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Mark A. Lichtenwalter
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Of Counsel:

%E:‘f g*;’“VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Kemt Siuces . Mr, Terrance M. Johnson, Esq.
North Pier Chicago
455 East Illinois Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Re:  Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet

Father William Virtue

Priest File
Dear Mr. Johnson:
The following records for Father William Virtue:
1.) Priest file of Father William Virtue (total pages 527)

2) A Privilege Log, for documents in this priest file.

1415 Black Road
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Ph 815.726.4311
Fx 815.726.6828

www.spesia-ayers.com

Douglas F, Spesia
(1940-2010)

Sister Judith Davies is out of the office this week. When she returns on Monday she will

check to determine if there are any other records on Father Virtue.
My Best Regards,
SPESIA & AYERS

WW C.! / Jy e

James C. Byrne

By:

JCB/skm
ce: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, JCD
The Honorable Michael Powers
Mr. Patrick Bradley, Esq.
Mr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq.
Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq.

Established 1899
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SAINT ALEXANDER SCHOOL BBGG%&
SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME
136 5. CORNELL AVENUE

VILLA PARK, ILLINOIS

March 29, 1962

Vocation Director
Servite Seminary
Hillside, Illinois

Dear Reverend Father:

William Virtue is a thoroughly good
boy with high ideals, and is not afraid
te stand up for what is right. He is
interested in everything connected with
parish life, and loves to be around the
altar. He is a faithful Altar Boy, and
a frequent Communicant.

He comes from an excellent Catholic
family, and is well liked by his class-
mates and teachers.

I do not hesitate to recommend William
for the seminary.

Very respectfully,

Principal 2.8,

16
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Saint a4[zxamfsz Churah 0 0 0 0 2 1

300 South Cornell Avenue
Villa Park, Illinois

January 10, 1966

Rev, and dear Father:

I am happy to recommend William Virtue
of this parish to the Seminary. As you may
know, he is a nephew of Father William Ryan
of this diocese. His father is an excellent
man, decidedly interested in all churchzaétiv-
ities. His mother is a polio victim confined
to a wheel chair and yet the mother of six
children,

William is fine boy and worthy of every
consideration. We will be fortunate one day
( - to have him in the diocese, God willing,

Sincerely,

Rt. Rev, Msfr. DanielJ. Murray
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Jenuary 20, 1966

Mr, William Virtue
608 S, Princiston Street |
villa Park. Illinois -~ 50181 L

Dear Bill: \\ﬁ>

I wish to acknowledge the applicati you t. The matriculatien fee
af $10.00 should be sent to me, but in form o }a check made gut to Lewis
Collega., I will send it to Lewis togéiRer with applicetion, Tuwn cnples
of your high se¢hool transcript of credits\are be sent directly to me ;
right now, and agzin I will forward thes Léwis with your application, /
(j It is your responsibility in Jum that two mors copies are sent

to Lewia after you have agrad de Anot consider your applica-
tion unlsss and until these transcripts dunhfvate have been received,

Q. o n T wetcwsERy your third g sti:;f correct to send the Lewis College
i

application form to me «-= € l1d be sent to ma,; and I will take
everything far all r to Lewis at oncs.

Sincerely youre in Christ,

Father Roger L. Kaffer
Rector

RLKs jo
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February 28, 1966

Rev. Roger Kaffer
St Charles Seminary
Lockport, Il11.

Dear Father Kaffer:

As a parent of one of your next year's freshman in college, I
have more than a slight interest in our diocesan seminarians, With
rmy son being at the Servite Seminary at Hillside, I hear considerable
"scuttlebut" some of which I pass on to you for whatever you deem worthy
of any attention.

I am sure that with the starting of our seminary this past year
and with your other duties, you have had more than your share of
things to do and I want to say first that it is not my intent to find
fault with anyone or the system. My interest is in keeping as many
of our minor seminarians as possible enthusiastic about our diocesan
priesthood.

What I have heard gga}emarks passed inrmy car as I transport

some of the boys about on week ends. As you are und ubtedly aware
the Servites are very much awakened by the "fresh air" in the Church

= and their spirits are running high. Also, they have discovered after
( sending some of their men to St Louis for the first time last year,
that they were lacking last year in preparing these freshman for this
new life and as a result have spent considerable time and effort this
year with their seniors. Naturally our diocesan boys are aware of all
this and wonder who is coneerned about them. They seem to feel that
everyone just expects them to show up next fall automatically. My
passengers last night on the way back to Servite named only seven out
of possible (is it 15 to 17) we have that intend to go to St Charles.
I know you expect a certain amount of fall outs at various stages, but
it would also seem that they have been left to themselves and you know
how young boys can be influenced by things that may not be important.
They are quite thrilled with the idea of being in the big city of
St kouis as a Servite...even though they do not know if the Servites
want them and rumor also has it that they can get government loans there
to carry them financially if the Servites promise that they will continue
on as teachers. Please do not think that the Servites are proselyting,
but our boys cannot help but feel their interest.

Another remark they passed was that the only interest they have
been shown was to be invited to St Charles several months ago for an
orientation and that they didn¥t hear much except that Latin would
continue to be stressed. They had to find their own transportation to
Joliet..which broke down on theyway, camsing them to arrive late.

Well, Father, that is the jist of the things I hear. Perhaps you
know about them or perhaps you do not attach the importance to then
that I do. I suppose I should not be overly concerned since my son
intends to follow through at St Charles and it may not effect us
personally. However, I know a lot of these boys very well and I honestly
think they have not had the attention from the dioccese that they should
to keep their interest high, Maybe before fall comes my son,toco, will
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5 July 1966

Dear Fr, Kaffer,

In consideration of the mahy letters you have
written to me I feel obligated to make a responce.
Perhaps yéur patient interest has aroused me from
my persistent Impoliteneass.

My summer is being well spent. The weekday
being a workday, weekends become my wend-days;
days of social and cultural prusuit, I have avail=-
ed myself of Chicago's possibilities for aesthetic
and intéllectual progress and have attempted to
secure poise among teenage peers--with whom I am
not accoustomed to being. My job is rather unin-
spiring but tolerable. Of the time alloted me I
devote g good portion toward academic followings.
(I am cufrently reading Richard Wright, Jean Genet,
Claude Mauriac, Alan Watts, Walter Gropius, Aldous
Huxley, Timothy Leary, Charles Jeaneret(Le Corbusier)
and the four writers of the New Testament and their
predeeessors in the 01d). Unfortunately personal
creativity has suffered from a lack of attention;
particularly in regards to writiag:. However, in
the artistic field I am making some progress by
developing a new calligraphic alphabet.

Looking forward to a new year and thanking you

onee again for your interest, I remain yours most

000038
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NMaduo 03

July 11, 1966

Dear Bill:

I was pleased to receive you
photographs. It sounds like yhou &
Get some exercise and relaxation toge
- pursuits. I hope to call op-your
summer,

jaly 5. Thank you for the
g the summer profitably.

Anytime that I can

With cordial persomng
I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ, 1\

i

Father Roger L. Kaffer
Rector

RIK:ir
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY

TELEPHONE 815 - 838-8100
LockPoRT, ILLINDIS 60441

August 6, 1966

WILLIAM VIRTUE

Dear Bill:

Enclosed you will find:

1. vyour fall schedule;
2. a schedule of all freshucn classes;
3. a self-addressed envelope in which to return your fall schedule to

the seminary.

Be sure to see to it that you have no classes during the 9th period. Be sure, also,
< that you do nmot have two classes at the same time, If you do, put yourself in
<’ a different scction so that this conflict is averted. Any additions, changes
h or corrections should be made on the upper card. Then re-copy your entire schedule
on the lower card. Be sure, also, to fill out the information indicated for the
public relations office on the back of the card. The entire double card
must be returned to the seminary no later than August 20,

You may take Latin or a modern language of your choice, Bill.

With cordial personal regards to your family and with a2 plea and a promise
of mutual prayers, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Father Roger L. Kaffer
Rector
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MEMO

DATE: October 24, 1966

WILLIAM VIRTUE is taking Greek.

RLK
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MEMO
DATE: Manch 14, 1967
RE: Willam Vintue, Seminarian

I gave permission for BLE Vintue Zo drnop Greek, at his nrequest, on
Mareh PILU, 1967. Brother George had no objeetion, but wanted it cleared
through me.

RLK K g /,,( '
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35th Day of the Year of Faith
August 2, 1967

608 St. ceton Avenue

Villa Park, Illinois - 60181

Dear Bill:

er of July 10, which I was
had sent you Pather Pusateri's
not hasten to send a letter
getting so much out of your
up the good work!

Please excuse this tardy reply to
very happy to receive, I knew that Miss
address, which you wanted right-away
in reply. It is gratifying go 4
summer and giving so much t¢

d be extraordinarily good next
e/best year yet. Anytime I can help

Things at St, Charles §
year, I am truly looking fo
you in any way, Bil
for you and your

y and please—pray for me and my intentions and work.
tually get to you after I have called on you, but if it

g, 1 remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Father Roger L. Kaffer
Rector
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY

TELEPHONE 815 - 838-8100
LOCKPORT, ILLINOIS 60441

September 5, 1967

St. Alexander - Villa Park

Reverend and dear Father:

Would you be kind enough to fill out the following summer report on

your parishioner _ _WILLIAM VIRTUE s who is attending St.
Charles Borromeo Seminary, and return it to me by September 15.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Did this seminarian call on you during the summer and offer his services?

Did he attend Mass and Communion: (Rlease encircle) Daily . Frequently (Qccasionally
Seldom Never?

Was he seen in Church for visits (Please encircle): Daily Frequently
Occasionally Seldom Never?

Please comment on his dress, conduct, and companionship during the summer.

bttt L2
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CHARACTER REPORT NAMS YILLIAK VIRTUE
DATE . 1968
CLASS So
DIOCE:E Jaﬁtz':
Non=-Existent Low Average High Excessive
INTELLECTUAL ABILITY ; 7 ] ,
g overachieves
INTELLECTUAL APPLICATION o i £ ~i / /
, ‘ pietistie
FIDELITY TO RELIGICUS DUTIES /.. B 7 —, 7 ; »
,;uf & Conmrrrtrstcoma,
FIDELITY TO ASSIGNED JOBS / i / ,uM M nf ot Lk
: selfish /b-zm __p [ H? ﬂ (ﬁ
GENEROSITY IN VOLUNTEERING /- - i
neglects oWt
responsibilities
CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS JA — / /
lacks self-confidence
HUMILITY / £ / 7 :
ABILITY TO ACCEPT BORRECTION /[ / / 7 Aﬁ.-mﬂ}
phlegmatic
CAN LIVE WITHIN LIMITATIONS /i [ / / /
inhibited
'EMOTIONAL CONTROL e / /
_RUDENT JUDGMENT e B / /
follower pres tous
LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE Y e / I%@
bold
SOCIABILITY F— 7 7 7 7 7
PUNCTUALITY { ——er—f—m T ] 7
VIRILITY o W S M /
) fastidious
PERSONAL APPEARANCE J Ac— — | 7 7
ROOM 7 yi 7 /
HEALTH Z y — S 7
bitter ' obsequious
ATTITUDE 7 I 7 7 7 7

L

f%%%&/ﬁf‘mmmf

COMMENT S:
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CHARACTER REPORT NAME  WILLTAM VIRTUE
b DATE
CLASS
DIOCESE _ Joliet
Non-Existent Low Average - High '  Excessive
rl
INTELLECTUAL ABILITY I e O ?:f::.'f:/ / -
f overachieves
INTELLECTUAL APPLICATION / / L / /
2 £ DiEtiStic
FIDELITY TO RELIGIOUS DUTIES / / Y /
¥
FIDELITY TO ASSIGNED JOBS / st/ / /
selfish chump
GENEROSITY IN VOLUNTEERING / / ¥ il / /
: 4 neglects own
Vi responsibilities
CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS / / v /
" 4 lacks self-confidence
HUMILITY / / ,//
) . ¥ s
ABILITY TO ACCEPT BORRECTICN / / I.57 § ¥/
Froik phlegmatic
CAN LIVE WITHIN LIMITATIONS / / / / / %
L inhibited
EMOTIONAL CONTROL / / / / 7/
22 [
/
( AUDENT JUDGMENT / /7] 7 7
followdr pres tous
LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE 7 / { /
g bold
SOCTABILITY 7 7] 7 7
Fi
F
PUNCTUALITY / 174 7 7
[
i
VIRILITY 7 7 7 7 7
2 - fastidious
PERSONAL APPEARANCE 7 7 7]
F i
I
ROOM ! [/ / /
y.
: 2
HEALTH 7 7 7 77
Titter g & obsequious
ATTITUDE 7 _ 7 7 7 7 i 3

COMMENT S:
By ool s line ¢ bixes For  GRONTH a0 SOUF rononsdee

) Fesl ¥hda~ 9 om mﬁ Lo T & PUAT L
SclE fonmnled. ool Erpled Ly Bocomt oveve  asatoeie
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May 13, 1968

Very HReverond Roger L., Keffar, Hector
St. Charles Borrcmec Seninsry
Lockport, Illinios, 60441
De=sr Fr. Ksffer,

I em writing this letter ir resoonsa to g rscently recieved
letter from the Chancery Cffice of tha Jiocese of Joliet advising
my clessmates and I %o ap2ly in writing for eny person=l reccusider-
sticn of our zncice of seminaries for ths last two years of cecllags,

I have included in this letber the fesctual nros and cons for

my attendingz Lewis Collaeze for the nsxt two years rathsr than

Imacuzate Ccnesption Serinery in Missouri. If it is impossiblz for
me to zo te L:awis, then my sscond cheice is wuincey Ccollsze and its
sffiliated sewmirary run by th2 Frenciscens. ¥ny Juincey? Becruse
it is & better collzze %tnpan Uonception seaminsry, it nss e four hour
system thus fecilitating trensfer from lawis, it is in the ststs of
Illineis and thersfors making my $1,10€ doller :rect aveilisble,
The stete hes given me %£hais grant in recognition of my finsncisl

need, I am esking you to msk: the ssme considsretion that ths

stste hss meade,

thet you, doubtless, will newsr know, Jmong them is the sustained
mutusl friendship I nave entered intc wita many of my professors.
Such reletionships prcvide en sxcellent envirommant for leerning,
I fe=1 thet cn2 sheuld bs tru=s to oness:1f end, wltimately, all th-t
1 h=2ve to offer the people of this dioce2se is mysc¢lf: hopefully »

mar mature in Christ. 1 ~ave prayed snd souzhit-edvice concerning

my reguest to remein st Lawis end 5t., Chariss. I bast know mysslf,
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My remerks on the follewing pages about the situarion at

Conception sre ths result of an hour lonz confersnce with the

-5

scedamic dzen of Conception seminery. Befors I bezin my fectuel
stetement, let me quete from th: introduction by Bishaep Carter
to “The Decree On Priestly Formetion™ in ths Documents of Veiicen II:
In its spirit (the documert's), bishoos, seminsry staffs,
diocesen priests, 2nd religious priests ~ 211 who nave &
rert tec pley in discerninz end dsveloning vactions —-but
most of ell the eeminerians thsmselwves must uss their in-
zepuity and will] and must respond to the rrace of Christ
go work out th2 soluwtion,
T
The followirg is & list of factvael pros in favour of my return.ing
=2 r J 2
to Lewis collegs in preference to Ccnception sominary. Let me first
quote frem "The Decree On Friestly Formeticn:”
Before seminsrians teke up those sscrsd studiss which are
properly ecclesiastical, they should be agquipoed with the

humeristic snd seientific treining which in their owm
countries enables young peepls to undertalke hizner studies

Let me add that I could never compéte in zradusnte school in either
Philesoohy cr English with the eonarent prezparstion et Concestion.

1, Academic pros —5Lewis: I am a serious Philososhy mejcr.
(snd Collexe 3t. Francis, At Lewis L have six nrofessors evailiabls,
Jylist) Also aveilieble is the CSF faculty
There is a variety of courses here
essentisl for surriving in greiluste school,
I havs sntersd ths Netional Honors Society
ir Fhilescoljy here
1 hsve bear ;19**ar~d by the ~nllosonuj
department at Lewis by an invigaticn to
be en npr*—Fime essistant teacher in
Fhilos orhy. This job probably will pay.
It is an sdvesticn experisncs I would liks,
Academic contra Coneception: I have [inished my Philoscohy major's éf
rsquir=msnts acco*dlhs To taem,
Thers are only two Philoscphy teschers -
is this praperstion for hisaer studiss?
L would loose my entrencs intec the MNetd cn-nl
Honors sceiety — thera is no caspter thsara,

o|_l
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g

Academic pros-——=Lewis: I am attsmoting a major in dnglish,
English There are nine orofessors at lewis nlus,CSF,
This would orepare me for gradusts school in Bag,
I heve been invited 2s an 2sscciete membesr in
Faticonal Fonvrs Sceiety in Znzlish here.
‘eadsmic contrs Conception: The acedsmic d2en at Joncaption #rld me thet
Engligh nis courses were inelzquete for my nesds,
Thers ere oaly two professors of dmglish.
I oonld ot be TA Net'l, Zng. Honors society.
‘cedemic npros —— 5 Lewis: My spirituel dirzctor has told me that it woulAd
irt bz zcod for me fm an individuszl tc tsaks scma
ert courses, P
foerz i3 en enbirs sri department at O8F.
rcvld be allowed to exnrass ay talent while
is sz oportunity,
cedemic tnere is only cne general art courss taere.
Uorelusion conderking acedemic sivaertaze of & collegzs such as Lewis or
wulncesy: If ths -resent Jjuniors hevs b3en allowsd £o romsin st Lawis
baceus:s of the ir acadamic invelvament, it hes certeinly been dscmon-
streted thset a reguslar libersl srts colleza would servs wmy aducstional
zeeds better end thet my reletionshiv with Lewis is strikinegly invelvsd
and bernificisl,
My psrents cernct afors to pey flor my sducstion and my summer job
is insdequste. We depend uper ths (1,107 grant just %o sover tuition.
If I attsnd Lewis I =#ill racievs tae grant, éven if T 20 to {uincey I

will

Finanesiasl

Spiritual -ro Lawis:

soicel

loose sune of Gi

he grant
= B2 AilC «

cros Lewiz: T will reciavs = Illingis St-te Grant, emount
$1,100 for my tuition.
If & tzechh I may meke an esxtra 350.00.
There is no trensportetion fse from my hous
to Jbliet — Lawis end St. Sherles.
hient  Lwill looss the Illineis #rsnt...
I will nsve te teke loans.,
There will teansportaion diificulties
eri f2es in resching sn obscurs town in ¥isscuri.
re finsnes: Lewis is best, Juinesy second, Zouception a loss.

oro Lewis:

ictor is nere. I hsve s2archad long
We nave Just hezhn en exocsllent

tc ssparsets us?

my spiritual dire
for thz rizht rerson.
ralationshio., Is is right &

If I steyed e% Lewis my sophomors classmetes would
possibly ressrt it. DSut L think bhey would gll ~zrae
toat teu_nlcQTIV 1 sm more invelved nere than they,
Thzy weuld f*ﬂr**fﬂd. TTIT L stayed st St. Charlss 1
would be the cnly jun.or next yeer. This would noh
isolbte me as mest ot my eclosest friends mre in ths

future s=2nior elass, Also, in my senior wvear I would
neve my social tiss a-d classmedes at Lewis,
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If:1t igimpossible for me to remain st St, Charles next year,
then there is the possibility cf a 1lsave of absence iqbrdsr to stay
at Lewis. %This would mesen my lsavingz the saﬁinry commurity: I do
not want this.

L belisvs that most of my classmetes denend upon ths State
greant., LIf the ssmiary bosrd hes absolutly ruled out Niles S2minsry
in the archiiocsse, tusn it is only fair to consiier effering us the

choicae of the cnly other scceredited collezs-samuinery In Illinois:

wuincey College.

I heve tried to be honsst snd Lo the peint. I sincersly fa=l
thet aeve some rizhts end preficisncy -ond responsibility in de-
terming the quality of my asducetion. I deo not consider lo.getion

end gquelity of schoocls of primasry importanca. I can zrow as 2 msn
(r~ in Christ enywhnsre snd my yoze will provide me with somz of the
necsssery naturel ascetic formetion, I r2coznize the esssniial

need in the priestacod is for holiness., But I also ressnt having

no nend in wmy owvn intellsetual ogortuanities. There is a serious
snti-intellectusalism in much of our clerzy — sometninz wh.ch we can-
not efford in this sophisticeted suburbsn diecese, WHe must, if it
is in scecrd with our indavidual nersonalities, be ellowesd to sursue
proper educeti onal opening-up. Zven thouzh I fesl thet my personel
interests in art, stc., hsve bssn stifled by the rastrictions rslatéd
to bzing a seminarisn, 4 heve never put them beforz my voestion.
Sometimes; however, it is 2ssential not tc sllow ctners to dsatroy
one s irdividual persorelity. Contrary to populsr oo'nion, it is
rossible Lo irtesrets crzativity snd the or.esthood. #y spiritusl
dirscter end L have snoken st zrset length concerning this. This
letter is an aksertion ssekinz to preserve my intslligence end rcd-

ziven creetivity, 1f 1 am not sllowasd to develop -both L will be less

a men. Grecs builds on Nature
Tqu": D'u v(\hrs’

M{ZIM Vmﬁ.&_
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April 1, 1969

Very Rev, Lucan Freppert, OFH
Rector, . _
Our Lady of Angels Seminary
1901 N. 18th Street

Quincy, Illinois 62301

Dear Father Lucan:
“Rhank you for the mid-term reports for our Joliet seminarians. Do I
interpret the "UO" in a Chorus for Bill Virtue as meaning unsatisfactory?

If so, we would appreciate knowing why he is not doing satisfactory work in
Chorus, .

With cordial personal regards, I remain,

Sincerely, in.Christ,

Father Roger L. Kaffer
Rector

RLK:jr
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OUR LADY OF ANGELS FRANCISCAN SEMINARY; .
1901 NORTH 18th STREET QUINCY, ILLINOIS 62301

April 3, 1969

Fr. Roger L. Kaffer

Rector '

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary
tockport, Illinois 60441

ﬁear Father Kaffer:

~Just -a--short note to explain the "u" (Unsatisfactory) on
/f* Bill Vlrtuggﬁ grade report.
\"--

A "U“ is given for excessive absences (2 or more per quar-
ter). Chorus is what we used to call Choir Practice. And the
same problems exist today that we used to have - getting people
to come.

.

It's not much of a sanction, but at least a U appears on &
the grade report.

