quite difficult to talk to Father Slown because of his 
-rettce nee , I told-hhrr-that-thiswas-th e- third-s·tteh-tnc:.~rd e nt-reported-a-nd--tha-1'----
he k new what had happened at St. Ma ry Magdalene. I told him that I didn't 
think he would be forced to resign from his parish in an abrupt manner, which 
he seems to feel was an inj ustice to him at St. Mary Magdalene. On the other 
hand, I indicated that it was about time he took possession and cont rol of his 
own life. He cannot expect us to keep track of him and that he must come to 
a conclusion as to whether or not he can really handle a parish the size of 
St . Josephs or indeed any parochial assignment. I suggested other possible 
pastoral work where he might be involved with no admini strative burdens and 
with proper safeguards, such as living with some other priest. His response 
to this was far from satisfactory . I can only conclude tha t he was very 
defensive but that he is very much aware of where he stands. 

Bishop Kucera . 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 306 
Re~acte<l Aprrl 2013 • 4/9/13 

Released April 2014 SAD-"T JOSEPH RECTORY 
211 NORTH C ENTER A VENt:E 

BRADLEY , ILL. ('. . ·26° 
l_, v \J 0 

Most Rev . Daniel W. Kucera, D.D . O.S.B . 
Ill ino is Benedictine Coll ege 
5700 Co llege Road 
Lisls, Illinois 60532 

Dear Bishop Kucera : 

February 20,1980 

I contacted 111111111111111 office and I have an appoint• 
ment on Tues~I wish to Thank You very much 
for the t i me that you sp en t with me and you kindness and 
understandingness of the situation. 

However, without seeming out of order o r being on the 
defen s ive , I wonder if those people who informed you about 
me might be too close to th e s i tuation and thus not ab le 
to make a true, vaild, and ob j ective critic of me . I sn 't 
true that people can b e so close to the forest , that they 
can ' t tell the trees from the forest? Maybe this is th e 
smae situat ion. 

The reason that I say thi s is that t here are so many par 
ish ioners who a re say ing how good I look and act . In fact 
one of the parishioners checks on ~ what Masses I celebrate
Saturday evenings or wha t Masses I ce lbrat e onnSundays. 
He then comes to those Masses in order to see how I per 
fo rm . He Personally has come to tell J me how well ~ aro 
doing. The conclusion is that there a re two sides to a 
coin . In my case, one negativ e and one positive. Thus, 
the only r eason that I am continuing in the priesthood 
is that I have hope in wha t th e people have said about 
me . If this was not •present, I woul d have given up long 
ago . 

I will be in contact with you in the near fu t ur e . 

With all b est wishes and prayers, I remain, 

Frate rna lly in Christ, 

. John~~ 
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• 

.J v •4 t. ,;, 

March 14 , 1980 

Dear 

I received rour l etter of ~:arch 7t.h regarding 
St. Joseph's laris' an(: ratt-er John Slm~n . \vhat you say in your 
letter is certainly srrious and ~ill be so considered here at the 
Chancery • 

\11 I can say at tris time is that 1 have been 
tal king to Father Slol\T: an~~ h~ve done so very recently regar ding 
some of t'"e matters you !·ave irdicated in the letter . r know you 
UP.clerstand t 11at the confidentiality that must exist between a priest 
and '1is :1is!to? •··ould prevent 'Tie from going into detail, but I 0\Ye it 
to yot: tu res.~o~ct md to tell you t nat \l'e are in touch with the 
situation. 

Nould you ;-lease pray for l-atner Slo'\Hl, for t;•e 
:Jari sJ· ant1, indeed, for t he diocese that the Lord may help us aPJ 
irs~ire us to servE' liim ir •}eace and joy. T'1ar.k. you again for wri ting 
a~d ~ay ~od ~1e5s yo 1 for your concern and your canaor . 

DWK:bjd 

t~ith best ..... isnes and prayers, 

\ 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(~st Rev . ) Danie l 1~ . Kucera , OSB 
fl.uxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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May 30 , 1980 

I received the r ecent l et ter whi ch you,~ 
sent Me concerning the tran~ 

e vour concern and affection fo r 1lim. ''fhile I \iOul d 
li!~e to as.s:rre tba that Fat11e-r- Sl.)V.TI will be retuT1'1i'lg t o tl-te =la~·is'~, 
it is '"lOSt ;:-c1: ~· l0 t'-.'"~t ·, .. will ~e 1:eceivin? ?.nct:1er assignrne~'t. J 1ope 
t 'l. '!.t you 'lave t:tt'"'~ t',; occe1sior~ t'~ let Fat'1er C:l0:'n kno'' oF V"''tT u~~1recia
ti)'1 of '-•im. 

\ 
I 

Sbce:-ely in Chris.t .. 

~bst -cverend Jose~h 6 . I~esch 
~i.s'10(} n·f Joliet 
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CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

Rev. Thomas A. Kane, Ph.D., D.P.S. 
International Executive Directo r 

Sr Anna Polcino. S.C.M.M .. M.D. 
International Psychiatric Director 

Rev. Eymard Call igan, S.S.E. 
Director of Development 

456 Hill Street 
Whitinsville. Massachusetts 01588 
61 7/ 234-6266 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

Rev. Joseph L. Hart. S.S. E .. Ph.D 
120 Hill Street 
Whitinsville, Massachusetts 01588 
617/ 234-6266 

Rev. James P. Madden. C.S.C. 
229 Berkeley Street 
Suite 31 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

7/ 266-8792 

Rev. Bernard J. Bush, S.J. 
11 8S Acacia Street 
Box 437 
Montara, California 94037 
415 / 728·3361 

Sr. Kath leen E. Kelley, S.N.D. 
4 joy Avenue 
Webster Groves, M issouri 63119 
31 4/ 968-4509 

Sr. Fiona Valiance 
Heronbrook House 
Bakers Lane 
West Midlands 
Knowle. England 693 8PW 
05645-6214 

21 May 1980 

Most Reverend Raymond Vonesh, D.O. 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit S treet 
Joliet , Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Vonesh: 

Thank you for your telephone c a ll and interest 
in t he House of Affirmation . 

As you reque sted~hone conversation 
with our nurse, 11111111111111, dates have been 
reserved for Father John Slown to participate 
in t he three - day Psychotheological Evaluation 
and Assess ment Program at the House of Affirma 
tion at Montara, California; 

SUNDAY, JUNE 22 to WEDNESDAY , JUNE 25, 1980 

Additional information with details of arrival, 
etc. , will soon be s ent to you by Father Bush, 
Director at Montara. 

Should you need further assistance, please do not 
hesitate to call on me . 

With every good wish, I am 

Cordia lly , 

Director 

JLH/gpp 
Encl. 

CC: Reverend 
Director 

120 Hil l Street • Whitinsvi lie, Massachusetts 01588 • 617/234-6266 
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Internationa l Therapeut ic Center for Clergy and Rel igious 
,· • " ' r') ...... . I 

CENTRAL ADM INISTRATION 

Rev. Thomas A. Kane. Ph.D .• D.P.S. 
International Executive Director 

Sr. Anna Polcino. S.C.M.M .• M.D. 
International Psychiatric Director 

Rev. Eymard C alligan. S.S.E. 
' Director of Development 

456 Hill Street 
Whitinsville. Massachusetts 01 588 
617/234-6266 

REG IONAL DI RECTORS 

Rev. Joseph L Hart. S.S.E .• Ph.D. 
120 Hill Street 
Whit insville. Massachusetts 01588 
617/234-6266 

Rev. James P. Madden. C.S.C. 
229 Berkeley Street 
Suite 31 
Boston. Massachusetts 02116 
61 7/26fr8792 

Rev. Berna rd J. Bush. S.J. 
1185 Acacia Street 
Box 437 
Monta ra. California 94037 
41 5/728-3361 

Sr. Kathleen E. Kelle y. $.N.D. 
4 Joy Avenue 
Webster Groves. Missouri 63119 
314/968-4509 

Sr. Fiona Vallance 
Heronbrook House 
Bakers lane 
West Midlands 
Knowle. England B93 8PW 
0564 5.{)214 

\ .: V IJ fv Q .1. 

PERTINENT INFORMATION AND DONATION SCHEDULE 

total 
all 

The Ho us e o f Affirmation presents a 
psychotheological program i n w~ich 
psycho therapists are competent in 
psychological scie nces a nd have a 
understanding of the religious and 
l i fe. 

the 
deep 
priestly 

Our Whitinsville residential c e nter is 
approximately forty miles from Boston and 
twenty-eigh t mil es from Provi dence , Rhode 
Island. Our California residential center 
is at Montara, California , which is located 
about fifteen mil es south of San Francisco 
on t he ocean side of the pe ninsula . Our 
Missour i r es identia l center is located a t 
Webster Groves , an i mmedia te suburb of 
St . Louis. 

DONATI ON SCHEDULE 

The following informati on pert ains to our 
donation schedule and r esidential program . 
The donations requested are $48.00 per·day 
for r oom and board including ancillary 
t herapies , nur sing services , bibliotherapy, 
psychotheol ogy and spiri tuali ty progr ams; 
$35 . 00 for each individual psycho therapy 
sess ion usually held twice a week; $30.00 
for each group psyc~otherapy session held 
four times a week in the form of Psychodrama , 
Inter- Communication Lab , and Group Therapy; 
$25 . 00 per week for group art t herapy sessions; 
$35.00 for each psychi a t ric consul tation; 
$25 . 00 for each medical consultation , and 
$10 . 00 per week for art the rapy supplies. 
Al l medication pres cribed is additional . 

Bi l l i ng is entered at a f l at rate of $79.00 
per diem . 

120 Hill Street • Whit insvi lle, Massachusetts 01588 • 617/234-6266 
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Please note that we are not a hospital but a Residential 
Center for religious professionals. We do not submit 
claims to Blue Cross or to any other insurance company. 
However, it has been our experience to have some 
communities/dioceses obtain a partial refund of the money 
paid House of Affirmation. Should your particular contract 
allow for reimbursement of payments made, we will assist 
you in completing your forms. 

The donations requested are approximately one-half to 
two-thirds below the current marketable set rate for 
similar services. We at the House of Affirmation believe 
that we cannot charge the usual professional fee because 
the priests and Religious we serve do not have the same 
kind of financial income that other people have. 

It continues to be our policy not to refuse assistance 
to anyone who is unable to meet our requested donations. 
Requests for assistance should be submitted accordingly. 
However, it must be noted that our scholarship funds are 
limited. 

PSYCHOTHEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

The client comes to the House of Affirmation for three 
days during which time he or she undergoes complete psy
chological testing and interviews. This program does 
allow for a more personal and complete evaluation of the 
client's problematic and also offers the client an oppor
tunity to meet the Clinical Staff and personally assess 
the program offered here. A complete report along with 
the recommendations of the Clinical Staff is then for
warded to the assigned ecclesial leader as authorized by 
the client. Should the Clinical Staff be of the opinion 
that the client would indeed benefit from a period of 
residency at the House of Affirmation, the client is then 
given priority on our waiting list. The donation for the 
Psychotheological Evaluation and Ai~essment Program 
(including room and board} is $500.00, and arrangements 
for same may be made with our nurse, Mrs. G.P. Parenteau, 
R.N., D.Theo. 

Chauffeur services available at a minimum cost. 
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PERSONAL HISTORY FORM 

Requests for residency are usually submitted in writing 
by the client seeking our assistance , although often 
initiated by the Superior/Ordinary. However, the client 
must personally indicate willingness to come to the 
House of Affirmation for therapy. 

The enclosed Historical Data Form should be completed by 
the client and returned to the Director. Also enclosed 
is "authorization for release of personal records". 
This form should be signed by the client, sent to the 
physician and/or psychologist who is or has tended to 
the needs of the client, and who will forward the records 
to the House of Affirmation. 

This information is necessary to enable the Clinical Staff 
to properly evaluate the client 's presentation, assess 
his or her needs for therapy, and determine whether or not 
he or she would benefit from our residential psychotheolo
gical therapeutic program. 

The length of a client ' s stay can only be determined 
following complete evaluation while in residency. We have 
but one waiting list for all our centers, Whitinsville, 
Massachusetts, Montara, California , Webster Groves, Missouri. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

We do require a written statement from the Superior/Ordinary 
informing us that she/he is supportive ·of the client ' s 
decision and is willing to assume full responsibility for 
all expenses incurred throughout the client's stay at the 
House of Affirmation. 

Should you have any questions with regard to billing 
information concerning our centers at Montara, Webster 
Groves , Boston, or Whitinsville, please do not hesitate 
to contact Mrs. G.P . Parenteau, R.N., D.Theo. at 
617-234-6266. 
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June s. 1980 

Dear 

The letter you have written to Bishop Imesch regarding 
Fa the~ Slown has been referred to me in Bishop Imesch 1 s absence. II know 
the Bishop is grateful to you. as am I, for your fine concer n regarding 
Father Slown. rveryone is grateful to him for his accompli shments at the 
parisl'1. and l·:e are so pleased to see that the people of the parish have been 
please~ anJ helped. It is the ~ishpp's pastoral and father ly concern f or 
Father ';lown that 1,1rorn:pts him to suggest to this priest a period of rest 
frou the demanis and obligations of administration and parish duties. 
Because we all are aware of the capabil ities of Father Slmm, we share a 
~eep concern for his continued good health in the years that lie ahead. 
His futture means much to us and we intend that he get the best of help. 

r1ank you for your concern and know that the Bishop is 
indeed a caring and thoughtful Father. l'/e all share a common opt imism 
for Father Slown's future. 

R.JV:bj d 

\ 
J 

Cordially yonrs in Chr ist, 

'1ost Reverend Raymond J. Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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J une 5, 1980 

(' ., "" ~ 8 ~ 
l_; v \.) '- ~ 

The letter you have written t o Bishop I mesch 
regarding Father Slo~~ has been referred to me in Bishop Imesch ' s absence . 
I vno~ the Bishop is grateful to you, as am I, for your fine concern 
re~~r~ing Father Slown . Everyone is grateful to him for his accornrlish
me~ts at the parish and we are so p l eased to see that the people of the 
pad<;~ l-ave been pleased and helped. It i s the Bishop ' s pa storal and 
f atherly concern for Father Slown that prompts him t o suggest t o this 
priest a period of rest from t he demands and obligations of administration 
and parish duties. Because we al l are awar e of the capabil i ties of Father 
Slown, we share a deep concern for his continued good he~lth in the years 
that lie ahead. His future means much to us and '"e intend that he get the 
best of help. 

Thank you for your concern and kn0\'1 t hat the 
Bishop is indeed a caring and t h ought ful Father. t'le all share a corr.mon 
opt i mism for Father ~lown's future. 

RJV:bj d 

\ 

Cordially yours i n Chris t , 

Mos t Reverend Raymond J . Vonesh 
Auxil iary Bishop of Joliet 
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June 4, 1980 ('." ~ 2 SA 
l.n.J V Y 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Ime s ch 
Bishop of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Irnesch: 

r am vlri ting l'li th great concern after 
learning of the removal of Rev. John Slown 
from st . Joseph ' s Church in Bradley. 

Father Slovm is a very sincere, 
ded.ica ted person and has shown that in all 
the wonderful things he has accomplished. in 
the two short years be has been here . ffe goes 
all out to make every occasion something to 
be remembered. 

I am very proud of our school and church 
and proud or the job he has done here. 
Father Slown loves those children which I reel 
is essential when having_ a church affili ated 
s chool. · 

Arter a much needed rest, I hope someday 
he will return to our parish. 

I 
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CJ029I 
Jl.D'le 5, 1980 

Dear 

The letter you have written t o Bishop Imesch regarding 
Father Slown has been referred to me in Bishop Imesch ' s absence. I know 
t he Bishop is grateful to you , as am I, for your fine concern regar ding 
Father Slown. Everyone is grateful to him for his accomplishments at 
the parish and we are so pleased t o see that the people of t he parish 
have been pleased and helped. I t is t he Bishop 's pastoral and fat herly 
concern for Father Slown that prompts him t o suggest to t hi s priest a 
period of rest from the demands and obligations of admi nistration and 
parish duties. Because we all are aware of the capabilities of Father 
Slown~ we share a deep concern for his continued good health in the years 
that lie ahead. His future means much to us and we intend t hat he get 
the best of help. 

Thank you f or youT concern and knm~ t hat the Bishop is 
indeed a caring and thoughtful Father. We all sr.are a common optimism 
for Father Sl own's future. 

RJV:bjd 

\ 

Cordially yours i n Christ, 

Most Rever end Raymond J. Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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June 4 , 1980 

hOSt fte~erend Joseph L. I mesct 
ti25 Surnmtt Str eet 
Joliet , Il 6o4J5 

Dear B1s~0p I~esch , 

T~is is not my first letter written concerning Father 
Slown of St . ~osept ' s EarisP . I f eel th~t I' d like to 
g o on record ~s one of FBtt.er' s supporters . I ~et 
Fatber t!'le f irst day be ~rr ived in Bradley a ·:d for the 
past ten mo~ths have worked as h i s sacristaa a l ong wi tb 
~rs . Joan Busteed . 

' 
I've seen our parisb begi~ to co~a alive under Father ' s 
guidance . r~orn1ng mass i s truly a celebration every day 
in the week . Children ' s masses , when Father talks to 
them ~ersonally , ha~e been ins~lrlng . The children l ove 
~1m and really respond . Teena~ers are always seeking 
h.im out t~ c hat witb hi ·n "'for a <fl'hlle . 

~ather Sl own ' s acc omplishments here are mauy; a r ectory 
cheerful te live 1!!., aud v is i t- , .r-oofs r epaired , the 
c~urch pa i nted , «ir conaitioniog instal~ed , p l us a new 
kindergarten w,-e are so p roud of . 'These a r e just a few 
of t he hig~lights of a year p eriod . 

r know of the 
, I feel the people 
def end hi m, thei~ 

d the r i ght to 
how he gebs that chance , 
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Dear 

·"' -,·· .tUQ3 
i... .. 1 v U Uv 

June 6 , 1980 

The letter tou have written to Bishop lmesch 
regarding Father Sl own has been referred to me in Bishop Imesch's 
absence, I know t he Bishop is grateful to you, as am I , for your 
fine concern regarding Father Slown. Everyone is grateful to him 
for his a ccomplishments at the parish and we are so pleased to see 
tha t the people of the parish haYe been pleased and helped. It is 
t he Bishop•s pastoral and fatherly concern for Father Slown that 
prompts him to suggest to this priest a period of rest from the 
demands and obligations of administration and parish duties. 
Because we all are aware of the capabilities of Father Slo~~. we 
share a deep concern for his continued good health in t~e years 
that lie ahead. His future means much to us and we intend that 
he get the best of help. 

Thank you for your concern and know that the 
Bishop i s indeed a caring and thoughtful Father. We a l l share 
a common optimism for Father Slown's future. 

R.N/nb 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Raymond J.- Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

I 
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Reverend J oseph Imesch 
Diocese of Joliet Chancery Office 
424 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

June 8, 198o 

It is with deepest respect to you, but with a very heavy heart 
that I write to you as a parishoner of St. Joseph ' s Church in 
Bradley, Illinois, to say that I have nothing but the most 
sincere respect and admiration for Fr. J ohn Slown. 

Since Fr. Slown bas led our parish, it has come alive, with much 
renewed attendance . The vigor and zeal which we now see bas not 
been evident in the 26 years with which I have been associated 
with St. Joseph's. Father has renewed the spiritual life to a 
point where we once again look forward t o attending Mass and 
other services. He has touched the lives of our young people 
in such a way that I as a parent felt much gratitude to God 
f or sending us such a pastor. 

As a woman of 49 years of age, I probably fall in the _average 
age of our parishoners. I have had my own personal problems , 
and Father Slown, as busy and pressured as he was by so ma~ 
of us, had time to counsel me on a l evel which was very en
lightening, and which helped to save my marriage and a home 
for our four children. He is a man who understands life as 
a human being and not some unreachable leader who only dic 
tates, He has much contact with his parishoners 1 learned what 
we needed and wanted, and has accomplished much in the short time 
he has been here . In accomplishing all that be has, be has 
worked many, many hours more than we should have expected of 
him, but he is devoted to us and to his God. 

Father Slown, in my op~n~on, is a very dedicated, religious 
priest. We pray that it will be God's plan to send him back 
to us s hortly. 

Sincerely, 

I 
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June 11, 1980 

I received the recent letter that you sent concerning 
your pastor, Reverend John Slown . I appreciate the beautiful tribute 
paid him as a priest and a pastor. I am aware of the fine work that 
Father Slown has done at St. Joseph and of his abilities. I can only 
assure you that it is in the best interest of Father Slown that I have 
decided to replace him as pastor. 

While I \o~ou ld like to tell you that Father Slown will 
be returning as pastor, I must be candid about the matter and state that 
there would be little possibility that he would be returning to St. Joseph 
as pastor. Before he leaves, I know that he would be greatly supported 
and encouraged by hearing of your appreciation for him. I do hope that 
you will offer your new pastor the same encouragement and cooperation that 
you offered Father Slown. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 

) 
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Reverend John Slown 
St. Joseph's Parish 
211 North Center Street 
Bradley, IL 60915 

Dear John: 

''"' .. '' 296 1; v J 

JWle 13, 1980 

It was good to have the opportunity to talk withypau 
the other day and clarify some of the issues. I appreciated your 
candor and I understand your feelings. 

According to our conversation, I am relieving you of 
your duties as pastor at St . Joseph's in Bradley, effective June 19, 
1980. I agree with the plans that are being made for an evaluation 
which is scheduled to take place beginning Sunday June 22nd. It is my 
understanding that within a few days, we hope t o have a report as well 
as a definite date of acceptance. During the time that you wil l be away 
from the Diocese, it is understood that your monthly salary will be paid 
by the Diocese beginning with the month of July. 

You have been in my prayers during these past several 
weeks, and I assure you that you will continue to be remembered in the 
weeks ahead. I look forward to having the opportunity of welcoming you 
back to ministry in the Diocese. Your ministry has been very effective, 
and you are well aware of that fact. I hope that this knowledge will 
offer you some comfort and encouragement during this difficult time. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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BISHOP'S OFFlCE 

June 17, 1980 

Dear 

I received your recent letter concerning Father 
Slmvn and \'/ant to reply to it. While I recall your earlier letter, 
I do not remember that you asked to see me. As faT as I can I do 
try to see most people Nho ask for an appointment. 

In response to your questions the matter was looked 
into by Bishop Kucera . I do believe that Bishop Kucera investigated 
the matter sufficiently to make a decision and discuss this decision 
with Father Slmm. The decision to ask Father Slmm to give up his 
pastorate was not dependent upon one incident . There 1vere a number 
of things VThich I considered and after deliberating on -:hem I f e lt 
it best to ask Father SloNn to take a temporary leave of absence 
so that he might receive treatment. 

I have met with Father Slown personally and 
discussed this whole matter with him. I have trie'd to handle this 
entire matter as delicately as possible, trying to be considerate of 
Father Slmm and of the parisl'\ioners of St. Joseph as \'lell. I did 
not think that it was necessary to remove Father Slo~~ immediately, 
but felt that he should be transferred at the time that all of the 
other priests are transferred. 

Your letter is a beautiful tribute to the pastoral 
ministry of Father Slown, and I nave specifically mentioned to· him 
how effective his ministry is. That fact, ho\\fever, does not wipe away 
the areas in Father Slot'lTI 1s personality and ministry that need attention. 
It is for this reason that I have asked Father Slown to take sometime 
to r eceive the help that will benefit him personally and ministerially. 
I am anxious that Father Sl0\\'11 return to an active ministry in the 
Diocese of Joliet. I hope that you have taken the opportunity to 
thank Father Slmvn for his ministry and to let him knoN hoN much you 

· have appreciated him. That will" be very important to him. 

I app-reciate your \vri ting to me and your concern, 
and I assure you that I share that concern. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

?};:.er;: J~mesch 
425 SUMMIT STREET. JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 
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Host Rev. Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
425 Sunnnit St . 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Your Excellency: 

I just recently heard that Father John Sl own 
is being transferred from St. Joseph's Church in Bradley. 
I know nothing about the circumstances behind this 
transfer but I am deeply concerned about Father Slown 
and I hope you will consider the following in his 
favor. 

Hy husband and I have been active parishioners 
at St. Joseph's for many years . In the short time 
that Father Slown has been here, he has accomplished 
more than has been done in the past fifteen years. 
He is a very fine, conscientious man. He has supported 
our school with great enthusiasm which is a big concern 
of our parish. He loves the children and they, in turn, 
return that affection . He has overextended himself 
constantly in every capacity since he has been here. 
His leaving will be a great loss for our parish. 

I realize there is nothing we can say at this 
time that will change your plans for Father Slown, but 
I hope you will take these things into consideration 
when placing him in a future assigP~ent . We respect 
him and want him to be happy wherever he may go. 

~ie would be very happy to have him return to 
St . Joseph's anytime in the future. 

Sincerely, 
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June 17, 1980 

I appreciate the letter you sent me concerning your 
support of the mini stry of Father Slown . I shar e your appreciation of 
his efforts and I have t o lrl him so. At the present tinte I feel that it 
is in t he best interest of Father Slm·m if he took s ome time off to 
receive some personal assistance. I have discussed this entire matter 
with Father Slown and I feel that while he regrets having to leave St. 
Joseph's parish in Bradley, he also recognizes that he should receive 
s ome personal help. I hope that yo1! h::tve shared with him your 
app-reciation of his efforts. Let us 11oth keep him i n our prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~lost Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
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June 17, 1980 

Dear 

I appreciate the letter t hat you sent me recently 
in support of Father Slown . I liS Sur e you that I am a\'fare of t he 
many good t hings t hat Father h~s accomplished for the people of St . 
J oseph's in ~radeey. At the same time I feel that it i s in Father 
Slown's best interest t o receive some pf ofessional hel p at t his 
time. I have dis cussed this matter wit h Father Slown anc he has 
agreed. 

Leaving St. Jose~~ is very difficult for him, but 
the support of people such as yourself will mean very mo.ch to hi m. 
~tay I ask you t o join with me in keeping Father Slown in our prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ. 

Hos t Reverend Josepg L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 

j 
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June 17, 1980 

Dear . 

I received ~our recent letter in support 
of Father John Slown and I just wanted to assure you that I sl~re 

, · your appreciation of his ministry. There was no letter, as far as 
I know of, requesting Father Slown's removal from St . Joseph's 
parish. I discussed with Father Slown the advisability of his 
receiving some professional help at this time and he agreed to 
that and for that reason I have made the decision to remove him 
as pastor of St. Josephs to allow him to receive the help that 
he needs. 

I know that .your prayers and support wi ll 
mean much to Father Slown,and I hope that you have shared your 
opinion of his ministry with him. 

. Sincerely in Christ, 

. Most Reverend Joseph L. Imeseh 
Bishop of Joliet 

I 
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Reverend John Slown 
St. Joseph's Parish 
211 N. Center Avenue 
Bradley, IL 60915 

Dear Jack: 

J\Dle 18, 1980 

Enclosed please find the material we 've been waiting 
for. I notice the House would appreciate receiving the completed 
forms prior to your arrival. 

Please tell me about your plane arrangements. 

Asking God ' s blessing on you and placing my complete 
confidence i n you, I am 

RJV:bj d 

/ 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Raymond J. Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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MQST REVEREND RAYJ.\10ND VONESH , D. D. 
BISHOP OF DIOCESE OF JOLIET 
425 SUMPt!IT STREET 
JOLIET , ILLINOIS 60435 

DEAR BISHOP VONESH : 

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND TESTING 

MATERIALS PER YOUR TELEPHONE REQUEST 

OF JUNE 13, 1980 . I F 'HE CAN BE OF 

FURTHER ASSISTANCE TO YOU REGARDING 

THIS MATTER , PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO 

CONTACT THIS OFFICE . 

13 JUNE 1980 

/ 

SINCERELY , 

'\'j.A ~ 
S~~ FREDIANI 
SECRETARY/RECEPTIONIST 
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Dear 

June 26, 1980 •' . · ., r. O 0 •..: \; 1.) ,j (j 

Thank you for your letter of concern regarding 
Father Slown. I do not receive very kindly your expression that Father 
Slown Lias ousted. It is something of a mystery that people - especially 
those who care for Father Slown - would entertain such unkind and 
erroneous thoughts. Had you known the need of Father Slown for medical 
and professional help, you would be more than pleased to know that we 
care enough for him to see that he gets it. This is a great expression 
of love and concern. We are very optimistic about the active future 
of Father Slown and recognize the talent and potential of this fine 
priest. 

! am 

R.JV:bjd 

Asking God's blessing upon yourselfes and family, 

J 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Raymond J. Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bishep of Joliet 
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July 8, 1980 

!JC0 31€ 

Dear Jack: 

Thank you so much for completing the test at 
Montara. I hope it was not too burdensome for you. 

' I understand that Saint Luke's Institute has 
been recommended for you and I'm wondering if you have been able to 
make contact with these peopl e in Holliston? 

your work. I aJll 

RJV:bjd 

Asking God's bontinued blessing on you and 

j 

Cordially yours i n Christ) 

Most Reverend Raymond J. Vonesh 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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• nc. 
1185 Acacia Street, Box 437 
Montara, California 94037 

Dear Father 1111: 

July 15. 1980 

I want to thank you for the report that you sent me 
on the Reverend John Slown. I am very grateful to you and your associates 
for their detailed analysis, and especially for the promptness with which 
you accommodated h~. I am gratefUl also for your suggestion that Father 
S1own apply to St. Luke's Institute. I have already been in contact with 
St. Luke's and they will be prepared to receive Father Slown in early 
September. 

Let me repeat my appreciation for the services that 
you rendered, but especially for being available to assist men such as 
Father Slown. I am greatly indebted to all of you and assure you of my 
prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

J 
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July 23, 1980 

Dear 

I received the letter you sent me recently 
concerning Father John Slown. I appreciate the good things you 
had to say about Father Slown and assure you that I share your 
op1n1on. I want you to know that I did not make this decision 
in haste nor without consulting with Father Slown. It was a 
mutually agreed decision that it would be better for him to 
receive some professional help to assist him in some areas. 
That help is now being offered Father Slown and I am sure that 
he will be back ministering i n the diocese soon. 

I am grateful for your letter of support of 
Father Slown and I assure you again that I recognize his great 
ability, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Josepp L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

"' . '' 3? l_,' '-' 1.) J:, 1 
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October 17, 1980 

Dear Treasurer, 

As you know, Saint Lu_ke Institute is a private, non-profit 
' organization which operates on a private fee basis supplemented 

by occaisional donations. 

During the past months, we, as well as you, have experienced 
ever increasing costs; however v7ith the help of a dedicated staff 
and an on- going fund raising progrrum, we have been able to provide 
high quality care without increasing our fees . However , i n order 
t o maintain the quality of our servic~ we now find it necessary 
to increase our rates; and it is with great reluctance that we 
announce a ten percent increase effective October 15, - 1980 , 

This is less than the recently approved rate increase allowed 
for other health care facilities in our geographic area, but we 
realize that your burdens are probably as great as ours , and we 
will make every effort to continue to provide high quality care at 
this minimal fee. 

He are very happy to be able to serve your connnunity, and 
we sincerely hope that this increase will not cause you great 
hardship. 

/ 

'\ t s tt . : ' 



/ 



Released April 2014

6"17 / 6'.9o-tJ.i.9.J 

\ 
J 



( 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 362 
Redacted April2013 • 4/9/13 

Released April2014 

, 

Reverend John c . Slown 
Our Lady's llall 
287 Highland Street 
Milton, Massachusetts 02186 

Dear Jack: 

October 21 1 1980 

am sure that they for
have it by now. 

As of this date, your checks will be sent to you at our Lady's Hall, 
Z87 Highland Street, Milton, Massachusetts, 02186, until we hear from you. 

loli th every best wish, I am 

.IKF/rrh 

Sincerely yours, 

Reverend James M. Frederick 
Diocesan Comptroller 

\ 
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Reverend John Slown 
Our Lady • s !!all 
287 highland Street 
Milton, Massachusetts 02186 

Dear John, 

October 28 , 1980 

~-!any than: s for yot.r lengthy letter . It was good 
to hear from you. I was gettin~ anxious about not having heard 
frorr y,:,u . I al- pleased tl.at ti ings seem .. to be goi'l'\g so we ll for 
yoL. r r.}ally ap1JNClated your let tt:!r and the un !erst<mding that 
you seem tc have fou;1d. 

You note! that you \.;onh:! b.eoia the I ro~ram at St. 
Lu;<e's Institute !'lround Decenber lst. I ~uess for sol!le reas on I 
ha~ presuwed t-hat ou >.-oult!. ')~ -;.ble to · eg.;, tn~s program almost 
immediately and would not have to stay a t. 0Llr Lady's Pall for such 
an extended period. 1um "- ,.;ertioned tn ;o 1 that I would see you 
around Christmas -~"ine, it was with the undarsta'1.ding that you 
'-"Ould lre there f or app roxi.:J!ately four r:Jont.;,; O'\erall. I s::uess I 
had not planned on t'<e lorg stay at • llr lac, 's :-:all. In regard 
to fOU.I questivn abou:: 'r~hat I 1voulc want you to do, I t hink that 
r will leave that entirelt in the hands o~ yo~rself and t he 
a&ninistrator s. If they feel that you are able to come home 
before that time, that w ... ll certainly be fL.e \ith me, a.iid I ar-, 
s ure Wl. th you also. If, 0"1 the otner bmd, they feel that you 
should take t:he entir_. ~·r~grm, ther I gue~s I A'ould concur with 
thei.r opinion. That is a judgment ~"hich I really am not in a 
position to make, and w would be satisfied with whatever is 
determined by you anu those in char ge . 

Many thanks for your pra-,.:e1·s f or the convocation. 
I think, on the whole , it was a great su~cess . The priests 'l'caUv 
seemed to enjoy having the opportunity of beinr, t ogether and 1 
think some very positive things have come from that. As you kn0\'1, 
many of the priests went with apprehe~sion and mi sgivings . Those 
seem to have been dissipated and the general resul t was a hope filled 

/ 
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spirit . I am looking forward to good things. 

You know that you are in my ptayers by name daily. I 
hope that all is going well for you . Many people coitinue to ask 
about you and tel l me that they are praying for you. Drop me a 
i ine from time to time to keep me informed about yourself. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Host ReverePd Josep1' L. Imesch 
Bishop of .Joliet 

\ 

2. 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET ~~ ~ 
Rodacl!!d Apnl 2013 - 4/9/13 

Released April 2014 0C0 3l9. 

I 

s 
120 Goulding Street 
Holliston, MA 01746 

Dear 

October 28, 1980 

I am enclosing checks for two of the statements that 
were received for Fath er John Slown. I have also heard from Father 
Slown and he seems t o be doing very well at this early stage. He asked 
me if I wanted him to take the four-month program at St. Luke's or only 
t he two-month program at Our Lady's Hall. I have ~7itten hi m and indicated 
that I feel that decision should be made by the administrators and himself 
and that I would abide by it. I get the i mpression that he feel s he has 
recognized his difficulties and has come to gTips with t hem and perhaps 
does not feel the need for the program at St. Luke's. I le~ve this t o 
your good judgment. 

I have not as yet received any billing for Father Slown's 
stay at Our Lady's Hall, except for these enclosures and one previous pay
ment. I would appreciate it if you could explain to me the transportation 
costs. I don't know what all is involved, but it does seem to be excessively 
high for a trip to a psychologist. I mention this because Father Slown 
drove his own car from Joliet to Massachusetts and would certainly be able 
to drive himself. I recognize t hat it may be a policy of the Institute that 
men be driven to their appointments, but it strikes me strangelY that his 
transportation costs are ~~re than his therapy costs. 

Enclosures 

' 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Novembert24, 1980 

ns 
120 Goul ding Street 
Ho lliston, Massachusetts 01746 

Dear 

I appreciate re~eiving the letter you sent me and 
also t he phone call that you made to Bishop Vonesh. Thank you also £or 
c l arifying the charges for Father Slown . 

I was sorry t o hear about all of the difficulty that 
you have been having l>d t h Our Lady's llall . It i s unfor tunate that those 
things happen , bu t I guess we all run i nto them . "'Y immediate concern 
was with Father Slown . I think that both he and I had some expectations 
that he 1vas gojng to be r e ceived into t:u~ ur ogr am much soon·er that will 
be the fact. T tbought that a f t er waiting i n Joliet for three mon~~. 
that when he went to ~tassachusetts he would only be at Our Lady's Hall 
£or a few days. As it is, he will have been there two months and it is 
still tmcertain as to when he can" act ually get i nto the prog:r:am . I 
wonder what the advan~age is i n having him stay s o long at Our Lady's 
1~11, especi ally when he could h ave remained her e in Joliet . Al t Pough 
he was anxious t o begin treatment, there was no urgency inasmuch as he 
had already been here for three months. When he was finally able to 
go to Massachusetts , I think both Father Slown anci I had expectations 
that he would enter the program quickly. Naturally it is a disappoint
ment to him t o know that he must still undergo four months of treatment, 
and it is disappointing to me as well. In addition there is the ~1ole 
financial situation. I recognize that this type of treatment is costly, 
but adding two months of additional expense only makes it more costly. 

I have written to Father Slwwn, as I mentioned to 
you, indicating that I think he should remain for the period of treat
ment that is r eeommended by those in charge. Obviously you feel that 
this will require a full four months. I am content to accept that, 
but I would certainly hope that this treatment could begin soon. 

