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SPESIA &AYERS 
James C. Bymc 
John M. Spcsia 
Chri$thm G. Spe.~la 
JeffreyS. Taylor 
Martin). Shanahan, Jr. 
Mark A. Lichtenwalter 
Gabriel G. Orcnic 
Michael R. Stiff 
Tricia M. Pellegrini 
MichaelS. HopkiM 
H. Richard Hagen 

Of Counsel: 

E. Kent Ayers VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 
Thoma$ M. Ewt:' !r 
Kent Slater JVlr. Terrance M. Johnson, Esq. 

North Pier Chicago 
455 East Illinois Street 
Chicago, lllinois 60611 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Attorneys at Law 

August 10,2012 

Re: Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet 
-------- --

Fatlzer William. Virtue 
=== 

Priest File 

The following records for Father William Virtue: 

1.) Priest file of Father William Virtue (total pages 527) 

2.) A Privilege Log, for documents in this priest file. 

1415 Black Road 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Ph 815.726.4311 
Fx 815.726.6828 

www.spesia-ayers.com 

Douglas F. Spcsia 
(1940-2010) 

Sister Judith Davies is out of the office this week . When she returns on Monday she will 
check to determine if there are any other records on Father Virtue. 

JCB/skm 
cc: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, JCD 

The Honorable Michael Powers 
Mr. Patrick Bradley, Esq. 
Mr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq. 
Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq. 

My Best Regards, 

SPESIA & AYERS 

Established 1899 

0------- -- ·--·--. ---- ----·---0····----
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SAINT A LEXANDER SCHOOL 

SISTERS CF NOTRE CAM E 

136 5. CORNEt-t. AVENU E 

VILLA PARK, ILLINO IS 

Vocation Director 
Servite Seminary 
Hillside , Illinois 

March 29 , 1962 

Dear Reverend Father : 

000008 

~illiam Virt ue is a thoroughly good 
boy with hi gh ideals , and is not afraid 
to stand up for what is right. He is 
i nterested in everything connected \vith 
parish life , and loves to be around the 
altar . He is a faithful Altar Boy, and 
a frequent Communicant . 

He comes from an excell ent Catholic 
family, and is well liked by his class­
mates and teachers . I 

I do not hesi tate to recommend william 
for the seminary. 

Very respectfully , 

~~71~~ 
Principal ...s-.//.i!J. 

~·-- - · -·-· - -~ -- - - - - ··· -- - - ·-·-- ----- - -- - - ---- - - -·- ·-----
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SUMMARY FORM I I a a • 

School Add res F rom Sf. Ale 'I q nd-tt­

To H·'llsLde. Sem rna¥ 
Name of Pupil y,·r t u e.. 

School Admess __________________________________ ___ 

La sr 
Wit ham Jk..,. n ,·$ 

F.itst Middle 
Dace of Birth 

Grade Completed - ---4<K'L---- A or B 

- - -- Address 

STANDARDIZED TEST RECORD: Recoro results of the last test administered. 

Date 
Given l - ,, Name of Grade 

Given 1. lotelligeace: Test ons Gyl!;.k Se.ot= et'\·, 7 
Mo. Yc 

C. A. I '2. • 3 

M.A. IS-I 

I.Q. I If' 

Name of Grade Date 
Give.n s- - ,, 

Mo. Yr. 
2. Achievement: Test-3<-SuitJlau:nl.lf~,..urt:Jd'l--------------- Given 7 

Give grade equivalent for each of the following: 

Reading Cf - j Language _ _,~..__ .... _,1r..-_ __ Arithmetic ') .. .3 Spelling - -M.f'---£.1 __ _ 

PERSONAL RECORD: Indicate by placing X in the respective column. 

Attendance: Good Average Poor 

Social Habits: Good Average Poor 

Study Habits: Good --- Average Poor 

Health: Good 
.,.-

Average Poor 

COMMENTS: \Af,' ll,4rn '' Cl aood boy 1 ~qu!.t, rnt'nds his cown 

bwstnessl and possesses +h«>se. yuq/jt,'es ne.e.Je...d for thoi. 

This summary should be mailed to the Principal of the new sch9ol after the pupil has been a ccepted ao a regular studear. 

It may NEVER be given to the s tudent. to his parents, or his &uardia.o • 

.. . -·· -- - - --·- -·-- - -~--· - --·- ·-- · -- ~-- -· .. ----·-·--- --- - ---- ·-- ... --- ·· - - -·-
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S1D <:5ouJ:h. C!.ov.J[ clfv011.u 

<1/;[[o. fPa.tk, fi{Unol,._ 

Janua~ 10, 1962 

Mater Iblorosa Semina~ 
Hillside, I llinois 

Reverend and dear father, 

vlilliam Virtue has asked that he be 
permitted to take the entrance ~tion 
at your Seminary. I am happy to ·aid his 
cause by nw recommendation. He comes .from 
a family highly respected in our Community. 
There is no doubt that he vTill be a credit 
to your school. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.4-~l·~ 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Da.."1:41 J. Murray 
Pastor 

I 

·- -- ·····- --· .. - ---··---·- ·-·-·---·· ·--· - ·-··- -- -



(_ 

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 20 

000012 

DIRECTOR OF VOCATIONS 

WEST JA CKSON BOULEVARD • CHICAGO 12, ILLINOI S 

PHONE NEvada 8-5800 

SERVITE SEMINARY 
HILLSIDE, ILL 

Dear Parents : 

irlidespread medical opinion is highly in favor of the ~ogram for the 
prevention of the crippling disease lmown as 11Polio~'. Father Provincial and our 
seminary rectors are most anxious that all seminarians receive the three shots re­
quired by the Program. In most cities these can be obtained free of charge 
through the local health department . In all corranunities competent medical men 
can make arrangements for administering the shots at reasonable rates. 

\.Je are enclosing this fonn as part of the medical r equirements necessary for 
admission to our Servite Seminaries. Will you please take the necessary steps to 
see that your son receives the three r equired Polio Shots before the actual 
entrance date assigned by our seminaries . Should you run into difficulties 
carrying out this requirement, feel free to contact me by letter and t.re willt-10rk 
out details . 

Your signature at the bottom of this fom indicates that your boy has alread;y 
received the ·three required polio shots, or that v1e have your l-Jritten permission 
to administer uhatever shots still required in his case . r1e are enclosing a 
self-addressed stamped envelope for your convenience in r eturning this signed 
fonn to us. 

Sincerely yours in Nary' s Sorrows~ 
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... :... '<irfriii is fo ar~rtifg ... : ... 
i-~~ . 

~;~~(~~~~5M~-~~NA~M~)~~~~~~~~~~ 

fo<m } ~ql}fer of (FATHER) 

c·, mw-
CMOTH E RI 

fuas lJittp!Ue• 19 
I 

at 
(CHUfltC·H) ICITYI 18rATiil 
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daint c:I/-Lexande.-c. (!fz:u'Lah 
:~00 South Cornell Avenue 

lTilla Park, Dli.nois 

January 10, 1966 

Rev. and dear Father: 

000021 

I am happy to recommend William Virtue 
of this parish to the Seminar.y. As you may 
kno~1, he is a nephew of Father l(filliaro }o/an 
of this diocese. His father is an excellent 
man, decidedly interested in all churchnactiv­
ities . His mother is a polio victim confined 
to a wheel chair and yet the mother of six 
children. 

William is fine boy and Horthy of ever.y 
consideration . vie will be fortunate one day 
to have hint in the diocese, God willing. 

Sincerely, 

4-'~f.~ 
Rt . Rev. r-rs(r. Danief!J. Murray 

29 

/ 
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IYir. William Virtue 
608 s. Princeton Street 
Villa Pa.r-k; Illinois - 60181 

Dear Bill: 

RLKs jr 

000022 

·~ Jentl8l'Y 20, 1966 

. 
correct t~ send the~Lewie College 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

rather Roger L. Keffer 
Rector 

I remain, 

···- ·······-·--·-·- ··-- · --·----- ·· 

take 



( 

I 

\ 
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ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 

Father Ro'ger L. l<affer 
st• Charies Borromeo Seminary 
Lockport, Iliinois - 60441 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

LOCKPORT. li..I..INOIS 

000025 

L•Je hereby give· our permission for our son to pa~ticipate in a~y regulQr 
br e~tra-curd.cular activities associate'd with St. Char-les- Borromeo Seminary 
or Lewis Coll ege , ·and to use any mode of transportation arranged ror these 
actiVities . 

We also auth~fize the seminary authorit i es tb proceed ·with any 
operation or madical treatment that is judged nececsary ... in case or 
dent or SUdden illness iri the case Of Ol!r Son or ward, kvi' 1- ',t./ ,±',ti/.1.' 

With CO't'dial best tuishes, we remain~ 

e_mer_g.enc~ 
acci- ·: 
Jj. Yt: R.,·tVE 

1-

-- - - -- - ·- -·- -··-·- -··-·· --· ·- ·- - - -·- ----- ---- - - --- - - --- - -·---· 
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Rev. Roger Kaffer 
· st Charles SeMinary 
Lockport, Ill. 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

000026 
February 28, 1966 

As a parent of one of your next year's freshMan in college, I 
have More than a slight interest in our diocesan sel'linarians. liith 
~ son being at the Servite Seminary at Hillside, I hear considerable 

"scuttlebut" some of which I pass on to you for whatever you deei'l worthy 
of any attention. 

I aM sure that with the starting of our sel'linary this past year 
and with your other duties, you have had More than your share of 
things to do and I want to say first that it is not ~ intent to find 
fault with anyone or the system. ~~ interest is in keeping as Many 
of our Minor sel'linarians as possible enthusiastic about our diocesan 
priesthood. 

What I have heard ~rel'larks passed in~l'lY car as I transport 
sol'le of the boys about on week ends. As you are uncb ubtedly aware 
the Servites are very Pluch awakened by the "fresh air 11 in the Church 
and their spirits are running high. Also, they have discovered after 
sending soMe of their I'len to St Louis for the first tiMe last year, 
that they Nere lacking last year in preparing these freshl'lan for this 
new life and as a result have spent considerable tiMe and effort this 
year with their seniors. Naturally our diocesan boys are aware of all 
this and wonder who is conserned about theM. They seeM to feel that 
everyone just expects thel'l to show up next fall autoPlatically. ~ 
passengers last night on the way back to Servite nal'led only seven out 
of possible (is it 15 to 17) we have that intend to go to St Charles. 
I know you expect a certain aPlount of fall outs at various stages, but 
it would also seel'l that they have been left to thel'lselves and you know 
how young boys can be influenced by things that l'lay not be important. 
They are quite thrilled with the idea of being in the big city of 
StLouis as a Servite ••• even though they do not know if the Servites 
want thei'l and ruMor also has it that they can get governl'lent loans there 
to carry theM financially if the Servites proi'lise that they will continue 
on as teachers. Please do not think that the Servites are proselyting, 
but our boys cannot help but feel their interest. 

Another rei'lark they passed was that the only interest they have 
been shown was to be invited to St Charles several Months ago for an 
orientation and that they didn~t hear much except that Latin would 
continue to be stressed. They had to find their own transportation to 
Joliet •• which brmke down on theyway, caasing thei'l to arrive late. 

Well, Father, that is the jist of the things I hear. Perhaps you 
know about theM or perhaps you do not attach the i~ortance to theM 
that I do. I suppose I should not be overly concerned since ~ son 
intends to follow through at St Charles and it May not effect us 
personally. However, I know a lot of these boys very well and I honestly 
think they have not had the attention froi'l the diocese that they should 
to keep their interest high. Maybe before fall coMes~ son,too, will 

- -- ·- ··· --··--- -. - ·-- ---- .. - - -- - - - - ·- --
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feel differently fron all this other exposure. This I would like to 
avoid and it is for this reason that I pass on these re~arks to you. 
I feel that if my son has a vocation to the priesthood that his 
te~er~ent lends itself More to the diocesan life than that of an 
oraer. Please don't get the idea that I think we have to pamper our 
diocesan se~inarians, but I do think they need a little esprit de corps 
and attention. 

Wouldn't Easter Vacation be a good ti~e to have the~ down and 
start arousing the spirits? Does St Charles have a per i odic news 
l etter or something in the meanti~e tha t would ~ake these boys feel 
that they are a part of so~ething other than the Servite order or 
a l ay university? 

Please accept these coVll'lents in the spirit in which they are 
given---a sincere interest in our diocesan clergy. 

c-

I 
\ 
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Thank yau fot- your leUer- of f'abrue; 
and a~- p~ea1ng Lt. albh9 to the ~acatle . 
·t_o s•l'Vlte :w.S.th iSm tea111, doting the pest 
serv.1t~a w.er& he:, to-, a basketball ga• so 

eciat~ y~Ut i.rtt!JJ"a.at 
Our two de'lsne went 

·.; t . · beak~tball g•M ~ The 

the~ t.f\Jf JOl~et $ttlt10r• -·d1d~ · .. . . h~. 
· ~- a 'ba~~~ I ·~· di~~ppci1nted 

A.LKajr 

rather ReO•~ L. K~''·~ 
Reeto" 

.,. 
:·. 

- -- -- ····-- - -·-- - - -·- - --- -·--- ---
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April 14• 1966 

~a.r-
The lewis College Admissions Committee is happy to 
grant yo~ admission to the College for the semester 
as stated in your application form . 

000()29 

You have been admit~ed in good stand1ng as a Seminarian 
in the Freshman Class. 

Information about Orientation and Registration will be 
sent to you before the semester of your admission by the 
Seminary Office. 

Any questions that you might have concerni ng your program 
of studies or finances or housing should all be directed 
to the Rector of the Seminary. 

The Admissions Committee wishes you every success in your 
work at Lewis College. 

BJA/ag 

sincerely, 

Brother Jude A1oysius, F.S.C. 
Director of Admissions 

ccJDirector o£ Counseling 
· Father Kaf:fer 

Dean o:f Students 

- ·- · - - ·-· --- ---·- --- - - - ------ - - ·- - - ----
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000038 . . . 

April 25, 1966, 

- by this time yau have received notlf'icat f'r011 L.nia Call.Bge 
or your aeadnit: accoptenco there. At t • it gives great plea.-~ 
tQ nlt;o~M~ you abaard tho S .s. Charles I tld.nk ntre taally going 
plece:ts £n tha y•&to ehaad, and 119 wi ppy to have you going aith 
us. As ycu haw heard before, and •~ 110ny1 112tny tiJDea in the 
rtttltl''• the tl:lo• or st. Cha,..lea Bo: ary 1a that enunciated by : 
Ch~£et ahsn Ho ae~ds "Tha Son or fllan Q)ll8 to b8 aRWd but ta ee1•• 
e"d to g$._,o Hi~ t.ife a& a ra This .1.~ .the aplt~t that om-
e.e•tinari•ne ~••lly have Ci it ie a apirs.t ·that you already 
heve and will continua to valop as ~ e g an. tn this spirit of esJvice 
t .,ieh to aseut-e ydu ot 'f, aagarnasa be of ass1stanc:a to you in any 
at any t~ thitt t can. h now and the t'utura., ~ 

May yc;fi.Jl' •I:IH~.e 
ell contJJu• 81iiW8'11~ 

ee 

RLI<rjr 

le · • suparne.tutal and hunan develop..ent. 
l'llr:~~.aa-_ -n:orromao Seminary. 

1 regarda-,. I ;em1n, 

Si~rely youte 1n Christ, 

rat;her Roger L •· Kaffer 
Rector 
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• 
St . Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Lockport, Illinois 
Rev . Roger L. Ka£fer~ Rector 

JPI\'lcK/ j g 

. ··-. ···---· -- .. ·-- .. ···~ . ·---- - ~ ~···-

66 
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5 July 1966 

Dear Fr . Kaffer , 

In con~ideration of the maby letter~ you have 

written to me I feel obligated to make a re~ponce . 

Ferhap13 your patient intere~t ha~ arou~ed me from 

my per! i~tent impolitene~~. 

M~ ~ummer i~ being wall ~pent . The weekday 

being a workday , weekend~ become my wend-days; 

days of social and cultural prusuit. I have avail­

ed myself of Chicago 's possibilities for aesthetic 

and intellectual progress and have attempt ed to 

secure poiBe among teenage peers - -with whom I am 

not accoustomed to being . My job is rather unin­

spiring but tolerable. Of the time alloted me I 

devote a good portion toward ac ademi c follolo~inge . 

(I am cu~rantly reading Richard Wright, Jean Genet , 

Claude Mauriac , Alan ltlatts, ivalter Gropiue, Alaous 

Huxley , Timothy Leary, Charles Jeaneret(Le Corbusier) 

and the four writerB of the New Te st~~ent and the ir 

predeees13ors in the Old). Unfortunately personal 

creativity has suffered from a lack of attention; 

particular~y in reg ards to writimgJ, . However , in 

the artistic fie l d I run making some progress by 

developing a new calligraphic alp~abet . 

Looking for~rard to a new year and thanking you 

onee again for your interest , I remain yours mo s t 

000038 
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Dear Bill: 

I was pleased to receive you 
photographs. It sounds like yhou 
Get some exercise and relaxation tog 
pursuits. I hope to call o fami 
summer. 

Anytime that I can 

.July 11, 1966 

ly 5. thank you for the 
g the summer profi~ably. 

ith your reading and cultural 
oMetime before the end of the 

000039 
r ; 

: ~ 

With cordial perso d a plea and promise of mutual prayers, 

i 
\ 

I remain, 

R.LK:jr 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
Rector 
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C. 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 

WILLIAM VIRTUE 

Dear Bill: 

Enclosed you will find! 

1. your fall schedule; 

TEI.EPHONE 81.5 • 838-8100 

LOCKPORT, ILLINOIS 60441 

August S, 1966 

2. a schedule of all freshmen classes; 

000040 

3. a self-addressed envelope in l:Jhich to re turn your fall schedule to 
the seminary . 

Be s ure to see to it that you nave no classes during the 9th period. Be sure, also, 
that you do not have two classes at the same time . If you do~ put yourself in 
a different section so t hat this conflict is averted. Any additions, changes 
or corrections should be made on the upper card. Then re-copy your entire schedule 
on the lover card. Be sure~ also, to fill out t he information indicated for the 
public r elations office on the back of the card. '!he entire double card 
must be r eturoed to the seminary no l ater titan August 20. 

You may take Latin or a t110dern language of your choice, Bill. 

With cordial personal regards to your family and with a plea and a promise 
of mutual prayers , I remain» 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
Rector 
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DATE: October 24, 1966 

MEMO 

WILLIAM VIRTUE is taking Greek. 

RLK 

- --- -· .. ···· -· - ··- -- - ·· -- -- ·- -·- - ·-· 

000041 
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HOHE VISIT 

000042 

DATE: August 15, 1966 

It was the second time I had called on the Virtues. Again, Bill's 

C. 

were not home. Bill was just getting ready to go to evening ~~s 
His aunt was staying with the family while the folks were 

a vacation. Bill was pleasant enough, though a bit in t 
a hurry to get to church. The family lives in an average older house. He 
seems to he a good candidate. 

RLK 

DATE: December 8, 1966 

BILL WAS TALKING IN THE :t-ruSIC ROOM AT 2:20 A.M. ON THE ABOVE DATE. I 
SPOKE WITH Hili, TOLD HIM I WAS DISAPPOINTED IN HIM, AND SENT HIM TO SEE 
FATHE~.WHOM I DID NOT CONTACT BEFOREHAND, FOR WHATEVER DISCIPLINARY 
ACTION HE SHOULD DEEJ:-1 PROPER. 

Bill took it much better than I thought he would. He told me he feels 
that there is within him a long standing and consistent inclination to do the 
unconventional thing and he feels this is part of his personality and something 
he should not stifle, or he would be destroying himself. He attributes it to 
creativeity that is a special gift of hi s, most probably. I observed that 
it could be creativity and it could be immaturity andself-will, We discussed 
psychological testing and the help it could be. Bill very much would like 
some psychological testing and counselling. He suggested it a year or so ago 
and his father became very upset. I suggested that this might be done through 
Maryknoll. I told him I would make arrangements for it and I would like to have 
the results sent to us also, in order that we might help too, but of cour~e we 
would need his permission for this. He made no comment on this particular 
poi nt. I told him I would contact Father Quinn lileitzel to see if he might have 
this testing over the Christmas vacation. Bill still impresses me as veing 
very emotional and very confused. It is my opinion that he does need some 
professional help or counselling, probably. 

RLK 

HE SLEPT THROUGH MASS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 11, AS WAS DISCOVERED BY A ,.SPOT 
CHECK" BY FATHER -

--·-- -- ·-·-----
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000048 
ME M 0 

I ga.ve pe.Jrmi.l,)t..<.on 6oJc. RUe. V-i.M:ue .to dlr..op GJc.eek, at hi6 Jc.equu.t, on 
MCVtc.h 10, 1967. Blr.o.theJc. Geolt.ge had no objection~ but wanted U ci.ea.Jc.ed 
.th.Jc.ough me. 

RLK f.-~- lc 
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ST. CHARLES 80RROMEO SEMINARY 000050. 
LoCKPORT, h .. LJNOI~> 

June 2, 1967 

L ocel Board No . if 121 
Sel ective Service System 

RELATIVE TO: Virtue, Hilliam Dennis 

U.S. Post office Building 
Wheaton, Illinois- 60187 

Gentlemen; 

I do hereby certify that WILLI.I\t'i DENNIS VIRTUE is currently enrolled 
in this recognized divinity school anots preparing for the Roman Catholic 
Priesthood under the euspices of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet and of 
the Christian Brothers, Lewis College, Lockport, Illinois. 

William Virtue is likewise pursuing in a satisfactory 
manner a ~uTT-time course of instruction leading to entrance into a recognized 
theological school . 

In view of these facts, I do hereby request that our student, 
Virtue be classified "IV-D", as provided by the Ser~ 

Service Act~ and as interpreted by Sel ective Service Regulations (Section 
1623.43 (a) (4) ) . 

Thanking you for your consideration, I ~m 

Sincerely yours, 

PDP:jr 

- -- ---- - -- ------ ------ ------ ----------- --------------- - ---
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WILLIAM VIRTUE 

DATE: June 3, 1967 

Page __ 

000051 

Bill came and we had a marvelous talk for an hour and twenty minutes. 
He impressed me very much and very favorably. He has great potential for 
being a holy man and a creativity that would augur well. He will probably 
always be a thorn in some people 1s side, because he will not benform to a 
pattern, but will be unique. However, if he develops properly and is guided 
he has much to offer. Our very long conversation woul d boil down to his 
zeal in ging to help bandage wounds from fights of peopl e in flop houses 
on skid row, which apparently he has doen frequently, to his concern about 
embracing the Evangelical Councils rather literally and practically, and to 
his success in encountering, countering, and conquering a visiting 45-year 
old scientist from New York, with whom he got into quite a discussion. I 
told Bill that in my opinion and that of the faculty, he is one of the most 
improved in the seminary. Specifically, we gave him the job as informarian 
because we thought he was selfish and self-centered, and he seemed to be 
much more blatant in his disregard for rules, which are a matter of obedience. 
He ha~rdot been picked up so often lately. I also cautioned him to keep 
thinking intellectually as he is doing, but also to be aware what first I 
called emotionalism (and he thought of tantrums, etc,) and whi ch I then 
modified to nfeeling", which he seemed to understand. 

se cer ... ~.~~~-J 
een associating with them. He was 

negative and critical in the typical fashion of those who had come 
from Hillside. This certainly seems to be gone. He also mentioned his very 
cl ose association with Mr. Thobe. Bill refuses to care about being accused 
of currying favor with professors. He thinks there is so much he can 
learn from them by volunteering in class and talking with them after class. 
He apparently has a very close friendship with Mr. Thobe which he will not 
abandon for the disregard that the students may have. In this, he is maturely 
sensibl e. 

RLK 

FACULTY MEETING NOTES: June 2, 1967 

improved greatly. 

FACULTY MEETING NOTES : May 5 , 19 6 7 : 

DROPPED GREEK CLASS BEFORE THE PLAY. HE REALIZED HE WAS FALLING 
BEHIND. (F) I WOULD TAG HIM AS UNRELIABLE. (B) VERY EASILY LIVES ON 
EMOTIONAL RATHER THAt.~ REASONABLE LEVEL W (P) CREATURE OF FEELING -- HE 
ADMITS THIS. I THINK HE IS IMPROVING. HE IS SUDDENLY AN "IN" PERSON, 
"DISCOVERED" PERHAPS THROUGH THE PLAY. HAS IHPROVED I N SELF-CENTER GREATLY. 
UfPROVING IN GENEROSITY, IN MY OPINION. 
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July 10, 1967 

Father, 

Sunday's sermon was preached on prudence and the 
priest reminded me of you and the letter I planned to 
write you. About a week ago 1111111111 and I toured 
down to CBS and saw some of t~. The Oblates 
were full of plans and problems regarding their new 
home. We me t one of the new seminary appointees. Fr. 
said you were out for the morning so we missed you. 

This has been so far an educational and enjoyable 
summer. Frequently enough I see some of the guys from 
school; s up he f k and stayed at our 
house, and Every now and then 
I get t er with e s narian picnic was 
well ~y e senior c lass -every one ex­
cept 1111111111111 (too far to come). It was like a 
reunion. Other than t heir class I dd:ldn't run 'into 
any other guys. I mentioned an educ~ 
the su~~er . Well, that is my job. 111111111111111, 
and myself work at Elmhurst hospital as orderl ys . 
They paid us to take a three week training ~~:·ourse and 
then graduated us to worm on the wards, Mine is a 
medical floor. Most of our patients are diabet~c~ , 
ulcers and terminal cancer victims. Sometimes the 
wor~ is frustrating and even nervewracking and some­
times it is fruitful and rewarding but it is always 
self-revealing and helpful to others. 

I hope that you are .in tl3e midst of a profitable 
sum..."ller, Say hello to F¥- . Frederick for me. I would 

~ask one favor of you. I want to write Fr . Pusatari 
in Florence but do not have his address. Could you 
inscribe it on a postcard and send it toome, I would 
be very thanktul. 

sincerely yours, 

00005? 
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Mr. ~am Vi~ 
608 S~flnceton Avenue 
Villa Park, Illinois - 60181 

Dear Bill: 

00005S 

35th Day of the Year of Paith 
Ausust 2, 1967 

c - -

Please excuse this tardy reply er of July 10, which I was 
very happy to receive. I knew that Miss~~o~ had sent you Fa ther Pusateri's 
address, which you wanted righ not hasten to send a letter 
in reply. It is gratifying getting so much out of your 
summer and gi.ving so much t up ehe good work! 