Sinecerely yours,

Fr. Luean Freppert, O0.F.M.
Rector

FLF /lg
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_ August 12, 1969
Fr. Kaffer,

Thankyou for your invitation to spend an svening
with the bishop and seminarians. I will be present.
I think the diner and Mass ara an excellent opportunity
ffor communication and simply getting to know sachothsr.

Fr. Pusateri says 8S8unday mass at ouybarish and I
therefore have the opportunity to see and talk with him
weekly. T hope your summer has bYeen :njoyable and pro-
fitabls. Mine has been more educational than pleasurable.
I took an 8 cradit hour summer course to finish my French
reguirement and I worked full time in an Emergency Room.
Both experiences were worth the effort.

I am looking forward to retumming to Quincy, waich
has proved to be a most pewarding school. Thei® phil.
deptartment far exceaded my expectations and thair fine
arte depts. are also accsptable, My year therz was very
good in almost all aspects. I acted In two plays, worksd
on an Art dept. "Happening)] represented the seminary on
the colleges student senate, and took some intaresting
courses. The:professors are very friéndly and encouraging.
Noxt semester my academic achedule is projected as follows:
Medieval Phil., Contemp. Phil., Greek, Theo., Ceramics,and
Creative Writing. I am taking the Greek with requiremcnts
for St. Meinrad's Theologate in mind.

Looking forward to sesing you Friday, August 22,

P M——ﬂ_*—*\““-
&incerely,

2yl Vi

i T
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Jenuary 25, 1970

Er. Ryan,

Thankyou for your letter concerning the possibility of
enrollment at De Andreis Seminery. Does the slready small
enrollment of this seminary indicate that it too might fol-
low the trend towsrds merger with the growing Theological
centers, e.g., St. Meinred or Catholic Theologicsl Union?

If there is the possibility that it should close and merge,
it would be unforbunste to have initiated a program there.
Personnaly, I must_think twice before committing my.approval
to this risk. Also, no matter how qualified the faculty at
De Andreis is, their small number and the correspondingly
small size of the student body ( 38 scc. to CARA report)is
not fevorable to a stimuleti ng and diversified education.

In conclusion, if De.Andreis were offered as a possible
Theologate £or my own studies, I would decline. The primary
function of my education is academic; the secondary aim is
spostolic. Although De Andreis would make it possible to
do apostolic work in our Diocese, it would not satisfy my
educational aspirations, I have answered yonr letter in
terms of my personal needs because they are the most vatid
basis for my opinion. Other seminarians have other needs

and tslents.

Thankyou for asking my opinion,

éé%%bmm¢ﬁﬂﬁ¥b-

Willism Virtue

JAN 289 1870

800684
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FEB 11 1970

Feb. 10, 1970

Fr. Rysn,

Continued reflection on the possibility of studing
Theology at De Andreis has led me to conclude favorablyg.
If it were offered as anpoption, I would probably prefer
that our bishop send me there, From my present point of
view and the avesilsble information, its advantages out-
weigh any disadvesnteges. I realize that I am changing
the opinlon of De Andreis which I expressed in my last
letter to you (Jan. 25). However, I think thst I should
tell you how I feel.

Thnn%youb/?r your patience,

Will Virtue
Our Lady of Angels
Quiney, Ill.

82

000085
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Feb. 10, 1970

Fr. Ryzn,

Continued refl:z*ion on the possibility of studing
Theolozy at De Andr:’ fss led me to conclude favorsbly.
If it were offered - 0 option, I would probably prefer
that our bishop s=ni . thare. From my present point of
view and the avesilshk’™ information, its advantsges out-
weigh sny disedvsani- ., 1T realize that I am changing
the opinion of D2 A .is which I expressed in my last
letter to you (J-a. .. . However, I think that I should

tell you how I fe=1,

Thenkyou for your patiénoa,
- < T

WL iideg

Yuiney, I11.
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‘March 11, 1970

¥r, William Virtue
Qur lady of the Angels Seminary
Quinoy, Illinois

Dear EiI1l:

Bishop Hlanchette has received enthusiastie recommendations from both the
Seminary Board and the Fourth Year Collegians that De Andreis Seminary be made
available to our seminarians. The mehbers of the Seminary Board, noting the
enthusiasm of the seminarians who would be most directly involved as being in the
first group to attend, recommends that we try DeAndreis and further, since there
are so few in next year's First Theology Class for the Diocese, urges that all
should go there, a recommendation with which the Bishop concurs., The Vincentians,
of course, are known for their tradition of preparing young men for the priesthocd.

In view of the above, Bishop Blanchette has asked me to advise you that he
assigns you to Do Andreis Seminary to pursue your theological studies. -We pxplioi‘bly' asked
_about. possilily. closing, Bil', end Father Gaydos foresees no Buch probability., -

< I am sending a copy of this letter to Father Francis Gaydos, C.M., Rector,
and am confident you will be receiving from him soon all necessary information and
forms regarding application (which must be made before June 15). I shall send
directly to Father Gaydos from ouwr files copies of the required baptismal, confirma-
tion and parents’ marriage certificates, and also the required letiter of assignment
by the Diocese in the name of the Bishop.

Finally, I apologise for the mimeo format of the bulk of this letter, but it
makes possible earlier mailing and earlier notification, which I'm sure you prefer,

With a plea and a promise of condinued mutual prayers, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Father Roger L. Kaffer
Rector

RLK
cc Very Rev. Francis Gaydos, C.M.
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MEMO

DATE:  May 21, 1970

RE: William Virtue, Seminarian

On May 20, Bill came to tell me he really thinks he prefers to go to
Denver but sent his second letter out of a sense of obligation., He wants to
make known how he really feels so I recommended that he send the letter he
had drafted, suggesting he might simply add his willingness to accept the
final decision that is made, I am sure he will so accept.

Bill impressed me with his complete sincerity and openness, He really
prefers to go to St. Thomas in Denver. I conclude.
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May 28, 1980

Dear Fr, Kaffer:

Enclosed is my letter for the Bishop and the
Seminary Board concerning assignment for theology.
Thankyou for your advice in this matter. I hope
your work at Prévidence High School will be suc-
cessfull,

Sincerely,
Ll Vokana_

William Virtue
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May 11, 1971

Rev. Daniel Rysn
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street
Joliet, Illinois

Dear Father Ryan,

Enclosed is a letter for our Bishop in which I requested
$250 dollars for a summer course st St. Joseph's College with
Father Lynch, my counselor and teacher. As I mentioned to
you before, Father Lynch has helped me s great deal through
spiritual direction and it was he who advised me to continue
with him, dismissing, in his opinion, the need for psychiatric
counsel. I think thet I will profit s grest deel by studing
Hebrew under him and by continuing under his direction.

I hope you are doing fine in every way:

Sincerely,

Bill Ve

William Virtue
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May 11, 1971

Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois

Dear Bishop,

My first year of Theology has been quite an experience!
Not being recommended for Orders was a diffiocult thing to teke
but I did learn a lot about myself from the setback. I also
learned something about the priests of our diocese, for many
of them whom I know, when they did not see me taking Orders,
came up to me and talked at lenghh about my situstion. I was
deeply moved by their concern and active interest.

One of the persons who helped me understand my need for
growth is my spiritual director, Father William E. Lynch CM.,
Because Fr. Lynch has just bsen trensfered to Kenrick Seminary
in S8t. Louis, I will not be able to continue under his counsel
next yesr. However, I can continue with him this summer: it
is importent to me because Fr. Lynch is not only an excellent
PSYSEO}OéiSt but alsc s man of prayer who can help others grow
in Christ.

During my first year of Theology I have become convinced
of the vital importance of Seripture and have developed a
speoihlldesire to deepen my understanding of the Spiritual
realism of the Word of God. I want to do more than perfect
a method of technicel or exegetical analysis. Fr. Lynch has
taught us this year our imtroductory courses in 0ld Testament,
The Minor Prophets, and The Mystical Body. He has inspired me
to a truly spiritual understarding of scripture and that is
why I have planned to study Hebrew end Scripture under his
tutelage this summer at St. Joseph's College, in Indiane. I
will, as I mentioned above, also continue recieving spiritual
direction from Father. Father Gaydos, our rector, has approved
of this program — some students from De Andreis study with
Fr. Lynch every summer — and the courses I teke will go on my
transcript at De Andreis.

Concerning finance, Fr. Lynch dismissed all tuition fee
for the summer but I must psy St. Joseph's College room and board
for the six week session. The cost for room end board is $250.00.
Because I will be studing and not meking money this summer, could
the Diocese grant or lend me that 3250 dollars? 1 spoke with
Fr. Holup, who suggested that I turn to you for financiel help.

Thankyou for your attention, snd for your prayers end Messes.
May God continue to grant you Wisdom and Holiness as you shepherd

all of us, 2 4
Sincerely, M/ZI{W )

William Virtue



£
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May 13, 1971

Mr. William Virtue

De Andreis Seminary
S5ii East 127¢h S:reer
Lemoat, Ilinois 060439

Dear Bill:

Bishop Blanchette has asked me to respond t) your kind letter of May 11.
The Bisi.o slves you permission ti take the ¢ :uwses which you mentioned
at St. Joscoir's Callege, Muncie, Indiana. Although the diocese has not
been accustomed 1o pay the summer eipenses of its students, I am sure
that we car provide a loaa ts be pald after priestly ordination. I assume
that you will s2ad me the bill for room and buard, or have it sent tv me.
as you prefer.

Looking forward to seeing you and wishing you the best always, I am

Sincerely yours in Chzist,

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellor

DLR:jam
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May 19, 1971

Father Deniel Ryan
Diocsese of Joliet
Chancery Office

Dear Father Rysn,

Please convey my genuine gratitude to the Bishop for
his pemmission in the matter of my summer schooling. I
Will send the bill for room and board to you and keep a
record of the amount of the loan.

Our school year is about over. The final event is
Ordination, The Deacons are in a confusing and excited
state. The rest of the students are finishing exams,
writing papers (that's me) and preparing the bailding for
ordination day.

Next week sometime, when I'11 be home, I will contact
you and We can visit.

Williem Virtue
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Moy 19, 1971

Reverend Romeo Blanchette
Bishop, Diocese of Joliet

Dear Bishop,

Thankyou for allowing me to study scripture this summer
and for your financial assistence. Fr. Daniel Ryan has in-
formed me of your permission snd has made arrangements for a
loan.

I hope to visit with you sometime but so far I have not
been sble to meke an gppointment with you becausz of trans-
portation problems. But I will write for en appointment in
the future.

Our school year is just sbout over and the descons here
will be ordained next weekend. The whole school is swarming
with workers preparing the building for ordination day. I em
working in the library today, tommorrow I will be ocut on the
yard crew., The week is pessing gquickly.

It has been a8 rough year for me and I have not had an
easy time adjusting to Theology and to life in a close-knit
community. But I have had the opportunity to grow and learn.
I hope next year will be as profitable, though not as uneasy.
The students here seem to me to be a healthy group of guys and
I want to integrete with them in studies, play and prayer. I
am, however, a stubborn individualist and sort of slow at
meeting end joining others. I'll just keep trying.

Teke care of yourself,

s Vifue

Williem Virtue
1st Theology
De Andreis Seminary
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June 7, 1971

Mr. Williamm Virtue
608 South Pirinceton
Villa Park, Illinois 60181

Dear William,

I was pleased to receive your letter of May 19, 1971,
and since you indicated that you would be visiting me, I do hope
that some time during the summer you will have an opportunity to
make an appointment.

I appreciate very much your letter and also all the
efforts that you have made at the Seminary. I am pleased that
you like the seminary and the seminarians with whom you are
associated.

With the assurance of prayers, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRE/sma
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November 23, 1971

Mr. William Virtue
DeAndreis Seminary
511 Fast 127th Streets
Lemont, Illinois 60439

Dear Bill:

I discussed your kind letter of November 17, with Bishop Blanchette, after
his return from Washington. There are a number of implications here,
both with regard to the course and the financlal arrangements, which really
should be discussed before any"green light" could be given. I shall try

my level best to get out to DeAndreis to discuss these things with you,
Father Gaydos, and any other persons whom I might want to see about it,
sometime during the week after Thanksgiving, but I just cannot possibly

do that before then. I trust that you will be patient with me until I can

get out to the Seminary. -

Have a wonderful holiday, and 1 will hope to see you in the week following.

With best wishes, [ am

Sincerel_y yours in Christ,

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellox

DLRjam



FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 106

Redacted February 2014 7/: . Zé b am JF 1
le‘égsed April 2014 lﬁ . }M_ﬁo % 1 ,

December 7, 1971

My, itz Viroue
De andyzis Soauninary
a1 Fas. iaroy Sirset

Lemons, Ilinois w3y

Dear Bill:

Itowas o mise o visit with vou aad Fathor Gaydos last sowirda s,
Bisay v s 13 pleas2d dal sarollod for ce Mascar s
Peo convel o Pasls 1o is our cadorgaaading taat you and youd

corfrer. s <itl Keep P pusced ou weour Dru_ress at De Pacl ast oo

! s : N 2 am e e s 3 . = -1
e 4 eyl . G1E COALSEs Vul Laend te [ase.
pr b iioner isaes always, 1oad

Fperely voal 4 a0 W,

The Reverend Lanicl L. wyan
Chancellor

DLR :jam

¢c: Very Reverend Frank Gagdos
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November 17, 1971

Dear Fr. fyan,

I plen to enter the M.A, in Theology progrsm at De Paul. This
program allows students et DeAndreis to recieve an academic (state
recognized) degree, There are several réquired courses which we must
take at De Paul. I have decided to begin this winter by taking a
course in "some philosopher pertinent to religious thought," The
course is "The Philosophy of Martin Heidegger (part I). It is taught
by Dr. Bernard Boelen, e well known existentielist writer who is on
the faculty at DePaul. I havé hed some contact with Dr. Boelen, having
arranged for him to lecture et Lewis College when I attended it, and
having met him et verious adedemic seminars. I know he is a good teacher
and spesks from a Christian perspective. Fr. Mick Persich, C.M., our
academic dean, kd¥ised me before I registered and he recommends this course,

What remains? Consent from my superior (the bishop, yourself or the
seminary boerd) == which,2t the moment, I am assuming. Alsc, financial help.
I cannot pay flor the course and must requsst from the diocese a leoan to
cover this and the further courses I will take st De Psul. The arrangement
would be to have De Paul send the bill to the Diocessn Chancery. I will
continue to netify you of courses thet I plan to tske, assuming permission
unless I am teld to the contrary.

1 hopes everything is clear,

Thankyou very much for your time and sttention,

William Virtue
DeAndreis Seminary
Lemont, Ill. 60439

Encl.: I have typed out for you the requirements for this MiA, progrsm
which are listed in ths De Paul Uniwersity Bulletin, Graduate School,'71~-7
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De Paul M.A. in Theology (for DeAndreis students)

Requirements:

1. 48

B

b.

Ce

quarter hours of graduaste study (8 of which may be spplisd to thesis).

Including: Scripture, doctrinal history or systematic theology and
religious ethies.

In the ellied field the student must take two of the following
courses: Soctology 302 (Cultural Anthropology), Philosophy 365
(Philosophy of Religion), or Theology 343 (Social Dimension of
Religionﬁ. He must also choose a seminar in the philosophy dept.
on some philosopher pertinent to religious thought.

Thesis.

2, One foreign lsngusge (reading knowledge exeminstion must be takén).

3. A two part written comprehensive exsmination in the field of biblical
studies, doctrinel histery, systematic theclogy and religious ethies,
each part tsken for three hours,

4, 4 one hour oral exsminstion constituting a "defense of the thesis."

Note:

these requirements are nct the seme as the curriculum st DeAndreis —
whicn is more demanding.
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DICCESE OF JOLIET

Cr{aﬂcs ry O}i/}ce

425 SUMMIT STREET
JOLIET, ITLLINDQIS 60435

To: in, W ZZ‘?:GTJ@P/?';LLG

Re: :“uistry ¢f Léctor

By virtue of this Dimissorial Letter, I grant you the permission to

be promoted to the candidacy, or ministry, or order indicated above,

for service to this Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois, by the Most Reverend

Reymond . vonasi, Ytuwler Zisiop of Vanariona and suxtilizrs of Joliet,

or by any other Bishop in union with the Apostolic See.

I have graanted you this permission after assuxance that all of the re-
quirements of the Code of Canon Law, the Instruction of the Sacred
Congregation of the Sacraments, of Decembex 27, 1930, and the
Apostolic Letters of Pope Paul VI, of August I5, 1972, have been
fulfilled; that you have not contracted any impediment, irregularity,
or censure; that your moral character will enable you to fulfill all
the obligations of your promotion; and that you have freely expressed
your desire and intention for this promotion.

After the ceremony, notification should be sent to the Joliet Chancery
as soon as possible.

/s/ Romeo Blanchette
Bishop of Joliet

Given at Joliet, Illinois
from the Chancery

Date: iaveh 27, 1373

Concordat cum originai







FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIE/T i ,4{11?4
w. Vi

UNGENTIAN] EATHERS —_—
Iggllégsed April 2 0 O 0 1 2 4

NDRE\S 511 EAST 127th STREET « LEMONT, ILLINOIS 60438
D O
L .
: }Q/nmaﬂ,lﬂ/ Students: 312-257-6630 & 257-6470

November 17th

Rev., Daniel Ryan
Chancellor

425 summit Street
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Father Ryan,

Enclosed are Bill Virtue's requests for the Ministries

of Lector and Acolyte. The faculty had a discussion about
these requests and they gave unanimous approval., We all
feel that Bill has come a long way and matured consider-
ably since his first year here at De Andreis, Remarks
about him were all favorable,

Bill would like to recelve these ministries whenever it
will be convenient for you., His hope 1s that he will be
able to catch up with his class so that he will be able
to receive the Diaconate with them thlis soring.

One technical point, if he receives either or both of
thege ministries before January 1lst, he should be first
admltted to the Clerical State. After January lst, this
ceremony will be included in the rite of Diaconate,

Therefore, I will leave the schadule of times and proced-
ures in your hands, If Bill receives the Bishop's
approval for these ministries, please inform me of the
dates you have decided upon.

If I can be of any further help, don't hesitate to write
or call,

In Christ,

T2t £ XAk .

Robert R. Rohrich, C.M.
Director of Students
De Andrels Seminary

P.S. Please return these letters so that I can place them
in Bill's fille.
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April 24, 1974

Reverend Roger L. Kaffer
Providence High School
1800 W. Lincoln Highway
New Lenox, Illinois 60451

Dear Rog:

After our phone conversation of today, I discussed
with Bishop Blanchette your kind letter of April 22nd,
regarding the remmeration of Bill Virtue. The Bishop
believes that Bill should be considered on educational
leave for the purposes of hls proposed study this summer.
In this instance, the provisions which the Bishop has
authorized, as indicated on page 96, October 1973, J.O0.B.,
would prevail. Since your agency (Providence High School)
has initiated the request for his educational leave, your
agency will be responsible for full tuition, etc., accord-
ing to the provisions of that outline. I am sure that
5t. Anthony's will provide his room and board. Please
let me hear from you in this regard.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellor

DLR:ss

000125
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April 24, 1974

Mr., William Virtue
DeAndreis Seminary
127th Street

Lemont, Illinois 60439

Dear Bill:

I think it is about time for you to have a little
conversation with the Bishop regarding your plans for
this summer and beyond. If you will be good enough to
call me, I will be happy to arrange an appointment at
your convenience and that of the Bishop. As a matter
of fact, I would be delighted to see you when you come
to the Chancery.

Hoping to hear from you and with kindest regards,
I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellor

DLR:ss

000127
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May 29, 1974

Reverend Mr. William Virtue
DeAndreis Seminary

511 East 127th Street
Lemont, Illinois 60439

Dear Mr. Virtue:

Effective June 20, 1974, I hereby name you to assist
at St. Anthony Church, Joliet, Illinois, and to teach at
Providence High School, New Lenox, Illinois. You will
kindly report for duty on that day.

Wishing you God's blessings in your new assignment,
I remain,

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB:ss
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June 24, 1974

Father Dan Ryan

Chancery Office

425 Summit Street
Joliet, I1linois 60435

Dear Father Ryan:

It is my understanding that Bill Virtue is to receive the same
remuneration as a religious on the faculty, and that it would be $3,900 for the
year. However, since Bill will need some money this summer, | will be happy
to prorate that over twelve months instead of the usual ten, beginning July Ist.
We will, likewise, be responsible for his tuition for the two courses at Joliet
Junior College, taken at my request. It is my understanding that St. Anthony's
will provide his room and board.

| will implement these things with Father Frederick, and shall see
to it that his first paycheck from Providence is included in the July lIst
payroll.

Trusting this is acceptable to all parties concerned, and asking
to be advised if it Is not, | remain,

Father/Roger L. Kaffer
Principal

RLK:mav

Father Frederick, Father M. Valente
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February 13, 1975

Reverend Mr. William Virtue
St. Anthony's Church

100 Scott Street

Joliet, Ilinois 6043l

Dear Bill:

I was pleased with your petition to be promoted Sacred Order of
Dlaconate. As you know, it is necessary for the Seminary Board to give
their recommendation to me on this matter., We will see what they have
to say. All thatI have heard so far is good.

Is the possibility of the ceremony being heid at Providence out of
question for it would seemingly be a good way of promoting vocations.
I offer this on my own unofficially and off the record since this has not
been discussed with the Seminary Board, but I would like your reaction
(by phone) immediately in case you see some merit. The fact that you and
I both agree on it would not necessarily mean that that is what will happen,
but at least it would help us in the discussion.

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB:jw
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y NDRE\S 511 EAST 127th STREET . LEMONT, ILLINOIS 60439

* -
5 Facuity: 312-257-5454
Students: 312-257-8630 & 257-6470

March 12, 1975

Bishop Romeo Blanchette
Dioccese of Joliet
Chancery 0Office

425 Summit Street
Joliet, Ill. 60435

Your Excellency:

i

T am happy to inform vou that\Mr. William Virtuegmade a
retreat here at De Andreis over the weekend of Mazeh~8s—im-prepdration
for his ordination to the Diaconate.

(“, Thank you for your letter of March 3. I certainly under-
stand your giving Canonical Examinations to deacons in preparation for
the Priesthood, in view of the time which elapses between their leaving
the seminary and their ordination to the Priesthood. Be assured that
we, at the seminary, are not the least bit disturbed.

Wishing you every bit of speed in the recovery of your
health and all of God's blessings, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Francis A. Gaydos, C.M.
Rectorxr

FG/3jt






FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 125

Telephone 722-1057
Redacted February 2014

Relosed April 2014 St. Anthony’s Church - 0 09 1 43
100 Scott Street
Joliet, TI. 60451

2

I+ understand the invitation of Christ to celibacy to be

for the Kingdom of God. In the words of Fr., Daniel Martin C.M.,
celibacy is "the spiritualization and transcendance of the good
of the sex urge by supplying a situation more demanding of pure .
love, because less enticing to the sense drive, a situation in
which God the Father is loved in all, and 2ll are loved in the
Father, regardless of any natural claim for love" (unpublished
manuscript, "The Sacral Nature of Sex"). Such a way of life is
a gift from God: "Open to me the gates of holiness; I will enter

and give thanks." (Ps. 117).