/ 

Sinc~ely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph t. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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MEMORANDUM December 2, 1980 

RE: Reverend John Slmm 

I spoke with Father Slown on Monday, December 1st concerning his 
future. Fathe~ had called the previous \veek saying 
they nO\of had a place for Father Slot.-;n at St . Luke's Institute, which 
was his original destination. Father Slmm wanted to continue to 
remain at Our Lady's Hal l unti l the end of December, and then fly to 
Denver to visit his sister, and then return to Joliet. He felt that 
he had participated in the program at Our Lady's Hall, under the 
direction of Father Shanahan, and that there was no need for any 
further assistance. 

Father 11111111 claims that Father Shanahan is not competent 
to run a program, but mere l y has a home tV'here priests with alcoholic 
problems can be given assistance. I checked with Bishop Daily in 
Boston and he informed me that Father Shanahan operates a home for 
alcoholic priests , but has no formal training in the area. 

When I spoke to Father Slown I asked him to continue his program 
at St. Luke's Institute. I told him that I felt he had progresse d a 
great deal and that perhaps it was not even necessary for him to 
continue, but since he \ofas there I felt he should take the program. 
I told him that I wanted to allow him to go to 
Denver to visit his sister idays, and if there were 
any problems tV'ith that he should contact me . 

Part of the difficulty stems from the fact that Father Slown 
has been i n Boston since near the end of September and has been waiting 
to get into St. Luke 's since that time. I wrote to 111111111111111 and 
told him that I did not understand the need to have ~ to 
Boston for a two month waiting period, when he was certainly able to 
wait in Joliet, which in fact he had been doing since t he first part of 
June. At any rate Father Slown said he tV'as willing to go to St. Luke's, 
although he had misgivings about the program and especially the personnel 
involved. 

Most R 
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t1lJ f'il) t1lJ Archdiocese of Boston u-. ~. u-_ .• -+--

~fMC !ki;y; £:dl 
Mos t Reverend Joseph L. Imesch, D. D. 
Chancer y Of f i ce 
4 25 Summ~t &tr ea t 
J.oliet, ]llinois. - 60435 

287 Hi ghland Street 
Milton, Mass. 02186 

(617) 696- 0593 

Dec . 7, 1980 

TO ••• • ••• The Diocese of Joliet, Illinois (Att: - Bishop Imesch) 

EROM •••••• The Priest Recovery Program- Archdiocese of Boston, Mass . 

FOR •••••• Rev, John c. S~own 
Residenti al Rehabili tation Program of P .R. P. -
frimary Treatment Phase - prepar atory to admission 

St Luke Insitute, Holli s ton Mass 
(admiited there • • p. m. Dec 2,198C) 

( ~ HERE • • 70 Days • •• • viz 9/24- 12/2 ,1980 

RATE •••••• $ 4o. oo per diem ••• viz 70days at $4c . oo ••• $ 2800. 00 

TOTAL DUE,,. $ 2800,00 

Respectfully submit ed} / ~-

(Jrn; /-4/'t-d-Ut'-~-;n~ 
Wm. J . ~f~, . ~I.I - Director/~ . R.Po 
~ ( 

Encl. - ' To Bi shop •• Ar¢ticle 3oston Filto 
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Dec . 7, 1980 

Dear Bishop Imesch 

fJlJ (fl) filJ Archdiocese of Boston 
t:r. m. u_ .. -+--

fVWJt !l!adl? ~// 
287 Hiqhl~d Street 
Milton, ~ss. 0218& 

(617) 696-0533 

Re Jchn Slown ••• r encl osed. a~ art icle from th~ Archdiocesan Weekly , 
t he Pi lot , whi ch hopefullyv"shed some light, to and for you , about 
what we are all about and ~hat John Slown has been about these past 
seventy days . 

We are ~valid Facility • •• A. t. . oriented. You are famili ar with Guest 
House a y~ake Orion •• I best describe here as • •• as ~lini Gues t House . 
Our success rat e has been above the aver age •• a success brought a bout 
0~ by God and His Blessed ~other. Of that I am convincedl 90% of 
the men here in the past six years are nov1 back fun c t!iloning' and livi ng 
productive lives for God and Church • • obvioul~y •• they ar e local . 

some For your infor~ation, I circled ff 4--·r. the ar t i cl to give you 
i dea of what John di d while here. wanteu just a 
' Holming ~ction ' • • but he entered Our rogram as 1 is. -
I f eel that he made Definite Progress while here . His 3bSI~ froolem is 
Alcohol and what it did to his ffiina ar.d emoti ons . Taka away sain ~lcohol 
and you will have a different mar. ••• that pr ocess has 8 lready begun . 
l-fopefully, tr.e Holliston experience i·Jill n;.esh -with \·!hat he got here 
a New r.~an, resulting. /1 ~ ,~ . . rJ_ .~--- .,.....,vL 

/ I • IJJ J(...l.. ._ -:("? ., 

\oli th mer y Good wi sh t o you i n Our Lorld f.~QL.C .I - V' .:.::..---- •· 

Sincere lg.. . • 1Jrr.. -J . Shar:aha..-:, 0 . J.. . I . 

J 
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~.g~~ .. · ,ftil~~holisrll Treated In 
O i~ D~3?'·~ 

'\ . . 
/" 

··~·· .. . . . 

STEW ARDSIDP 

•'.. . ~---. .. ·.,. 
P:ri~~t~ ~~covery Program 

I • f , ~ •t ,• ~ t ~-· ... 
'1.·• ... · •.. , 

" .-.... : ·:~ • u • : l ,' 

.... ... . . ....... .. :- .. · 0 O I I ~ ... 

.. ... .,; .,.., 
I !' ·-,·,. 

·': in'~ past
1

~He, the ~ttitude of 
·~ the Church· and society toward 
'.~ alcohoLism, the country•s second 

. ~ :·gTeatest h~al~ problem, has changed 
' t frQm a do~nothing pdsition to· one of 

. ehlightene9 action. _ .A . special 
apost.olate, o.ii alcoholism in priestS 
and religious . was initiated in June. 
1972 when ., Cardinal Medeiros 
promulgated• tO the clergy and 

. ' religious a · policy' ·an~ procedural 
statement' on ~lcoholism. . . 

-· 
"titude, ~dedicated work of Fathers 
Thomas Foley and Gerald Hogan 
among alcoholic priests and religious 
was given li~le · official recognition 
and was not publically known. The 
present policy of openingly admitting 

· and formally 9:ccepting the alcoholic 
as a sick person, in need of help 
because he is unaware of his illne~s iR 
certainly zpore humane and Christian. 

I In agr~tllerit with competent 
health authorities, the J>Qlicy formally 
rec<Jgnizes alcohoHsm· as ~ disease, a··· 

~arly- identification and referral to 
treatment ' is . sound preventa tive 
medicine. , It alone can arrest the 
progression of the illness, which 
inevitably will lead to irreparable 
organic, mental and spiritual 
deterioration. Alcoholism is a killer 
disease; and bOdily and spiritual life 
ia the issile at stake. While it is an in
curable disease, its progression can be 
·arrested. Unf9rtunat.ely, because of 
so.;iety'f ignorance and misf.'on
ceptions; only J1 s01all percentage of 
the total . a:~cohol ic population · will 
receive and accept · the treatment. 
avail~ble. : < 

, threefo~d· illqess- of ~ody, .. mind .ana 
· sp~it. Jts ·COnC(;U'Jl is with the seriQus 

impaet t~ . disease ha~ on · tf:te 
. physical, emotional and spiritual life 

of the priest, as w~tl as its societal ef~ · 
feet ori their ministry to 'the peopl~ of 
ooo: As is true of any oth~r illness, 
alcOholism is no respecter of pe~on. · 
state of life or 'Vocation. One out of 
ten Pe-rsons who· use: alcohol-is liable 
tc. bectnne an .alcoholic. . :-: . . · .. :· ··-' ... . :· '. 

' . ... . . .. ~· . . . ' . 
; .. FOR 'TOO LONO: the Church has : "- ' · . 
; sh.8re4 ih th~ ignorance . and inl\c'tifin ' : .It "is on. the premise of these 
. w~h has. cbancterized &oc.ie~'s at· ; es~blished facts, that the polk~ and 
·. titude- toward the alcoh~li~ T~ o~n ""'". procedu.r.e of the Archdicx:ese L"' based. 

in the past he. was stigmatized a$ a . Entitled. "Priests Rocovery Program·· 
'weak• person, tnorally deficient in the it.<> headquarter ·office il't locat('d at 
virtuous use of the beverage drug, Our Lady's Hall in Milton. Mas..;;. The 
alcohol. This 'attitude mad.e program is administered by the Rev . 
'alcoholiSm' virtually synonym{Jus Willian) J . Shanahan, O.M.l.. assistec 
With wi~ful 'drunke~ness,' the by- th~ Rew.' Te~f,'~Qe St~lli\'81'1 , O.P 

_-· theological sil,l!' .,Hence the policy of Both priests ha e the professional 
. th.e·CJiu.rch was to iso!at~a~d ooriceal training and personal experi~nce as 
the aleoholic :pries~ 6t religious,le~t counsel or;/ in al cohiJli!'tn 
he occasion .'scandal' in the laity. Ad- rehabilitation, A profes~;ional panel of 

. mittingly, thiS ,atti~de was' .neither Health Advi~TS' and an advi-.ory 
' con::~onant .. will) truth, justice nor board of clerics and layman arc in
. charity. Fur~r it .imp¢~~ tfie sick corporated into the administrative 

persi}n ·ln. ac~ting .hi:S' illnes'R and structure . . 

. .. 
' .. . • ... 

' \. 

superiol'S or other concerned-pbrt-iefl. 
the program provides the fo}lowing 
~r~c~: · 

(; ) diagnostic evaluation · of 
\J alcoholism and other chemical 

dependencies; · 

<> referral to hospitals or 
alcoholism facilities for . acute 
phaSf! of physical detoxification; 

3. referral to specialized long. term 
therapy at alcoholism 
rehabilitation centers. when 

lieces~~t; ~Jt~; ---t. . . , 
4. r~idential rehabil. itation , ~ 

, therapy at Our Lady's Hall~ in· ·' 
eluding didactic lectures on ,' 
multiphasi c a s pect s or :, 
alcoholism, individual and gr'Ollp , . 
therapy and counsetin~ daily 'j 
participation in the open and: ~ 
dosed meet ing of Alcohol~~ . i. 
Anon}moos in the &Yell. weekly 1:: 
meetirw; with fellow priests who " 
have undergone treatment; · ~ . 

5. a drop-in eentet for in
formational ·and supportive 
~erapy; 

' ' 
6. a center for tin:! spiritual renewal 

of its meinbers; 

7. a Clearinghouse of information 
and guidance for priests and 
rei i gi ou ~ ,..,ho encounter 
akoboliBrn in their apost.oli~ 
ministr) . 

.• It$" treatment. ·· 
lil;J..f~i~~ ~ .... S1 J. " • •t ;' • {~~: l ~ ... I 

it' · Bec~uee of .the tl1en current at~ 

Hi.« Eminenf'e, CRtcfinal Medeir01 
has given thi.R apostohtfp ll high 
priority. Ull(!er hi~ immediate jurilldk
tion, and hopefull~ anticipates the 
cooperation of the clergy and religious 

To priests or religiou!\ who refer in imp!ementmg the goal" o( thil'l 
theml'elvet> or are referred by thei apostolate. 

fit~. J.!/~/ .Af_ -.-9U',rff,d-. !· 
~ 
l 
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friday, J une 11, 1976 
Page 8 Boston, Mass. 

SURVEYING THE GROUNDS . . . R~v. William J. 
Shanahan, O.M.I., administrator of the Priests Recovery 
Program. lo.oks over the grounds o f Our Lady's Hall in 
Milton. Fr. Shanahan and his assistant, Rev . Terence 

Sullivan, O.P., have had professional training ··and pe~- · 
sonal experience as counselqrs i n alcoholic 
rehabilitation. This special apostolate was initiated in ' 
June, 1972. (PILOT Photo by Stack) 
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Reverend William J. Shanahan , O.M.I . 
Our Lady 1 s Hal l 
g 37 Highhnd Street 
t-!ilton, ·~ass. 02 1'36 

Dear Father Shanahan: 

REV_ JOHN S LOWN 

December 18 , 1980 

377 

CCu 347 

I am enclosing a cheGk in ~he _amount of $2,800 
, t o cover the cost f or father Sl own ' s stay with you. Obviously, there 

hns been much confusion over tl-is entire situation. I tlough~ that 
r:~ ther no~,-n wi13 gomr to C .1r Lad ':; .:al l for only a bri ef period of 
~i~e until he cou ld enter program. t he purpose of 
h is ')oing sent to ' !assC"chnse'"L s was to ~ave 1,_ir! take advantage of the 
:nogrst:l 'l t Holl i ~ton. t ha! r,o i :!ea that ~e \"OUld ream in at· ym.r 
p_ace for such a lengt'ly perio•1 o~ time. If I had kno;..11, I would 
have advised hitn to stay here in Joliet and wait until an openinq was 
,.. ':lilablc . As it was, he hac alreaJy waited three months here in 
~ r-1 ie~. 

'1hile ! recqg-'"llze th'lt Fa~her Slo~wn has had 
:1. problem with alcohol , were this the only considerahon I would 
have asked him to go to Guest House. 

At any rate I am sure that s taying with you 
at Our Lady's Hal l has been very help~l to Fa~her Sl own and I am 
hopeful that the stay at Hol liston will be helpfu l as well. 

I!nc. 

With every best wish for a bl~ssed Christmas, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend JoseP.h L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 

/ 
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or, 
120 Goulding Street 
Holliston, MA 01746 

Dear 

December 22, 1980 

At the request of Bishop Joseph Imesch, I am enclosing 
the information form which you sent to him. Bishop Imesch sent the four 
similar forms to the pries~indicated in his questionnaire. 

Bishop Imesch is fully aware of t he need for continuing 
support for those persons who have gone through your program, and would 
consider a visit to Massachusetts at the end of this period, if possible . 
Due t o the heavy press of official duties here in Joliet, this visit may not 
be possible. However, Bishop Imesch feels that he does have a good rapport 
with Father Slown and that Father Slown would certainly realize why he might 
not be able to come to St. Luke's. 

The Bishop questions the need to have a member of your 
Institution come t o the diocese for a follow-up program. We have had several 
priests in past years attend similar Institutes and their follow-up program 
did not require the presence of someone from the rehabilitation program. 
The Bishop believes that we have resource people in our own area who could 
follow through with the work begun in Massachusetts. 

With every best wish, 

; 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend William B. Donnelly 
Co-Chancellor 
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Reverend John Sl own 
St. Luke I nstitute 
120 Goulding 
f elliston, ~lassachusetts 01746 

Dear John, 

February 20 , 1981 

I received your l etter of February 11th and have read it 
s everal t imes . You probably don't realize it , but that is a great 
lette-r! I really would like to share that Hith all of the priests of 
t 1 a diocese , at least parts vf it, but will not do so. Your positive 
appreciation of what has been happenin-t in your life is a great blessing, 
and I am thankful to t he Lord t hat the opportunity arose to_take advant
a~e of the ~)'rogram at t he Institute. YOl.l 1-1ill have an opportunitv that 
many of our priests coul':' use, but >vill nr->\fer he able to. Your knowledge 
and 'lp•-,reciation of yourself will be founded on facts, and you will !:>e 
al:>le t o ~nm-1 why and how you operate and what co do about it. I have 
no doubt that this has been a time of blessing for you. 

I can well unders tand your: ataterr.ent that you look upon your 
alcol101ism as a gift. I h~ve long felt that t 11ose who are able to admit 
tl e illness become better pries t s. I thiPk frequently of t he phrase, I 
t'- iT'k it is during the Easter vigil cer emony, "Oh happy f au l t' . I feel 
that only those who have fotmd it necessary to experience the forgiveness 
of the Lord really can look upon Jesus as Savior and knol'l how much he 
r eally does love them. r am so pleased that this is happening t o you. 
and I ati anxious for you to return to active minis try in the diocese. I 
tnink you will be a great blessing for our people and \oJi 11 be a nruc~ mor e 
effective priest. 

I am delight ed, and I know you must be, wi t h t he obvious 
pr ogress you are making as evidenced by your being pl aced i n a separat e 
home. That must really make you feel good . I fe l t all along t ha t when 
you went to St . Luke's, you would be way ahead of t he o thers who were 
there. I beli eve you started working on your problem as soon as you 
coul d without waiting for someone else to assist you. I think you 
deserve a l ot of cr edit f or making thtt effort by yourself. What 

/ 
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happens at St. Lukes will give you the necessary foundation to help you 
in the future. 

I don't know what the wea~her is like in Massachusetts, hut 
we are experiencing an unhelievable warm spell. It has been in the si~ties 
for t he past bio days and lihile its too early for spring, it sure makes 
one thi nk of it. I don 't know how much longer this will last, but no 
one is complaining about it. Even if the heavy snow fall comes now, it 
hi ll disappear quickly. Just a week ago we got hit with a real blizzard 
of about 9 inches worth of snow and extremely cold weather. In a week 
it was all gone with this warm spell. 

I can tell from tour lett~r tha t you are doing well, and I 
am grateful f or t hat. I am sur e that you heard that Father Dick Ruffalo's 
mother passed a\>lay. Dick held up very well duri'l~ the funeral. Bill 
Jaeger preached t he homily and gave me a good i<.lea of what \trw. Ruffalo 
must have been like. She seemed like a deligl,tful \'/omen. Losing a 
mother js alwa, difficult and ?ainfu l exper ience . I am sure that Dick 
would appreciate hearing fron you if you have not already written to 
h in: . 

Again, my thanks for yourJgreat letter . I t he lped t o make 
my day. I keep you in r.ty prayers daily anc ask that you remember me 
and the people of th•J ciocese in yours. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~1ost Reverend Joseph L. Irnesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
I 
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2420 Brooks 
Washington, 

Dear 

May 8, 1981 

I received your recent letter ,informing me that 
Father John Slmm is able to return to the diocese to accept an 
assignment. I am very grateful to you and the members of your staff 
for your work with Father Slown. I am looking forward to haying him 
return. I have had t he opportunity to sp~ak with him several times, 

yesterday most recently, and he sounds just fine. 

Father Slown mention~d to me that you are 
planning on coming to Joliet on May 22nd. If that date is · still 
defini te, I have scheduled some time at 1 P.M. \iben I could meet with 
you. Should there be any change, please drop me a letter or give me 
a call. 

With every best wishL 

Sincerely in Christ, 

.Host Rev~rend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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MEMORANDUM May 8, 1981 

TO; Most Reverend Raymond J. Vone~h 

FROM; Most Reverend Joseph L. Imescij 

John Slown called me .and I di~cussed his placement at Divine 
Savior and he is agreeable to that arrangement. I think he may be calling 
Vic Rudden but you might want to give Vic a call also to say that everything 
is alright. 

In •alking to John h~ said tha,t a little more '"as read iinto 
his statement than he intended. He knew very well that he would be going as 
an associate and knew that he was not in a pastoral role and therefore would 
not interfere. As of now he feels that it is because of the concern he 
expressed to Dick Ruffalo that the change has occurred. Perhaps it is best 
to leave it this way. 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 

P.S. You might mention the Director of 
the St. Luke Institute, Rudden. Father 
Slown, other priest friends, and members of the parish staff in a two hour 
re-entry workshop. I run also getting an indication from Father Slown that 
the first six months are expected to be a re-entry program and he will not 
be able to assume full time activity. That should be a matter that Father 
Slown and Father Rudden are very clear on before the assignment begins. They 
shouid probably discuss that with one another shortly after Father Slown 
arrives. 

' I 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FR<DM>ctEHEDJeCESfEDF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted Apnl 2013 • 4/9/13 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend John Slown 
Divine Savior Church 
67th & Main Streets 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

Dear Father Slown: 

May 20, 1981 

385 

:3 59 

As we had discussed earlier, I am appointing you as an 
associate pastor (Canon 476) at Divine Savior Parish, Downers Grove, 
effective r.lay 15, 1981 . I grant you general delegation for marriages 
in Divine Savior effective May 15th. 

Father Rudden has agreed to accept you in this capacity 
with the understanding that you t,·ould remain with him until a suitable 
pastorate was availab le. In addition, as I mentioned to you, it may be 
necessary from time to time to ask you to fill in at various parishes 
should an emergency arise. Every effort will be made not to interrupt 
your stay at Divine Savior, but I thought you should be aware of the 
possibility of being asked to do this additional work . Should our pro
gram of sabbaticals take effect this Fall, it may very well be that I 
would have to ask you to fill in for one o~ the priests selected. 

Father Rudden is aware that you will not be able initially 
to assume a full work load. It \vill be helpful if both of you could come 
to a clear understanding of job expectations. Such an agreement would 
eliminate the possibility of any misunderstanding concerning your role. 

It was good to see you on tvlonday. As I said, you looked 
extremely well and very relaxed. I knO\v tha1: these last few months 
have been very difficult for you, but also very beneficial. What you 
have learned and what you have been through will help to make you an even 
more effective ministe!' of the Gospel. Your ex-perience will also help 
you to be of assistance to your fellow priest..- . 

I repeat again my happiness in having you become active once 
more in the diocese, and I assure you of my readiness to be available to 
you. I hope that you will take an active part in the cluster meetings of 
rour area, as you wi ll have much to offer your brother priests. 

Wi th a promise of my prayers for your ministry, I am 

cc-Revercnd Victor Rudden 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

425 SUfl.·iMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 

DIVINE SAVIOR PARISH 
67th and Main Streets • Downers Grove, IL 60515 

June 8, 1981 

Most Rev. Joseph L. lmesch, D.O. 
Bishop 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Jo 1 i et, I L 60435 

Dear Bishop, 

In recently rereading Rev. John Slown•s letter of 
appointment to Divine Savior Par i sh I notice an indi
cation that John should expect to fill in for pr iests 
who will be taking a sabbatical th i s fall. 

If this is still your intent ion, what does this entail? 
Will John be filling in while still being at Divine 
Savior or will he be, for a period of time, at some 
other parish? I am concerned because of the ha rdship 
of not hav i ng him here for a peri od of time. I am 
concerned for my people who have very joyfully received 
him here. And, I am concerned for John himself that he 
would not feel like a substitute. 

Hoping f or a litt l e I ight on these matters, I remain 

VR:mbk 

Siz;?~~~ 
Rev. v i c t or Rudden 
Pastor 

386 
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Reverend Victor Rudden 
Divine Savi or Parish 
67th and Mai n Streets 
Downers Grove , Illinois 60515 

Dear Vic, 

June 11, 1981 

In respons e to your letter co~cerning Father Slown 's 
letter of appointment, it was my intention to have Father Slown fill 
in as Pastor of a parish should some emergency or need arise. I 
mentioned sabbaticals because t her e may be a possibi lity that we 
will have a program for that for t he diocese . If a past or ~ere 
chosen, particularly one from a one man parish, it is like ly that 
I would ask Father Slown to take over that parish for the duration 
of the sabbatical, probabl y three mont hs . Other possibilities where 
I might ask him to serve would be in case of illness or some other 
emergency. 

Because Father Slown has been a pastor, I am anxious 
to continue him in that role, and particularly to show my confidence 
in him. I recognize t hat t his would mean an interruption in his 
service at Divine Sav ior . However, when I assigned Father Slown 
to assist you, I did not envision him as remaining there without 
interruption, nor did I look upon him as the final solution to 
getting assistance in your parish. I am hopeful that this Fall I 
will be able t o assign someone to you full time. 

I had discussed these possibilities with Father Slown 
and he seemed to be in agreement with the possibilities. It may 
very likely be that there will be another period of time, short I 
am hopeful, that you would be without any assistance. It may also 
be that the need will never arise and Father Slown will stay with 
you without interruption. I merely wanted to make him aware of the 
possibility of calling upon him to fill in during a time of need. I 
recognize t hat this does not put you in the most secure of positions, 
but I wanted you to be aware of our\ situation. I will try not to 
disrupt the situation there, unless absolutely necessary. I hope 
that this sheds some light on tge matter. Should there be any 
further question, please give me a call. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph ~- Imes¢h 
Bishop of Joliet 
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DIVINE SAVIOR PARISH 
67th and Main Streets • Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D. D. 
Ch a ncery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

July 29,1981 

Once again I want to thank you very much for your support, 
concern, kindness, understanding , and love that you gave 
to me during my i l lness with the terminal disease of al
coholism. Words fail to adequately express what this meant 
to me and my recovery. I only have the warmest of feelings 
towards you. 

During the past week, I went back to St. Luke's Institute 
for my first workshop. I had deep positive feelings about 
it, and they were totally fulfilled. It was great to see 
the people that I had gone through the program with, as 
well as to see the many previous graduates that I had met 
at the 1980 January workshop. I found the workshop very 
meaningful and beneficial for me. 

As I reflect over the past year, the manner of leaving the 
active ministry, through t he various phases of treatment, 
and my re-entry into the active mi nistry, I see God's hand 
guid i ng me. As you well know, some things I did't appreciate, 
but now I can see God's loving presence in them all. My 
re-entry has had a few d i ff i c u lt spots, but they have drawn 
me closer t o God and helped me to put a deeper faith and 
trust in Him. One very important thing that sobriety and 
the A. A. program have given to me is that Sacred Scripture 
has become more alive and mean i ngful t o me. More and mor e 
I rea l i ze that my alcoholism is a blessing and a happy fault. 

While I was out east , I went over to t he House of Aff i rmation 
and saw Fr. Joe Voss. He looks good and has a very positive 
out l ook about the pvogram. He realizes that the program is 
going to run several mo nths. We were bo t h happy to see e ach 
other, t alk about our programs, and have dinner together. 
He said to say hello to you and be assured that all is going 
well with him. 

Before I close, I wa s wondering if the diocese will pay for 
my transportation to and from t he workshops, in . that t hey 
are part of the tr e atment program. If the diocese will pay, 
who do I send the bill to? 
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67th and Main Streets • Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Wishing you all the best - love and prayers - during this 
beautiful summer time, I remain, 

389 
, .... -. 3 ~ '"':) 
t..' ...; v o-a 

Your recovering alcoholic brother in Christ, 

Slown 
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August 12, 19tH 

Reverend John C. Slown 
Divine Savior Parish 
67th & Main Streets 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

Dear John, 

Many thanks for your l~tter al}d your kind words. Your 
positive strength comes through all over the place! I am pleased 
that you had a chance to go back t o St. Luke's and take part in a 
workshop. I imagine there are many memories there for you, good ones 
as well as painful ones . It must have been good also to see some of 
the people with whom you shared so much during those days. 

I am glad also that yo~ had a chance to speak with Joe 
Voss. I received a letter from him sometime ago, and he sounded like 
he was l!fUite content with the program. I am sure he enjoyed having a 
chance to be with you and share aEme of his feelings with a friend. 

With regard to payment ,for your transportation to the 
workshops, I would prefer to share that bill equally with you. This 
is normally what we do with those who are on out-patient basis. If 
you will send me what our half of the expenses are, I will see that 
ascheck is issued to you for that amount. 

I hope that things are .going ~ell for you at Divine 
Savior. From your account, you have already experienced a few 
difficulties. Both of us expected that, and that's not all bad, 
because that is reality. The fact that you overcame them must give 
you encouragement and strength. I am delighted that you have been 
drawn closer to the scriptures. Isn't it amazing how we can 
overl ook something as helpful as scripture for so many years! 

You are in my prayers each day by name, and I am 
grateful to you for the openeess and understanding that we share. 
I am grateful, too, for your prayers. That means much to me. 

Sincerely\~n Chris.t, 

/ 

Most RevernedJoseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet • 
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September 15, 1981 

~ 
120 Goulding Street 
Holliston. Massachusetts 01746 

Dear -

I am very grateful to you for _the report you sent me 
on Father Slown. It confirms all of my own feelings about him since he 
has returned t o the diocese . I Have not _seen Fath~r Slown except for a 
few occasions , but each time seemed t o be a very positive experience. I 
am very grateful to you and the other members of the Institute f or helping 
him so much. I am hopeful that his good progress will continue. 

Since~ely in Ch~ist, 

Most Reverend JQseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
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November 6, 1981 

Reverend J~hn Slown, Administrator 
St . Hark's Church 
303 E. Par kway Drive 
Wheaton, I llin'>iS 60187 

Dear Father Slown: 

Witil the r esignation of Reverend Eugene Parnisari as 
pastor of St . Mark'S i n Wheaton , I am appointing you Vicar Oeconomus 
(Canon 472-47'3) 0 l St. Hark' s parish. As we had discussed, this appoint
ment will be in ef f ect as of November 3rd of this year, and will remain 
i n eff ec t unt i r .! new pastor f or St . Mark's is chosen. As I mentioned 
to you, this will probably not take place unti l after the first of the 
year. 

I am very grateful _to yoq for .your ready willingness 
to accept t his ivteri m assignment. This will be a very difficult time 
for the parish, and I am confident that you can help them to adjust to 
what has happened · Please be assured of a remembrance in my prayers, 
and a readiness on my part to be of assistance, should you so wish. 

Sincerely in Cbrist, 

Most Rev~rend ~oseph L. Imescq 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
.I 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIE~~~ 
Redacted Apnl2013 -419/13 

~. 111llark • s Q!atl}nlic Qt4urt4 
303 EAST PARKWAY DRIVE 

WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187 

(312) 665-0030 

Mo~~ Rev. Jo~e.ph L. Im~c.h, V.V. 
Cha.nc.eJLy On fi.i.c.e 
4 2 5 Surnrnli Sbte.e:t 
Jol.i.~, Ill.i.no~ 60435 

Vecur.. RU.hop Im~c.h: 

Ve.c.embeJr. 3, 19 81 

Sever!.O..l mon.th6 ago, you in6oJUne.d me .thd ~he. cU.oc.~e. waul.d. pa.y hai.6 o6 
my bta.rt6pofr...tation c.o~u to my a~eJL-c.a!Le. wo1tfuho~. In July~ U c.o~~ 
$260 . 00 .to 6ly ltound-~p 61tom C~c.ago to Bo~ton and bac.k. So~ .the. 
~r.e.i.mbUIC4 eme.n.t by .the. cU.oc.~ e to me. ~ $130 . 00. 1 a.m &nk.6u.R. and app!te.-

( ~ ~e. veJr.y muc.h ~he. ciioc.~e. doing ~IU..6 fiolt me. 

Thing.o aiLe. going ve~r.y we.U. fiolt me. at St. Ma!Lk. 1 .o. 1.t ~ an e.xc.ei.le.n.t 
e.xpeltie.nc.e.. One. .tha..t ~ hel.ping me. .to u..oe. muc.h o6 what 1 lea!Lne.d at 
St. Luke. 1 ~ Irt6.ti;tu,te. and 61tom A.A. AU I c.an ~ay ~ :tha..t God tltuty lovu 
me. and -i.-6 cl.cU.i.y blu~.i.ng me.. Fait ea.c.h day~ M I :tultn my will and Ufie. 
ovelr. to H~ c.lVLe., He. :ta.k~ U at 6ac.e. value. and :thltougho~ .the. day 
ltemind.o me. o6 ~ 6ac..t • • 1.t ~wr..e. -i.-6 pttoviciing me. an oppoM:.unliy to gltow 
in love.~ btu.o.t~ and 6tU...th in .the. Lo!td. 

The~r.e -i.-6 .oom~ng ~ha..t Sit. Ro~e.ma!Ly ~old me. a6~e!r. .oe.e.ing you a c.ou..ple. 
o6 we.e.k-6 ago :that hM me. pu..zzle.d and bewUde~r.e.d . You.. Welte. .to have ~aid 
.that I would be. .the. "le.M..t" Ukel.y c.a~e. 6olt :the. pa...o:tolta.te. o6 S..t. 
Ma.!tk ' .o. The. lte.a.6on you gave. waJ.> .thd 1 would have. had :two mon.th6 ad
van:ta.ge. on o.the.~r. c.anciida.t~ by being admi~br..a.tolt ofi :the. y:xvU6h. You.. 
Welte. 6Uit:the.!t to have ~:ta...te.d .thcr:t .£6 1 £1Xt6 made. pMtolt 0 6 s~. Ma.!tk I .6' 
.the. -p'U~u might :think. .tha..t you by-pM~e.d .the. ~y.o~em bif mak..i.ng me 
admi~bta.tolt and .then pa...o.tolt~ e.ve.n.thou.gh I appUe.d 6olt .the. po~-Uion M 
did :the. o.the.M. To ~ay .the. le.M~~ ~ .thought p!LOC.~~ hM p!todu..c.e.d negative. 
6e.e.Ung~ in me. o6 hwvt, lt~e.n:tme.nt, and bewil.deJr.me.n.t. TIU..6 le.d me to a.6k. 
my~e.£.6 ~he. qu~lion - -i.-6 my 6UJtwr..e. a.6~ignme.n.U going to de.pe.nd on .the. 
e.xplt~.oe.d 6e.el..i.ng.o o6 !.lome. o6 .the. p!t~by~e!U.a..te. .toiAJa.!Ui6 .them olt by you.., 
.the. O!tciina!Ly? I have. be.e.n :taught ove~r. .the. pa.6~ yea!L .to go .to .the. .oowr..c.e. 
o6 a l.li:t.u.a.tion. TIU..6 -i.-6 why I am bltinging i.t .to yoUit a.fte.ntion. 

With all b~.t wi.oh~ ~ love.~ and plta.ife.M o6 ~ ho.u.da.y .Oe.Mon, I ltemain~ 

Sinc.e~r.e.ly you..lt6 in Chltil.l.t, 

r:~~.( .. ~· (l ~~">< • ~(!-~ 
~end.John c. Slown 

P .s. Conglta.tuta.don.o on yowr.. 25th Ann.i.ve.Mwr.y .to .the. Plti~.thood. May God 
g~r.a.n.t you many molte. 6~tud6u.R. and happy ye.a.M in .the. p!U~.thood. 
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I 

uy, Reverend John $!own , with finn faith, believe and profess all and 
everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is: 11 

I believe in one God. The Father almighty~ Maker of Heaven and earth, 
and of all th i ngs visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before 
all ages. God of God ~ Light of Light , true God of true God. Begotten, 
not made , of one substance with the Father. By Whom all things were 
111ade. ~lho f or us m~n and for our sa 1 vat ion came dm·:n from heaven. And 
He became flesh by the Holy Sr;irit of the Virgin Nary: And \oJas made T·1an. 
He \'IUS also crucifi e:d for us, suffered under P·:mtius Pi l ate. and was !:)uried. 
)l,nd on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended 
into he aven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there will 
be no end . And I believe in the Holy Spirit , the Lord and Giver of life, 
~lho proceeds from the Father and the Son. l~ho together \'li th the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke thro~gh the prophets . 
k~d one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one bapt ism for 
the forgiveness of sins . And I await the resurrect ion of the dead. And 
the life of t he vtorld to come. Amen . 

11 1 firmly embra:e and accept all and everything \>thich has been either 
defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared 
by its ordinary magisteri um concerning the doctrine of faith and morals , 
according as they are prooosed by it, esoeci al ly those things deal i ng 
with the mystery of the Holy Ch~rch of Christ , its sacraments and the 
sactAifice of the t~ass , and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. 11 

DAiE----"0.=-=".JL~·--c:..;..,1t~.L-,17h(,_.,,).,__ __ 

PLACE. __ Cj~~~~=-=·::..._· ____ _ 
--c7 * •*************j:*** 

' 

On ~~.:..::;_._ ...... J:~ _ _.IL-.. ___ t Bp~ at 1 :;o .a...m., the Reverend_~~~.,_-
~~ p.m. 

------'~~+&-~!!!!!!~~~""~"0;.-!!!J'"------- appeared before me and made the 

. Faith, thus by pa i'ticular l aw of the Church, he took canonical possession of 

Ct. ~·6 Paris h ---tL=-·..,fL.L~C.~ ... ....,,,..M!!!!. !!!!• ~~~---' I 11; no is 
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Reverend John Slmm 
St . Mark's Parish 
303 E. Parkway Drive 
Wheaton, Il 60187 

Dear Father Slown: 

February 23, 1982 

396 

In order to provide for the pastoral care of the people 
of St . Irene's Parish in il/arrenville, I appoint you to the position of 
pastor in that community . This appointment will take effect on March 3, 
1982 at which time your position as administrator of St. Mark's Parish 
in Wheaton will be terminated. I ask that as soon as convenient you 
arrange to make the customary Profession of Faith before me , Bishop 
Vonesh , Bishop Ryan, Father Donnelly or one of the Deans acting as my 
delegates according to the provision of canon law . 

I want to thank you sincerely for your acceptance of 
the role as administrator at St. Marks. I am grateful for the leader
ship you have exercised and pray that the Lord .-lill make your new 
ministry fruitful and that you will be an authentic witness of the 
Good News. 

I ask that you make every effort to join together 
with the other priests of your cluster in order that you might have 
the opportunity to offer them support artd encouragement as well as 
enriching your own ministry. As much as possible I ask you to 
cooperate with the priests of the nearby parishes in providing 
programs for your peop le. Such cooperation provides the people 
with a very graphic example of what it means to be Church. 