. • I remain, 

be extraordinarily good next 
best year yet. Anytime I c·an help 

Be assured of my continuing prayers 

called on you • but if it 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
Rector 
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C. 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY 

Reverend and dear Father: 

TELEPHONE 81!5- 838-8100 

L OCKPORT. ILLIN OIS 60441 

September St 1967 

St. Alexander - Villa Park 

Would yQu be .kind enough to fill out the following summer report on 
your parishioner WILLIAM VIRTUE , who is attending St. 
Charle~.Bo~r.omeo Se~nary, and return it to me by September 15. 

000055 

1) Did this semiua:~ian call on you during the summer and offer his services? 

tL~~t~~ .. ~c4. ~ 
2) Did he attenc,i Mass and Communion: (Please encircle) Daily . ~·requently 

Seldom Never? 

3) Was he seeJt it;l ChtJr~ for visi,ts (Pleas e encircle): Daily Frequently 
Occasionally .Se'ldom Never? 

~~~~-
4) Please comment on his dress, conduct, and companionship during the summer . 

- - - -- -- -·--· ---··- ---·---~- --~-------------------·---
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5) Family Background -- Please indicate any family background or problems 
we should be aware of in dealing with the seminarian. 

6) At his present pace of development, would you be willing to have this 
young man as your assistant ~fter ordination? (If not . why not?) 

~~- £_,_ ~~- a_f-1::-u c._.Y, ~ -4<.::&.) 

7) Please note any other observations or recommendations you would like to 
make concerning the above-named seminarian or our handling of him here 
at the seminary. We welcome your suggestions , recommendations, and 
constructive criticisms. If there is a particular type of seminary 
job assignment that would be helpful to him, please indicate. 

We are counting on your prayers. Please. feel welcome to visit your 
parishioner and all of us at s.C.B.S. anytime. A visit from you would mean 
a lot to him and to us . 

With cordial best wishes, and sincere thanks, I remain. 

Gratefully yours in Christ. 

Kaffer 

-.... ~ - . 

- - - ·- - - -
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De a~: 

April 8, 1968 

0 0 {ft1:6 .. 2 
• .-"&.;·. • •• ~ " 

.(" 

Thank you for your letter of March 29. I vas pleaaed with the way Bill 
reacted to the penalty given. Because of bis s:Utc:erity, I think there is good 
hope for continued gr~h. Be assured of ey continuing prayers for you and your 
family • and please pray for me and Tlt'.f work. I am very sorry that I missed 
you. 

With cordial best wis~es, I remain, 

RLK:jr 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
lector 

---·~ ·-- -·-·---·- -·- - ··-- .. - - ·-· - ··-·- ·-- -
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27l,et Day of the Y~ar 9f Faith 
Annunciation~ Ma1;'ch 25', 1968 

~ 
It is with concern and regret that I adv~,...e--y-n-,-,-5..J.i has been placed on 

disciplinaty probation. I told you last sumaer that in opinion Bill made 
more progress last year than any other s This • I think he has 
do~e some backsliding, but rather in tl poor j ud nt and fuzzy 
thinking than malice, in my opinion. o be a groving pattern of 
doing pretty lllllch as he pleases re s responsibilities, as was 
evidenced recently by bis failure tine at the free weekend. Last 
Saturday night, Bill ~d four others upon themselves to ·stay out all 
night. It is only because his ast re r ha~ been generally satisfactory and 
his· potential is great tha . ·deci · on probation instead of dismissal, 
after consultati.on ~th t faculty d co eration o.f all the circumstances. 
The terms of this prob at : are that ~ is grounded for th~ rest of this semes- · 
ter, ~th the exception Easter Vac fion and the Mother's Day weekend. He 
may neither leave campus r invite or/ entertain anyone here Without exp!i.c:U: 
(not presumed) permission Father a~eri, or in his absence, of myself. 
Su~ permissio e g for ao extraordinary reason. Of course, 
failure to ob these terms would render :Bill liable ;to immediate 
dtsnissal. both observe and profit from this probationary period. 
The way he ill mean a great deal to us • to him and to you, l 
8%'1 sure. 

It is . or me to write a letJ:er such ~ thi.s, nor .for you to 
receive it., I know. owever, I have promised you that l would ke~p you :posted 
and would work together with you. I will be gl~d to discus·s this wi.th yo~ at 
any Mutually conven!e~t opportunity. Doth Father Pusa~eri and I have discussed 
:it vith Bill, as I am su~· you will, too. Be assured of my continuing prayers 
for Bill and for all of your family, and please -pray for all of us, tbat the 
expenditure of ·our lives and efforts, gladly ila.de, may prove very fru1.tful in 
the lives of these young men as they strive for Christian maturity and priestly 
responsibilitya and holiness. 

Vitb cordial best wishes, I remain, 

RLK:jr 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
Rector 

-----·- .. ----- - -----·-·· . ·---------- -------- ···---· ---
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CHARACTER REPORT 

000065 
NMm~--~.r~'L=I~AM~.~n~~~------------
6~~s~~~jt!~;~:;_:::.:. -=::::r:..:.';;6=i:::.._-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-~---_-_-: 
DIOCES~E--~lil~-~~~-~------------------

Non-Existent Low Average High Excessive 

INTELLECTUAL ABILITY I I I 'I I 

Zl-:==~~~~t;;;;;;~~~~==~1t~l===~o:ve:_r~i'~ieves 
~====~======~==~~,_~p~i~et~istic 

FIDELITY TO RELIGIOUS DUTIES I I I 1 I I r "'" . _ 
- I t...h.fJ....,... ~ ........... - r -..-----:---;----~--__,.. -r::.___j__ - ~ ':'"r ~ , , tJ 

FIDELITY TO ASSIGNED JOBS I / I I I ~1,~ "1 ()<A.·'"'"~r .. -f ~M- ( -,...-t..~ 
selfish Chump f (/ • 

GENEROSITY IN VOLUNTEERING /--- 1--1 I I I 

INTELLECTUAL APPLICATION 

neglects own 

CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS 
-:------.--.---~----:---'r~e::..2s~po~nsibilities 
~~=====~~~=-~!~_L/ ____ ~,~----·' 

HU11ILITY 
~----=-----,---=l~a~ck~s4self-confidence 
1--- --,,...~--·-· --1 I 

ABILITY TO ACCEPT BDRRECTION 

CAN LIVE WITHIN LUIITATIONS 

EMOTIONAL CONTROL 
inhibited 

-1-=-=1 I I I I c· ·. R.UDENT JUDGMENT 

LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE 

---~~------~----~ .follower 
1----t--t- 1 .. 

presumPtous 
I I 

bold 
SOCIABILITY I / I I I 

PUNCTUALITY 1- ·-J I I 
------~--~---------

VIRILITY t 1- I I 

PERSONAL APPEARANCE /. /. 
fastidious 

j I 

ROOM 1- .j. I 

HEALTH r 7 7 
b-itter ' 

.A1'11TUDE I 
obsequious ? 

I I 

COM~fENTS: 
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CHARACTER REPORT NAME rtiLLIAAI -IllRTUE 
DATE llat/,. 1961. 
CLASS Sbphmtr11t1. 
DIOCE8:3 Jofld 

Non-Existent Low Ayerag~ · ·Hi gh ····· Excessive 
( 

INTELLECTUAL ABILI'IY I I - ~:-:.''! I I . .. , 
I over achieves 

INTELLECTUAL APPLICATION I I / I 7 I I 
I piet istic 1'-

FIDELITY TO RELIGIOUS DUTIES I I T:.l I I • 
~ 

FIDELITY TO ASSIGNED J OBS I ..__..,_. ;z I I • chump self ish J 

GENEROSITY IN VOLUNTEERING I I "7 ·<I I I 
I neglects own 

·t f r esponsi bilities 
CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS I I I I 

I l acks self-confidence J. 

HUMILITY I 7 17 I 
I t . 

ABI LITY TO ACCEPT BORRECTION I I 1 .>~ l .r. I 
) .. 

phle, atic - ' 
CAN LIVE WITHIN LIMITATIONS I I I 1 I 

i I i nhi h;ted 
EMOTIONAL CONTROL I I I T 7 c· ~UDENT JUDGMENT 

I 
r 

; ' -r 7 I 
follot~Tr presryptous 

LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE 7 7 I I 
I bold t-

SOCIABILITY 7 7 l 7 7 I 
I 

7 !. 
7 I PUNCTUALITY (/. 

····· t 
VIRILITY 7 7 7 l 7 

I fastidious .( 
PERSONAL APPEARANCE 7 7 71 7 I .. 

7 
.( 

ROOM ·7 l 7 I 
• I 

HEALTH 7 7 7 l? 
1rl: tter I obsequious .I 

ATTITUDE 7 7 7 I 7 7 

C 0 M ME N T S: 
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Very Re.,-erond Roger L. K2ffer , Rector 
St . Cha.rles Borrcmeo Se!!!inary 
Lockport , Illinios. o0441 

Oeq· F'r . Keffer , 

¥ay 18, 1968 

I em writing this l etter i~ response to s recent ly reci~ved 

lett~r from t.!-1!" Chancery Office of the Jiocese of Jo}. i. ~t .lldvi sin~ 

my classmates and I to eop::1y in writin~ for sn:r person"l rect-":lsirie?"-

Rticn of ou~ ~hoice of semi~a l~es for t~ e last txo ye~rs of ocllag~ . 

I h&ve i ncluded in t his le tter the fectu~l ~ros anj c0ns for 

my attendir:~ Lewis Coll-::?e for t :te next t'.'IO ye8r~ rather thl'-r: 

Imacuiate Cc:ncej: tion Se.'i ir:<>ry in Mtssou:-i . I f it is i mpossibl:l for 

:; f f iliate:! se•:>ir:P.ry run by th.:: Franciscrns . '-'¥f>.y ~uincey? B~c -· u se 

it is e better oolle~e tnan Conception saminPry, it has e fcur h0ur 

system thl< s f~cilitqtin~ tr-sr.sfer f'r<''i'l l9•:ris , i t is i-:1 t.h·~ s-';~t'3 of 

Illinois and therefor~ making my $l , 10e dolla r ~r?nt a,r.,.ili<>ble . 

The stP.te hes ~iven me t~is ~r~~t in recognition of my fin~nci~l 

need . ~ ~n P.s !dn~ you to mak~ the s eme considerotion thAt t:-te 

stste .!-las m~de. 

I h::-ve mei'.y person~l r%t$or,::: for wishing to re!nl'!.in g.t Lewis 

that you, do•.:.btless , will ne•rer kno·,v. Among them is the sustg.ined 

mutu!'ll friendship I hElve e-r.terec intc -_.."i th :nany of my professors . 

3~ch re l?t:on3hips prcvide gn excelle nt en~iror~ent f e r le~rr.ing . 

I fe-'31 ti·,~t cn-:3 ~hc"L<ld be tT\:.e to ones~lf ~md. , .ultiraatal~' , all tt"'t 

I ~"-ve to offer the people oi' th5.s diocese is m.ysolf : hopef'v.ll~r P 

:nar.. mat ure ir: Ghrist . 1 ::ave prayed and sou~ht · <:'dvice concet:!'l lr:.~ 

my r;~ql~est to remein e.-1; La•:1is end St. Charles . I best k:now mJ.5•:; lf. 

1 
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My remerks on the fol lowing ~a~es about tha situ~~ion at 

Conception ~ re the result of e.r. hO\:: r 1on7; conference wi. th the 

academic d-ellr.. of Concep~ion semina ry . Before I be~in my fectuel 

stPtement, let me quote f rom th: in t roduct ion by Bi sht:•p Cart•er 

to 11The De~ree 6n Priestly ~ or!lleti on:' i!'l t:'le Documents of V.-i;ican II: 

In its spirit (the docu~ent's), bisho?s, se~cin8ry staff s, 
diocesP-n p riests , ~nd religiou s ? riests - ell who h~ve A 

p:> rt t c play in di scernins and d evelonimg 'Tactions - but 
most Of I'll the eemin~ri ens themsel,res 'll.US': us-e th~i r i.D­
~enui ty a."'ld ;:rill and must respond to the ! race of Christ 

o work out th.a so'l.ation . 

* * * 
The foll owi ng; is E. list of f ?.ctual p ros in fA'TOu r cf my return....ng 

to Lewis colle~e in preference to Conception S:;lmine.!'J • Let 'ne fir .:>t 

quote frot'l 11The Decree On Priestly Formsticn: a 

Before seminerians te.ke up those s r..c red stv.di:; s vrhich are 
p roperly ecc lesiastic ~> l, they s:tould be aquipued vri th i;he 
hu;n~:mistic ~.nd scier.tifi c trs inin::: ·.·r!>ich in their o-.:m 
countries enable s yovn~ peep1-a to -undert11ke hi :;her studies . 

Let me add til.At I co:.:.ld never c ompete in ~radu:~te schoo l in either 

1. Academic pros -'> Lewis : 
(and Colle~e St. Franc~s , 

<.1 nliet) 

I am a serious Philosophy me j c r . 
At Lewis ! h~ve six oro fesscrs pve.ili ~~l0 . 
Also av?.ili~ble is t~e CSF f~culty 
I'h~re is a Vl3ri..~ty of cours~s h e!"e 

. \ 

essenti .,l f0!" sur ···iving in ~re :l.u13t e school . 
I h~ve entered the Neti onnl ~onors Society 
i n n1ilcsc9~Y here • 
I hf!ve b.e a.c fletter~d by the Fhilo so'?ctY 
dep;;- rtment :o.t Lewi s by :1r. in'Ti tP.ticn to 
be e.n p~r';- l;±me P..s si st~::1t te~cher in 
.?hilOSO?i1y. rl:is job probe.bly will pay. 
It is an erlt• c~tio!l exper'ience I •.vN lld like . 

Acade:nic contra Got>.c~rt:. on : l he.ve i.'irti shed my Philoso·phy major ' 5 .JK' 
rdquir~ments accord~n g t o them. 
There e.re only two Phi losor."l:r te~chors 
is this !) reoeret'lon fo r !--,i £her studies? 
1 >voul·; ioo~e my ~ntre:1cs into the }1g:t.i cn ... l 
E0 nors scc iet y - ther~ i. s no chr>pter t~~r~. 
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AGademic 
Engli sh 

.!.c ad.~rni c 
En~li sh 

:' CP.demio 
Art 

3 

,1;( 
pros~-:. Lewis: I ~~m a.ttB1n!:'ti ~2.; !:', ''!P.jo r i n ~nglish . "'iP 

There are nine ?rof'essors F.tt lewis plus ;~ CSF. 
·r;.u s would prepare me for graduPte school in E::lg . 
I h>~ve been invited as !'\.:! ?. ssoci?.t e memher :l.n 
Nat1onal Hon urs Scciety in Sn~lish here. 

cont r a. Concepti on: The ~ce.c . .emi c <ia~n at ~onc13ption tr·ld l!le th,.,t 
his CO'.l rses -..rere ir.f' ·:equ :>:t·'! for my neecs . 
Ther~ ?r~ oGly t~o profasso rs of ~n~lish. 
I CO!J li !•Ot b ~ ir, X?..t ' 1. Sr.g . fi0nors societv. 

r:ro5 __ ._,Lewis : b~, , S? iritu<>l director h~s told me that it ·trould 
b'3 ; cod f'o"' me ;:>;a ILYJ. ir.'i.i.v:i duF. l tc· t~ke scm~ 
.'?rt ccur~~s . 

'f~:e.r; :_ :3 ~~ 

I shct' 11 b-e 
there is sL. 

6onception : tnere is 

e!l.;;i r.a ~..,rt d..gp.!3.rtrner;t at :~t>F. 

al1owe1 tc 0::qress >'l"J' t 8lent w~LL le 
opo rt•.1:.:.ity . 
onl y cne ~ene!'"' l .;; rt co,~rse t."lere. 

** Cor .. cl·.1:;ion conderlili::}9,; !?.C9\d~m.ic ?~Y<:~:--+.:~'Se of r. colle~"J sucn ,s Le·His or 
·.J.uincey : If' th~ : r·3sent i uni ors h~>.-:r~ ':J~e::1 e.llO'<'!e ·:'- to .C9lTt?.in at L,:;wis 
bece.US-2 Of t!-e ir ace.d:mic ~ inYOl'1'~!'lent , it hes certeinly b e<:ln deomon­
str.o-t;e.::l thP.t a rs~u~ la:r l i l:>enl $rts co:!.le ~'-' ·fn1.1l i ser~-e r;1y 9:luc?-ti onal 
ne-:;ds better f...:!d. tc:r- t my r~ l~t.i or.s hi n ..,,i th Le·:~i s is st ~-iki nn;l y invol ~red 
P.fod O~Tlifici P.l. 

?tty psrer~.t s cp rnc·t e.fo r :; to FMY flor my ~~UCPtion anc my SU.'l'Jller j ob 

If' I attend Le-..ris I "'ill rsci eve t ~~e ~r~nt , e ven if I ;so to ~,_ti ncey I 

7rill loose so:n.e of the !!;rer..t . 

Fi:.:.~P.ci;:ll ;::: res Le·Nis : I will rec ~ aYe "' Illir.ois St ~te 1rant, e.:nount 
·n, 100 for m7: t uit ion . 
If 1 te~ch I m~y meke en astra 350.00. 
There is no· "trf'.nspo rt~":: i. on fee from m·.· house 
to Jbliet - L~<<is a.r:d St .. C'-, ~rles . ., 

Fin,r..ciel centre. Conce~ ti on : L·Ni l l l oo$e the Illirmis :;r snt . v 
I will i'l'>.'Te ·t.o te.ke l oans. 
'i.'here Hi ll tBs.nsportaion d i fficu l ties 
er:i f~es ir. reaching; s.n obscure to·.-m in ~!!t ssouri . 

**Conclusion re fint.;!'lC~ : Lewi s is best , ~uinc-3y second, Go':'lception a. loss . 

Spiritual p ·o Lewis : my spiritual direic";or is nere . I h..,,,e s~a.rohed long 
for t~r:l ri?:ht p erson. 'ila have j1.1st "Ja~n f\n excellent 
relqtio~ehip . Is is ri~ht tc sepa.rete us? 

soice1 p ro Lewis: If I stayed. !'+; Lewis my sophomore chssme.tes would 
po<:sibly reser. t it • .;;ut l thin.l<: f:h.:;y ·Jfould e.ll "-g;ree 
th?t techr..ic:>l l y l am mo re involye.J ne re than they . 
'I'hBy vrould ·:nd~l·stend . -'1f 1 ste.yed :::t St . Charles 1 
•r.rould b e the cn).y j"..m~o r ne:;ct ~~e ~.r. :i'hi s ·,vould not 
isolt.te me as mes t or my closest friends sri) in the 
fut o, re s :mio!' c.lass. Also, in -:.ny senior y-sar I wo·uld 
:1.~ 'Te my social tie s a·· d c lAs S"'ls.te s a.t Le :ri s . 
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I~~it i~mpossible for me to remain st St . ~harles next year, 

then there is the possibility cf a leave of absence irybr der to stay 

at Le~·ris . 'l'h i s would mean my lea'Tin:s the sa:niPry community : I do 

not want this . 

1 belie'Te thP.t most of my classm~tes de~1end. up on the ot·•te 

·,;;rant . 1f the ssm~ry b ot- r d h~ s absoluts'l.y ruled cnlt ~: i.les 3amin~ry 
in t he a.rchiioce~~ , t.Hm it is only fai r to consi '.e r offarin<; us the 

c!loi c e of t he cn ly oth•;) r a cered:)_ ted c clle~~- sem~na rJ i n Illinois : 

·~uincey CoJ.lege . 

I h~ve trieJ to be honest en~ to the pcin~ . I s incere ly fa!l 

t h<:-t I hr-v.:l som.:l rL~ht s t>.P.'i profici ency ·> r..d responsibil i ty ir: tie -

teiT.ting: t h d qua li-ty of my ed'..lcq·~j on. I de- not con.si:ier lo.,:pet ion 

Pnd qve lity of schools of p rimary imnort~nc e . I eRn ~row as a m~n 

i '!"l Christ eny:t,rhere Pond my yo?,e will pro,ri ce me wi th s ome of' t he 

necessary nai:u re l ascetic format ion . I r~cor~ni ze the essenti~l 

nee~ in th-e prie st.'lco<i i s !'or holine ss . But I !l.lso r esen-t; having 

no hend in my O''ITI intel l~ctu ~. l o~ort~<ni ;:;ies . There i. s a serious 

snti - intellectu!:'li s.m in much of our cler~y - s omet hin'l: ·Nh ... cr. 'Ne c an-

not afford i n thi s s orh i stic ':' t ed suburb~n .i ie.cese . 71e must , if i t 

is i n ~cccrd 'lri t:. our ind~vidual nersonali ties , be ~llowed to "!":Ursue 

proper e1ucationel opening- up . 3ven thou~h I fe~l th?t my oersonal 

O.Q{HJ10 

i nterests in art , etc ., h.sve been stifled by the restrictions r·.::l ~ted 

to being a s eminari ~.n , ! h:?-ve never p'.;t ~hem b efore m;r v oc?tion . 

Someti;:nes~ ho·.,rever , it i s ~ ssent iAl not tc €' llow ethers to d.e .3 t r oy 

I • di" • ~ l l•t one s 1r. , nnua perso~e 1. y . Cont r Ary to _gopu l 9r oo •r>.ioo , it i s 

rossible to i ~te~r~~craet1vity ~nd the pr~esthood . ~y s pi r itual 

·iirector end l h~'r e s -:;> ok -:?-r. at ~n~et le!1sth concerning this . 'i'his 

letter i s an asser:t~on s eeki n?, t o prese!'"'re my intelli ~tmce ~nd. J-ed-

;s"!ve!1 r; re~tivity . lf J. 9_71 not 2lloweC. to de'!l~lop ·both 1 "Ni!.l be less 

a m2n • G-t~c -:3 bui lds or. ... N ~.ture . 
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Dear 

.June 7, 19.68 

I am happy to tell you I lifte th the [obationary status and 
grounding of your son before the a of the ool year.. He accepted 
penalty with good grace, and, I t · t pro red from it in every way. 
assured of my continuing prayers for 1 6ci for all of your family. 

Wich cordial best wi 

BLK:jr 

in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Ka.ffer 
Rector 

the 
this 

Be 
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Very Rev. Lucan Preppert, OFM 
Rector, · 
·our Lady of Atigels Seminary 
1901 N. 18th Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301 

Dear Father Lucan: 

000078 

April 1, 1969 

"1ihank you for the mid-term reports for our Joliet seminarians. Do I 
interpret t b e- 11·0" ·itf a ChoruS fo·r Bill Virtue as meaning unsatisfactory? 

c.· If so, we would appreciate knowing why he is not doing satisfactory work in 
Chorus. 

With cordial personal regards, I remain, 

RLK:jr 

Sincerely, in .Chriat, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
:Rector 
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OUR LADY OF ANGELS 
1901 NORTH 18th STREET 

Fr. Roger ·L. Ka~~er 
Rector 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
tockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Father Kaffer: 

FRA_NCISCAN 5~1~~~ .. 
QUINCY, ILLINOIS 62301 

April 3, 1969 

.· 

76 

000079 

.--········· .. J-ust ·a--short note to explain the "u" (Unsatisfactory) on 
1 _,.,._. Bill Virt~~ grade report. 
"------------··--··~::----- ,.-

A "U" is given ~or excessive absences (2 or more per quar-
ter). Chorus is what we used to call Choir Practice. And the 
same problems exist today that we used to have - getting people 
to come. 

It's not much of a sanction, but at least a U appears on ~ 
the grade report. 

FLF /lg 

Sincerely yours, 

Fr. Lucan Freppert, O.F.M. 
Rector 
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August 12, 1969 
Fr . Kaf'fer, 

Tbankyou for your invitation to ~pend an evening 
with tbe bishop and 8eminarians. I will be presant . 
I think the diner an d Mass are an excellent opportunity 
~r co~~unication and simply getting to know eachotber. 

Fr . Pu~ateri say3 Sunday ma33 a t OUvPari3h and I 
therefore bave the opportuni t y to see and talk with him 
\veekly . I hope your summer has be en ,~njoyable and pro­
fi table. Mine ha~ been more educational than pleasurable. 
I took an 8 credit hour summer course to finish my .French 
reqetrement and I worked full time in an Emergency Room. 
Bo th experiences were worth the effort. 

I am looking forward to retuDming to Quincy, wh ich 
has proved to be a most Bewarding s chool . Ther~ phil. 
deptartment far exceeded my expectations and thair fine 
art~ dept s . are al30 accdptable . MJ year thera was vary 
good in almost all aspect3. I acted in two p lays, worked 
on an Art dept. 11 Happening~ represent ed the s eminary on 
the college student senate , and took some intdre sting 
courses. Th~ , prof'e.!sors are very fr~endly and encouraging . 
N~xt semester my academic ~chedule i 3 ~Pojacted as follows : 
Med i eval Phil., · Cont~mp. Phil . , Greek, Theo ., Ceramics,and 
Creat ive ~Triting . I am taking the Greek with requirom~nt~ 
for St . Meinrad's fheologate in mind . 

Looking forward to ~eeing you Friday, August 22, 

-------..... .. ,-.--- ' 

(

-s-(n cere l;y , ' 

~iJI/11' 
---.../ 

~ -·---
---
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Er . Ryan, 

January 25, 1970 

Thankyou for your letter concerning the possibi l ity of 
enrollment ~t De Andreis Seminery. Does the ~lre~dy mn~ll 
enroliment of this seminary indic~te th~t it too might fol­
low the trend towards merger with the growing Theological 
centers, e.g • • St . Meinrad or Catholic Theologicsl Uni on? 
If there is the possibility that it should close and merge, 
i t would be unfortunate to have initi~ted a program there. 
Personnaly , I mut·~:think twice before committing m}n~approval 
to this risk. Also , no matter how qualified the f~culpy at 
De Andreis is, their small number and the correspondingly 
small size of the student body ( 38 ace. to CARA report)is 
not .f9.vorable to a stimulpti ng and diversified educ~tj.on . 

In concl usion, if De·. Andreis were offered as ~ poS"Sible 
Theologate for my own studies, I would decline. The pr i mary 
f unction of my education is academic; the secondary aim is 
apostolic. Although De Andreis would make it possible to 
do a.posto·lic work in our Diocese , it would not satisfy my 
educational aspira.ti ons. I heve mswered yofn; letter in 
terms of my personal needs because they are the most valid 
basis for my opinion. other seminer¥~ns have other needs 
and telents. 

Thankyou for asking my opinion, 

Uvl/;~~ j) tl~ 
William Virtue 

JAN 2 9 1970 
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Feb. 10, 1970 

Fr. Ryan, 

Continued ref lection on the possibility of studing 
Theology ~t De P~dreis h~s l ed me to conclude f~vorably. 
If it we re offered ~s anpoption, I would probably prefer 
th~t our bishop send me there . From my present point of 
view and the av~ilsble infor.mation~ its advantages out­
weigh any dis9dventeges . I re~lize that I ~ changing 
the opinion of De Andreis which I express ed in my lnst 
letter to you (Jan. 25). However, I think that I should 
tell you how I feel. 

Th~~ou for your patience, 

'«ill t!Uive._ 
Will Virtue 
Our Lady of ~gels 
Quincy , Ill. 

82 

000085 
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Kind of a switch -isn't i t? 

DLR 

Feb . 10, 1970 

Fr. Ryan, 

Continued re i'L:: +:• on on the possibility of' studing 
Theolo ~y a.t De A:ndr , · fl.:l s led me to conclude favora.bly. 
If it vror·e .offered :· .. ;: option, I would. probe.bly prsfer 
th~.t our bisho:t; s-e:1- : . there . From my pro sent point of 
view ~nd the :rv~il !O:.)' ~. nformation, its advantages out­
weigh 9ny diso:>dY:-:n :; - I realize tha.t I a.a. changing 
the opinion of De ~\.-~ . J s vthich I expressed in my last 
lette-r- to vou ( J ... ;l . .. . However , I think th~t I should 
tell you ho~·r I fe~J . 

Th~nl<:Y,ou for your patience, 
{AA~- tlt;k 

. ~ : 
Wi 11 v u.t.u.e_:::;>' J 
burL"Fdy--u-f'lffi'fe 1 s 
quincy , Ill . 

L 

I 

• .· 

-:. 
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190l' )1. 18th· .St~ .. . 
QU1ney. D;J.inois 

~ar BUll 

TELEPH ONE 615 - 6 36-8100 

LOCKPORT. I LLINOIS 60441 

March ll, 1970 

000087 

Bishop Blanchette has received enthusiastic recommendations from both the 
Seminar,y Board and the Fourth Year Collegians that De Andreis Seminary be made 
available to our seminarians. The mefabers of the Seminary- Board, noting the 
enthusiasm of the seminarians who would be most directly involved as being in the 
first group to attend, recommends that we try DeAndreis and further, since th~re 
are so few in next year's First Theology Class for the ntocese, urges that all 
should go there., a recommendation w:ith which the Bishop concurs. The Vincentians, 
of course, are known for their tradition of preparing young men for the _priesthood • . 

In view of .. the. above, Bishop Blanchette has asked 1119 to advise you .that ·.he 
assigns you. .. t~ De Andreis Seminary to pursue your theologica~ studies. · We explicitly· asked 
about pos~Qlipf~~loJJing, BUJ., am Father· Geydes -foresees no lueb probabil.i.tJ'. · c· . I am -~:;~ a copy of this letter to Father Francis ~os, C.M., .Rector, 
and am oonfide~t y~will be receiving from him soon all necessar.y information and 
forms regard~g application (which must be made before June 15). I shall send 
directly to Father Gaydos fr0l11 our files copies of the required baptismal, confirma­
tion aid parents' marriage certificates, am also the required letter of assignment 
by the Diocese in the name of the Bishop. 

Finally, I apologi~e for the mimeo format of the bulk of this letter, ~t it 
makes possible earlier mailing and earlier notification; which I'm sure you prefer. 

With a p~ea and a promise of consinued mutual pr~ers, I remain 

RLK 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Father Roger L. Kaffer 
Rector 

cc Very Rev. Francis Gaydos, C.M. 
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MEHO 

May 21. 1970 

William Virtue, Seminarian 

85 

oooosa 

On May 20, Bill came to tell me he really thinks he prefers to go to 
Denver but sent his second letter out of a sense of obligation. He wants to 
make known how he really feels so I recommended that he send the letter he 
had drafted, suggesting he might simply add his willingness to accept the 
final decision that is made. I am sure he will so accept. 

Bill impressed me with his complete sincerity and openness. He really 
prefers to go to St. Thomas in Denver. I conclude. 

RLK 
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May 28, 19~0 

Dear Fr. Kaffer : 

Enclosed is my letter for the Bishop and the 
Seminary Board concerning assignment for theology . 
Thankyou for your advice in this matter . I hope 
your work at Pr0vidence High School will be suc­
ces.sful1. 

Sincerely, 

~Iilliam Virtue 
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Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Ill. 20435 

Your Excellency: 

I had always planned on requesting St. Thomas 
School 0f Theology in Denver for my four years of 
theology. I prefer that you send me to St. Thomas 
should you choose to change my assignment. However, 
recognizing the value of establishing relations with 
a local school of theology, I accept my present as­
signment to De Andreis Sch0ol of Theology in Lemont. 
I will d0 my best at De Andreis, believing that this 
project is a significant step in the development of 
a diocesan prognam of priestly formation. 

Your seminarian, 

U/;Jt;~f)IJ;;w~ 
William D. Virtue 
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Most Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
I 

U25 Summit Street 
joliet, Ill . 20435 

Your Excellency: 

I bad al-vrays planned on requesting S~- . Thomas 
School of Theology in Denver for my four years of 
tbeology . I prefer th at you send me to St . Thomas 
should yotl choose to change my assignment . fiov1ever , 
recognizing the value of es tablishing relations with 
a local school of theology , I accept rrry present as ­
signment to De Andreis School of Theol~gy in Lemont . 
I -vdll do ;:my best at De Andr·eis, believing that this 
project ts a significant step in the development of 
a diocesan pr':)gi•am of priestly forma.U.on . 

Your serninax?J.:n , 

(41/kr1111 fJ.vvirf~-
william D. Virtu~ ~ 
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r-iost Reverend Romeo Blanchett's 
425 Surornit Street 
Joliet , Ill . 20435 

Your ExcE?ll ency : 

000092 

I bad allrmys planned on requesting St . Thomas 
School of Theology in Denver for my .four years of 
theology . I prefer that you send me to ' St . Thomas 
should you choose to change my as a ignment . Hm11ever, 
recogni"z ing tbe value of establishing relations w1 tb 
a local school of theology, I accept my present as ­
signment to De Andreis School of Theology in Lemont , 
I will do ~y best at De Andreis, believing that tbis 
project i.s a significant step· in the devel opment of 