Sincerely,

Y lansd Wrizn

William Virtue
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

"I, W/LLIAM (//Rnc_'f with firm faith, believe and profess all and everything
that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:"

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, and of

all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before all ages. God of God,

Light of Light, true God of true God, Begotten, not made, of one substance with
the Father. By Whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven. And He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mazry: And was made Man. He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, and was buried, And on the third day He rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, And of His kingdom
there will be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets. And one holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.,
And I await the resurrection of the dead. And the life of the world to come. Amen.

"1 firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined by

the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared by its ordinary magis-
terium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, according as they are proposed
by it, expecially those things dealing with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ,
its sacraments and the sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff,"

pae Mon.ch 24 /4 75
PlaceAE" W%W Z{/W %M_)

® ¥ % ¥ X * * ¥+ *x ® F ¥ ¥ =

#

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place indicate___éf above:

Wl Pl
Bishop / Delegate w :,Z. / ﬁ
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425 SUMMIT STREET
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435

March 26, 1975

The Reverend Msgr. Joseph S. Marback
Chancellor of the Military Ordinariate
30 E. 51st Street

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Msgr. Marback:

Would you kindly insert the following notation in the baptismal
register for the following:

Mr. William Dennis Virtue, who was baptized on November 7, 1948
at Washington Heights Chapel, Tokyo, Japan, was ordained a Deacon
for the Diocese of Joliet on March 24, 1975 at St. Francis Woods,
Mokena, Illinois by the Most Reverend Romeo R. Blanchette.

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

- Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Reverend William B/ Donnelly,

Assistant Chancellor
WED:m

Duly noted. Thank you. MILITARY ORDINARIATE
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April 30, 1975

Mr. William Virtue

St. Anthony Parish

100 N. Scott Street
Joliet, Illinois 60431
Dear Bill:

Today, we learned from Andreas Seminary, in Lemont, that Bishop
Vonesh is planning on conferring the ministry of Acolyte on
Ascension Thursday, May 8th. I do not know if Bishop Vonesh
mentioned this to you or not but I feel that you should be informed
. in case he wishes you to act as master of ceremonies. The installa-
(; tion ceremony seems to be scheduled for St. Charles Borromeo Seminary

in Lockport, but whether it will be in the morning or afternoon is
still not decided. As soon as I get more detailed information I will
let -you know, but Bishop Vonesh is at Mundelein for the Regional Meeting
and will not be back until Thursday.

With every best wish, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Reverend William E. Donnelly,
WED:m Assistant Chancellor
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June 4, 1975

The Reverend Mr. William Virtue
St. Anthony's Church

100 Scott Street

Joliet, I1linois 60432

Dear Deacon Virtue:

Effective immediately, I am appointing youaas
deacon of St. Mary Magdalene Parish, Joliet, thereby
transferringyyou from your assignment to Providence High
School, New Lenox, and your residence at St. Anthony Rectory,
Joliet. Please report for duty at St. Mary Magdalene Parish
a? soon as may be mutually convenpant for you and Father
Slown.

I hereby grant you the faculties to preach in
St. Mary Magdalene Parish. Please understand that you will

need specific delegation for any marriage which you may be
called upon to perform.

Wishing you God's blessings in your new assignment,
I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of dliet
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425 SUMMIT STREET
JOLIET, 1LLINOIS 60435

June 6, 1975
MEMORANDUM
REGARDING: Deacon William Virtue

OncJune 4, 1975, I spoke to Deacon Virtue as I presented
him with his Tetter of assignment to St. Mary Magdalene Parish,
Joliet. I spoke to him of my high regard for him and the fine
work that he is doing as Master of Ceremonies to Bishop Vonesh. 1
then pointed out some negative aspects of his Tife and ministry,
as they had reached me. First of all, I pointed out that he does
not seem to be able to follow an agenda set by someone else. People

0 expect rather to receive an answer "no" than "yes" when they ask
(;_ him to do something. Furthermore, he has been given to several
outbursts of temper both at the parish of St. Anthony and at Providence
High School. Furthermore, he is never seen at daily Mass in either
place. I suggested that he would want to discuss these items with
his counselor. We had a very cordial visit, but I could not say
that he communicated any information to me whatsoever.

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellor

DLR:kms
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October 15, 1975

Reverend iir. William Virtue
St. Mary Magdalene Parish
127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, I1linois 60433

Dear Bill:

This is to inform you that your petition for
the priesthood has been received, and a committee of the
Seminary Board has been appointed to visit you and your
parish priest and anyone else they may deem useful in
making their report fo the full Seminary Board on
October 30, 1975.

You can expect the committee in a week or so.
The usual proceudre has been delayed because of Father
Ryan's 1llness and relapse. The recommendations of the
Seminary Board undoubtedly will be given to me
immediately after the meeting and you will be notified
quickly thereafter.

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRB :kms

000152

P.S. Because of my restrécted schedule letters not marked

"Confidential" are not given directlytto me. Father Ryan had
yours and because of his having to be out of town,and his

subsequent iliness and relapse, I saw the letter only yesterday.
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October 31, 1975
The Rev, Mr. William Virtue
St. Mary Magdalene Rectory
127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, Illinois 60433

Dear Bill:

I am happy to inform you that the Seminary Board
has unanimously recommended to me that I ordain you, I, therefore,
follow up my oral conversation with you by sending you this official
Call to Ordination,

Please contact Father Ryan with reference to the
date of Ordination, the place, and the ordaining Prelate. Also at
the same time, please contact Father Ryan with reference to the
music to be used, the canonical examination, and also the Ad Audi-
enda Examination procedures to be followed.

Withing you God's blessing and assuring you of my

prayers as you now enter into the final phase of your training for the
glorious vocation of the priesthood, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB/sma
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November 3, 1975
Page 2

Looking forward to seeing you on the tenth, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Reverend William E. Donnelly
Assistant Chancellor

WED: kms
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Reverend Michael Valente
St. Anthony Church

100 Scott Street

Joliet, Illinois 60432

Dear Father Valente:

In accordance with Canon 998 of the Code of Canon Law, I would

ask that you publish in your bulletin or announce from the pulplt the
following information:

The Reverend Mr. William Virtue will be ordained to the priest-
hood of Jesus Christ on Saturday, November 29, at St. Raymond Cathedral,

Joliet, Illinois. Bishop Romeo Blanchette will confer the sacrament on
Deacon Virtue. ;

I would appreciate it very much if you would 1nf0rm me once this
publication has taken place.

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend William E. Donnelly
Assistant Chancellor

WED:cas
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Reverend John Slown :

St. Mary Magdalene Church : , "
127 South Briggs Street

Joliet, Illinois 60433

Dear Father Slown:

In accordance with Canon 998 of the Code of Canon Law, I would
ask that you publish in your bulletin or announce from the pulplt the
following information:

: The Reverend Mr. William Virtue will be ordained to the prlest-
hood of Jesus Christ on Saturday, November 29, at St, Raymond Cathedral in

Joliet, Illinois. Bishop Romeo Blanchette Wlll confer the sacrament on
Deacon Virtue. - . :

I would appreciate it very much if you would inform me once this
publication has taken place.

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend William E. Donnelly
5 Assistant Chancellor

WED:cas
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November 3, 1975

. ‘. . e
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Reverend Mules P. McDonnell,

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
1775 Grove Street

Glenview, Illinois 60025

Dear Father McDonnell:
In accordance with Canon 998 of the Code of Canon Law, I would
ask that you publish in your bulletin or announce from the pulplt the
following information:

The Reverend Mr. William Virtue will be ordained to the priest-
hood of Jesus Christ on Saturday, November 29, at St. Raymond Cathedral,
Joliet, Illinois. Bishop Romeo Blanchette will confer the sacrament on
Deacon Hottinger. ) y :

I would appreciate it vexry much if you would inform me once this
publication has taken place.
Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend William E. Donnelly
Assistant Chancellor

WED:cas
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PROFESSION 0F FALITH

~ "I,_William Virtue , with firm faith, believe and profess all and
everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:" .

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before
all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begoiten,
not made, of one substance with the Father. By Whom all things were
made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. And
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: And was made Man.
He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there will
be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Tife,
Who proceeds frem the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father
* and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets.
And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. And I await the resurrection of the dead. And
the 1ife of the world to come. Amen.

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either
defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared

by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals,
according as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff."

Bl Hor L e Dliticr

DATE November 10, 1975

PLACE Joliet Chancery Office

* k k k % k k k k kRt k k k% %k k%

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place
indicated above:

O aseild  Q Fcrray
Biskop / Delegafe 6]
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Immediately following
priestly Blessing
in Cathedral Gy?
after the Ordi?atlon
ou are inv1ti§ _—
uffet-Recept1o
tgt? goseph Park Hall,
Raynor & Theodore_Streets
Joliet, Il1linois.
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November 18, 1975 .

The Reverend #r. William Virtue
St. Mary Magdalene Parish

127 South Briggs Street

Joliet, ITlinois 60433

Dear Bill:

I am enclosing two profession of faith forms for
our two deacons who will be ordained on Saturday, fovember 22nd.
Would you be kind enough to ask Bishop Vonesh to receive their
profession of faith after the ordination ceremony. If he will
be kind enough to witness these documents and return them to
this office, I am sure Bishop Blanchette will direct each of
the new priests a letter of appointment along with the conferal
of the faculties of our diocese.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellor

OLR:kms

Enclosures
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November 29, 1975

The Reverend William Virtue
St. Mary Magdalene Parish
127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, IT11inois 60433

Dear Father Virtue:

Effective immadiately, I hereby
appoint you associate pastor (Canon 476) of
St. iMary Magdalene Parish, Joliet, I1lineois.

I hereby grant you general delegation
for marriajes in St. Mary Magdalene Parisn, Joliet.
I also hereby grant you €he faculties of the
Diocese of Joliet.

Hishing you Cod's blessings in your
new assignment, I remdin

Cordial¥y vours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRB :kms

WILLIAM VIRTUE

0001686
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PROFESSION 0F FAITH

R W /léidwiaznx k{42t;’ » With firm faith, believe and profess a}] .and

everythlng that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:"

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before
all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten,
not made, of one substance with the Father. By Whom ali things ware
made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. And
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: And was made Man.
He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the 1iving and the dead. And of His kingdom there will
be no end. And I beiieve in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of lite,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father
* and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets.
And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. And I await the resurrection of the dead. And
the Tife of the world to come. Amen.

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either
defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared

by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals,
according as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff."

Wit e 1) VT

William D. Virtue

DATE  November 29, 1975

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place

indicated above:
dkdﬁxefi4tﬂn_aég%;axhxlgéz

Bishep-/ Delegate /
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;December 29, 1975

Revercend William Virtue TR :; BT C
St. Mary Magdalene Church y @ R LT :
127 South Briggs Street - . . : . . . ‘ B . i
Joliet, Illinois 60433 e D n B3 2 WD 5 : 3

Deaxr Father Virtue: ' - - : ' : i

In past years, the diocese of Joliet has requested all newly or-
dained priests to sign promissory notes of $150.00 for each year that they spent
in a theology progran paid for by the diocese itself. The purpose of these pay-
-ments was twofold. First, so that the priests themselves could, in at least a
token fashion, repay the diocese for their theological education. Since most
theolopates must charge approximately $2,000.00 per year for room, board and tuition,
the $150.00 asked is obviously only a gesture of the newly ordained priest for his
theological training. The second reason, and a2 much more important one, was that

.the Bishop uses these funds for the education .of future priests. As you are aware,
our diocese, and all others in the United States, is suffering a vocation crisis.
Bishop Blanchette has always insisted that no young :man will ever be turned away
from a seminary because of lack of funds. The money provided by.the newly ordained

- priests through these promissory notes went to provide an education for men at the
(j high school, college and post graduate level so that they could pursue their voca-
- tzon to the prlesthood.

Unfortunately, in recent years, some men have Slgned these notes with
1ittle or no intention of-actually fulfilling them. Because of this, we at the
Chancery Office have been placed in the embarrassing situation of writing dunning
notes to fellow priests asking them to fulfill their obligations. To avoid any such

. embarrassment in the future, I would ask you to consider whether or not you do in-
tend to fulfill this request of the Bishop. If so, I would ask you to sign the
enclosed promissory notes and return them to me at the Chancery as soon as possible.
I£, however, you decide not to take on this obligation, I would ask that you return
the notes to me unsigned so that there will be no nced for lengthy useless corres-
~ pondence in the fhture. .

I would also remind you that Statute No. 9 of the Joliet Synod requires
that cvcry priest have a Last Will and Testament and that the location of the Will
(not its contents) be made known to the Chancellor. I would ask then that as soon as
possible you prepare a Will and inform Fathexr Ryan or myself of its location (bank

: vault safety deposxt box, rectory safe, etc.). .

ThanPlng you for your attention to these matters I am
s ; 3_ : - o Sincerely yours in Chrlst

Reverend William E." Donnelly
Assistant Chancellor

i_ WED:cas
.* Enclosure
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,_ 127 South Brigas Stveet - 000172
Foliet, Illinois

April 17, 1977
Deaxr Bishop Blanchette,

I find I am using teo much energy trying to
keep my balance while working with Fr. Slown.
I see no evidence that he is undergoing professional
help for his grave problems.

I appreciate your respect for my desire to stay
here, and I hope my having been adamant in no way
presented atresistance tg yeur exercise of authority.

I submit the following to your decision:

Would it be good for you to now honor Fr. Slown's
often repeated reguest that I be transferred?

Should I continue serving Bishop Vonesh as his
M.C., as he told me he would like, this will be practical
only if I am stationed in the Joliet locale.

< - : Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr., William Virtue
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April 20, 1977

PERSONAL

Father William Virtue

St. Mary Magdalene Parish
127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, Ilinois 60433

Dear Father Virtue:

I wish to acknowledge having received your letter and
I shall bring the matter up at the next meeting that we have of the
Personnel Board so that the Board will be informed of your desire

for a change of assignment,
With Best wishes, I remain,

( Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB/nb
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May 27, 1977

The Reverend William Virtue
St. Mary Magdalene

127 South Briggs Street
Joliet, IT11inois 60435
Dear Father Virtue:

Effective July 1, 1977, 1 hereby appoint you
associate pastor (Canon 476) of St. Dom 1ic's Parish, Bolingbrook,
I1linois, transferring you as associate pastor of St. Mary Magdalene
Parisn, Joliet.

i hereby grant you general delegation for marriages in
St. Dominic's Parish, Bolingbrook, I11inois effective July 1st.

Wishing you God's blessings, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Jalietx
RRB :kms

cc: The Reverend John Slown - St. Mary Magdalene -~ Joliet
The Reverend Frank Anksorus - St. Dominic - Bolingbrook
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May 27, 1977

The Reverend Frank Anksorus
St. Dominic's Parish
440 East Briarcliff Road
Bolingbrook, I11inois 60439
Dear F&ther Anksorus:
I wish to inform you that effective July 1, 1977,
I hage appointed .he Reverend William Virtue associate pastor
of St. Dominic's Parish, Bolingbrook. I have also granted him
general delegation for marriages at vour parish effective that
same day. i
Wishing you God's blessings, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
RRB : kms
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Office of the Archbishop July 15th, 1977

Reverend William Virtue
St Dominic Parish

440 E, Briarcliff Road
Bolingbrook, IL 60439

Dear Father Virtue,

In the interest of providing adequate spiritual care for all of the
people in your vicinity, some who come frequently to the Archdiocese of
Chicago or who are hospitalized here, 1am pleased, with the agreement and
approval of your Most Reverend Ordinary, to grant you the faculties of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, in accordance with Canon Law and our Archdiocesan
regulations, for the tenure of your present assignment, Tkis grant of
faculties will expire in case of your transfer.

Tt is undexrstood that the usual canonical procedurcs will be follewed
in the case of marriages., :

In administering the Sacraments to any cf the parishioners in Chicage
hospitals, it is respectfuily suggested that you advise the Chaplain beforehand,

so that no confusion might result,

Wishing you every blessing in your priestly work and with kindest
personal regards, [am,

Very truly yours in Christ,

Archhishop of Chicago

P.S- Wili yeu be enough to complete the enclosed form and return it at convenience,

cc:‘/Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette, D. D, - Bishop of Joliet
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St. Dominic Church

440 E. Briarcliff Road + Bolingbrook, IL 60439 -+ (312) 739-5703

October 10, 1877
Dear Bishop Blanchette,

I appreciated the time and interest you gave me last week in
order to discuss the issues relatsd to my former assignment.

I am nonored to be M.C, for you on the occasions you rsquested
(except the Oakbrook engagement which * cennot make).

Today I have two other matters I want to presemt to you.

For the past eight years I have been organizing s collection
of theological and Mmerican Catholic Historical works which have
been inherited by the diocese at the desth of priessts (such as Fr,
Steesser, Fr., Hoover, etc.) and thessLbooks are nos in s corner of
s back rcom of the St. Cherles Borromeo Library where Br. Richard
has kindly provided space. At this time, at his suzgestion and my
request, I ask vou to establish an officiel Diocesan Agxchives which
would contain the fellowing items:

1. Valued peremmial theologicsl books left to the diocess by
priests.

2. Parish enniversary booklets and othsr such items.

3. Dioccesan souvenir items.

4, Books of American {otholic historicel interest, including
some now shelved at the seminary snd some in the mesting
room of the chancery building (#nd floor).

5, What other categories you cr ‘others might recommend.

Fr. Domiric Valentino has offered the use of & room in the
REQC building, but csnnot afford to buy shelving. Perhaps more
she lving in the chencery meeting room end one file cabinet would
be sufficient. Some permanent plesce is now needed, in my opinion.
An asnmoucement in the JOB, requesting perish anniversary booklets
and welcoming priests o open tneir collections to the build-up of
this repository might be all that is needed for the time-being in
order to make psople sware of s central srchive of historical walue.

The second metter in which I would like your opinion or decision
is-the possibility of an orgenized introduction of the Catholic League
for Religious end Civil Rights which has contacted me in the hope of
sending a priest representing them who wants to spesk at masses in our
parishes or before parish school boards in order to tell people about
the League's work and perhaps start a locel chapter in our diocese.

I havs been inéontact with ¥r. Lenc concerning this matter, and
even went so far ad to suggest & "lawyer's mass" for the purpose. Bui
he wants , it seems, more diocesan wide involvement. This League and
its work may be a wey to rejuvenats the "rsd mass”" and spur our catholie
lawyers to greater involvement in issues which the lsity properly handle,
especie lly regarding legislation end jurisprudence effecting American
Catholies, whether it be pro-lifs, minority discriminetion, or school-aide.
I re~lize vou have distributed Catholic Lesgue materials in the JOB. i,.e
we resdy for a more organized involvement in their sctivityl’

Sincerely, /5;2 /W[M/MZM

Pr. Williem D. Virtue
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May 22, 1978

MEMORANDUMH

TO: Monsignor Murray

FROM: Father Ryan

Father Bi11 Virtue is willing to act as
coordinator of this collection of books, under the
direction of Bishop Blanchette. I suppose the thought
is that you would refer Father Virtue to any of the
priests who might offer books, as a result of this
article. Please look over the article, and see if you think
anything should be changed, added or deleted.

ARTICLE

A central diocesan collection of theological,
historical and other scholarly books ia ' ready information.
This heritage of fine books has already received substancial
contributions of volumes from priests of cur diocese, living,
and deceased.

Of special value are:

Joliet Diccesan History and books of local history

Parish Histories (anniversary books, etc., including documents for
diocesan archives.)

American Catholic History (books on missions, Hierarchy, dioceses,
lay leaders, religious communities, seminaries,
schools, movements, etc.)

Works of Catholic Persons of Letters

Classical and contemporg theological works.

Any priest who is willing to contkibute books to this
collection 1s asked to contact Monsignor Daniel J. Murray at the
Chancery, Joliet. He, in turn, will notify the librarians, who would
l1ike to make the selection of books before arrangements are made for
their transportation to the central collection. Thank you for your
anticipated cooperation.

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Vicar General
DLR:kmt
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September 13, 1979

Reverend William Virtue

St. Dominic Church

440 E. Briarcliff Road
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60439

Dear Father Virtue,

Many thanks for your kind invitation to attend your
"autograph party' this Sunday. Because of a previous commitment I will
be unable to attend but I am grateful for the invitation. I ¢

I have not yet had the opportunity to read the book
which you and Father Ratiu authored, I will save that for the long cold

winter nights. Many thanks again for the invitation and for sending me
a copy of the book. )

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Jospeh L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

JLI/nb
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'BISHOP'S OFFICE

July 14, 1980

Reverend William Virtue

St. Dominic Parish

440 E, Briarcliff
Bolingbrook, Illinpis 60439

Dear Father Virtue:

In order to provide adequately for the pastoral care
of the people of St. Mary Nativity Parish, Joliet, I am appointing you
as associate pastor of St, Mary's (Canon 476) Thls appointment will
take effect on July 21, and upon that date your assignment at St. Dominic
parish as associate will be terminated. I grant you general delegation
for marriages at St. Mary Nativity, Joliet effective July 21,

I am very grateful to you for the ministry you have
exercised among the people of St. Dominic these past three years. I
hope that this experience has been not only fruitful for your people but
also benefical for you, T pray that your ministry among the pcople of
St. Mary Nativity parish will offer you and youy people many blessings.
I assure you of my willingness to be available to you whenever you wish.

I urge you to take part in the cluster meetings of
the priests of your area, It is important that we recognize that we
all haye a share in the presbyterate of the Joliet Diocese. There is
much that we can offer each other as well as learn from each other. I
wish you well in your new assignment and assure you of my prayers for
you,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

cc-Reverend Aloysius Sinsky
Reverend Frank Anksorus

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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Bishop Joseph Imesch
Chancery Office

425 Summit St.

Joliet, Iil.

March 21, 1981
Feast of St. Joseph

Dear Bishop Imesch,

I hereby request a transfer of assignment this June.
Fr, Sinsky and I have discussed this, and it is his will, to
which I assent, that I go. For the record, I have enclosed
a copy of a letter I wrote to him today. This letter states
my times of absence, both for an appointment and for
vacation itimes - a rest which my doctor recommended now.

In regards to a transfer, I will contact Fr. Donnelly.
However, I do not wish to disclose to a personel board my
doctor's care and advice, which I consider private matter.
Although I realize it is a great favor, and although I also
recognize that I was ordained to be available throughout the
Diocese, at this time in my life I have good reasons for asking
a special appointment: to be assigned in the city of Joliet.