Assuring you of my willingness to be of any 
assistance to you and of my prayers for you in your new assignment, 
lam 

Sincerely in Chris t , 

C.r::: J~esch 
Bishop of Joliet 

425 SUfvfMIT STREET. JOLIET_. ILLINOIS 60435 
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Mos~ Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Jolie~ 
42J dunwit Street 
Joliet, Illinois b043S 

De ar Bishop Imesch, 

r;; -, ~,, 
J \,.. u .J s 

Conf'irmin5 our conversation of' toctay, I am senciinc; you 
~his letter fully aware of the possibility that i~ could be 
1'orwarctect 'to Fr. Jonn Slown for n.ano.lin~;. Al tnou0 n t.his 
coula. nappen, i~ woulct serve no constructive purpose; yet 
I am absolutely convincea. that a letter is in order because 
oi' ttl.e severity of -cne matter we discussed. 

I nave several ueep concerns resul~in~ from our Parish 
Minis try .Ooard ( cnris1;1an Service Coillmission) mee tine$ or' 
last luesd~y . Obviously I am imillensely concernect for the 
~en otner parisnioners wno were in a-c1;enaance and were 
sub jec1;ecl 1:.0 Fr. Slown ' s blunt a t ta.:;k on the Parish of' 
St . Irene ~enerally and on eacn of tne Parisn Minis~ry .ooav~ 
memoers individually . (Luckily 'the other twelve me mbers 
were not present.) Also a concern is the seventeen attendees 
at a Baptismal class which was in session ao.jacent to our 
meeting room and certainly must have neard the commotion 
and probably were also affected indirectly. 

As I mentioned to you over ~he phone, for one hour 
durin~ this meeting in a loud, shoutin6 manner, totally 
unprovoked by any discussion with oar 0 roup beforehand , 
Fr . Slown informed all those present that; 

All of you around here are animals. 

This entire ·pari'sh has been pampered ~oo lon~ 
and I will do wha~ I God damn well please . If 
you can not accept that, that ' s your problem . 
If you can not accept me as I am, as the human . 
being r.ha t I ·am, that is also your problem •. 

- I don ' ~ care about the people here. As Pastor, 
I don 't nave to care about the people of St . Irene's 
Parish . I have the responsib ility to look out 
f'or myself and tha~ is all . 

You can s~ay like a pid in a pigsty. (~o an eluerly 
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- I ( F'r. Slown) ana. U.Oci are walkinc:S -cne same pa tr1 
but you, you can cio whatever you want . 

- I know wnere I want "to be ~ne~ it is all said 
and. done and if you want tc ccntinue to be so
callea. "Christians" and. opera :.e in a "IHckey 
Mouse" fashion , well , good luc~ . I hope you 
make it (to eternal happiness). 

- ~,~y f'irs-c duty is to John Slown and tnen my 
pastorsnip and then nossioly ~ne narishioners 
of St . Irene ' s , but ~hen I may no~ be here in 
six mon-chs or a year but -chat's fine because I 
may just leave this diocese a~j~ay . 

Sprinkled tnroughou t these were several o.ther s -ca temen ts 
that are impossible to recall with v~gari-cies used such as: 
bullshit, damn , nell , bastards, so~ of a bitch, as well as 
calling several women "babes" in a very derogatory fashion. 
(A previous incident in -che church after a litur~y also 
revealed -cnis propensity for swearin0 . ) 

I nave purposely tried to candialy convey the expressions 
used to point out wnat I , and tne ou~er PMD members p r esent , 
oe~ieve "to be a very grave situa-cion. 

l.:)everal oL-ner similar inciden-cs occurred tha-c a.ay among 
ot~ers and previous distateful encouEters nave alreaay 
occurred in tne parish since the arrival of lo'r . Slown . The 
l ist is quite extensive yet he has only been with us for 
aoou-c seven weeks whi ch includes -r;.ne twelve days of' vacation 
time away rrom his dtities . Clearly the man is deeply 
a.is-curbea. ana. is in neea. of help i~ crder to resolve -che 
conflicts that torment him . 

vertainly 'the welfare of' Fr . Slcwn ana. of .b'r. 'foro Bris t ow , 
our associate pastor , is a major concern , but I am most con
cernea. because I now know the damage that has been inflic-ced 
from sucn an encounter and -che difficul-cies mature and deaicatea. 
adults nave in no-c only understandin~ thi s behavior but some 
how accep-cing it . The spir i -c of St. Irene's Parish is being 
threa-cened and endangered by Fr . Slorin ' s attitude and the way 
he prese n-cs h i mself -co the p arishioners . It is just a ma-cter 
of -cime before ~he p r essur e again builds up within Fr. Slown 
and some rorm or relief is needed . 

Because of this experience I vir~ually 'tremble when I 
think of' ·cne awesome damage that. can oe dealt; my chi l dren 
and others ' chi ldren of St . Irene ' s ?ari sh and School 
should a similar incident occur wi-ch them. 

I woula. welcome t he opportuni -cy -co meet and discuss 
in more a.etail whatever wo uld help in.to -cally appraisin6 
you of tne sicua-cion here at St . I r ene ' s . 

Finally , I can only ur5e you -co consider this informat~on 
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in the Chris~ian spirit i~ is given . I do hope you will 
promp t ly make a decision to replace ?r~ Slown with a new 
pastor before aduitional damage is rendered upon this 
parisn. A response to this reque3~ seems appropriate 
and would be appre~iated as quick~y as possible . 

cc : Reverena Daniel Ryan 
AUXiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 403 
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May 14. 1982 

Dear 

I receivei1your recent letter commenting on Father 
John Slown. It was a great letter. Father Slown can indeed feel very 
fortunate that he has someone has understanding and supportive as you in 

, the parish community. 

I, too, am very concerned about him. I want v-ecy 
much for him to succeed. He is a good priest with many fine qualities. 
On the other hand, I find it difficult to tolenate the kind of behavior 
that he fias exhibited during thsse past few weeks . I think that he knows 
of my concern and support for him. I certainly did not "dress him down" 
~1en I had my conversation with him. I aant to help him as a person, and 
'et I am concerned about the commt.mity. I do feel that in time. Pat her 
Slown will come to appreciate the parish community and viceversa. My only 
concern is whether or not we will have the amount of time that may be 
needed. 

I can only encourageeyou to continue to support him. 
He may listen to you and to some others in the parish and begin to realize 
that he is loved and cared for and that his outbursts will do no~hing 
oxcept ham himself and the community. 

I thank you again for your care and support for him. 
He will be in my prayers. 

/ 

Sincerely in Christ, 

MOst Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
\ 
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f.fay 14, 1982 

Dear 

Even though I have spqken to xou, I wanted to reply to 
your letter. I have spoken vit:h Father Slown and he readily admitted 
his inappropriate behavior. He told me that he intended to apologize 

' to all of the members of the Parish Ministry Bond who were present. 
I hope that he has already done this. 

I do not consider Father Slown's behavior as appropriate. 
I have mentioned that to him and I dq expect _an improvement. As a 
leader in the parish community, I am asking you for your assistance in 
providing Father Slown with support and encouragement. I do not mean 
that you should accept any bad behavior on his part, but I think it is 
important for him to know that he is cared about as a person and as a 
pastor. 

If I find that Pather _Slown c~not control his behavior 
and if I feel that the parish community is being h81't:led, I will take 
whatever steps are necessary. 

As a Christian commun\ty ve a~e called to love and for
give each other. That is difficult at times, and perhaps especially 
so with a priest. We expect more from them and feel let down when 
our expectations are not met. I have confidence in Father Slown and 
his ability, and I am hopeful that with the passage of time conditions 
will improve in the parish. If they do not, or i£ some other incidents 
should occur, please feel free to contact me. 

Siqcerely tn Christ., 

Mos.t\ Reve~nd Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
j 
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May 14. 1982 

Dear 

I received yoqr recen~ letter .concerning Father 
John Slown. I can appreciate that he has done somethings that may be 
upsetting. I think, hollever, that Father IHown has the right to hear 
these complaints directly from you, without writing to his bishop 
first. If t here are things that are upsetting, you should talk them 
over with him. 

Father Slown ts not F3ther VaQ ~Jren or Father 
Bristow. He is different from them, as we are all lifferent fTOro one 
anotner. To expect him to be like someone elSe is not being falr to 
h im as a person. That he should celebrate Mass differently or act 
differently than others is to be expected. · 

Father SIO'Im Q.as gone through SOllle rather 
dlfficult times and is in need of some help and support. I am not 
about to approve of everything he has done, but I cannot be so quick 
to remove him simply because he does things differently than others. 

I do not think withholding yo~r Sunday contri
bution is an appropria~e response to this si~uation. Your con~ribution 
i s not made to Father Slown but is for the benefit of the entire 
community. If something needs to be done with Father Slown. l t will be 
done whether f inancial contributions aee made or withheld. 

father Slown ts a good priest and he has ministered 
very well . Hts behavior right now is not everything that I would wish~ 
bu~ then I could say that about a number of priests in the diocese. I 
will not let Father Slown harm the parish community, but I also have to 
be concerned about the person of Father Slown. I am hopefUl that with 
time and some better understanding on all sides, things will work out 
well. I am in contact with Father Sldfn and have spoken to him about his 
behavior. I expect to see sn imDrovement . 

I 
Sincerely in ~hrist, 

. 
~fost Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 

BBishop of Joliet 
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Bishop, 
~of St Irene's 

Parish ~her Slmm and 
the First Communion on Satuday . 
She said that it was a disaster and 
wanted someone to intercede and stop 
Father from having the Nay CrO\ming 
on Friday at 9 a.m. I told her that 
I did not think that I could reach 
any of the bishops but would make an 
effort. 

I did talk to Bishop Ryan but 
he did not want to ret urn her call 
and asked her name and 
number 

She had stated that Fat her was 
screaming and hollering going up and 
down the aisles which frightened the 
seven year olds and she did not want 
this type of scene for the May Crowning. 

\ 

j 
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MEMO FOR THE FILE May 18, 1982 

I spoke to She is still quite upset about 
Father' s behavi or at the rs n, but she i s 1V'ill ing to give 
him another chance. I encouraged her to go and speak to h i m 
directly in the future. 

/) 

!\-lost 
( ~ ;.... '~ ... f ,;-....-( 

Re~end Joseph L. 

\ 
/ 

Imesch 
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August 2, 1982 

Dear 

I received your recent letter comm€nt1ng on the situation 
at St. Irene's.! I recognize some of the d1ff1culties t hat are be1ng 
experienced, I am grateful that you have let me know how you feel. I 
think, however, that it is also important to let Father Slown know how 
y~u fee l . IDlthin~ this can be done out of a real sense of concern for 
t~e man, rather t han in an a~tagonistic or harmful way. I think he 
should know what impression~teaves w1th people . Unfortunately, all 
t oo often our priests are al lowed to avoid being accountable~ simply 
b"Couse no one ever challenges them. I ~wuld apprec1ate it·t and I 
think it would be a great help to Father Slown, if you were to speak 
with him directly about your feelings. 

In regard to fa ther Bristow, I just v~ant . to reassure 
you that I am staying in touch \'1ith him and I am as anxious as you are 
that nothing happens to harm him. Wh11~ it may be that t'e Deacon 
spoke for him at one of his Ma~ses , I don't believe this will be a 
regular practice, but only or. occasi on. I am sure that Father Tom 
wo11ld I"'Ot allow someone to speak 1n hfs place en every occas1on. 

I apppeciate your writfng to me and I am grateful 
for your comments. 

I 

Sincerely 1n Christ. 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
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r~EMORANOUM August 30, 1982 

TO: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

FROM: Father William Donnelly 

RE: Father John Slown 

A lady from Naperville called this morning to comment on the 
Saturday evening Mass at St . Irene's. 

Father Slown preached about gossip and how people talking about 
others annoys him very much. He mentioned that he wou l d like to .. punch in 
the mouth anyone who gossips!!. He would love to have them go to an 
orthodontist as the result of this encounter. 

He also is very insist~nt that everyone in church hold hands 
at the Our Father. When they do not, he gets extremely excited and 
carries on for quite sometime. He made some reference of the fact that 
he realizes that holding hands is not readily acceptable to "North 
American Caucasians". 

The woman has been a regular parishioner at St . Irene's for 
sometime, and has witnessed other similar events. She has hesitated to 
call before now since she is not technically within the boundaries of 
St. Irene's althouqh she does feel a oart of the oarish. Her husband 
is a convert and is now going to SS Peter & Paul,' and her son, a l awyer 
who graduated from Notre Dame, is also going to other parishes. 

Reverend William Donnelly 

WEO/nb 
1.-L..J~ ~ 4 ~ ~· 

t.. ~--· - . Jd ,f_ . -
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Memorandum for File September 1, 1982 

I talked tolllllllllllll from St. Irene's about the situation there. 
He is going to sen~ that was sent out by the School Board to 
all of the parents of school children . He i s extremely upset wi th Father 
Slown , and demands that he be removed from the parish, since he has been 
there for six months. I told him to "get off it" and he inquired whether 
that was my way of telling him to go to hell. I told him that I don't 
tell people to go to hell, but was simply telling him to get off that 
kick of beins so judgMental about Father Slown. At that point he asked 
me if I was getting a ~ayoff for keeping him there, so I calmly hung up. 

Most 
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The Mos t Reversnd Jos eph L. I mesch , D.D. 
425 Summit St . 
Joliet, Ill . 60435 

Dear Bishop I mesch , 

September 3 , 19~2 

I am tPJdng ':!tis opportu:1i ty to write t o you out of a deep 
love a~d concern for ny parish fanily of St . Irene ' s in Warren
ville . I cAnn~t express to you hew it gri eves me to have to 
wri te this letter . 

As a parish :a~ily , we have been U1rough a tremendous up 
:-o,e:o~.val siPce Fat:-:er Job.n Slo·un ' s arrival . Ar..y peri sb. receiving 
a :1e•r; pastor must exnect so:ne che.nges ; however , I a.m not speaking 
of mere poli cy related cha~ges as much a s c risis situ~tions . 

Our Sunday collections h?.ve drmpped by approxi mately $1200 a 
week . St . I rene ' s has lost elmost ~o% of its pRrishonners . Our 
p~rish ~inistry bo~rd has all cut ceased to fu~ction . Our c.c.D. 
program is i~ :i~~~cia l strAits due to lack o~ appropriAte sub
~idies , and finally , our school m~y be Lorced ~o close ~ I ask 
you how ~o you account f or this? T~epq are sorious problems ! 
~.at WPS o~ce a worki~g , striving , lo7ing fAit~ co~muni~y ~as 
all cut b~en das~ro~ed cec~~se of or-e ~~n . 

Fa~ ~er Slo,·n exhi~its no co~c~ ·n for ~~ase ~i~~P ions , ~oos 

not support our children and t~ei~ ~chool by ~ ~s~di~E extra
curricular activities after rec~ivinf numsrous invitP t ions , and 
eYhiti ts p rsonPlity ch ~rr~s to such ex~remes t~~t he is totally 
una:;>p:-O<'i chable . I '::o:ve tal'ted to him ; ot " ers :Pve te -...-~d hi m. 

T~ere are ~~ny specific inst~~ces ~hich I v~uld like to s~:o:re 
with you re.f-:a:-C.in~ F;:;ther SlO\'rn 1 s inabili -;;ies PS our PA>"tor ; 
however, I will take this oppo rtunity to only share one . It is 
my undarst~n(ing th?t o~e o~ ~he First Holy Co~nunion masses 
schefule-:l ... ~s a tot::tl cis~ster :or t'1e chilcl r·!"'n. ar.d ·: .,ir !"a:lilios . 
F;:;t·'l~ r Slown e~l-J.icited extre~e displR vs o"" :=m~er "t::lC hos-:ility 
duri:-J.C ;:;~is most im-portant liturgy . I ask you is it no.,...:c:nl be
h;:;vior for a pas t or to s how such di stasteful regard toward a ~roup 
of chi ldren who are to receive their Lord for the first time ? 

If you cannot understf!.nd my p<:!rsoecti ve as an a~_ul t , :::aybe you 
should s 9e our protle~s t~roush t~e A·es of ou~ c~ildren . Should 
our school be forced to close , ~here are our children [O i~g to 
receive t'•e Chri stian education tl'l."'.Y so r ic:1ly cle£erve? What 
hPve t~ese 1q5 i nnocant child~en ~one to doserve to be ·orbi dden 
t'-le r i zh t to kno -!l ~~~e.:!..r God .:>nd le?rn to l ove "1--tir.J ? Even Jes~J.s 
hi~self ~elcomed 
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away . 
My dear Bis~o~ , what Pre we as a parish ~~mily to do? I teli~ve 

in my he9rt a~d with all my "'aith. in God, e ·.'~ry:hing :'1-as been tried 
to ~ake the necessary adjustments . Everything h~s Plso failed t I f 
you a~ the she~herd of o:.tr diocese do not act promptly , one of ;,·ou.r 
~lock , the chu rch of St . I rene , will ce9se to exist in any meening~ul 
and productive capac~ty . 

I realize Father Slown has problems . Many of t~ese neither I or 
any of ~y fe llow ~arishoners understand . However , we must be con-
e erned Y;i. th what is bast ""or our parish f~ily E>S s whole . How can 
you in g ood conscience and with all the love for God you display , 
a llow an entire parish to be destoryed : or the sake o: o~e m<m? 
Perha~s Father John would be better suited to a less de~~nding po
sition . 

I do not expect you to take this situation .?.t m.y word al~me ; 
therefore , I am exte~ding a perso~al invitt ation to you to • isit 
St . I rene ' s any Sunday and listen to one o: F~t -1 er Slo•,m ' s m!'sses . 
Please sit in t'1e back o co our ch:.~rc~1 cressing cA .,lly so noone kr-o· .. s 
you are "':'J.I"re or ·:1hy . I leo·•: it is "'lot to -"Sk but p r 'P•ps in t·~.is 

speciAl c~se , -"Ctions would s~e~k louder ~~~n rorris . 
I welcome t~e opportunit) to cor~~r ~-tth you p~-sonnally re 

verding th~s ~ost delicAte situ~tion . Ple~se c~ll ~e i~ you ~ish 
Pt 312-393-2~47 any evening conve"'ient to you . I FOUld fpr:ply 
appreci.::>.te a response -"rom you in some form . 

r spoke to lllllllllllllll by phone and questioned many ~f the statistics in 
her letter~ that most of what she was say1ng was on lit hearsay 

111111... We had a good conver sati on and I asked to express 
her concerns t o Father Slown . 
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The f/Iost Reverend Joseph Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 

60431 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

September 12, 1 

423 

f ' . · . ~ 9('1 
~...- ,.., •.,1 ,.J . 0 

I am a member of St . Irene Church in 1-/arrenville, and I am angry and 
frustrated. I've never in my life even thought of sending a letter to a 
bishop, but somebody has to act and you're the man in charge. 

When we moved into this parish five years ago , I considered. myself an 
alienated. ex-Catholic; even anti- Catholic. I went to this church to please 
my husband. In the pastor, Fr. Charles Van Duren, I found a gentle, good
hearted human being who motivated me to care about my fellow man, to send 
my children to a Catholic school, to become personally active in school and 
parish life. Believe me, given my former attitude, this was a miracle. 

Hot.rever, Fr. Van Duren was transferred to Plainfi eld, and in his place 
you sent Fr. John Slown. In Fr. Slown I fi~d a ~an who is loud, insensitive, 
defensive, anti-people; everything a pastor cannot be to function effectively. 
He even managed to frighten my daughters'first ~mmunion class by shouting at 
them during the ceremony. Now, there is even talk of having to close the 
school for lack of revenue. 

During this mess, the one thing which kept us loyally attending (and 
contributing to) St. Irene's was the presence as Associate Pastor of Fr. Thomas 
Bristow, a young, personable, people-oriented priest, with carefully thought-
out homilies, who seemed to be carrying on in the tradition of Fr. Van Duren. 
Today at mass, Father Tom told us that he has asked to be reassigned. immediately. 
Very properly, he did not tell us his reasons, but I would be amazed if they 
didn't have much to do with Fr. Slown. In considering it, I'm just surprised 
that he has managed. to live and work with Fr, Slown for almost six months. 

Could you at least consider r eplacing Fr. Slown with Fr. Bristow? 
His only fault is youth and the related lack of experience, but in my opinion, 
he would be a much better pastor than Fr . Slow.n wou1d ever be, particularly 
since he would have the support o£ the people, which Fr. Slown does not. 
Perhaps there is a job in the Archives that would suit Fr. Slown admirably. 

Please don't let us lose Fr. Bristow too. 
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Dear Bishop Imesh: 

I am writi ng to you as an active member of St. Irene's 
parish for the past three and one half years. Formerly of 
Connecticut, we moved to Warrenville because of a business 
transfer . My husband was made the general sales manager of 
his company and I am a registered nurse. We had many adjust
ments to make and found St. Irene's a haven of peace and stability. 
in our changing lives. Two of our children were attending 
Catholic colleges in the East and since have graduated and live 
in the Chicago area. Our youngest daughter now attends 
Marquette University in Milwaukee; last year she was commissioned 
as a special minister of cmmmunion in the Milwaukee diocese. 
The children loved St. Irene's and we have enjoyed celebrating 
mass together as a family. Both my husband and I became 
involved in our parish; I as a member of the parish council, he 
as a lector. A year later we were both honored to become ministers 
of communion. As you can see, we are a participating Catholic 
family. 

Father Van Duren was a beloved friend-we were saddened to 
lose him and happy for the experience of knowing and loving him. 
We looked forward to our new pastor with expectation and hope. 
We were delighted with Father Joe Voss-the parish responded with 
love and affection and we were reassured that St. Irene's would 
continue to know warmth and love. 

A change has taken place since Father Slown has been made 
pastor of St. Irene's-that was not to be expected. However, I 
have tried to be objective but find I can no longer be a by stander. 
The atmosphere at St. Irene's is no longer loving and peaceful
rather it has become a~ to attend mass. We feel as though 
we have stepped back into another era of Catholism-one of recited 
Cat echism, automatic prayers and threatening homilies. I have 
begun to find other parishes in nearby communities to attend a 
weekday mass where I feel love and welcome. On the Sundays we are 
not helping with the mass, we find ourselves visiting other parishes. 
Our daughter chooses to attend mass elsewhere when she is home-
Our spiritual life is sadly wanting-and searchi ng. It disturbs us 
to think of leaving St. Irene's, but it is a very real consi deration. 

My husband has visited Father Slown and given him our feelings 
and those of the people we know. His response was to say he will 
"stick it out" and that he knows that people are "against" him. 
It seems he is a deeply disturbed man. St. Irene's has become a 
deeply disturbed parish. We would like to be of help but are at 
a loss to know how. 

RECEIVED SEP 1 6 
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Dear Bishop Imesch , 

September 14 , 1982 r. ; ?fi>a ..., . ..., v ~~Q 

This is the first letter I have ever written to the Bishop 
of r!tYJdio-case, but it should be the seaond one . The first lEetter 
to you should have said vrhat a tremendous , vital i nfluence 
Father Charles Van Duren is tomr spiritual life . He is an 
exceptional person of love and deep human committment , and 
sorely missed . Alas , so often the positive words do not arrive , 
but the others do . 

I th~n.."t{ it is im-portant to identify- myself;. I am e. teacher 
~the Chicago Publi~ Schools , and a serious student of meta
physics and philosophy. I will soon become a Covenant ;.rember:-
of the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters . I was on the developmental 
task forca of th~s branch of the order. I e~ a co-learner with 
Father Van Duren on his pastor al doctorate studies . My S:;Jirlt
ual liie is of prime importance to me . 

It is for this reason, mainly, that I am withdrawing 
t·rom St . Irene's Parish. Th1.s sad decision did not come easily , 
as I have love.d and worxed very hard for St . Irene's for the 
past twelve y~ars on the C. 8 . W. , t he Scnool Fund daisers and 
the Christmas 5azaar . 

Father John Slowfl 1 s pre- Vatican II style of relig1on daes 
no:t :ri t todey 's demands for spiri tua.l growth. A po1nt of ill
ustration: 3hen the parishoners do not hold hands at "the our 
Father ne remonstrates them by quest1on1ng whetner they deserve 
to g~ve the Sign of .Peace follovdng . It is not "the practice 
of holding hands wh1.ch 1 object to , it ~s h1.s negativel y chid

ing those \7.ho are not immedl.at ely co!Zlforte.ble with n1.s ways. 
(It 1.s a bean"titu~, spontaneous show of ~ove at St . Raphael ' s 
~n Naperv~lle) . All.Jnougn L.hlS may sound picayune, i"t seFVes 
to i~J.ustrate the downoeat , nege.t1.ve at~ospnere ·whlch pervades . 
His 1r~end, Deacon uar~ speaks ot hell and damnat1.on , and th~ 
tnree J.etvers ot l!'ati!!la. I have been de-"!_Jrogramming myself 
ot· "t;n.Ls type oi C:?nLl.- J.ove propaganda s~nce hl.gn school. . 
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1 r ec ogn1ze tnat Fatner ~lown L S a very s~~k men , 

ana l nold m1m 2n ~ave ana pr2y ror hls peace of soul , 

mJ.nd ana. Cody , buu ~ vr Hlt: sake ot my u?.IDJ..!.y! s and my 

spiritual growth , 1 must seek a wkolesome , loving Christ
l ike parish for Svnday worship. 

I would not have written to you , except at the urging 
of other upset parishioners , who fee~ it is a duty to 

speak out on decisions concerning our parish. 
With love and peace , 

S i ncerely , 
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September 21 , 1982 

I received your recent letter commenting on your fee lings 
about Fa ther Slown and St . Irene's parish. I apprecia te your wr itin?" 
t ) llle and I rurr grateful for the honesty with which you express your view
points . I am grateful for your pa~t involvement in the parish community 
and for your concern for tue futur e of this cownunity. I arq also grateful 
t i1a1: you have expressed your concern to Father Slmm. 

how .$hould. a Christ:i an community r esoond when the pastor 
leaves something to be desired? I think that i~ the bas i c que stion here. 
Obviously, I am concerned about t he Christian coamuni t y, but I aM al so 
concerned about Fd.ther S1own. I f he is, indeed, a troubled man, t hen t 
.,.·ould t hink i"t is the obligd.tion of t he community , as well a s 111ine, to 
see that he is assisted. How can th~ communitt do t his? The pas t or is 
accountable t o t he ~n~~r; parish communi~y anJ the community has a r i ght 
t o expect this anJ the obligation to seek i t. The community must continually 
call Fat her Slown forth to be r esponsible for hj.s actions, but this must be 
done in a loving and caring way . I ~~ not about t o justify everything that 
Father Slown has done , but neither can I j us tify the rumor and gossip that 
has pervaded the community . Father Slown needs to be accountab le for what 
he has done, but it is very demoralizing for him when he is accused of 
t hi ngs he has not done . 

Leavi ng the par ish community may very well solve your personal 
difficulty, but it wil l certainly not help the parish situation. It i s 
important that people do not become discouraged and leave the parish because 
then, whatever problems Father Slown has, will continue. I need some people 
who will show their l ove and concern for Father Slown while calling him to 
be accountable for his actions. I do not i ntend t o l et this situation 
continue on forever, but I f eel I must give Father Slown an opportunity to 
correct some of his faults, rather than simply t o remove him. I realize 
that this creates a difficulty f or the cormnwtity, but it also creates one 
for me, as well as for Father Slown. I believe strongly in the poss i bility 
of conversion, and 1 feel that tlus happens to us because we have experienced 
the love of the Father, and I believe t~at it can happen to Fat her through 
our love for them. You must do what you feel is best, but I would hope 

J 
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that you would seriously consider staying and helping Father Slown, as well 
as the entire community. 

I want to repeat my appreciation for your writing to me. 

/ 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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September 22, 1982 

Dear 

I received your recent letter concerning your experience 
~lith Father John Slown over 'the First Comlllt.mion program in the parish. 
I am grateful that you wrote to me and, especi al l y, that you sent a copy 
.o Father Slown. Since you did not mention what the specific changes in 
~:-.~ First Commlmion were, I '"ill comment only on the remarks you made 
aLout your conversation with Father Slown. 

I don't necessarily believe that a change iR a particular 
program calls for soliciting the opinions of the parishioners involved. 
I would presume that there would have been discussion between Father 
Slown, the Director of Religious Education, and perhaps t he teachers 
involved in that particular program. If any changes aTe proposed , t hey 
should be explained to the parents involved, either in a general session 
or by letter. While I believe that a pastor is required to listen t o 
his people, I do not feel t hat it is possible for him t o comply with al l 
of their wishes. This would be especially true in a program such as the 
First Communi on program, Nevertheless , I do not appreciate t he manner 
in lfhich Father Slown discussed this neh' program with you. If a decision 
is made to change a pa!rticular program, the pastor should certainly be 
able to explain his position without becoming "de fens ive"Or belligerent". 
Nevertheless, I can readily understand how that might happen, although I 
am not excusing it . 

I agree further that it is demeaning for the pl'le st t o 
-refer to someone other than by their first narne or their proper t itle. 
Unfortunately, we sometimes get into patterns of speech t hat we are not 
aware of , and I am sure that your remarks t o Father Slown about this will 
prevent him f rom using t hem in the future. 

In addition, I agree fully with you that Fat her Slown 's 
comparison of being filled with the Holy Spirit to a body being filled 
with cancer is in extremel y poor t~e. as well as being not very solid 
theology. For someone, such as yourself, Who has experienced the tragedy 
of cancer in your family, it can)hardly be a consoling thought to have 
such an illness eompared to being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
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I think you make a very good point in your l etter that is 
simply that it is not necessary for a pastor to change his mind about 
something, such as the First Communion program. but it is important to 
l i s t en t o his people. If he has followed the proper procedures in making 
changes, then he heed not be defensive, or need not feel that the program 
must be changed according to each parishioner's whims. A good leader 
must be a good listener. 

I am grateful that you wrote t o me about your feelings, 
and I am sure that your comments wil l help Father Slo~~ in dealing with 
other people. 

cc: Reverend John Slown 

J 

Sincerely in Chr i s t , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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OFFICE OF THE BfSHOP 

September 29, 1982 

Dear 

I received your recent letter commenting on your feelings 
about St. lrene 1 s Parish in Warrenv ill e and Father S1own in part icular. I 
will be the fir.st to admit. and I am sure that Father Slown would quickly 
second, that Father Slown is not the perfect pastor. I wou ld also admit 
that he has acted imprudently on occasions. I will not deny that Father 
Slown i s loud , but that is his particular personality. Some people are 
quiet by nature and some are not . Some people like a person who is 
soft-spoken and some like one who is effusive . 

My point in mentioning this is that Father Slovm is a 
human being, who happens t o be a priest. and he is going to be different 
than other human beings who happen to be priests . Should we expect all 
of our priests to minister in the same way? I do not say this in order 
to offer an excuse for some of Father Slown 1 S actions, since I have 
already acknowledged his fault for them. I simply mention it to point 
out that no t\'10 people are go ing to be the same. and we should not 
expect them to be. I also want to make the point that priests are 
humans, and as such, have the faults and failings of other humans . 

When a priest exhibits some human failures is the 
solution t o remove him? What do I do with him after he is removed? 
Do I place him in another parish? That might be a simple solution, but 
would it really be a solution? I feel the more appropriate solution is 
to work with Father Slown to help him overcome some of his feel ings and 
difficulties. Isn't that what a Christian community is really supposed 
to do, help one another? If the priest is expected to put up with the 
imperfecti ons of his people, cannot the people be asked to put up with 
the imperfections of their priests? I don't say this to mean that 
Father Slown should be allowed to act in any way that he ~tishes , but 
rather that the people make Father Slown be accountable to them for his 
performance. I intend to make Father Slown accountable, but I cannot 
simply remove a priest as pastor because he has made several mistakes. 
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I have talked to Father Slown on a number of occasions and he knO'ItS of my 
concern about his actions. I have every hope that with the effort s of 
Father Slown and the support of the people of St. Irene's, thz situation 
will be improved. 

I understand your appreciat i on of.Father Bristow. He i s 
a good priest and will continue to be so. I had hoped that Father Slown 
and Father Bristow would be ab le to operate together harmoniously, but i t 
is quite evident that it is not possible . That is a situation that arises 
in a number o~ parishes fo~ a numbe~ of reasons . At one time I think I 
expected all priests to be able to get along with each other, but I think 
age and experience have taught me the fact that we are humans and that 
sometimes makes it impossible. That does not lay the blame on either 
of the priests , it simply is a fact of personality or pastoral style 
differences . As you know, I have appointed Father Charles Wheeler to 
be an associate at St. Irene's . I th ink he will be able to offer support 
and encouragement to Father Slown ~nil e a~ the same time confronting him 
when necessary. I hop~ that the people of St. Irene's will see Father 
Slown as a person \lho needs their help , as much as they need his. There 
has been inoce than enough gossip and rW;iC.,. i r. the parish about Father 
Slown and some of his activities . Father Slown has done enough things on 
his own to be confronted with, without having to answer to charges that 
are not ture . 

Perhaps if you had an opportunity to know Father Slown 
on a more per sona l basis,you might be able to understand him and 
appreciate him for the hu~an being that he is . Simply because he is 
a human being , he is in need of support and encouragement as every 
human being is, but he is also in need of constructive cr i ticism when 
i t is called for. I am hopeful that a combination of the two by the 
par ishioners of St. Irene's will help to bring peace to the parish . 
I appreciate your writing to me and I hope that my comments will be 
of some help to you. 

Sincerely in Christ , 

~"-~ re?: :~rend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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ST. IRENE COUNCIL, No. 6710 
Warrenville, Illinois 

A NOTE TO: 

FATHER JOHN 
COUNT ON US 

• 

WE' RE BE·HIND YOU 
A Note to brother Knights : 

Whv did vou become a Knight of Columbus? 
~: 

Check 1 or 2, or all if they are true: 

0 Someone twisted your arm? 
[] A close friend honored you with an invitation? 

[] You were pushed by your bride or relative? 
(J You were interested in playing cards and drinking beer? 

0 You felt it was a way to be a better catholic? 

0 You felt it was a way to serve your church? 
CJ You felt you could make better business contacts? 
[] You admired the accomplishments of the K of Cs? 

0 You admired the character of an individual K of C? 
[] You wanted to car ry a sword and wear a feathered hat? 
[] You wanted a bargain on your insurance rate? 

[] Other (please speci£y~---------------------------------

Moreover, how did you FEEL when returning home after your 3rd Degree? 

[] Charged Up? D Ready to help others? D Closer to God? 

0 Like a new Christian CrusaiJer? 0 Like a saint in the making'? 

The spirit was th~re , but did it last? Did it last thru the fender bender, t he 
traffic tickets, the jui cy gossip, the tax return? 
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Ideals like: Helping the needy, fighting injustice, righting wrongs done others. 

Now look in the mirror. Are you a Knight worthy of your own praise, proud of 
yourself, helping others, the Church, your pastor? 

HEY ! its time to prove yourself, to yourself. 

Much has been said about Fr. John, some of it hearsay some blown out of proportion, 
so~e false. ' 

It's our duty, our right, our charge as K i ht t d f n g s o e end, protect and serve our 
Church, our pastor and anY.one else that has been or is being •.o~ronged as is 
Fr. John. 

In a community like ours, he needs help, our help. 

It's up to you (us) to spread the word about this man of the cloth that is truthful, 
not gossip. His foes are formidab l e - we've seen how they 've attacked the authority, 
destroyed the peace of mind and weakened the Catholic family of our co~munity. 

{f . 
G The Pastor, the Police, the Politicians ~nd the Polish have more than 

'P' in common, they all are easy pickin's for jokes, slander and gossip. 

I t may have been a 4th Degree Knight that first typed the words "Now is the time 
for all good men to come to the aid of their country." But any Knight knows it's 
our goal to be an aid to our Church - and that includes our pastor . 

What do we know about him? 
\' 

1. The Bishop trusted him to do God's work in our community. A lot of good 
can be made of that . 

2. The Bishop has certainly heard the gossip and apparently still feels Fr. John 
is strong enough to overcome those who would gossip - sometime just to 
attack the cloth. 

3. Fr . Mahoney was attacked, Fr. Charlie probably would have been - had he not 
charged in like a shooting star and dazzled us with magic tricks and fun 
ideas. Who would have followed his act? You? St. Peter? The Bishop ricked 
Fr. John and he knows him a lot better than any of us do. 

4. What characteristics would you have looked for? ·Another Fr. Charlie (he 
was one of a kind)? A strong man, a business man? A good man, of course . 

5. Fr. John, by all accounts, has carried his cross well and it's up to us (you 
and I) to share the burden, by hi s side and riding shotgun to protect his 
cloth . 

Remember the test of the fiber vs. the rope? ~are that rope- many fibers 
joined together. We are Kuigh.ts of columbus - Oh! , and by the way - SO I S 
FR. JOHN! 

FEEL CHARGED UP!, BE A CRUSADER AND DO GOD'S WORK! 

-----------------------------------------------~---~-----------------------------
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October 6, 1982 

Dear 

I received your recr~.Jt!t 1 etter and am gra tefu 1 for 
your comments concerning your parish situation. You must know that I, 
too, am conc~~~d about the situation th~re. I regretted having to 
tr8nsfer Father Bristow . but 1 thought it woul d be in his own best 
;nterest . I arn concerned about the community at St. Irene's, and 
for that reason have asked Father Wheeler to becom~ the associl te 
there. I am hopeful that he will be able to help the co~~unity ~ 
and also assist Father Slown. I am awa re of some of t he difficulties 
that hava taken .p1ace and ·am \i.()rking ~ith Fathe r Slo·~n to h s is t him 
in hardling some of these situa t ions better. I have every con fi dence 
that Nit~ some time and patience eve rythi ng wil l work out for the 
best. 