a diocesan pr9gram of prlest ly formation . 

Your seminar.iJ.:n, 

/lt{;/ltfl'ft1 f) IJ ;tdvl~ 
V.f5.lliam D. Virtue 

- ---------- --·-
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Dea~ BU.l: 

June 23, 1970 

!O"J.r request for reconsideration of scboal.s of theolOQ' 
vas pres~ted to the semina17 board at its meeting last week. 
AU tbings oonaidered. it i,s stlll the reoamnendatio.n of the 
Tast Mjor.ity or the selllimri'Y board m•ltra that you pursue 
your theological studies lli. th most of your classmates at De 
Andreis Sohool of TJJeology .' Consequently • please continue 
your _registration there, sinoe Bishop Blanchette oonc_urs. 

c. W:isltlng God•s blessings on you and your fam:ll71 and 
vi th cordial personal regards, I remain 

·rlk 

I 

' 

Sincerely yrura in Christ_. 

Father Roger L. Kaf:t'er 
Seoretar;y, Seminaey Board 

000094 

/ 
' 
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Dear Bishop Blanchette: 

I bad some sleepless nights the past week or so oomposing a long, 
strong letter to you, which I finally decided not to send; you 
wouldn1 t bave liked it. 

Neither do 11\V family and I like \'That yru did to us. I was flabber­
gasted to learn from other priests Deacon Night at the semi.nar3' 
that you had clipped r.q nephew from minor orders. Everybody seemed 
to know it but me. M;v nephew apparent:cy took i.t gracefully, but downdeep 
he was hurt and so embarrassed that he didn1 t 100ntion it to me or his 
mother and father. (In :fact, he begged me not to challenge you on 
the matter, but I told hilll I had to especially since it1 s out in the 
open and has created gossip). 

I feel as a priest of the diocese I should have been consulted 
beforehand (and his parents should have been talked to first, too). 
Af'terall, we have a stake in the matter. I hope you're not trying to 
get back at me this way, bishop, as some of the clerical gossip 
hints at. 

His mother, my sister, she naturalq 
lives .through her children, apple of 
her eye; she is deeply hurt by this . His father is a convert to the 
Church on h:is own trom abou.t the age of 17, a devout Catholic, dai:cy­
communicant, and is down-right mad at yao. for your cold--blooded approach. 

Every individual, board, or group has to be accountable up and 
dawn the line. 

I worked hard for years to promote vocations in the diocese; God 
w:Uling some of the seed will bear fruit (See the attached letter I 
received from one of our new:cy"-ordained Deacons). But now I wonder 
If I could lift a finger f or that purpose. It seems useless, if 
the authorities are going to squash all the vocations we get. You and 
your littl.a seminary-board make all. t he decisions, but all the priests 
and people of the diocese have a stake in the training and selection 
of :future priests. W'e 1re just supposed to fill the seminary and raise 
quotas to keep it going, that's all. 

I don't think outsiders should run our diocese. They could care less, 
but I and "'!''Y nephew am his fam:i.ly eare a lot. The Vincentians are 
on:cyr interested in their little nvincentian Fami:cyn·; they're looking 
for 'Ri~-wasqy yes-men to suit t heir mode o:r life. We need leaders. 
Bill is a per.fect:cy- normal young man, well-adjusted, frierxily, imaginative, 
intellectually alert, generous, thought.ful, relates well to people (I've 
talked to m.aJ\V' he vorked with at Elmhurst hospi.tal) • He likes to 
get into discussions, challenges teachers, no doubt, etc., but we can 
hardly hold that against him; in fact, he shows leadersbip potential~ 
as far as I am concerned. Perhaps one of the reasons we 1 re running J.nto a 
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shortage of vocations is because we're looking fer the wrong ma.terialJ 
Christ chose more huma~ more dynamic types, ones not afraid to rook 
the boat once in ~while, such as: Paul, Thomas Didymus1 Judas, The 
Sons of Thunder, and Peter (See the attached sermon 111a.terial that 
brings ~ point out foreeful~). 

I think Bill was jl:lSt a:s eligible as his classmates (maybe more 
so than some of them) to receive orders. He survives semina.ry 
confinEment and pettiness all this t.ime1 with enthusiasm am 
unwavering, and just as he enters the las.t lap as i t were, you 
throw a wet towel on h:iln; meanwhile 99% of the young men who began 
with him have left the · seminary. One o:f his classmates who was 
given orders just came into the diocese; how vell do we know him? 
Another o~ came back after a year 1 s absence because he wasn't sure 
of himsel.t. I simp~ don't underst a.M. I certai~ don•t th:ink 
that's a way to promote vocations. The Vinoent:ian rector tells him 
just before Easter that t hey- have gotten to know him a lot bette.r 
meanwhile and tiOUld have given him a dif'.fe.rent recommeooation; well, 
ar:wtime is a · good time to correct a mistake, right a wrong. I don't 
~oW how they could make a judgment on a yeljng man after a couple 
short months; and even a murderer in civil. law has the right to a 
lawy-er to plead his case; judicial procedures in the church are 
pretty arbitrary, it seems to me, and not just .. 

Our f'ami~ is deep~ hurt by' the whole incident and especia.I.:cy­
the way it was hmidled. You have a lot to learn in relati.Dg to 

* people yourself, bishop, and I admit, I do too. 

Bill Virtue's Uncle, 

.ltf~ 
* I met a man just the other day- who talked to me about _..... 
diMer; I told him I bought a ticket but gave it to dese~. 
In the course o£ the conversation, without any prompting on nv 
part, he said:. "Bishop Blanchette is sure a cold fish.• 
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511 EAST 127th STREET • LI:MONT. ILLINOIS 60439 

Rev. Daniel Ryan 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Jol iet, Illinois 

Dear Father Ryan, 

Students: 312-257-6630 & 257-6470 

Yay 11, 1971 

Enclosed is a letter for our Bishop in which I requested 
$250 dollars for a summer course at St. Joseph's College with 
Father Lynch, DrJ counselor and teacher. As I mentioned to 
you before, Father Lynch has helped me a. grea.t deal through 
spiritual direction and it was he who advised me to continue 
with him, dismissing, in his opinion, the need for psychiatric 
counsel. I think that I will profit a greP.t deal by studing 
Hebrew under him and by continuing under his direction. 

I 
I hope you are doing fine in every way. 

Sincerely, 

P;,J/ t!Wf~ 
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511 EAST 127th STREET • lEMONT, I lliNOIS 80439 

St1.1dents: 312-257-6630 & 257-8470 

May 11, 1971 

Most Reverend Romeo Bl anchette 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet~ I l linois 

Dear Bishop, 

My first year of Theolo~f has been quite an experience : 
Not being recommended for Orders was a di ffioult thing to take 
but I did learn a lot about myself from the setback . I also 
learned something about the priests of our diocese, for many 
of them whom. I know, when they did not see me taking Orders, 
came up to me and talked at lenghh about my situation. I was 
deeply moved by thei r concern and active interest . 

One of the persons who helped me understand my need for 
growth is my spiritual director, Father William E. Lynch CM •• 
Because Fr . Lynch has just been t r ansfered to Kenrick Seminary 
in St . Louis, I will not be able to conti nue under his counsel 
next year. However, I can continue wi th him this summer: it 
is important to me because Fr. Lynch is not only a.n excellent 
psychologist but also a man of prayer who can help others grow 
in Christ. 

During my fi r st year of Theology I have become convinced 
of the vital impor tance of Scripture and have developed a 
speoi&lldesire to deepen my understanding of the Spiritual 
reali~ of the Word of God. I want to do more than per fect 
a nethod of technical or exegetical analysis . F'r . Lynch has 
taught us this year our introductory courses in Old Testament , 
The Minor Prophets, and The Mystical Body. He has inspired me 
to a truly spiritual understanding of scripture and that is 
why I have planned to study Hebrew and Scripture under his 
tutelage this summer at St . Joseph ' s College , in Indiana. I 
will, as I mentioned above, also continue reoieving spiritual 
direction from Father. Father Gaydos, our rector, has approved 
of tr.is program - some students from De .Andreis study with 
Fr. Lynch every summer - and the courses I t ake will go on my 
transc~pt at De Andreis . 

Conce rning finance, Fr . Lynch dismi~sed all tuition fee 
for the summer but I must pa~ St . Joseph's College r oom and board 
for the six week session. The cost for room and board is $250. 00 . 
Because I wi l l be studing and not making money this summer, c ould 
the Diocese grant or lend me that ·~ 250 dollars? I spoke with 
Fr . Holup, who suggested that I turn to you for financial he l p. 

May 
all 

Thankyou for your attention, and for your prayers end Ma.sses. 
Gqd continue to gr ant you Wisdom and Holines~s you shepherd 
of us . I j l!J 1.- ,/. 

Sincerely, VVif~/~ PV!?lt 
William Virtue 



Released April 2014

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 99 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 000104 

( · 

Mr. Wil.Lam Virtue 
De .Andreis Seminary 
Sll Eas~: !27i:h s~reer 
Lemont, Illi.D.-)is 60439 

Dear BHl: 

lo.-!ay 13, 1971 

Bishop Blan(:hette has asked me to respond t; yvur kind letter of l'vfay 11. 
The Bish·;? ;;l.v·.;s you permission t .; take the c :urses which you mentioned 
at St. Jos;:;pt1's C·::~ll.ege, Muncie, Indiana. Althvugh rhe diocese has not 
been a.cc ·1stom.ed to pay the summer e.~penses of its students, I am suxe 
that we can. pro·..- ide a loan t.; be paid atter priestly ordination. I assurne 
that you vJiH s~nd me the bill for room and b ,::a.rd . or have it sent t 0 me, 
as you preZ~ r . 

Loo:cing fol\Vard t~ seeing you and wishing you the best always, I am 

DLR:jam 

Sincerely yours in Ch:z:ist. 

The Re'rerend Daniel L. Ryan 
ChanceUor 
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M~Y 21 '71 .--· ~ 

511 EAST T27th STREET • LEMONT, ILLINOIS 60439 

Father Daniel Ryan 
Diocese of Jo1i et 
Chancery Office 

Dear Father Ryan, 

Students: 312·257·6630 & 257·6470 

May 19, 1971 

Please convey my genuine gratitude to the Bishop for 
his pemmission in the matter or my summer schooling. I 
Will send the bill for room and board to you and keep a 
record of the amount of the loan. 

Our school year is about ove-r. The final event is 
Ordination. The Deacons are in a confusing and excited 
state. The rest of the students are finishing exruns, 
writing papers (that 1 s me) and preparing the building for 
ordination day. 

Next week sometime, when I'll be home, I will contact 
you and we can visit. 

again, 



Released April 2014

C .. 

FR VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 101 

000108 

511 EAST 127th STREET • LEMONT, IlliNOIS 60439 

Reverend Romeo Blanchette 
Bishop, Diocese o£ Joliet 

Dear Bishop, 

Students: 312-257-6630 & 257-6470 

Yay 19~ 1971 

Thankyou for allowing me to study scripture this summer 
and for your financial assistance. Fr. Daniel Ryan ha.s in­
formed me o£ your permission and has made arrangements £or a 
loan. 

I hope to visit with you sometime but so far I have not 
been able to make an appointment with you becaus,'} of trans­
portation problems. But I will write for an appointment in 
the future. 

Our school year is just about over and the deacons here 
will be ordained next weekend. The whole school is swarming 
with workers preparing the building for ordination day. I run 
working in the library today~ tommorrow I will be out on the 
yard crew·. The week is passing quickly. 

It has been a rough year for me and I have not had an 
easy time adjusting to Theology and to life in a close-knit 
community. But I have had the opportunity to grow and learn. 
I hope next year will be as profitable, though not as uneasy. 
The students here seem to me to be a. healthy group of guys and 
I want to integre.te with them in studies • play and prayer. I 
am, however, a stubborn individualist and sort of slow at 
meeting and joining others. I'll just keep ~rying. 

Take care of yourself, 

William Virtue 
1st Theology 
De Andreis Seminary 
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Mr. William Virtue 
608 South Rt:i:nqeton 
Villa Park, Ulinois 60181 

Dear William, 

000107 

June 7, 1971 

• 

I was pleased to receive your letter of May 19, 1971, 
and since you indicated that you would_ be _visiting me, I do hope 
that some time during the summer you will have an opportunity to 
make an appointment. 

I appreciate very much your letter and also all the 
efforts that you have made at the Seminary. I am pleased that 
you like the seminary and the seminarians with whom you are 
associated. 

With the assurance of prayers, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/sma 
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November 3~ 1971 · 

Dear 

Thank you for your kind letter of October 22, which baa been brought to my 
al1:entlon upon my return to the office today. 

I caJ;lllot glve an iii1mediate reply to your lett~;, but I want to assure you that 
Yle shall ~tudy tile: ~(ter and hope to have a reply for you very shortly. lp. 
the event that we we~.e able to extend our Blu~ C~9ss ~ Blue Shield coverage 
as. an option-to . o~. ~emi~rlan~, J would $en want to ~~nd out a circu~x: ~etter 
to all of the semin~~- In that age category. 

_t\ssurlng you of my appreciation !or your interest and with best personal wishes, 
I am 

DLR:jam 

· Si.J;lee~ely yours In Cb.rlst. 

The RE!ver~nd Dante l L. Ryan 
Chancellor 
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Diocese of Joliet, 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Ryan: 

October 22, 1971 

ellor 

MY son Bill Virtue is a major seminarian 
in your program at De Andreis Seminary. This 
week he became 23 years of age and is no longer 
under my Bl ue Cross-Blue Shield plan due the age 
limitation for dependents. I have asked him several 
times to check with his diocese to see if he can 
come under s ome group plan when he can no longer 
be in mine, however. he has never found out. For 
these young men who cannot work outside as much as 
the regular college student, this is quite an 
expense to carry on directly between the insurance 
company and an individual. 

Would please let me know if there is any 
such coverage available for your seminarians 
through any grou~ plan in this diocese? 

Thank you. 

104 

I 
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Mr. William Virtue 
DeAndreis Seminary 
511 East !27th Streets 
Lemont, Illinois 60439 

Dear Bill: 

000110 

November 23, 1971 

I discussed your kind letter of November 17, witn Bishop Blanchette, after 
his return from Wasblngton . There are a number of lmpllcatlons here, 
both with regard to the course and the financial arrangements, which really 
s hould be discussed before any··green llght'' could be given. I shall try 
my level best to get out to DeA.ndreis to discuss these things with you, 
Father Gaydos, and any other persons whom I might want to see about it. 
sometime during the week after Thanksgl ving, but I just cannot possibly 
do that before then. I trust that you will be patient with me until I can 
get out to the Seminary. 

Have a wonderful holiday, and l will hope to see you in the week following. 

With best wishes, I am 

DLR:jam 

Sincerely yours ln Christ, 

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancellor 

· . .. 
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December 7, 197 1 

n~o .. r Dill: 

Bis:l . ·. :.~ L.:. :\·: . r .. :·:(c t3 ~lcas.;:.j ct:.~ :. ~ ;1 .. : a.1' .,; ·.·nY·J ll:~J fv.r (.H: i.\.·i~L3t.. .:x· s 

f>.c~:J .-~- .. :- .. 1. d. ~ __ ._}_ P<.t.:l. I' is t) ~:r ;. r:..·-l<·rS !.::l .;,1.:tlr:t~ L;1,1t .v::}·J a 11,1 ) :.J tU .. -

~ -..)1V·:r .·r ..... . ,.:;it t ~.~.:;~p ~::fJ ~') ~)SCe"i .J::~ ;n) ·..il~ p.t:: .. ,....>ress ut _;.)e 

t!1 .. ~ t ; ... .:1-.. i. ': .. ~. .:ae co.Jr.se~ y : ;_~ l_~;~r:.·..i CJ ra~~e. 

DLR:jam 

cc: ·very Heverend Prank Gaydos 

The H.:.::v.;;renJ U.::.ni:.-1 .L . i._yan 
Chancellvr 

/ 
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511 EAST 127th STREET • LEMONT, ILLINOIS 60439 

Students: 312·257·6630 & 257·6470 

November 17 , 1971 

Dear J:i'r. ltyan, 

I plan to enter the M.A. in ·fheology program at De Paul . This 
program allows students at DeAndreis to recieve an academic (state 
recognized) degree . There are several ~equired courses which we must 
take at De Paul . I have decided to begin this winter by taking a 
course in "some philosopher pertinent to religious thought. 11 The 
course is "The Philosophy of Martin Heidegger (part I)!' It is taught 
by Dr. Bernard Boelen, a vtell known existentialist writer who is on 
the faculty at DePaul. I have had some contact with Dr. Boelen, having 
arranged for him to lecture at Lewis College when I attended it, and 
having met him at various ada.demic seminars. I know he is a good teacher 
and spe~~s from a Christian perspective . Fr. Nick Persich, C.M. , our 
academic dean, ~dYised me before I registered and he recommends this course. 

What remains? Consent from my superior (the bishop, yourself or the 
seminary board) ~which,at the moment, I am assuming. Also, financial help . 
I carffiot pay for the course and must request from the diocese a loqn to 
cover this and the further courses I will take at De Paul. The arrangement 
would be to have De Paul send the bill to the Diocesa.n Chancery. I will 
continue to notify you of' courses th?t I plan to tFJke, assuming permission 
unless I am told to the contrary . 

l hope everything is clear. 

'I'hankyou very much for your time and attention, 

11/td~~ 
..___~;;;:;-:;-:;--:-:--=-=::::-::----.:...-___ .. 

William Virtue 
DeAndreis Seminary 
Lemont, Ill. 60439 

Encl.: I have typed out for you the requirements for this M~A. progr~m 
which are listed in the De PRul University Bulletin, Graduate School,'7l-7 
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De Paul M. A • . in Theology (for DeAndreis students) 

Requirements: 

1. 48 quarter hours of graduate study ( 8 of which may be a.pplied to thesis ) . 

a . Including: Scripture , doctrinal history or systematic theology and 
r eligious ethies . 

b . I~ the allied field the student must t ake two of the following 
courses : Soctolo~J 302 (Cultur~l Anth ropology) , Philosophy 365 
(PhilO$OthY of Religion), or Theology 343 (Social Dimension of 
Religion) . He must also choose a seminar in the philosophy dept . 
on some philosopher pertinent to religious thought. 

c . 'l'hesis . 

2. One foreign l~.:tnguege (reading knowledge examinRtion must be taken.},. 

3. A two part written compreh~sive examination i n t he field o~ biblical 
studies, doctrinel history, systematic t heology and religious ethics, 
each part taken for three · hours . 

4 . A one hour oral examination constituting a 11defense of the the sis . " 

Note: these requirements are net the same as the curriculum at DeAndreis -
'llhich is more demanding. 
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511 EAST 127tll STREET • LEMONT, ILLINOIS 60439 

Rev. DBniel L. Ryan 
Diocese of Joliet 
Cha~cery Office 

Des.r Fr. Ryan: 

Students: 312-257-6630 & 267-6470 

Feb. 17, 1972 

In response to your request that th~ ~~liet students at 
DeAndreis inf'orm you of' the courses we are taking at De Paul, 
I e.nclose the following: 

} [ 

Theo. 402 , ~ 
registered for Deuteronornic in the Spring Quarter. 

·rheology 

Fr . John McKenzie will teach the course . Here is a description 
from the De P9.Ul catalogue: 

"The origins and emphasis of the neute ronornic theolog,y 
e.s reflected in the iJeuteronomic history and editing 
of other Old Testt>...ment material." 

I hope thi s inform.ation is suffici ent. 
Sincerely, . 

UiUitU1tD U:&v.-
William Virtue 
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seen and An ~proved at JoZiet I.,., . . · ~ vv~no~s 
( 
' on the- - 12 0 .t:' ""' -~ .J.. vne month of March 

1973. -----~· _..., 
- .r .. -.· .. -/· 

f f .~~--, ·-·. .;-- . ' , .:., ; . t c / --;·/-· ·-
Bishor.) of Jolie~ ~ ....... -..: - t~ 
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To: :·:r. fii z:licln~·ue 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Lhancor'l 0/fi·cq 
425 SUMMIY STRE:I!:T 

JOt.IET, ILLINOIS G0435 

By virtue of this Dimissorial Letter, I grant you tbe permission to 
be promoted to the candidacy, or ministry, or order indicated above, 
for service to this Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois, by the Most Reverend 
Rr::~ii}:or-vi ,r. ~·on,;:.3.:l ~ '.1'·~ /;;/.. lar 3is:<op of V:1na:r>·iona and .-:1-1~.:1: Zi-:t:!-'J of J o l'iet .• 
or by any other Bishop in union with the Apostolic See. 

I have granted you this permission after assurance that all of there­
quirements of the Code of Canon Law, the Instruction of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Sacraments, o£ December 27, 1930, and the 
Apostolic Letters of Pope Paul VI, of August 15, 1972, have been 
fulfilled; that you have not contracted any impediment, irregularity, 
or censure; that your moral character will enable you to fulfill all 
the obligations of your promotion; and that you have freely expressed 
your desire and intention for this promotion. 

After the ceremony, notification should be sent to the Joliet Chancery 
as soon as possible. 

Given at Joliet, Illinois 
from the Chancery 

Concordat cum originru.i 

/s/ Romeo Blanchette 

Bishop of Joliet 

000122 
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.. 
Sequentes cand1dat1 ad Sacrum Ord1nem D1aconatus 

juxta normam Can. 996 exarnen praevium circa materiam ordinis 

c=· rite subierunt coram me infrascripto examinatore et periculum 

satis fecerunt. 

JJ_ 11~ /77-3 Die~ _________ Mensis ________ ~~~--------~Anno ________________ ~ 



Released April 2014

I 
\ 

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO~ L114 
W WI. 1/,tl•!Af 

'UJ'O!rc~J'fHt~a %fji E R 5 

TMJA 

n 

Rev . Daniel Ryan 
Chancellor 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Ill ino is 60435 

Dear Father P~an , 

000124 

511 EAST 127th STREET • LEM ONT. ILLINOIS 604 39 

Students: 312·257-6630 & 257-6470 

November 17th 

Enclosed ar e Bill Virtue's r equests for the Ministries 
of Lector and Acol yte . The faculty had a discuss ion about 
these requests and they gave unanimous approval. we all 
f eel that Bill has come a long vray and matured consider­
ably s ince his first year here at De Andreis . Remarks 
about him were all favorable. 

Bill would like to receive these ministries whenever it 
will be convenient for you. His hope is that he will be 
able to catch up 'ivi t h his class so that he Will be able 
to receive the Diacona te i·Ti th them this spri ng . 

One technical point, if he receives either or bo th of 
these ministries ·before January l st, he should be first 
admit t ed to the Clerical State. After Januar y 1 s t, this 
ceremony will be included in the rite of Diaconate. 

Therefore , I will leave the schedule of times and proced­
ures in your hands. If Bill receives the Bishop ' s 
approval fo r these ministries, pl ease inform me of the 
dates you have decided upon . 

If I can be of any further help , don't hesitate to write 
or call . 

In Christ, 

W.wrC&!vuJv/c§fr. 
Robert R. Rohrich, C. M. 
Directo r of Students 
De Andre i s Seminary 

P.S . Please r eturn these l etters so tha t I can pl a c e them 
in Bill' s file. 
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Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Providence High School 
1800 W. Lincoln Highway 
New Lenox, Illinois 60451 

Dear Rog: 

April 24. 1974 

After our phone conversation of today, I discussed 
with Bishop Blanchette your kind letter of April 22nd, 
regarding the remuneration of Bill Virtue. The Bishop 
believes that Bill should be considered on educational 
leave for the purposes of his proposed study this summer. 
In dtis instance, the provisions which the Bishop has 
authorized, as indicated on page 96, October 1973, J.O.B. 1 

would prevail. Since your agency (Providenc;e High· School) 
has initiated the request for his educational leave, your 
agency will be responsible for full tuition, etc . , accord­
ing to the provisions of that outl ine . I am sure that 
St. Anthony• s wi 11 provide his room and board. Please 
let me hear from you in this regard. 

With best wishes, I am, 

OLR:ss 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancellor 

000125 
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PROVIDENCE HIGH SCHOOL 
tSOO W. L INCOLN HIGHWAY, NE:W LENOX, ILLINOIS 60451 

TELEPHONE AREA COOE 615 
485.2.13 6 485- 2 I 37 

Apri J 22, 1974 

Father Daniel Ryan 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Dan : 

000128 
ACCREDITED BY THE 

ILLINOIS SlATE DE?ARTMENT 
OF l"UBL.IC INSTRUCTION 

Would you and get your heads together and let me 
know what we should be payi ng Bill Virtue? It is my understanding that he 
wou ld be living at St. An thonys, and teaching fuJ I time here at Providence. 
He will not be yet actually ordained deacon; but I presume the same 
arrangements as other deacons would prevail. Of course, he would not have 
Mass stipends, but then he wouldn 1t if he were a deacon e ithe r . 

I would like to draw up t he contract, on the basis of t~relve 
mon t hs , I presume. However, if someone else wi ll pick up the summer months, 
I wil J be not at all opposed! But Bill wil l have no income t his summer, 
and will need it. l have asked him to go to summer school and get some 
education courses. 

With si ncere thanks and cordi al best wishes, I remain, 

you~rs, 

t. 
. ffer 

RLK:mav 
cc: Father James Frederick 
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.Mr. William Virtue 
DeAndreis Seminary 
i27th Street 
~mont, Illinois 60439 

pear Bill; 

April 24. 1974 

I think it is about time for you to have a little 
conversation with the B~shop reg~ding your plans for 
tftis summer and beyQnd. If you will be good enough to 
call me. I will be happy to arrange an appointment at 
your convenience and that of the Bishop. As a matter 
of fact, I would be delighted to see you when you come 
to the Chancery. 

Hoping to hear from you and with k-indest regards. 
I am, 

DLR:ss 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancellor 

00·0127 
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Reverend Mr. William Virtue 
DeAndreis Seminary 
Sll East 127th Street 
Lemont, Illinois 60439 

Dear f.fr. Virtue : 

May 29, 1974 

Effective June 20 , 1974, I hereby name you to assist 
at St. Anthony Church, Joliet • Illinois, and to teach at 
Providence High School, New Lenox, Illinois. You will 
kindly report for duty on that day. 

Wishing you God's blessings in your new assignment, 
I remain, 

Cordially yours in Christ,> 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB :ss 

0001·33 

( 

·' ! 
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1800 W. L INCOLN HIGHWAY, NEW LENOX, ILLINOIS 60451 

TELEPHONE AREA CODE 815 
4 85·2 138 4 65· 2 137 

June 24, 1974 

Father Dan Ryan 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinoi s 60435 

Dear Father Ryan : 

ACCREO~TEO BY THE 
I LLINOIS STAfE D•EPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

It is my understanding that Bill Virtue is to receive the same 
remuneration as a religious on the faculty, and that it would be $3,900 for the 
year. However, since Bill will need some money this summer, I will be happy 
to prorate that over twelve months instead of the usual ten, beginning July 1st. 
We will, likewise, be responsible for hfs tuition for the two courses at Joliet 
Junior College, taken at my request. It is my understanding that St. Anthony's 
w-i.Jl p royi de hIs room and board. 

I will implement these things with Father Frederick, and shall see 
to it that his first paycheck from Providence is included In the July 1st 
payroll. 

Trust ing this is acceptable to all parties concerned, and asking 
to be advised if ft Is not, I remain, 

Sincere y our~ 

L. Kaffer 

RLK:mav 

cc: Father Freder ick, Father M. Valente 
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Reverend Mr. William Virtue 
St. Anthony's Church. 