(‘ When I have returned from seeking consultation during the
. appointment to which I am heading today, I will inform you
of any recommendations or suggestions regarding myself.

Respectfully submitted,

Pl VR

Fyr. William D. Virtue

Suelbsua
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March 20, 1981
Dear Fr. Sinsky,

Here is my schedule, following what you said to do:
1. Leave today for Texas and return Friday, April 3
2. Leave June 7 through July 3

3. Leave probably during June
if request for transfer granted by Bishop.

Furthermore:

I do not consider it disloyal to inquire about an assignment
in Shannahon; priests my age seek such opportunities naturally -
at my age you yourself were already a pastor.

I do not consider myself unsuited for parochial ministry;
I have faithfully and competently carried out the duties which
you have asked me to perform each week: namely, saying Masses
and giving well-received homilies; assisted at distribution of
Communion and exposition and reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
(at least twice daily); actual hearing of Confessions about 55
minutes daily; counselling and spiritual direction about 5 hours
a week; teaching grades 3 - 8 one day a week with lessons for
8th several days and visiting grades 1 and 2, as well as disciplinary
guidance of the students; visited the patients in the hospitals
three times each week, attended weekly St. Vincent DePaul
meetings, and so forth. At your request I twice weekly said
Mass for the Religious at Guardian Angel (for five months) and
everyother week said Mass at Resurrection Mausoleum, which
activities took up my parish time. On my own I once gave a
Natural Family Planning talk in Oakbrook, and a one hour talk
at St. John's grade school in Joliet; I gave a one afternoon
retreat in Sublette - for your friend; and my only other extra-
parochial project has been during the last month and a haif
when I spent about five hours weekly editing a publication for
priestly formation - surely relevant to my ministry. I have
never complained about any of the above-mentioned pastoral
duties, in spite of the fact that I sometimes wonder if the
weekend priests get paid almost as much as I do per month!
Considering how liitle I eat, you are getting your money's
worth out of me. I cannot accept that any faults I may have
outweigh the good I have given here at St. Mary Nativity.
At a time when neighboring priests boldly propose to close
our parish, I have built it up in so far as God has given me
the Grace.

Sincerely,

Fr. Bill Virtue Feast of St. Joseph
March 19, 1981
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August 31, 1981

Reverend William Virtue
St. Mary's Church

195th § 115th Streets
P.0.Box 2

Mokena, Illinois 60448

Dear Father Virtue: =

In order to provide adequately for the pastoral care of
the people of S¥. Mary's Parish, Mokena, I am appointing you as associate
pastor of St, Mary's (Canon 476). This appointment will take effect on
September 1, I grant you general delegation for marriages in St. Mary's
parish, Mokena, effective on that date.

I am grateful to you for the ministry you have exercised
during this past year at St. Mary's Nativity Parish. I know that your
ministry there was appreciated by many people, I pray that your ministry
at St. Mary's parish will offer many blessings to you and your parishioners.
I assure you of my willingness to be available to you whenever you wish, I
urge you to take part in the cluster meetings of the priests of your area.
It is important that we recognize that we all have a share in the
presbyterate of the J@liet Diocese. There is much that we can offer each
other as well as learn from each other, '

I know that these past _severa] months have not been
particularly easy for you, nor for me. I appreciated your willingness to
speak openly with me about some of theee difficulties. I have tried to
be sensitive both to your own needs and to the needs of this local
Church. You have particular gifts that can be of great benefit tc your
people. I am hopeful that under Father Burnett's leadership and support,
that both you and the parishioners of St. Mary's will grow in the Spirit.
I wish you well in your new apsignment and assure you of my prayers,

Sincércly iﬁ Christ,

Most _Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

cc-Reverend James Burnett
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

April 19, 1982

Reverend William Virtue
St. Mary's Parish
P.O.Box 2

195th & 115th Avenue
Mokena, Illinois 60448

Dear Father Virtue:

In order to provide for the care of the people at
Sacred Heart Parish in Joliet, I am appointing you as Administrator
(Vicarius Oeconomus) of Sacred Heart Parish, effective April 22nd,
1982.

As you know, there is a great need for evangelization
in the Sacred Heart Parish area. While there are a number of people
who continue to worship at Sacred Heart, those who reside in the
immediate area are not many. I am anxious that we begin to reach out
to the people who live in the area, in whatever way that we can to
establish the presence of the Church. I would ask you to have this
as one of your primary concerns.

I will also ask you to take an active part in being
present at the Bishop Blanchette elementary school. I would suggest
that you find time to speak with the Reverend John Fogarty, pastor of
St. Mary's Carmelite parish, to discuss how you might cooperate in
providing for religious activities at the school.

The challenges and opportunities of Sacred Heart
parish are many, and I am grateful that you have volunteered your
service for this community. You have many talents and abilities, and
this parish will provide you with the opportunity of exercising them.
The people have had their former pastor with them for a long time,
and he has served their needs well. It will be important for you to
be sensitive to their past practice as you begin to exercise your own
particular style of leadership. I have every confidence that you will
serve the people well.

I encourgate you also to begin working towards the
establishment of a parish council, should one not already be active.
In addition, I would hope that you would see as one of your priorities
your active participation in the meetings of your cluster. It is
important that we give more than lip service to our unity as the

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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presbyterate. The cluster arrangement allows us to share our priesthood
with our brothers, as well as obtain support and encouragement from each
others presence,

I assure you of my willingness to be available to you

should ever wish to call upon me. You and the people of Sacred Heart
parish will be in my daily prayers.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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PROFESSIGN OF FAITH

o, Rev_ William Virtues With firm faith, believe and profess all and
'everyth1ng that is contained in the Symbol of Faith than 15-“

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord,

Jesus Christ, the Oniv-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before

all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of trus God. Begotten,

not made, of one substance with the Father. By Whom all things were

made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. And

He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: And was made Man.

He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried.
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again

in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there will

" be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Yho together with the Father

* and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets.

And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for
the fergiveness of sins. And I await the resurrection of the dead. And
the 11fe of the wor?d to come. Amen.

T firmly embrace and accebt all and everything which has been either

defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared

by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals,
according as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing

with the mystery of the Holy Churcn of Christ, its sacraments and the

sacrificé of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff."

ol YD Ytz

DATE April 23, 1982

PLACE Chancery

ok ok k ok ok ok ok kK E A KKKk kK

On » 19, at a.m., the Reverend William Virtue
p.n.
appeared before me and made the Profession of

Faith, thus'by partidu]af Law of the Church, he took canonical possession of

Sacred Heart Parish Joliet » I1linois

Bishop / Delegate
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A PROGRAM OF B
SPECIALIZED PREPARATION FOR |
DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES o /

Presented by
The Pope John XXIII Medical-Moral

Research and Educational Center

Through a Grant from
The Pallottine Center for

Apostolic Causes
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Description

- a program of education

in medical-moral issues

to assist adult Catholics

bear witness to life-values

- and make responsible decisions

- in accord with Catholic teaching

- through the specialized preparation
- of Diocesan Representatives

Development

The Program will proceed in three successive stages:

1. Specialized prepération of Diocesan
Representatives (See III and IV).

2. Diocesan Representatives share scientific
- and pastoral knowledge with priests and
others at the deanery or vicariate level.

3. Parish priests assist their people in
dealing with issues directly affecting their
lives.

Result

Intensive, specialized preparation will enable the
Diocesan Representative to help meet the needs of
the local Church with:

- current and competent knowledge of the
medical, legal, and moral aspects of the
issues.

- an integrated understanding of the pastoral
and practical significance in the light of
Catholic teaching.

- skills and educational materials for use in
_ teaching and motivating others.

II. THE DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVE

Profile

Qualities and qualifications will vary widely. The
Ordinary may wish to consider selecting as a Repre-
sentative one who might be:

sensitive to the unportance of the medical-
moral issues, with their momentous 1mphca—
tions for human life.

strongly motivated by the need for Catholic
education in the medical-moral field.

able to relate comfortably to health care
issues and personnel ' :

- respected by and credlble to ﬁries_ts_ and -
others engaged in pastoral services and
education. :

effective in working with individuals and
groups as communicator, facilitator, dis-
cussion-leader.

1. SPECIALIZED PREPARATION

To assist’in accomplishing ‘the first stage of the
Program, the Staff and Consultants of the Center
with doctoral degrees in science and theology
provide:

- prior and preparatory to the Workshops
an extensive period of directed reading and
a select bibliography on the issues.

- two intensive Workfhobs (each of 12 days).

- subsequent a‘vaiiabiliiy of the Pope John
Center for further guidance and additional
resources. ’ )
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Feast of St.. Vincent DePaul
Dear Bishop Dan,

I learned many interesting things about being a pastor
at the recent convention sponsored by the national organization
for continuing education of the clergy, and I highly recommend
this program as an advance preparation for those about to be-
come pastors, as well as for those already in this position.

One learning that came through a psychological test admini-
stered and interpreted for each of us seemed to me personally,
in the context of this particular program for pastors, to be an
ironic finding: that my personality type is research scientist.

Although my academic background may not have revealed
this, I knew it in my heart, and recognize the accuracy of the
test results. Although I do not fall into this category in an
intense way, it has been apparent throughout my priestly life
for I did devote myself assiduously to the research involved in
writing Fr. Ratiu's book, and I was very happy in that work.
And you yourself may remember my reluctance to go to Wheaton
because of the book-editing I have been working on for several
years and which I nearly completed while in Mokena. In the
sixth months since I have been here I have been ables to do
only the tiniest bit of writing.

Therefore you can appreciate the conflict which has not
ceased to divide my interests for many years, although I have
always put pastoral duties first and studies second, and this
in spite of the fact that I am convinced that this writing is in
the service of the Church too. As a diocesan priest I have
felt much pressure to be available for the needs of the people
in the local parish.

That is why I was willing and eager to come here.:: The
bishop had previously urged me (and sort of chided me for not
being willing) to use my talents to respond to diocesan person-
nel needs. I also saw this assignment as an opportunity to ad-
vance and broaden my own pastoral experience. It has been
that and more, for to my surprise this little parish has been an
enormous challenge. I won't go into details. I have learned
some lessons here and I hope I have helped the parishoners.
There are really three parishes here: the yourg middle-agers
who were disciples of Kloepfer, Radigan and Perkins (they came
here from St. Judes) who are vocal leaders; the quiet-in-the-pew
people many of whom are senior citizens and some young families -
busy with children; the blacks who fall into the last category ex-—
cept for the many who are yet to be evangelized. For all of its
variety and potential, I wonder that so few priests applied to be
pastor here, for it is very interesting.

In closing I once again request you to search for and return
the test results you promised me; and in exchange(!) here is a
new set (these you may keep). Oh yes, thankyou for helping
Fr. Ratiu get his nice assignment which he is enjoying; the people.
seem to be very happy with him already. May God bless you,

Singerely in Christ,

| & MW
(7
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October 13, 1982
Dear Bishop Imesch,

By now you may know from Fr. Donnelly that I declined to
accept to be spiritual director for the diocesan pro-life people.
In partial explanation for this, I refer to the past eight years
when I supported this program and my involvement was above
and beyond ordinary parish duties, and this certainly can be con-
sidered my contribution to the pro-life cause.
I had hoped that the ladies in the pro-life program would
now turn to Fr. Arseneau as a guide, for they are under his office.
I also have another suggestion in this regard. 1 realize that
the studies in St. Louis which I have attended are a good preparation
for helping the pro-life people, and therefore I repeat my suggestion
to you that the diocese send along a second fellow to the medical-
moral conference in the spring. I have already given a complete
set of the materials from the first seminar to Joe Tapella, and he
passed a second set on to another priest. Perhaps one of them
could go to St. Louis in the spring, and be interested in pro-life.

Let me take a little more of your time to report that I found
the pastor's program put on by the continuing education of clergy
(NOCERC) at Techny to be most practical and I'm glad you urged
me to attend.

It may dismay you to hear about one thing I learned at the
conference! They administered a psychological test and interpreted
the results for each of us: a person could fall into 1.out of 16
different categories of 'personality type', ranging though such
types as 'journalist', 'administrator','fieldmarshal' and so on.

I belong in the class research scientist. This is no surprise to me,
rather it confirms what I have ¢ome to realize more and more during

the past eight years of pastoral ministry as I felt a conflict of interests.
In any case, I consider it good to manifest myself to you, so you

may know the mind and heart of this priest.

I hope in the future to discuss with you how things are going
here at Sacred Heart. I had thought it would be a light assignment
but instead it has fully occupied me, and taught me several lessons. -

Sincerely in Christ,

fr Bl

Fr. William D.. Virtue

RECEIVED uél 1 %1382
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T am writing you in regzrd to the situvation which has arisen

-

since your arrival at Sacred Heart Church and, in particuler, to
the Parich Council mseting on November 2, Slncﬂ there has beern &
Parish Zouncil at Zacred Heart for twenty-two years and since

Bishon Imesch has ordered all parishes in the Joliet Diocese to

form a Parish Council if they do not have one, I find it inconceivable
that vou entered the Parish without knowledge of the existence of

the Sacred Heart Parish Council, Also, since the Bishop has sei up

¢ epscific format for the orgaznization of these Parish Councils,
dascribaed in "Parish Council - Objectives snd Visicn," I cznnot
romprrehand hov you, & parish priest under the jurisdiction of thr
Zichop ¢f the Joli=t Diocese, can arbitrarily decide that Sacrz”
Hear® will not follow the reguired guidelines merely because you

do not arree with them. This attitude would seem to constituts

gross insutordination to your immediate superior in the Church.

- - 2 1» ol
November 14, 1927

You have consistently thwarted 21l attempts by Council members
seekingz discussion of and input into parish decisions despite
repeated promises that you would zllow the Council to function as
it should. Your zrrogance and unwillingness to compromise have led
to 2 stifling of movement toward parish goals by the Council, =3
well as the driving away of Council members and parishioners. While
yvoiz claim that Council members have resigned for reasons other than
MR 1 7c¢*er“H“: a poll of members who have resigned, or are about
(j reoisn, will clearly inferm you that your actions and behaviecr

_& the cause. Your claim that vou would like to see Sacred Heart
nes only survive but z2lso grow in size is sharply contradicted by
your actions which have driven five of fourteen Council members z2nd
numerous »~rishioners from Szcred Heart, with another five or more
Council members ready to resisn, While you szy you want the Cecuncil
o do all the work of the rzrich, you ame operatins in a counter-
productive manner, You complained that it was unfair of Council
members to confront you with the questions of the November 2 Council
meeting without providing you with a copy in advance, but you coms
to Parich Council meetings regularly with decisions made by you
witheut consulting with or informing Council members in advance.
17 vou had been provided & copy of the guestions in zdvance you
would hzve developed & series of rambllng non-znswars to the
specific questions similar to those which you have provided us to
past gquestions szbout parish isswes, A majority of the Council feels
you will not give & direct and honest answer, will not provide the
sources of wyour advice on parish problems, or will tell us one thing
and then reverse yourself and do the opposite as you have done so
many ‘times in the past. Council members feel that they have
compromised as much as they can in an effort to save the parish
while you have not -~ they feel that they must listen carefully to
your sermons at Fass in order to be cued in on what surprise decision
you will drop on them 2t the next Council meeting. The sermon on
"people are more important than things" preceding the housing of
T>ther Bucciferro and the sermcn on the value of leisure which was

rarently meznt to justify your life style are but two examples.

Unlike Father John, vou can request prayers for the poor but cannot
provide rent noney or a part-time job for a refugee and his family,

zn exhibition of total hypocricy.
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Q tions zbout the future of the Council and the parish - apparently
yu . leisure activities hzve prevented you from respondinz., Unless
there sre vast differences in the responsibilities of administrators
and n=ators, there is 2 widesprezd feelinz throughout the purish

tha+ vou are not as accessible as you should be and that soms of your
laicsure activitiss are questionable. Your failure to perform the
marriace ceremony of a parishioner after conducting the pre-Cana
conferences surely did not encourage increases membership in the
parish, despite the excuses for your absence which you made. Saying
three kasses on the weekend and saying one liass a month a2t Sunny Hill
hardly ssems taxing the time of 2 varish administrator. Iany of the
parishioners guestiion why you are never available at the rectory
wnen they call or why it takes vou so lonz to respond to their
masszges,

There zre also some disturbing complaints from parishioners:
received by Council members. While these may be gossip or rumer,
their persistence is a negative factor in the parish, While you
wrote off your comments on attendinz a singles' bar and writing 2
book, "From Priest to Playboy," as humor, few parishioners lzaughed.
These comments from the alitar merely reinforced the complaints about
vour leisure time activities. There are complaints that you have
been observed with teens riding motorcycles and whistling at young
girls, that you freguently attend beer parties with teens, and that
wou have tlessed bottlas of beer while undesr the influencs. While
T 32 charges mey or mey not bs irue, thsair repitition is toth
e .rrassing and detrimental to parish morale, parish membership;
and hopes of drawing new parish members. Your frequent presencs
at the Joliet Beach Club and your behavior there, specifically =
life zuard's statement that you were almest "beached" because of
horsenlay on the raft, has also been criticized. There were alsc
chareges that you and some teens were halied while attempting to
scale the fence for a moonlight swim after the Jcliet Beach Cludb
had closed. Whether these actions occurred or not is unimportant -
the important concern lies in the fact that parishioners believe
they occurred and that the stories are being circulated throughout
the parish, leading tc parishioner defection and a negative influence
on the zattraction of new members. While your personal life is indsed
your own businsss, it must be kept personzl and not public - some
discretion should be utilized to prevent scandalous stories whether
they be true or false.

In reaction to the problems expressed previously, I will not
resizn from the Council as several other members have, but I will
not participate in the activities of the parish until there are some
édrastic changes in the philosophy toward and authority of the Council,
If you feel, as you said, you were “stuck" with the existing Council,
then it is your resporsibility to alter the situation. You have the
options of disbanding the present Council and appointing new Council
members (if you can find any willing to serve), changing your current
sttitude toward the Council, or passing lezdership of the parish to
s, - other pastoral leader, You have made the comment that you were
un.omfortable as a parish administrator and would rather be allowed
to spend your time authoring books on various aspects of Christianity.
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Dear Bill,

Thankyou for your letter. [ note that yon ask about a reply to
vour letter of June 6Lh. I did nolt wrile Lo you bul | acknowledged
the communications 1 received from the council members in response
to my questionaire: I publically thanked all of you for your answers.
And hopefully some of the questions you in turn raised have been
answered and will be answered at future parish council meetings.

It is for this reason that I am glad you say you will remain a
parish council member.

In regard to your Nov. 14th letter, I wish to observe ’cwo things:

First, the amazing number of terms like "all®, "always", “never &
etc., and their frequency seems to me to reduce the letter to.a series
of overgeneralizations (not to mention any fallacies).

Second, although I will not confirm or deny, or defend the items
of a personal nature - the’ part of the letter which was more specific -

QO
o

0226

"I cannot help but wondeér if your motive was really to tell the blShOp -

'look at this priest who is an ogre to his council and a lecher in his
private life'!
But I absolutely refrain from concluding that your cheif intention

was to tell him such, for if that had been so, [ am sure you would have

been honest enough to simply address the letter to him, rather than
to me as an occasion of really speaking to him.

Therefore I continue to trust in your sincerity, believing that
by writing about these matters you hope to help me grow as admini-
strator here, for the good of the parish.

I also am confident that your contributions to the priority and
goal-setting in the future at parish council meetings will provide me
with the direction I need in my administrative role.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. William D. Virtue

"‘"m
.-dl' J i)
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I reluctantly write to inform you of a serious and potentially
destructive situation which now exists within Sacred Heart parish,
Since the arrival of Father Bill Virtue as administrator of the
parish, conditions within the parish have rapidly and seriously
deteriorated., One of the major reasons for this situation is the
action, or inaction, of Father Bill in his role as administrator.

For the last twenty-two years there has been an active Parish
Council at Sacred Heart. While Father John Kloepfer was pastor at
Sacred Heart the Parish Council operated harmoniously and construc-
tively and there was tremendous morale on the Parish Council, This
hag drastically changed since the arrival of Father Bill. While
previous major decisions for Sacred Heart were made democratically
after full and open discussion by Council members during Father
John's pastorate, all major decisions are now made solely by
Father Bill without any Parish Council input and then presented to
the Parish Council for approval, The Parish Board does not have
the opportunity to discuss or advise Father Bill on the decisions
but are merely asked to “"rubber stamp" actions to which he has
already committed the parish. While Father John always told the
Council members that they, not he, should make the decisions because
they were the parish, Father Bill refuses to allow the Council any
meaningful role or responsibility in decision-making. While Father
John instructed Council members to follow the format for Council
organization in the "Parish Council: Objectives and Vision" booklet
as directed by the Bishop, Father Bill criticizes this booklet as
being too liberal and too democratic and demands that his views on
Council organization be followed. While he originally claimed he
made the decisions on his own because he was unaware of the existence
of a functioning Parish Council (even after he was present at Parish
Council meetings), he continues to make all decisions on his own
despite the fact that he was specifically informed of the displeasure
of the Council for such decisions and the desire of the Council to
be advised and to have the opportunity to discuss and advise on such
decisions before they were made, While he has been apologetic in
making these independent decisions, he nevertheless continues to make
them. The Parish Council has expressed a willingness to wark with
Father Bill for the betterment of Sacred Heart but he continues to
display an arrogance toward and an unwillingness to compromise with
the Council, The end result has been frustration of Council members
to the point where the fourteen-member COouncil has had five resig-
nations and faces the possibility of an additional five resignations,
including my own. These members are not only leaving the Council
but are leaving the parish as well - a large number of parishioners
who have been active in the parish have also sought spiritual
guidance elsewhere. In short, this indicates not only the destruction
of a Parish Council but also a probable end to Sacred Heart. When
you said Mass at Sacred Heart, you stated you would like to see the
parish continue to exist and to expand and flourish. Under the current
circumstances this cannot occur and the parish faces an early demise.
If you really meant what you said, I feel you must soon take some
remedial action.
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Marianne Saleg, an action which stunned both the Council and the
parishioners. Sister Marianne was a dedicated worker who was tireless
in her duties, many of which she voluntarily assumed and which are

now not veing carried out becauvse of her absence. While Father Bill
cited a personality conflict as the reason for dismissal, many
Council members feel the real reason was that her energetic approach
to parish activities conflicted sharply with his leisurely life

style and drew unfavorable comparisons. When a replacement was
sought to perform the duties of Sister Marianne with regard to

C.C.D classes, Father Bill not only hired a person without consulting
the Council or the Religious Education Committee but also set a salary
at a higher level than Sister Marianne received despite the fact the
replacement is fulfilling only a small fraction of Sister Marianne's
duties, again without informing the Council in advance.