I appreciate your drawing my attention to the 
fact thdt Father did not d ist~i~ute t~e Eucharist at or.e of the 
Masses. I de not agree with that practice, anc I ~ i11 draw thi s 
to his attent1or. . 

In the meant i me, may I ask you to keep Father Sl own 
and your parish community ir your prayers. I think f t is importa nt 
that h~ hear directly from his peopl e about their concerns. That is 
the only way he wfll be able to change some of his manner;.sm. 

Sincerely in Christ~ 

Mos t Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishof of Joli et 

I 
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Oc tober 6, 1982 

Dear 

I apologize for de laying so 1ong in re~ponding to your 
letter. I certainly understand th~ c~ncern you have about your parish 
s1tu.atior·. I can assure you that I share your concern . I recoqni z.e that 
Fat~~r V3nDurer.'s act is a difficul t on~ to follow , and that he and 
FabiJer. Slo'tm are quite different hu'lla& beings . 

You ~ent;oned that you are soon to become a Coverant 
Mellber of the ifheaton Franciscan Sisters. In view of th~t foct, t ·nould 
like to ask you to recorsicer your decision to withdraw from.the pari~h. 
It is a relatively sif!lple matter to turn aside from a difficulty, but it 
ls entirely different to stay and try to overcome the difficulty. l 
real ize ~hat I am aski~g of you . At t he sametime, however, I feel that 
ff ~e really are called to be a ChristiJr COffii"Junity, then thl'lt means we 
do not t ry tv avoid d1ffic~l situat1or~, but do our best ' to resolve 
them. If Fat~er Slown has difficult] es then he should be helped, not 
!Voided. If people like yourself decide to absent yourselves , then ~hat 
possfbilfty 1s there for him to be helped? He needs someone who will 
suppor t him, ~~i1e at the sam~ ime confronting him. A1 1 of us need that 
kind of assistance. 

This type of situation e~ists in a number of parishes, 
perhaps not in the same way, but it exists neveretheless. When a pastor 
meets parishi oners 1n a situation like this, he does not have the luxvry 
of saying that I w111 absent myself , but must r~in and dow ~hat he can 
to ~elp those people.Cannot the same thing be asked of parishioners? I 
-ould hope that you would reconsider your decision and stay within the 
parish commun1ty•to help Father Slown and the community. 

Sincerely in Christ , 

\ 
M<}6 t Re verend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bi shop of Joliet 
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Oct ober 6, 1982 

Oear 

I received your recent letter and apprec iate very 
'lluch your \~riting to me. As soon as I had read the first few lines
of ~our lette~' I knew very well of ~hom you were spe~k i ng . father 
Tony 1s ind~ed a remarkable and joyful man of God . The ta lents he 
has are probably unmatched in the 01ocese of Joliet. For the las t 
s?.veral years, he has been pastor of a black community in Hopkins 
Park. He "'as in your parish only on a temp~a:ry basis until he 
r~ceives another assignment. 

By this time your new associate, Father Charles 
?Jhee1er, should be with you. I think you will f ind in him the same 
type of personality as you did in Father Tony. Obv iously. I am 
concereed about the situation at St . Irene's. I feel that Father 
SJoyr has acted u~wisely in some instances. but that he has also 
been th.~ victim cf d cor.siderable amount of gossip and rumor. If 
he is to be helped at all in this s i tuation . it will take people 
like yo•Jrself who ~ill confront hfrn with his actions. not out of a 
spirit of criticism. but one of love and caring . 1 do believe that 
thing5 will improve in the parish. but I \'!i l l need the hel p of you 
and your fellovJ parishioners . 

Ag_a_i n .• I appreciate your •nriting to me and 
exor~ss1ng your feelings. 

Sincerely in Christ. 

Most Reverend Josp~h L. Imesch 
Sish<y> of Joliet 

/ 

453 
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October 7. 1982 

Dea~ 

I recei •;ed your recent 1 etter and rea 11 y appreciate your 
writing to rne. If you hadn't told me you \>~ere only 16 JfAR~ old. 
I would ne1er have believed it. Your l etter has the wisdom of a much 
older person. YO'l express yours~lf very wel1. 

Alcoholism is a~ i11~ess. a disease, and is not something 
thJt a nerson is responsible for, Just as you can •t blame .someone fo r 
catching 3 cola~ or having a fever ~ 1 don't think you can blame soMeone 
f0r be ing an alconolic. In S>tteh an instance. a person has to receive 
hel;L I am trying to help Fotner Slov1n in a number of ways. At th is 
tim€, : don't think it would be a help to h i~ to remove him from the 
~arish. I do want to try my best to help t he people of the parish 
as ~ell as to help Father Slown . 

I real ly appreciat:: your praying for him. and especially 
your writirg to me. You did absolutely the right thing. Let ' s both 
conti~ue to pray for him. 

Sincerely in Chrt it, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
I 
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OFFICE OF THF. BISHOP 

October 15 , 1982 

-Dear -

After rece iving your phone call some wePks ago , I had 
the occasi on tc talk with several people from St. Irene •s Parish. They 
mentioned several things which r think I shou ld bring to your attention, 
some of them, comments I have already w.entioned t o you in our phone con
versation. If you speak of any of these matters with John, I ~ould 
appreciate it if you respect the confidenti ali ty of these peoples• remarks. 

The School Board President ment ioned sonething which I 
had talked about. John•s negative attitude . The School Board was t o 
rece ive a specific budgeted parish subsidy th is year . Beca use of finan 
cial difficu l ties, they agreed to ta ke a $12,000 cut in their parish 
subsidy . monies which they would raise on their own. The pa rish, however, 
is not ful fi l li ng its ccmmi tment to this reduced subsidy, being some $6,000 
behind a l ready in this school year. When the subject is broach~d to Father 
Slown , he simply says that there are n0 parish fu~ds. Th~ Scho0l Board is 
concerned b~cau se there seems to be no effort on the pd r t of Father Slown 
to increase pa rish income , or decrease pa rish spending. The onl y ones who 
have made any cu~s in their bud;ct are the School Board. The parishioners 
see parish funds being used for v3rious expend itu res a ~ound the parish, 
even while they are hearing that the financ ial condit ion of the parish is 
poor . Father ha s hi r ed a fuli - time janitor for the par ish, as well as a 
full-time janitor for the school. In my mind there is no justification 
for hiri ng a ful l -time man for a school of approximately 150 students 
consisting of six classrooms, particularly when there is financial diffi
culties. The decision to hire this additional man, presumably, was made 
so1ely by Father Slown. 

Fa ther is continually negative about the school and its 
prospects of staying open , a factor which is not increasing the morale 
among the people of the pa r ish . The School Board President a l so mentioned 
Father•s attitude about reconciliation. While he speaks much about it, his 
intent s2ems t o be tha t he will forgive the people of the parish for what
ever they have done . There seems to be no acceptance on his part of any 
guilt. Somehow John has to accept some of the responsibility, if not the 
greater part, for the existing conditions in the parish. 
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I have already mentioned to you the negativity on the 
part of Father Slown towards the Christ~as Bazaar . He has predicted 
that this ~ajor f~nd-raising event will be a flop . He ~as already 
stated that these funds will be used for doing some remodeling in the 
c~urch . Ttere •s nJ q~~stion ~~3~ ~he Lhurch neeas so~2 attention , 
but when funds are short , it wdy not be the wisest pastoral decision 
to undertake remodeling . The re~odeling s~ems to Ge Father Slown's per
sonal de-:i:.ion '-'!ithout any con~uHiltion •.v it~• others . 

As a furt~~r examp l e of his negative 3tt itude, he was 
reported to have said that $600 in donations that he had jus~ received 
would not keep the school open for even one day, rather than expressing 
some appreciation for the gift. 

The President of the Council of Catholic \•Jomen told me 
that he came to their latest ~eeting and he had been drinking . When I 
pushed her on this particular point, she could only say that it certainly 
appeared to her that he had been drinking. She said his manners and 
behavior ~~ere unacceptable. He was "!:ell ing and damning " throughout the 
meeting. This is a woMen with whom l have spoken before and she seems 
to be very reasonable, with no particular ax to grind. She was cne of 
those ~ho attempted to help Father S1own ir1 the beginning, but has been 
held at arffis length . 

He has a practice, or at least it is more than a common 
occurrence , of not keeping appointments with people. For whatever reason, 
he is not available, whether he is away frcm the rectory or , at least in 
one instance was asleep upstairs. He continues to have the not i on that 
the parish is out to get him and that he will bring the paris h to its . 
knees. I am beginning to wonder whether he can successfully and happily 
function in the parish· with that kind of an attitude towards the people. 

He refers to himself as ••my number one problem" and 
then tells people that he is the bishop•s ~umber one p~oblem. I have 
never s~id this tc him, but that is the way he has intrcduced himself 
to me on a few occasions. Th1s does not seem to me to be a very 
healthy or positive attitude. 

Just recently the local Knights of Columbus produced 
a bumper sticker entitl ed, "Father John you can count on us" . In their 
publication they announce that they ~hould sup9ort F~ther John since he 
is also a fellow Knight . I d0n't kno~ whether this was done with Father 
John•s conc~rrence or not, but it certainly is not going to help the 
situation . It will only help to divide the parish into camps . 

As yet, it is too early to tell what effect the new 
associate pastor in the pJri sh ~ill have on Father John•s behavior. I 
tend to think that ~ather John has not been entirely honest in his 
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efforts tcwards sobriety . r get some feed - back that he is not attending 
AA meetings or at least has had some negative fee l ings about them. 

If you think it would be of any help, I would be happy 
to send ycu cop ies of s ~~e of t~e letters I ha1e received f~om the 
par i shioners. They might gi ve you a better i dea of what i s happening. 
Than!< you fJ r all of your help. 

Sir.cerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Josep~ L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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November 19 , 1982 

Dear 

Many thanks for your recent letter and for your 
comments regardinq Father Slown. I see that you are very 
Well acquainted through your perso nal experience with the 

, disease of alcoholism. You are corr ect in saying that Father 
Slown is an alcoholic. He has received institutional treatment 
for this and is aware of his illness. I have asked him on 
several occasions if he is attending AA meetings and he assures 
me that he is. To my knowledge he is also in freguent touch 
with h1s counselor. 

I don't know what took place in your married 
l1fe, but fro~ my reading of your letter it seems that after 
a long and d1fficult struggle that the two of you have 
managed to live with the disease of alcoholism . It is 
precisely for the reason that you have managed to stay 
together, that I find your proposal to remove Father Slown 
from the parish so difficult to understand . Many people 
are trying to help him with his illness, and I do not think 
his alcoholism will be helped by being removed from the 
parish. Rather I am trying to work with him so t hat he can 
live a productive life of sobriety. 

While I certainly cannot support every:fuing 
that Father Slown has done since he has been at St, .Irene's , 
at the same time I feel he is making progress and I am 
extremely hopeful for the future . What Father Sl·own needs 
right now is some support from members in the p~ rishr 
Obviously he should be held accountable for his actions, 
but he should also receive some support and encouragement . 
I think it would even be helpfu l i f you or your husband 
S?oke to him about your concer~ • 

. I 
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Naturally, I am concerned about what is 
happening in St. Irene's parish, but I am also concerned about 
Father Slown. I have every hope that he will be able to be 
a good pastor for the community of St. Irene's. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
/ 
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The Most Reverend Joseph I mesch 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

November 22, 1982 

Subject: St. I ren's Parish I Father John Slown 

Most Referend I mesch : 

;' . ", ltfl\~ 
. •·' .._, v -x t:.r .;J 

It was a p leasure coming face to face with the MAN who leads the CATHOLICS in 
the Aurora Dioceses, even under the unpleasant condit ions that made your visit 
possible. 

You see, I am rather new in your Dioceses ... I moved here from Chicago where 
I have spent the last twenty-five years. Prior to that time, I was born and brought 
up in the South, Louisiana, where CATHOLICISM was a way of life for me. 

I assume by now you are thinking •.. "who is this little Ms. Nobody writing me and 
giving me all this information about herself and what is she leading up to!' Well 
Father, your meeting with the Parish on Sunday, the discussions, and questions 
was a SHOCK to my beliefs. I was dumfound as I listened. I could not believe what 
I was hearing ••. in these d ays when GOOD PASTORS and PRIESTS are so hard 
to f ind , and the constant reminders that we are in ne~d of PRIESTS all over the 
World • . . and here a handful of people has sought the need to condemn a Pastor, 
because he was an alcholic and /or for whatever reasons which was never explained 
during t_his me:eting. Father, this is unbelieveable. 

I cannot say I know Father John Slown ... but I can say, I have heard him say 
the MASS on Sundays. He has made many of my Sundays a joy with his Sermon. 
He has such a strong voice and sincere warmthness comes out of his voice as he 
service Mass. In fact, I have been quite impressed with Father John and a lways 
look forward to hearing him say the Mass on Sundays. When I leave t he Church 
and he has said the Mass, I feel very good inside. He has such a way of reaching 
the inner me. I cannot understand WHY the discontent at St. lren's Parish. I, 
myself, would have never recognized that Father John was a n alcholic at one time, 
a nd I am sure that the people too could have never recognized it, had they not 
been informed prior to his coming to St. lren's. 

I do not know what Father John has done to these people in the Parish , who must 
work very closely with the Church, but with my teaching of CATHOLICISM, I be
lieve FORGJVI NG is a must in everybody's life. Christ forgave the people who put 
him on the Cross. I can not see why the people of the community cannot forgive 
Father John, as well as Father John forgive the people who has refused to work with 
him. I think wholeheartly that they can ALL work together, reaching out to little 
people like myself and many more newcomers in the Community, welcoming us and 
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making this Parish what it is meant to be ... a p lace where all CHR IST chi ldren 
worship and work together, with Father John as the leader . Trusting Father 
John's leadership capabilities will certainly help him as well as the community. 

I feel that St. I ren's Parish must grow with changes, just as our Society c hanges 
from day to day, accepting the fact that no man is without fault . But if we work 
and pray together we can all accomplish our goal . 

Again, it was a pleasure coming face to face with you, and I look forward to again 
seeing you at St. I ren 's under a more pleasant atmosphere with Father John 
Slown and all the people at St. l ren's. 

/dl 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend John Slown 
St. Irene's Parish 
28W551 Aurora, Box 408 
Warrenville, II 60555 

Dear John, 

November 23, 1982 

It was good to have the opportuni ty to talk to 
you yesterday. As I mentioned to you, I found the weekend 
experience at St. Irene 's to be extremely positive. While 
there were certainly peop le who did not hesitate to express 
the hurt they felt, there was an overa l l attitude of support 
and a will ingness to cooperate with you. Even those who 
expressed t h eir hurts, did not have a hostile attitude , but 
rather seemed to be most anxious to cooperate with you and 
s u pport you. 

My basic message to them was that in a Christian 
community we are called to look after one another.To be a famil y 
means that we accept the various members of that family without 
necessarily approving t he i r behavi0r. I called upon the 
community to affirm and support you as a priest and a human, 
whil e confronting you whenever they felt your behavior was 
inappropriate. Only in that way would they be a real support 
to you . 

111111 mentioned that a program was being 
prepared for yo~ile I am not aware of t he details, I 
would like to state some of my expectations for you. First 
and foremost, would be sobriety. I think that you realize 
the importance of this in your life, and I feel that it is 
an essential element from my viewpoint. You have great talents 
and abilities and I want you to function effectively as a 
priest . 1 know the only way you can do that is through sobriety. 
For that reason, I expect you to attend AA Meetings with 
regularity and I expect you to refrain from taking anyalcoholic 
beverages. Should I learn that you are drinking, I feel that I 
would have no choice but to ask that you either go to Guest 
House or relinquish your pastorate. 

125 SUMMIT STREET, JO!JET, ILLINOIS 60435 
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While I recognize that difficulties or difference s of 
opinions may arise between individual parishioners and yourself , 
I will expect that these difficulties are handled in an appropri
ate manner , and not be the cause of outbursts of temper or 
int emperate remarks . Whatever differences there may be , they 
will only be aggravated by such behavior on your part. In 
addition, I feel that such behavi or is a cause of conf us i on and 
anxiety for your parishione~s, sinc e they do not equate such 
behavior with that of a minister. 

I would also expect you to take an active part in the 
cluster meetings of your area , as well as participate in any 
diocesan activities which are arranged for the clergy . I 
recognize the many demands upon your time as a pastor , but I 
think it is important that you participate in these activities . 

I do not list these expectations with any thought of 
laying additional burdens on you, but simply to let you know 
that I care about you and your ministry and want to see you 
succeed in this parish. John , I really f eel that the moment 
is ripe for a new beginning. I found the enthusiasm and 
support of the people to be very sincere , and I really 
bel i eve they want to work with you . I would hope that you 
would find the occasion to publicly apologize to your 
parishioners for your past behavior and to ask for their 
forgiveness . You will not be diminished by such an action, 
but rather wi ll win the affection and esteem of your people . 
I would hope also that you would be able to pledge to the 
people your willingness to work with all of them for the 
benefit of the community, and that you want nothing other 
than to be their pastor and shepherd . In your ministry to 
them , you will certainly find that you are being ministered 
to as well . 

I assure you of my continued prayers for you and my 
support . I will do everything I can to help you in becoming 
the priest I know that you are . 

Sincerely in Christ , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Bishop I ' ~ 

Joliet Diocese 
Jol iet , I 11. 

Dear Sir t 

As a partici pant in the Nov . 10 , 1982 5:30 service at 

475 

$b . lrene, it seems necessary to review and question the 
t r ue menaing of your visit ; and the high dudgeon displayed 
by you in response to firthright questioning and commen#ary 
by the parishioners . 

From your "laying down the law11 attitude these q uestions 
arose: 

l. Do you feel any guilt in sending a pastor with 
severe emotional and social problems to St , I rene? 

RE : Your quite hostile and sharp response to the organist 
when he elicited sponatneous approval for an 
appropriate remark;and amso with the wornan who 
applauded a positive comment . 

2 . Ha~ this vi~d t to be a pacifying attmeut or a 
puni ti v e one? 

3 . Were yoiJ r e ally totally t riJthful with yourself in 
expressing surprise at the pas t or ' s difficulty dealiBg 
with parishioners? 

RE: An admitted knowledge of a long standing drinking 
problem (which seemsto have resurfaced as late as 
Nov . 6 , when at a non-wine for parishioner service 
Fatner used the l a rge •r1ine carafe and drank to its 
full .) 

The knowl e dge that a 6 month peri od in several 
po s ttions rneans some problem w~ich needs addressing 
is going unattended . So the end result is passing 
on t he problems to a c o ngregation with "be Christian " 
as the com..'11ent . Lay parishioners are n o t sufficiently 
t l!ai ned to take the "be responsib l e for yo urse lf'u 
approach comfortably an d certainly not trained in 
dealing with social and emotional problems of such a 
serious degree . 

4• Hhy the expectation that this lay congregation can help 
?roblern solvincs by arguing, cajoling or reading ofT an 
already unhappy man? 
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5. Why was the questicn of s o - called behavior pat tern 

chan;es avoided? 

6 . \-Thy was no truthful discussion a bout "'motional and 
p s ychological counseling brought forth? ~as there 
b een any such testing on the church l evel? 

7. During our l engthy lec~ure on Christian reeponsibl i t y , 
why was the Bishop ' s part in not permitting this 
situation to ari~e never ~entioned? 

RE : No review panel to help rrinimize strees ~or a persoo 
not capable or being under the stress of a pastorate . 
No apparent psychological evaluation fo r this stress 
pattern was given . ?ast history explains thiE , since 
parishioners have not b een forthright in exp~essing 
difficulties and needs , based on prior training . And 
Therefore have suffered Hi th v1ha~ever was handed 
them in the past . 

Dear Bishop, --

\•,'e have not reacted or responded until this situa:.ion C!'lmle 
to the fore by your visit . Although the ill mannered 
responses have been numerous .from the first meeting Hi th 
Father . firne has Ma'ie it no..,r become a necessity to writ"e , . 

But a~ ill person should not be expected to undergo 
stres s continually . The breaki ng point is noH all t:oo 
close . And the var~ance in behav~or is more and more 
noticable . 

Are we not driving an ill person over a large precipice 
for no truly Christian reason? 

Are you not contributing to this demise by insisting that 
'tinat unhappy uerson be rr.ade responsible for his behavior 
b·, another frustrated and hhhappy person? 

I s this truly Christian? 

It is unrealistic behavior by adults ; this "responsib1l.lly) 
tactic , (which s e ems mot to have work e d for the 30 year 
period :;>revi ous to this . ) 

~s a 33 year educator and psychology major , your action~, 
reactions , and responses are a great 1-oorry and~ eere hostile 
and unrealis'tiic , aswell as difficult to understand . 

Are we in a power struggle? 
We sincerely hope not 1 

For the good of ?ather John and St . Irene's fine parish, 

Dont punish ! 
HELP ! All of us. 

476 
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As of Dec. 4, 19~2, Bi s hop , our problems continue to mount. 

Weheard how Fr . Charles 1Nheeler isnow hospitalized because of 
fribulation of the heart ( 11 or something" as Jr. John put it) . 
He looked tense and worried on the occassion of your visit . 
A Large pr oblem on his shoulders . And a full week ago he seemed 
drained , aflter Father John bera~ed the cor.gregation for 
mis demeanors be did not know he had committed , by his word. 

Have we NOW had enough? 

~~e responsible attitude was sexpressed from the alter on the 12-4 
date thusly:r 
"If he shows up at the door I guess he 1 11 be OK, if not, he'll 
be there( a hand gesture toward the nearest funeral home), but 
ei t her way its OK. 11 

And after rnass : 
" Look at what's happening . 'IWo assistants gone in less than a 
year 11 (much laughter) • 11 I guess they must have a problem ." 
t' Or maybe I 1m killing them off ." 

So much for your high flown attitude of distant responsiblEty. 

Ho~ many more sincere and sensitive people must be sacrificied for 
a test of wills? 

Answer the prior questions for yourself, and begin to be responsible 
too . As you expect Father Tom , Father Charles and the rr.embers of 
the declining parish membership to be. 

Frankly , I am repulsed and ~evolted by such behavior being foisted 
off on the parish public under the guise of "Christianity . " 

How long will this charade continue? 

Ask yourself-- and be honest about it . 
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December 2, 1982 

Dear 

I received your recent letter and am very grateful for your 
comments. I realize that my vi sit to St. Irene 's would be a cause of 
confusion for a number of parishioners, who would not have been 
acquainted with all that has gone on there . I appreciate very much 
your support of Father Slown and of the priest hood. At the same time, 
I mus t point out that support of a priest shoul d not mean overl ooking 
his f aults or defects. There s omes a time when a prie ; t cannot rel y 
simply on his priesthood in order t o receive the approval of his 
parishioners. 

Father Slown did a number of things which, as I mentioned~ were 
inappropriate. I t hink he must be held responsible for his actions, 
even while the people who hold him responsibl e must be willing t o forgive. 

I, too, believe that the Christian communit y can 1\'0rk t ogether 
to help its hurting members . I appreciate very much your expression 
of concern and your willingness to help Father Sl own. 

Having just moved here from Chicago, you ard probably not yet 
t oo f amiliar wit~ our diocese. In your letter, you mentioned that I was 
i n charge of the Aur ora Diocese, ~~en in fact , I am responsbile for the 
Joliet Diocese. A number of people are not aware of the extent of the 
J oliet Diocese, so I am not surprised that you placed Warrenville in 
~urora. Actually, Aurora is part of the Rockford Diocese . Confusing , 
isn 't it? 

Again, my sincere thanks and appreciation for your l etter. 

\ 

/ 

Sincerely in Ghrist, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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December 2> 1982 

Dear .. 

I received your recent letter and am grateful for your co~ents . 

I understand how you f~el, even though I do not agree with your conclu
s ions . Obvious l y, I am not content with the situation at St. Irene's, 
but feel that the solution lies not in r emoving Father Slown, but in 
having t he commtmity work together to help him. 

In your letter, you mentionad that 11our young people are 
continually being exposed to these problems,'' and I have some difficulty 
with the universality of that statement . Further on, you state that I 
seem to be having difficulties in separating myself from my personal 
involvement and what is actually happening in the parish. I am not quit o 
sure what you are referring to, but I had to smile when I read that, 
since the usual complaint about bishops is t hat they are too i mpersonal 
in their r elationships. I thi nk I can truthfully say that I have no 
particular personal relationship with Father Sl own, ot her than what I 
woul d have with any priest o:f the diocese who is e7i_plriencing difficulties. 
I have agonized Nith PatheT Slown, as ! have a.gonil.ecl with a number of 
priests with various problems. Sometimes, I wish that I could be a little 
more impersonal with them, since it would save D\e a great deal of emotional 
anguish. 

At any rate, I sincerely hope that you and your "'ife will make 
another effort to assist Father Slown. I have spoken with him~ ~~d I have 
every hope that he is sincere in improvi11ghis behavior, and with the help 
of the community, he will be able to do so . 

I appr~~iate your prayers for me and your support. I recognize 
the responsibi l i ties that I have and I pray dail y t hat I may carry t hem 
out properl y. 

/ 

\ Sincerely in Cnrist , 

Most Reverend J oseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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C·~· 0 43Z 
December 2, 1982 

Dear 

I received your r ecent note in Hhich you expressed your 
appreciation for MY visit, while expressing at the sa~e time your 
disappointment in my response to the situation at St. Irene's. I 
do realize my responsibiliti es, but I do not feel the removal of 
Father Slown would be an appropriate exercise of those responsi bi lities . 
Cer t a i nly you riUst be aware of the great amount of support, which was 
voi ced publicly for Father Slown at many of the !\lasses. I will continue 
to work with Father Slown and the members of the co~tmity , ·as long as 
that is possible. I would hope that you would do whatever you can to 
i~rove the situation. 

\ 

/ 

Sincerely in Christ, 

t~st Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishor of Joliet 
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January )4, 1983 

Dear 

I have been unduly delayed in responding to the t\OJO 1 etters 
you sent me in early December. I hope that my response will . help to 
clarify some of the issues that you raised. 

I thought that I had made my position clear when I came 
to the parish, but I can see where there might be some confus ion. I 
did not come to the parish to berate the parishioners or to make them 
feel guilty. I really do feel that a congregation has a responsib i lity 
to the priest, as much as the pr i est has a responsibility to them. 
The idea of weakness or human failure in a pries t may be diffi cult 
to accept, and yet I think it is healthy to co~front that pr0~le~. 
I believe that I asked the people to confront Father Slown on any 

-occasion when they felt that he was not responding _properly to them, 
but also to assure him of their support and love. 

Alcoholism is a disease. I believe that and feel that it 
should be treated as such, rather than as a moral fault. In order for 
me to help Father Slown, "it i s necessary for me to reiy on the people 
in the parish for assistance. 

In regard to Father Slown•s previous assignments~ there 
seems to be some misunderstanding. The fact of his staying six 
months in an assignment should not be viewed as a negative factor, 
but rather that it was an effort to prepare him to assume ful l 
responsibility for a parish at some future date. After he had 
completed sev2ral months of treatment, I assigned him as an associate 
in a parish. When that went well and there was a need for a 
temporary administrator in a parish, I assigned him there. Father 
Slown did well in both ass ignments and I did not receive any 
compla ·ints about any of his activities. His counselor felt that 
he was ready to assume a pastoral responsibility and the evidence 
seemed to indicate that he was also. Consequentlys I ass·igned him 
as pastor at St. Irene•s. 
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My own philosophy in dealing with priests who have 
problems is that we have to try to help them overcome the i r 
difficulties . At times this may have to be done by removing them 
f rom t he parish, but t hat is not always the better way. A priest 
has to realize that he is not -expected to be perfect , and that he 
wi l l not be removed at the first sign of a difficulty. At the 
same t ime , I do not think that problems should be left unattended . 
It is for this reason that Father Slown has received counselling 
and is continuing to receive counselling. 

The illness of Father Wheeler probably has little 
connection with Father Sl own. People may interpret it that. way, 
but that would only be conjecture on their part. 

I know that the situation at St. Irene's is difficult. 
As I stated when I was there, I am certainly not content with 
Father Slown ' s behavior. I will continue to confront . him, as I have 
several times in the past, whenever I feel his behavior · is · inappropri 
ate. I will do all that I can to help him become the priest that he 
is capable of being . To do that, I feel that I m_tJst ~all upon the 
cooperation of the people of the parish community: That is painful 
and difficult and I know that some will not agree \'lith me, but I do 
bel ieve it is the right approach. Perhaps the time will come when 
I will have to ask Father Slown to receive in- patient treatment. 
Wh en I feel that time has come, I assure you I will not hesitate 
to ask him to accept that treatment. In the meantime, I ask for 
your understanding and your prayers . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Reverend John Slown 
St. Irene 12-adSh -...___ 
28W551 Aurora - Box 408 
Warrenville, Il 60555 

Dear John, 

January 19, 1983 

Yesterday I talked to Doctor Sy concerning my remarks to you. 
He asked if I would be willing to delay my decision until you had seen 
him . I said that I would, but I felt this was a delaying tactic on your 
part. In deference to h.is wishes, I will not make a decision ·until after 
Doctor Sy has seen you at the workshop in February. I would expect you 
to attend this workshop. 

lhe basic reason for my decision was your delay in implement
ing the suggestions I made to you sometime ago. If you were rea 11 y serious 

· about your alcoholism, I would have expected you to take care of those 
matters immediately. As it is, I feel they were probably followed only 
because I was coming to St. Jrene•s for a Cluster meeting. 

As I mentioned to you, I felt that I have been open and 
honest with you, but I do not feel that you have reciprocated. As I have 
told you on many occasions, I want so much for you to succeed in this 
assignment, that I am not willing to allow you any opportunity to fail. 
There have been no major incidents, at least to my knowledge, since 
your· return in November, but there have been a sufficient nu~ber of 
other situations which have caused me some concern. Under normal 
circumstances , they would not cause me to take th is acticn, b~t I do 
not wish to ignore some·of these signs. My only concern is your health 
and your welfare. If those are cared for, I know the people will be 
cared for. I knm·1 what I am asking you to do is not easy, and I 
certainly understand your reluctance. I am agreeable to Doctor Sy's 
suggestion and I will withhold my decision until after you have met 
with him. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

./Cc-Mr. t~ichael J. Sy, Ph.D. !~ ~-9-•.IJ c;(,. ~-~ ~~ 

"'""~ ....-:- --···-~z:~ cJ'4. ~1· • /.-( ~~ (;L,.;r ' . ,~,. /.. (;.. 7 4' I 
AJ'~ u-.--. ""S ~ "' ~~ .v~ V<- a-A '1 ~ ~ .4.-&.,. :t!/ U:::~ ;r 

;r· I .t' :·SI'-i '.iii"-l:: i' ' I .Hl!lll'.lli! '\O:s<.ril 35 I ~ . ., 
._g. ..... ~ ... ~~ .:;;7-?--~~ .(:::- ;.-1 ~ .,.Jl...., ,>Jw-t-( t'~\ .t'?P. j?~ " 
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MEMORANDUM FOR FATHER ~~WN'S FILE ~1arch 17, 1983 

principal of St. Irene's school in Warrenville called 
me on March 17th. She reported that Father Slown acted very erratic at the 
School Board Meeting this past Tuesday. She said that he had been drinking, and 
she smelled it on him. He was very abusive in his language, with much loud 
shouting. One of the board members, a counselor at DuPage Community College, 
called her the next day and asked if Father were drinking. He said that he was 
exhibiting all the manic-depressive characteristics. 

The maintenance man reported to her that Father had been very abusive 
towards an attendant at the gas station this past week. 

On Monday, March 7th, Father Slown did not come down for a regular 3: 30 
staff meeting . Father Wheeler tried two or three times to awaken him, which he 
finally did 40 minutes later. At the meeting Father was loud and indifferent . 

The principal sat next to Father Slown at two meetings within the past 
week and smelled alcohol on him both times. She also reported that he has lashed 
out at her in several meetings recently, although she is able to calm him down 
and speaks up to him. 

A woman reported to the principa l that she thought Father Slown was 
drunk when he attended a bingo session on Wednesday, March 9th. 

I have spoken with Doctor Sy and he is prepared to receive him back at 
Mars a lin Institute immediately after Easter. 

Most Re~ph L. Imesch 

./ cc-Most Reverend Daniel Ryan 

.. 
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March 23, 1983 

I just wa nted you to know that I have m<!de an appointment 
to see Father John Slown on Tuesday, March 29th, at 1 p.m. I had intended 

, to call him on Monday , March 21s t, but because of a bad snow storm I did 
not th ink he would be able to come to Joliet. I called him on Wed nesday, 
March 23rd , and asked to see him on that day . He said that It was impossible. 
I then said that I would 1 ike to see him on Thursday or Friday. and he again 
sai d he was not able to come in. I told him that I thought It was rather 
unusual that he would not be able to come to see his b1shop; given a choice 
of three days . He pleaded the bUSJneSs of Holy Week , and said that he 
could not come unti l next Tuesday. I agreed then to see h im at that t1me . 

I bning this to you r attention , simply because I feel John 
is avoid1~g me . I wish sometimes that I had the same kind of freedom to 
put off seeing w.y priests when they call to see me! 

Th is morn ing, by co incidence , the associate called me and 
to 1 d me that thIngs ~1ere not go ing ~1e 11. He said that John had stra 1ghtened 
up before his meeting with all of you In F~ruary and had done extremely 
well until these last few weeks. For some reason, and he could not identify 
any part icular concern, John then began dr i nking again. I presume that he 
will use these next several days to get himself back In l i ne before he 
sees me . The associate did not know where John was obtaining t he alcohol, 
nor when he was doing hi s drink1ng . 

The associate d id raise a questfon with me as t o whether 
John is able to be pastor of this particular par i sh, or any other par ish . 
I responded that I thought thfs was a ra ther premature jud9men!, and that 
1 wanted t o give him an opportunity to prove himself . I d1d say that 
should he return frJm his next visit with you and not be able to func t ion 
in a parish, then I wouldr most probab ly ask him to step down . The 

\ 
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associate says that John has said, evidently on a number of occasions 
"it is hell to be here." This makes the associate wonder whether Jo~n 
really can handle the problems of the parish, and whether his attitude 
is 1 imited to this particular parish or includes all parishes. Perhaps 
you might use some of this information to determine how comfortable 
John 1s in a parish setting, or in this particular parish. He does 
seem to be go ing uph ill much of the time. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bi shop of Joliet 

, 

/ 
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OFftCE OF THE BISHOP 

April B~ 1983 

Dear Doctor: 

I am writing to give you some more information about 
Father John Slown. 

Thi s past Tuesday night the associate at the parish 
call ed and gave me the fo l lowi ng information. First of all, he said 
-that Father Slown did not tell him until Easter Sunday afternoon that 
he was going to be away. You wi ll recall that I met with Father Slown 
on Tuesday afternoon . From that time on he seems to have been engaged 
in some rather heavy drinking. He did not show up for the 7 p.m. Mass 
Tuesday evening ~ nor for 7:30 confessions . The associate woke him up 
at 9:10 because Father Slown's 9 o ' clock appointment was waiting. 

On Wednesday Father Slown also s lept through the 7 p.m. 
Mass. On Holy Thursday, the associate said Father was "ha lf in the 
bag9" for Mass. On Good Friday it was really obvious that he \'tas 
drinking. The Liturgica l service included the congregation pounding 
nails into a cross. Father Slown pounded the last two in with a great 
deal of vehemence. 

The associate figures that at least three jugs of wine 
were consumed that week by Father Slown. It got to t he point where 
the associate locked the wi ne in his car. Father Sl own opened a case 
that was underneath an unopen~d case. 

Father Slown told a couple that they would not see him 
for five or si x months. He has also made a number of remarks that he 
would not be i n the parish after June. The associate feels that he 
has exhausted almost every effort to ge t along with Father Slown . 
There i s no open animosity , but there is little t hat passes between 
them. The associate is tired of having Father Slown not take any 
initiative i n the parish and says that if this does not improve upon 
Father's return, especially the working together, he will ask for a 
transfer. I told him that if that were the situation, that I would 

4 J5 SUMM IT STRUT, JOLIET, ILLINO IS 60435 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend John Slown 
St. Irene's Parish 
2m/551 Aurora - Box 408 
Warrenville, Il 60555 

Dear John, 

June 10, 1983 

It was good to have the opportunity to talk with you yesterday. 
You certainly seemed well and looked well . Your understanding of your 
difficulties and your resolve to do something about them impressed me. 

In our discussion there were several things that I mentioned 
to you and I wanted to put them in writing so that \ole would both have a 
clear understanding of what my expectations are. At the suggestion of II. 
• I \oJOuld like you to see ........._ on a regular basis. Because 
,-am concerned about your w~ to conti nu~il 
such time as he s th is no more need for visits. ~-

We also agreed that you woul d meet regularly with t he 
associate, principa l, secretaries . and director· of religious education as 
you agreed upon with the people at St . ~uke 1 s Institute. I would have 
hoped that you would have begun these sess ions already, but I realize that 
there were many things occupying you upon your ret urn . I would like you 
to have your first session with t his group during the week of June 12th. 
I think it is really important for yourself. and for these peopl e, that 
you begi n these sessions soon. 

I readily agree to be available to you to discuss any parish 
difficu l ties that may come up. It might be good to have the opportunity to 
discu ss some different approaches to some of the projects. 