100 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60431 

Dear Bill: 

000136 

February 13, .1975 

1 was pleased with your petition to be promoted Sacred Order Qf 
Dlaconate. As you know, it is necessary for the Seminary Board to g1 ve 
their. recommendation to me on this matter. We wUl see what they have 
to say. All tbat I have heard so far is good. 

Is the possibility of the ceremony being held at Providence out of 
question for it would seemingly be a good way of promoting vocations. 
I offer this on my own unofficially and off the record since tbls bas not 
been discussed wltb the Seminary Board, but I would like your reaction 
(by phone) immediately ln case you see some merit. The fact that you and 
I both agree on it would not necessarlly mean that that is what will happen, 
but at least lt would help us in tb.e discussion. 

With .Qest wlsbes, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ. 

Bishop of joliet 

RRB:jw 



Released April 2014



Released April 2014

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 123 
/ \ 7~ 

'\~~~cted Februa 2014 ~ 
000141 

( _-__ 

Bishop Romeo Blanchette 
Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Ill. 60435 

Your Excellency; 

511 EAST 127th STREET • LEMON}. ILLINOIS 60439 

Faculty: 312-257-5454 
Swdents: 312·257·6630 a. 257-6470 

March 12, 1975 

retreat 
for his 

I am happy to inform you that\~. Willi;;-Vi;tu~-Nmade a 
here at De Andreis over the weekend ofl%ir<:th-&;· in preparation 
ordination to the Diaconate. 

Thank you for your letter of March 3. r certainly under­
stand your giving Canonical Examinations to deacons in preparation for 
the Priesthood, in view of the time which elapses between their leaving 
the seminary and their ordination to the Priesthood. Be assured that 
we, at the seminary, are not t~e least bit disturbed. 

Wishing you every bit of speed in the recovery of your 
health and all of God's blessings, ram 

FG/jt 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

VF~ tJ. ~.to.J<t. 
Francis A. Gaydos, C.M. 
Rector 
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000142 

march 1975 
Dear Bishop Bl anchette, 

Most of ~y life I have been aware of and felt a calling to 
the priesthood but only within the past four years have I truly 
and adequately prepared for this vocation which includes a life­
long commitment to celibacy. The direction and education which 
I recieved during fu~ years of Theology put me on the path of 
wisdom and prudence in this matter of cel ibacy. 

Conse~uently, I want to put on record my debt of gratitude 
to the f ollowing persons for the reasons indicated: above all 
to my spiritual director who recently died , Fr . Daniel Martin C.M, 
and to my present spiritual director (unnamed here) , both of whom 
have given me and cnntinue to give me f.niendship , guidance and a 
seasoned · t ran friends , the 
Reverened , who collabor-
ated to h me prepare or c y and a half of . . . -. .:: ' . is under their direction ; to and 

' 
, whose study and work cone e s -

order of human emotions and personality according to St . Thomas ' 
principles of psychology has provided me with an authentic Christian 
anthropology; to the priests, seminarians , and lai ty who have 
formed and supported me through the years; and finally , I am most 
grateful to my father and mother, whose constant chaste lives and 
unsel fish dedication and fidelity to eacha t her and their children 
gave and still gi ''e me an example and inspiration for a life of 
sacrifi ce . Truly I have recieved a model patterned after that 
which the boy Jesus found in Jos~ph and Mary i n their home in 
Nazareth , where he " progressed steadily in wisdom and age and grace 
before God and men." (Luke , 2: 51-52) 

But now having discharged my debt of gratitude , I must do 
as the author of a book: state my full responsi blity for what 
i s said and done . I will never set the work of my life at t h e 
feet of the above mentioned persons . It is I who make this com­
mitment to celibacy, a commi tment made umder no ill usion of an 
upcoming change in the requirement of celibacy for the priesthood . 
That this requirement \vill not change in my lifetime , at least , is 
clearly seen in the stat ement of the National Catholic Conference 
of Bishops . I accept that fact,~~ ~df ~-

Nor do I entertain the false hope that celibacy wil l " come 
easily." At every step of the way and in every part of my life 
I am faced with my frail~y. I have fall en ; I share original sin. 
My consolation is that He who is alniighty did not " grasp at• His 
Divinity bu t took the " form af a slave'~ and because he carrli:ed 
the burden·~: of sinaand suffering we are free . I do not understand 
why an almighty Savior had to die on a cross to save us ; all I do 
know is that according to the will of His Father, "by Chri st ' s 
wounds we were heal ed ." By the :pain of celibate restraint and 
loneliness, may I share in this healing act of Christ. I bel ieve 
that "The Spirit helps us in our weakness .•• ". 
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St. Anthony's Church 
100 Scott Street 

Joliet. Ill. 60431 

2 

000143 

I• understand the invitation of Christ to celibacy to be 
for the Kingdom of God . In the words of Fr . Daniel Martin C.M., 
celibacy is " the spiritualization and transcendence of the good 
of the sex urge by supplying a situation more demanding of pure ~ 
love , because less enticing to the sense drive , a situation in 
which God the Father is loved in all , and all are loved in the 
Father, regardless of any natural claim for love" (unpublished 
manuscript, "The Sacral Nature of Sex"). Such a way of life is 
a gift from God: "Open to me the gates of holiness; I will enter 
and give thanks ." (Ps. 117). 

William Virtue 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

"I. Wil-L-tA-M WRTvE: with firm faith, believe and profess all and ev~rything 
that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:" 

I believe in one God. The F ather almighty, ·Malter of Heaven and earth, and of 
all things visible and invisible . And I believe in one Lord, jesus Christ~ the 
Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before all ag~s. God of God, 
Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, not made, of one substance with 
the Father. By Whom. all things were made . Who for us men and for our salva­
tion came down from heaven. And He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 
N!a.Iy: And was made Man. He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate , and was buried. And on the third day He rose again, according to the 
Sc:dptures. ·He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His ldngdom 
there ·will be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the 
Son i s adored and glor ified, and Who spoke through the prophets . And one holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins . 
And 1 await the resurrection of the dead. And the life of the world to come . Amen. 

"I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined by 
the ·Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared by its or dinary magis ­
teriurn concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, according as they are proposed 
by it, expecially those things dealing with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, 
i ts sacraments and the sacrifice of the ivlass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. " . 

.. 

• • • • • • • * • • * • * * ·j) 
I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place indicat~.~ above: 

Bishop I Delegate~~ 
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DIOCESE OF J OL I ET 

C/.ancei''J 0/fic!J 
425 SUMMIT STREET 

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 6043!5 

The Reverend Msgr. Joseph S. Marback 
Chancellor of the Military Ordinariate 
30 E. 51st Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Msgr. Marback: 

March 26, 1975 

Would you kindly insert the following notation in the baptismal 
register for the follOiring: 

000145 

Mr. William Dennis Virtue, who was baptized on November 7, 1948 
at l'lashington Heights Chapel, TokY-o, Japan, was ordained a Deacon 
for the Diocese of Jol iet on March 24, 19 75 at St. Francis Woods, 
Mokena, Illinois by the Most Reverend Romeo R. Blanchette. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am 

WED:m 

Sincerely yours in Chri st, 

w~Pc~ 
The Reverend William ~nnelly, 
Assistant Chancellor 

Duly noted. Thank you. MILITARY ORDINARI..f\ TE 
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April 30 ~ 1975 

~fr. William Virtue 

St. Anthony Parish 

100 N. Scott Street 

Joliet~ Illinois 60431 

Dear Bill: 

Today, we learnee from Andreas Seminary, in Lemont, that Bishop 
Vonesh is planning on conferring the ministry of Acolyte on 
Ascension Thursday, May 8th. I do not know if Bishop Vonesh 
mentioned this to you or not but I feel that you should be informed 
in case he wishes you to act as master of ceremonies. The installa­
tion ceremony seems to be scheduled for St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
in Lockport, but whether it l'lill be in the morning or afternoon is 
still not decided. As soon as I get more detailed information I will 
let -you knmi, but Bishop Vonesh is at Mundelein for the Regional ~~eting 
and will not be back tmtil Thursday. 

I'li th every best wish, I am 

WED:m 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Reverend fVilliam E. Donn_elly, 
Assistant 01ancellor 
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June 4, 1975 

The Reverend Mr. William Virtue 
St. Anthony's Church 
100 Scott Street 
~o11et~ 1111no1s 60432 

Dear Deacon Virtue= 

Effective immediately, I am appointing youaas 
deacon of St. Hary ~1agdal ene Parish, Jolfet, thereby 
transferri ngyyou from your assignment to Providence High 
School, New Lenox, and your residence at St. Anthony Rectory, 
Joliet. Please report for duty at St. ~1ary "Magdalene Parish 
as soon as may be mutually conven1~nt for you and Father 
Slown. 

I hereby grant you the faculties to preach in 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish. Pl ease understand t~at you will 
need spe.cific delegation for any marriage \·thich you may be 
called upon to perfonm. 

Wishing you God's blessings in your ne1 assignment, 
I remain 

Cordially yours i·n Christ, 

Bishop of JOliet 

RPB:kms 

000147 
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Ch.ancei"IJ 0/ficB 
42S S UMM IT STREE T 

JOLIEi"r. IL LINO I S 604':3~ 

June 6, 1975 

REGARDING: Deacon William Virtue 

000148 

Onr June 4, 1975, I spoke to Deacon Virtue as I presented 
him with his letter of assignment to St. Mary Magdalene Parish, 
Joliet. I spoke to him of my high regard for him and the fine 
work that he is doing as Master of Ceremonies to Bishop Vonesh. I 
then pointed out some negative aspects of his l ife and ministry, 
as they had reached me. First of all, I pointed out that he does 
not seem to be able to follow an agenda set by someone else. People 
expect rather to receive an answer 11n0 11 than 11yes" when they ask 
him to do something . Furthermore , he has been given to several 
outbursts of temper both at the parish of St. Anthony and at Providence 
High School. Furthermore, he is never seen at daily Mass in either 
place . I suggested that he would want to discuss these items with 
his counselor. We had a very cordial visit, but I could not say 
that he communicated any information to me whatsoever. 

DLR:kms 

((fWu~ 
The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chan cell or 
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Reverend :·lr. Willi am Virtue 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
127 South Briggs Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60433 

Dear 8111: 

October 15, 1975 

Th1s is to inform you that your petition for 
the priesthood has been received, and a committee of the 
Seminary Board has been appointed to visit you and your 
parish priest and anyone else they may deem useful in 
making their report fo the full Seminary Board on 
October 30, 1975. 

You can expect the committee in a week or so . 
The usual proceudre has been delayed because of Father 
Ryan's illness and relapse. The recommendations of the 
Seminary Board undoubtedly will be given to me 
immediately after the meeting and you will be notified 
quickly thereafter. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB:kms 

000152 

P.S. Because of my restrtcted schedule letters not marked 
nconfidential 11 are not given directlytto me. Father Ryan had 
yours and because of his having to be out of town,and his 
subsequent illness and relapse, I saw the letter only yesterday. 



Released April 2014

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 135 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

C. 

" 

vtit:-~ //~. ~ 

The Rev. Mr. William Virtue 
St. Mary Magdalene Rectory 
127 South Briggs Street 
Jolie t, Illinois 60433 

Dear Bill: 

__. .. 
&~~;_.,/ 

October 31, 1975 

I am happy to inform you that the Seminary Board 

900153 

has unanimously recommended to me that I ordain you. I , therefore, 
follow up my oral conversation with you by sending you this official 
Call to Ordination. 

Please contact Father Ryan with reference to the 
date of Ordination, the place, and the ordaining Prelate. Also at 
the same tin1e, please contact Father Ryan with reference to the : 
music to be used, the canonical examination, and also the Ad Audi­
enda Examination procedures to be followed. 

Withing you God ' s blessing and assuring yo u of my 
prayers as you now enter into the final pbas e of your i:raining for the 
glorious vocation of the priesthood, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/sma 
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OIOCESE . OF .JOLIET 

C2S SUMMIT STR£ET 

· .JOLlET, Jt..LINOI!:i> GQ43::S 

Reverend Mr. William Virtue 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
127. South Briggs Street 
Joliet, I111nois 60433 

Dear Deacon Virtue: 

. November 3, 1975 

. • .Ni'.J' 
~' u . t .... . . . 

000154 

First of all let me congratulate you on your call 
to the priesthood. I realize that these next few weeks wi 11 

(_ , 

be extremely busy for you, so we at the Chancery Office have 
tried to minimize your trips here to Jol iet . There are certain 
matters though \•Jilich must be taken care of before the ordination 
date, and the follmling schedule has been set up to handle them. 

On f~onday morning, November lOth, priests ~<~ill be 
available at the Chancery Office to administer the very brief 
canonical exam~nation on the Order of Priesthood, as well as the 
examination for the Hearing of Confessions. There will also be 
time for you to sign the Profession of Faith and ask any other 
questions that you might Nis h to have answered concet·ning the 
ceremony or anything else \·lhich we might be able to help you 

i 
' 

with. 

In order to provide a minimum amount of ti.me of 
waiting for you mer! I vmuld suggest the fall time schedule! 
Bil1 Virtue ·and at 10:00· 

e 
ur. any o you 

find a problem with the scheule, I would ask that you might switch 
times \!lith each other; if it is really impossible for you to be 
here on that date \•Je wil i try to arrange another one. 

The only other requirement \'!hich must be fulfilled is a 
six day retreat before the ordination date. He leave this up to 
you to arrange this at either at one of the retreat houses here in 
the di ocese or nearby. We do require a letter from the retreat 
master or director that this canonical requirement has been fulfilled. 
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WED: kms 

C .. 

Looking forward to seeing· you on the tenth, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Assistant Chancellor 

00015·5 
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Reverend Michael Valente 
St. Anthony Church 
100 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60432 

Dear Father Valente: 

...... 
November 3, 1975 

In accordance with Canon 998 of the Code of Canon La\v, I would 
ask that you publish in your bulletin or announce from the pulpit the 
following information: 

The Reverend Mr. William Virtue t'lill be ordained to the priest­
hood of Jesus Christ on Saturday, November 29, at St. Raymond Cathedral, 
Joliet, Illinois. Bishop Romeo Blanchette will confer the sacrament on 
Deacon Virtue. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would inform me once this 
publication has taken place. 

WED:cas 

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ; 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Assistant Chancellor 
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Reverend Johll Slm·m 
St. 1-1ary Magdalene Church 
127 South Briggs Street 
Joli~t, I l linois 60433 

Dear Father Slown: 

~:~ 

November 3, 1975 OOOi5 7 

In accordance with Canon 998 of the Code of Canon Law, I would 
ask that you publish in your bulletin or announce from the pulpit the 
fol lowing information: 

The Reverend Mr. William Virtue \dll be ordained to the priest­
hood of Jesus Christ · on Saturday, November 29, at St ! Raymond Cathedral in 
J oliet , Illinois. Bishop Romeo Blanchette lofill confer the sacrament on 
Deacon Virtue . 

c.· I would appreciate it very much if you \voul d inform me once this 
publication has taken place. 

I 
\ 

WED:cas 

Thanking you f or your cooperation, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Will i am E. Donnelly 
Assistant Chancellor 
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Reverend Mules P. McDonnell_, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
1775 Grove Street 
Glenview, Ill inois 60025 

Dear Father McDonnell: 

November 3~ 1975 

In accordance with Canon 998 of the Code of Canon Law, I would 
ask that you publish in your bulletin or announce from the pulpit the 
follO\Ying information: 

The Reverend ~1r. William Virtue 1.,ill be ordained to t he priest­
hood of Jesus Christ on Saturday, November 29, at St. Raymond Cathedral, 
Joliet, Illinois. Bishop Romeo Blanchette 1~ill confer the sacrament on 
Deacon Hottinger. 

. I \-tould appreciate it very much if you would inform me once this 
publication has taken place. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am 

WED:cas 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Assistant Chancellor 
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November 7 , 1975 

Dear Bi shop Blanchette : 

.t-ty family and I are pleased about Bi ll' s or dinati on . Iva would 
have l i ked it a l i ttle earlier 

TtTe hope he t·rill make a good priest in the diocese. 

Per sonal regar ds, 

-2j())!;hf6-r~ 
C~. -

\. 
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0 F FA I T H 

11 I , William Virtue , \<li th firm faith, believe and profess all and 
everything thi;it is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is : 11 

• 

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible . And I be[ieve in one lord, 
Jesus Christ , the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before 
al l ages. God of God, light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, 
not made, of one substance with the Father. By Whom all things were 
made. Who for us men and for our salvation came do\'m from heaven. And 
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgi n ~1ary : And was made Man. 
He \lias a 1 so cr ucified for us , suffered under Ponti us Pi 1 ate, and \•Jas buried. 
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended 
i nto heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father . He will come agai n 
in glory to judge the l i ving and the dead . And of His kingdom there will 
be no end. And I believe i n the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets. 
And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. And I a\llait the resurrection of the dead. And 
the l ife of the world to come. Amen. 

111 firmly embrace and accept al l and everything which has been either 
defined by the Church 1 S solemn ~e l iberation or affirmed and declared 
by i ts ordi nary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, 
according as they are proposed by it~ especially those things dea l ing 
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ~ its sacraments and the 
sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. 11 

DATE November 10, 1975 

PLACE Joliet Chancery Office 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
I have witnessed this profession of fa i t h on the date and in the place 
indicated above : 

S.i.&!wp I De 1 e g atfe O 
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November 13, 1975 

.Dear Friends. 

I wish to thank you for your courtesy 
i n sending me your kind invitation to Bill' s O rdination 
and the celebration of his f i .rst lvlaes . 

I am happy that Is hall bave the oppor ­
tunity of ordaining Bill and to enjoy \'• ith the family this 
happy event. ttegarding the First Mass , however, I regret 
that my schedule makes i t impossible for rr;e to be with 
you, and imn.ediately following the noo n appointment, I 
shall be traveling to Mundelein to begin my an.a.t1al 
.Re treat. 

You may be a.ssured o f my prayers fo r 
all of you, and especially for B ill as he e n ters u pon the 
priestiy vocation. I \Vis h bim a very successful , fruitfa·U 
priesthood and a lifetime of b lessings. 

W ith every good wish, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of J o liet 

RRB /srna 

·-·--·--·-----

/ 
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Imm e diat ely foll?wing 

Priestly Bless1ng 
i n cathedral Gym 

after the Ordination 
you are invited 

to a Buffet-Reception at 
St Joseph Park Hall, 

~ & Theodore Streets Raynor . 
J ol iet, Illino1S o 

' ... 

/ 

- - --·----··-- -- . ., ___ _ 
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November 18. 1975 . ,,. 

The Reverend Nr. ~Ji 11 i am Virtue 
St. t1rtry ~lagdalene Parish 
127 South Briggs Street 
Jol i et , Illinois 60433 

Dear Bill: 

I am encl os ing t \110 profession of faith fonns for 
our t\-10 deacons vtho ~·d 11 be or dained on Saturday. ltovember 22nd. 
Hould you be kind enough to ask Bishop Vonesh t o receive their 
profess ion of faith after ti1e ordination ceremony. If he will 
be kind enough to \'l~tness these documents and return them to 
this office, I am sure Bishop Blanchette \'lill direct each of 
the new priests a letter of appointment al ong \'lith the confera1 
of t he faculties of our diocese. 

OLR:kms 

Encl osures 

With best wishes, I am 

Si ncerely yours in Christ, 

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan 
Chancellor 

' .' 
i 
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Most Rev. Romeo R. Blanchette, D. D. 
425 Summit ~reet 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

000165 

Nov. 22, 1975 

Dear Rev. Bishop: 

This is to cerli£y ~at·~:.·~;;;~:·;~~::~~~-!~~~~rdained 
....... -~- . --·-.. ·-·. 

to the priesthood next Saturday, has made his retreat in prepara-

tion for this great event at St. Clare House of Prayer. .Father 

Virtue arrived earl y Sunday morning, Nov. 16, and l eft late 

Friday afternoon, Nov . 21. 

We are grateful to have shared in Father Virtue's retreat. 

His presence among us called forth more seri ous prayer for you 

and the priest of this diocese, as well as the priests of the 

world. 

We rejoice w1 th you that .such fine young men are seeking 

t o enter the Lord ' s service in the Joliet Diocese. 

147 
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WILLIAM VIRTUE 

r~ovember 29' 1975 

The Reverend Willi am Virtue 
St. ~lary ,.1agdalene Parish 
127 South Briggs Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60433 

Dear Father Virtue: 

Effective immediately, I hereby 
appoint you associate pastor (Canon 476) of 
St. r~ary Hagdalene Parish, Joliet, Illinois. 

I hereby grant you general delegation 
for marria]es in St. Nary ~4agdalene Parish, Joliet. 
I also hereby grant you the faculties of the 
Dioceee of Joliet . 

Wishing you God's blessings in your 
new assignment, I remain 

Cordialty yours in Cnrist, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB :kms 

000166 
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· "I, t.~ ~. , with finn faith, believe and profess ap :·?n.d 
everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that ·is: 11 

I believe in one God. the Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before 
a 1l ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, 
not made, of one substance \'lith the Father. By vlhom all things were 
made. \olho for us men and for our sa 1 vati on came do1tm from heaven. And 
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Nary: And \1/as made Man. 
He was a 1 so crucified for us, suffered under Ponti us Pi 1 ate, and ~tJas buried. 
And on the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead. And of His kingdom there will 
be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, t he Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father 

· and the Son is adored and glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets. 
And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. And I a\1/ait the resurrection of the dead. And 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

"I firmly embrace and accept a 11 and everything which has been either 
defined by the Church's solemn deliberation or affirmed and declared 
by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doct~ine of faith and morals, 
according as they are proposed by it~ especially those things dealing 
with the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the 
sacrifice of the ~1ass, and the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. 11 

William D. Virtue 

I have witnessed this profession of faith on the date and in the place 
indicated above: 
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Revexcnd William Virtue 
St. l-lary t>lagdal ene Church 
127 South Briggs Street · 
J o liet, Illinois 60433 

Dear Father Virtue: 

. I 

December 

.. 
.•. 

.. .. 

o·oo168 

. ,. ... 
.... 

29, 1975 

. 

: 
: 

. -· : 

In past years, the diocese of Joliet has requested all ne\\l)' or­
dained priests to sign pro:nissory notes of $150.00 for each year that they spent 
in a theology progran paid for by the diocese itself. · TI1e pm·pose of these pay-

. ments \\'as t"ofold: First, so that the priests tiiernse·lves could, in at le~t a 

.. : . token fashion, repay the- diocese for their theological educntion. Since r.:ost 
theologates must charge approxi~ately S2,000.00 per year for room, board and tuition, 
the $150.00 asked is obviously only a gesture o£ the neh·ly ordained priest: for his 
theol ogical training. TI1e second reason, and a muc11 more import~t one, 1·:as that 

.c 

.the Bishop uses these funds for the education .of future priests. As you are aKare, 
our diocese, and all others in the United States, is suffering a vocation crisis . 
Bishop Blanchette has ah.:ays insist ed tha t no young ~ilan '"ill ever be turned a~·:ay 
from a seminary because of lack of f~.mds . The money provided by: the newly ordained 
priests through these pr~mi.ssory. notes \\·ent to provide an e ducation for men at the 
high school, college and post graduate level so that they could pursue their voca­
tion to the priesthood . 

Unfortunate!)~ , in recent yea:rs, some men have signed these notes ,.,ith 
l ittl e or no intention of·.actually fulfilling th~m .. Because of this, '"e at the 
Chancery Office have been placed in the embarrassing .situation of writing dunning 
n otes to fe llo\v priests asking them to fulfill 'the ir obligations. To avoid a.-,y such 

. embarrassment in the future, I Nould ask you to consider '~hether or not you do in­
tend to fulfill this _request of the Bishop. If so, I h'ould ask you to sign the 
enclosed promissory notes and return them to me at the Chancery as soon as possible . 
If, ho~~·ev~r , you decide not to take on th i s obligation, I \<Jould ask that you return 
the notes to· me unsigned so that there will pe no need for lengthy -useless corres ­
pondence in the future . 

I \-lOuld also remind you that Statt;te No. 9 of the Jol iet Synod requires 
t11at every pries t have a Last \'/i ll and Testament and that the location of the l't'ill 