The housing of Father Bucciferro in the CGasis was also presented
to the Council as a surprise. While the Council would have agreed to
this situvation and has now accepted the situation, the fact that no
information was given beforehand is s%ill resented. The number of
times this surprise approach to parish decisions has occurred is
almost endless, All the Council desires is to be informed of and
to have some input in the decision-making process before decisions
are finalized = Father Bill, despite repeated promises to do so,
refuses to grant that request.

Father Bill has delivered a number of sermons on the meaning
of Christianity which have been eloquent, though possibly better
suited to a theology class than a church setting. He speaks in
theological generalizations rather than practical applications of
Christianity. While parishioners are asked each week to pray for
the poor, Father Bill blatantly refused the request by two Council
members for assistance to a refugee family despite the fact the father
was unemployed and the family was about to be evicted. The parish
is in need of a part-time custodian but Father Bill refused to hire
this unemployed refugee (even though the Council had approved hiring
someone for the position) because he claimed the man was not
technically oriented and would probably ruin all the tools and
equipment in the parish, This refusal occurred despite the fact
that the man had been hired part-time and successfully worked for
a Council member and despite the fact that Father Bill had given
a sermon a few weeks earlier on the theme that "People Are Wore
Important Than Things." This reflects Father Bill's general
vattern of saying one thing but doing the opposite, of providing
a pious, dedicated attitude toward Christianity in church but
failing to carry out those beliefs in practice.

O0f grave concern to Council members is the lack of time spent
by Father Bill on parish responsibilities, While he says bass on
Saturday evening and twice on Sunday morning and says Mass at Sunay
Hill once a month, he does little else within the parish., He has
8iven a sermon on the value of leisure and apparently practices what
he preaches. He does not visit parishioners at Sunny Hill or in the
local hospitals (as Father John and Sister Marianne always did), and
is rarely in the rectory when parishioners telephone or go there,
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You already objected, "but isn't the Holy Spirit speaking through
me too!" (in your Episcopal Office). You were commenting on how a
priest can justify his proposal by appeal to divine guidance, while at
the same time seeming not to grant the same privilege to you in your
decisions to which the priest may not be open.
I consider that I have been responsive to your will, and in fact
have tried it your way by fully engaging myself here. But this has
in fact only confirmed for my personal life the prior foundational need j
for a more affective life in order to be fully restored. The alternative _
is a career caught up in activities that distract from an @finer unrest. i ‘
Perhaps it will comfort you to know that I have read’
through the following passage from "The Eternal Priesthood" by Henry
Cardinal Manning:
"There is yet in a priest's life another danger...the having too little
to do.... Not to have a sufficient demand on his powers to call them
out into activity is the reason of the inertness and incapacity of many
a priest who is capable of great effort and of high attainment. There
are two things which bring out into activity the powers that lie hid in
men. The one is a great force of will which makes a man independent
of external stimulus. The other is the tax which is laid upon him by
duty and respensibility. Few have such force of will.... Sometimes
men who, as students or clerics, promised great works for the Church
have been placed by necessity in a sphere so narrow that their powers
have had little to call them out. Such a sphere was too limited for
s their zeal. But in saying this we must not forget the words of St.
C : Charles: that one soul is diocese enough for a Bishop. In counting
= by number we lose sight of the worth of each single soul. This would
give work enough to a priest in the scarcest flock. But this conviction
needs much reflection and force of will. The effect of inactivity on
most men is relaxation, and a love of ease. A small mission becomes
a Sleepy Hollow, and the priest too often a harmless lotus-eater. First,
time is wasted, and then powers waste themselves; as muscles not used
grow weak, so the brain and the will grow inert and torpid. A wvigor-
ous man will make his own work. Time never hangs heavy on his hands.
He will make work when none is made for him. Priests who have only
a handful of souls may become theologians and authors, and may serve
the Church more lastingly by their writings than by their activity.
Leisure and tranquillity are two necessary conditions for sacred study.
And, as St. Augustine said [and Fr. Ratiu translated for me], "The
love of truth seeks leisure; the requirements of this love will receive
a just settlement. How great a burden if not imposed on anyone,. but
we must have leisure to understand and intuit the truth." (De Civ. Dei)

Let me conclude by drawing these %ﬁ%ggﬂ)ei: to have
time for study, to be in an affective enVir ent, and to have duties in a
small country parish. I think what I am really saying to you is that: some—
times you will let go of me in order to have me.
Sincerely in Christ,/
Fr. William D. Virtue

Gopy to personnel director, Bishop Dan Ryan
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Those who reform or renew the seminary, as well as faculty
and seminarians themselves, would do well to heed the profound
truth spoken by Fr. Daniel W. Martin to a group of candidates
for the priesthood: "It is not instilutions which give meaning to
men, but men who give meaning to institutions. " Sometimes it is
net the structures that are imperfect, but the human beings who
have failed to understand and implemenl what may be basically
sound principles of formation. The essays by Fr. Martin remind
us of the fundamentally valid structures of seminary life that we
can revitalize by once again giving them meaning.

Cn the other hand, some elements of the seminary framework
have been defective, and Dr. Conrad W. Baars offers us reasonable
explanations of the problems and helpful correctives. The seminary
institution as it developed after Trent admirably served the Church.
However, insofar as it contained flaws from the start, these became
more harmful in proportion as the seminary system became more
efficient and operative as a formation program. The two most serious
Maws were a repressive anthropology and a voluntarist notion of
authority. The first stems from a mistaken fear of human emotions;
the second was a result of the counter-reformation emphasis on
obedience. A third flaw was the academic formalism that destroyed
the vitality of scholastic philosophy and theology. This too was in
part a reaction of orthodoxy to the protestant movement, but its
rigidity defeated it in the face of the rise of science and modern
philosophies. Dr. Baars comments on each of these issues, and
cautions us about the present seminary programs some of which are
an over-reaction to the above flaws!

There is a tendency today,-he warns, for emotions to be given
preminence over reason and will, with a consequent subjectivism and
situationalism, if not outright hedonism. There is also a tendency to
replace authentic authority with a directionless fraternalism or an
individualism which looses sight ol the common good. And, finally,
there is a lack?ntellectual order and a consequent unstable ground
which tends to make philosophy and theology the victim of fashions
and ideologies. _ - _— B

The flaws in the past seminary system Were grave causes of the
twentieth century crisis in the Church, and'the newly introduced
flaws will perpetuate that crisis, or even provoke a seperaté new crisis.
The post-Vatican II renewal of the Church has invited a reform of the
seminary, and while the programs are still somewhat in flux and epen
to change, we offer the principles and recommendations Dresénted in
this book as suggestions for part of the new order of seminary formation.

While most of the essays are by Dr. Baars and Fr. Martin. theve
are supplementary contributions from Jacques Maritain, Fr. Willidm
A.J, Duynstee CSsR, and Mary Rosera Joyce, as well as the editar
whose posthumous completion of the writings of Dr. Baars and editing
of Fr. Martin's essays hopefully does not betray but is faithful to their
intentions. _

The thinking of all the contributors is rooted in an authentic thomistic .
metaphysics of existence. Central Lo the themes in this book is the
distinction between being and doing, between affectivity and effectivity.
Also fundamental is the underlying personalist direction which is a step
beyond the classical formulation. Admittedly, We see farther because we

sltand on the shoulders of giants".(Bernardus Sylvestris). And, as
Mary Joyce has suggested, we are simply making explicit the intuitive
{ruths held in the heart of the Church.
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

December 14, 1982

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Parish

337 South Ottawa Street
Joliet, I1linois 60436

Dear Biil,

I received your recent letter and am grateful to you for sharing
your thoughts with me. I know .that this letter is an attempt to make clearer
for me some of the items which we discussed at our last meeting, and yet
there are portions of your letter which are difficult for me to understand
because of the words used or the thought expressed.

Let me comment on some portions of your letter. I had the uneasy
feeling, reading the initial paragraphs of your letter, that the support of
some of the parishioners was being used as an indication of their approval of
your policies and their oppostion to others in the parish who were not totally
pleased. This may very well be the case, but such feelings are sometimes used
by priests to divide the community. It takes much more effort to unite a
community than it does to take advantage of a division within it. I would
hope that your energies would be to bring together the community at Sacred
Heart. They have become a community over a number of years and I would not
want those efforts to have been wasted. I cannot imagine what the so-called
“progressives” would be proposing that would not be able to be fulfilled in
the parish. I also have some discomfort with the stereo-typing of the
blacks as being more inclined to leijsure, since they have not been "oppressed
with a middle-class work ethic." At times I feel that you have created such
a chasm between work and ledsure that you do not feel that there can be a

 balance between them. Obviously, there is need for both, and it is our task
to integrate them in our own lives while not reducing the value of either. -

Your letter expresses an attitude about the parish that you did
not convey to me during our visit. There seems to be a sense of discourage-
ment about continuing at Sacred Heart. You do not feel that you are able to
fulfill the -requirements of ministry there, and still find time for leisure
and the pursuit of your academic interests. While I recognize that you have

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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Since you sent a copy of your letter to Bishop Ryan, I am also
sending him a copy of my reply. While I would be willing to discuss these
matters with you again at some future time, you might find it worthwhile
to speak about them with Bishop Ryan. It would be worthwhile to hear his
views about your three requests.

Sincerely in Christ,

7 — St

ost Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet .

cc-Most Reverend Daniel Ryan
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contact Bishop Ryan, the Diocesan Vicar for Personnel.

I would hope that you and the other council members would
continue your efforts for the parish community. Little is accomplished
when a person leaves a parish because of a disagreement. If chandes are
to be made, they will only occur with the assistance of the parishioners.

I appreciate your taking the time to write me, and I want
to assure you of my concern over the issues you have raised. I have
sp olen to Father Virtue about some of these matters, and I am confident
there will be an “improvement.

Sincerely in Chrgit,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
- Bisbop of Joliet
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~" On my own I have studied the situation here and offer you
the following update of data, analysis, and a suggestmn about
the future of Sacred Heart Parish:

-Of 160 active households, 91 are older people (many Italians).

-Of the $845. Sunday income, this group gives about $460. :

~-Of the five marriages in 1982, two couples are parishoners. .

-Of the baptisms in 1982, three infants are parishoners.

-0Of the 65 children in CCD next year, 14 will be in primary grades.

-0Of the about 20 active black households, 5 are older people.

-On our money in the bank we get about $14,500 a year interest.

-On our $47,000 debt we pay little because one extravagant expense -
is draining our budget. Although our 3 buildings are in excellent
shape, an extremely inefficient old steam-boiler devours oil (as much
as $8,000. a year). Any future manageable budget - as income will
decline - requires a new steam-boiler(s) for the rectory-church, at
a cost of maybe $12,000 - quickly offset by future fuel savings.

Regarding the black parishoners and evangelization of the -
neighborhood:

I think the black parishoners consider this to be an integrated
Church and might view an—idea of-a- predommantly black parish as
regressive segregation. We are not an inner-city all-black parish
with black culture and liturgy as a baptist - or Catholic - black Church.
. _The blacks here seéem-to prefer our milder liturgical syle as a distinction
' ( from the other denominations, and because they want their children to
prepare to.eénter the mainstream of American society, periodically an
active black family leaves us to join the parish in Joliet where they send
their children to an integrated parochial school with middle-class values.
They may view Bishop Blanchette school as a black-hispanic ghetto;
only two black families from our parish have children in Blanchette school.
I have contacted the Edmundites (who run inner-city parishes) and
. they seem to concur with my opinion about evangelization in a neighbor-
hood like ours: many blacks are active baptists and of'other denominations,
leaving us to evangelize the unchurched. But unchurched blacks are not
like unchurched whites, many of whom are fallen-away Catholics who can
"be invited to 'come home', wheras the blacks do not have prior affiliation
- . or association with the Catholic Church. The Edmundites pre-evangelize
: through social programs. This rectory is centrally located for assistance
| to single-mothers of young children (day-care, food and financial help),
conseling of delinquent youths, addicts and exconvicts. The material,
émotional, and spiritual deprivation of these people calls for a response
through an initial good-samaritan contact, but also respectfully receiving
the good the people have to give in return.
An older black parishoner touches our conscience with the remark:
"The Catholics is different from all the other churches (white-protestants)
'cause the Catholics done stayed here, while the others left the neighborhood."

Taking all of the above elements into consideration, I privately
suggest that we follow an alternative future course noted in the 18981
Anderson-Roethle study of central east side parishes, namely, make
Sacred Heart a mission parish of one of the downtown Joliet parishes.



FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 223

‘ . SACRED, HEART PARISH
Redacted February 2014 337 SoutH OTTAWA STREET Lt
w: Rbtbased Apri2014 ., Jouter, TLumors 60436 N ;
" : : - 000

\ Two reasons for making Sacred Heart a mission: It is not good to
dislocate older parishoners who are able for the near future to support
the parish. Remaining open, the Church would be a service to black
parishoners and a base in the neighborhood for social service and any
future evangelization. The rectory could be a branch social agency.

As a mission parish Sacred Heart could have one Sunday morning
Mass said by a visiting priest or by a rectory resident free for some
other work. A priest could say the monthly Mass at Sunnyhill nursing
home. This parish, with a declining income, could manage to provide
residence, food, and Sunday Mass stipends and expenses for a priest.
Material maintenance and janitorial care continue to be provided by the
volunteer parishoners as long as they are able, with grass-cutting and
snow-removal contracted out. Two items require special decisions:

The secretarial needs of the parish are minimal amounts of: bill-
paying, check-book balancing, duplex list updates, contribution records,
sacramental records and certificates, scheduling of Mass Intentions - all

- of which require no more than five hours a week work. If these tasks
were taken over at the mother-parish downtown, with a proportionate
deduction from Sacred Heart budget, or if they were done here by a part-
time secretary, the matter is solved. Sunday bulletins could be shared
with mother-parish and mission.

If the CCD here is discontinued it would eliminate from the budget
‘ the paid coordinator expense. Children can attend CCD with St.Mary-
' ( St.Anthony's joint program at Bishop Blanchette School. Some families
R may be prompted by this to tyansfer out of Sacred Heart and join parishes
close to their homes in Joliet or Manhattan.

In conclusion, I suggest that Sacred Heart be a mission of a downtown
parish, with a priest to say the Sunday Mass, and for security of the
property that somecne reside in the rectory which could also be used for
social service as pre-evangelization. CCD should be merged with other
parishes; part-time secretarial work is needed for the parish, and there
is no need of daily Mass because attendance is small and other churches -
are proximate for the people to attend. '

‘In‘ order to present this alternative to the people - now Iit is entirely
confidential and merely an idea - I enclose a sample letter to the people.

Sincerely submittgd m Christ,

Fr. William D. Virtue
Administrator
P.S. In the past year I have assembled a Sacred Heart Parish handbook
which would be helpful to any priest or minister who seeks information
on liturgy, sick calls, finances, heating system, and Sunnyhill, so
that there could be a smooth transition of administration.
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SACRED HEART PARISH
337 SouT’ OTTAWA STREET
JorieT, ILLivois 60436

SAMPLE LETTER

Dear Sacred Heart Parishoners, e ¢

As of ' ' , Sacred Heart Church will be a mission parish
of St. , Joliet, with Fr. as pastor.
Fr. will be in residence at Sacred Heart rectory.

Sacred Heart Church will have one Sunday morning Mass at
and no daily Masses. Parishoners attending Saturday vigil Masses at t the
mother-Church of St. may have their contribution envelops
apply toward Sacred Heart (but attendance at other Churches in Joliet
will not afford this privilege).

Some younger parishoners of Sacred Heart, who naturally desire
to be involved in a more active parish, may be drawn to join Catholic
parishes near their homes in Joliet and Manhattan, especially since no
CCD will be held at Sacred Heart, but instead paIISh children will attend -
the CCD program at Bishop Blanchette School. -

The decision to make Sacred Heart Church a mission parish is a
compromise between the former independence and the prospect of
completely closing the parish. As a mission parish, Sacred Heart Church
is an adjustment to the serious clergy shortage, and at the same time

_still provides membership for the older parishoners and neighborhood

parishoners who will enjoy a continuity of service and sense of belonging
to the Church.
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APROXIMATE DISTRIBUTION OF AGE GROUPS IN SAGRED HEART PARISH
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Number Over age 30 Over age 45 Over age 55 Over age 60
of .
households

31 individuals over age 60.

60 couples and individuals over age 55 .

9 couples over age 45, with colMege-age children.

27 individuals and couples over age 30, raising children.

9 individuals and couples over age 20, with small children.

20 Active Black households
X 10 families of middle age.

X 10 couples or individuals over age 50.
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What brought about my direct resignation

was the unspoken but lived unwillingness of Fr. Virtue

to work with me personally as a board member in day to
day matters. The last time I tried to celebrate daily
liturgy with him we were alone in the rectory. He told
me when to stand and when to sit; he gave a 3 to 5 minute
homily staring out the window. Never once dd he look in
my direction,; let . . alone achieve even momentary

eye contact. (How could I stay in the parish if my presence
made the presider so uncomfortable?) And yet, just prior
to this he had asked me to take on the responsibility of
asking resigned board members if they would come back if
he left the parish. (The request was made on a Sunday
morning.) Then, at 8 lMonday mornihg, I had an almost
hysterical call from him asking if I would have all the
board members formulate their idea of "Pastor" on paper
for - him. Also requested were parish goals.

The request stunned me. (I wished to be
a peacemaker, but Father Virtue was asking me to take
over his respongibility.) Ultimately, I declined and
told him I thought relationships had deteriorated to the
- point of needing an outside %X facilatator. : - (It was
( ; my thought that a CLOSED BOARD meeting should have been
> held, where all of us answered the facilatator's gquestions
and spoke with honesity, clarity and charity. It would
have been, in my mind, a time when no polemic or self-
justification took place, but it would have been a time
of openness, trust and honesty. It would have been a time
for finding a way to cope with our situation; for working
out a rationale, a wvivus movehdi.

Instead, an open parish meeting was called.
There was an instant replay for 3 hours of all previous
problems---only more personalities were injected and
more heat . =~ than light ensued.

In two separate conversations with me (and
others with me) Fr. Virtue uttered quiet a few racial slurs.
His verbiage was definitely pre judiced.

It seems the people would have been better off
with Sr. Marianne as a pastoral minister and a hired part-
time administrator. A Carmelite priest could have presided
and celebrated Sunday and Holy Day liturgies. It is nervy
telling you your job. But it is my Church also...and I care.
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June 1, 1983

Reverend John J. Eakers, 0.F.M,
Quincy College
Quincy, 11 62301

Dear Father Lakers:

I am very grateful to you for the letter you sent me in regard
to Father Virtue and the project he proposes to undertake. T was not
aware that Father Virtue was writing to various people asking them to
contact me to give him a smaller parish. That is certainly a new
anproach to getting a change in assignments, but T am becoming acquainted
with new approaches in my dealings with Bill., Frankly, it would be
rather difficult to find a parish smaller than the one he is in now.

What B8il] really wants is permission to spend full-time in writing these
WOTKS,

My evaluation of Bill is quite identical with your own. I do
not see the great demand for these works, nor do I feel that Bill has the
academid background to pursue them. 1 do believe that he is bright, that
quality alone is not sufficient to author a book.

I am very grateful to you for your candid assessment. This will
be of much help to me. '
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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May 25, 1983

Reverend William A. Wallace, 0.P.
The Catholic University of America
School of Philosophy

washikgton, D.C. 20064

Dear Father Wallace:

I received your recent letter concerning Reverend
William D. Virtue and the book he is proposing to edit. T was aware of
the book, but not aware of the fact that he intended also to prepare a
study of three different authors focusing on Thomistic anthropology. 1!
appreciate your evaduation of Father Virtue's proposed work.

I suppose that the critical point is whether Father
Virtue should be allowed time to pursue such a study, While Father Virtue
certainly has a great deal of intelligence, there would be some concern in
my mind about whether he has the necessary ability to produce such a work.
I have had several ongoing discussions with Father Virtue on related
matters and 1 would have some difficulty in exceeding to a request to
take time off from his pastoral ministry to pursue the writing of such
a book, It may simply be a matter of a prophet ndt being accepted in
his home town, but I think I would have to question his ability to write
such a book, and further to question the need for such a book. If Father
Virtue were engaged in a course of studies which required such a disser-
tation, I might feel more lenient towards his request, but that is not the
case.

At any rate, [ am grateful to you for your comments
and I appreciate your writing to me.

Sincerely in Christ,

MostkReverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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337 Soutn OrTAwa STREET
JorieT, ILLivots 60436
Dear Bishop Dan, Feb. 22, 1983
Thankyou deeply for your empathetic hearing of my concerns;
I feel good already, just knowing that someone high up listened.
Ithas brought me peace, and now I can continue on with the assurance
that you understand. I realize that doesn't mean my ideals are to be
served up on a platter.

I am aware of what you mean about romanticising the country.
Yet on Fridays sometimes I go to Fr. Ratiu's and stay overnight
and I find myself truly renewed by the restfulness and pace in the
country; this has always been true in my life, for my father is from
a farm in Wisconsin and has raised me with a feeling for rural life -
in fact some of my best friends here are the farmers south of town.
I am aware also of the restricted social life and burden of gossip in
a small town - although for me Joliet has provided plenty of gossipers.
Some people would be bored, but others find opportunity, especially
myself because I feel that my writing is a self-starter - you may
recall that long quote from Cardinal Manning which I included in the
letter I sent to Bishop Imesch, and of which you may find (!) a copy
among your papers. All of our seminary classmates from Borromeo
and Quincy who are in the Belleville and Springfield dioceses are in
country parishes as pastors already, and I think I envy them.

I will heed your caution about 'physician heal thyself'. Perhaps
now you know the motive behind my decline to come up to Wheaton -
it was in order not to accept what I knew would be a busy assignment.

I want you to know that if Tony Ross needs a temporary place

to stay he is welcome here - Fr. Keating's suite of rooms are being
remodeled and are comfortable.

May your health and work and life continue to be the very best,

Sincerely in Christ,

7 Vs Ibi%

LFr. Bill Virtue

—










FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JQUIET N&. vi#4P

Redacted February 2014

TRdased April 2014 000264

June 14, 1983

Reverend Benedict M. Ashley, 0.P.
Professor of Moral Theology
Aquinas Institute

3642 Lindell Bouldvard

St. Louis, Missouri 63108

Dear Father Ashley:

[ am grateful for the letter youssent me recently
commending the efforts of Father William Virtue. Having had the
opportunity to attend several of your lectures at the Bishops'
Meetings in Dallas, T have a highrregard for your evaluation.