I mentioned to you t hat I f elt that I have s tretched myself 
as far as possible in allowing you to remain as pastor at St . Irene•s . I 
bel ieve the peopl e have responded extremely well to some difficult circum
stances, bu t I am unwi l ling to have t hem endure any more difficulties 
because of your alcoholism. T wil l support you in your position as pastor 

425 SU~1MIT STRECT, JOLIET. ILU:-.:OIS 60435 
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at St.Irene's as long as I am convinced that you are really making an 
effort to retain your sobriety. If I find that there are further 
incidents of drinking, it will be necessary for me to have you step 
aside as pastor of St. Irene 1 s. You know that is something which I 
do not wish to do, but if .necessary, I will do it with great reluctance. 
I have tried to deal honestly and fairly with you and I do not feel that 
has always been the manner in which you have· dealt with me. I mentioned 
this to you, and said that I expected you to be up front with me in the 
future. If I find this is not the case, I will have to do as I have 
indicated. 

You are a person with many gifts and talents, as you 
have proven so often. I do not want to see those talents destroyed by 
alcoholism, and I will do everything I can to help you avoid that. 
You know that you are in my prayers each day and I ask that you remember 
me also. 

Since~ely in Christ, 

o . Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
hop of Joliet 
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June 13 , 1983 

Oear 

I am just writing to inform you that T have asked Reverend 
John C, Slo.-m~ pastor of St. Irene's Parish in ~~arrenville , to contact you 
for an appointment. Father Sl~wn tol~ me that he had seen you some years 
ago. 

Father Slm<~n is an alcohol i c who completed a lengthy stay 
at St. Luke's Institute in Holliston , Massachusetts last year . He was at 
Ho-lliston once more for six weeks after Easter of this yea r_. 

In speaking with his psych ·iatrist at. St. Luke's. the recommen
~at i on was made that Father Slown continue sessions with a psych-iatrist here 
beaause of his frequent periods of depression. I have spoken with Fatner 
Slown about this and he has agreed to do this. I have al~o written this to 
him and told him thaL I would be writing you . T also mentioned that the 
decision to terminate the appointments should be made by you and not by 
Father Slm·m. I vJOuld appreciate it if you wouH contact me in the event 
that Father Slown should not maKe an appointment or should stop coming 
to see you. I presume tnat such a request does not viola t e any pr inciples 
of ethics. 

Thanks for all your help. 

/ 

Sincerely in Christ ~ 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
bishop of Joliet 
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July 18. 1983 

Dear 

Last month T received a letter from you which was dated in March. 
r don!t know whether it was held up in the mail or lost, but T just 
wanted yol. to know that it was more than two months late fn arriving. 
You wrote me about your concern for Father Slo~m. and I assure you that 
I share that concern. There are several things that you mentioned tnat 
T was not aware of , but I have not heard of anv of those things first 
hand. 

l 'NOUl:i like to share your letter with Father Slown but before 
can do that I need your oermission. I think it is important that he 
hears what his parishioners have to say about him. · 

In regard to bringing Communion to your invalid father, I feel 
that you should talk t o him directly about that and tell him how 
disappointed you are. There is no excuse for a priest not bringing 
Commun·i,onlto the sick, no matter hew busy the priest fs. It 1s 
importa~t that Father Slown not be allowed to excuse himself from those 
duties ~hich are most oriestly. 

You must know that Father Slown has received extensive counselling 
to help him with some of his difficulties. My procedure in dealing with 
a oriest who has problems is to provide him with .the.help and counselling 
that he needs. Transferring a ori~st does not solve the problem and is 
really not a help to him. Since we are a Christian community, that 
preaches forgiveness, it is important that we be willing to forgive 
one allother even our leaders. That does not mean overlooking their 
faults, but rather b~inging them to their at tention in Christian 
charity. T hop~ that you will either do this personally with Father 
§lown, or allow ~e to share your letter with him. 

Sincerely in Christ , 

1 Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
B1shop of Joliet 
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MEMORANDUM August 26, 1983 

TO: 

FROM: 

Reverend William Donnelly 
~Bishop Daniel Ryan 

Bishop Joseph Imesch 
--

I met with Father John Slown _on August 25th and asked for his 
res i gnation as pastur-o-f~-;- -Ireners - in Warrenville. He readily gave it 
and sai d that he was relieved. He admitted that he had been drinking 
during these past two weeks, but very limited amounts. He ind icated 
that this was due to the stress and tension he felt in admin i stering the 
parish, and the difficulties of this particular parish. 

I suggested to him that perhaps he is not cut out to be a 
pastor and he said that he had been thinking for some time about this 
and was reaching the same conclusion. He felt that he coul d m}Pister 
quite effectively as an associate and, while I am not ru l ir.g ~~ne 
possibility of his becoming a pastor at some later date, for the present 
he seems content to function in the role of an associate. 

John really was very good and it was a rather pleasant meeting. 
Obviously he is di sappointed, as am I, .but he accepts it very well and 
realizes that the important t hi ng is serving the ~ord, not being a 
pastor. 

I suggested that he contact who wanted 
to talk him into going into a halfway obtaining 
a secular job. John was very unwilling so I suggested that 
he come up with several parishes that might need a priest . He asked me 
which ones were i n need, and I mentioned several. His first choice was 
Christ the King with John Ryan, and second choice was Ascension with Jim 
Duffy . I wou ld appreciate it if Bishop Ryan would contact Father Ryan 
to see if he would be willing to accept John. I really do believe that 
the sobriety wi l l not be a problem. What John basically needs is someone 
to confide in, who will also confront him when he feels that the drinking 
i s going on. Charl ie Wheeler was not able to do this for whatever reason 
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MEMORANDUM CONTINUED ••• 

John Slown felt that Charlie was not open to a close relationship, 
even though John pressed this on several occasions. 

2. 

John will probably announce to his people his resignation this 
weekend . I told him that he should be ready to move by Tuesday or 
Wednesday of the first week in September. I also told him that he would 
not have to move until we had found a place for him. It would be good 
to l ist the Warrenville parish in the September J.O.B for a pastoral 
situation. · I think it is important that when the priests are intervie\t~ ~ 
they be told that there probably will not be an associate. 

I told Father Slown to addres5 his letter of resignation to 
me and to send it to the attention of Father Donnelly. At that time, 
if this is canonical, you might write him and accept it in my name. 

Most Ret erend .Joseph l. Imesch 
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28 W 531 AURORA ROAD 

WARRENVILLE, ILLINOIS 60555 

August 29,1983 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

502 

According to our conversation on Thursday, August 25,1983, 
I am rendering my resignation as Pastor of St. Irene's 
Parish, Warrenville, Illinois. I wish to thank you very 
much for your understanding and kindness in all that you 
did for me while I was at St. Irene's. 

With all best wishes and God's blessings, I remain, 
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28 W 531 AURORA ROAD 

WARRENVILLE, ILLINOIS 60555 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

August 2 9 ,~ 983 

The two pa rishes that I would like to be considered to 
be assigned to as an associate is Ascension Church, 
Oakbrook Terrace or Christ the King Parish, Lombar d, 
Illinois. These are the only two parishes that I know 
need an associate at this time. Also, I request to be 
assigned to either of these parishes because they are 
in an area where I attend my A.A. meetings. 

Hopefully my requests will be g ranted, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

RJ.tJ£k 
(/ 

503 
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With t)le resignation of its pastor," 'the Rever~~ 
p~rish of St. Irene's~. War.renville~ is now open. ~ 

St. Irene's parish consists of some -1.,000 CathoHc families. 
Father ·charles Wheeler has been serving as associate pastor at the 
parish. The p~rochial school enrolls 167 cHildren, and there are an 
additional 300 children attending C.C.D~ classes. Mrs •. Joyce Zemba 
is the school principal. 

St. Irene's does have a parish se.hool board; but as yet, no 
parish council has been establistred. Doring 1982, there were ]27 
qaptisms at St. ·rrene's and 25 marriages. 

St. Irene1 s is· an established parish in a stable cqmmunity. 
While a full-time ·associate pastor is assigned to the parish at the 
p~esent time~ it is quite possible that the new pastor will not have 
the aqvantage of a full-time as~ociate in the future. Any priest 
~ishing to apply for this par~sh should realistically contemplat~ ther 
·prospect of being the only full ... time priest in St. Irene~s. 

Any priest of tpe Jolie~ Diocese who would wish to apply for 
this opening stioul d do so :in writing to ·either Father-. William . 
Donnelly or Father Jonn Kloepfer before S~ptember- 20~ 1983. (Bishop 
Daniel Ryan will be in Rome during the ~id~le part of Septemb~r~ 

: SO we ask no l~tter~ be sent to him.) The Personnel Board then will 
arrange interviews with those who apply. 
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BISHOP'S OFFICE 1 September 1983 

Dear Fat her John , 

Effective upon your receipt of this letter, at the 

direction of Bishop Imesch, I hereby accept your 

resignati on as pastor of Saint Irene ' s Parish, 

Warrenville~ IlJ i .. 2.s . 

I want you to kno:. )f the gr>atitude of Bishop 

Imesch for your pr·.t~stly life and service during 

the time of your assignment to Warrenville. I 

shall continue to be in contact with you as I \tlOrk 

to arrange your next assignment . Please know that 

it is Bishop Imesch ' s wi sh that you remain comfortable 

at Saint Irene's Rectory until your transfer is effected . 

Upon receipt of your acknowledgement of this letter, 

I shall appoli1t Father Charles Wheeler temporary 

administrator of Saint Irene's Parish. 

I assure you of my prayers and best wishes for your good 

health and God's choicest blessings . I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

+- MJJ/2, 
The Most Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Vicar General 
By Special ~~date 

The Reverend John ,· . Slown 
28 1/J 531 Aur-..~ra Road 
Warrenville, Illinois 60555 

42:1 SUMtviiT STREET. JOLIET. ILUNOIS 60435 
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BISHOP'S OFFICE 9 September 1983 

Dear Father John , 

With a canonically effective date of 1 October 1983, I hereby 
appoint you associate pastor of Christ the King Parish , Lombard. 

I gran~ you here\-Ji th general delegation for marriages in Chri st 
the King Parish. 

Having spoken to you and to Father John Ryan, I lmow that you 
will work out an actual date for your moving into the r ectory 
vlhich will suit your mutual convenience. 

Please know of my prayers for your good health. I know that 
Bishop Imesch will want you to keep in touch with him, to let 
him know how thi.."lgs are going for you . If I can help you in 
any way, just call me . I live but a stone ' s throw av1ay from 
your new rectory . Do take to heart the good advice of Bishop 
Imesch to becorre really involved in your new cluster . 

You have my prayers and those of Bishop Imesch as you dedicate 
yourself to God's People in this new section of his vineyard . 

With kindest personal r egards , I am 

The Reverend John C . Slown 
P . 0 . Box 408 
Vlarrenville, Illinois 60555 

cc : Father John Ryan 
Father Charles Wheel er 

"- • T.2 T ~d.. v-!,Jt. • ,-~ p. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

T'ne f•iost Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Vicar General 
By Special Mandate 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435 
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s 
2420 Srooks Drive 
Suitlar.c, r··aryland 2074<5 

Dear Fathe~: 

September 29 , 1983 

Many thanks for your letter of concern for Father John S1own . 
I m~t with ~ather Slown just before f left for Rome and asked him to 
resign his pastorate. We discussed his drinking anc he readily admitted 
t hat he hac! indeed begun drir.king once r.o re. lfe related the problem to 
the tensionsfof administration and suggestea that pe rhaps he should 
become an associate once more. I readily agreed with his assessment. 

~hen I \>roached tl'le pass ibil ity of re tu rni ng to the· Institute 
ne was quite adamant. I t~ink Jonn feels that he has given a great 
deal of t1~e to t herapy, and no~ wnat is needed is some positive response 
on his part . r am hopeful and scme'flhat ootimistic that thee P.ressures of 
minist ry will be reduced for him as an associate. If , indeec ~ he 
continues to drink in tns nev1 capaclty, then I all! sure I ;dll speak i'iith 
hi:n once more abou t folio;,!irl£; .JO!Jr sugg-=stio'1 . John's prirary objec::ion, 
as l recall now, was that h~ wanted to remair. a priest and did not went 
to take up secular work. ~e shall see how he progresse5. 

Again , many thanks for your interest and concern on Dehalf Qf 
Jo~n. My time in Rome was well spePt, althouph I ~as indeed anxious to 
return home. Rome !"las its bl e~sings, but they are fer-; corrpared to working 
here in Jo 1 i et. Prayers for ~~ou. 

Sincerely in C~ rist9 

Most Reverend Joseph L. !m~sch 
5ishop of Joliet 
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re : Rev. John Slown 

DIOCESE O F JOLIE T 

Chancery Office 
423 SUMM IT STREET 

JOLI ET . I LL INOIS 60435 

On 11 November 1983 I interviewed 
a seudent of christ the King School, 

Party Fr. Sl own was play:i.ng ' mercy 1 or hand-\-lrestling 
Father Slown touched him on the legs and rear end - and put his 

They talked turday morning about the incident. He said that he d i dn ' t 
know if Fr. Slown was sober or not . 

On Monday morning after the party Mr . Egan, Fr. John Ryan, 
a teacher at Chrmst the King) had a discussion with the 
its effects on behavior . 

boys and Fr. Slown . 

I assured 
of any coun 

11 November 1983 

Slown came down to the party about 7:15 p.m. and re
The teachers were especially interested to come between 

Diocese of Joliet would sustain the expense 
a result of this unfortunate inci dent. 

fv~r~~ 
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DIO C ESE OF JOLIET 

Chance''!! Office 
J47.1 

4 Z:S SUM\o11T STREET 

JOL I ET l ~L I N OI S 6043 !5 

re : Rev. John Slown 

I vJas unable to interview adoptive parents of 
who was allegedlyK manhandl ed by Fr. Joh..< Slown the night of the Hal:boween Party. 

I talked to- who "1-Jas not too expressive. I offered to come to see them 
or to have ~at the Brothers ' Residence, Lombard . On my second call, 
~ndicated that several o£ the £a..rnily had the flu, and i t vJOuld not 
~to meet with me. 

I have learned from other~ parishone~s of the Parish of Christ the King that th~ 
has had some problems "~<lith several of 
lar - and and not 'anxious to stir up trouble . 

tl /awJLfA!'k~ 
12 November 1983 Vicar General 

Pho~·. 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

C:hancet-y Oj/t·ce J472 
4 2!1 SUMM IT" 5 T Ae:t! T 

JOL I E T I LLINOIS 6043S 

re: Rev . John Slovm. 

On 12 November 1983, I 
~nvolvement wi 
~ Rectory for the 

night of the Halloweea 
seventh and e i ghth grade student. 

~arding their son 
arty at Christ 

( 

On the night of t he party 
IIIIIIIIIJe lls this story: A 

friend, was not downstair~went up to 
Fr. Sl own put his hand on ' waist . 
He heard r1r . Egan, a teac er, come up 
~em to stay in the kitchen. 
lllllllllllfutside to talk of the si 

Women chaperones noticed Fr. SlmY"n cor~ing the evening . 
him put his hand dovm. the Eront of the ants. 

They saw 

' 
- . - s an open boy . His parents say they will look to his best interests. 

was made to my offer that the Diocese \•!ould sustain any exp,tense of 
counselling as a result of the incident. 

isterecl. ''lhc'-t were for him two matters of alartl'. : 

1. Fr. John Ryan did not call the parents on Saturday. 

2 . Through phone call learned that Fr . Slovm. has been transferred 
f rom several parishes in the past few years. Some of the alleged charges: "Finger 
in,tthe col lection money . " "Chil dren has been rubbed. eels t hat 

- .. .. -· ......... . . 
a stand should have been taken by the Diocese years ago. 

ready to cal l Channel Seven . 

12 November 1 983 
t~~ 
Vicar General 
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re: Rev. John S lown 

On 12 Novew~er 1983 
a student of the e 

DIOC ESE OF JOL IET 

Chancery Of/ice 
42.5 S U,\fM I T STREET 

JOL IET I LL I NOIS 6 04 35 

511 

They say that there has been lots of handling of boys in the sacristy by Father 
Slown. Fr. Slmm touche~ his private parts in the sacristy one week 
day before or after Mass . 

7th grade) and llllllllt#ere handled by Slown in the presence of 
the rectory. 

Chrldren are saying 1 ouch 1 to Fr . Sl ovm 's tw·isting of their ears, etc . 

At the party Fr. Slo\m would not keep his hands ~d the other boys. 

ndicate that they will surely take no action in this case. Hr. 
tic on the matter.llllllllllllllbas some doubts, since she sees 

.......... =.,.~ing in preventing such occurrences v1ith children in the future. 

I expressed t o them the willingness of the Diocese of Joliet to sustain any 
expense of co~~selling needed for their children . 

12 November 1983 tC!Ptff!J~./tuCVL, 
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C:f..a 11cery 0/pce 
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re: P~v. John Slown 

On 12 November , parents of~tudent at Christ the 
King School, Lombard, were me about their information re : the 
Halloween Party at the rectory , of recent occurrence . 

not at~ A neighbor told them that Fr . Slo~.n ~.o;as said 
to hav~ng 111111111111 that they should ask the boy about it . When 
asked,~old his parents that Fr. Slown had been 'tickling ' him. 

do?" 
t he 

The next 
ha d been 
that he 
Fr . 

rrother call ed: "What are you aoing to 
over to discuss the matter, and ~rr. Kassel, 

mornina the par ents questione~ore . He admitted that Fr . Slown 
hand-wrestlina the boys , playing a game of "mercy" ~rith three boys -

the ribs and tickled him. "I ' m not ticklish," the boy said. 
hands , but not under his undenfear. 

One mother 

eel that Fr. Slo~m is too rough, and that he is a very disturbed man . 

They felt that Fr. John Ryan 's subsequent conference with the 7th and 8th ?rade 
c hildren \\'aS most helpful. 

I apologized to the unfortunate incident involvinq their son, 
and assured them cese of Joliet will sustain any exptense of counselling 
which they feel may be required for their som therefrom . 

12 November 1983 tt]!U!l!~ 



( 

~.B_.c§J.sQWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 513 
TE LE!tHCilltea ~~IJ/9/1 3 

Released April2014 

Re: Rev. John Slown 

On 12 No 
I interviewed 
King School, Lombard. 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

C~ancery 0/f;ce 
4 .2!5 S U MM IT S T RE&,. 

J O LI ET . IL L INOI S 15 0 4315 

.- . -· : 
-- f v··· ----_, ___ -~- --

others, Lombard, Illinois, 
a student in Christ the 

the people who had called the police in the case at hand. 

There had been a Halloween Party in the rectory basement (Christ the King, Lombard) 
the Friday evening before Halloween, 1983. It lasted from approxi~ately 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m. 

During the course of the evening , Fr. Slo\·m v1as arm-•.,restling some of the boys. 
Some of the boys said to Hr. Egan, a teacher, "Boy, does he hurt!" At times there 
was a boy on Er . Slown 1 S lap . 

One boy, 
a queer . 
with Fr . Slown. 
great fear in his 
got no satisfactory 
chaperones. Some mothers present 
genital area. 

s gone with Fr. Slown. Father is 
or a while upstairs in the rectory 

when he returned to the basement had 
if they were touched by Fr . Slown, but 

much discussion among the parent s -
S lo\m poke boys that evening in the 

Fr. Slown \'las too physical throughout the evening - handling 
the boys. 

Fr. Slown rubbed his stomach. (The boy had his shirt on , 
very ups et r,.1hen he came home that night -

have happened to h$s friends, especiall y 

ss great concern over Fr . Slown's re-assi§nro~nt. They 
an adequate expression to describe his behavior . Why, they 

ask , did not Mr$. Kassel, the principal , call the parents of t he boys invol ved 
immedi ately . They a sk, "Had Fr . Slov-m this problem else,v-here?" icated 
that he would be very angry if he found that he had. 

I expressed to profound sorro\-7, and assured them that 
the Diocese of expense of any counselling whi ch they might 
think their son would need as a result of the unfortunate incident wi th Fr. Slown. 

12 November 1983 t'?tftuU~ 
Vicar General 
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REs~rend John Slown 
1002 0 Kennerly Road 
St . Louis , MO 63128 

Dear Jack: 

December 7 , 1983 

Thank ynu for your kind note o f November 27th and your 
good wish~s and prayers. I app.!:'"cciato them so much. I am 
doubly happy to be able to have good news for you , and to 
1 earn that the prograM in St. r.ouis is goi ng along so •tmll. 
Ycu know that you are daily in my prayers and thought s , 
and that I wish only the very best for you . 

I shall immediately check to see why your monthly 
check has not arrived. If there 1s any question about it , 
may I suggest that you contact either Bil l Donnelly or J im 
Frederick at the Chancery , since my days and time there 
will be limited indeed . 

Let me take this opportunity to wish you God's choi c e st 
blessings , not only at the Holy Christmas Season soon upon 
us, but throughout the New Year and your entire life. 

DLR:bjd 

~lli th kindest personal regards, I am 

Fraternally yours in Christ , 

!-lost Re·,rerend Daniel L . Ryan 
Bishop- Des ignate of Sprin gfield- in- Ill inois -

• .. 
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December 7, 1983 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Father Frederick 

FROM: Bishop Ryan 

Father Slown should have received a check for the 
month of November in the amount of $400.00. Can you check 
with Father John Ryan to see when he was last paid at 
Lombard? I think it is Bishop Imesch's intention that he 
should be paid from the "Sick Priests' Fund" from the time 
that he left Lombard, according to their pay scale. 

Thank you very much. 

Bishop Hyan_ 

DLR:bjd 



Released April 2014

, 

( 

FR~a~:~~~~ SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO~~~ 

R~verend .John S lo··m 
l ~C,C ~en~ar~~ Ro~J 
Sr: . Lt)'!L3, NO 63 l"l8 

Dear J ohn : 

December 12 , 1983 

You he:v·~ ')t:'O'bubly been •;mnderin£ ·..rhy I ravE.- not 
·:~Yi tt~:n .,,.- i 1 nc.' , ::'..:st ~;:; I !·c-•.~e b:ee'i ··r0nde.::-i'iJ '·.rhy 
YJl1 h-=-ve n"''" ·•-itten. I3oth ~.res ;"'r·-:)-'3')1~- '! =- v-; al 1 

}·.ind-=- of r"' .:.~ono: •,:!:~.- tre o-:::her ope sh~:.lld hFt·.re vJ:ri':ten 
fi~~c . ~h~teve~ the cas9 , : will hre~k the icc . 

H y.. :.r-:.. ~;c.:u? I r:u~ im<:!gine that t hese l ast 
s~v':r~a "!.. ·~;1sek~ •. c:tve no,~ b.nen n:'lrticula·cl} e:1sy £0;:- fO~!, as 
t~e·.· h:'\'i8 11ot- been ::c;:- .:.:1:• ·o~ .<s . 1 <.:>P i~aginc ":.1)~ 
sense o~ ':.::-t.:s"-rDtion and d.!.sscu.:ragl'):'1e:1t t'1at ·/O\.i feel , 
"n0 .:! .. :: am lion'<::. • l:he>.t th.!.c; oc-:;:ls. on nay be the one ·q~ich 
b::-i'1g~ ~:-ou to ?. rcalizo.tion and a:::cept:)nce of what you 
must do . 

':'.!: i.s Season of Advent, as we a\'1ait the coming of 
t he :o~~ iq o t ~e o~ ~o~e for all of us . We al l 
1.., "~' f'1-";a.::-d to :.•t:<> C'J"'1ing in O ' J:::' li vcs , even while ~lle 

::-ecogn~ze th<'lt' ~,._-::=e :t:::-0 rnvny doo.::-s in our lives t.rat a::-e 
keot closed to Him. 

I ~rrty f o .,.... yotl by naMe eactl da,, in m1r Mn-::-ning 
a~d evani~g ~r?yrrs . This Christmas will be a most 
diffic~lt one for you, bet it can also be one of jJy and 

Sincerely in Chris t, 
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Reverend John F. HARROLD 2. 

I hope to be able to pay a vi s it on t he mor ning of Fri day, 
February lOth . I would appreciate it if you could provide me with 
directions from the airport or from the hotel in wh i ch accommodations 
are bei ng made for the bishops . 

I look forward to see i ng you . 

Si ncerely in Christ , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLI&li .NOll-JN 523 
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Reverend John Sjpwn 
St . ~ ichael ' s 
13270 Maple Drive 
St. louis, Missouri 63127 

Dear John, 

• • I : ·'· - . 48 · .. ..... ~; 8 

January 20, 1984 

Many thanks for your letter. You don't know how pleased I was 
to receive it. I had just about given up hope of hearing from you, since 
it ha e been so long since I had written to you . I guess I was looking 
for some sign of sorrow or repentance from you and interpreted your 
silence as a sign that you did not feel there was any need for these 
feelings. Yes, I was indeed upset with you when I talked to you on 
the phone , but you could have avoided all of that very easily if you had 
simp 1 y indicated some remorse . On the cont Jtclry, you tried to deny it 
and then make light of it, as if it were nothing really important . At 
the time, I aidn't think you had any idea of how many peop le were 
i nvolved and how much damage could have been done to them , nor on how 
muc~ time had spent by Bishop Ryan and others on your behalf. 

I am pleased to hear that you are finding value in the program 
and I ho P.e that it will be beneficial to you . It must be clear to you 
that the pattern of life that ryas developed for you over these past 
several yerrs cannot continue i f indeed you are going to be a minister , 
or even more a fulfilled person. 

As regards your future in the diocese I don 't want to make any 
fi nal judgement on that at this time, except to say t hat there are major 
difficulties which would need to be overcome for you to continue here. 
What all of this means for the future , I am not quite certain as yet , but 
much will depend on the recommendation of your therapist, I would think. 

I am plann i ng to come to St . Michael ' s on February lOth and 
I hope to have an opportunity to see you sometime that morning . I will 
look forward to that . In the meantime, please be assured ofa- ·daily 
remembrance in my prayers, which I also ask from vou. 
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Reverend Michael Foley 
St. Michael's Center 
13270 Maple Drive 
St. Louis, Missouri 63127 

Dear Mike, 

,, ' O· JUJ .A <> 
L ' ... \} ·~J~ 

February 17, 1984 

Enclosed is $5.00. If your memory is good you will 
recall that I bet $10.00 that the c~remony in St. Louis would not go 

, beyond 2~ hours. Yourwere more pessimistic. The reason you are getting 
$5.00 is because the ceremony after 2 hogns and 22 minutes, but so many 
people processed out, by the t~~e I got out it was 2 hours and 45 minutes. 
Since we did not definitely establish what was meant by the end of the 
ceremony, I felt I was jus·tified in sending you only $5.00 • .. If you 
feel guilty about taking this, you should, but rather .than have you 
make me feel guilty, why don't you use it for someth1n9 or other. 

It was ~(!~Qd to 
to talk about John Slown and I 
for your concern for these men an 

ve the opportunity to meet yoouand 
• I certainly am grateful 

or a 1 that you do. 

By co~ncidence I talked to John's lawyer a few days 
ago. Previously he felt that the matter would be treated as a mis
demeanor, but now the~~ seems to be an effort to upgrade the charge. 
He was to meet yesterday with someone to discuss the matter. Should 
there be any change, i will be in touch with ~ou. 

Thank you again for all that you do. Be assured of 
my prayers and support. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
' . 

. '· , 

A 
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February 2~, 1984 

Reverend John Slown 
St. ~ichael ' s Center 
13270 Maple Drive 
St . Louis, Missouri 63127 

Oear John , 

The letter you haj written me on February 2nd \'laS 
, d\·;.,.ajtlg~ me upon my return to Joliet. When I rne:b with you I did not 

rea 1 i ze that you hac ~1ritten r11e. 

It was certainly good to see you and have the chance 
tc talk witr you. You l ooked \'/ell and seemed \>Jell. I share your high 
resarc for .~ . ~ichael 's a~c for t.he progra~ there. 

Father Foley is very opti~is tic, as am I . I thought 
you expressed it well w'lert you said ~ou put your lif~ in the Lord ' s 
hanas and that you would trust Yim. I couldn 't off er any .better 
atwice. 

Please know that you are in my prayers each day by 
~arne , twice in fact, and that I care for you. Having the opportunity 
to talk together was certai~ly helpful for me, and ! hope t t was for 
you . 

Take care of yourself aPd hang in there. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Jol i et 
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Ma rch S, 1984 

Dear Sister Maurice, 

~lany thanks for you r recent l etter . John 's address is St. 
Michae l' s Center , 13270 Mapl e Drive , St . Loui s, MO 63127. 

sa\1/ John about two weeks ago and he seemed to be doing very 
well . ram sure that he will appreciate hearing from you. 

I think he i s being cha1len9ed .. by t he staff and is responding 
quite well . I am very heJpful for him . 

Perhaps [ will have the opportuni ty of seeing you sometime . 
Congr~tu4at i ons on th ~:effort you are making . It mus t be difficult, 
but it so worthwhile. May the Lor d bless you. 

Si ncerely in Christ, 

Host Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bi shop of Jol iet 
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arac 
13270 Maol e Drive 
St. lou....is Mi ssour i 63127 

Dear Father Foley: 

REV. JOHN SLOWN 

April 2, 1984 

Many thanks for your recent letter wi t h reference to Father 
John Slown. 1 am obviously pleased that he has done so well that he 
can now be recommended for outpatient therapy. 

532 
C~j196 

I have studied the pr oposal t hat you offered in regard to 
Father Slown•s assignment and woul d li ke to make some observations. 
While I am not awa re of t he fi na nc ial situation of t he pari sh i n wh ich 
Father S1own will bes i de , i can unders t and how it ~ i ght not be large 
enough t o warrant t he presence of anot her priest. Never the1essi, 
considering the fac t tl-at the pa ris h \'l ill benefit from Fa t her Sl own ' s 
mini stry, I fi nd thei r recompense for such service unco~fortabl' 
minimal. I can we ll understand how they could not pick up an ent i r e 
salary, bu t v<hat they are offering him does not seem propor t ionate 
to t he servi ces he wi ll render. I f Father Slown is onl y to be in 
residence at t he pa ri sh ~ t hen I coul d understand th i s a rrangement~ 
but I am presumins that the will be actively engaged in the ser vfce 
of the parishioners . I would have hope~ that the parish w~u l d have 
agreed to cover at least one- half of his sa l ary~ with the diocese 
pi cking up ll is insurance and reti ren.ent premiums. 

Having said al l of t his , I rea l ize that I am not ir a 
bargaining pos i tion. Although the arrangement~ are not enti rely 
satisfact ory to me , and I wou l d hope that some adjustment coul d be 
made, nevertheless , 1 will be wil l ing to continue t o cover John's 
insurance ana retirement as we l l as continue his $400. 00 per mont h 
sick leave salary. That is the maximum t hat 1s al l owed someone on 
s ick leave, and any adjustment on that would have to bs cons idered 
by the priests' retirement and sick l eave board. Since John will be 
continuing therapy on an out patient pasis , I would th1nk he wou l d 
continue to qual i fy for ~i ck l eave reimbursement. I would want to 
review this policy at the end of year, or prior to that ti~e i f 
John no longer would need outpatient therapy. 
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Rev. Michael E. Foley 2. 

I am very grateful to you for your effort in making these 
arrangements. I realize how diffi cult this must be and I a prec i at~ 
everything you have done, not only to arrange this. but in caring for 
:~~ n a~ ' Pat 0 ' Sullivan as well. I would appreciate it if you would 
send both of therr "·Y prayers and test re~rds. Yt1u might tell John 
t~at I ~ad ~inner ~i th some frienos of hi s on Sunday evening after a 
Sonfirmat~~n Mr . and ~rs. ~ichael Hayes . they wanted to be remembered 
to hi~ in a special way and to let him know that they are praying for 
him. 

If there is a need to carry on further negotiaticns about t~ee~ 
arrarg2ments , I ~ill ~ e hap~ y to do so. 

~incerely in Chri st , 

Most Reverend Joseoh L. lmesch 
Bishop of Jol iet 
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May 24, 1984 

~ery Reverend Michael E. Foley, s.P. 
Servants of the Parclete 
13270 Maple Drive 
5t. Louis, MO 63127 

Dear .Mike, 

Many thanks for your let&er concern1ng Father John Slown. 
Like yo~rself, 1 am really ple~sed with the great progress he has made. 
From my conversation with him •. he certainly deems well and anxious to 
begin his new ministry. I am ' yery grateful to you and Father Perri 
for arranging for hfm to be at Jemez 5pr1ngs. I think John is really 
looking forward to this as a new poss1b11ity and I am sure -that he will 
do well.· 

I am not sure that my letter will reach you before you leave 
for Rome, but in any event, 1 did want to thank you personally for all 
of your help and assistance. Not onlyhas John benefited ·greatly from 
your care and _concern, b~t I have also appreciated the opportunity of 
meeting with you and spe~~ing with you. I pray for the success of 
your work~ repeat my gratitude for all that you have done for John 
and 1 - ~ . ---- --

.. 
' I 

Sincerely 1n Chr1st, 

• Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
61shop of Joliet 
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~verend John Slown 
Servants of the Parclete 
Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez S.prings, New Mexico 87025 

Dear John, 

Rev. John Slown 

September 4, 1984 

I had intended to wrhe .'you long before this but the 
sw.eet , .l.ure «>·f summer en€haJlted me and I su.ccumbed. When I 
thoriql'}t about writin9 you,: · I realized that 1 had never 
actually given you any apPoint~t in your present assign
ment, so I am doing that now, just for the l!'e.eord. With 
the approval and encouragement of the Servauts of the 
Parclet~ in St. Louis, I am granting you my permission te 
accept their offer to serve in the spirituaJ direction 
pro.qram with the Servants of tn.e Parclete a-'t their residen~e , 
Villa L.c:mis M·artin in J ·emez Sprinc.JS, New MegieG. Having had. 
the opportunity to speak with you 1 know hGW excited you 
were about beginning this new position. The other day I had 
the ~ccasion to speak to Micaael Foley and he tGld him how 
well y~u were doing and how much the men a,p.p.reci{!lted your 
assistan.ee. That really has to be encouraging f ·or you ~n~g· 
affirming of your talent and ability. 

For s.om~ reason I always ~J.o.Jg of New Mexico has bei~ 
stiflinq hot~ the s~er. If I ' m wrong, please don't c~Erect 
me, @Specially since we have just suffered tbrouqh an incredibly 
hot aru\i hufllid several days here . If you tell me that it's 7-s 
degrees during the day and 50 a .t night, I wi 11 ha:ve you retu-""n 
to the diocese immediately! • 

• 
' I hope you are doing as well as your reports indicate yo~ 

are. Yo\1 might want to keep .,, J''~- $. cc'"" '\ in your ~~a;yers 
si~e, unfor~unately, is not dOfng so we!l. I don't know waat's 
goinq to happen with him. Shortly after he came baek fe®m St. 
Louis he left 'again and just ~ece~tly was admitted to st. 
Joseph ' s Hospital. Now he is unwilling to return to St. Louis 
and by now has probably r$J!:!eased himself from the hospital. I 
really don~·t know what's going to happen with P. S , but I know 
he would appre.ciate your pray&rs. ~ 
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Reverend John Slown 

Take care of yourself and keep up the good work. 
Kno~ that you are in my prayers each day and hopefully I 
am 1n yours as well. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

2. 
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A Holistic Development Center for Priests and Brothers 

Villa Louis Martin • Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 • (505) 829-3586 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch, D . D . 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

October 1,1984 

537 
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It was so good to hear from you. I wish to thank you for 
officially appointing me to the spir itual direction program at 
Villa Louis Martin, Jemez Springs, New Mexico. It has been a 
challenge for me but a rewarding one. A spiritual director in a 
therapeutic treatment center is somewhat different than a spiri
tual director in a seminary . After meeting with each man , I write 
up a r eport and put it onto a tape for the man ' s personal file. 
So, I must listen closely to what the man says and take out the 
pertinent facts, which reflect where he is at in treatment. As 
I stated, it has been challenging for me, but it is helping me 
to grow . 

When I see what problems many of these men have, I can only 
thank God for His help in my situation . Th~ bottom line is that 
God has certa inl y blessed me and loves me. 

One of the great benefits about working in this type of a 
setting is that it is helping me to reinforce th e principles of 
A . A . into my life and also my self-wort h . On a couple of occasions, 
a situation developed where in the past I would have drank , but 
this time I was able to see what was going on inside of me and 
deal with it, without drinking. For this, I am most grateful. 

Jemez Springs is a beautiful spot. It is located at the 
bottom of a canyon. I can look out of my office window and see 
one side of the canyon and see the other side from my bed ro om 
window. When the sun shines upon the canyon walls, they are most 
beautiful . We are situated around 6,000 feet above sea level and 
the weather has been perfect. It has been getting around 90 de
grees during the day and in the 60's at night. In that we have 
very little humidity , it is ideal both day and night. As fall 
sets in, I am told that the weather gets cooler , but that the 
winter is mild compared to the mid -west. I hope that what I hear 
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Reverend John Slown 
Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

Dear John, 

October 16, 1984 

Many thanks for your letter. HtJ was good to hear 
from you~ especially to know that things are going so well. 
I can certainly understand how satisfying you find the work 
as well as helpful it is to you personally. The difficulties 
and trials that others have certainly make us awarewof the 
Lord's goodness to us. 

Did you really have to tell me how delightful the 
weather is there? I'll be thinking a lot about you as we 
enter our winter season! It certainly sounds like a 
delightful spot, although something the size of St. Anne's 
probably doesn't gu~ you much to do. I can understand why 
you would drive all those miles into Albuquerque whenever 
you can. 