(not its contents) be made knoh-n to the Chancello:r. I would ask then that as soon as 
possible you prepare a \'till and inform Fathc.r Rynn or !J!YSelf of its . l ocation (bank 
~ault, safety_ deposit box, ' rectory safe, etc . ) . 

"Thanldng you for your attention to t hese matters, I am 

Sincerely yours i n Christ , 

Reverend Killiam E : Oonnelly 
Assistant Chancellor 

\.. l\'ED : cas · 
. ·Enclosure 

,·--:-· ~· · •r· --~• :.,..:."" ..... , .. .. ,_.~_~: . 

t. .. : ~ 
·r . ...... ,. .. 

~. ': ·: . -~ ~ -. .. ,~ ... -· . . ...:.~ -:.····. . .,,.... . ... .. ..-....... . . --":' 

• - •• t : ... 
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December 16, ~975 

Most Reverend Romeo R. Blanchette 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, illinois 60435 

Your Excellency: 

It is with a most humble heart that we 
express our long awaited thanks for your calling 
of our son to Holy Orders. 

The ordination rite at the Cathedral was 
most majestic and inspiring. We know this takes 
a lot of time and effort for many people and wish 
to express our thanks to all concerned. 

It will be our prayer that he will faithfully 
and fervently serve the people of the diocese all 
the days of his life. 

I 
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January 16, 1976 

.Dear Mr. and Mrs. -

Your lovely December note deserved an 
earlier answer, but I wish at this time to say that calling 
your son to Holy Orders was a joy to me also, and you 
are to be congratulated on his Ordination. 

The rites were simply what was !itting for 
so grea~ an occasion, and your son became a " priest of God' '. 
l, too , pray that "Father BU111 will perform his priestly 
(unctions !aithfull;r and fervently. Cel:tainly, his eagerness 
to serve bas been proo.'lising. 

1 hope your holidays were joyo1.1s a.nd that the 
New Year will be happy and richly blessed. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Cordiall y yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/sma 

··· -- ·----~~--------~-
-·- - ------·- ----------------



Servite emsnary 19 
Schoof. He then attended Lewis 
College and SCBS College Forma­
t ion Program for two years. Bill 
completed his college education at 
Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois. He 
attended DeAndrels Theologate for 
four years. He served as deacon at 
St. Anthony's and St. Mary Magda­
lene, Joliet, where he is currently 
assigned. Father Virtue celebrated 
h is first Mass at St. Alexander's, 
Villa Park, November 30, at 12:30 
P.M 
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Dear Bishop Blanchette, 

April 17, 1977 

I find I am using too much energy trying to 
keep my balance while working with Fr. Slown. 
I see no evidence that he is undergoing professional 
help for his grave problems • 

.. 
I appreciate your respect for my desire to stay 

here, and I hope my having been adamant in no way 
presented a~resistance t~ yGur exercise of authority. 

I submit the following to your decision: 

_Would it be good for you to n0w honor Fr. Blown's 
often repeated request that I be transferred? 

Should I continue serving Bishop Vonesh as his 

000172 

M.c., as he told me he would like, this will be practical 
only if I am stationed in the Joliet locale. 

c~.: Sincerely yours in Christ, 

,A __ .. .,.~·_ _ _ v~ 70< ' {/ v 1/{/1/UVVVL 

Fro William Virtue 
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PERSONAL 
Father William Virtue 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
1Z7 South Briggs Street 
Joliet, lllinois 60433 

Dear Father Virtue : 

000173 

·' 
April 20, 1977 

I wish to acknowledge having received your. letter and 
I shall bring the matter up at the next m e eting that we b.ave of the 
Personnel Board so that the Board will be informed of your desire 
for a cbange of a ssignment. 

With Best wishes, I remain, 

Cordially yours in Christ. 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/nb 
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The Reverend William Virtue 
St. Mary t1agdalene 
127 South Briggs Street 
Joliet. Ill inois 60435 

Dear Father Virtue : 

000174 

May 27 't 1977 

Effective July 1, 1977. I hereby appoint you 
associate pastor (Canon 47-6) of St. Dom".1ic ' s Parish!> Bolingbrook, 
Illinois~ transferring you as associate pastor of St. Mary :-.-~a·gdalene 
Parish, Joliet. 

I hereby grant you general delegation for marriages in 
St . Dominic 's Parish, Bolingbrook. I11inois effecti ve July 1st. 

Wishing you God •s blessings, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joli~tt 

RRB :kms 

cc : The Reverend John Slown - St. Mary Magdalene - Joliet 
The Reverend Frank Anksorus - St. Dominic - Bolingbrook 
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RE: Fr. Bill Virtuea 

The Rev~re:n d Frank Anksorus 
St. Dominic's Parish 
4~0 East Briarcliff Road 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60439 

Dear Father Anksorus : 

Nay 27, 1977 

I \·Ji sh to i nfo rm you that effective ,July 1, l9n. 

I haae appointe d ~:~€ Reverend Hilliam Virtue associate pastor 

of St. Dominic•s Parish, Bolingbrook. I have also granted him 

general delegation for marriages at your parish effective that 

same day. 

RRB :kms 

Wishing you God•s blessings, I remain 

Cordially yours in Chri~t, 

Bishop of Joliet 

'. 

000175 
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ARCHDIOCESE O F ·CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

0;1ic: of lh t Archbishop 

Reverend William Virtue 
St Dominic Parish 
440 E. Briarcliff Road 
Bolingbrook, IL 60499· 

Dear Father Virtue, 

July 15th, 1977 

000176 

In the interest of providing adequate spiritual care fo!' an of the 
people in your vicinity, some who come frequently to the Arcbclioces·e of 
Chicago or who are hosp italized here, I am pleased, vvith the ag-ieement and 
approve.l of your Most Reverend Ordinary, to grant you the faculties of the 
Archdiocese of Chlpago, in accordance with Canon Law and our .Archd.iocesan 
regulations, for the te11.ure of your present ass ignment. Tl~is g~ant of 
faculties will expire in case of your tra1~sfer. 

it is Lmderstood that the usual canonicaL procedures Vvi.ll b~fcllcv:zd 
in the case of m~rriages., 

In achninisteri.ng the Sacram.ents to any cf the parishioners in Chicago 
hospitals, it is respectfully su~gested that you advise the Chaplain beforehand, 
so that no confusion might resul t. . . . . 

Wlshing you every blessing in your p,riestly work and with kindest 
personal regards, I a.rn, 

.Very truly yours in Christ, 

+~~ 
Archbishop of Chicago 

P. S- Will yea be enough to complet8 the f:nclosed form and retun1 i.t at conve;Jiel1ce. 

cc:~ost Reverend Romeo Blanchette, D. D. - Bishop of Joliet 
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t St D . . Ch hooo177 . omintc ore 
440 E. Briarcliff Road BoJlngbrook, IL 60439 • (312) 739-5703 

October 10, 1977 
Dear Bishop Blanchette, 

I appreci ate·i the time find interest you gave me last week in 
order to discuss the issues related to my former assir;nment . 

I em honored to be M. C. for you on the occasions you requested 
(except the Oakbrook engagement which ~ cennot m~ke). 

Today I have two other ml'ltte rs I wAnt to present to you. 

Fo r the pest eight yeers I hRve been organizing ~ collection 
of theological 8.nd ftmerican Catholic Historical works whic h have 
been inherited by the diocese at the death of priests (such as Fr. 
Steesser, Fr . Hoover , etc.) and thes~~uooks are nryn in a corner of 
e bt'lck room of the St. Ch~rles Borromeo Library where Br. Richard 
has kindly provi cied space . At this time, Rt his su~;?,esti on f\.nd my 
request, I a.sk you to estAblish an officiel Diocesa.n Al:chives vfhioh 
would contain the following items: 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4 . 

5. 

Valued perennial theologicR.l books left to the diocese by 
priests. 
Parish e..IlTl.i ver sary booklets ~.nd other such items . 
Diocesan sou,renir items. 
Books of American c~tholic historical interest, including 
some nO\v shelved at the semina.nJ And some in the meeting 
room of the chancery buildin~ (i.nd floor). 
~!hat other c~.tegories you or ··others might recom.'llend . 

Fr. Dominic Valentino has offered ·the use of a room in the 
REO build in&, b:Ut C"lnnot afford to buy shel Yinf;. Pe:rhP.ps more 
s.helvin?; in the chEtncery meeting room ?.nd one file cabinet wov.ld 
be sufficient. Some permanent plP.ce is novt needed, in my opirtion. 
An annoucement in the JOB, reques~ing p~rish anniversa~r booklets 
and welcoming priests to open tneir collections to the build- up of 
this repositOI"'J might be all th<~t is needed for the time-beirl¥; in 
order to make people aware of e central a.rchive of historical value. 

The second ll\8.tter in which I would like your opinion or decision 
is · the possibility of an orsflnized introduction of the Catholic Let>,gue 
for Religious and Civi 1 Ri11;hts 'Hhich has contacted me in the hope of 
sending a priest representin~ them who wants to speak at m~sses in our 
parishes or before parish school boards in order to tell people about 
the League's work and perh~ps start a local chapter in our diocese . 

I have been inhontact with Fr. Leno concernin~ this matter, E>.nd 
even went so far al-to sue;gest a 111"wyer's me.ss" for the purpose. But 
he wants , it seems, more diocesAn wide involvement. This League and 
its work may be a way to rejuvenate the "r(.;d mass 11 

P.Jld spur our catholic 
l~nyers to greater involvement in issues which the laity properly h~ndle, 
especie lly regardin~ legisla:r.i on ?,nd jurisprudence ei'fecting P..merican 
Catholics, whether it be pro-life , minority discriminP-tion, or school-aide. 
I renl ize you have distributed Catholic Leegue materials in the ,TOB . r~_,..e 
we reAdy for f1 more organized involvement in their acti Yi ty'l· 

Sincerely, 

Fr. William D. Virtue 
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October 21, 1977 

Reverend William Virtue 
St • D0111inic 
440 E. Briarcliff Road 
Bolingbrook,. Illinois 60Lt39 

Dear father Virtue: 

Enclosed you will find a composite list of my 
appointments which require a Master of Ceremonies. The list as I had 
previously given to you bas one change. I forgot that Father IIIII 
- had indicated that he would be at St. George; so there is no need 
~u to travel all of the 1-1ay frolll Bolingbrook to Mokena to St . George 
since ~ will be available. Otherwise in the schedule that I 
had pr~u, there is no change regarding your appointments. 
Father Irvin who will be driving me t o the ICC meeting and then to the 
Consortium Haas can act: as Master of eeremonies; so your appointaent will 
not make things di.fficult for me. 

Thanking you for your willingness to serve as 
Master of Ceremonies on these occasions and wishing you God's blessing, I 
remain, 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 

RRB/nb 
Enc. 
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St. Dominic Church 
440 E. Briarcliff Road Bolingbrook, IL 60439 (312) 739-5703 

Octobe r 27, 1977 
Dear Bishop Blanchette , 

As was the CA.ae of the other pri e.sts 
wl1ose books he.Ye been collect ad A.t the senin~.ry, 
such as t hose of Ms~r. Butsla. and .&lsp.;r . St e nger, 
I accepted ~.lsg r . Plunkett ' s invitation tome time 
ago to select some of his books for P diocesan 
collection. 

;t first his si ste~ ur~ed thn.t thi s 
be done soon, and s he 3n~to cat~logue at 
the house in El~~urst . Then she changed her mind 
a.nd insiste d we stop , which we ·ha ve done . 

I assure d her thr).t you , Bishop, knew thP-t 
the books of pri ests had been k ept at the aeminf!.ry 
library AS B. di ocesen h8 ritp.ge, t>nd th•1t sorr,eday 
these books vrould b e put in an of ficisl ~ rchi ve . 
She still seemed anxious , fearing t h e books would 

(_. be lost , nnri referring to the mispll'\cement of Msgr . ' s 
bc0ks fro~ the old rectory. in Elmhurst . 

I 

l, 

I hope th~t my discussion ~~th Fr. Dan RyRn 
helped clarify the mRtter . In 8ny casP. l regret 
the s.wkwP.rdness j I reflect th~t perhaps I W!;.S 

imprudent to proceed 'l{ithout greater I'IUthoriz?.tion 
from 1\11 P~"· rties c oncernen. 

Sincerely, , I 

F-~ . ?l;;ti~ /J ufu..L 
Fr. '•lfilli·am Vi rtue 
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Reverend 'filliam Virtue 
St. Dominic Church 
440 E . Briarcliff Road 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60439 

Dear Father Virtue: 

000181 

November 11, 1977 
dictated Nov. 7th 

Father Daniel Ryan tole roe about your clarificat ion of the 
matter invol ving Uonaignor Plunkett's books . In viell of the fact that he 
is not well at all nt St . Patrick's Residence and his sister likewise is 
not \-'ell, I uould suggest that no further action be taken lest they be 
D".isinterpretcd. When people become very old sometimes they change their 
minds easily or they forget l-7hat they have previousl said. In any event 
as far as I am concerned the matter is at rest and every thing should be 
quiet now . 

RRB/nb 

priest s and 
priestly lives . 

With best ·".1isbes> I ret;.tain, 

, we certainly 
pr iests ~hroughout 

- Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Joliet 
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425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 60435 

Hay 22, 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Monsignor Murray 

Father Ryan 

Father Bill Virtue is willing to act as 
coordinator of this collection of books, under the 
direction of Bishop Blanchette. I suppose the thought 
is that:;'}'ou would refer Father Virtue to any of the 
pries~s who might offer books, as a result of this 
artfC1e. Please look over the article, and see if you think 
anyth·ing should be changed, added or deleted. 

ARTICLE 

A central diocesan collection of theological, 
historical and other schola~ books ia · ready information. 
This heritage of fine books has already received substancia1 
contributions of volumes from priests of our diocese, living, 
and deceased. 

Of special value are: 
Joliet Diocesan History and books of local history 
Parish Histories (anniversary books, etc., including documents for 

diocesan archives.} 
American Catholic History {books on missions, Hierarchy, dioceses, 

lay leaders, religious communities, seminaries, 
schools, movements, etc.) 

Works of Catholic Persons of letters 
Classical and contemporj theological works. 

000184 

Any priest who is willing to conttibute books to this 
collection is asked to ~ontact Monsignor Daniel J. Murray at the 
Chancery, Joliet. He~ in turn. will notify the librarians. who would 
like to make the selection of books before arrangements are made for 
their transportation to the central collection. Thank you for your 
anticipated cooperation. 

DLR:kmt 

The Reverend Daniel l. Ryan 
Vicar General 
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Reverend William Virtue 
St. Dominic Church 
440 E. Briarcliff Road 
Bolingbrook. Illinois 60439 

Dear Father Virtue, 

000185 

September 13, 1979 

Many thanks for your kind invitation to attend your 
nautograph party" this Sunday. Because of a previous commitment I wi ll 
be unable to attend but I am grateful for the invitation. I 

I have not yet had the opportunity to :read the book 
which you and Father Ratiu authored, I will save that for the long cold 
winter nights. Many thanks again for the invitation and for sending me . 
a copy of the book. / 

JLI/nb 

Sincerely in Chris~, 

Most Reverend Jospeh L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 



.. 

FR. VIRl\JE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 168 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April2014 ~t· -~ 000186 

St. Dominic Church 
440 E. Briarcliff Road • Bolingbrook, IL 60439 • (312) 739-5703 
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· BISHOP'S OFFICE 

Reverend Willi~m Virtue 
St. Domin~c Parish 
440 E. Briarcliff 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60439 

Dear Father Virtue : 

July 14, 1980 

In order to provide adequately for the pastoral care 
of the people of St . Mary Nativity Parish, Joliet , I am appointing you 
as. associate pastor of St, Mary 1 s (Canon 4 76). This appointment will 
take effect on July 21, and upon that date your assignment at St . Dominic 
parish. as associate will be te:rminated. I grant you general delegation 
for marriages at St. Mary Nativity, Joliet effective July 21. 

I am very grateful to you for the ministry you have 
e~ercised among the people of St. Dominic these past three years. I 
h.ope that this experience has been not only fruitful for your peopJ e but 
also benefical ,for you. I pray that youT ministry among. the peopl e of 
St . Mary Nativity parish will offer you and your people many blessi ngs. 
I assure you of my willingness to be avai l aole to you whenever you lvish. 

I urge you to take part in the cluster meetings of 
the p1;iests of your area . · It is important tha~ h'e recogni~e that we 
all haye a share in the presbyterate of the Joliet Diocese. There. is 
~uch that \.'l.e can o,ffer each other as well as learn from each other. I 
wish. you '(.tell in your ne\'1 ' as·s.ignment and assure you of my prayers for 
you. 

cc-Reverend Aloysius Sinsky 
Reverend Frank Ank$orus 

Sincerely in Chris·t, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOlS 60435 
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. March 18, 1981 

Dear Mrs •• 

My sincere tllanks fo~ your be~u~iful letter of 
commendation for Father \'lillirun Virtue. It is good to receive a letter 
such as yours about one of our priests. I hope that you have llad the 
opportunity to share your feelings with Father Virtue. It is important 
that he hear directly from you your appreciation. 

People are quick to ~ritize o~r priests, but very 
few take the time to commend them. I am grateful to you for your letter 
and I am pleased that Father Virtue was able to ee of such assistance to 

.I your son. 

Sincerelx in Chri~t, 

Most RevQrend Joseph L. Im~sch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Bishop Joseph Imesch 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet. Ill. 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

March 21, 1981 
Feast of St. Joseph 

I hereby request a transfer of assignment this June. 
Fr. Sinsl<:y and I have discussed this, and it is his will, to 
which I assent, that I go. For the record, I have enclosed 
a copy of a letter I wrote to him today. This letter states 
my times of absence, both for an appointment and-for 
vacation times - a rest which my doctor recommended now . 

In regards to a transfer. I will contact Fr. Donnelly. 
However, I do not wish to disclose to a personel board my 
doctor's ccire and advice, which I consider private matter. 
Although I realize it is a great favor, and although I also 
recognize that I was ordained to be available throuqhout the 
Diocese. at this time in my life I have good reasons for asking 
a special appointment: to be assigned in the city of Joliet. 
When I have returned from seeking consultation durinp- the 
appointment to which I am heading today, I will inform you 
of any recommendations or suggestions regarding myself. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fr. William D. Virtue 
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March 20, 1981 . 
Dear Fr. Sinskjl, 

Here is my schedule, followin g what you said to do: 

1. Leave today for Texas and return Friday, April 3 

2. Leave June 7 through July 3 

3. Leave probably during June 
if request for transfer granted by Bishop. 

Furthermore: 

I do not consider it disloyal to inquire about an assignment 
in Shannahan; priests my age seek such opportunities naturally -
at my age you yourself were alr~ady a pastor. 

I do not consider myself unsuited for parochial ministry; 
I have faithfully and competently carried out the duties which 
you have asked me to perform each week: namely, saying Masses 
and giving well-received homilies; assisted at distribution of 
Communion and exposition and reposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
(at least twice daily); actual hearing of Confessions about 55 
minutes daily; counselling and spiritual direction about 5 hours 
a week; teaching grades 3 - 8 one day a week with lessons for 
8th several days and visiting grades 1 and 2, as well as disciplinary 
guidance of the students; visited the patients in the hospitals 
three times each week, attended weekly ~t. Vincent DePaul 
meetings, and so forth. At your request I twice weekly said 
Mass for the Religious at Guardian Angel (for five months) and 
everyother week said Mass at Resurrection Mausoleum, which 
activities took up my parish time. On my own I once gave a 
Natural Family Planning talk in Oakbrook, and a one hour talk 
at St. John's grade school in Joliet; I gave a one afternoon 
retreat in Sublette - .for your friend; and my only other extra­
parochial project has been during the last month and a half 
when I spent cibout five hours weekly ed..iting a publication for 
priestly formation - surely relevant to my ministry. I have 
never complained about any of the above-mentioned pastoral 
duties, in spite of the fact that I sometimes wonder if the 
weekend priests get paid almost as much as I do per month! 
Considering how little I eat, you are· getting your money's 
worth out of me. I cannot accept that any faults I may have 
outweigh the good I have given here at St. Mary Nativity. 
At a time when neighboring priests boldly propose to close 
our parish, I have built it up in so far as God has given me 
the Gr ace. 

Sincerely , 

Fr. Bill Virtue 
March 19, 1981 

Feast of $t. Joseph 

- -.--..:! ~- ·-.::.: :--~ 
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Reverend William Virtue 
St. Mary Nativity Church 
706 N. Broadway Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear 3ill. 

March 26, 19 81 

I received your lett~r and tho copy of the letter 
that you wrote to Father Sinsky. Since Father Sinsky has requested 
your transfer and since you have conmtrred in .the matter, I will see 
that you are transferred this June. While I will try to respect your 
request to be assigned in the city of Joliet, you must realize that 
there are few opportunities available in the city • and my primary 
obligation will be to find a priest to serve the religious needs of 
the people rather than a people to serve the needs of the priest. If 
you are simply stating a preference, then ~ I can accept your suggestion. 
I, however, have to be concerned about the entire diocese, and I feel 
that priests have conwitted themselves to serve this dioce~e and not 
one area. 

I regret that the situation at St. ~1arys did not 
work out satis factorily. I don't know that went on between you and 
Father Sinsky. I am concerned about the amount of time you are 
speniing away from the parish during the next few months. Within 
three and a half months you wiil we gone almost six weeks. I find 
that an excessive amount of time away f rom the parish. I will appreciate 
receiving any recommendations or suggestions that Doctor 1111 makes. 

Sincerely in Chri~t, 

MOst Rev~rend Jos~ph L. Im~sdk 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Reverend William Virtue 
St. Mary's Church 
!95th & llSth Streets 
P.O.Box 2 
Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Dear Father Virtue: 

REV. WILLIAM VIRTUE 

;"()00204 

August 31, 1981 

In order to provide ad~quatelt for the pastoral care of 
the people of St. Mary's Parish, Mokena, I am appointing you as associate 
pastor of St. Mary's {Canon 476). This appointment will take effect on 
September 1. I grant you general delegation for marriages in St . Mary's 
parish, Mokena, effective on that date. 

( _.· 
I am grateful to you fqr the ~inistry you have exercised 

during this past year at St. Mary's Nativity Parish. I know that your / 
ministry there was appreciated by many people. I pray that your ministry 
at St. Mary's parish will offer many blessings to you and your parishioners. 
I assure you of my willingness to be available to you whenever you wish. I 
urge you to take part in the cluster meetings of the priests of your area. 
It is important that we recognize that we all have a share in the 
presbyterate of the J61iet Diocese. There is much that we can offer each 
other as well as learn from each other. 

(_ 

I know that these past.severat months have not been 
particularly easy for you, nor for me. I appreciated your willingness to 
speak openly with me about some of theee difficulties. I have tried to 
be sensitive both to your own needs and to the needs of this local 
Church. You have particular gifts that can be of great benefit to your 
people. I am hopeful that under Father Burnett's leadership and support, 
that both you and the parishioners of ~t. Mary's will grow in the Spirit. 
I wish you well in your new apsignment and assure you of my prayers. 

cc-Reverend James Bu.rnett 

. . .... . 
• Sinc~rely iQ Christ, 

• Most .Reverend Jo~eph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Dear Bishop Ryan, 

ST. MARY 1 S CHURCH 

195th St. & l15th Ave. ,06_x2_.. 
Mokena, Illinois 60448 ·-;;::::-

Dec. 1, 1981 

I wish to take th is opportunity of your appointment as personer 
director to offer my unsolicited viewpoint on personal matters. 

The immediate trigger which got me thinking was the departure 
of Fr. Parnisari. No matter what the truth of the matter , the rumor 

000207 

I heard is very interesting, simply because it may indicate the mentality 
of priests themselves who possibly initiated the rumor - which goes: 
he left because he had become a lawyer at much personal effort , and 
the diocese was not utilizing his competence. As I said, it is not the 
truth of this assertion that interest s me, what strikes me is the very 
notion itself: the waste of talent. I do not mean by this that priests 
should be lawyers; obviously what is needed now as always are general 
practitioners. What I mean, is that it may not be that our gravest concern 
is a vocation shortage, but a wasting of the vocations we have . 
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I think what is impOrtant to note about the examples I give, assuming 
that I am accurate in describing the state of t hese men, is not only that 
their talents as leaders in the prime of their life are being wasted because 
the assignments they have do not allow them to assume leadership, but it 
is apparent that the emotional frustration and anger they may feel causes 
the low morale which is often present in priests these days. Clergy morae 
is not boosted by convocations but by real recognition of what· a man can 
be and give to the diocese. Secular priests are usually independent by 
nature and personality; most of them are meant to be in a position of 
authority such as that of a pastor. (I:-do not 'imagine that there is more 
power in t hat position than the post-Vatican Church really gives, for I 
know well that the pastor often feels he has the least authority, and that· 
committees and ·already set precedents and other circumstances limit him). 
It is a1.1 affirmation of priests to put them in assj.gnments truly corresponding 
to their talent and level of ability. To hold them back is a denial of w~at 
they are· capable of doing. This nonaffirmal:ion kills. I am not saying that 

ne bf the fellows I mentioned above - although I am concerned about 
- are at the point of a crisis because they are not pastors yet. 

ow process of not-left'ing them exercise greater responsibility 

( ·. 
.. 

and initiative is perhaps a waste of priestly talent and ari erosion of their 
morale . 

( 
' 

Another case I would like to bring to your attention is that of my 
uncle, Fr. Bill Ryan. 'He was never used to his full ability, having an 
IQ, education and various experience backgrounds which were simply 
ignored by the diocese. He ended up putting his energy into designing 
a super-parish plant, and' •t hen resignmg because of his disgust that a 
few school board members who had made the period of construction a 
constant battle for hlm and who had ruined (:iil his eyes) his reputation 
as a good pastor for twenty years, giving the hew bishop· (a·s he s~w it) 
the impression t hat he was unreasonable and uncooperative. Actually he 