I still have some hesitation about releasing Father
Virtue for such a task, but T will be happy to consider the
possibility. [ have several veservations which cause me to hesitate.
Mevertheless, T am grateful for your comments. Best wishes and

(; prayers.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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AQUINAS INSTITUTE 3642 Lindell Boulevard St. Louis, Missouri 63108
Phone (314) 658-3882
Most Rev.Joseph L. Imesch D.D.
Chancery Office
425 Summit St.
Joliket, Ill., 60435

June 3, 1983
Your Excellency,

Father William D,.Virtue has asked me to write you about a
discussion we had recently about his hopes to have time and the
opportunity to continue the research and writing he has begun on
the nature of the emotional life in the light of the work of the
late and distinguished psychologist Dr.Baars., HKHe has shown me some
of his material and also an outlire of the book on priestly formation,
I Will Make You Fishers of Men which he is editing.

I am very impressed with this project and the intelligence
and dedication of Father Virtue. He has evidently done wide reading
on the subject, which is a very important one at the present time,
and seems to me to be taking a very sound and Thomistic approach to
it. I realize that he has not had the opportunity for specialized
university work in this subject, but in spite of that fact he has
achieved a2 great deal on his own and I feel could go much further
given the opportunity.

The priest shortage makes it very difficult, I am sure, to
permit young priests more time for study and writing, but the Church
today also stands in much need of young men who have the motivation to
engage in such work which can have such great value for souls. Ny
experience as a seminary professor is that the present generation is
genuinely concerned to engage in pastoral work, but it is rate to find
younger priests like Father Virtue who see the value of deeper research
and writing. VWhenever I meet such a priest I want to encourage his
efforts. That is why I am writing you to assure you that this young
priest seems to me to have great ability and dedication, and that the
project he has set himself is one well worth undertaking.

No topic in psychology has been so much discussed in recent years
as the relation of our emotional life fto our moral and spiritual life.
Unfortunately much that has been written on the subject is incompatible
with a Catholic view of human nature and destructive of it. Dr.Baars
was one of the few prominent psychoclogzists who understood this situation
and worked hard to remedy it. Hence Father Virtue's interest in making
Baar's work better known and showing its application to priestly formation
is a very imporaant one.

Sincerely yours,

- § 1533 Beoe @ M, Aoy, 0.P
RECENED JQH " Benedict M.Ashley, O.P\.y
Professor of Moral Theology
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MEMORANDUM June 28, 1983

T0: Father William Virtue's File

On Saturday, June 25th, Father William Virtue stopped at
my house to ask if I would be willing to let him go to another diocese.
[ said I would not. I told him that if he went to another diocese it
would be only with the intent of being incardinated there.

He then said that he did not feel he was able to do his
writing in his present assignment and felt that this was something that
the Lord was asking him to do.

He then asked if he could write other Bishops in the state
to see if they would accept him. I told him he was free to do that, but
I did not feel that any Bishop would accept him under the restrictions
Father Virtue was placing on his assignment. I told him that I thought
any Ordinary would write to me for a letter of recommendation and that
I would have to tell him exactly what I thought.

llater that afternoon Father Virtue left the attached
letter in my mail box.

2 L

ost BEverend Joseph Imesch

Enc.
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June 23, 1983

I request an assignment to a small rural parish in your dioceso.

My Ordinary said ho will roloase mao on condition Lhat it is with o o
view to aveuntual incardination in another dlocosa, ), 3%
My reason is this: I am devoted Lo a research project and, St
after six years as associate in good-sized parishes, and one year us £ o
administrator of an inner-city parish, I am sure that in these places s

I cannot concentrate on study and writing. & el

My Ordinary has urged me to accomodate my goal of writing to £
the obligations of this small city parish, but as a beginner here I
have faced trials, some due to my own limitations, and others that
will persist because of the need for evangelization and the turmoil
of this neighborhood (the black youth gangs), so I forsee that here
I cannot divide my attention into both ministry and ‘study.

Cardinal Manning of England, in The Eternal Priesthood, wrote,
"Priests who have only a handful of souls may become theologians
and authors, and may serve the Church more lastingly by their
writings than by their activity. Leisure and tranquility are two
necassary conditions for sucred study. And as St. Augustine said,

"the love of truth seeks leisure; the requirements of this love will
receive their needed accomodation...".

I am 35 years of age and completing this research could consume
the next 10 years of my life, I do not feel called to a religious order;
I believe that the contemplative conditions for study and writing can
be found even = within my vocation to the diocesan priesthood.

Recently, at a clergy pastoral leadership program a psychological
test was administered to help us understand our personality 'type'.

Out of the sixteen types of personality, I was described by the test

as a 'research scientist'. I do not come to you claiming that my ability
measures up to the demands of the research; nor with guarantees that
the work is valuable — although when I submitted an outline of it to
four Catholic philosophy professors they strongly recommended its
worth. And Pope Paul VI said of the work of one of the scholurs 1

am studying, that it is 'a gift to the Church.'

Briefly, my project is a systematic exposition of the discoveries
of several Catholic scholars whose ideas have an impact on philosophical
anthropology, on epistemology, and on moral and ascetical theology.

I hope the lofty terms in which I put my request does not obscure
the issue. I am not a.trouble-maker. My Ordinary and I seemed to
have reached an impasse in regards to my personal concerns and this
request, so that finally the alternative of going elsewhere has arisen.
Requesting to leave my home diocese is painful, for my family, friends
and clergy are here (my uncle is a pastor here). In spiritual terms I
see this separation as a cross; Jesus entered into a state of separation
on the cross and in his descent into hell, when he felt forsaken. If I
cannot obtain my request in my diocese, this could be a providenlial
means of sutficient detatchment which will focus me on the research.

As I see it, a rural parish is a suitable condition for study because
the pastoral responsibilities are light. I do not take them lightly, though.
Instead of being merged because of clergy shortages, a small parish
might retain its autonomy and pride, and I may obtain what I request too,
if I were assigned to such a parish.

Sincerely in Christ, Fr. William D. Virtue
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Pope Paul VI described the scientific work of Professor ‘Anna
A. Terruwe of Nijmegen University in Holland as 'a gift to the Church.’
Through a systematic exposition of the significance of the work of
Dr. Terruwe and her colleagues, I hope to make this gift more
 accessible for the phllosuplucal theological and pastoral uses of the
Church.
I have submxtted a detalied outline of my proposed study to
several respected professors of philosophy, namely, William Wallace O.P.
of Catholic University of America; Benedict Ashley O.P. of St. Louis
University; Harold Persich C.M. of Cardinal Glennon College; and
John J. Lakers O.F.M. of Quincy College. Some of these professors
know me and have discussed the thesis; one has only seen the outline.
All unanimously agree that, on the merits of the outline and the topic,
this work would'be a benefit for the Church and that a cleric such as
myself may worthily devote time fo it. They have written to my bishop
strongly recommending my committment to complete the writing project.
A uniform method of analysis for the several parts of the study

- may have been supplied through the scholarly work of a leading con-

. temporary philosopher, Umberto Eco of the University of Bologna, Italy.
I recently met with him and discussed the thesis, and to'my delight I
learned that he had applied the newly developed semiotic method to one
of the same topics which is a part of my study, and with helpful results.
His very interest in this same topic was to me an affirmation of the
value of my study.

I have some conﬁdence of my antltude to complete this work
not so much because of any academic credentials, which I mostly lack,

_but rather because of my continuing interest and from a recent test

.which I took at a pastoral leadership program. The Myers-Briggs
. Type Indicator identified my personality as 'research scientist' type

. (out of sixteen possible types of personalltles] Although the graph

- shows that I did not fall into this category in an extreme way, I was

. sufficiently characterized to be described as follows:

. .. _."The introverted intuitives are the great innovators in the field

" of ideas. - They trust their intuitive insights as to the relationships

.+ and meanings of things, regardless of established authority or popular

' beliefs. They trust their vision of the possibilities, regardless of

" universal skepticism. lAnd they want to see their ideas worked out
~in practice, accepted and applied.! ‘
: "Consequently, “they have to deal firmly W1th the outer world,

. which they do by means of their prefered kind of judgment [in my
case identified as 'thinking', in contradistinction to 'feeling' types].
Thus they back up their origlnal insight with the determination, per-
severance and enduring purpose of the judging types. When they
are driving to. turn an instpiration into a reality, problems stimulate

‘rather than dlscourage them The impossible takes a little longer —

:-_-but not much.! vt a T
- % . 7 And also: "Most individualistic and most independent of all the

.. [sixteen personality] types. Resemble extroverted thinkers in
organizing ability and a tendency to ignore the views and feelings

. of those who don't agree with them. . Logical, critical, decisive,

: determined, often stubborn. Tend to drive others almost as hard as

" they drive themselves. Apt to be effective, relentless reorganizers..

; I find. these results another affirmation of my vocation to do this
.+ work which I believe contributes tq our knowledge of the truth about
,the human person and which is 8 g1ft to the Church‘
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Sacred Heart Parish
337 S. OTTAWA STREET

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60436 000 27 O

Dear Bishop,

I have to smile when I read this article about the
importance of learning leadership through being allowed
to correct your mistakes, for here at Sacred Heart I
have made many and worked through them all to some
kind of solution - perhaps repairing damage I caused -
and when I look at all my assignments, and failures,

I guess I can be proud to say that according to the
professor's criteria, I may be one of our most 'qualified
leaders' -- measured by my having learned the hard
way what not to do! Now that things here are in

order to a degree, I think I have been allowed to make

good, and for that opportunity I thankyou for trusting
me thus far. Fr, Bill Virtue
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July 12, 1983

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Parish ‘
337 South Ottawa Street
Joliet, 11 60436

Dear Bill,

Many thanks for your recent letter. T appreciate.the
opportunity to clarify some of my own thinking, as well as obtaining a
better insight into yours. First of all, I enjoyed the cartoon. It
was excellent.

The article on failure was also well done, and 1 believe
that I support that kind of philosophy. After all, we are a Christian
community, and forgiveness is at the very heart of our beliefs. MNeverthe-
less, T think that one should not necessarily believe that he is becoming
a real leader, because of a number of mistakes or failures that have taken
place. It is also possible for someone to walk theough 1ife, disturbing
and destroying a number of 51tuations, without everfreally being aware of

3 it. As long as one learns from one's mistakes, and makes the effort to
(ﬁ repair the damage, then I would have no difficulty in accepting that
method. It does cause pain, however, to a lot of people.

In many of the parishes where T have spoken, 1 have
talked about providing priests only for those parishes where vocations
have been produced. T don't think T could ever do that, however, but it
does get people thinking. As far as St., George is concerned, at the
time I spoke to you T mentioned that it was not open. The vacancy had
already been filled by a priest who will serve as pastor of SE. Geolge,
as]?el] as serving as the Chaplain at the Manteno State Institution as
well,

The point is not so much that T would be unwilling to
assign you to a country parish where you could be engaged in writing,
as it is that we have a great need for priests,and 1 cannot simply allow
someone to undertake the type of work that you are requesting, especially
when that person is 35 years old. T am perfectly willing to allow you to
go to some other bishop, if he is willing to accept you under the
conditions that you have set down. 1 cannot believe that a bishop is
going to be willing to find a place for someone who wants to write a
book that will take him 10 years. If there is such a compelling need
to write such a book, then 1 would think you must find a diocese that
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April 13, 1984

Rev, William E. Donnelly, J.C.L.
Chancellor, Diccese of Joliet
425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Father Donnelly:

Enclosed are originals of some documentation pertaining to students
from the Diocese of Joliet who attended DeAndreis Seminary. As you know,
we will be transferring out of this area shortly, and I thought that a
better place for the records would be your office. We will still retain
copies of the seminarians' personal files; these will be placed in our
Provincial Archives. Their academic files will go with us to St. Thomas
Seminary in Denver.

If T can be of any further help regarding these documents, please
let me know.

It has been our pleasure being of service to the diocese of Joliet
in the past. I know that our community profited by our mutual association,
and I hope that the priests of the diocese who studied with us will be
good and holy priests,

Sincerely,
« 5,375955&@

ohn E. Rybolt; C.M.
President/Rector

Enclosure

JER/ja
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Seen and Approved at day of the

month of __March , 197%5.

Blshopr of the Joliet Diocese
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April 30, 1984

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Parish

337 South Ottawa Street
Joliet, 11 60436

Dear 8i11,

Just to get a quick reply to you without making you wait too
long. I will take up your request with the personnel board in regard to
a leave of absence. While the final decision will certainly be mine, I
do want to consult with them,

I don't feel too comfortable with writing two letters for you.
It is not that I mind writing two letters, but I don't think I should
write a letter to cover every circumstance. If you want me to write
a letter to Bishops and Superiors, I will be happy to do so. Then, /
if after some time that does not prove successful,and you wish to ask
for a leave of absence, then I would be willing to consider writing
such a lettdr. 1 just don't think:that I should be asked to write a
letter to cover every circumstance.

After I have had a chance to discuss this with the personnel

board, I will write a fuller reply to your letter, including some
reflections on some of the statements you have made.

Sincerelyuin Christ,

Most Reverand Joseph L. Imesch
8ishop of Joliet
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MEMORANDUM Rpril 26, 1984

T0: Reverend William Donnelly

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch

I would appreciate it if you would have thewopportunity to discuss
this with the personnel board. If you wish me to meet with them sometime
to discuss this T would like to do so. 1 would appreciate their comments
on this request.

In brief, Bi1l would like to take a two year leave of absence tp
study philosophy under two selected professors. In other words, he will
be doing this on his own. I questioned the value of the degree he might
obtain, but he assures me that the proféssor that he is going to study
under in Europe is the foremost philosopher in the world and anyone study-
ind under him would receive full acceptance.

I think I have some question, as does he, abouof, the leave of
absence. Am I correct in saying that I can grant him a leave of
absence, as I do other priests, and remove his faculties and ask him
not to celebrate Eucharist. In other words, he would be given a leave,
with my_ permission, but would not be able to function as a priesty Is
see this as a different instance than someone simply taking a leave or
going AWOL. On the other hand, 1 wonder if 1 am doing what Cardinal
Cody did with Bob Perkins, Tniletting him go but mot giving him
faculties.

In the four conditions which Bill mentioned 1 would just point
out that number four is not exactly what I said. What I did say was
that if nhe applied for reddmittance into the Diocese of Joliet [ would
then have to make a deecisionibout doing that. I did not say that he,
"most probably" would not be received back.

¥Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
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Dear Bishop Imesch, JOLIET. ILLINOIS

It would be a great kindness to me if you were to write two letters
in my regard.

One letter addressed to me, which I could make copies of to send
to bishops or community superiors, might indicate that you would
release me if I should apply to them and they were to accept me.

A second letter would state the terms of a leave of absence, in
particular my status as a priest, so that were I to go on leave, I would
be acting in good conscience.

Thus far, from you I understand the conditions of a Ieave to be:
1. You will not grant me faculties — but I will not be 'A-wall'.

2, You will not give me salary or financial support for study.
3. You do not want me living in Joliet.
4. You most probably might not receive me back into the diocese.

WHen you remarked several times in our Holy Week conversation
that, while on leave, I would "not be 'A-wall'", I took this to mean
you would grant some kind of permission for the leave. How am I to
interpret "not being A-wall", if not with permission? I never equated
this permission with approval as given for sabbaticals or as when the
diocese sends a priest to study (e.g., canon law}.

Considering the range of situations under which priests throughout
America (and from our diocese) in the past 20 years have taken leaves,
to deny permission for a leave altogether seems to jeopardize freedom
by an excess of consequences, for what kind of freedom is it to imply
that a leave can be only disobedience?

Is obedience the only virtue in the Catholic Church? It seemed as
though it were in the recent past when voluntaristic authoritarianism
coerced resignation and led to repression of-anger and clergy with low
morale. But in our enlighten era the frustration of individual initiative
and inclination should not be associated with any appeal to obedience.

I understand authority to be power to authorize, to be author - as-God
is creative 'author of life' — to develop persons and their gifts.

In our Holy Week conversation I explained that I had discerned a
gift for study — after years of reflection and much consultation — so
that I have a conviction of my priestly vocation to study, write and/or
teach philosophy (and theology). My decision at this time in my life is
that I should seek the means to be prepared for such work.

Among the means needed could be a country parish; or a temporary
leave for study; or to transfer to another diocese or community. But
Sacred Heart in: Joliet, as I learned in two years here, does not provide
leisure for study, especially when you rightfully challenge us here toward
intensive evangelization. When I saw the fruitfulness of Sister Jalf,[s work,
I felt the Holy Spirit guiding your instinct for what is need here where
the harvest is indeed ripe. When I mentioned my possible departure to
Fr. Donnelly, saying that "I had made no final decision", I was thinking
of the time-element in providing a substitute fo serve the.people here.

It is charity toward the people and priests of this diocese to allow
a priest to be 'sacrificed* for.study instead of being available to daily.
ministry, because the fruits of his study will benefit all in the Chuxrch.

Maybe in St. George, or Sacred Heart-Goodrich ( I hear the pastor:
will soon retire), or in some combined country parishes, I could do

intellectual work. I await further clarification.

Fr. William D. Viriue

Hopefully in Christ,
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SACRED

337 Souta OTTaAWA STREET 0 O 0 2 8 4

JorieT, Irrinois 60436

June 15, 1984
Dear Bishop Imesch,

You may recall that I saw in Sister Jane's fruitful
evangelization work a sign that you were right all along
in wanting that project to begin here, and a sign also of
the Holy Spirit prompting you in your pastoral office.

In a similar way I now see that the Holy Spirit was
guiding you in your persistence in keeping me here thus far.

As a sort of reply to your letter to us priests in the
JOB, I hope you too have plenty of opportunities for rest
and relaxation this summer.

Sincerely in Christi,

5. R.CE Viptee

Fr. William D. Virtue

RECEIVED JUK i 8 1384
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February 25, 1986

Reverend William Virtue

Sacred Heart Parish o

337 8. Ottawa Street
Joliet, Il 60436

Dear Bill,

I received your letter concerning your
appointment with Bishop O'Rourke and your hope to be
able to pursue your priestly ministry in the Diocese of
Peoria. Bishop O'Rourke called me yesterday before his
appointment with you and we spoke about the possibility
of your transfer.

I would like to mention several things which I
spoke to him about with regard to your working in
Peoria.

First of all, I would like to consult with the
Personnel Board and obtain their advice and_counsel in
this matter. I don't feel that a decision regarding one
of the Joliet diocesan priests should be made solely by
me. Secondly, I told Bishop O'Rourke that I would only
allow you to go to Peoria if there were the possibility
of your being incardinated in that diocese. He informed
me that there is a one year period of probation, after
which time a decision would be made. It would be my
understanding that if you were released to go to
Peoria, and were accepted, then there is the
possibility that you would be incardinated at the end
of one year.

Finally, I told Bishop O'Rourke that if he were
willing to accept you, and our Personnel Board agreed
to allow you to go to Peoria, then I would want this to
happen during the time of our normal changes in
priestly assignments, around the middlie of June or the
first of July.

You also mentioned in your letter the
possibility of hiring a full-time pastoral minister.
Bill, I really think that no such step should be taken
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Bishop Joseph Imesch 000294
FRCM: The Personnel Board
RE: Petition of Father William Virtue

"We would not oppose, and would favor the request of
Bill Virtue as follows. We recommend that there be a period
of probation so that both bishops and Bill would all have
time to see how it works and what would be best for Bill,
and both dioceses."

Bishop Rdger L.'Kaffer
Chairman

RLK:bjd
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March 7, 1986

Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke, D.D.
Bishop of Peoria
607 N.E, Madison
Peoria, I1 61635

Dear Bishop O'Rourke,

This letter is in reference to the request of
Reverend William Virtue to be allowed to minister in
the Peoria Diccese with a view towards future
incardination. Our diocesan Personnel Board has agreed
to allow Father Virtue to seek permission to minister
in the Diocese of Peoria with a view towards future
incardination. I concur with the recommendation of the
diocesan Personnel Board in regard to Father Virtue.

It is my understanding that the Diocese of
Peoria has a probationary period of one year before
pessible incardination. If you are willing to accept
Father Virtue, I am willing to allow him to go, with
the understanding that at the end of one year a
decision will be made as to his future ministry.

It would be helpful for our own personnel
changes if Father Virtue were free to go to Peoria on
July lst of this year, Since our personnel policies
call for listing of any parish that is vacant, I would
appreciate your informing me, at your convenience, of
your willingness to accept Father Virtue.-

Prayers and best personal wishes during this
Holy Season.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

cc~Reverend William Virtue



W
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Diocesan Chancery
607 N. E. Madison Avenue
Post Office Box 1406

Peoria, Illirois 6165%

March 25, 1986

Dear Bishop Imesch:

Thank you for your letter of
March 7 with regard to the possible incardination
of Reverend William Virtue of your diocese.
As I indicated in our recent conversation, the
Personnel Board of the Diocese of Peoria was at
that time considering the proposal and have since
affirmed their support of this move with which I
concur.

Therefore I hereby formally extend
to you and to Father Virtue an invitation for him to
come as the pastor of St. Mary's Parish,
Loretto, Illinois, and Sacred Heart Parish, Campus,
Illinois, on July 1, 1986. It is my intention
to seriously consider incardination of Father Virtue
at the end of one year of his service in the
Diocese of Peoria.

I greatly appreciate your cooperation
in this matter and am prepared to write the
official letter of appointment to Father Virtue
when I hear from you.

With warm regards and wishing you a
most joyful Easter, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,
A e AN

Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke
BISHOP OF PEORIA

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch

Bishop of Joliet

Office of the Bishop

425 Summit Street e A a e
Joliet, Illinois 60435 RECEIVED MaAR S 1 1885

000288
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April 9, 1986

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Parish

337 S. Ottawa Street
Joliet, IL 60436

Dear Bill,

I received a letter a few days ago from Bishop O'Rourke
informing me that the Personnel Board of the Diocese of Peoria
hag comndidered your request to serve in that diocese and has
given their approval. Bishop O'Rourke concurs with their
recommendation and has formally exteNded an invitation to you
to serve as pastor of St. Mary's parish, Loretto, and Sacred
Heart parish, Campus, beginning July lst of this year. It is
Bishop O'Rourke's intention to consider you as a candidate for
incardination into the Diocese of Peoria at the end of one year
of service.

I want to thank you for your four years of service as
administrator of Sacred Heart parish. I know that this was,
at times, a difficult assignment for you, and I am appreciative
of the efforts you have made to minister to the people of that
parish. I regret that I was not able to find an acceptable
assignment for you in the diocese of Joliet in which you could
further your desire to study and to write. I am hopeful “that
this opportunity in the Biocesa of Peoria will prdve satisfactory
for you and will provide you with the opportunity which you seek.