You may have heard that Pat O'Sullivan is back at 
St. Michael's. It was a struggle getting him there and he 
left once, but now he is back again. He seems to be doing 
better. I certainly hope that he will respond better this 
time. ·Lennie Lenc•s death was indeed a surprise and a shock. 
I don't believe he had any history tif heart trouble. I 
know that he had not been happy these last few years, and 
didn!'~ttdo a :tery good job of hidding it either. He would 
probably feel better if he knew that 12 people have applied 
to become pastor of his parish! I think that is the rno~t 
we have paa:for ~Y parish. 

Take care of yourself a nd keep up the good work. I 
am delighted that things are going so well. When you hear 
about the cold weather back here, please don't bother writing 
me telling me how comfortable ~u are! !hanks for your 
prayers and know that you are in mine. 

Sincer,ly in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

P.S. I am sorry you are not gett!ng the JOB. I don 't know how 
that happened, I will see to it that you are put on the mailing list. 
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Bishop Joseph Imesch 
Catholic Chancery Office 
425 Summit 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

November 6, 1984 

RE: John Sloan 

Enclosed herewith please find a let ter to Reverend Michael E. Foley, the 
contents of which are self-explanatory. If there is any additional information 
you need concerning this file, please advise. 

Please keep my family and myself in your prayers. 
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Rev. Michael E. Foley 
Servants of the Paraclete 
13270 Maple Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63127 

Dear Reverend Foley: 

RE: John Sloan 

I am writing to you at this time relative to the terms of the conditional 
discharge of the above-captioned John Sloan. As part of his terms, John Sloan 
was to remain under your program and therefore under your supervision with two 
requirements: 1} that an interim report on John Sloan be submitted through this 
office under the date of November, 1984. This report should be sent to me and I 
will present it to the Court on November 21, 1984 and then again there will be a 
final report date on May 23rd, 1985. 

I would suggest that your report generally states that he is actively 
employed in whatever capacity under the supervision of yourself through the 
program and that the results, if true, so far have been favorable. Should you 
have any questions on the context required, please do not hesitate to call me. 

For your information, the case number involved in the Circuit Court for 
the 18th Judicial Circuit, County of DuPage, State of Illinois is 84 CM 2330. He 
was placed under terms of a conditional discharge, which means that at the end 
of the year he will be discharged upon the payment of a fine of $500.00 and 
costs. 

The entire matter was heard in chambers. For your information, the file 
was not even available to the Court at the time and I am sure that this should 
not be a prominent file in the court system because there is no indication in the 
order that John Sloan is connected with any religious organization. 

I appreciate your help and cooperation in this matter and look forward to 
meeting you sometime when you happen to be passing through our Chicago area. 
Please extend my personal regards to John. 

Personal regards, 
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November 2S, 1984 

Dear 

Many thanks for the copy of the letter that you sent 
to Father Foley. I appreciate receiving that. I be l ieve 
that this provides me w.~tb sufficient i nformati on from the 
first hearing. If you think there is something from that6 
initial judgment that I should have on hand, I would 
appreciate receiving a copy fr om you. · 

I continue to hear only good things about John from 
several scurces, including John himself. He seems to have 
adjusted very well and likes what he is doing, - and more 
than that, he is good at it. 

I am gratefu l once more t o you f or your care and 
concern. It certainly is a relief for me to have someone, 
such as you, available. Prayers and best wishes. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of J ol iet 

I 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Most ~ev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

liarch 16,1985 

543 

Yes, I do receive the Job and the Explorer. Through these 
two news media, I keep in touch lvit h uha t is happening in 
the diocese, as well as your trip to Ethiopia . I wish to 
thank you very much for seeing that I receive them . 

It was very heart warming to learn that you have a new 
Auxiliary-Bishop - Bishop-Elect Roger Kaffer. I have known 
him throughout my priesthood and have always admired him 
for his godliness and spiritual depth. As he has helped 
the diocese in many ways in the past, I am sure that he 
will be a great asset to you and the diocese in the present 
and future. 

It was one year ago that I l eft St. Uichael's in St. Louis. 
It will be one year on May 23rd that my sentence was given 
to me. Hopefully, a ll will go wel l to have this sentence 
come to a healthy conclusion this May 23rd. Rev . Michael 
Foley has informed me that the parents of this boy have 
in some way bothered you. When this was told to me, all 
I could think of was Christ on the Cross saying - " Father 
forgive them for they knolv not lvhat they do". I seem to 
become more aware that Catholics aren ' t always Christians. 
The times that I have been hurt, I realize that it is better 
to forgive than to condemn . I have found in my life more 
satisfaction in forgiving than in condemning. I pray d aily 
for this family that the healing power of the Lord may 
enter into their lives. 

In looking for a new assign~ent, I was wondering if you 
could help me find another diocese i n which to work. My 
reason for asking for your help is that I don't know what 
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to •ention, as to what I want to work in another diocese. 
If you could do this for me, I would be most appreciative 
to you. There are t~o dioceses that I would like to work 
in - The Arch-dioces~ of Santa Fe and the Diocese of San 
Bernadino. If I could get into Santa Fe, I would like to 
work in Albuquerque, since I know the area and have met 
many ~,,onderful people through A.A . Hy reason for "t.ranting 
to go to San Bernadino is that I have been told ·that 
Bishop Stralling is understanding and helpful to priests 
who have had problems. You probably know of other Bishops 
that might take me . If you prefer that I fake care of this 
matter myself, I will certainly understand . Please realize 
that as I was anxious about the outcome of my case a year 
ago, so am I anxious about where I will be working in the 
active ministry again. 

This past year has been a learning experience for me. 
In particular, I have learned more about my decease of 
Manic-depressive. In reflection over my life, I realize 
how large a part it has played ±n my adult life. I see 
how stress in my life feeds into it and causes me problems. 
The more that I learn about it, the more I see how to deal 
with it. Also, during this year, I have especially learned 
to trust in God, to mix with people, to have a positive 
outloo k on life and myself - especially self-esteem and 
self-confidence, and I see my successes outwe~gh my 
failures, my character assets far exceed my character 
defects. 

With all best wishes and remembering you daily in my 
Masses and prayers, I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 

'I.Jt-'"'IVT'-'c~ 
Slovm 
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March 28, 1 985 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Bishop Joseph Imesch 
Catholic Chancery Office 
425 Summit 
J oliet, IL 60435 

RE: REV . JOHN SLOAN 

Dear Bishop Imesch : 

This will serve as a reminder that John Sloan's situation 
should terminate on May 23, 1985. 

In t hat vein, I have telephonically contacted the Reverend 
Michael E . Foley on this date, who advised me that John 

545 

had been do i ng very well but that he had just received word 
that John and two othe r s had been involved in an accident. 
He had been advised that J ohn had a possible relapse back 
into depression . He did not know the true nature and extent 
of his condition when I spoke with him . 

Should anything further deve l op that wou l d have an adverse 
effect on what this o f f i ce is handling, we will contact you 
either by letter or, if t i me is short, by telephone . 

P l ease keep us in your prayers. 

Persona l regar ds, 

----- /7 w.... (;' / 
( ~~-- ~ ht- ·~-y-.. --r-?L/' 

/ -;Yyed 1 
Paul A. McLennan, Sr. ' I 

PAM/mo 

I 
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April 11 , 1985 

Dear 11111, 
Many thanks foe your recent letter a nd reminder 

about John Sloan. I appceciate your bringing that t o my 
attention. I nad not heard about John ' s accident, but I 
will cer t ainly drop nim a note. 

Thanks once more for your ki ndness. Be assured 
t hat you are in my prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Revecend John Slown 
Servan t s of the Parac lete 
villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

Dear John, 

April 11 , 198 5 

I jus t heard thr ough Paul McLennan tha t you had 
been in an accident. I was really sorry to hear t hat 
and I hope that ~t was nothing s erious. Paul didn't 
give me any details, so I don ' t know the ex t ent of your 
injuries . Being in any kind of an automobile accident, 
however, has to be painful. I hope that by now you have 
~ecovered from any injucy . 

I presume that you are getting the J .O . B. , s o 
you pr obably know tnat I was in Ethiopia las t mon t h . I f 
you don't get the J.O.B. and I will s ee t hat you do. 
The trip the re and a number of o t her commi tmen t s, 
~ncluding a short stay in the hospi ta l for remova l of 
stone in my bi l e duct , have manage d t o pu t me several 
weeks be hind in cor r espondence a nd conseque nt ly I 
haven 't been able to stay in much con t ac t wi th you . 
It ' s probably just as well tha t I don ' t hear from you 
during t he winte r months, since I would be ver y 
envious , especially if you wou l d br ing up the beau t ifu l 
wea t he r you are having . Would you bel i eve t hat on t he 
Honda y after Easter we woke up to snow on t he ground 
he r e ! I t didn 1 t last during the day , but t here was 
another snow squall tha t evening . I think winter jus t 
wan ted to le t us know t hat i t could give us a b las t i f 
l t wa n ted t o . 

Please take c are of yourself . Le t me know how 
you are doing . Know t hat you are in my prayers each 
da y and I ask fo r a remembrance in yours. 

Si ncer ely iq Christ, 

I 

Mos t Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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PAPACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 {505) 829-3586 

Uost Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch : 

April 11,1985 

It has been some time since I last communicated with you. 
I have been quite busy during the day and have been going 
to five A.A. meetings a week at night. This leaves me with 
little or no time to get into trouble - thank God! 

I hope that your Holy Week and Easter were meaningful and 
fruitful for you. We had beautiful liturgical services in 
Jemez Springs that were inspirational for me. 

Our weather has been most delightful over the past several 
weeks. The trees are blooming, as well as the flowers, and 
the birds are chirping. During the last two weeks, the tem
perature has averaged betlveen the 60 ' s and middle 70 1 s . To 
say the least, I am enjoying this type of weather - sun 
shining, blue skies, and warmth. 

It was two weeks ago that three of us almost met our Creator. 
However , lie didn ' t want us at this time. We were going over 
a bridge in a construction zone - going 23 miles per hour. 
A truck traveling around 70 miles per hour rear-ended us . 
The back end of my car was destroyed - yet none of us were 
seriously injured . Wouldn ' t you know it - the driver of the 
truck t-la s "DRUNK" - quite appro pr ia t e and co nine idental 
wouldn't you say ! I have retained a lawyer for this situa
tion . Hopefully , this case will not end up in court and 
will be settled equitably in the very near future. 
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CCu52o 
As I reflect over the time that I have been in Jemez 
Springs , I am able to see God's loving and guiding hand 
working in my life . This has been painful at times, but 
it has produced growth in my life. I have learned to rely 
upon God - by turning my will and life over to His care 
at least daily - and this has helped me to develop a 
personal relationship with Him. Also, I see myself as a 
beautiful person - this is accomplished by developing a 
p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e to ~va r d my s e 1 f and 1 if e • No , I h. ave n 1 t 
forgotten about my failures and shortcomings - I just don ' t 
dwell upon them and let them be a destructive element in 
my life. The bottom line of this experience is that it 
has been a positive , growth and health producing one . 

On May 23rd , the final hearing of my case will be had. 
After it is finished and closed , I will be looking for a 
diocese in which to minister, since I don't believe that 
I can actively minister in the Diocese of Joliet until 
the statue of limitations is reached. I will beep you 
informed concerning this matter. 

With all best wishes and praying for you be name in my 
daily Mass , I remain, 

Yours in Christ, 

John· C. Slolm 
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PAUL A . M CL£ NN0N 

PAUL A . MCLEN NON,J R. 

THOMAS P. MCLE NN ON 

Rev. John Sloan 
Foundation House 

McLENNON LAw OFFICES 
109 N . C RO S S S T R E ET - P . O . SOX 6 48 

WHEA.TON1 IL 60189 

(312) 6S3· 1200 

Aprill7, 1985 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

Dear John: 

COOK COUNTY OrFICE : 

McLENNON, NELSON & NUOO, P. C . 

2 00 S . P R O SPECT A V ENUE 

PARK RIDGE , ll 60068 

On May 23rd, 1985, our matter here iii DuPage should be concluded. 

As you know, there is an outstanding fine plus court costs which must be 
paid prior to May 23rd, so that you will not be required to appear in court. Also, 
as you know, I have to furnish a report from Very Rev. Michael E. Foley. 

Please forward your check payable to me to cover the fine and costs in 
the amount of $700.00 at your earliest convenience. 

Hope this finds you in good health. Keep up the good work. 

Personal regards, 

Paul A. McLennon, Sr. 
PMcL/mm 
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Reverend John Slown 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

Dear John, 

May 23, 1985 

Many thanks for your letter. It was good to hear 
from you. I hope that you have recovered fully from 
your accident. It is a coincidence that I am dictating 
this lettec on the same date that your case should be 
concluded. I am presuming tha t will go well. At least, 
I have no indications that i t will no t . 

As f a r as the parents go, my dealings with them 
were through Dan Ryan. It was Dan who informed me that 
they were angry enough to want t o pur sue the matter and 
threatened t o do so should you eve r return to t he 
diocese. Aside from tha t , I have no t heard anything 
from them, and I am hoping t hat I will no t . 

I am sure you can understand their fee lings . To 
me they are a natural enought reaction that I canno t 
fault them for it, even though I migh t wish that they 
would be able t o be more forgiving. 

I am cer t ainly wil l ing to help you look for 
another assignment. I n doing so, I want to tell you 
that I would only do s o with the understanding that I 
can be completely honest with the bishop of the 
diocese . I t is what I would ex pee t from him, and 1 do 
not fee l I can do less for him. 

Wha t I would prefer, is that you i ndicate your 
preference and then I would contact the bishop for you. 
I do not want to contact two bishops at the same time . 
In order for me to wri te the bi shop, however, I would 
need to know what parti cular type of work you would 
want to undertake. I would imagine that most bishops 
would want you to work in a parish situation. Would you 
be willing to work as an associate for another priest? 
Frankly, I think that would be the best for you, since 
it would lessen any tension .r strain, but at the same 
time I can realize that being responsible to someone 

I 

:~ ~-- ;~- 53 S' 
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Reverend John Slown 2. 

else is not always the easiest thing for a priest. 

In regard to Santa Fe in particular, let me 
mention that I would not feel comfortable writing to 
Archbishop Sanchez asking for a position for you, with 
the stipulation that it be in Albuquerque. I would 
think that if you are going to apply to a diocese, you 
must be willing to work wherever the bishop feels there 
is a need for you, and not simply where you feel you 
would like to work. 

Since I will be going t o Collegeville with the 
other bishops on the 12th of June, I would appreciate 
hearing from you before then as to your preference. In 
that way, I could speak to the bishop personally about 
your situation. 

I was pleased to read that this has been-a good 
year for you. I have no doubt that you have had much 
time for reflection and have gained significant insight 
into your life patterns. All of that knowledge will 
certainly be of considerable help to you. 

I just thought that perhaps you might also want 
to talk to Mike Foley about where you might go. I would 
appreciate hearing some suggestion from him as to what 
kind of work you should be involved in and where you 
should apply. Perhaps you could also inform me of this 
in your next letter. 

Keep up the good work. Your anxiety about your 
work situation is understandable, but I know you have 
learned to trust in the Lord and his wisdom. You are in 
my prayers each day, and I appreciate yours. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
/ 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

June 5,1985 

553 
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Thank you very much for your letter.I certainly appreciated it, 
Yes, I am fully recovered from my accident - thank God! How
ever, I am still '"1aiting for my car - it has 15een tlm months in 
the repair shop. Then, I have to get the legal aspect of the 
accident taken care of. If it isn't one thing, it is another. 

In discussing me with another bishop, I would want you to be 
open and honest with him about ~e - my strengths and weaknesses. 
I certainly would not want him to receive a letter about me from 
someone in the diocese of Joliet and he have no knowledge of 
what was being said concerning me . I would feel more comfort
abl_e in talking with a new bishop and 'tvorking in his diocese, 
if he new the truth about J o h_n S 1 own • 

In my opinion, I believe the best place feE me would be in 
parish 't·lork. Hy entire priesthood has been in this type of work 
and I have been most successful in it. Hope£ully, I have finally 
learned through the happenings of the past several years the 
benefit of not being a workaholic, lvhich causes tension and 
strain in my life. As far as being responsiole to another individ
ual, - I see no difficulty. Quite truthfully, I didn ' t have any more 
freedom as a pastor that I did as an associate - this could have 
been my own fault, but that is the way it was. 

Jn talking with Mike Foley, he has mentioned that I should get 
b~ck into parish ministry . He also said that he would write a 
letter to you concerning this matter, in that I showed him your 
last letter to me wherein you requested some input from him. 
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As to the preference of where I would like to go, I can only 
take the opinion of a resident at Foundation House, who is 
knowledgeable of some dioceses, especially in California . He 
suggested that my preference should possibly be in thii order: 

1) San Jose, Cal. - Bishop Pierre Dumaine 
2} Monterey, Cal. - Bishop Shubsda 
3) Sacramento, Cal. - Bishop Francis A. Quinn 
4) ~Hami , Florida - Arch-bishop EdHard McCarthy 
5} San Bernadino, Cal . - Bishop F . Straling 
6) Santa Fe, N. M. - Arch - bishop Robert Sanchez 

However , you might know of a diocese that would be better suited 
for me. I would like to stay in the warm climate and need to be 
stationed in an area where there are many A.A. meetings. 

Thanking you for your kindness and considerateness towards me 
and keeping you in my prayers and Masses each day, I am , 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 

(!~ 
John C. Slo~m 
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Most Rev. Robert F. Sanchez, D.D. 
Archbishop of Santa Fe 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
20'~ MORNINGSIDE DR .. S.E. 

AI.BUOUEROUE. NEW ~1EXICO 87l08 

November 22, 1985. 

Rev. John Slown 
Nativity of the B . V .M. Parish 
9502 Fourth St., NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 

Dear Father S!own, 

May God's Peace and Love be with you! 

AREA CODE 505 2fl8-?572 

With the advice and consent of our Archdiocesan Personnel Director, 
Father Clay Dennis, and of the Personnel Board, I am pleased herein 
to gran t you the faculties of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and assign 
you in residence (as associate pastor) to Nativity Parish in Alameda, 
New Mexico . This assignment will be effective November 15th, 1985 and 
will continue until t\iay 15, 1986 . 

It is my understanding that at the end of five months, Father Dennis and 
your pastor, Father Ramon Aragon, will meet with you to discuss a poss
ible r enev'la l of your assignment, either to Nativity or another parish, or 
termination of your stay in the Archdiocese. 

Father Dennis has informed me tha t he has met with you and Father 
Aragon and have worked out an agreement that will facilitate your min
istry with the new assignment. 

Your salary will be the base salary for the Archdiocese of $250.00 
monthiy, plus· a monthly allowance of $100 . 00 for car depreciation and 
operating expenses. I would ask you to write your diocesan chancello:· 
and see what f inancial arrangements your diocese might have for auto 
I iabil ity and health insurance - Mass stipends and stole fees will be also 
granted to you according to diocesan pol icy . 

I also want to inform you, · Father, that I expect you to fulfill your cent::-;: .:·: 
obligations with the Servants of the Paracletes in their after-care foiio·,r~? 
programs, and to be in contact with them as ne~ded . This is essentiai 
to your continued ministry in our Archdiocese and is diocesan pol icy. 

In closing, I am pleased to say welcome to the Archdiocese of Sant Fe 
and I hope that in the near future you will drop by my office for a shor": 
v isit. Again, it will be a pieasure to have you ministering among us a::-.d 

- ~-.~;; 
~ •. ...,.4· 
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I sincerely pray God's blessings upon you in your personal life 
and future ministry. 

Fraternally, 

~/.~~~ 
Robert F. Sanchez 
ARCHBISHOP OF SANT 

cc: Rev. Ramon Aragon 
Rev. Donald Starkey 
Rev. Bill Perri 
Rev. SAbine Griego 
Rev. Clay Dennis 
Most Rev. Joseph L. I:nesch, D. D. 
file 
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9502 FOURTH STREET, N.W. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87114 

898-5253 

December 3,1985 

Most Rev . Joseph L. Imesch,D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch : 

By the time that you receive this letter, you will have received 
a copy of the letter sent to me by Archbishop Sanchez . For over 
four months, I prayed t hat if it was God ' s Will, I would be able 
to get back into parish ministry and particularly into the ministry 
in Albuquerque, New ~exico. Well , my prayers have been answered . 
I was assigned to Nativity Parish in the north end of Albuquerque -
about 8 miles from the center of the city . The parish has around 
1500 families , mainly Spanish. However, they do speak English. At 
this point of time , I am very happy and pleased to be ministering 
in this parish . 

Last June, you stated to me that you ~•ere financially responsible 
for me . For the last four and a half months , I have been l i ving 
off of my savings. I was wondering if you could possibly give me 
some financial compensation for this period of time. Also , as 
stated in the letter of Archbishop Sanchez , I wanted to know if 
you would be able to take care of my diocesan health insurance -

'~the insurance that I presently have with Joliet- and possibly my 
,~ auto liability insurance. I realize that I am not working for the 

I~ V"" Diocese of Joliet, but I am ~vorking for the Church. Maybe some 
·~ arrangement could be made until I am incarnated into the Archdiocese 

of Santa Fe or another diocese. 

Once again, I thank you very much for all the kind considerations 
that you have afforded me . If I had to do it over again, I pray 
that my life would be different . But , I truly believe that God 
wanted it the way that it has unfolded . I remember that when I first 
went to my pastor and told him of my desire to be a priest, he told 
me that I should go to the Diocese of Tucson, Arizona . His reason 
for this was that the Archdiocese of Chicago wouldn ' t accept me 
because my father was not a Catholic and also that I was an illegi
timate child - such Christian views that the Church held in the past. 
Isn ' t it interesting that God has led me to the area that my pastor 
first suggested I go. I am happy about this and hope that I will be 
able to be a credit to the Church as years go on. 

With all best wishes and prayers , I remain , 

Chr
1
ist/.d 

A>-'riJA/ (f! _Atf~n/ 
John C. S~own 
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December 12, 1985 

Reverend John Slown 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
9502 Fourth Street, N.W. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114 

Dear John, 

I received your recent letter as well as the one 
from Archbishop Sanchez appointing you to the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary parish in Albuquerque. I 
know how pleased you must be with this assignment and I 
share your joy. Frankly, I was wondering what had 
happened to you, since I had not heard from you since 
our visit in June. I was under the impression that you 
were going to contact me, and I suppose you were given 
to understand that I would be in touch with you. 

1 did not know that you were not receiving any 
income during these past months, since 1 was under the 
impression that you were still working for the Servants 
of the Paraclete. Enclosed is a check in the amount of 
$1,600 to assist you with your expenses during these 
past months. 

You will continue to be carried on our diocesan 
health insurance plan and your auto liability insurance 
will be covered by the diocese to the allowable limit. 
I would suggest that you write to Father Frederick for 
a reimbursement for the automobile liability. The 
diocese will also make the $1,000 annual pension 
premium for you so that you will continue to be 
associated with our pension program. These benefits 
will remain in effect until the time of your evaluation 
in Santa Fe next June. At that time I think these 
benefits should be reevaluated. 

You mentioned the possibility of being 
incardinated into the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
Archbishop Sanchez's letter did not mention that 
possibility, and I was wonderi~g if you had broached 

J 
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that matte r with the archdiocesan offici al s . I f you do 
intend to seek inc ard ina t i on there, I would think it 
would be a good idea t o speak t o t he chancery personnel 
about it. 

Since I pr obably won 1 t get t he c hance t o wr i t e 
to y ou before Christma s , l e t me offer you my best 
wishes and promise of prayers for t hi s holy season. I 
know t ha t be ing i n a par ish to celebra te t he l itur gy on 
Chr i s t mas will be a specia l joy fo r you . May t he Lor d 
bless you in your new minis t ry and allow you t o serve 
His people w~ t h t he great zeal that you have al way s 
exhi bi t ed . 

Sincerely in Chris t, 

Mos t Kevec e nd Joseph L. Imesch · 
Bishop of Jolie t 

I 



Released April 2014

, 

( 

F~.!._~~~ SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO.~ 

Most Reverend Rober t F. Sanchez, D.O. 
Ar c hbishop of Santa Fe 
202 Morning s i de Drive, S.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 8 7108 

Dear Bob , 

J anuary 28 , 1986 

No sooner had 1 ma i l ed you my l ast let t er, t hen 
I r emembered our conversat ion i n regard t o Father John 
Slown. I we nt back and looked a t t he c orrespondence 
from him , and also your l e t ter of November 22nd to him. 
Your l etter s t ated t hat a ft e r Ma y 15 t h a dec is i on would 
be made 1n re6aca to renewing his a s s ignmen t at 
Na ti vi ty , or ass 1gni ng him to a no tne r pa r ish , or e ven 
termina t ing his stay in the Ar chdiocese . 

John wro t e me 1n t he early part of December . de 
was asking a bou t t he Diocese o f J o l 1et picking up hi s 
heal t h insurance and also his au t omobi le i nsurance . I 
agreed to do th1s f or him . He then went on to say that 
he hoped Jol1et would do thi s for him " ... un t i l I am 
incardinated 1nto t he Archdioces e of Sa nta Fe or 
ano t he c diocese . • , 

I t hink i t was t hi s remark that led me t o 
bel1eve t ha t John f eel s he has a good chance of being 
incardina t ed i nt o Santa Fe . If there i s no in tention on 
your pa r t to i nca rd ina te him, t hen I would hope t hat 
you would find some way to i nform him of tha t before 
May . I bel1eve t ha t he will wa nt t o beg i n l ooking f or 
some o t her diocese before t hat time. 

With a wind c hill factor here of -40 deg rees, I 
am th i nking fond thoughts of Tucson! It was an 
exc e l lent meeting! 

Prayers and best wishes . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

\ 

Most Re~erend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
20"2 ~10R~I~GSIDE DR .. S.E. 

ALBUQ c;ERQUE. NEW ~JEXICO 87lOS 

~fost Rev. Robert F. Sanchez. D.D. 
:\tehbisbop of Santa Fe AREA CODE 505 268--1672 

, 

February 6, 1986 

Most Rev. Joseph L. I mesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
425 Summit St. 
Jol iet, Ill inois 60435 

Dear Joe, 

May God's Peace and Love be with you! 

Many thanks for your two letters . It was good to hear from you twice! 

~ ~ _ { In regard to your first letter I have presented that to our· Archdiocesan 
1 · \ Personnel Board for their reflect ion, discu ssion, and recommendation. 
f As soon as I hear from them I will be in touch with you. 

I ~- - t 
,_I; 

In regard to your second letter I do want to thank you for the copy 
of the article t hat appeared in America Magazine. I also shared this 
with ou r Personnel Board and will mak e copies just for themfor our 
own reflection and discussion . Our Vocation Committee is working toward 
a possible profile and whenever that is completed (if ever!) I will be 
del ighted to send you a copy. 

In regard t o the thi rd item mentioned in your letter t hat regarded Bishop 
John D'Arcy as a possible replacement of yourself on the Ad Hoc Committee 
for Hispanic Affairs, please know that I will begin discussion on this immed
iately. In a sense I hesitate to do so s ince you ha ve been such a fine 
compan ion at our meetings, and a very important representat ive from the 
midwest. You and Paul have made a good team. In any event, I do 
understand your own many commitments, b oth to your diocese as well as 
to t h e Conference of Bishops and I wil l be happy to extend an invitation 
to Bish op D'Arcy, inviting him to consider membersh ip on our committee. 
As soon as this is completed you will be informed. Until then, know that 
we deeply appreciate all the time and commitment that you ha ve made on 
behalf of the Hispanic Catholics in our country . May the good Lord continue 
to bless you and del iver you from 1\g sermons. 

Keep up your good work and God bless you! 
./ 

Fraternally , ,..., 

-r-/:J~?-
Robert F.Sanchez 
ARCHBISHOP OF SANTA FE 

(dictated by the Archbishop ; signed by h is secretary in his absence) 
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9502 FOURTH STREET, N.W. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87114 

898-5253 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch,D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Il l inois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

Harch 25 , 1986 

563 

I apologize for not having answered your letter a lot sooner . 
There were a few things that I had to do before writing to you. 

I want to Thank You very much for giving me the check for 
' $1,600.00 . It certainly was most useful in catching up with some 

of my bills. Also, Thank You very much for continuing to take 
care of certain of my other financial responsibilities. 

A couple of weeks ago, I met with Archbishop Sanchez . At this 
time , he informed me that it would take four years for me to 
be incarnated into the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. When looking 
into my case and believing that you have told him a l l about me, 
I can surely realize why it wou ld take so long for my incarna
tion. However, in that God has been so good to me, I have no 
complaints on the length of time it will take for my incarna
tion in t o the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, if this is His Will. 

The past five months have been very growth producing one's for 
me. For during this time, I have put into practice much of what 
I have learned in my two treatment programs. It makes life a lot 
easier to live according to these principles that I have learned. 
A couple of these are that there is no utopia on earth, in 
rectories or in parishes and that I am powerless over others. I 
have learned to do the best that I can and that is all that God 
or 6tbers can ask df me. Therefore, life affords me with peace, 
serenity, and happiness through l iving my life according to these 
principles that I have learned. 

As we enter int o this great Holy Week, I hope that you will find 
it to be a time of spiritual enrichment for yourself and God's 
People in the Diocese of Joliet . To say the least, I am looking 
forward to it myse l f. You can be assured that you and your intentions 
will be remembered in my Masses an\ prayers during this sacred time. 