was under a lot of tension dur'ing the construction period and these few 
people made mountains out of molehills, driving him into some unreasonableness 
toward them. In any case, he quit and asked to take a year to rest at Queen 
of Heaven. Well, ·now he has the impression that because··Iiis bad reputation 
- no one, not he especially would deny bis irascible and brash frankness -
and his age of over· 65 keep), bini from ever becoming a pastor again - unless 
he goes· to the country which is contrary to his city upbringing and nature. 
Now he really feels frustrated. Therets nothing left for him here. So he 
offers to teach elsewhere and this is apparently blocked by the bishop. 
His pastor tells him that the parish is really a one-man parish. So what does 
he have to look forward to for the remainder of his priestly life ?· More 
wasting of his talents. A continual decline· of his morale. with its debilitating 
effect on his present good health. I do not blame the diocese for all his 
difficulties in adjusting to his circumstances; but there is some fault on the 
part of the diocese"' a fault which may still be remedied by an· assignment 
which would challenge his intellectual and organizational skills. We owe it 
to this priest to sincerely seek a suitable channel for his abilities. 
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I would also like to make some comments about Fr. Alexander Ratiu 
who has a feeling of uncertainty about his position because· of •the change 
of leadership in his parish in Plainfield. He was assured, apparently, 
that he would not be considered for any change until June when associates 
are up for change. K"nd he realizes that much is contingent upon the new 
pastor and his relation to that new pastor. What I want to say is relevant 
regardless of those circumstances_ Fr. Ratiu has been a priest longer 
than most of us, many of those years he received no pay for his 'prison 
ministry' . During the past six years all of his paycheck each month went 
to pay for tl'le home he provided for his sister-in-law and nephews. So 
he has a place to retire, and he will get some pension from the diocese 
when he retires, if he lives that long - his bloodpressure' has never been 
ni!>rmaL He has more natural warmth and wj,sdorn than many priests, but 
his pastor has refused to allow him to exercise a full parish ministry these 
six years. He has never been allowed to perform bap'tisms, weddings, 
funerals (you could count on one hand the oneshe has been allowed to do!) 
He is nonetheless*. deep1y loved by the laity of St. Mary's, who-hav·p--------­
found in him the comfort and understanding which his big heart offers. 
Although his spoken english is difficult to follow, this should not prevent 
us from appreciating his wisdom about parochial and personal matters. 
He has a tremendous flexibility and openness - he has been sympathetic 
to the Prayer Group charismatics, he says Mass for the migrant workers 
in spanish, he sings in the parish choir - things he began at the age of 60. 
He has a sense of the Church which his Roman education (a doctorate in 
theology) and his wide experience have given him. It should be the place 
of our elders to be our advisors and guides .. for they have the wisdom of 
many years. Yet his valuable insights have perhaps been overlooked 
because of the rash judgment that rwhat could he know about the Church 
in America - he 's a foreigner and out of tune with us1_ It is true that he 
is somewhat reactionary - but even this is somewhat conditioned upon his 
having lived with Msgr. who constaritly'·fed him a conservative. line_ I guess 
I'm not making any ohe particular point about Fr. Ratiu~ only for a greater 
appreciation, · and for a recognition that at his age it is hard to begin anew 
and therefore I think he would like to stay at St. Mary's Plainfield ,if possible. 

Another person on my mind is 
his reputation has sunk, making to an , unstable 
and even psychotic priest_ But I maintain that he is not .gi sick; ratlier 
the doctors to whom he was serrt worsened his condition, and the treatment 
he received from his pastors often provoked the angry outbursts be displayed. 
At present he is living alone in a house in . .Joliet, paying his rent and food 
out of his salary , rather than live in a rectory or under a diocesan roof. 
He has been under· good psyc.hologiccil. guidance and has made progress -
I don't think I'm breaking any confidence by telling you this, although it 
is confidential. I think that in. his present assignment - saying Mass at 
several nursing homes in Joliet - he is trying to do his best, although he 
has a personal dislike for that apostolate and probably would like another 
in a few years_ I think he needs this: the direct personal interest of one 
like yourself who would visit him ' in bis lonely little house, a sort of self­
imposed but fruitful exile that shelters him from pastors who have rejected 
him because he couldn't do enough work to justify a salary (in their eyes). 
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Obviously unique person and situation cannot be 
discussed adequa I hope one thing only; that you will go 
to the trouble and time of seeking him out and visitin~ him at his 
little bouse n~kinglot alongside the downtown Joliet YMCA . 
His -one i s ----· I do not think anyone needs to do anything 
for , so much as someone like yourself shoUld be someone to him. 
It would be like seeking out the lost sheep b y leaving all the others under 
your care. Not that he is lost in the sense of regressing or departing, for 
I believe he is making progress . But he is lost for lack of love . He 
can make it financially if he is economic. But be needs our support 
personally at this time in his life . And he needs assurance of our 
trust in him. Bis reputation has left him with the image of incompetent. 
Will he have any future in the diocese? Will he be relegated to the aged 
among whom he can do least damage? He misses the wider range of 
parish ministry, and especially young people . Are we going to fear 
his possible behavior forever? Yet this undermines the very confidence 
he could build up if he were held accountable by a sympathetic but firm 
pastor. Do I sound naive in his regard? Is he that great of a risk? Is 
it unfair to any parish to inflict(!) him on it? Are his past irregularities 
so omino1.,1s?- I do not think that a change would be good now, but he 
would like to have some hope for the future. Let us be optimistic. 

I ·could -venture to ;speak about ~ who easily experiences 
discouragment in his work if not bol~play of fraternal interest 
and whose rigid logic sometimes betrays a streak of unrealism, but who has 
still hope of being a pastor. I do not pretend that any of my above remarks 
are the intentions of the men of whom I speak; they represent my impressions -
only mine. And they are a prelude to what I want to say about myself. 

I am very content here at St . Mary's where I think God wants me now 
and where Fr .~ Jim n·as.' oe·en most kind to me. · I like the secular priesthood 
and never felt called to the vows and community of a religious order. But 
I wonder if my own talents will be used here. I wonder if I am truly suited 
or called to be a parish pastor. Somtimes people say I am unsuited for 
parochial miriistry because of my-intellectual interests: t his I consider an 
insult if it means parish priests should not evidence intellectuality! I am not 
a scholar, but a man of action, however heavy the emphasis on reading and 
study. The question is: what kind of action? It is no surprise , considering 
the deep impact of the. Vincentians upon me, that I have retained ari active 
interest in-vocations and the formation of clergy . I have studied this issue 
and consider that the ci:tsis of the Church and especially of the clergy can 
best be ade;z:-essed by .a reform of the clergy ~n tlieir formation period, which 
was t he strategy of Trent and remains valid today. In discerning the best 
use ofrmy talents 7 if they lie: in 'this direction, I do not see how· I can be 
employed in this way py a- diocese which ·has no seminary. In several years 
I will be ready to respond to this ministry if ~t is truly God's will, and I 
will seek to go elsewhere to serve the Ghurch; I wish to manifest this now. 
You are aware that Pope John Paul II has urged a global redistribution of 
priests. The implications of what I am saying are not clear to me now. I 
do not want to join a religious order so I can 'do my own thing' - which is 
often a flight from the mundane or routine life of the parish. 1 consider 
the local parish 'where it's at' - the Church. May God's will be done. · 
In God's own time I will be ready for what work he wants of me; I want 
now to say to the· diocesean personal planner that I might ask to go into 
vocation or formation work in the future. I am open to this as a profitable 
use of my talents. 

Thankyou for listening; I am not asking for any specific reply. In Christ,~-e:e-e 
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Reverend William Virtue 
St. Mary's Parish 
P.O.Box 2 
195th & 115th Avenue 
Mokena, Illinois 60448 

Dear Father Virtue: 

00021? 

April 19, 1982 

In order to provide for the care of the people at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Joliet, I am appointing you as Administrator 
(Vicarius Oeconomus) of Sacred Heart Parish, effective April 22nd, 
1982. 

As you know, there is a great need for evangelization 
in the Sacred Heart Parish area. While there are a number of people 
who continue to worship at Sacred Heart, those who reside in the 
immediate area are not many. I am anxious that we begin to reach out 
to the people who live in the area, in whatever way that we can to 
establish the presence of th~ Church. I would ask you to have this 
as one of your-primary concerns. 

I will also ask you to take an active part in being 
present at the Bishop Blanchette elementary school. I would suggest 
that you find time to speak with the Reverend John Fogarty, pastor of 
St. Mary's Carmelite parish, to discuss how you might cooperate in 
providing for religious activities at the school. 

The challenges and opportunities of Sacred Heart 
parish are many, and I am grateful that you have volunteered your 
service for this corru"liU.'"li ty. You have many talents and ab il i ties , and 
this parish will provide you w~th the opportunity of exercising them. 
The people have had their former pastor with them for a long time, 
and he has served their needs well. It will be important for you to 
be sensitive to their past practice as you begin to exercise your own 
particular style of leadership. I have every confidence that you will 
serve the people well. 

I encourgate you also to begin working towards the 
establishment of a parish council, should one not already be active. 
In addition, I would hope that you would see as one of your priorities 
your active participation in the meetings of your cluster. It is 
important that we give more than lip service to our unity as the 

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 
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pres~yterate. The cluster arrangement allows us to share our priesthood 
with our brothers, as well as obtain support and encouragement from each 
others presence. 

I assure you of my willingness to be available to you 
should ever wish to call upon me. You and the people of Sacred Heart 
parish will be in my daily prayers . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet · 
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1'1, Rev William virtue, with_ finn faith, believe and profess all ·and 
· everything th~t is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:'' . 

I believe in one God. The Father almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth , 
and of all things visible and invisible. And I believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the Oniy-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father before 
al l ages. God of God, Light of light, true God of true God. Begotten, 
not made, of one substance 'llith the Father. By Hhom all th ings were 
made. ~Jho for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. And 
He became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin ~!ary: And \'las made i·lan. 
He ~/as also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and \vas buried. 
And on the third day He rose agai n, acco~ding to the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father . He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead . And of His kingdom there will 
be no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit , the lord and Giver of life, 
tlho proceeds from the Father and the Son. Hho together v1i th the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, and ~!ho spoke through the prophets. 
And .one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. And I avJait the resurrection of the dead. And 
the life .of the world to come. Amen. 

"I finnly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either 
defined by the Church 1 s solemn del i beration or affirmed and declared 
by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith and morals, 
according as they are proposed by it, espeCia-lly those things dealing 
\'lith the mystery of the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the 
sacrifice of the Nass s and the primacy of the Roman Pott tiff. 11 

DATE April 23, 1982 

PLACE Chancery: 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

On ---------2.' 19 __ , at a.m., the Reverend William Virtue 
p.m. 

-------- ------appeared before me and made the Profession of 

Faith, thu_s· by particular La\'/ of the Church, he took canonical possession of 

Sacred Heat:t 
--------------Parish _______ J;....o:..:l::.;:i:.:e..:.t ___ , Illinois 

Bishop I Delegate 
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June 18~ 1982 

The Reverend Monsignor Daniel J. Murray 
Co-Chancel l or Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summi t Street 
Joliet, Il 60435 

Dear Monsignor Murray: 

1 am writing to enclose an invoice for room and board for your 
diocesan representative for our first 12 day Workshop here in St. Louis 
August 22 to September 3, 1982. In response to an invitation from 
Bishop Bernard F. Law. Chairman of the Board of the Pope John Center. 
Bishop Irnesch designated Father William Virtue to participate in 
the Workshop . 

I enclose the preliminary brochure describing our Pilot Program of 
specialized preparation for diocesan representatives which is funded 
by a grant from the Pallottine Center for Apostolic Causes. 

We have been sending much advance material to all the participants 
in the ~lorkshop. We also expect to ~bl ish a book containing the 
essential content of the ~lorkshop. It will be called A Handbook 
on Critical Life Issues. 

We will welcome your check for $400.00 for the room and board of 
your representative as soon as you can conveniently send it. Our 
grant covers tuition for both our Workshops but it does not cover 
room and board. Thank you for your assistance. We are confident 
that this Program will be of real benefit to the work of the Church. 

jp 
enclosures 

4455 Woodson Road • St. Louis, Missouri 63134 • Tel. (314) 428-2424 
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A PASTORAL APPROACH· TO. . . ~ 

MEDICAL ~ -MORAL 
ISSUES 

A PROGRAM.OF 

SP~CIALIZED PREPARATION FOR 

DIOCESAN. REPRESENTATivEs 

Presented "!:>Y 

The Pope John XXIII Medical-Moral 

Research and Educational Qenter 

. . 

Through a Grant from· : 

The Pal/ottine Center for 

· Apostolic Causes 

....... , ... , .... ~~· ................... .,. .... ~ . . ·. 
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I. THE PILOTPROGRAM 

Oeseription 

- . a program of education 
~ in medical-moral issues 
- to assist adult Catholics 
~ bear witness to life-values 
- and make responsible decisions 
- in accord with Catholic teaching 
~ through the specialized preparation 
- of Diocesan Representatives 

Development 

The Program will proceed in three successive stages: 
. ' 

1. Specialized preparation of Diocesan 
Representatives (See III and IV). 

2. Diocesan Representatives share scientific 
. · . and pastoral knowledge with priests and 

others at the deanery or vicariate level. 

c 
3. Parish priests assist their people in 

dealing with issues directly affecting their 
lives. 

' \ 

Result 

Intensive, specialized preparation will enable the 
Diocesan Representative to help meet the needs of 
the local Church with: 

- current and competent knowledge of the 
medical, legal, and moral aspects of the 
issues. 

- an integrated understancli.Dg of the pastoral 
and practical $igni.ficance in· the light of 
Catholic teaching. 

- skills and educational materials for use in 
teaching and motivati~g others. 

ll. THE DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVE 

Profile 

Qualities and qualifications will vary widely. The 
Ordinary may wish to consider selecting as ~ R~pre:­
sentative one who mig.ht b~: 

- sensitive to the )mportanc~ of tile medical~ 
moral issues, with their momentous implica-
tions for human life. · ; · ' 

- strongly motivated by the need .for Catholic 
education in the medical-moral field. . . 

- able to reiate coinfortably to health care 
issues · and personnel. · . 

- respect~d by and credible to priests an~ . · 
other.s engaged in pastoral s~rvices and 
education. 

· effective in working with individuals and 
groups as communicator, facilitator, dis­
cussion-leader. 

m. SPECIALIZED PRE~ARATION 

To assist. hi . accomplishing ' the :first ·stage of the 
Program, the Staff and Consultimis· of the Center 
with doctoral degrees in science and theology 
provide: 

-prior and preparatory to the Workshops 
an extensi:ve period of directed reading and 
a select .bibliogra~hy on _the iss~es: 

- two inte~sive Works~ojJs (~ach of 12 days). 

- subsequent availability of the Pope John 
Center for further guidance and additional 
resources. 
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IV •. THE WORKSHOPS· ·· 

The Program· provides two intensive Workshops, 
each of 12 days, beginil.ing on a Sunday evening and 
ending a week from the following Friday. 

Place .· St; Louis, Missouri 

Dates and Topics · 

Workshop 011e 
. Aug. 22 through Sept . 3, J982 .. 
. Life and Death. Issues. Topics inc}J.1de:. The 
Beginning of Life~ Prolongatiqn of Life, Organ 
Transplants, Determination of Death, Abor­

. tion, Euthanasia. 

WorkShop Two 
. Apr, P tJ;uough .Apx:. 29, 1983 . 

Human Procreation. Topics include: l.J;l Vitro 
Fertilization, Artificial [nsemina~ion, Embryo 
Transplant; : Ti'anss~xual Surgery, Cloning, 
Natur~ Family Planning, Genetic Diagnosis 
and Counseling. 

V. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Covered by tbe Grant · 

- Full tuition 
- All instructional materials 

Assumed by the Di<)ces~ 

.:. Transportation . 
. - Room and· Board: $40().00 for each 

(12 day) Workshop · 

. . FURTHER. INQ~mY 

Please write or call.~ 

,.. .. 

The Pope 'John Center 
. 4455· W9odson Road · 
.St. .Louis, MO 63134 

(314) 428:2424 

./ 
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For ten of the past twelve years, I have actively worked 
in the immediate neighborhood of Sacred Heart in the homes 
of its neighbors. Sometimes I worked in a voluntary capacity. 
Other times, I was a paid worker. My roles have been' 
parent-education; early childhood teacher: social worker/counselor 
and advocasy. For most of the last eight years ( since we 
moved to Joliet) my family and I have been members of Sacred 
Heart Parish. This past year people requested that I enter 
the Parish Council election process. I did, and was elected. 

As a member of Sacred Heart's parish council, I am deeply 
concerned about the pattern of relationship I find occurring 
between the Administrator, Fr. Virtue, and the people of~e 
parish in general, and in particular, the parish council. I 
have stated my concern personally and privately to Father Virtue 
and publicly to him at Parish Board Meetings. Now, I believe 
there is a necessity to speak to you about our whole situation. 

Father Virtue has consistently made decisions without 
consulting the parish council. Consensus processing has been 
minimal and after the fact. He has consulted--other authorlties 
from outside the parish .. and then made decisions. He has never 
used his power to call special meetings in time of 
taking action. (If he had, the grave injustice to 
would or at least could have been averted. Her role 
Ministrl;:to the parish is not being filled to date. I might~~~d 
that~ with much to offer in that area with~degree' ha~ 
been hired by last April at the very latest. Just anyone will 
not be able to serve the special needs of our parish.) 

We are consistently reported to. It may be in a meeting. 
It may be through a letter or phone call (this latter, one-on­
one communication ~an be an excellent divide and conquer tool.) 
Our own gifts and charisms have been snubbed. This couplea 
with his manner of celebrating Liturgy and homilies have led to 
at least ten people I know of resigning from the parish. With 
double that number tempted to .. they're just sitting on the fence 
now, waiting for the next incident to occur. Three parish 
council members have also resigned. Is this a Christ-like way 
to administrate? Evangelize? (I'm spending more personal time 
just trying to keep paridnner's attending and working than I 
can on reaching out to the broader community at present.) 
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My personal goal these past 30 years has been to evangelize 
through working for so0~al justice--whatever the circumstances 
of my life. Until now, I cauld honestly say to those I met 

(who for the most part had left the Church through mal-treatment 
from clerics)that I personally knewjpriest who Honestly and 
unmanipulatively tried to empower the laity. An average of 
one or two people a year reconciled and/or returned to active 
Catholocism. This is no longer my experience. "It is easier 
to create a visceral athodoxy through emotional and behavioral 
manipulation than to give free range to the " mystery of the 
Holy Spirit working through honest, open communication and 
processing. 

It seems the times are all the more crucial for the clergy­
laity relationship to be actively open, affirmative and affirming. 
People can not work with an Administrator who in essence distrusts 
them. And that seems to be the message. 

True , Fr. Virtue did offer me the job ~f coordinator of 
evangelization .• And I had to turn it down. I have tried so 
many times working with this same personality type. I am worn 
down with it. I cannot work with a manipulative, devious person 
in a team situation. I've had enough experience to recognize 
this type of personality when I see it. 

C. 
I talk about deviousness .. lllllllllllllat times confided 

in me. The last time, I was giv~and that you had 
agreed to Father Bucciferro's residence at Sacred Heart--rather 
than the idea originating with you. At our 6ouncil meeting, 

l. 

when people were disturbed about, Fr. Bucciferro's placement , 
we were repeatedly told in various statements that the idea 
originated with you. It was your idea. You had your reasons. 
We could not question. Any animus people felt was carefully 
shifted to you. In effect Fr. Virtue tore down the relationship 
between you and us through his manipplation of the truth. Sister 
told me more--which, if you care to meet with me, I wi11 convey 
to you. (This is neither an easy or pleasant task for me.) 

And, I have another reason I cannot make a long time 
commitment to the parish. I hav.e three teen-age daughters 
who have been willing, active participants in Liturgy consistent1y. 
A few weeks ago, all three in unison said they will leave 
Sacred Heart if Fr. Virtue continues his manner of presiding 
and homiletic presentation. And now I must look for another 
parish which actively promotes social justice--in the WORDs 
in Deed and in truth . 

Yesterday, another par.shoner came to me, distraught. 
(She is also a parish council member.) She had approached 
Fr. Virtue iJl with the problem of housing for a Loatian jtamily-­
members of our parish community. His answers shocked and 
scandalized her. (Unfortunately, I'm hardened to the situation.) 
This man does not reflect your position on social justice. He 
repeated the same jargon to me after Mass yesterday in the presence 
of another P.arishoner who was requesting the same help for the 
same family~-andvthe proper way of proceeding to get them help;~ 

~"''1-'~ ~~-
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Because of' this last ... mentioned inciden-t (and others I don't want 
to li~t right now) and I request to meet with you. 
As she works, we cou os~ eas~ly meet on a Wednesday. 
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Sept. 27, 1982 
Feast of St .. Vincent DePaul 

Dear Bishop Dan, 

I learned many interesting things about being a pastor 
at the recent convention sponsored by the national organization 
for continuing education of the clergy, and I highly recommend 
this program as an advance preparation for those about to be­
come pastors, as well as for those already in this position. 

One learning that came through a psychological test admini­
stered and interpreted for each of us seemed to me personally, 
in the context of this particular program for pastors, to be an 
ironic finding: that my personality type is research scientist. 

Although my academic background may not have revealed 
this, I knew it in my heart, and recognize t he accuracy of the 
test results. Although I do not fall into this category in an 
intense way, it has been apparent throughout my priestly life 
for I did devote myself assiduou:slly to the research involved in 
writing Fr. Ratiu1s book, and I was very happy in that work. 
And you yourself may :z:;:emember my reluctance to go to Wheaton 
because of the book-editing I have been working o_n for several 
years and which I nearly completed while in Mokena . In the 
sixth months since I have been here I have been able to do 
only the tiniest bit of writing. 

c. 
Therefore you can appreciate the conflict which has not 

ceased to divide my interests for many years, although I have 
always put pastoral duties first and studies second, and this 
in spite of the fact that I am convinced that this writing is in 
the service of the Church too. As a diocesan priest I have 
felt much pressure to be available for the needs of the people 
in the local parish. 

( 
-, 

That is why I was willing and eager to come here.; t The 
bishop had previously urged me (and sort of chided me for not 
being willing) to use my talents to respond to diocesan person­
nel needs. I also saw this assignment as an opportunity to ad­
vance and broaden my own pastoral experience. It has been 
that and more, for to my surprise this little parish has been an 
enormous challenge. I won1!_ go :into details. I have learned 
some lessons here and I hope I have helped the parishoners. 
There are really three parishes here: the yotirig· i:niddle-:-agers 
who were disciples of Kloep·fer. Radigan and Perkins (they came 
here from St. Judes) who are vocal leaders; the quiet-in-the-pew 
people many of whom are senior citizens and some young families 
busy with children; the blacks who fall into the last category ex­
cept for the many who are yet to be evangelized. For all of its 
variety. and potential, I wonder that so few priests applied to be 
pastor here, for it is very interesting. 

In closing I once again request you to- search for and return 
the test results you promised me; and in exchange (!) here is ·a 
new set (these you may keep). Oh yes·, th'ankyou fo::;:- helping 
Fr. Ratiu get his nice assignment which he is enjoying; the people. 
seem to be very happy with him already. May God bless you. 

Sinperely in Christ, 

I h-- f3i£f ~ 
~-
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October 13, 1982 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

By now you may know from Fr. D0nnelly that I declined to 
accept to be spill'itual director for the diocesan pro:-; life people. 