At the and of one vear I am oreparaed to issue a decree of
excardination should you ba accepted for incardination into the
Diocese of Peoria. I will write Bishop O'Rourke and inform him
that he may write an official letter of appointment for you for
July lst. Within the next few week I will have Father Domnelly
contact you to inform you of the date when this announcement
will be made public here ir Joliet so that you might tell your
people in advance.

05"2: 73

000297
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RBverend William Virtue 2, -
I thank you for your ministry in the Diocese of Joliet for
these past eleven years, I will find an occasion to thank you
personally before you leave. !
With every best wish, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Bishop L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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April 9, 1986

Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke
Bishop of Peoria

Diocesan Chancery

607 N.E. Madison Avenue

P.0. Box 1406

Peoria, IL 61655

Dear Bishop O'Rourke:

I received your letter informing me that you are willing to
accept Father William Virtue as a2 candidate for incardination into
the Diocese of Peoria and of your intention of pamlng him pastox
of St. Marv's parish, Loretto, and Sacred Heart parish, Campus.

I have written to Father Virtue and informed him that he will be
receiving a letter of appointment from you for this assignment,
effective July 1 of this year.

(: It is my understanding that Father Virtue 1s being considered
for incardination intoc the Diocese of Peoria and that a decision
on this matter will be made at the =nd of one year.

I am hopeful that this opportunity will prove beneficial both
to Father Virtue and the Diocesa of Peoria. I thank you for your
consideration of his reduest. ’

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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Dear Bishop Imesch,

SACRED HEART PARISH
337 SoutH OTTAWA STREET
JorieT, ILLINOIS 60436

April 10, 1986

Oy 216

000300

Thankyou for informing me of Bishop O'Rourke's decision

and for having given me permission to proceed in the direction

of an appointment and consideration for incardination in the
Peoria Diocese.

this move.

I appreciate your kindness and generosity in allowing
I am sure God will Bless you in return.

Sincerely yours-in the Risen Loxd,

A Wil veee, D ffintea.

Fr. William D. Virtue
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Diocesan Chancery
607 N, E. Madison Avenue
Post Office Box 1406
Peoria, Illinois 61635

April 11, 1986

Reverend William D. Virtue
Sacred Heart Rectory

337 South Ottawa Street
Joliet, Illinois 60436

Dear Father Virtue:

In keeping with our recent conversations and with the knowledge
and approval of your Diocesan Bishop, Most Reverend Joseph L.
Imesch, I hereby assign you pastor of St. Mary's Parish, Loretto,
and of Sacred Heart Parish, Campus, effective at noon on
Tuesday, July 1, 1986.

Please keep in mind that this assignment is with the view to my
incardinating you as a priest of the Diocese of Peoria.
According to our policy, after one year of service in the diocese
a decision will be made, of course, with the knowledge and
approval of Bishop Imesch, regarding such incardination.

A new pastor assumes canonical possession of his parish by his
de facto presence in the parish, not however before noon on the
effective date of his appointment. He is required to make a
Profession of Faith, and enclosed is the form for your pro-
fession of faith. Every priest having the faculties of this
diocese is empowered to witness this act. Please return this
form promptly to me as Ordinary. Within one week after taking
canonical possession of your parish, you shall examine the parish
books., bank accounts, checkbooks, cancelled checks and
announcement books. If any irregularity is discovered in the
above-mentioned examination, the matter should be promptly
reported to me.

Be assured of my frequent prayers and constant support of you
and the people of your new parishes. Wishing you a joyful Easter
season, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

o~ e
;ff;{’lﬁﬁzﬂeﬁfszzy; 4§/j?422;&¢¢fﬁiﬁ’
Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke
BISHOP OF PEORIA

encls.
c.c.:LMS;t Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Rev. Wm. D. Isermann
Rev. Francis J. Ryan
Rev. Robert G. Schladen
Msgr. Joseph J. O'Dea, Vicar
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 These faculties are proper to the Diocese of Peoria. Their use is valid and
licit within the conditions here set down or otherwise established by Canon Law.

“s.. ... They may be used until revoked. They are automatically revoked when one

""who is not incardinated in this dioccese permanently takes residence outside the
8 diocese, or, in the case of an extern, when he termlnates his service, Dcca51onal
¢ T pueo® regular, in the diocese. ;

By mandate of His Excellency, the Most Rev. Blbhop of Peoria, these facultleb

y 1986

t Most Rex;., Edward gf-yo Rouike

: In the facultles Whlch follow the term "pastor" includes all priests who
‘hold the place of pastor, including priests assigned in virtue of Canon 517, BL,
arochial admlnlstrators, and priest directors of Newman Apostolates. The term
'confessor™ means a priest who possesses the habitual faculty validly to hear
onfessxona in this dlocese from the Ordlnary of the Dlocese of Peorla or in virtue
~0f Canon 967 82. Qi : ; : ; - ;

4

"The follow:ng constltute the facultles of the Dlocese of Peor1a-

Baptism and Conflrmatlon : :3357“ . “,

1. The faculty for priests to baptize one who has completed the fourteenth
year without previously referring the matter to the Bishop of Peoria. (C. 863)

. 2. The faculty for priests to administer the sacrament of confirmation to those
' over 14 years of age whom they baptize. (CC. 883, 2° & 866)

3. The faculty for priests to confirm a persomn: over 14 years of age who has
previously been baptized in or who has formally joined another church or
ecclesial communion when the person is received by them into full communion
with the Church. NOTE: This faculty does not apply in cases where a person
who was baptized in the Catholic Church and has never joined another church
or ecclesial communion is being reconciled with the Catholic Church.

(CC. 883, 2° & 866)

Eucharist

4, The permission for priests, for good reason, to celebrate the Eucharist
twice on weekdays and, if pastoral necessity requires it, three times.on
Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation. (C. 905, #2) NOTE: There is no faculty
to celebrate the Eucharist more than three times on any one day. i

Penance

5. The habitual faculty to hear confessions of all in the diocese. (CC. 966 &
969) 1In virtue of Canon 967 those priests incardinated in the Diocese of
Peoria or having domicile here can exercise this faculty in behalf of any
Catholic anywhere, unless in a particular case the local Ordinary has
refuged. (C. 967 82)
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exercise of orders already received, provided the irregularity is not reserved:
Redacte@"wcﬁ: rw,zma the Apostolic See or to some authority other than the Ordinary. This faculty
g:giedApngif can be exercised in the internal or external forum, within the confines of the
Diocese of Peoria, and on behalf of any cleric regardless of his residence or
the place where the rregularlty was incurred. (CC. 1355 & 1398)

vf - 7. The faculty is granted to confessors to remit in the internal or external
" forum the automatic (latae sententiae) penalty incurred by a procurred
. . abortion which has not been formally declared. This faculty may be exercised
' + only within the confines of the diocese and on behalf of any person regardless
of the person's residence or the place where the penalty was 1ncnrred.
(cc. 1355 §2 & 1398) X :

':iMatrlmcny

L3

‘38. The faculty for all prlcsts incardlnated in the Diocese of Peorla or assigned
x-to a full time ministerial position in the diocese by the Bishop of Peoria to

assist at any marriage within-the confines of the dlocese\whlch irdvolves at

‘ least one Latin Rite Catholic and which is in accord with Church law.

J(C. 1111, 81) This faculty may be exercised only with the permission, at least

- reasonably presumed, of the pastor of the parlsh or m18310n in which the

2 marriage is to be celebrated ,:;{n gy e J 1;%»;:; ;e
: i = .

"ié;. “The faculty for pastors to grant the perm1551on for a ﬁcrrlage of mlxed reliolo
(C‘.1124) when all five of the follow1ng conditions are ver1fled° ' -

.....

B. When there is certain proof of the baptismal status of the non-Roman
Catholic (certaln proof is had only when the priest/deacon has the
. .-~ . party's baptismal certificate or an authentic document/letter from the
(j'*ff' .. . .church; sworn statements of the person and/or the parents ‘do not suffice

: ; "for the pastor to use this delegation);

10. When neither party has ever been married before, even civilly to one anothe

3 D.: When the usual mixed marriage declaration and promise have been made
by the Roman Catholic; and .

E. When none of the situations manioned in Canon 1071 bl, exist,

Chrlstlan Burial

10. The faculty for pastors to permit Church funeral rites for an unbaptized child
if the parents had intended to have the child baptized. (C. 1183, §2)

Other Faculties

11. The faculty for a priest to commute or, if necessary, dispense from private
. vows. This faculty may be exercised only if no injury is done to the.
acquired rights of others. (CC. 1196 & 1197) The faculty extends also to
promissory eaths and under the same conditions. (C. 1203)

12. The faculty for priests, in individual cases and for a just reason, to
dispense from the Eucharistic fast (C. 919) and from the cobligation of
observing a day of precept or a day of pennance, or to commute the obligation
to other pious works. (C. 1245)
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Church. I told him that I don't know whether he is just off
the wall or is a real scholar and theologian with substantial
contributions to make. He conceded that he doesn't know
himself. I suggested he can find out in the next few years.

However, he has heard the Viatorians are considering
leaving Goodrich. He asked if I thought you would consider
letting him go to Goodrich and pursue his writing. I told
him when the present pastor leaves Goodrich, it will be
closed. And I doubted that you would consider assigning him
there. He said he understood that. I also pointed out the
problem of a precedent in assigning a young priest to a place
like that, and what that might say to the other priests in
the diocese.

Bill suggested some objections that might come up to
his request, other than the obvious one about the shortage
of priests and clergy utilization: 1) Pastoral harm to the
people in Campus, whom he would leave in a year. He said he
would think it better to say that he did much good in one
yvear and that because of the shortage, people everywhere are
not getting as much priestly attention, and he is being
transferred so that his studies will eventually help the
Church, and not for a trivial purpose. 2) ©One small parish
can't support a priest. He said if he is free to study,
perhaps he should be willing to accept less pay for less
work. He said he would not expect the diocese to pay half
of his expenses as it does for Father Ratiu. He said he
would be able to cover his needs and pension from the parish ,
for he is used to a modest life. 3) Resentment from priests
with seniority waiting for a parish. He thinks they would
recognize he has put in his time on the southeast side of
Joliet, and also suggested he could be made administrator,
not pastor.

I asked Bill if he would like me, as Vicar for Clergy,
to ask Bishop Imesch if he would consider Goodrich, even
though I don't think he will. He said he would appreciate
my presenting his request.

Though I did not give Bill any inkling of my own
heart of hearts reactions, I do assess him as being a very
sincere, somewhat disorganized, but conscientious young
priest. As he talked about some of his philosophical and
theological insights, I really did find it very interesting.
In my own heart of hearts, I am not sure there would be
any more - and maybe less - reaction among our priests to
assigning Bill to a dying, little parish than there is to
letting him leave the diocese. He would be doing something
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for the diocese at present, and potentially either as a
scholar and theologian, or as one who realizes he is neither,
as a parish priest for some decades more before retirement,
after these initial few years. It seems to me we have a
history of losing priests with special interests who perhaps
could and would still be in the diocese serving us rather well.
I am thinking of Jerry Rogers and Jim Mahoney, who were

both rather outstanding young men in our seminary system,
and who both left the diocese because they had special
interests. Jim Mahoney later became Superintendent of
Education and now has some other diocesan job somewhere out
east. I very much see the need for corporate commitment and
working on a team, but also realize more and more different
individuals march to different drummers, and I'm not sure
that that's their will or God's! RSVP. '

Respectfully submitted,

Ak

Bishop Roger Kaffer

RLK:bjd
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Reverend William D. Virtue
Fastor

facred Heart Rectory
Campus, Illinois 60920

Dear Father Virtue:

I have given much thought and praver to
your letter of December 1, 1987, in which you request
al sabbatical to shudv in the fall of 1988, at '
- : husﬁl¢gtun, B C., at the Dominican House there.
( ' The following is my response.

As you know you are still a member of the
Presbyterate of the Joliet Diocese and have requested
from Bishop Imesch and myself a period in
which you might be assigned to the two small parishes
at Campus and Loretto. After a period of testing,
you, Bishop Imesch and I will decide whether you should
be incardinated into the Diocese of Peoria.

It would be rather incongruous for me to assign
you to any other position, particularly a sabbatical
leave while in this transitional phase of your
priesthood. Indeed, if you wish to pursue the notion
of a sabbatical for studies, you should consult with
Bishop Imesch rather than myself at this time.

On the other hand, if you do eventually become
a priest of the Diocese of Peoria there would be, of
ccurse, the same arrangement which all the other priests
cf our diccese enjoy with regard to sabbatlcals for
special studies.

~MORE~-
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Rev. William D. Virtue p 2 ~1/13/88

In summary, I commend you for your interest
in the theology of marriage and suggest that you
continue to pursue that interest. However, it would
not seem appropriate to devote yourself full time
to an academic pursuit of this objective at this time.

If there are any further thoughts that you would
like to share with me, please phone me and we will
arrange for an appointment.

Asking God's blessing on you and all the people
at Campus and Loretto, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

S el . R A

Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke
BISHOP OF PEORIA
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March 9, 1988

Dear Bishop 0'Rourke,
By this letter I formally petition incardination
to the Diocese of Peoria, in Illinois.
I respectfully submit this petition to you, ‘and

I remain yours in Christ,

ot

Fr, Willlam D. Virtue

cc/ Bishop John Myers
Bilshop Jeseph Imesch
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Maxch 9, 1988
Dear Bishop Imesch,

By this letter I formally seek excardination from
the Diocese of Joliet, so that I may proceed with ‘my
petition for incardination to the Diocese of Peoria.

I thank you for your pastoral care of me while I

served in Joliet, and promise you my prayers for every
Blessing on you and the Biocese.

Enclosed is a copy of my petition to Peoria.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Ao (et D ot

Fr. William D. Virtue

cc/ Bishop O'Rourke
Bishop Myers

p:f‘.ﬁ_’! ﬁ :a??l
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March 11, 1988

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Parish
Campus, IL 60920

Dear Bill,

Either you are on vacation, have been
transferred, are out doing the work of the Lord, not
answering your phone, or else 1 have a wrong number,
since I have been trying to reach you for several days
to no avail. Perhaps you would give me a call sometime
s0 that I could discuss with you the College of St.
Francis chaplaincy. It is my understanding that you
have already talked to Bishop Kaffer about this and
that you Md not to pursue the chaplaincy. In
view of s letter, however, 1 did want to p
(ﬁ speak with you. /
Prayers and best wishes to you.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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March 15, 1988

Most Reverend John J. Myers
Peoria Diocese

Chancery

607 N.E, Madison Avenue
Peori'-,.. IL 61603

Dear Bishop Myers:

Father William Virtue has written Bishop Imesch
formally regquesting excardination so that he might be
incardinated into the Diocese of Peoria. He also enclosed
a carbon of a letter which he sent to Bishop O'Rourke with
this formal i-whest.

Bishop Imesch would be willing to issue such a letter
of excardination if, in fact, Bishop O'Rourke has decidad
to incardinate Father Virtue. Bishop Imesch will take no
action on this request until he hears from Bishi. 'O'Rourfle -
or yourself, "

With every best wish, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend William E. Donnelly
Chancellor

WED:dms
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March 15, 1988

Raeverend William D. Virtue
Sacred Heart Parish
Campus, Illinois 60920

Dear Bill,

Bishop Imesch will be happy to issue a lett :r of
excardination for you once he has received word from
Bishop O'Rourke that he is willing to incardinate you
into the Peoria Diocese. I have written toc Bishop Myers
to tell him of this, and we will now await Bishoop O'Rourke's

decision,
With every best wish, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Pl

Reverend William E. Donnelly
Chancellor

WED:dms
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Office of the Coadjutor Bishop

March 24, 1988

Rev. William E. Donnelly
Chancellor

Diocese of Joliet

425 Summit Street
Joliet, |llinois 60435

Dear Father Donnelly:

This will acknowledge your letter of March 15, 1988, with regard to the
possible incardination in the Diocese of Peoria of Reverend William Virtue, a priest

C' of the Diocese of Joliet.

I have consulted with Bishop O'Rourke and he is willing to issue a Decree
of Incardination should Bishop Imesch issue a Decree of Excardination for Father

Virtue.
Thanking you for your kindness in making this consultation, | am
Sincerely in the Lord,

+Most Reverend John J. Myers
Coadjutor Bishop of Peoria

JIM/epp
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Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke
Peoria Chancery

607 N.E. Madison Street

P.O. Box 1406

Peoria, IL 61655

Dear Bishop O'Rourke,

You have graciously indicated that you are willing to
incardinate the Reverend William Virtue of the Diocese of
Joliet-in-Illincis into the Diocese of Peoria at this time.
Father Virtue has successfully completed his probationary
period in your diocese and has received a positive
recommendation for acceptance.

] As Bishop of the Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois, I am
happy to grant the necessary letter of excardination (Canon
267) for Reverend William Virtue, a priest of the Joliet
Diocese with the understanding that he will be incardinated
into the Diocese of Peoria.

With every best wish, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

v 7 - Sraeex

Mo Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

n,

bfidile s, BHinrnnil
Reverend William E. Dognelly
Chancellor

Given at Joliet-in-
Illinois from the
office of the Bishop
on the 4th day of
April, 1988.
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Diocesan Chancery
607 N. E. Madison Avenue
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April 20, 1988

Dear Bishop Imesh:

Enclosed is my decree incardinating Father William D. Virtue
in the Diocese of Peoria. The decree is issued in view of Father Virtue's
request for acceptance here and of my receipt of your letter of excardination.
He has done much good work in our diocese, and we are grateful for
your graciousness in releasing him.

So that we will have it for our records, we shall appreciate a
certificate of Father Virtue's ordination.

Cordially yours in Christ,
7 g R
S sl O e

Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke, D.D
BISHOP OF PEORIA

Enclosure

pc: Rev. William D. Virtue
Most Reverend Joseph Imesh
Diocese of Joliet

425 Summit Avenue
Joliet, lllinois 60435
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By Lthe Grace off God and Apoastolic Sece
Bishcocp off Peornic

To our Beloved Brother in Christ WILLIAM VIRTUE ,
Having received his Excellency the Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesh's gracious
letter of excardination for the Reverend William Virtue of the Diocese of
Joliet-in-lllinois,
and now that Father Virtue has successfully compileted his probationary period
in our diocese and has received a positive recommendation for acceptance,
| hereby formally decree and grant that in accordance with the norms of
Canons 267 and 269 of the Code of Canon Law, from this day Father Virtue

is incardinated as a priest of the Diocese of Peoria.

This decree grants to Father Virtue all the rights, privileges and obligations

of the presbyterate of the Diocese of Peoria.

(,, Given at Peoria, lllinois

the /fﬂu day of ’W/ , 1988.

oAy

+Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke, D.D.
BISHOP OF PEORIA

(Seal} _/_21/\/%'»1/(1/ L s

Reverend Terrance P. O'Brien
Chancellor
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April 25, 1988

Reverend Terrance P. O'Brien
Chancellocr

Chancery Office

607 N.E. Madison Avenue
Peorcia, IL 61603

Dear Father O'Brien:

I am enclosing copies of the sacramental and ministerial
records of Father William Victue who has been incardinated into
the Peocria Diocese.

If you would require any further documentation about Bill's
years at DeAndreis Seminary in Lemont or his assigaments in the
Joliet Diocese, I will happy to provide them for you.
<:' With every best wish, I am f

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend William E. Donnelly
Chancellor

WED:dms

Enclosure
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PERMANENT DIACONATE 000335
Spalding Renewal Center .
401 NE Madison
Peoria, IL 61603
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May 11, '1992

Dear Bishop Kaffer,

We wish to announce the recent Ordination of thirty men to
the Permanent Diaconate for the Diocese of Peoria. This is
the fifth class ordained for our Diocese, and is by far the
largest group we have ordained. It brings the number of
active Permanent Deacons in the Peoria Diocese to ninety.

The new Deacons bring z magnificent array of gifts to the
people of God. We are.very proud of them, and look forward

to their service to the. people of God.

()

Enclosed please find a card commemorating the Ordination.
Please keep these men in your prayers, as they begin their
ministry as Permanent Deacons.

May the Lord continue to bless you and those to whom you
minister in His Name.

In Christ's love,

re B ik,
Fr. William D. Virtue

Episcopal Vicar for Deacons
Diocese of Peoria

fmz x /dé&[ =,Qﬁ, %O_MHLM
Ll i il an

fresFectfin J S Flea T3

encl







FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 316

Redacted February 2014
TMJA
Released April 2014

000338

June 12, 1992

o

Reverend William Virtue
Permanent Diaconate
Spalding Renewal Center
401 N E Madison

Peoria, IL 61603

Dear Bill,

Many thanks for your note and the news about
the large Permanent Diaconate c¢lass for Peoria. You
must certainly have been busy during these past two
years!

Congratulations, I think, on becoming paster of
Granville., I hope it is a good assignment for you.
Let's hope we bump into each other one of these days.

Prayers for you.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet
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MEMORANDUM January 30, 1995

TO: Sister Judith Davies, 0.S8.F.

FROM: Bishop Joseph Imesch
RE: March J. 0. B.

In the March J.0.B. on the Priests' Page you might
add this paragraph.

Congratulationsa to Reverend William Virtue,
pastor of St. Mary Church in Loretto, Illinois and
formerly a priest of the Dioccese of Joliet. Bill received
his doctorate in Moral Theolcogy from the Pontifical
Angelicum University in Rome, summa cum laude. His thesis
is entitled, "Mother and Infants,” a dissertation on the
responsibilities of mothers towards their childrean. Father
Bill Ryan, Bill's uncle, accompanied him to Rome an
constituted the cheering section for his defense. =

-

Most Reverend Joseph L. Tmesch
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MEMORANDUHM January 30, 1995

(OF Sister Judith Davies, 0.S.F.
FROM: . Bishop Joseph Imesch

RE: March J. G. B.

lu the March J.0.B. on the Priests' Page you might
add this paragraph.

Congratulations to Reverend Willism Virtue,
pastor of St. Mary Church in Loretto, Illinoisz and
formerly & priest of the Diocese of Joliet. Bill received
his doctorate inm Moral Theology from the Pontifical
Angelicum University iao Rome, summe cum laude. His thesis
is entitled, “Mother and Infants,” & dissertation on the
respongibilities of mothers towards their children. Father
Bill Ryan, Bill's uncle, accompanied him to Rome and
constituted the cheering section for his defense.

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
s il vt

‘WOW#WP
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February 7, 1995

a2

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Church

P. 0. Box 68

Campus,; IL 60920

Dear Bill:

Congratulations on receiving your Doctorate in
Moral Theology from the Angelicum, summa cum Ilaude!
That is really quite an achievement.

God's blessings as you continue to minister and
teach for the cause of Christ.