Wishing you a most Blessed and Joyous Easter, I remain, 
j 

Y~ours in Chri~t, 

~~~tcCdZ/ 
R nd John C. S l own 
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April 8, 1986 

Reverend John C. Slown 
Nativity of t he Blessed Virgin ~ry Church 
9502 Fourth Street, N.W, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114 

Dear John, 

Many thanks for your recent letter. I was pleased t o hear 
that everything is going well for you. 

Yo~ mentioned that incardination into the Archdiocese of 
Santa Fe will take four years. That is the same policy '~e have 
here in the diocese for men who ~nsh to be incardinated. I 
thinK it is only right that t he Bishop and the diocese have a 
sufficient opoortunity to come to know the priest who is re
questing incardination. 

While I did have the opportunity to talk to Archbishop 
Sanchez about your request for incardination -while I ~-tas with 
him in Tucson f?r a few days earlier this year, I did not go 
into any specific s with him about your case. I only menti oned 
to him that you were under the impression that you might be 
incardinated into Sante Fe in June of this year. As I recall, 
he .old me that he ~rould look into t he matte r, out that he 
doubted that you would be incardinated at that time . Evidently 
my conversation ~·lith him prompted him to look into your request 
and finally determine that you would be accepted as a candidate 
for incardination. 

While four years might seem like a long time, I would look 
at it from a positive view, namely that t hey have now accepted 
you as a candidate for incardination. The rest will be in your 
hands and I have no doubt that you will do well. This offers 
you a new opportunity to prove your value as a minister. I ' m 
sure with the grace of God and your otqn eff orts you will be 
successful. My prayers will be with you. 

Finally, a belated Easter greeting to you. 11ay you enjoy 
the blessings of this holy season, \ 

J 
Sincerely tn Christ, 

Host Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Most Rev. Roben F. Sanchez, D.D. 
Archbishop of Santa. Fe 

April 24, 1986 

Arch diocese of Santa Fe 
20'J ~IOR:-il~GSIOE OR .. S.E. 

AJ.BGOUERQUE. :-;EW !>tEXICO 87108 

Rev. John Slown 
Nativity of the B. V .r\L Parish 
9502 Fourth St. ,N W 
Albuquerque, I'IM 871lq 

Dear Father Slown, 

May God's Peace and Love be with you! 

The Archdiocesan Personnel Board has r~-.:ommended to me, as well 

565 

as Father Clay Dennis, Director of Personnel, and I concur, that foi
personal reasons of which you are aware, your ass ignment ar Nativity 
Parish is terminated as of this date. 

I understand that the Paraclete Fathers at Jemez have made you and 
offer for a place to reside and I would urge you to accept. l would 
ask yolt to vacate ycur quarters at Nativity Parish Rectory upon re
ceipt of this letter. 

Thank you, Father Slown, for your pastorBI ministry at Nativ ity Parish 
for the past six months. We are grateful to you. 

Wishing you the Lord's blessings, I am, 

Si::#~L -
Robert F.Sanchez -· ~ 
ARCHBISHOP OF SAt-n6/ 

C". ~ . 1\tlost Rev. Joseph L. lmesch, D. D. 
Rev. Clay Denn is 
Rev. Sabine Griego 
Rev. Donald Starkey 
Rev. Ramon Aragon 
Rev. William Perri,s . .P.. 
file RECEi ·;::::; ' .. . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE May 1 , 1986 

RE : Reverend John Slown 

After rece1v1ng the attached letter from 
Archbishop Sanchez I cal l ed Jemez Spr ings . I spoke with 
Father Michael Foley and Father \-lilliam Perri about 
John . Father Perri told me that about two weeks ago 
John returned from an Aften('are Program in St. Louis 
and showed up a t the rectory with a six - pack. He 
proceeded to get drunk. The next morning at Mass, he 
swore at a family in the front row, using a word that 
is quite popular. 

Archbishop Sanchez removed John from the parish 
at this point. John called Father Perri, who told John 
that he would not welcome him back at Jemez Springs. He 
asked him how he could possibly have returned from an 
AfterCare Program for alcoholics and immediately begin 
to drink. John had no reasonable response. Father Perri 
feels that John is arrogant and was simply saying to~ 
everyone who has tried to help him, that he doesn't 
really care about their help. It \vas Father Perri ' s 
suggestion to John that he go find a job. 

I asked Father Perri what my response should be 
to John v1hen he \'lri tes, which I imagine he \vi 11 . He 
suggested that I not give him any financial assistance. 
Father Perri feels that John is independently wealthy, 
and he probably is. Father Perri says that I should 
suspend him from performing any priestly duties. 

Father Perri thinks that it is necessary for 
John to hit bottom and ask for help, before he wi ll be 
able to do anything for himself. And so it goes! 

cc - Bishop Roger Kaffer 
Reverend William Donnelly 
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Most Rev . J oseph L . Ime s ch , D . D . 
Chanc e r y Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet , I llinois 60435 

Dear Bi shop Imesch : 

July 1 7,1986 

- . , 

Thank you very much for your card on the occasion of my 27th 
anniver s ary of ordinat i o n to the priesthood . Also, thank you 
very mu c h for your prayers , as I can a l \vays use them . Your 
kindne s s and thoughtf ul ness are most app r eciated by me . 

567 

At the end of April , I met with the pastor of Nativity of B. V. M. -
Father Aragon , with the head of the archd i ocese ' s personnel 
board - Father Clay Dennis , and with Father Paul Lyons, s .P . , 
whom I have known for a few years . As for Father Lyons, I feel 
that he had no business at the meeting. During the meeting Father 
Dennis asked me why I hadn ' t told him that I had the decease 
of " !1an ic- d epr es s ion". He asked me in such a way as to ind i cate 
that I had hid this fact from him and h i s tone of voice and 
at t i tud e was like I had the decease of " AIDS " and had del i ber ately 
not to l d him about it . Father Aragon and Father Dennis wa nted 
me to stay at Nativity of B.V . M . . It was Father Lyons , who in
flunced the decision that I should no longer stay at the par i sh. 
He felt that I '~as not taking care of my " manic - depression" by 
taking my medicine or having lithium blood level tests taken 
at p r oper intervels . This is untrue . Since coming to Denver, I 
have spent $140 . 00 to see a doctor - psyc hiatrist and to have my 
blood l evel checked . It seems to me that the main reason fo r my 
contract not being renew·ed at Nativity of B . V.M . was my "manic 
depres sion". As I perceiv e it ; this is one of the basic problems. 
I migh t mention that t h i s meeting lasted no more than twenty 
minutes . 

I still r emember when I was assigned to Nativity Parish that 
Father Dennis stressed t o Father Aragon and myself that the biggest 
problem between a pastor and his associate was " communicat i on". 
For the first six weeks that I was in the parish , Father Aragon 
never s poke to me . I would bid him the time of day or sp e a k t o 
him, and I never rece i ved a response. Af t er tha t period o f time , 
he wo uld answer me if I spoke to him . He r a r e l y ever at e with me . 
Also , ther e was a perma nent deacon living in the rec t ory -
Deacon Julian Sanchez . He had problems . Some mornings , he would 
speak to me and other mo r n i ngs, he would not speak unti l several 
hours l ater . He also never ate with me . As you can see , this was 
not the hea l thiest situation in which to l i ve . Yet , desp i te it 
all , Father Dennis told me that I had don e a " par excellent" job 
in ministe r ing to the people of Nativity Parish . Father Ar agon 
had to ld him to tell me t his positive remark , Rven at the end, 
Father Aragon was unable to " communicate" t his compliment to me . 
As I s ee i t , if commu n icat i o n had exi sted i n the recto r y , I wou l d 
still be a t Nativity Pari s h, 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 568 
Re~acte<l April 2013 • 4/9/13 2 

Released April 2014 
~ -' .-; .~ 55t 

There is one more point that I would like to make . Upon hearing 
that I would be assigned to Nativity Parish , I mentioned it t o 
a priest from the Archdiocese of Santa Fe . He had been an 
associate at Nativity Parish a few years earlier . After six months , 
he moved out of the rectory because of the living conditions . 
(Since Pather Aragon was pastor no associate lasted more than 
two years at the parish . ) He told me not to go to Nativity Parish 
because the pastor - Father Aragon was gay and an alcoholic , as 
well as Deacon Julian Sanchez . ! conveyed this message to Father 
Dennis and asked to go to Belen , N. H . , which was a place that 
I could go . Father Dennis told me that it was best that I tr y 
living and working at Nativity Parish. So , I said yes . The rectory 
living was a disaster , but the people were beautiful . In the short 
period of time that I was at Nativ i ty Parish , the majority of the 
people loved me , and I l oved them . 

When I found myse l f out on the street - a situation tha t I n ever 
thought would happen to a priest - I called my sister in Denver, 
Colorado and asked her if I could stay with her for a period of 
time . She said yes . So , E packed up and went to Denver . I have 
been here since the beginning of lfay. I am working a few hou r s 
each week in the off i ce of t he condominiums where we live . I t is 
not the t-rork that I desire nor that I uas trained for . However , 
it occupies some of my time and makes the days go by fairly fast . 
It also gives me money for gas and cigars . I am a l so attending 
several AA meetings each week, which helps me to keep sober and 
to have a positive and wholesome attitude towardslife with all 
that I have just gone through . 

It is my hope and prayers that I can get back into the active 
ministry once again . I was wondering if you could help me get 
into the Archdiocese of Denver , as my sister and my niece a n d her 
fami l y live here . In A. A . meetings, the saying goes that God shuts 
one door on you , but always op e ns another . I do hope and pray 
that He will open the door for a new way of life for me, as a 
priest in the Archdiocese of Denver . 

Thanking you very much for your understandingness and concern 
for me , I remain , 

/ 
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Reverend Paul Lyons, s.P. 
Ser van ts of the Parcalete 
Villa Louis Martin 
Jemez Springs, N.M. 87025 

Dear Father Lyons, 

July 22, 1986 

The other day I received th is letter from Father 
John Slown. This does not exactly correspond to what 
Father Michae l Foley told me on the phone some months 
ago . I would appreciate it if I could have your 
comments on John's l etter. 

May I also ask you if you think it would be wise 
for me to seek comments from father Clay Dennis and 
Fa t her Aragon. I would apprecia te your advice. 

Enc. 

Prayers and best wishes. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

) 
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MEMORANDUM August 8, 1986 

TO : Reverend Wi lliam Donnelly 

FROM: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

Please write a l etter to Father Clay Dennis, 
Director of Personnel in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
and inquire abou t t he circumstances of t he termination 
of Father John Slown from his assignment at Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Parish in Albuquerque. 

Most Reve rend Joseph L. Imesch 

\ 

C~0S53 
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August 8, 1986 

~ -- -·· --- - -

Dear John, 

My apologies for my delay i n responding to your 
letter of Jul y 17th. I have been away for awhile and 
there i s quite a backlog of correspondence. 

John, I need a clearer picture of what lead to 
, your leaving Santa Fe. In April, I received a copy of a 

letter wh ich Archbishop Sanchez sent you terminating 
your assignment at Na tivi t y Parish. \~hile the letter 
does not give any reason for your terminatio n, t he fact 
t hat it took ef feet upon receipt causes me t o _wonder 
what were t he circumstances which caused such an abrupt 
termina tion. 

Your letter indicates that the difficulty 
centered around the rectory si tuation . I can certainly 
believe that you were in a tense situation, but t he 
Archbi shop's ac t ion seems to indica te that the fault 
lay wi t h you and not with t he pas tor . It would seem to 
me that if the di ff icul ty were solely with t he rectory 
si tuation, then the Archbishop would have f ound another 
assignment for you. 

I would a ppreci ate it i f you would send me an 
account of what t ranspired at the parish. I will 
contact Father Clay Dennis and Father Paul Lyons t o 
obtain their commen ts about your termination. 

I am sure that doi ng pert-time work in the 
office of t he condominiums is not very appealing. I 
hope that a clarifica tion of your termination will lead 
to the pass ibi 1 i ty of minis try in the Archdiocese of: 
Denver. I was pleased t o hear that you are attending AA 
meetings regularly. You know how important that i s for 

/ 
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you and how helpful. Be assured of a daily remembrance 
in my prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Mos t Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

' 
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Reverend Clay Dennis 
Di rect or of Clergy Personnel 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
Chancery 
202 Morningside Drive, S. E. 
Albuquerque. NH 87108 

Dear Father Dennis: 

August 11 , 1986 

In the name of Bis hop Joseph Imesch, I am seeking i nformation 
on the exact circumstances surrounding the terminati on of Father 
John Slown's assignment at ~ativity of the Blessed Virgin Parish 
in Albuquerque ~ New Mexico, earlier this year. 

On April 24, 1986. Archbishop Sanchez wrote to Fat her Slown 
informing him that his assignment had been terminat~d , but did not 
give any detailed information for this action. Bishop Imesch has 
written to John himself to obtain this information, but so far is 
still in the dark a~out this action . Could yoc possibly give 
Bishop Imesch a more detailed explanation of t~e reasons why F~her 
Slown's assignment was terminated? John is seekin~ an assignment 
in another niocese out West, but Bishop Imesch wi ll in no way ~ive 
his approval to this proposal until he knows t he full details of 
what happened iu Albuquerque. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter , I am 

WED:du 

Sincerely yours in Christ , 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 

\ 

/ 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

FROM: Reverend William E. Donnelly 

RE: Reverend John c. Slown 

I spoke to Father Clay Dennis who serves as the priests personnel 
Director in Santa Fe Diocese. I wish to clarify again the situation with 
Father John Slown when he was assigned to Nativity BV}t Parish in Albuquerque. 

ln talking to me. Father Clay seemed to totally reverse most of 
the statements made in Father Slown's letter to Bishop Imesch. 

1. Father Ramon Aragon is one of the most respected priests in 
the Sante Fe Archdiocese. He bas been a member of their Personnel Board 

' and is a recovering alcoholic himself. Father Aragon stated that John 
Slo'm could sometimes be a bear b1 the rectory and be extremely rude 
and uncommunicative , especially if any amount of alcohol was mixed with 
the drug lithium which he was suppose to take. 

~fuile Father Aragon was moved to a new parish, ~his was done 
not as a punishment but rather to open new possibilities in ministry. 
A pastor in a pariah died. and the Bishop and t he Personnel Board wanted 
to install a team ministry of an older and a younger man to be.gin to 
revi talize the parish and open up new possi bilities. They advertised 
in their usual menner but no one seemed to come forward, but finally 
Father Aragon wrote a very lovely letter offering to take on this new 
responsibility if it would be of help to the Archbishop. He was, 
therefore, transferred along with a younger man and has been doing 
excellent work in this new parish. 

2. ~~en John was appointed to Nativity, it was made extremely 
clear to him that under no condition was he ever to take any alcohol 
whatsoever. !Ie was also expected to join AA and be faithful in attending 
meetings. By John's own ad1Diss1Dn he had at least a few beers now and 
then if not more. Father Aragon said that on several occasions John 
would bring a six-pack home; Father Aragon did n.ot want to come down 
too harshly on Mm at first hoping that he would take seriously the 
efforts being put forward to help him. Unfortunately, this never 
occurred. John seemingly did join an AA group but only in the last 
month of his assignment at Nativity. Father Dennis said that there was 
an AA group in the parish itself, but that John didn't go to these 
meetings uutU the very end. 

/ 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 575 
Redacted April2013 ·419113 

MEMORANDUM - Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
Page Two 

3. Father Dennis mentioned again the uncalled for remarks 
that Father John used from the altar one day. It is interesting 
that these remarks are not mentioned in John's letter to Bishop 
Imesch. 

4. John mentioned that when he was transferred several 
parishioners wrote to the Personnel Board asking that be be allowed 
to stay. Father Clay does remember that one of the parishioners, 
the head of the AA gr oup at the parish. did aontact him and request 
that John be allowed to stay s ince they felt that maybe now at last 
he was beginning to admit his problem and t hey hoped to be able to 
help him. However. i t was perceived that this was too littl~ too 
late and that John had t otally ignored all other i ndications, and 
aad yet to really admit he was 5uffering from alcoholism. 

5. Father Clay also said that John Slown told him that the 
Bishop of Jol iet had completely written him off and t hat he could 
never return to the Joliet Diocese. When Father Clay asked i f the 
Diocese of J oliet could at least pick up Father Slown's health 
insurance, since the parish would be paying him a salary and car 
allowance, John again mentioned that he didn't t hink he would even 
bother to WTite sinee the Di ocese bad washed i t s hands of him. 

6 . Father Clay mentioned thats perhaps, Father Bill Perry 
of Jemez Spr ings could provide even more background. Basically 
however, the materials that Father Slmm mentions in hi s letter 
to Bishop Imesch seem to be totally r eversed and John is projecting 
on to Father Aragon his own difficulties and problems. 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 

\ 
I 



Released April 2014

I 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NG.~ 0~@ 
Redacted Apnl2013 -419/13 

ME?-10RANDUM 

August 28, 1986 FROM: Reverend William E. Donnelly 

RE: Reverend John Slown 

On August 27th, Fat her Clay Dennis , the Chancellor of the 
Sante Fe Archdiocese, called in response to my letter inquiring about 
the reasons for Father Slown ' s dismissal from Nativity Parish , 
Albuquerque. 

Father Clay said that the Archdiocese had entered into a verbal 
agreement with the Paraclete Fathers to provide three assignments as 
half- way houses for men in their program. The understanding was that 
the people appointed would still be involved in the House of Affirmation 
progr ams and after-care workshops . John was assigned to Nativity, a 
parish which is 85% Hispanic, in Albuquerque, in December, 1985. He 
lasted about five months until May when a joint decision was reached 
between the Archdiocese and Father Paul Lyons, of the Affirmation 
House, to terminate this assignment. 

The pastor, Father Ramon is himself an alcoholic and has AA 
groups in the parish which meet regularly. Father Ramon said that 
Father Slown never seemed to stop drinking from the moment he arrived.}( 
At first, Father Ramon tried to overlook this, hoping that he would ~ ~ 
eventually take hold in these new surroundings and become more . respon
sible and cooperative with AA treatment. However, this never seemed 
to occur. Even though John was also suppose to be taking some drug 
(lithium?) to control other behavioral problems, the alcohol totally 
negated the effect of this drug. There were behavioral changes, 
noticeable to the staff in the parish. In fact, on returning from 1/ 

St. Louis, after attending an after-care workshop, Father Slown ~-
openly brought into the rectory a six- pack of beer. ~\ 

At this point, Father Ramon felt it was useless to try and 
talk to John on his own; he asked Father Dennis to meet with all of 
them to discuss what could be done. Even at this point Father Ramon 
didn't want John to leave, but merely to get the help he needed . 

X 
There was at least one startling episode involving two 

weddings that were scheduled back-to-hack in the parish . It seems 
that Father Slown got very vocal in his anger at one of the families 
for either arriving too early or staying too late. The deacon at 
the parish heard this exchange and was greatly appalled at it. 

I ~ 
I 

Finally , in May when Father Paul Lyons arrived for a on-site 
visitation, it was agreed by the Archdiocese and the House of Affirmation 
that John had breached his contract continually and would have to go 
to Cherry Valley, California. John refused and went to Denver instead 
and Father Dennis has no further inform~ion. 

He did add that about a weekjifter the contract was terminated, 
Father Slown wrote to him asking if fie could be reinstated at Nativity. 
By that time the Personnel Board and the Archbishop had decided that 
under no conditions could this be done. 
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Most Rev . Joseph L. Imesch , D.D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

September 30,1986 

Thank you very much for your letter and prayers. They meant 
a lot to me, 

First of all, I never was given a definite reason for my ter
mination at Nativity of B . V. M. Father Aragon, Father Dennis, and 
Father Lyons met together before seeing me . When I was asked to 
com;- into the room, the dye had been cast - my services at Nativity 
of B.V . M. were terminated. There was no discussion on any issues. 
Father Dennis asked me if I ftad dranlt while I was in the parish. I 

( stat e d t ha t on a f e ~., o c cas ions I had drank a coup 1 e o £ beer s . (I 1 v e 
\ had nothing since leaving there , } He said that this would not have 

stopped me from staying at Nativity o f B. V.H. Then he asked_ me why 
I had not told him that I had the disease of manic-denression. I 
thought that I had told him about it when he first interviewed me. 

fore I could say anything, Father Lyons said that I hadntt taken 

577 

re of this disease. He stated that when I was at a June 1985 After
care Program at St . Michael ' s in St . Louis , he had me see the psy
chiatrist that I had when I was there in treatment . He said that the 
psychiatrist stated that my lithium level was low . This doctor never 
took a blood lithium test - the onl y valid way of finding out whether 
one ' s blood lithium level was low - normal - or high. Just a month 
previous to this Aftercare Progran , a psychiatrist - after taking 
a blood lithium level - said that my lithium level was normal . My 
lithium blood level has never changed this radically in a month~ 
time. Therefore, in that I wasn't given any reason for my termina
tion, I am unable to give you a reason for it. This should tell you 
why I felt so hurt, disturbed, and dismayed at the whdle situation. 

Secondly, you asked me for an account of what transpir~d at the 
parish . I will start with the rectory. It basically was a cold, nega
tive , lonely and uncommunicative place to live.! feared each day to 
speak to the pasto r or the deacon . I never knew what kind of a r e 
sponse I would receive . Usually ~vhen talking or asking Father Aragon 
anything, I was answered with a loud rough and gruff voice . I felt 
it was most demeaning to me as a person . I also feared to go to bed 
each night, as on several occasions some,ne would knock on my door 
at the late hours of the night . I would not answer, but it was frigh
tening . Something that I never experi~ced before in my life . Also, 
on several occasions , Deacon Julian would have one or more teenagers 
c~eep overnight in the rectory. When this would occur , I would go 

my room and stay there until the next day. A great way to live in 
- rectory,Bishop - wouldn ' t you agree ! 

Next , I heard all the confessions each week . The pastor heard one 
hour at Christmas and at Easter . In that there was no Catholic 
school in the parish , the confessions of the First Communicants in 
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~.C . D. was left up to me, as well as the confessions of grades 4th -
~h in C. C.D. I took funerals and did other parish work as the pastor 

indicated . 

There were two situations that occurred that were upsetting to me. 
The first situation happened a couple of weeks after I arrived. No 
one had told me the procedure of taking up the collection. At some 
of the Masses I had, the collection was taken up after the Prayer of 
the Faithful . On this particular Sunday, the ushers took it up at 
the beginning of the Prayer of the Faithful.! told them to please 
do it quietly as possible. After the Mass the pastor was in t he sa
cristy and yelled at me that I was making his ushers quit. I apolo 
gized to the ushers and that was that. 

As for the second situation, it was at a wedding. Deacon Julian had 
two couples who wanted to have their wedding on the same day and at 
the same time. The couple that wanted me to witness their marriage 
had.confirmed the date and time, It wasn't until a month before the 
we~ding that the other couple realized that they hadn't confirmed 
the date and time of their wedding. Therefore, the second couple's 
wedding had to be worked in the schedule. I was under pressure to 
see that my wedding Mass and pictures were finished in one hour 
and a half. I did my best to do this. When I finished the Mass and 
the couple were leaving the altar , I left to go into the s~cristy, 
I was met by Deacon Julian and the muscians for the next wedding . 
They were blocking my way into the sacristy. I asked them politely 

step aside. Deacon Julian responded with keep quiet. At this 
yoint, I became angry and told them to get out of my way . . If this 
had been you, Bishop, you probably would have felt like I did and 
maybe given them a good boot somewh ere. Maybe it was these two situa
tions that were used for my termination. I don't know. 

From what I could perceive, I was well liked by the people. They 
were friendly to me and responded to my kindness and love towards 
them. After the Saturday night and Sunday Masses, they waited to 
talk and visit with me. When I had the early morning weekday Masses, 
we enjoyed each others company with coffee and goodies after them. 
Also, the people thought enough of me to ask me to be their chaplain 
for a Family Enrichment Weekend at the parish. This I did. It was 
a most enlightening experience for me. They shared their life with 
me and I shared my l ife with them. Furthermore, when the people 
heard that I was leaving , they took up petitions that I stay and 
sent them to Archbishop Sanchez and Father Clay Dennis. It seems 
to me that the peop l e had nothing against me and wanted me to stay 
and continue to minister to them. 

From -.;-That has transpired, Archbishop Sa{\chez evidently was not given 
a reason for my termination. Thus, no re~son could be given to me 
for it, 

Hoping that the material in this letter will be of some help to you 
d thanking you for your kindness in dealing with this situation 
d a remembrance of you in my prayers , I remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

{] .J.: C ~vrJ 
Rev~~ C. Slown 
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r.s . I t seems to me that the bottom line of this whole situation 
is that in June 1986 , Father Ar agon was transferred f r om the 
pastorate at Nativity of B . V. H . to another pastorate in 
Albuquerque and Deacon Julian was transferred from Nat ivity 
of B.V. M. to a parish in Santa Fe , New Mexico . Because of 
this, there is a question that comes to my mind - did the 
letters that the peop l e wrote in my favor and against Father 
Ar agon and Deacon Julian cause their tranfers? 

, 

This experience has only drawn me closer to God. Through it , 
I have appreciated my priesthood a ll the more. It has helped 
me to assess my strengths and weaknesses , as well as my 
successes and failures, as a priest and human be ing . 

\ 
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November 7, 1986 

: ... .. . . . . . . 

Dear John, 

It has t ake n me l onger t han I had hoped to 
r espond t o your letter. The dela y was c aused pr imar ily 
by not being able to get i n touc h with Fathe r Cl ay 
Detmis. His account of your minis try at Na ti vi ty BVM 
Pa r ish in Albuquerque differs subs t antiall y from your 
own version. 

There seemed to be more than a few occasions 
when you were drinki ng while at the parish. One of 
those occasions was immediately af t er you returned f rom 
an Aftercare Program in St. Louis. When you were 
a ppointed to Nativi t y it was made very clear to you 
t hat under no condition were you ever t o t ake a ny 
a l cohol whatsoever. You were also expected to join A~ 
a nd t o be faithful in attending the meetings . It is my 
understanding that you did not join an AA group until 
t he last month of your assignment at Nativity. I am 
a lso informed that you made some uncalled for remarks 
f rom the altar one day . 

Father Clay Dennis told me that you said t hat I 
had " • •• completely wri t t e n you off." When the subject 
of health insurance came up he said t hat you would no t 
even bother to write the diocese for t his coverage 
s ince " ..• the diocese had washed its hands o f him .. : 
,John, I don ' t know j f you actually made t hese remarks, 
but 1 wanted you to kno\.J tha t I have not writ te n you 
o ff. Tbe continued f inancial support of the diocese 
d uring the time you were not in a parish shou l d be 
s uf f icient indica t i on t hat we had not given up on you. 
You con t i nue t o be car c i ed o n our diocesan health 
i nsurance 1 a s you have been ever sinc e you l eft Joliet . 

Your descriptio n o f Father Ar-agon differs 
drast ical l y f r om t ha t o f Fat her Dennis . I am t old 
Fath e r Aragon is one of the mbst r espec t ed pries t s in 
t he Santa Fe Ar chd iocese ancyhas be en a member o f t heir 
Personnel Board . His transfer t o a new pa rish was not 
caused by your l e aving , but rather because of a need i n 
a no ther communi t y to which Father Arago n responded. 
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When you met with Fathe r Dennis and Father Paul 
Lyons at the end of April for a progress eva luation, it 
was decided t hat because you had broken your contract 
wi th the Archd i ocese , by your own admission, that you 
would have t o l e ave t he par ish. You were of fered the 
option o f going t o Jemez Canyon or Cherry Valley, but 
you chose t o go to Denver. 

John , i n v i ew of t he d ifferences in t he account 
of your d i smissal fr om Nat i v i ty, I f eel I cannot 
re~ommend you t o t h e Archbi s hop of Denver. If you wish 
t o approach h im on your own , you are certa i nly free to 
do so . You s hould know tha t a le tter o f rec ommendation 
w ~ ll probably be reques t ed of me, a nd that I will have 

, no choice but to infor m t he Archbi s ho p of your 
d i fficu l ties over t h e past f ew yea rs . It would then be 
his decis i on to accept you or no t. 

Personally, I fee l you s hould contac t t he 
Servants of the Paraclete t o as k i f t he y wou l d be 
willing to accept you at one o f t heir ins titutions. 

Since you are no t presently assig ned as a 
p l·i es t, I am suspend i ng your pries t ly facu l tie~ until 
s uch t i me a s a definite decision is made about your 
f uture . I know th i s is probably a di f ficult letter f or 
you t o read as it i s for me t o \-lr i t e. I n view of wha t 
has trans pir ed I don ' t see h ow I co uld write a pos i t ive 
r ecommendation that you be accepted for an ass ignment 
i n a parish. 

I a m d i sturbed by t he repor t s of your drinki ng 
a t your f o r mer parish . You open l y b roug ht beer i n to t he 
recto~y on more t ha n one occa s i on . I t seems clear to me 
t hat y ou are either unwilli ng o r unable to main t ain 
s obr ie ty, and frankly , I don 't know what is the bes t 
course t o fo l l ow in o r der to help you. I believe I have 
tr i ed t o offer you ass i stance over these past several 
years, but to no a vail. I don 't believe t hat I am 
helping you by con t inu i ng t o offer recommenda tions . I 
think you must make some deci sions yours el f about 
main taining sobriety. I c a nno t help you t o do that, it 
is some t hing you must do for yourself. 

\ 
/ 
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I am certainly pleased to hear that you have 
begun attendi ng AA meetings in Denver and I would hope 
that this wou l d continue. You have much talent and 
abili ty and I hate to see it wasted because of 
alcoholism. You are much on my mind and daily in ~y 
prayers by name. I am hopeful that we will be able to 
r each a mutually sa t isfactory resolution in this 
matter. 

cc.-Bist-up Reger Kaffer 

Sincerely in Chris t, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Iroesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

\ 
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November 26,1986 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D . 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Bishop Imesch: 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 7,1986 . 

It is 
made 

imperative that I clarify some of the statements that you 
in this letter. 
1) I didn't immediately start drinking after returning from 

the Aftercare Program in St. Louis, nor did I walk off 
JC the plane with a six pack of beer in my hands as reported. 
Z) I was attending three to four A.A. meetings each week while 

I was at Jemez Springs. I also attended this number of 
meetings during the entire time that I was at Nativity 
Parish. 

31 The uuncalled for remarks from the altar" were to the 
ushers , who were taking up the collection during the Creed. 
I had no knowledge of this procedure, so I asked them to 
take it up quietly. 

41 In my interview with Father Clay Dennis, I told him that 
to a certain degree I was on my own. At the time of the 
interview, I had been paying my monthly bill to the dio
cese for my health insurance for at least a year. Further
more, I never did say or indicate that the diocese had 
washed its hands of me. 

5) I never stated that Father Aragon was or wasn't respected 
irr the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Bishop, how many times 
was a priest respected by priests and laity but ask the 
ptiests that l ived with him and you got a different picture 
of the individual. Or ho~..r many times \vas a man well re
spected in his community and by his peers, but ask his 
wife and children, who live with him , and you got a different 
picture of him. 

61 When I met with Father Clay Dennis, Father Aragon, and 
Father Paul Lyons, nothing was said about me breaking my 

71 

contrac t with the Archdiocese, In fact, no discussion was 
made concerning a contract when I went to Nativity of 
lvhen I left. 
Yes , Fahter Paul Ly ons told me to contact Father William 
Perri at Jemez Springs. When I called him, he told me 
that I was not welcome at any of their facilities . Thus, 
I went to my sister in Denver. 
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'. :. v' OfJ~ It seems to me that it would have been nice if Father Aragon, 
Father Clay Dennis, and Father Paul Lyons would have discussed, 
dialogued, and communicated with me concerning the facts of my 
situation at Nativity that were given to you. I feel very sad about 
how this whole situation has been handled . But as A.A . has taught 
me - Let Go , Let God . Yes, I am powerless over persons , places, 
and things. 

(

{hat disturbs me very much is the fact that it has been in
sinuated that I was drinking morning , noon , and night - seven 
days a week and was under the influence of alcohol daily. If 
this is true, how could Father Clay Dennis tell me that my 
ministry at Nativity had been par excellence. Knowing what I do 
about alcoholism, no one could have done the work that I did if 

I 

I was daily under the influence of alcohol. It is my opinion 
that there is a confl ict in the facts and the truth . Again, I 
am powerless over persons, places , and things. 

Upon arriving in Denver, I began reflecting over what happened 
at Nativity and other situation. It caae to me that when there 
was extreme tension, stress, or people-pleasing in my life, I 
would use alcohol to anesthetize these feelings. After all, tension, 
stress, and people-pleasing had been a part of my life since I 
was 10 years old . Having realized this fact, I brought it to my 
A. A. meetings - I participate in at least five meetins each week. 
This helped me to accept these feelings and deal with them with-
out the use of alcohol for over six months . My sobriety is 
improv i ng at each A. A. meeting that I participate in. This makes 
me happy and pleased with myself . 

As far as being stripped of my "faculties", it hurt me deeply . 
I hadn't used them since I was in Denver and I didn't intend to 
use them until I received an assignment. However, the thought 
came t o me - "do n ' t k i c k a man ~,r hen he i s down" • I f e 1 t t h a t 
I was down and now I was kicked. Again, I had to say - Let Go -
Let God . After all, the Lord's ways are strange and He knows best. 

The job that I had was only a temporary one . It was terminated 
on Oct. 31st. I was wondering if you could put me on sick leave, 
so that I could receive some financial assisstant in order to 
pay my bills and live. It costs me money to drive to my A. A. meetings, 
medicine for my disease of namic-depression, and the frequent visits 
to the psychiatrist . If you could help me, I would be most 
grateful. 

It is my daily hope and prayers that in the very near future I 
will once again be ab le to get back in to the active ministry . I 
bel ieve that God called me to the priesthood and gave me many 
talents and a great ability to touch the people of God, which I 
have done over the years . It seems to me that it would be a 
waste of what God gave to me, if it were not to be used . 

Hoping that you had a blessed and meaningful Thanksgiving and with 
constant prayers for you , I remain, 

Yours in Chr ist, u/ e .. fo/H/ 
R~rend John C. Slown 
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December 18 , l98G 

- - . . . . 
Dear John, 

I received your letter of November 26th . I don ' t 
think tf,ece is mu-:h to be gained by going in t o a 
point - by - point commen t ary on the 1 s s u es you r a i s ed. 
Some of t he remarks you made are not con t ained in my 
letter and were not said by ~e. 

I think the point to be made about your ministry 
at Nativity is not ho',J often vou drank, but the fa-::t 
t~1at you di.d, aod on 11ure tnan one occasion. fer 
someone who has be~n thcough tie progra11s that yoL• 
have,- t here is absolutely no reason for believing that 
you can drink, even on one occasion. 

I want co ~larify one item concerning your 
health ins ucance. Since Januacy of this year the 
oiocese has been pay1n~ your health insurance . Pr1or to 
that time, since you were employed at Jemez Spring.:.., 
you were responsible for your o~o~n health insurance. I 
just want to ooint out that you have been :.overed by 
tne diocese durin2 all of the time of your treatment, 
except foe t~at time ~he~ you ~ ere employed and earn in: 
a sa1ary . 

As far as removing your fa~ult ies, John , t felt 
t na t I had no choice in that matter. You had beer. 
re::eiving treatment fo-e at least two ye.ars, and whe n 
you finally were given an ass ignment , you were not able 
to maintain sobriety. I don't think i t i.s possible fo ... 
me. to allow you to zont~nue t o function while seeming !; 
litt l e ef f ort is made on your part to maiotaiP 
sotrie t y . I am not implyi ng that your drinking leads t~ 
onmkeness, but I am sayi n~ t hat you have beer: 
de inlctng , and tha t in itself is uoa~ceptable for you, 
as well as f or rue. \ 

/ 

l~ - ~ ·J~6i 
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Your request for financial assistance will be 
directed to the priests' retirement board for a 
decision. That board will not meet again until 
February. In vi ew of that fact I would strongly suggest 
that you find some type of occupation to provide for 
yourself. I do not believe that my providing you with 
money at this time would be beneficial. I think you 
have to accept the responsibility of your actions, and 
in this case it means that your behavior has deprived 
you of earning an income as a priest. 

This is not a very happy letter to write in this 
particular season. I write it with great reluctance, 
but with some degree of comfort, in that the diocese 
has tried to ass ist you for many years at considerable 
expense and has supported you throughout all of that 
time. Now, I think it is time for you to accept the 
responsibility of supporting yoursel f and not - depend 
upon the diocese . The fina 1 decision in that matter 
will be made by the priests ' retirement board. In the 
meantime, I will see that you continue to be carried on 
our health insurance plan. 

Be assured of my prayers f or you daily. Despite 
t he severity of this let ter I have a great deal of 
feeling for you in my heart. Best wishes for a blessed 
Chris t mas . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

I 
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February 13, 1987 

:- ... ,. ... . .. 
Dear John, 

The Priests' Retirement Board met on Tuesday , 
February lOth. One of the i t ems we discussed was your 
request for disability pay . We had a lengt hy discuss ion 
wi t h many pros and cons . The priests were very 
sympathet ic to your situation but they did fee l t ha t 
you have to accept some resp~ns ibility for your 
ac tions. Acco r ding l y , they agreed to send you a check 
in the amount of $2 , 000 to o ffer you some hel p in 
gett ing adjus t ed to you.c presen t situati on . They did 
not authori~e me to provide you with any additional 
funds in the future. You will, however, be kept on our 
hea lth insurance prog r am until such t ime as you obt ain 
employment that offers you healt h be nefits. 

John, I fee l you have been g iven numerous 
opportunities to reclaim your ministry and you have not 
don e so. I know that alcoholism is a difficult di sease , 
bu t I also know that there are a good number of priests 
in our own diocese who are afflicted with the s ame 
illness and have become effective ministers. You have 
had more opportunities than mos t t o receive help wi th 
your illness . 

I am continuing t he suspension of your ! 
facult ies. Should you find a bishop who i s willing to 
provide you with an opportunity to minister, I will be 
more t h an happy to wi t hd r aw my suspension . I would ' 
imagine that any bishop who would be interested in your 1\ 
services would be contacting me, and I would be I 
obligated to tell him of your\pas t history. At the same \ 
time, I would cer tainly not be negative to his offering 
you an opportunity t o min~ter, in fact, I would hope 
that this would be the case. 
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John, I would hope that you would stay in touch 
with me and let me know how things are going and what 
is happening with you. You have a great amount of 
talent, as you know. It would be a shame not to use 
those talents in ministry. I certainly hope that thi s 
would be a possibility. You are in my prayers daily. 

Enc. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

' / 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE March 6, 1987 

RE: John Slown 

I met with John Slown on Wednesday, March 4th. I 
asked him how he was dcing and he said that he was 
surviving . He is not working at his previous job, which 
I think was doing some work in the office of the owner 
of the condominiums where John is staying with his 
sister. He is living with her in the condominium. She 
is a widovl. This arrangement seems to be working out 
quite well for him. 

I told him that I did not feel that his 
prospects for returning to ministry in the future were 
very bright. I suggested that he be in touch with the 
personnel director in Denver, or at least with a priest 
in the area, who would be able to speak on his behalf , 
should he ask for an assignment in the future. I told 
him that with his track record, about \vhich I surely 
would be asked by a receiving bishop, there was little 
possibility that a bishop would be willing to take a 
risk and take John on . I asked him what he thought 
about the possibility of having a future without 
ministry. He said he hoped that would not be the case, 
but that he was willing to accept that, if this is what 
the Lord \van ted. 

I asked him why he had gotten into difficulty at 
his last assignment in Santa Fe. He readily admitted 
that he had been drinking, but that he had stopped 
wi thin a week after he carne to Denver, on his own. He 
was quite proud of the fact that he did not have to go 
to a treatment center in order to stop. He said getting 
away from the parish helped him to realize what he was 
doing to himself and he was able to stop drinking. He 
said that the house situation was absolutely te~rible, 
although he got along well with the people. 

He suggested that perhaps he \vould stay ou~ of 
ministry for a\vhi l e, and then apply to help out on 
\veekend, whi l e keeping his regular job . I told John 
t hat I thought there was little pos sibility of t his 
being acceptable to a bishop . I told him that it 
certainly would not be acceptable to me and I doubted 
that anyone would accept him on those terms . He does 



Released April 2014

( 

FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 592 
Redacted April2013 ·419113 

2. 

have the possibility of a job with the husband of his 
niece, who is starting a business to fix car starters. 
Evidently John would go to various gas stations in 
Denver and solicit business. 

John said he would keep in touch and I told him 
I would do the same and would continue to keep him in 
my prayers. 

He did say that he has placed the two homes in 
Bradley in the hands of a real estate agent and hopes 
to sell them. At the present time one home is occupied 
and the other is not. 

cc-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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~ay 2 7, 1993 

Mr . Johr. Slo!Nn 

Sunday is 34 years of ora~na t ion for you and l 
want to offer you my P'ay~cfu l best ~1shes. I k~o~ that 
yot. anlst .ha;.e Ulcwy i!lct:lOLies or your: mLnistcy and J hope 
t t'1at the: ar-t:: mostly .;ood. 1 \.ant to th.:wl< you foe the 
ca:::s anc ser.'c.e yOI.' 1:--'CC.\>1d(:cl foe so rnauy peopLe uuru;~ 
t ne yea.::s here. 1 hcc-e tr.c.t tnH,g~ <:.r:e gc1ng relatnely 
well tee ycL and t~tat you a(e ln good health . 

82 bssuced cf d daily ctmeillbrance in my 
p~aye=6. Pl~as~ reiliern~er me dlsu. 

S1rcecel) in Chc1st. 

Most R~~eLeod Joseph L. lmesc~ 
Bit:hop of Joliet 

bc-Bisnop Ro~er Katfer 

\ 



( 
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Hay 11, 1994 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTI AL 

John Slown 

Dear John: 

In a 1awsu1t brought by a plaintiff against ~ 
anothec pries t and the diocese, a couct order has .~~ 
entered requ1r1ng the d~ocese to produce any documents 
concerning any clergy which contatn allegat1ons, 
admissions or even inqu1ries about t he sexual abuse of 
cnildren. 

S1nce, as you know, there have be~n such 
allegations, pertinent documents from your file had to 
be turned over. In t h1 s in1tial stage, our attorney 
was able to obtain from t he judge a ruling that the 
names could be deleted of a ll persons i nvolved : 
priests 1 chj ldren and those coming forward ·wi t h such 
allegattons or Inquiries. 

\Je wanted to be sure that you are aware of this. 
There is no need for you to take any act1on at thts 
tirne , bu t you may want to consult Wlth Mr . James Byrne, 
our diocesan attorney, or another attorney about th~s. 

and 
\hth cordial personal 

a promt.se of con t inued 
regards and w1 t h a plea 

mutual prayers always : l 
remain 

RLK :bjd 

Sincerely your s in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Keffer 
Auxil1ar y Bishop of Jol1et 
Vicar General 

' 