In partial explanation for this, I refer to the past eight years 
when I supported this program and my ~nvolvement was above 
and beyond ordinary·. parish duties, and this certainly can be con­
sidered my contribution to the pro-life cause. :. 

I had hoped that the ladies in the pro-life program would 
now turn to Fr. Arseneau as a guide , for they are under his office. 

I also have another suggestion in this regard. I realize that 
the studies in St. Louis which I have attended are a good preparation 
'for helping the pro- life people, and therefore I repeat my suggestion 
to you that the diocese send along a second fellow to the medical­
moral conference in the spring. I have already given a complete 
set of the materials from the· first seminar to Joe Tapella, and he 
passed a second set on to another priest. Perhaps one of them 
could go to St. Louis in the spring, and be interested in pro-life. 

Let me take a little more of your time to report that I found 
the pastor's program put on by the continuing education of clergy 
(NOCERC) at Techny to be most practical and I'm glad you urged 
me to attend. 

It may dismay you to hear about one thing I learned at the 
conference! They administered a psychological test and interpreted 
the results for each of us: a person could fall into l ·out of 16 
different categories of 'personality type', ranging though such 
types as 'journalist' , 'administrator', 'fieldmarshal' and so on. 
I belong in the class research scientist. This is no surprise to me, 
rather it confirms what I have eome to realize more and more during 
the past eight years of pastoral ministry as I felt a conflict of interests. 
In any case, I consider it good to manifest myself to you , so you 
m:ay !know the mind and heart of this priest. 

I hope in the future to discuss with you how things are going 
here at Sacred Heart . I had thought it would be a light assignment 
but instead it has fully occupied me~ and taught me several lessons. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. William D .. Virt ue 

RECEiVED DC i 1 4 1984 

-' ~·-----------------------
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I a~ writina vou in regard to the situation which has arisen 
since your arriv~lvat Sacred Heart Church and , in particul2r , to 
t!H' Parish Council meetins on November 2 . Since there has beer. <::. 
Parir:!". s~;:.tr.r. il at S:t.cred ~!r.r.::- : :'8r twenty- two years and since 
Eishn~ Ime~ch has ordered all parishes in the Joliet Diocese to 

000223 

form a Parish Council if they do not have one, I find it inconceivabl~ 
that you entered the Parish without knowledge of t he existence of 
the Sacred Heart Parish Council. Also, since the Bishop has set U? 
._. sn~cifi c forr::r.1 t for the or~a.niz2. tion of these Parish Councils: 
d:?,s cr5.bul in "Parish Co unci 1-- Obj ec ti ve~ a nd Vision," I cE nnot 
c-o!:'lT'!'eh :, r~~ how you , ?.. parish priest under the jurisdiction of th"" 
3iEhon of th~ Joli~t Diocese , can arbitrarily decide that SacrcA 
:r\!ar-:· w~ 11 not follow the required guidelines merely because y~; '-' 
do not Rnree with them . This attitude would seem to constitut2 
gro~s insubordination to your immediate superior in the Church. 

You have consistently thwarted a.ll attempts by Council mP,mbers 
se6king discussion of and input into parish decisions despite 
reueated uromises that vou would allow the Council to function as 
it. shoulC.~ Your arrogance and unwil lingness to compromise have led 
to a stifline of movement toward parish goals by the Council, as 
well C\.s the d.r.i ving away of Council members and parishioners . While 
you cle>.im that Council members have resigned for reasons other than 
- _ .,.,.. l .:r ~er~~h:.,.. , no1, o.:- m.::>l"'lbers "'hn 'nave re~~r.-n.::>d or "'"~"P a,._'"'l' ..... 
.:: I !.. - ~(.' .1 o'":.! .-_: ~ <- ~ ..- . l. .1,. ! . _ ~"' - l\,.. ,.. ~ .;< ~..L& - • . (;.1'.-. - UV I\.; 

C- ·r 2:.i i[r., h•ill cle<·'xly infc:::-m you that your actions and behavior 
c the ca. use. Youz- clc-~.im that you would like to see Sacred Heart 

no ~ only survive but also grow in size is sharply contradicted by 
vot.:r ac tions 'Nhich have driven five of fourteen Council members an,~. 
~umerous n~~ishioners from Sacred Heart , with another five or more 
Cou~cil 8;rnbers ready to resign. While you s~y you want the Coun~i J 
t0 do o.ll the wo:r-k of the r~rist , yoc are operatin=:- in a counter­
pro-j.ucti ve rn.:?.nner. You complained that it was unfair of Council 
members to confront you with the questions of the November 2 Council 
meeting without providing you with a copy in advance, but you co;r1e 
to Parish Council meetings regul arly with decisions made by you 
without consulting with or informing Council member!: in c>.dvance . 
J:' you ha:i 'been provided e_ copy of the questions i.n a dvc.nce yo ~.;. 
vTO!..lld hc:VP. developed a series of rambling non-ans\.,rgrs to t he 
specific_ questions simil ar to those which you have provided us to 
past questions a.bout parish issues f A majority of the Council feel~ 
you will not give c. direct and honest answer , will not provide the 
sources of your advice on parish problems, or will tell us one thing 
and then reverse yourself and do the opposite as you have done so 
many times in the past . Council members fee l that t hey have 
compromised as much as they can in an effort to save the parish 
while you have not - they fee l that they must listen carefully to 
your sermons at l.lass in order to be cued in on what surprise decision 
yon will drop on them at the !"•ext Council meeting . The sermon on 
"people are more important than things " preceding the housing of 
"P-> ther Bucciferro and the sermon on the value of leisure which was 

~, _Jarently meant to justify your life style are but tvvo examples. 
unlike Father John, you can request prayers for the poor but cannot 
provide rent money or a part- time job for a refugee and his family , 
a~ exhibition of total hypocricy . 
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, . ··. · ' ·-!·-: .; u· t :~on o :; your pr:!.orl t.1 es ~, .3 a !);ir l ~! J ad:rnn.1strator. .1 ?. ; 

::;"till Bv • ...:. lt~~ r!:: -:"!. response to my letter of July 6, w.hi(:h raised scriou:::. 
n. tion::; about the future of the Council and thP. parish - anuarentlv 
-;.._ ., · leisure activities have nrevented vou from :r-es'l)ondi ne;. 

4 

Unles3 v 

th0. rP are V~St differences in~the respo~sibilities of administrators 
a nd ~~~tors~ thGre is a widespre~d feeling throughout the p~rish 
th ~ ~ vou are not as accessible as you should be and that so~e of vou~ 
leisure Rctivities are questionable . Your failure to perform the" 
marriage ceremony of a parishioner after conducting the pre-Cana 
conferences surely did not encourage increases membership in the 
parish, despite the excuses for your absence which you made . Saying 
three I•~asses 0!1 the weekend and saying one I"•iass a month at Sunny Hill 
he.rdly s ~ efl1s taxing the time of a :parish administratoro kany of the 
parishioners question why you are never available at the rectory 
when they cn.ll or wh:y it takes you so lone: to respond to thc:-i ~ .... 
m::;ssa.ges. 

There are also some disturbing complaints from parishion~rs 
received by Council members. While these may be gossip or rumor, 
their persistence is a negative factor in the parish. While you 
wrote off your comments on attending a singles' bar and writin~ 2. 
book, "From Priest to Playboy," as humor, few parishioners laughed. 
Thes e comments from the altar merely reinforced the complaints about 
your lejsure time activities . There are complaints that you have 
been observed with teens riding motorcycles and whistling at young 
girls, t hat you frequently attend beer parties with teens, and that 
yo~ hav~ ble sse~ bottles of beer while under the influence, While t(_ .. -:.:e ch:;.rses m~y or m~ ::- not be true: their repi tition is both 
e .rrassing and detrimental to parish morale, parish memberships 
and hopes of dTav;inr; new parish members. ~our frequent presenc~ 
At the Joliet Beach Club and your behavior there, specifica lly a 
life guard' s statement thB.t you were almost "beached" because o:f:' 
horseplay on the r a ft, has also been criticized. There were a ls0 
charees that you end some teens were halted while attemptin& tn 
scale the fence fo~ a moonlight swim a.fter the Joliet ::aeach Cl'..l.b 
h~1 cl closed. Whe·ther these actions pccurred or not is unimportant -
the important concern lies in the fact that parishioners believe 
they occurred and th~t the stories are being circulated throughout 
the parish, leading tc parishioner defection and a negative influence 
on the attraction of new members. While your personal life is indeed 
yo~;r own business, it m:.tst be kept personal and not public - some 
discretion should be utilized to prevent scandalous stories whether 
they be true or false. -

In reaction to the problems expressed previously, I will not 
resign from the Council as several other members have, but I will 
not participate in the activities of the parish until there are some 
drastic changes in the philosophy toward and authority of the Council. 
If you f~el, as you said, you were "stuck" with the existine; Council, 
then it 2s your respoLsibility to alter the situation. You have the 
options of' disbandine the pres~nt Council and appointing nev1 Council 
members (if you can find any willing to serve), changing your current 
a tt.i tude to','lard the Council, or passing leadership of' the parish to 
~ · other pastoral leader . You have made the comment that you were 
utl.._omforta ble as a parish administrator and would rather be all owed 
to spend yo ur time authoring books gn various aspects of Christianity. 
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~nver~.l Gounc1l members ana par1sh1one~s have ~xpresseo tne op~n1on 
·" ·::tt it mieht be better fer the continued existence ar.d gr ov1th of 

: ~ :parh:!:. if you would do that and would b<> replacec! by some ethel~ 
priest who w~s more interested in serving as a pastoral le:=~der , 
r:or:-'3 priest \ 'ihO wa ~ ;Till in ...,. to follow diocesan rru5 de l ines fo :::-
Parish Council opn:ra tion . "'oespi te your efforts...., t o blarne the prob1.e!r.s 
of the nc:.risn entirely on the Cou:r.cil members , the burden of guil t 
re~ts wlth you and the future of Sacred Heart is £irmly in your hands . 

Sincerely , 

cc : Bisher Imesch 

l 
' 
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Nov. 17, 1982 

Dear Bill, 

Thanl\:you for your letl(~r. [ note LIHtt yon <1S1<. ;:~bout a rnply lo 
your lc.:~tttH· of June Glh. L did not wrilc lo you bu l l ut:l<nowledgcd 
the communic~lt.ions I rece i vcd from the counc.il members in .resronse · 
to my q uestionairc: r publiqally Llwnked all of you tor,_ your arisw~-r-::;. 
And hopeful~y some of the questions you in turn iai~ed hav~ b~eri 
answered ai)d will be answered at future parish council meeting~. 

It is for this reason that I am glad you say you wili remain . a 
pa~is4 c;ouncil member. · 

In regard to your Nov. 14th lett~r, I wish to observe t'Q,O t~ngs: 
First, the amazing ptgpbi3r of tenps like 11 all 11 , "always'', ''n~ver:', 

etc .. and their frequency se~ms to me to reduce the letter t o .a ~e:des 
of over_g~neralizations. (~qt tp mPntio~1 any fallacies). . · . 

Second, although I will not confirm or deny, or defen~ the items 
of a personal nature ·- t he· part of the letter which was more speciftG :­

. I ·cannot help · but w(:m"de•r if you:r· 1no tive t"las really to . teii· the bishop 
'look at this priest who is an ogre to his council and a lecher in his 
private life 1 ! 

But I absolutely refrain from concluding that your cheif intention 
was t0 tell him such. for if that hncl bc~cn so, [ urn s ure-! you would havn 
been honest enough to simply addres~ tbu letter to hlru, .rather. than 
to me as an occasion of really speakinp; to him. 

Therefore I continue to trust in your sincerity, believing that 
by writing about these matters you hope to help me grow as admini­
strator here, for the good of the parish. 

I also am confident that your contributions to the priority and 
goal-setting in the future at parish council meetings will provide me 
with the direction I need in my administrative role . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr . William D . Virtue 
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Dear Bishop Imesch , 

Enclosed is a copy of my reply to letter, of 
which a copy was sent by him to you. 

As he i s only one of the several very dissatisfied parish council 
members (a number of them quit), you may ask, "What's the problem, 
Fr. Bill?" Here is how we are t!1)i'ing to answer iti •.at our level. 

Of t he approximately six parish council meetings since I am here , 
we have not yet come to the discussion of the guideline book let :an'd to 
t he setting of parish goals. Instead, mos t of the meetings have been. 
consumed with parl!iculanissues and a general complaint that I am not 
consulting the council members in my decisions about the particular issues . 
At almost every meeting, I urged the coucil members to get on to the 
business of discussing the guideline book and beginning to form a vision . 
They did not realize that if and when they did this work, t hen they 
would have the very power they claim I am not granting them. One of 
the parish council members, a practicing psychologist, m'ade this very 
point at a meeting . · 

Finally, because they would not get to this business of setting 
parish goals (instead of complaining in particular cases that I did not 
consult them), and because not a single member attended any of the 
parish council educational programs to inform them of their du:ties , I 
asked the president to invite Br. Glos to come to them. He did come 
to our last meeting, observed, and then made very objective· comments. 

I can only paraphrase my own understanding of what he said, in 
my own words: "The pastor as administrator has to make decisions, 
and will continue to make them on some basis. Until the parish council 
does its work of setting priorities, t he pastor has no directive from them, 
and his rationale for the allocation of time, talent, and money will be 
based on his own grasp of what is in the best interests of the parish.­
When he is left in this vacuum of no d~ective, his decisions may in the 
best of circumstances at times conflict with the wishes of others, or 
appear to ignore their wishes. But when the council sets priorities, 
then his administrative decisiors will be easier 1 for they will simply follow .11 

I hope that this challenge and more education (to which Br. Glos (ae I h ave ) 
:repeatedly urged them - to at tend formation sessions on parish <::ouncils) 
will be lheeded and make my life easier! In the meantime I shall continue 
to make adminietrative decisions about contracts, etc., which have time 
limit imperatives. 

Speaking of time I their grumbling and delay at getting to this 
goal-setting work has tried my patience. Those who quit 'the council 
may have been impatient with me, but I M least haven't walked away 
from it. T he journey is not easy for any of us. But tbe couricil who 
i s called to see the vision of a new land has made it hard for me, indeed 
I feel like Moses who observed, II •• :.. the men •.. sent to reconnoiter the land 
and who on returning had set the whole ·community grumbling against him. 
by spreading discouraging reports ... 11 (Nu .14: 36) . . At times· of ~r~stration 
Moses also 11 ••• t:ried out to the Lord, r.what shall I do wi tb· this people? A ­
little more and they will stone me ! n (Ex. 17:4). ·May t he Lord go with 
us on this journey , and he is our Eucharistic companion . 

Sincerely in Chris~/ 

fv , ~ · II iv-t::r;U_ 
- Fr . William D. Virtue -\VCQ HOV ., REC\:.lYJ,.o . . 
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I reluctantly write to inform you of a serious and potentially 
destructive situation which now exists within Sacred Heart parish. 
Since the arrival of Father Bill Virtue as administrator of the 
parish, conditions within the parish have rapidly and seriously 
deteriorated,· One of the major reasons for this situation is the 
action, or inaction, of Father Bill in his role as administrator. 

For the last twenty-two years . there has been an active Parish 
Council at Sacred Heart . While Father John Kloepfer was pastor at 
Sacred Heart the Parish Council operated harmoniously and construc­
tively and there was tremendous morale on the Parish Council. This 
has drastically changed since the arrival of Father Bill , While 
previous maj,or decisions for Sacred Heart were made democratically 
after full and open discussion by Council members during Father 
John's pastorate, all major decisions are now made solely by 
Father Bill without any Parish Council input and then presented to 
the Parish Council for approval . The Parish Board does not have 
the opportunity to discuss or advise Father Bill on the decisions 
but are merely asked to ••rubber stamp•• actions to which he has 
already committed the parish. While Father John always told the 
Council members that they, not he, should make the decisions because 
they were the parish, Father Bill refuses to allow the Council any 
meaningful role or responsibility in decision-making. While Father 
John instructed Council members to follow the format for Council 
organization in the "Parish Council: Objectives and Vision" booklet 
as directed by the Bishop, Father Bill criticizes this booklet as 
being too liberal and too democratic and demands that his views on 
Council organization be followed. While he originally claimed he 
made the decisions on his own because he was unaware of the existence 
of a functioning Parish Council (even after he was present at Parish 
Council meetings), he continues to make all decisions on his own 
despite the fact that he was specifically informed of the displeasure 
of the Council for such decisions and the desire of the Council to 
be advised and to have the opportunity to discuss and advise on such 
decisions be~ore they were made. While he has been apologetic in 
making these independent decisions, he nevertheless continues to make 
them. The Parish Council . has expressed a willingness to work with 
Father Bill for the betterment of Sacred Heart but he continues to 
display an arrogance toward and an unwillingness to compromise with 
the Council. The end result has been frustration of Council members 
to the point where the fourteen-member Council has had five resig­
nations and faces the possibility of an additional five resignations, 
including my own~· These members are not only leaving the Council 
but are leaving the parish as well - a large number of parishioners 
who have been active in the parish have also sought spiritual 
guidance elsewhere. In short, this indicates not only the destruction 
of a Parish Council but also a probable end to Sacred Heart. When 
you said r~ss at Sacred Heart , you stated you would like to see the 
parish continue to exist and to expand and flourish. Under the current 
circumstances this cannot occur and the parish faces an early demise . 
If you really meant what you said, I feel you must soon take some 
remedial action. 
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The problems at Sacred Heart began with the dismissal of Sister 
~~rianne Saieg, an action which stunned both the Council and the 
parishioners. Sister Marianne was a dedicated worker who was tirelass 
in her duties, many of which she voluntarily assumed and which are 
now not being carried out because of her absence. While Father Bill 
cited a personality conflict as the reason for dismissal, many 
Council memb.ers feel the real reason was that her energetic approach 
to parish ac~ivities conflicted sharply with his leisurely life 
style and drew unfavorable comparisons. When a replacement was 
sought to perform the duties of Sister Marianne with regard to 
C.C.D classes. Father Bill not only hired ·a person without consulting 
the Council or the Religious Education Committee but also set a salary 
at a higher level than Sister ~arianne received despite the fact ~he 
replacement is fulfilling only a small fraction of Sister ~~rianne ~ s 
duties, again without informing the Council in advance. 

The housing of Father Bucciferro in the Oasis was also presented 

(
to the Council as a surprise. While the Council would have agreed to 
this situation and has now accepted the situation, the fact that no 

1 information was given beforehand is still resented. The number of 
/ times this surprise approach to parish decisions has occurred is 
1 almost endless. All the Council desires is to be informed of and I to have some input in the decision-making process before decisions 
·\ are finalized - Father Bill, despite repeated promises to do so. 

refuses to grant that request. 

Father Bill has delivered a number of sermons on the meaning 
of Christianity which have been eloquent, though possibly better 
suited to a theology class than a church setting. He speaks in 
theological generalizations rather than practical applications of 
Christianity. While parishioners are asked each week to pray for 
the poor, Father Bill blatantly refused the request by two Council 
members for assistance to a refugee family despite the fact the father 
was unemployed and the family was about to be evicted. The parish 
is in need of a part-time custodian but Father Bill refus-ed to hire 
this unemployed refugee (even though the Council had approved hiring 
someone for the position) because he claimed the man was not 
technically oriented and would probably ruin all the tools and 
equipme-nt in the parish. This refusal occurred despite the fact 
that the man had been hired part-time and successfully worked for 
a Council member and despite the fact that Father Bill had given 
a sermon a few weeks earlier on the theme that "People Are More 
Important Than Things." This reflects Father Bill's general 
pattern of saying one thing but doing the opposite , of providing 
a pious, dedicated attitude toward Christianity in church but 
failing to carry out those beliefs in practice. 

Of grave concern to Council members is the lack of time spent 
by Father Bill on parish responsibilities. While he says ~ass on 
Saturday evening and twice on Sunday morn~ng and says Mass at Sunny 
Hill once a month, he does- little else within the parish. He has 
given a sermon on the value of leisure and apparently practices what 
he preaches. He does not visit parishioners at Sunny Hill or in the 
local hospitals {as Father John and Sister Marianne always did), and 
is rarely in the rectory when parishioners telephone or go there. 
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programs or problems, promising to get back to them but never doing 
so. Unless there is some basic difference in the role of adminis t rator 
as opposed to that of pastor, there are justifiable doubts by Council 
members and parishioners about Father Bill's leisure time. 

More distressing than the amount of leisure time is the way in 
which that leisure time is being used. Father Bill has incorporated 
in his sermons comments about attending a singles' bar (Bentley's 
Pub) and about his desire to wri t e a book titled "From Priest to 
Playboy." On questionning, he commented that these statements were 
merely an attempt at humor - many parishioners were appalled and 
did not laugh. Reinforcing these statements are complaints from 
parishioners to Council members of Fat her Bill's activities rather 
than merely statements. While these reports may be gossip, hearsay, 
or rumor, the persistence of them leads to serious concern. He is 
a frequent visitor to the Joliet Beach Club and is said to have 
been almost "beached" when he was involved in horseplay involving 
pushing other persons off the raf t into the water. He was also 
stopped with a number of te·enagers from attempting to climb the 
fence at the Beach Club for a moonlight swim loP~ after the facility 
was closed. There have been reports of his riding around wit h a 
teenager on a motorcycle and issuing "wolf whistles" to teenage 
girls. There have been numerous reports of his presence and 
participation in driP~ing parties with teens, including one which 
claimed he was under the influence and was blessing the beer. I do 
not know if these allegations are true or false, but their presence 
seems detrimental to the parish, the Parish Council, and the 
Joliet Diocese. Sacred Heart Church ca~~ot expect converts and 
gro'v'Tth if this is the accepted image of its spiritual leader. 

I, along with several other Council members, am a lifelong 
member ·of Sacred Heart. I was baptized there, received First 
Communion there, went to school t here, was Confirmed there, served 
as an altar boy there, and continue to have a deep emotional 
attachment to the parish. I would like to see the parish continue 
and grow and would be very upset if the parish were to die. I 
would be even more upset, however, if the parish is allowed to be 
killed. 

I have included a copy of a letter to Father Bill which I have 
sent as a last attempt to maintain the Parish Council a t Sacred 
Heart and to maintain Sacred Heart. While the wording may seem 
rather strong and, possibly, disrespectful, previous conversations 
and letters to Father Bill have met with little improvement of the 
situation of no response. ww let ter t o Father Bill is a last resort 
in trying to preserve the Parish Council and Sacred Heart Parish. 

Respectfully, 
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Dear Bishop Imesch, 

Thankyou for our conversation last week. 

Here in the parish I sense a groundswell of support for my 
leadership from people fed up with the few individuals (five or six) 
whose agitating has become obnoxious. 

I remain concerned about another element . the progressives 
who had found a haven here but whose expectations I haven't met. 
They are not trying to force anyone's hand, but are drifting away . 
Another kind of priest might make them feel they belong. 

Naturally, I enjoy the blacks because many are not oppressed 
with a middle-class work ethic, but have preserved leisure. 

And frankly. I am dismayed at the prospect of succeeding here, 
for there is a great amount that could Q.ccupy me, and you now know 
that I lean in another direction at this t ime : to study. Fulfilling 
my duties here would keep me from concentrating and following up 
the lines of discovery of my mentors. Yet, although my psychological 
test indicated 'research scientist', it was not so strongly as to exclude 
entirely the active, pastoral life which I love and which holds me to 
the diocesan priesthood . 

The balancing of study and activity has not been easy for me, 
and this tension is part of the problem of my assignment changes . 

There is also my personal need of a more affective life. This 7 
coincides with the conditions of research , for the s tudy of truth . 
moves the heart to joy (which is what affectivity is all about). 

Very different from this healing milieu is the emphasis on 
effectivity which I noticed at the 'w~by the priest from the 
House of Affirmation. This is why --considered that priest 
and place to be in conflict with authentic affirming living . This is 
why I did not respond to your time-use evaluation approach, for I / 7 have used a rigid instrument for this in previous assignments and 
have n ow deliberately avoided it m order to reduce stimuli for energy · 

For such reasons I have requested that you put me in a small 
country parish (that might otherwise have· to be closed or reduced 
to a mission). A sacrifice in salary is sometimes part of the package . 

In the face of the present priest shortage the general practitioner 
is most needed, and there is irritation towards priests clamoring for 
specialized ministry. Where is the sense of the needs of the whole 
people of the diocese? You see the larger picture. 

I hope you believe in my case that this request is not a matter 
of selfish self-affirmation. It is not that I can't be as ' fulfilled' in 
parish ministry as in study and writing. 

Rather, it is an accountability to God for the gift of my teachers 