With cordial personal regards and with a plea and
a promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart,

-

Mogt Reverend Roger L. Raffer
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet

RLK:bjd
cc: Father William Ryan
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June 7, 1995

Reverend William Virtue
Sacred Heart Church

Box 68

Campus, IL 60920

Deaxr Bill:

Congratulations on your doctorate and on the
publication of your dissertatiom. I just received a
complimentary copy from the National Commission on Human
Life, Reproduction and Rhythm. God's blessings as you
continue to work for the cause of Christ! I'm proud of
you. F

With cordial best wishes, and with & plea and a
promise of continued mutuwal prayers always, I remain

Sincerely yours in the Sacred: Heart,

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet

RLK:bjd
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June 11, 1998

Reverend William Virtue
St. Theresa Church

P. O. Box 190

221 West Union Street
Earlville, IL 60518

Dear Bill,

On Tuesday of this week our Clergy Retirement Board met to
discuss your request and several other matters. We had quite a lengthy
discussion about your request and there were varying opinions regarding a
response. None of the members of the Board felt that there was any
obligation in justice to provide you with partial pension benefits. Some felt
that if we were to offer you any amount, it would be from charity.

Some of the members felt that since 20 years was the required
number of years for vesting, you were not entitled to anything. They felt
that monies donated by the parish for your future pension were intended to
build the pension fund for all of the priests and that no priest could claim
a parish contribution as a personal right. '

Some brought up the fact that we have had other priests who
have joined religious communities and dioceses in the past and we have not
provided them with any monies from the pension fund, unless, they were
vested.

The members of the Board did not have a clear understanding
of the present pension plan in Peoria. Although you mentioned that you had
included a copy of the plan, no such document was enclosed. The members
wondered how the Peoria pension plan is funded, what the annual
confribution was from each parish and whether that went directly to the
priest for investment purposes or to some diocesan program.
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In any case, the final resolution of the Board was that since
you were not yet 70 years of age, no monies should be provided you at this
time. The Board recommended that you contact the diocese upon reaching
70 to inquire again about receiving some pension benefits. Depending upon
your personal needs at that time, a future Board and a future bishop might
decide to respond favorably to your request.

Bill, I would imagine that you are not pleased with this
response but I did want to assure you that the Board gave serious
consideration to your request. Obviously, there are strong arguments that
can be made for either side of this question. Since there was no immediate
need, the Board decided to defer the matter until you reached the age of 70.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

cc-Members of Clergy Retirement Board
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removed

- accused of sexually abusing

|- Diocese of Joliet about 25

“Virtue, 57, denies the allega- K
.. tion, but has agreed to step
 down from public ministry, {8
" the Peoria Catholic Diocese . B
" said; Virtue has served in

| Prlest is

0003§2

from role

= Abuse allegation:

- Theologian accused of

misconduct in Joliet Diocese

By Ted Slowik
" STAFFWRIER

PEORIA — A theologian, pnest and author
has been removed from ministry aftcr being

aboy in the Roman Catholic

years ago.-
.The Rev Wﬁham Dem:us

about 10 central Illinois .
churches since joining the Peona Diocesé in

. 1988andmostrecentlywasadnumatmtor of St.
Theresa Catholic Church in Earlville, north-.
" west of Ottawa. '

Virtue also had served at three parshes in
the Rockford Diocese, and until two weeks ago

was parochial admmstratorofSt.James Church '.

in Lee, a town in Lee County.

- We were notified by the Peoria Dmcese on
Feb 13, atWthh time we rescmded his pnesﬂy

#Tumtom A9
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June 1, 2006

Most Reverend Daniel Jenky, D.D.
Bishop of Peoria

607 N.E. Madison

Peoria, IL 60163

Dear Bishop Jenky,

Father Bill Virtue has asked me to write to you regarding his
priestly ministry in Joliet. Father Virtue was ordained on November 29, 1975
and served in this diocese until July 1, 1986 when he was accepted into the

Diocese of Peoria. He was incardinated into the Peoria diocese on April 18,
1988.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Apostolic Administrator
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April 24, 2007

Dear Bill:

Thank you for your letter of April 11, 2007. Bill, | am not quite sure how to
respond to your letter, but | do want you to know that you are in my prayers, that
God will shed his light of truth on all those in your situation. Because my recent
press release and comments regarding Father Burnett did not relate to your
case, | do not have any further information fo offer you or your attorney at this

( time.

Bill, | was happy to meet you several months ago, and | ask the Lord fo
send you his peace, which surpasses all understanding, and to heal all hurts.

With every best wish and prayer, | am
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet

cc-Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C. S. C.
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Bishop J. Peter Sartain
Diocese of Joliet

April 11,2007 ()0 38%

Dear Bishop Sartain,

Greetings in this most holy season of the Risen Lord.

I rejoice with you that the Holy Spirit of Truth has spoken through
you to declare that the allegation against Fr. Burnette is ‘not credible.’ I can
imagine your anguish at the dilemma: you have no jurisdiction over me to
declare the same, yet investigations done in response to the ||| Gz
lawsuits may have given you moral certitude that, like the allegations against
Jim Burnette, Tallegation against me also is false. His ‘witness’
is the dubious who vouched for his false accusation - making it two
against me. As we show a “preferential option’ for the poor; so we can give
youth a ‘preferential credibility’ — but not credulity. For their eternal good,
we should preventiﬁ'om duping the Church and depriving the
people of God of the sacramental ministry of two priests.

I thank you for your efforts to defend two priests, and for manifesting
courage in the face of litigation and media rhetoric in clearing Jim Burnette.
Christ bestowed on you that gift of the Holy Spirit; and, “Now that you have
been strengthened, Peter, you must in turn strengthen your brothers.” Your
brothers - my Bishop and I - can be encouraged by the truth of your findings
showing allegations are ‘unsubstantiated and not credible.” 1
respectfully ask, when feasible, that you make this available to my lawyer.

When I transferred to Peoria at Bishop O’Rourke’s invitation 22 yrs
ago, for theological reasons to do research for an S.T.D., I was graced to
write Mother & Infant (used by John Paul Il in a 1995 allocution to promote
maternal breastfeeding). Instead of returning to Joliet when Bishop Imesch
retired I received a leave from Bishop Jenki, and to be near my aged parents,
I had been serving in the Rockford diocese when the Lord permitted me to
suffer the present penance: God must love those [ 1ot, to have
asked the faithful to pay such a price to convert their hearts.

Now as we enjoy the time of Divine Mercy, I beg you to help me, in

the name of Jesus Christ, W.D. Virtue N
M/ﬁ?\/ A
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425 Summit St 815-722-6606
joliez, lllinois 60435 Fax 815-722-6632

September 28, 2007

Dear Bill:

Thank you for your letter of September 21, as well as the copy of the letter
you sent me by e-mail on September 17. | did receive that letter as well.

Bill, I understand that our recent decision was very difficult for you, and |
know the past several years have been tough ones for you and your family. | do
want you to know that my decision in this regard was based on the best advice
and information available to me, and | will continue to ask God to bless you and

all those involved.

Just as you asked, | am happy to continue praying for you, that the Lord’s
way will be made clear for you and that you will find peace in every way.
Likewise, | pray for all those who come forward with accusations of sexual abuse.

| have not heard from your attorney, Aldo Botti, and | do not anticipate the
Diocese making any further comments regarding your case. |I'm sure Mr. Botti
will be in touch with Mr. Jim Byrne if there are other unresolved issues that need

to be discussed.
With every best wish and prayer, | am
Sincerely in Christ,

-

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet

bce: Mr. Jim Byrne
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Dear Bishop of the Church,

About a year ago I met with a priest who doesn’t know me, and asked him to
witness me sign my name on a statement. I kept it till now because I did not want to get
involved. I’m sending you the one with only my initials, because I want no publicity for
my wife and family. Please respect our privacy and do not try to contact me.

I told the priest that over twenty years ago when I was a teen I was at a lake near
Joliet when the watchman called the police on me. I thought it was for trespassing, but
the watchman gave them the idea it was suspicious I was walking with a man. I don’t
know why because it could have been my dad. The man actually was Fr. Bill who used to
hike there a lot. He knew the owners, but he didn’t know they just hired a guard. Father
already left before the police took me. When they learned the man I was with was a priest
they grilled me for a hour and let me go. They asked if anything happened to me. I fold
them the truth: nothing at all. There was some priests in trouble back then in Joliet and
maybe that is why one of the policemen was so suspicious of any priest.

I saw Fr. Bill after that. He told me that policeman actually wrote to the bishop to
report on him, and a official priest talked to the policeman to confirm nothing happened.
My parents still tease me about the episode. After I heard Fr. Bill was accused, F told
another priest my story and I signed this statement. When I told my dad I was signing it,
my dad joked, “just don’t walk at that lake again.” I prayed and decided it is time to send
this to you because it’s the truth and priests need our help these days.

RECEIVED

i ',. ;VL“"'“?"’M*FE‘! b AR
- Bishop's Office
_ L Diocese Of Joliet
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Testimony
1. Are you the youth who took a walk in a park in Joliet with Fr.

Virtue about 28 years ago which lasted about 30 minutes when,
after Father had left the park, the police questioned you?

yes -~ no

2. Did Fr. Virtue observe the police taking you to the station and
follow to find out what was the matter and be of help?

yes )~ no

v

3. While you were with Fr. Virtue at that park, did he propose or
do anything of sexual nature with you?

yes no 4~

4. When they questioned you about what you did at the park, did
you tell the police nothing happened of a sexual nature ?

yes |~ no

5. Do you swear your statements are the truth? yes |~ no

Signed by INITIALS for confidentiality _-

Testimony taken and witnessed by Wmﬁ % / %
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i 425 Summit St B15-722-6606

Joliet, Ninois 60435 Fax 815-722-6632
April 1, 2009
William D. Virtue
Dear Bill,

Thank you for your letter of March 13, 2009, and your request that |

g reincardinate you in the Diocese of Joliet. Bill, | understand that the events of the
( last couple of years have been extremely difficult for you, as they have been for
many people. | want you to know that | keep you in my prayers and ask God'’s
blessings on you and your family. Nonetheless it is not possible for me to offer

to reincardinate you at this time.
Bill, blessings to you and your family. May the Lord heal all hurts.

With every best wish and prayer, | am

Sincerely in Christ,

-‘- jg — 1 »
Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet
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. Bishop’s Office
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March 13,2009

Bishop Peter Sartain
Diocese of Joliet

Dear Bishop Sartain,

Enclosed is Bishop Jenki’s letter to me. Let me clarify that I
did not make a request but transmitted to him what Jesus asks.

Bishop Jenki implies that your settlement, which I had no
legal power to prevent, but which I refused to sign because I am
innocent, puts him in a difficult position to reinstate me. You paid
a man for having lied about me; now my bishop uses your “thirty
pieces of silver” as a grounds against me.

By taking your money the liar became guilty of fraud; now to
tell the truth he has to admit to a crime. Your payment has placed a
great obstacle to telling the truth: this is a grave injustice to him, to
me, and to Christ.

Worse than the settlement’s implication of guilt as a calumny
against me, is that Christ is robbed of the use of one of His priests. |

You owe it fo Christ to fight for justice in this case in which
your actions are being used. Do not join hands with Pontius Pilate.

This is no longer about the worldly order of civil expedients
but about the Sacramental Order of Christ’s Priesthood. Are these
just means to be used to deny Christ one of His ministers to serve
His people in the Sacrament of Holy Orders?
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February 24, 2009

William D. Vi

Dear William:

I have received your request to return to active ministry. I must inform you that my
position has not changed in regard to your removal. It is my understanding that you have
participated mn a settlement concerning inappropriate contact with a minor, and that
further issues involving individuals pertaining to your case remain unresolved.

Therefore, my decision of June 13, 2006, removing you from public ministry remains in
full force and effect.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

- /0 amdls f§ "5 fed, €
# Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
Bishop of Peoria
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Oct. 26, 1010

Bishop Peter Sartain

Diocese of Joliet
'Oct. 25,2010

Dear Bishop Sartain,

I am not guilty of the allegation made against me by ||| |l
but entirely innocent of this charge. Despite the public
calumnies, no other alleged victims have come forward these five
years. I enclose further testimony, and profile of a career criminal.
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ In the name of Jesus Christ
1 ask you: while you still can, please take action to help clear me
of this totally false accusation.

[ appeal to you to show also a shepherd’s care for the oldest
priest in the Joliet Diocese who at age 94 is weakening daily — my
uncle Fr. William D. Ryan. I enclose his phone and address.

Sincerely in Christ our Priest, William Virtue

Wlleien (Asita

Fr. William D. Rian
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- ~ Aug.15,2011
Bishop John Myers ' '
Diocese of Newark

Dear Bishop Myers,

Prompted in prayer to seek your help, I ask you in the name of Jesus
Christ, to write and clear up a report left in the personnel files of the Diocese
of Joliet. Unfortunately, Joliet did not know you had resolved it, and so they
kept it. When I was falsely accused, it was taken as an (unwarranted) “proof’
or ‘pattern.” The youth recently testified as an adult in a signed statement to
a Joliet pastor that it was an innocent walk with no drinking or misconduct.
It is a matter of truth and justice that this report be cleared up. These are the
facts which the Joliet Diocese should be informed of:

At a time of intense publicity in Joliet arousing suspicion of clergy

< misconduct, a police officer sent a personal letter to the Joliet Diocese to

) report that Fr. Virtue took a walk with a teenager, and the officer implied
there was drinking or misconduct. Joliet forwarded it to Peoria, as Fr. Virtue
was then serving in Peoria. The Vicar General, Msgr. Rolhfs spoke in person
with the policeman, who admitted that his fellow officer did not share his
concern as there was no evidence of drinking, and the youth insisted it was
an innocent walk. As the matter was resolved and there were no others like
it, the report was purged per canonical personnel archival policy.

Please be so kind as to write the new Bishop, R. Daniel Conlon, to let
him know these facts, so the truth can be clarified in justice. I would
appreciate a copy of your testimony for my records.

!
Sincerely yours in Christ the Priest, William D. Virtue N M l/m
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Archdrocese of Newarh

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
MostT REVEREND JOHN J. MYERS

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

September 13, 2011

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon
Diocese of Joliet

Office of the Bishops

425 Summit Street

Joliet, lllinois 60435-7193

Dear Bishop Conlon,

Reverend William Virtue is a priest formally of Joliet, who became incardinated
in the Diocese of Peoria. He served well there. In his letter he asked that the Bishop of
Joliet be informed of the facts of an incident of which we were aware and did not contain,
to my memory any proof or testimony against Father Virtue.

I have been gone from the Peoria Diocese for 10 years now. I do not know if
there were other incidents involving Father Virtue, although I do not believe there to have
been. I simply draw this to your attention since Father Virtue deeply feels that he is |
being discriminated against and treated unjustly. I have not had any regular contact with |
him nor do I know any more detailed facts of the case or cases.

I presume you will submit this to your regular procedure, but I do not presume to
give you formal suggestions in this regard. Py

With kindest personal regards, I am
Fraternally in the Lord,

®Most Reverend John J. Myers
Archbishop of Newark

Iml
enclosure

c: Reverend Monsignor John E. Doran, VG
James Goodness

Archdiocesan Center

171 CrirronN AVENUE » PosT OFFICE Box 9500 ¢ NEwark, NEw JERSEY 07104-0500 = (973) 497-4004 = Fax (973) 497-4018
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425 Summic Street
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www.dioceseofjoliet.org

November | |, 201 |

Most Reverend John J. Myers
Archbishop of Newark-

PO Box 9500

Newark, New Jersey 07104-0500

Dear Archbishop Myers,

I apologize for my delay in responding to you. | am writing to confirm receipt of your letter dated
September 13, 2011 and the attached correspondence between you and Reverend William D.
Virtue dated August 15, 2011. The matter was reviewed by legal counsel and unfortunately the
response was delayed much longer than | had anticipated. We will review our files and take any

( appropriate steps to address the situation.

May the Lord bless you and the people you serve.

k{?_ Dt Coa

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon
Bishop of Joliet
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March 19, 2012

Most Reverend John Myers
Archdiocese of Newark

171 Clifton Avenue

P O Box 9500

Newark, NJ 07104

Dear John,

| am enclosing a letter | received recently from Bill Virtue. | spent a good amount
of time on the phone with him regarding his status. | don’t know if Bishop Jenky is
considering a review of Bill's case, but | send this letter on to you in the event that you
wish to do something about it. It is confusing!

C' | hope you are well. Prayers.

Enclosure
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Bishop Joseph Imesch

Retired Bishop of Joliet
Feb. 25, 2013

Dear Bishop Imesch,

Perour telephone conversation, I write to ask you to be so kind as to
help a priest of Jesus Christ by writing to Archbishop John Myers of Newark.

Here is the question which we discussed, about which I asked you to
inquire of Archbishop Myers his reply:

“Bishop Jenki is considering a review of Fr. Virtue’s case because he has
received new testimony about Fr. Virtue’ innocence. Before he proceeds, he
has asked to be assured that the Joliet Diocese has no objection.

“I am writing to clear up a separate matter about which we have no

C . record of your action. Back in the 1980’s, during a time of intense publicity
about clergy abuse in Joliet, a officer of the law sent a letter to me expressing

his concern about Fr. Virtue and a walk with a youth in a park. I forwarded it

to you because Fr. Virtue was serving in Peoria. We kept a copy, and it later

gave us some concern because we did not know you had resolved the matter.

Can you confirm that the following is your understanding of what happened:

“The Joliet Diocese did forward a letter concerning Fr. Virtue to Peoria.
It was investigated by the Vicar General, Msgr. Steven Rohlfs, who spoke with
the officer himself. He said the youth stated there was no misconduct; there
was no evidence of drinking; and his fellow officer had no concerns. Fr. Virtue
answered all questions satisfactorily; he was cleared and no record kept.”

Bishop Imesch, I count on you to be of help to me in Christ, Fr. Bill Vigtue

7 B0l Ve
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April 5, 2012

Reverend William Virtue

Dear Bill,

Many thanks for your recent letter. As | mentioned in our phone conversation, |
sent your previous letter on to Archbishop Myers and asked him for his comments. |
appreciate your prayers and | am grateful that we can pray for one another.

| won't question Father Ratiu’s Latin ability. | am sure he is a better student than |
am. However, | feel very certain that “pro” is able to take an accusative just as weli as
“ad” can. | will leave that to the Latin experts. | would just like to clarify a few things in
your letter. Since Bishop Jenky is your diocesan bishop, | think you should spell his
name correctly. (smile) | just want to clarify the statement in your letter, “Since you
advised me that Joliet needed to know that Myers entirely cleared me.” | don't think that
was my advice, but rather that you told me that Archbishop Myers needed to clear up
any confusion before Joliet could write a letter.

I do hope that this matter will be able to be resolved and that, God wnling you
will be able to return to some type of ministry. Peace. Blessed Easter.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop Emeritus of Joliet
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April 16, 2012

Reverend William Virtue

Dear Bill,
Enclosed is the response | received from Archbishop Myers. | just returned to the
office after a few days away and so the letter was not sent as promptly as it might have

been.

| hope this helps resolve your situation. If there is anything else that | can do,
please let me know. Let us keep each other in prayer.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop Emeritus of Joliet

Enclosure
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OFFEICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
MosT REVEREND JOHN J. MYERS

April 3,2012

Most Reverend Joseph Imesch
Retired Bishop of Joliet

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear +Joe,

Thank you for sharing with me the information from Father Virtue. 1 found that
the quotations from Monsignor Rohlfs were accurate. That is what our investigation
uncovered. And that is why we permitted him to continue to serve as a priest in the
Diocese of Peoria. If there are other actions or later actions, I do not know. 1 am not
( aware of any such actions which were drawn to my attention.

Hope you are doing well, Joe, We miss you at the meetings, although I am sure
you do not mind having a few less meetings to attend! Please know of my prayers and
best wishes for a Holy Easter Season.

With kindest personal regards, [ am

Fraternally in the Lord,

g 9 h
EMost Reverend John J. Myers
Axchbishop of Newark

Iml

Arctdiocesan Center

171 CLirroN AVENUE * Post OfFice Box 9500 » NEwaRrk, New JERSEY 07104-0500 » (973) 497-4004 * Fax (973) 497-4018
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425 Summit St. Fax 8157226602

Joliet, lllinois 60435

March 29, 2012

Dear Bishop,

| agree that if the Diocese of Peoria initiates a canonical process, it should bring some
resolution to Father Virtue's concerns and his ecclesiastical status.

Regarding documentation received, it is not dissimilar from that furnished by other
priests, i.e., testimonials from persons attesting to the good character of the priest, etc. It does
not demonstrate that Father Virtue is innocent of the charges against him.

e

May the Lord bless you.
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L] [C] peacon John Freund {1 Jim Byme
[L] Receptionist
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(.__ ************************i‘********-‘**
[] For Your Information [[] Please Advise
[ ] For Your Review and Response E&P{asa Comment
| [l For Your Review, then Forward to£ [] piease Handle
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[] For the Fite [] Please Research
D Prepare letter/note card for my Signature D Please Proofread and Send |
= Congrats :
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e Thank You
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=  Other:
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Most Rev. Pietro Sambi
Apostolic Nuncio

3339 Massachusetts Ave.,, NW
Washington DC 20008

Your Excellency:

Doubtless you know of Father Michael Orsi’s article “Reckless bishops ruin
priests’ reputations” in the current Homiletic & Pastoral Review. Perhaps you are also
familiar with criticisms of the Bishops’s Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People by the late Avery Cardinal Dulles and by Dr. Germain Grisez, both of
them foremost theologians.

All three hold that defects in the Charter itself can result in grave injustices to
priests even where the Charter is implemented in a conscientious way. But that is not
why I write you. Rather I write because of a failure to implement even those
safeguards which the Charter provides.

Father Orsi’s accusation rings true: Some American bishops have made a
~ travesty of canon law and have sacrificed their priests’ reputations to quell a crisis
C " basically of their own making.

Pagan jurists held Fiat justitia, ruant coeli. Surely the Church of Christ can do
no less. The scandal given by pederastic priests was terrible enough, but in too many
cases the “remedy” of bishops only compounds the evil, while priests who may be
innocent suffer and are bound to silence.

Lest this letter seem vague and abstract let me cite the case of Father William D.
Virtue, a parish priest and friend of mine who made a mark by publishing
scrupulously orthodox studies of chastity, marriage and procreation. Several years ago
he was suspended on grounds of accusations from a convicted felon. A priest of a
different diocese who was accused by a brother of Father Virtue’s accuser has been
cleared by his bishop. At last word, Father Virtue had not heard from his own bishop.

Father Virtue has not been told of this letter.

I beg you to right a quasi-institutionalized injustice, and relieve the undeserved
suffering of devoted priests.

With a prayer for blessings on your person and your work, I am,

Yours respectfully,