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May 6, 2002 

Most Rev. Bishop Joseph L.lmcsch 
B ishop Of Joliet 
425 Summit 
Joliet, 11. 60435-7139 

Your Excellency,: 

000614-. 
-A--

Thank you for meeting twenty second. It was good to be able to talk to 
you in person about the issues me sexually abused by Fr. John C. Sloan. I know that I threw a 
lot of information at you that day, and I would like to clarifY a few things. 

You mentioned that you were surprised that more of Sloan's victims have not come forward. Am I to 
assume that you know of more besides the ones I told you about? I asked you why Fr. Sloan was 
removed from St. Joseph's in Bradley, and you stated that you would have to look in his file for sure, but 
you recall sending him away for treatment and then reassigning him to another parish as an administrator. 

I stated that I have had , and continue to have problems with depression. You asked me how did I know 
for sure that this was related to my ordeal with Fr. Sloan. Did you really mean that your excellency? 
When you asked me what you could do for me, I s tated that I was owed some reparation for what was 
done to me by Fr. Sloan and the Diocese. You asked me what would money do for me? I ask you, your 
excellency, what did it do for the many victims that the Diocese settled out of court with.? ft is already 
a known fact that several victims were compensated for o ut of court. 

When I told you about the many times I have been mentally and verbally abused by your priests, you 
asked me where was my part in a ll of that? My answer to that is, that I am a human being with worth, 
who has worked hard for the church. When someone in a collar lords their authority over me and treats 
me sub-humanly, I have every right to defend myself and my human dignity. Our Lord asks us to turn the 
other cheek, and so I have, many times. Mental and verbal abuse leave scars as well. As a human being 
with dignity, 1 will not be silent and let people walk on me, especially a priest. 

When I left your office that day, you stated that you were not happy with the task that I left you . Did you 
really mean that your excellency? What did you mean? I felt as if what we had just spent two hours 
talking about was dumped right back in my lap. I hope you didn't mean it that way. You stated that you 
would have to talk to your lawyers. I am waiting for their or your response. 

I pray for you everyday your excellency. May tho spirit of truth and honesty make our church whole 
again. 
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April 17, 2002 

Most Rev. Joseph L. lmesch 
425 Summit 
Joliet, IL. 60435-7193 

SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR BY CATHOLIC CLERGY 

Your Excellency, 

I read with great interest your letter in last week's bulletin about sexual abuse of children by the clergy. 
I am a victim of sexual abuse by the Rev. John C. Slovm, who was our Pastor at St. Joseph's in Bradley 
during my junior high years. The abuse occurred while he was there in 1978 until he left. I was not the 
only victim. 

When the Rev. Myles P. White was convicted, I fmally had the courage to come forward to Fr. Joseph 
Butters about the facts. He called Bishop Kaffer, who, through Fr. Butters apologized and set up counseling 
with a The counseling went on for a while, however, the mental and verbal abuse r received 

your priests interfered, and continues to interfere with any resolution I have tried 

We talk about peace and social justice in the church. My questions are; Where is the peace and social justice for 
me? Why did people who were aware of the situation in our parish and school do nothing? 

I would be honored to have the privilege oftalking to you in person about the issues mentioned above. Would 
you please contact me to set up a meeting at your convenience? 
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May 16,2002 

I received your letter of May 6th and want to respond to some of 
your questions. I do not know the names of any young people who were 
involved with Father Slown. Everything I had heard was strictly rumor. You 
are certainly the first person I have talked with who told me you were abused 
by Father Slown. 

When we talked about how you were feeling I simply repeated the 
question that the Diocesan Review Board asks when suggesting counseling for 
victims of sexual abuse. The Board feels that there may be reasons, other than 
sexual abuse, that might call for counseling. I really do not know enough about 
the whole matter to be too specific, but I do remember a member saying that 
sometimes there are familial problems, in addit ion to the problems that arise 
from sexual abuse. I wish you would have asked me that when we were 
together, so that I could have explained myself. I regret that this has obviously 
caused you some concern. 

With regard to~ certainly think the diocese owes 
you something. Again, I wi~ve discussed that when you were 
present. What I was trying to say was that offering money as reparation is not 
a guarantee that you will no longer have problems arising from the abuse. I do 
not think money can solve those kinds of problems. I do not know that any of 
Father Slown 's victims received any kind of compensation. That has certainly 
been given to some victims of other priests, but I think, in those cases, a 
lawsuit was filed. 

I am not in a position to make a judgment about your being 
"mentally and verbally" abused by priests. Basically, I know you have had 
difficulties with some priests, but I do not know the origin of those difficulties. 
I do know that people frequently have differences with their staff people. 
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Perhaps sharp words were said, or something with which a person does not 
agree. Is that always abuse? I suppose one can interpret it as such, but there 
can certainly be differences of opinion especially between an employer and an 
employee, which would not be considered as abuse. As I said, I am not aware 
of all of the circumstances with the various priests you mentioned. I do know 
that there are always two sides to a story and I would presume that the priest 
would have a different version than yours. 

When I referred to the fact that I was "not happy with the task" 
that was left to me, I was simply referring to the fact that I have no idea what 
kind of compensation is just or equitable. How does one judge something like 
that? You gave me no indication what you would consider as compensation. 
When a claim has been settled in the past, I have not been involved in any of the 
negotiations. I think all of the previous negotiations were handled by lawyers. 

presented your situation to the Diocesan Review Board and 
they recommended that one of their members meet with you. In the near future, 
Mr. Tom O'Donnell, will be contacting you to set up an appointment. 

I regret, again, that our conversation caused you some discomfort 
or a lack of clarity. I wish we would have bad the opportunity to speak about 
those issues when you were here. Trying to do that by letter is rather difficult. 

keep you in prayer each day and I am grateful for your 
prayers, as want you to be well and to enjoy the work you are doing and 
the people you are doing it with. Hopefully, that will happen in the future. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop Roger Kaffer 
Bishop James Fitzgerald 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 607 
Redacted April 2013 • 4/9/13 

Released April2014 

called around May 17, I was unable to speak 
led him this afternoon. 

He stated that he was abused by Fr. John Slown during the years 197 4 
and 1975 while in grades 6 & 7 at St. Mary Magdalene School in Joliet. 
His parents pulled him out of the school and he then attended Washington 
School also in Joliet. 

I told him that I was sorry he had to suffer the abuse. 
told him to call to see what might be done. I i 
would bring the matter to the attention of the Rev 
someone from the Committee would be contacting him. 

GJ3617 
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425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 604 35 

8_15-722-6606 

This afternoon I spoke with 
had been abused by Fr. John Slown 

May 28, 2002 

fox B 15-72 2-6602 

stated he 

Enclosed are the notes I took from our phone conversation. I am 
sending them to you prior to our meeting of June 4 so that you could 

person from the Committee to 

May God bless you ! 

Sincerely, 

~tf. ~~~~t&r 
Stster Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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81 5·722·6606 425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 Fo x B 15-722-6602 

May 29, 2002 

This is to confirm our telephone conversation of yesterday in which 
you stated that during the years 1974 and 1975 you were abused by Fr. 
John Slown while a student at St. Mary Magdalene Parish in Joliet. 

Our Review Committee will be meeting next week. Sometime after 
that, one of the members will be in contact with you. 

May God bless you! 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, ra· Ah~-~~/d-'C' 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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.JAMES C. BYRNE 

.). DANIEL M cGRATH, .JR. 

Jeffery 1 Tomczak 

JAMES C. BYRNE & ASSOCIATES 
ArTORbTEYS & CoUNSELORS AT LAw 

815 NORTH LARKIN AVENUE - SUITE 202 

JOLU:T, iLLXNOIS 60435 

July 8, 2002 

Will County State's Attorney 
121 N. Chicago Street 
Joliet, IL 60432 

Allention: Tom Dwyer 
Re: Fr. John Sloan 

Entire Priest File 

Dear Mr. Dwyer: 

. r -

TELEPHONE { 6 15 ) 744-7171 

FAX <8 151 744-717£' 

bl6 
Enclosed are photocopies of the entire priest file for John Sloan, consisting of~ pages, 

with the last p~ge dated May 16, 2002. 

I have also enclosed a Privilege Log identifying the documents withheld on the basis of 
statutory confidentiality, as indicated. 

Father Sloan's last known address, as of December, 2001, is as follows: 

John Sloan 

It is not certain, but possible, that he has been living in Colorado since the end of 1993. 

JCB:pb 
Enclosures (2) 

My best regards, 

James C. Byrne 
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STATE'S ATTORNEY 
COUNTY OF KANKAKEE 

OOG627 

450 1:.<\ST COUR't S'tllEET • K.'NKAKEE, ILLINOIS 60901-3992 
(815) 937-2930 • FAX (815) 9?17·~9~2 

May 17, 2002 

CONFIDENTIAL 

P.O. Box 147 
Ashkum, IL 60911 

Ref: Rev. John C. Sloan 

Dear 

Thank you for your handwritten cover-letter and materials 1 which you dropped off in my 
office yesterday. I think we need the following further information from the Joliet 
Diocese, and I will be requesting further information from other sources by separate 
letters: 

Complete history and particulars on biography, initial assignment and 
subsequent assignments of Father John C. Sloan (E.g., When and where did 
he attend seminary(- ies )? When and where was he ordained? Wh~n we1:s 
he first assigned? When was he assigned to St. Joseph Grade School in 
Bradley, Illinois? By whom was each assignment and reassignment made? 
Complete record of all complaints, whether "founded" as credible or not. 
When and where was he subsequently transferred? Why? All details and 
particulars of assignment(s) out of State? [E.g., Colorado?]. Record of any 
and all internal sanctio(ls? Where is Father Sloan currently located? Copies 
of all complaints of any nature under the possession or control of the Joliet 
Diocese concerning Father Sloan_ 

These requested materials must be on the identifiable signature of a diocesan official 
who can competently testify to the information requested (e.g., diocesan business 
records custodian, under 725 ILCS 5/115-5). Ideally, I would suggest you solicit a 
signed cover-letter from the diocese setting forth the particulars, and asserting that (1) a 
thorough search of diocesan records has been conducted; (2) all requested information 
is attached. A lavvyer's letter simply will not suffice, since I need the identify of a 

1 3-pp typewritten Investigative Report dated 05/16/02 (ISP 1.0. #2972/3666); 1-p letter of 04/17/02; 1-p 
letter of 05..06-02. 
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witness who could competently testify regarding these records, particularly 
assignments out-of-State. 

000628 

At this point I have every reason to believe your direct contact with the diocese will be 
met with cooperation and full disclosure of the requested information, without the 
necessity of a Grand Jury subpoenae. Please feel free to provide the proper diocesan 
official or its attorney with a copy of this letter, which may facilitate your inquirles. 
Thank you for your efforts and cooperation. If l am not mistaken, a Joliet lawyer named 
James Byrne has long represented the Joliet Diocese. 
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425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

The Honorable Michael Orenic 
615 Buell Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Dear Judge Orenic, 

This afternoon I spoke with 
had been abused by Fr. John Slown 

000636 

8.15-722 -6606 
Fox 8 15-722-6602 

May 28, 2002 

o stated he 

Enclosed are the notes I took from our phone conversation. I am 
sending them to you prior to our meeting of June 4 so that you could 
consid ppropriate person from the Committee to 

May God bless you! 

Sincerely, 

~d. da.u<h:,t~ 
S1ster Judith A Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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August 6, 2002 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop Of Joliet 
425 Summit 
Joliet, IL 60435-7139 

Your Excellency, 

In your letter to me of May 16, 2002, you stated that you presented my situation 
to the Diocesan Review Board, and they recommended that one of their members 
meet with me. You stated that a Mr. Tom O'Donnell would be conta<:ting me in the 
near future to set up an appointment. I have yet to be contacted. 

You also stated that ''with regard to reparation, . certainly think the diocese 
owes you something." Your Excellency, you also stated that you" have no idea 
what kind of compensation is just or equitable." 

I stand by my affirmation that the Diocese, as well as others in power, knew that Fr. 
Sloan was a sick man, with a history of abusing others, and innocent victims like 
myself could have been spared this horror. 

I am hereby asking in reparation for the sexual, physical, and mental damages done 
unto me by the Rev. John C. Slown, the sum of one-hundred thousand dollars. 

AUG 1 9 2002 

AUG 1 9 2002 
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August 23,2002 

Dear 

I received your letter and I apologize that no one from the 
Independent Review Committee has met with you. Shortly after I met with 
you I presented your situation in writing to the Review Committee. I was 
informed that one of their members would be contacting you. 

Just after I received your letter I asked whether anyone had met 
with you. For whatever reason, that person was not able to do that, but, I was 
told, that will be done in the next several days. 

I regret that this meeting with you did not happen as quickly as 
either of us thought or expected it would. 

I appreciate your patience and I understand your frustration. 
You are in my prayers and I ask you to remember me as well. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Bishop Kaffer asked have her son get in touch with me 
so that I, in turn, could have someone from the Review Committee meet 
with him so that he could relate what happened to him. 
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May 21,2003 
This morning I spoke once again with 
abuse by Father John Slown at St. Mary 
previous conversation is in Father Slown's file.) 

000644 

C'T':>Tan that he has nightmares and, I believe he said, sexual 
•nl'lr•nn as a result of the abuse. He said that he intended to go to St. 

Mary Magdalene Parish this weekend and tell everyone that he had been 
abused there. 

e would be willing to speak with Sr. Mary Frances 
sistance Coordinator. He replied yes. 

I then called Sr. Ma- message with her, informing her of 
my conversation wit asked her to please call him back 
today and offer him counse mg 1 e would wish. 

- ?tl:r 

er Judith Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Diocese hit with new abuse lawsuit 

Brothers say they were molested in the 1960s 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003 

By Allison Hantschel 
Staff writer 
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Standing on the steps of the Joliet diocese chancery, two brothers announced lawsuits 
against three Roman Catholic priests Tuesday, accusing the trio of abuse. 

The brothers, 
Slown them 
Winfield in the 1960s. 

The - filed a lawsuit against the priests Tuesday morning. 

said the Rev. John 
grade school in 

At times, - said, Slown brought two other priests with him to visit in the 
~amily's home: the Rev. Arno Dennerlein, who was removed from ministry last 
February after a prior abuse accusation, and the Rev. Richard Ruffalo, who died in 1997. 

Slown, convicted of sexually abusing a boy in DuPage County in 1983. described the 
other priests as his friends, - said. 

Slown has left the priesthood and is believed to be living in Colorado. 

"My fo~cious enough to invite them into the home, take care of them and feed 
them,'' --said. "The priest always wanted to say good night to us. That was 
their routine. He'd come into the bedroom and as he was blessing us. speaking gently, 
talking as ifhe was concerned, at the same time he's grabbing us. He's fondling us." 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsindex/15-dsS.htm 10/15/2003 
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The attorney, Jeffrey Anderson, a high-profile lawyer who has filed 000 64 6 
more than 400 sexual abuse lawsuits in dioceses across the country, made a point of 
targeting Bishop Joseph Imesch in his announcement of the suit, though Imesch was not 
ordained bishop of the Joliet diocese until1979. 

"This particular bishop has been operating in denial," Anderson said. "This bishop has 
been operating in deceit This bishop has been lying to his parishioners, to the police, to 
the public and to the survivors (of sexual abuse)." 

Anderson made his first legal foray into Joliet two weeks ago. 

That lawsuit accused a priest- who served time in prison in the 1980s for molesting a 
young girl- of molesting another child more than 15 years earlier. 

Eleven priests were removed from ministry in the Diocese of Joliet after accusations of 
sexual abuse in the past 18 months, but it is Imesch who has been at the forefront of the 
sexual abuse scandal in the diocese. 

He transferred several priests accused of child sexual abuse to new ministries where they 
again had access to children, and two of the priests were accused of abusing again. 
Imesch's attorneys accused people who claimed abuse of being homosexuals, alcoholics 
and liars. 

Last year, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops mandated that all dioceses institute a 
system of training and checks to prevent sexual abuse. The conference also mandated 
that abuse accusations be reviewed by a committee and reported to law enforcement 
agencies, and Imesch said publicly that he supported those measures. 

However, when came before Joliet's review committee and the panel 
determined accusations against him were credible, Imesch said he had "personal 
reservations" about the situation and would "reluctantly" follow the committee's 
guidance. 

He sent Dennerlein's case to the Vatican for further review. 

Anderson's co-counsel, Marc Pearlman, derided Imesch for those words, saying they 
caused his clients wmecessary pain. 

"That should be a major concern for every parishioner with children in the diocese," 
Pearlman said. 

Diocese spokesman John Cullen said Irnesch had the right to disagree with the review 
board, and that the attorneys had presumed Dennerlein was guilty_ 

"These men are 48 and 49 years old making accusations about things that happened a 
while ago," Cullen said. 

Anderson said the diocese and lmesch should be held accountable for their actions in 

http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/dsindex/15-ds5.htm 10/15/2003 
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this and other cases. 0 00647 

"We are starting this legal action to uncover the documents and uncover the deception in 
this diocese," he said. "And if they want to fight, then we're ready to fight them." 

Southtown religion writer Allison Hantschel may be reached at 
ahantschel@dailysouthtown.com or (708) 633-5998. 
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MEMORANDUM 

November 18, 2003 

TO: Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: 

-

142002 
agreed to ontt:>r\/IC'W 

abuse he su ered in the 

was unable to meet 

Review Committee Confidential Minutes) 

o is asking for a settlement because of 
received counseling through the Diocese. 

ng is received as a benefit, hence he 

June 25,2002 
The State's Attorney is reviewing Fr. Slown's file. Mr. O'Donnell will interview 

July 23, 2002 
Matter is still on hold. 

August 13,2002 
Mr. Bryne will speak to Bishop lmesch case. 

September 3. 2002 
Mr. O'Donnell will be meeting wit~t the Chancery this morning. 

September 3, 2002. 
uttered. 

requested 

as requested a sum of money because of the abuse he suffered. The 
determined that for the present, no compensation ought to be given. 

February ~ 9, 2003 
The Committee determined in October ~hould not be given any 
compensation for the alleged abuse. The d~ 
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--_,J0681 

81 5-722-6606 
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May 17, 2004 

I apologize for the long delay between the time you submitted a 
request concerning compensation and this response. I regret that no one 
provided you with any type of response until now. 

After your meeting with Bishop lmesch, you were interviewed by 
Mr. Tom O'Donnell of the Diocesan Review Committee in the fall of 2002. 
Unfortunately, the matter was not pursued as it should have been. 

At the present time, the Diocese is in the process of making a 
comprehensive evaluation of all pending claims, including yours. If an 
amount should be granted, it will most likely not approximate the amount 
you had requested. 

It is expected that the process will take anywhere from four to six 
months. I hope to be in touch with you sometime in September to provide 
you with a status report. 

Again, please accept my apologies for our lack of communication. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~tt-4~/~ 
Si~r Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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OUG68S 

Friday. August 6, 2004 
When I responded to a message left said that 
he did tell his mother and Sister au ne, St. Mary 
Magdalene School, that he had been abused but they did not believe him. 
He wants to believe that Sister Pauline got him out of the situation. He told 
his father and he was beaten. He wants compensation for the abuse he 
suffered: 

ked that I come to his home so that I can see how he lives. I 
to visit him on August 17, 2004. 
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He stated that the abuse occurred while he attended St. Mary Magdalene 
School. He is certain that the principal, Sister Pauline, knew about the 
abuse. To save him from further abuse, she got him out of the school so 
he could attend Washington School for 8th grade. 

Because of his abuse- stated that he should be 
should be given the a~ previously mention 
He went on to say that he himself wants an education an asses 
in accounting so he can balance his books and run his own business. He 

· he was not concerned about himself, but he wants his son, 
to to col • 

At least twice during the conversation I talked about counseling for 
He said that he received my letter and had contacted 
who had given him some names. I urged him to begin cou 
to obtain help for himself. I told him that he should feel free to call me at 
any time, that I also had his phone number, and that it was important that 
we continue to communicate. 

The conversation concluded at approximately 7:45p.m. 

2 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 672 
Redacted April2013. 4/9/13 

. n12o1Diocese of joliet 
f~s> Chancery 

I 425 Summit St. 

UU0687 

8 15-722-6606 
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August 10, 2004 

Please accept my apologies once again for the betrayal of trust you 
experienced when you were a child. I am sorry that your life has been and 
continues to be so painful because of what happened to you so many 
years ago. 

As I stated on the hone counseling is available for you. Although I 
gave number as a resource, I will do so 
again Because of -
experience with and knowledge of qual counselors, s~ 
to provide you with some names of persons who could be of help to you. 
In the event you might wish to check with someone else for a list of 
names, you may contact . Another 
resource would be Provena St. Joseph Medical Center at 

Once you have selected a counselor, please schedule an 
appointment, and then let me know the name and phone number of the 
counselor you have selected. Although you can tell the counselor that the 
bills should be sent to me, he/she will probably need to verify that indeed 
will be the case. 

Be assured of my prayers for a healing that will bring you a 
renewed peace of heart. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~~.?'-tr 
Sisfe'r Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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September 7 , 2004 
This morning I spoke with set up a time he could 
come to the Chancery to s1gn ement papers. He stated that 10:00 
a.m. today would be convenient since he was working in Joliet. 

arrived at 9:30 a.m. We took the elevator to the second 
floor conference room. On the way, he thanked me for getting things 
accomplished for him. He stated that he had talked to others previously 
but nothing ever happened. He also thanked me for listening to him. 

at down at the table. I told him that I had asked a 
secretary to notarize the papers. He began reviewing the pages. When 
he reached the second page, he asked for a pen, and after having read 
each section, initialed the appropriate space. 

Upon ~st page and the area where both of us were to sign, I 
aske~to please wait until the signatures could be notarized. 
Once we had signed and the papers were notarized, I made a copy for 

and then roceeded to the in an envel e. While so 

Our conversation ended because the telephone rang with an important 
long-distance telephone call. 

er Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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MEMORANDUM 

September 11 , 2004 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Bishop Joseph L. lmesch 
Mr. James Byrne 

Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

OU0689 

The abuse occurred when he was in 71h/8tn grade. The school boys 
were curious about the rectory, so they would go over. There Fr. Slown 
would fondle them. They didn't think anything about it. Being there gave 
them an opportunity to see the building. 

did not want any counseling, but just wanted to report 
happened to him. 

After Sr. Mary Frances gave me his phone numbers, I looked up his 
address on the internet white pages. 
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September 20, 2004 

Dear 

I just learned from Sister Mary Frances Seeley, OSF, that you 
contacted her recently. I sincerely regret the abuse that you suffered from 
Father John Slown. I would be happy to meet with you, if you would want 
to do that. I do want to personally express my apologies and ask your 
forgiveness. 

wish to meet with me, please contact my secretary, • 
. I am sure she will be able to arrange a 

mutually convenient date. 

Please know that you are in my prayers. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Sister Judith Davies, OSF 
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September 27, 2004 

In my letter of May 17, 2004, I indicated that I hoped to be able to 
provide you with information this month regarding your request for 
compensation. I do have some information. but it is not what I had hoped 
to have for you at this time. 

I am sorry, but matters have not moved at the rate of speed that 
had been anticipated. That has resulted in the Diocese being unable to 
begin settling pending claims, including that of yours. 

I will plan to be in touch with you in December in order to update 
you as to the progress being made. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~t%.47~ 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Dear Sr. Davies, 

Friday, 
jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org 
Phone message follow up 

000 698 

Perhaps you may have heard my voicemail message to you alre ady . Once again, 
I apologize for the 
informal i ty of a voice mail message or even this e-mai l , but I feel it may 
expediate my message. 
Si mply put, r have not heard anything for quite a long t ime . When I first 
met with Bishop Imesch 
he said he would have to meet with some peopl e. We communicated through 
several correspondences. 

He asked if I wou l d meet with a member of the review board, and I did. Af t er 
hearing nothing for some time afte r , I contacted the crisis s ister. After 
several talks with her, I recieved tv1o le t ters from you . In one you stated 
that if I r e cieved anything at all it probably would'nt be what I was asking 
for. 

Sister, I just want to say that more than anything, not hearing anyth i ng i s 
what makes me uncomfortable. I am in my third year as a candidate for t he 
permanent diaconate, and I do not in anyway want to compromi se my chance at 
ordination. I do not intend, nor have ever intended 
to bring my expe riences with Fr . S l own or my dealings with t he Diocese into 
the public arena . 

~ess I have just reached a point i n my life now spirit ually, where I need 
to move on and find some closure. I will never forget the pain of the abuse 
and the loss of trust, but r think that it has made me a stronger person who 
is able to help others. It would help if I knew what the dioceses ' final 
standing was. Le t's close this chapter somehow together. 

In Christ, 

1 

679 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 680 

~:~:p't;~~~e of Joliet CJJS> Chancery ·-

1 425 Summil Sr. 

OU0699 
---------------

815-722-6606 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 Fox 815-722-6602 

September 29, 2005 

Thank you for your voicemail message and for the message you 
sent via e-mail. I am sorry that I failed to contact with you before now. 
You certainly should not have had to send something my way in order for 
me to communicate with you. Please accept my apologies. 

Thank you for your patience during these many months. I can 
certainly understand your need for closure. I regret that our attempts to 
resolve the matter are taking much longer than anyone had ever 
anticipated. I hope that I will be able to bring you some news about your 
case anywhere from 60 to 90 days from now. In any event, I will be in 
contact with you by mid-December to provide you with some type of a 
status report. 

Your case will have no bearing on your studying for the Diaconate. 
Please understand that no one in the Diaconate Office is aware of your 
particular situation. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

;?•L II. &'-t!/IIIT.' 
Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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December 22, 2005 

In my last letter, I said that I would contact you in mid-December 
and provide you with information as to the status of your request for 
compensation. 

I regret to inform you that at th is time the Diocese is still unable to 
resolve the matter with you. While it is expected that a determination will 
be reached sometime with in the next six months, I cannot be definite 
about the date. 

Thank you in advance for your patience. I will be in communication 
with you as soon as I have any news or by the end of March 2006. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

9·"~ d. &.cu...~lfllr 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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000701 
Subject: 

Dear Sister, 

I apologize for the informality of this e-mail , however, according to your 
last letter, I would hear from you in March. I feel certain things must be 
addressed. Did you know that this merry-go round of communication has been 
taking place since 2002? I find it interesting that Fr. Slown was convicted 
in Dupage County Court in 1983, three years after he lef t St. Joseph in 
Bradley ... _ 
I have done everything that has been asked of me by the bishop, and answered 
every question by the review board member . Everytime a new allegation comes 
out, I feel victimized all over again. 
Everytime I get the same old form letter in the mail, I feel victimized 
again. As far as no one knowing about my case in the diaconate office, 
well, Deacon Joe sure knows, because he asked me in my last interview, how 
things were going with the diocese ... and then offered me one of his sermons 
on forgiveness. I feel very threatend by him. If anything, I feel my trials 
will make me a better deacon, should the church ordain me, which I 
constantlty fear will not happen because of this issue. Even when I went 
for my psychological testing for the aspirancy, I did'nt leave anything 
out .. they knew who I was and what baggae I was bring with me. 

You see , the church bas taken away from me everything but my faith , without 
sacraments to strengthen me and to know that God has a plan for me I 

l d be lost. I am deeply saddened that my own father's priest was removed 
d~ the Cathedral. Fr. Burnett is a wonderful man. My father did write a 
letter of support to the bishop, which I know the bishop greatly 
appreciated. You know, the hardest thing was to come out to my Dad about 
what happened to me? He is suffering also , caught between a rock and a hard 
place. 

Fr. Ruffalo and Fr. Slown were good friends, that is no secret, what went on 
on their trips to Vegas is no secret. You were p rincipal during Fr. 
Ruffalo ' s tenure at the school, did you not see anything? Did no parents 
approach you? 

Let me make t his perfrectly clear .. I have no intention of ever making this 
public and bringing embarrasment and shame to the Church or my family. It 
would not help anyone. In meeting with my spiritual director, theyt feel 
that I have made great strides spiritually and trying to heal. I work at 
Bishop McNamara as the Choral Director, I don't make a lot of money I have 
been here 14 years 
I dedicated 15 years of my life as music director for St. Joseph. My wife 
has taught at St. Joseph's for 17 years. My daughter is in seventh grade 
there. My son is a Freshmen here at Mac. 

We are very happy at BVM, and the community is very supportive of my 
eventual ordination. We don't make a l ot of money, and our insurance costs 
for family coverage is rising. The amount of money I have spent alone on 
cognit ive therapy and drugs for my bi-pol ar disorder, hospitalizations, etc. 
have been exhausting. A monetary gesture from the Diocese would be helpful. 

I only get 25t off of tuition here at Mac, and it is killing me. Maybe 
ering to help in that way would be an idea. I am asking for help. Could 
please put a silent end to this ordeal? r just hate waiting, and then 

getting the same response over and over again. I would not be asking if I 
did not feel in my heart that this painful , detrimental experience could 
have been avoided if Fr. Slown was not put in my way. 

1 



FR. SLOWN SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 683 
Redacted April2013 • 4/9/13 

()00702 

( 

2 



F.~.:.~~~~~ SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF.~ ~~ 

I: rom: 
'lt: 

J: 
Subject: 

Dear Sister, 

Fr. Slown HU0703 

I apologize for the informality of this e-mail, however, according to your 
last letter, I would hear from you in March. I feel certain things must be 
addressed. Did you know that this merry-go round of communication has been 
taking place since 2002? I find it interesting that Fr. Slown was convicted 
in Dupage County Court in 1983 , three years after he left St. Joseph in 
Bradley .... 
I have done everything that has been asked of me by the bishop, and answered 
every question by the review board member. Everytime a new allegation comes 
out, I feel victimized all over again. 
Everytime I get the same old form letter in the mail, I feel victimized 
again . As far as no one knowing about my case in the diaconate office, 
well, Deacon Joe sure knows, because he as ked me in my last interview, how 
things were going with the diocese ... and then offered me one of his sermons 
on forgiveness. I feel very threatend by him . If anything, I feel my trials 
will make me a better deacon, should the church ordain me, which I 
constantlty fear wil l not happen because of this issue. Even when I went 
for my psychological testing for the aspirancy, I did'nt leave anything 
out .. they knew who I was and what baggae I was bring with me. 

You see, the church has taken away from me everything but my faith, without 
the sacraments to strengthen me and t o know that God has a plan for me I 

·1ld be lost. I am deeply saddened that my own father's priest was removed 
the Cathedral. Fr. Burnett is a wonderful man. My father did write a 

~~tter of support to the b i shop, which I know the bishop greatly 
appreciated. You know 1 the hardest thing was to come out to my Dad about 
what happened to me? He is suffering a l so, caught between a rock and a hard 
place. 

Fr. Ruffalo and Fr. Slown "'ere good friends, that is no secret, what went on 
on their trips to Vegas is no secret. You were principal during Fr. 
Ruffalo's tenure at the school, did you not see anything? Did no parents 
approach you? 

Let me make this perfrectly clear .. I hav e no intention of ever making this 
public and bringing embarrasment and shame to the Church or my family. It 
would not help anyone. In meeting with my spiritual director, theyt feel 
that I have made great strides spiritually and trying to heal. I work at 
Bishop McNamara as the Choral Director, I don't make a lot of money I have 
been here 14 years 
I dedicated 15 years of my life as music director for St. Joseph. My wife 
has taught at St. Joseph's for 17 years. My daughter is in seventh grade 
there. My son is a Freshmen here at Mac . 

We are very happy at BVM, and the community is very supportive of my 
eventual ordi nation. We don't make a lot of money, and our insurance costs 
for family coverage is rising. The amount of money I have spent alone on 
cognit i ve therapy and drugs for my bi - polar disorder, hospitalizations, etc. 
have been exhausting. A monetary gesture from the Diocese would be helpful. 

I only get 25% off of tuition here at Mac, and it is killing me. Maybe 
offering to help in that way would be an idea. I am asking for help. coul d 

please put a silent end to this ordeal? I just hate waiting( and then 
ting the same response over and over again. I would not be asking if I 

~.d not feel in my heart that this painful, detrimental experience could 
have been avoided if Fr. Slown was not put in my way. 

1 
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rviEMORANDUM March 27, 2006 

TO: Sister Judith Davies, OSF 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Irnesch 

RE: 

I can certainly For him, it 
would be a simple thing to have this matter taken care . However, given 
the circumstances of this situation, it just takes more time than it should. 

inform him that we will 
certainly help him with his son's tuition at Bishop McNamara. Please ask 
him to send us what he owes. I have several funds from which I could draw 
money for his tuition. 

I will speak to Joe Dalpiaz about his comments. 

Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 
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I shared your e-mail of March 23, 2006 with Bishop lmesch. The 
Bishop said that the Diocese would certainly help you with your son's 
tuition at Bishop McNamara High School. 

At your earliest convenience, would you please send a note to 
Bishop lmesch informing him of the amount yet owed on your son's 
tuition? 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ ..... ~· (J. ~-~~-.//~ 
Si ter Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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Chancery 

~ 425 Summit St. 815-72 2-6606 
Joliet, Ill inois 60435 Fox 8 15-722-6602 

MEMORANDUM 0007 07 

April 3, 2006 

TO: John Slown 

FROM: Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 

RE: Diocesan Website 

The Diocese will be listing on its website (www.dioceseofioliet.org) 
the names, ordination dates and status of all diocesan priests who have 
had a credible/substantiated allegation made against them while they 
were serving in the Joliet Diocese. I realize this action may be disturbing 
to you but it is being taken primarily to facilitate healing and bring closure 
to those who have been abused . 

Your listing will be as follows: 

John Slown 5/30/59 Removed from ministry 1983 

My prayers are for you and for all of those who have suffered 
because of sexual abuse and who still need healing. 

May God bless you. 

si:,d¥4 4e t<t;.v4!i'f 
eJ!JUdith A Davies, OSF 

Chancellor 
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SR•ditf11Davies OU07l.6 

-om: 
mt: 

fo: 
Subject: 

Dear Sister, 

jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org 
RE: Meeting 

I called Mr. Byrne today and talked with him reguarding the situation. I 
told him that I would be at the center for a workshop on Monday the eigth, 
and would be willing to come early to wrap this up. 
He stated he was going to talk to "his person" today. Hopefully, we can do 
this, as I explained to him once again the urgency of my situation. He was 
very kind, and assured me that he was not ignoring me. Thank you for your 
reply . Please keep me and my family in your prayers, as we are all suffreing 
from the anxiety of this process. 

rom: "Sr. Judith Davies" <jdavies@dioceseofjoliet.org> 
es®dioceseof oliet.o 

~Date : Tue , 2 May 2006 16:54:48 -0500 

~ . I know that Mr . Byrne will be returning from an 
~out of town conference sometime early this evening. I will let him know of 
~your frustration with the length of time things are taking. 
>May God bless you. 
>Sister Judith 
~ 

~-----

~From: 

>Sent: 
>To: jdavies®dioceseofjoliet.org 
>Subject: Meet ing 
> 
> 
>Dear Sister, 
>I appreciate that I was contacted by the i nsurance office promptly after my 
>last e-mail. I met with Jim on April 3. I heard back from him the Monday 
>after Easter. In another phone call from me h e stated that it was in the 
>works and I told him that a lot was riding on this settlement, and he 
>realized I had financial obligations. I called him this morning, I believe 
~that he is working to the best of his ability, but I am wondering what the 
>hold up is, and why I must wait even l onger. 1 don't know why once this 
~~tter was given over to him is taking so long. I am trying to be patient, 

tt a lot is at r isk here for me. I hope you understand the urgency and my 
rustration. He said he vrould get back t o me today . Unlike the gentleman 

>who chose not to go before the review board, I did. 
>Thank you for believing me. It's been a long four years. 
>In Christ, 

1 
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM 
(jU0723 

September 25, 2006 

TO: Bishop J. Peter Sartain . 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend John Slown 

u of SLOYIN V1chm 23 

While at the parish for the reunion, noticed Father Slown's 
picture along with other pastors who had served the parish. W 
asked a Father John (Antczak} whether or not Father Slown was 
priesthood becau child molester, Fr. Antczak said that he did not .. I- .l • ., 

Br<lther of SLOWN Vtcttm L.S 

know. I assured hat Father Slown had been out of ministry for 
about 20 years. 

ked that the picture of Father Slown be removed from the 
rs all of the former pastors. I - hat more than 

likely, Father Slown's picture was hanging ther~m. but because 
he was part of the parish history. 

(A similar situation existed at St. Mary Parish in Plainfield regarding the picture of 
Father Larry Gibbs who had served there as parochial vicar. Father David Medow removed 
the picture, moved the other pictures down, and no one noticed that a picture was missing.) 

like a follow-up call as to the action taken -- . . 

I told Jim Byrne of the conversation 
Mary Frances Seeley as well 

I 

nd will inform Sr. 

fir &y 4. "'"d.J!NF er Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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R-'"JS: 2014 D iocese of Joliet 
~.s> Office of the Bl•hop 

I 425 Summit SL 
}o~et, Illinois 60435 

TO: Pam Geary 

MEMORANDUM 

CC: Father Joseph Tapella 

FROM: Bishop J. Peter Sartain 

DATE: October 31, 2007 

RE: John C. Slown 

Pam, 

tiUC72S 

8 r S-712-6606 
Fax 815-722-6632 

I believe you and Father Tapella have spoken about John C. Slown, a 
former priest of our Diocese who served for 24 years and left ministry in 1983. 
Father Tapella indicated to me that you and he determined that John would be 
eligible for 24/30 of the priest's pension. 

I would appreciate it if you would put in motion whatever process would 
lead to his receiv this rtion of the riest's nsion. He may be reached at 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please be in touch with 
Father Tapella. I'm very grateful for your help! 

Bishop J. Peter Sartain 
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~~sedApn12oe>iocese ofjoliet (iU0726 
Retirement Allowance Committee ~~~ ,,s> Chancery 

I 425 Summit St. 815-722-6606 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 Fax 8 15-722-6602 

November 20, 2007 

John Slown 

Dear John: 

I have been informed that you have requested your pension benefits. Your benefit amounts 
to $1,244.78 per month. ($644.78 is taxable to you and $600.00 is designated as a rental 
allowance for housing and is therefore not taxable). You will receive your first payment on 
December 1, 2007. Subsequent payments will be made on the first day of each month. 

As a retired priest of the Joliet Diocese you will be entitled to the following benefits 
annually, upon submission of receipts for expenses incurred: 

Automobile Insurance 
Physical Examination 
Retreat Allowance 
Continuing Education 

$1,051.00 
$ 700.00 (Loyola Medical Center) 
$ 275.00 
$ 800.00 

If you wish to have your check directly deposited into your bank account or if you wish to 
have Federal Income Tax withheld from your check, please complete the enclosed forms and 
return to me. 

Upon your retirement, you should have contacted Medicare and applied for Medicare Part B. 
If you do not have Medicare Parts A & B, there will be a deduction of $316.50 per month for 
your medical insurance. If you have both parts, the cost of the insurance is paid by the 
retirement fund. Please send a copy of your Medicare card to either Mary Jo Monroe or 
myself. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding your pension, please call me at (815) 
722-6606 x 234 or you can email me at pgeary@dioceseofioliet.org 

o::lyd_ .. 
PamGe~ 
Pension Administrator 

enclosures 
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December 11, 2007 

John C. Slown 

Dear John: 

Thank you for your letter of August 28. 2007. and please accept my apology for 
this very late response. It has taken me some time to investigate the issue you raised, 
but now I believe that I have it resolved. 

may con you pens1on , and I 
ne so. John, I hope that this pension benefit is of help to you, as I 

can understand why at your age and given your health these funds could be necessary. 

I also want to thank you for your kind words of congratulations as I begin my time 
as Bishop of Joliet. Although I have been here more than a year, I am still "new" in 
many ways, and your greetings are welcome and appreciated! Perhaps we will have the 
opportunity to meet some day. 

Finally, let me congratulate you on your years of sobriety! You may be familiar 
with Matt Talbot, an Irish Dubliner and recovering alcoholic, whose cause is being 
considered for sainthood. Perhaps you can ask Matt Talbot to continue to be of 
<;~ssistance to you! He is a favorite of many. 

John, may God bless you with peace, good health, and joy! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 