and the handing on to t he Church what they offer her. This is a 
bold aim for one without academic degrees or proof of ability, and 
insofar as you have not bee'n introduced to these particular writings 
I cannot expect you to make a judgmen t about their worth. In an 
effort to help you trust them and 
of the book I have been edit ing for 

I may be a t horn in your side, my persis t ent request , 
and despoite your insistence that it is unrealistic utilization of . 
diocesan personnel, I still believe you are open to what I am asking: 
" ... the words I speak are not spoken of myself; it is the Father who 
lives in me accomplishing his works" (Jn. 14:10). 
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You already objected, 11but isn't the Holy Spirit speaking through 
me too! 11 (in your Episcopal Office). You were commenting on how a 
priest can justify his proposal by appeal to divine guidance. while at 
the same time seeming not to grant the same privilege to. you in your 
decisions to which the priest may not be open. 

I consider that I have been responsive to your will, and in fact 
have tried it your way by fully engaging myself here . But this has 
in fact only confirmed for my personal life the prior foundational need ) 
for a more affective life in order to be fully restored. The__alternat-i~ 
is a career caught up in activities t h at distract from an (~~r -~r:~~s; . _) 1 

Perhaps it will comfort you to know that I have read·~ 
through the following passage from "The Eternal Priesthood 11 by Henry 
Cardinal Manning: 

"There is yet in a priest's life another danger .. . the having too little 
to do.. .. Not to have a sufficient demand on his powers to call them 
out into activity is the reason on the inertness and incapacity of many 
a priest who is capable of great effort and of high attainment . There 
are two things which bring out into activity the powers that lie hid in 
men . The one is a great force of will which makes a man independent 
of external stimulus . The other is the tax which is laid upon him by 
duty and responsibility. Few have such force of will.... Sometimes 
men who, as students or clerics. promised great works for the Church 
have been placed by necessity in a sphere so narrow that their powers 
have had little to call them out. Such a sphere was too limited for 
their z'eal. But in saying this we must not forget the words of St. 
Charles : that one soul is diocese enough for a Bishop. In counting 
by number we lose sight of the worth of each single soul. This would 
give work enough to a priest in the scarcest flock . But this conviction 
needs much reflection and force of will. The effect of inactivity on 
most men is relaxation, and a love of ease. A small mission becomes 
a Sleepy Hollow, and the priest too often a harmless lotus- eater. First~ 
time is wasted, and then p owers waste themselves; as muscles not used 
grow weak, sO. the brain and the will grow inert and torpid. A vigor­
ous man will make his own work. Time never hangs heavy on his hands. 
He will make work when none i s made for him. Priests who have only 
a handful of souls may become theologians and authors. and may serve 
t he Church more lastingly by their writings than by their activity .. 
Leisure and tranquillity are two necessary ~:mnditions for sacred study.· 
And, as St. A ugtistine said [and Fr . Ratiu translated for me]. "The 
love of truth seeks leisure; the requirements of this lov:e will 'receive 
a just settlement . How great a burden if not imposed on anyone, . but· 
we must have leisure to understand and intuit · the truth . . " (De Civ. Dei) 

Let me conclude by dr·awing these three· requests togetber: to have I 
time for study' to be in an affective enmonment., and to. have duties· in a : 
small country parish . I think what I am really saying to you is 1fhartt some- · 
times· you will let go of me in order to have me . · 

I' 

s5~Iy ;;;;t(/~ 

Fr. William D . Virtue 

Copy to personnel director, Bishop Dan Ryan 
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Those who reform or renew the seminary, as well as faculty 
and seminarians themselves. would do well t o heed the profound 
truth spoken by Fr. Daniel W. Martin to a group of candidates 
for the priesthood: 11lt is not insti_lu tions which give .meaning to 
men . but men who give mean.in g to institutions. •• Somelim~s it is 
not the structures that a.n:} imperfect.. lJut the human beings who 
h:1 vc (ailed to understand and implemenl what _may be basically 
sound principles of formation. T he essays by F-r . Martin remind 
us of lhe fundamentally valid structur(:)s of seminary life that we 
can revitalize by once again giving them meaning . 

On the other hand , some elements of the seminary framework 
have been defective, and Dr. Conrad W. Baars offers us reasonable 
explanations of the problems and helpful correctives . The seminary 
institution as it developed after Trent admirab1y served the Church. 
However, insofar as it contained flaw s from the start, these "became 
more harmful in proportion as the seminary system became more 
nfficient nnd opernlive as <.'l formation program. The two most serious 
flaw::; were u repressive anthropology and a volnntarist notion of 
authority . The first stems from a mistaken fear of human emotions; 
the second was a result of the counter-reforma tion emp basis on 
obedience. A t hird flaw was the academi.c formalism that destroyed 
the vitaUty of scholastic philosop hy and theology . This t oo was in 
pnrt a reaction of orthodoxy to the protestant movement , but its 
rigidity defeated it in the face of the rise of science and moderp 
philosophies. Dr . Baars comments on each of these issues , and 
cautions us about the present seminary programs some of which are 
an over-reaction to the above flaws! 

There is a tendency· today ,• he warns, for emotions to be given . 
preminence over reason and will, with a consequent subjectivism _and · 
situationalism, if not outright hedonism. There is also a tendency to 
replace authentic" authority with a di.rectionless fraternalism or an 
i.ncli vi dualism w!Jich looses sjght o [the common good. And. fit'! ally, 
there is a lack~~ntellectua l orde·r- and a consequent unstable ground 
which tends to make philosophy and lheo1ogy the victim of fashions 
and ltleo1ogies. 

The flato/ S in the past semm~ry systein :.\l.T.ere '"grave caljses q( toe ··.. . . 
twentieth century crisis in the Church, and: the new1y ir:ii_roduc~ct" :. 
flaws will -perpetuate t hat crisis, -or even trrpvoke a ·sep_eiate ~e,v·c:risis. 
The post-Vatican II renewal of Hie Church - ha~ ipVited at~forn1 of:the 
seminary, and while the programs are 'still s8mewhat in flux . a~d ooen .: .. 
to ·change, we offer the principles and recociimen.dati')ns _present~_:d. in · 
thl s book as suggestions for part of t he new order of seminary fcir~afio~ . 

Whi1e most of the essays are by Dr. Baars and Fr. ·Martin. -there · 
;,tr~ supplcmcn lary c:ontribu tions from .Tncques . Maritnin. Fr ... Willian 
A. J. Duynstee C~sn . and Mar y Hosera Joyce .. as well as the editor 
whosP- posthumous completion of: t he writings of Dr. Baars and editing 
of Fr. M::t rtin's essays hopefully does nnt betray but is faithful to their 
iol:t;nUons. 

T lw th.in king of all t.hc contributors is rooted in au authenti.c thomi.:::tic 
metaphysics of exis.lence. Cenlral lo the themes in this book is the 
distinction between -bein g and doing, between affectivity and effectivity . 
Also fundamental i.s t he underlying personalist direc tion which is a step 
beyond the classical formulation. Admittedly,''We see farther because we 

sLand on Lhe shoulders of giant s" .(Bernardus Sylvestris). And, as 
Ma r y Joyce has suggeste d , we ar.e simply making explicit the intuitive 
t ruths held _in t he heart of the Church . 

-.ret) c......._~.., .... ~~ .. '-'-·~~ .. ..__....,;. ___ ... ___ ~· ·-- .. 

. ~ . . 

-·~ ' ... 
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I. Purpose of tho Seminary 
In traduction 

A. The Church and the Seminary -D. W. Martin 
1. The Chutch Is Christ 
2. Saints By Baptism 
3. Contact with Christ 

B. On Seminaries and Vocations" Pope Paul J V 
C. The Vocation of a Seminarian - D . W . Mar tin 

1. Call to Priesthood 
2. Caricature of Vocation 
3. Personal Call 
4. Call To Action 
5 . . Lost Vocations 
6. Active Apostolate 

II. Emotiona! and Moral Formation 
Introduction 

A. The Crisis in the Priesthood -C. W. Ba3.rs 
1. A Caution on Finding Fault ci W. VirtuP. 
2 . Some Causes of the Present Crisis 

a. Faulty Transmission of Aquinas ' Teaching 
b. Faulty Interpretation of Biblical Texts 
c. Faulty Asecetical·-Moral ThP-fllogy 
d . Faultv Home a Socio-Economic Conditions 

B. The Ecolog~; of Human Emotions 
1. The Human Psyche 
2. HepressiYe Neuroses 
3. Therapy and Ascesis 
Two Ext;·enws: e.\'el~pts fPom .lncqut:>.~ \frwitain 

·'.4. Dr~prh·;1tion Neurosis 
~ _5. Now prob lem of the Spoiled Priest 
~ ('\. ,'!<, ffirmitH! Livi!l e 
[ '1. Hc•;OnlintJ.ndatlon .... s for Sc!minaxius 
~ 8. A Prie::;t for ::lll Seaons 
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C. Assertiveness and Fortitude 
J. The A sscrtive· Drive 
2. Consequences of Rep-rrJssjon of Anger 
3. Man - A Fighter · 
4. The Virtue of Fo:rtit udn 
5 . Com:-age., Hate , and An~ur · 
6. Love Is Not Enough · : 
7. A Time for Love. -A. T1rne for Haw 
8. The Imitation of Christ 
9. Forgiveness 

D. The Psychology of Obedience 
1 .. Complexity of Obedience 
2. Req uisites on the part of the subject 

a. Openness and receptivity 
·b . Feeling of security 
c. Recognition of one ' s limitations 
d. realization of one'·s dependence 
e . Respect for authority 

3. Obedience and Compensation 
4. Abnormal Types of Obedience 

a_ Servility 
b. Identification with one's superior 
c. submission resulting from repression 
d. abdication of responsibility 
e. obeying to shame others 

5 .. Purpose of Obedience 
6. So- called Fraternal Authority 
7. Req utsites on the part of the Authority 

a .. Benevolrmt and A ffjrmin g love 
b . .Respect for one"s sub jects 
c. Aboidance of ·Foolish. exc.esive commanrls 
d . . Prudence 

8. Development of Obedience 
8 . Maturity . the 'GoF.JJ. of O'bed]encs 

lO. Pedagogical Value of Hr>ward 
11. Pc~dagogic:al Value of Punishment 
12 . Philosophic1-1l Roots (i\•1uinas. Sc1.1tus . Sl.,rl!'nzl 
1 ~1 . Prt!dnminanc8 of Voluntarism 
l -l. ::;olut·ion 
15. Prob!em w.it'h thP. VohHHari;;t]c \'i fH\' 

.LH . nr~sulting At t1tudes 
l7. A nil udcs Toward Gnd ' -:: Lo~ \\' 
1. 8. Summation and Conclu s iC'ln 
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F. Freedom Under H ulr: 
J... Perfection inthn Seminary 
2,. ~ Self- determirw l:ion 
3~J. Intellectual Freedom 
4. Law and Self- fu1fillrnent 

- J) . W. Marl5n 

5. Common Goclcl <Jnd the Individual 
6. Common Good Jn Christ 
7. Freedom and Perfection 

III. Academic Formation 
A. The . Vocation Crisjs and the Seminary Curriculum 

- C . W. Baars & W. Virtue 
u. 0 B. Wisdom, :•.rand and Woman -Mary R. J:qyc.e 
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B. Thomas Aquinas College - School Bulletin 
In trod t.ictjon 
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i. The Great Books Vs. Textbooks 
2. Freedom Vs. Skepticism 
3. Personalism Vs. Humanism 
4. Liberal Arts Vs. Humanities 
5. Coilege Bulletin of Information 

a. Edt.tcation 
b. Curriculum . :E 
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1. The Seminary Curriculum - DW Martin 
2. Pl.:.mning and Use of Time 
3. The ~ !ethod of Study 
4. Note-taking 
5. P·roficiency in Hoadjng 
6. E;<atninations 

The .Se,·en Laws of Teaching 
1. The L8.w of fhe Teacher 
2. The LclW of the Learner 
3. The Law of Language 
4. The Law of the Lesson 
5. The Law of Teaching 
fl. The Law of Learning 

The Law of Hevi.p.w 

-J'M Gregory 
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.. IV. A;~stoii6'::.~~:;;~~-~~i~~~ '1--~~-~l <fhe Heart of ·Formation 

A > To<.·n~~·~i~~::.~·-io~~·· .···'-<.- ·._, . - nw Martin 
' . - . ~. . . .. . . .. ·. ... . ' ~·· , 

. · B. Th'e V~.d·u.e ··oi ,l.-eis-u!'e - -J Pieper 
1. ':.Wh:a:C.Lelsur.e ·O,Pposes 
2. ·:'The ·Need. for Leisure 
3. ··Leisure . In· Perspective 

·- ....... : .. 

c. TJ-ie 'P!:ay::~l: ::of the· Se~inarian - DW Martin 
1.-:·.:rhe 'Ce~<:J:rcil'Place of Prayer 
2. ·-vocgJ.:aJ1;a.~:Menta:1 Prayer 
3 . . Pr.es€ince of God 
4 . . 'Pra.yer ·a·nd Study 
5 . . c .ultivatJon of Prayer 

yolume II: · ·P1··ie.stly .Formation 

I. The Chur.ch.Jn ·Christ 
1. Definition .. of. the Question 
2, The Father . and the Church 
3. The C hr.ist and The Spirit 
4. The F.nther:.·.a·nd His Christ 
5. The Father110ocl of God 
6. God th-8 .F.at.her 
7. Moses,· Mediator ancl Savior 
8. Abrnham 

-DW Martin 

II. The Formation of Priests · -DIN MHrtin 
1 . A Trinitarian and Pastoral View · 
2. The Church as the Paschal Mystei·y 
3. The Prayer of the Priest 
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A. Th e EuGh:1 r·isl and t he Priest; -D W Martin 
Reflec tio11 s on The Second Vatican Council 

B . The Eucharist o f the Church -DW Martin 
1. Cen trDJlty of the Eucharist 
2. PubJic Li.fe and Preaching of Jesus 
.3 . Splril of lho l<ingdom 
4. Progress of Witness 
5. Climax and Failure 
6 . Toward the Cross and Eucharist 
7. Eucharist and Agon y 
8. Eucharist .and the Cross 
9. Real Presence 

10. Baptism and Eucharist 
11. The Fa.ther ' s Response 
12 . Eucharistic Body of the Church 

· 13. Euc:l1aristic Unity 
14. Eucharist , Spirit of the Kingdom 
15. Eucharistic Cehbacy 
16 . Eucharistic Pre sence to the World 

C . Eucllari stic Community - DW Martin 

D . The Chun;h- Eucharistic Community 
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1. Eucl1 ar istic Presence -DW Martin 
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2. Creative Word 
3. TlerJJ am] Physical Presence to the Church 
4 . .Real Presence to Mankind 
5. Trinitarian Presence 
6 . Eucharistic Act 
7. Eucharistic Ivlemorial 
8. Sacn~ments of Unity 
9. Eschatological Missjon 

10. Univer s;.\l Destiny 
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· IV. Scxuaii ly and J;'f.iest 

A. The Sucral .Nature of Sex - DW Martin 
1. Mystery ·.of Incarnated IntelliE!ence 
2. The · P.ri.m.br.diaJ Mystery 
:·L Sex and :Love· 
4. Sex-ari 4 ·sunc:ti.ty 
5. Sex-.~and '"Secrecy · 
6. P:de.stly .Celibacy . . . 

B. Pries tly Colibucy -ow Martin 

C . T he Question of Women Priests MaryR Joyce 
1 . Some Gomplexit~es . 
2. Tbe ·Syrnboilc .. Value of the Sacraments 
3. Stand~J1.g .in .the 'Place of Christ 
4. God's ;Persona] 'Dffference s 
5. Con fusion About Exclusion 
6. The Maleness of Christ 
7. Sexual In Every Dimension 

·8. Bride and Groom 
9. Pastoral Considerations 

D . The vo·cation of Mary w·. Duynstee 
(Introduction) 
1. Christ the New Adam 
2. Mary t he New Eve as Comoanion of the New Adam 
3. How· ·Did This Vocation Grow in ivlary 
4. -Meanin g of this Call: Participation in 

The Work of Redemption 
5. Relationship of Mary's Participation 

To Jesus's Work of Redemption 
6. Significance of This Idea fo r the Role of Women 
7. Marian Dogma's In the Light of this ldea 
Conclusion 
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O v. Alcoholism ;11 1 rJ I. he Pries t 
~ 
~ A . The Alcoholi.c Prkst -C . W. Baars 
C'\1 B . God /\s I Und<;rst.and Him -D. W. Martin 
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Al~o l~olism and H s Treatment - W. D. Virtue 
L The Physica l Dj sease of Alcoholism 

z 2. Tlw Treatrnunt of the Alcoholic 
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A . The Sevenfold Gift of the Holy Spirit 
-Exerpts from John of St. Thomas 

1 . The Nat ure of the Gifts 
2. Differences Between the Virtues and the Gifts 
3. The Individual Gifts 

B . Lord. That I May See 
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·OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

DIOCESE OF JOLIET 

Reverend Wil l iam Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
337 South Ottawa · Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60436 

Dear Bi l1 , 

000238 

December 14, 1982 

I r ecei ved your recent l etter and am grateful to you for sharing 
your thoughts with me. I know .that this letter is an attempt to make clearer 
for me some of the items which we discussed at our last meeting, and yet 
there are portions of your letter which are difficult for me to understand 
because of the words used or the thought expressed. 

Let me comment on some portions of your let.ter. I had the uneasy 
feeling, readi ng the ini tial paragraphs of your letter, that the support of 
some of the parishioners was being used as an indication of their approval of 
your policies and thei r oppostion to others in the ·parish who were not totally 
pleased . This may very well be the case, but such feelings are sometimes used 
by pr·iests to divide the community. It takes much more effort to unite a 
communi ty than it does to take advantage of a divisjon within it. I would 
hope that your energies would be to bring together the community at Sacred 
Heart. They have become a community over a number of years and I would not 
want those efforts to have been wasted. I cannot imag i ne ~tthat the so-called 
"progressives•• would be proposing that would not be able to be fu l filled in 
the parish. I also have some discomfort w.ith the stereo-typing of the 
blacks as being more inclined to leisure, s ince they have not been 110ppressed 
·with a middl e-class work ethic . 11 At times I feel that you have created such 
a chasm between \'IOrk and leiisure that you do not feel that there can be a 

· balance between them. Obviously, there is need for both, and it i s our task 
to integrate them in our own lives while not reducing the val ue of either. · 

Your letter expresses an attitude about the parish that you did 
not convey to me during our visit. There seems to be a sense of discourage­
ment about continuing at Sacred Heart . You do not feel that you are able to 
fulfill the ·requirements of ministry there, and still find time for le·isure 
and the pursuit of your academic interests. While I recognize that you have 

425 SUMMIT STREET. JOLIET. ILLINOIS o0435 

- - - ·-·- -··-· ... . ·-------
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a number of responsibilities there~ I find it difficult to believe that 
they are so numerous or burdensome that they would not allow you a good 
deal of time for study. I was under-the impression that most of your 
parishioners l ived at quite a distance from the church and would probably 
not have much occasion to make many demands on you·r time; outside of the 
weekend. To find a count~y parish that would have less responsibilities 
than Sacred Heart would indeed be difficult. I would-think that anything 
smaller than what you have will probably not be considered as an assign­
ment for a full-time priest. 

At the risk of inviting a lenghty response, I must also say 
that I do not understand what you mea~when ou say you must "be in an 
affectiv~ environment. 11 You ~aid tha considered "that priests 
and place to be in conflict with authent1c a 1rming living." I am aware 
of each persons need for affirmation, but I do not understand clearly 
what you are s~ying. Evidently you do not feel that Sacred Heart is an 
affectively fulfilling situation for you. 

I was rather surprised that you felt that the 1-10rkshop con­
ducted by 11111111111 had placed too heavy an emphasis on effectivity. 
As one. who~ with hundreds of priests and rel igious, I -..Joule! 
think that he is very much awa~e of the need for affectivity. 

Your letter seems to be a reques t to leave Sacred Heart 
parish. If that is the case, such a request should be addressed to the 
personnel board , _but there must also be a request for another specific 
assignment. Any request to be relieved of an assignment must include 

, with it a possible place of reassignment. 

I had hoped that you would begin to feel comfortable at 
Sacred Hea rt and would be able to find that there is sufficient time 
both for apostolic activity and creative research. The two are not 
incompatible or unattainable at Sacred Heart. While you have certain 
parochial responsibilities, you also have a good deal of time t hat may 
be used for personal choices. 

Perhaps I might make a suggestion in regard to your proposed 
book. Would it be worthwhile to contact Fa ther Wuerl, since he is the one 
you mentioned, to see whether there is any interest in your proposal? 
~Jhile I might see some va_l~~ in the work you are undertaki ng, I would think 
that the market would be s~.J'j- 1n:~<j:ed that the cost of publishing such a work 
\llould be proh ibitive . Pei·hhps Father Wuerl could offer you some suggestions 
or you might consider simply producing a paper. 
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Since you sent a copy of your letter t o Bishop Ryan, · I am al so 
sending him a copy of my reply. While I would be wil l ing to discuss these 
matters wi th you aga in at some future time, you mi ght find it worthwhile 
to speak about them with Bishop Ryan. It would be worthwhile to hear his 
views about your three requests. 

cc-Most Reverend Daniel Ryan 

Sincerely in Christ, 

0-r-p/_~ 
~t Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

----- -------- ·- -- - - - - ---- - - - - - -
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December 15, 1982 
~ 

Dear-: 

. Excuse my delay 1n acknowledging your letter of some weeks 
ago concerning Sacred Heart parish and Father William Virtue. I under­
stand some of the difficulties that you have been experiencing . It 1s 
not uncommon that a change in pastoral leadership brings with it a 
certain amount of difficalty. simply because of the di fferent styles 
of administration that are employed. A certain amount of time is 
necessary in order for the parish council members and the new pas.;tgi'" to 
come to an understanding of their relationship. The more the council 
and the pastor can speak together, the better chance they will h~ve of 
coming to a working relationship. 

I recognize that Father Vi.rtue has done somethings that.~ 
perhaps shoul d have been presented to the council first, but the council 
has also had some expectations that were excessive. 

I understand that Brother Bernard Glos has .been present 
at one of your meetings and has offered some suggestions. · i would hope 
that by pursuing these proposals a good working relationship between 
the pastor and the council can be attained. Both the pastor and the 
council should realize that some tension exists. and should try to 
foresee areas of fut ure possibl e conflict. T 

The tragic thing is that I believe both the pastor and the 
council want to do what is best for the parish, but the lines of 
communication are not very good. That will call for some patience and 
restraint. 

Your letter seemed to cont~·i. r~ a good number of statements 
that were based on rumor or hearsay. I do not li ke to accept such 
accounts as a basis for taking action. On the other hand, however, I 
f eel that jf th.e.re i s a verifiable complaint. it should be brought 
directly to the attention of the pastor. A priest must be held 
accountable for hi s behavior. In the event that the person bringing 
the complaint i s not satisfied wi t h the response , he or she is free to 
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... 
I would hope that you and the other council members would 

continue your efforts for the parish community. Little is accomplished 
when a person leaves a parish because of a disagreement. If chan:9es are 
to be made, they will only occur with the assistance of the parishioners. 

I appreciate your taking the time to write me, and I want 
to assure you of my concern over the issues you have raised. I have 
sp: o~n to Father Virtue about some of these matters, and I am confident 
there will be a11 ""1""mprovement. 

Sincerely in Chrsst, 

( _.' 
Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Biaaop of Joliet -· 

( 

--- -- --·· .. -----··-· - - --,_ .... ... . - -
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Dear Bishop Imesch, 
I 

Thankyou for your continuing interest in my concerns and J or 

218 .. -.· f 

)'Our patience! I am not seeking a reply to this !frt:ter, but wou;~d 
like to acknowledge your most helpf ul reruarl<s in your letter of Dec_. 14. 

, I 

You are right to say that a priest could exploit divisio'[l.s{ho:w~ver 
the five or six agitators here do not represent a "parish. division; as I 
see it. Hop efully if I talk with Bishop Ryan his suggestions or some 
mediation will help parish unity and community. 

It was not Sacred Heart I was referring to, but the House of Affirm­
ation that I meant when I wrote 1that place' may be in conflict with 

. authentic affirming living . Yo!'-ima not be 
and parting of ways between and 

· I was alluding to these differences . w ich were a cause of great anger. 
frustrat ion and disappointment to - a number of years ago . 

I do agree with you that what is needed is a balance of leisure and 
work. Perhaps at this time I overemphasize the former. But I h ave 
experienced signs that this approach is leading to personal growth. 
and this brii?gs me p~ace . For this grace I am particularly grateful to 

_ Our Lady of ~uadalupe . · 

My recent visit with you . and letter, may have been a seekin:g for 
affirmation of my research goals. and you have affirmed them within .. 
the context of my parish assignment and duties - . ._ ... ,. 

And I think there are grounds for saying that this parish also 
provides for leisure and an affective environment, espec ially if 1 hold 
to my_ 'prejudice' that blaclz people are mor~ leisurely and emotional : 
than whites (for the blacks have a different cultural history). · Let me 
add that evangelization of the neighborhood is still a priorify...,;and 1 
have ideas about this to discuss with our parish council· . . And thank-
you for the donation for the poor . · · 

\ . 
I appreciate your consideration of my concerns; I hope you do not 

·interpret these preoccupations of mine as Fr. Si.nsky did: as an inexcusable 
selfishness . It would be wonderful to be as unselfish as Fr .,· Sinl<sy., 
let me add, _for I respect that quality in him~ 

11For the record 11 • my last let ter to you repeated what I stated at 

. -

thE'! time of my ordination (to the personnel board): 1 prefer rura1 ministry-......._ ·. 
I have _t)otsoughtaspe~ific ass.ignxnent chang~ so much as to repeat myself. ..._ 
And finally, I'm glad you wrote to the Herald News and' defended the 
Bishops' right to free speech . 

Sincerely in Christ ~ and wishing you a leisurely Christmas, 

CPPY to Bishop Ryan ;;-.. /}.iet ~ 
Fr~ 

- - · ------·---- ---·----- --- - ------·-
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- r _.,..,.... On my owri I have studied the situation here and offer you 
.00:·.024 7 

c 

(. 

the following update of data, analysis , and a suggestion about 
the future of Sacred Heart Parish: . . 

-Of 160 active households, 91 are older people (many Italians) . 
-Of the $845. S~nday income, this group gives about $460. ·· . · 
-Oi the five marriages in .1982 , . two couples are parishoners .· _ 
-Of the baptisms in 1982, three. infants are parishoners. · 
-Of the 65 children in CCD next year , 14 will be in primary grades . 
-Of the about 20 active black households, 5 are older people. 
-On our money in the banl< we get about $14,500 a year interest . 
-On our $47,000 debt we pay little because one extravagant expense 
··is drainin.g .our budget. Although our 3 buildings are in excellent 
shape, an extremely inefficient old steam-boiler devours oil (as much 
as $8, 000. a year) . Any future manageable budget - as income will 
decline - requires a new steam-boiler (s) for the rectory:--church, at 
a cost of maybe $12,000 - quickly offset by future fuel l?avings.·. 

Regarding the black parishoners and evangelization of the · . 
neighbor hood: 

I think the black PCI;!'ishoners consider this to be an integrated 
Church and ~ight vie~ ~!1-iae.a-.e.f-=-a · predominantly black parish as 
r~gressive segregation . ~We are ·riot an inner-city all-black parish 
with black. culture M4 .liturgy as a baptist - or Catholic - black Church . 

. .The blacks here se~m·· to prE;lJ~r our milder liturgical syle as a distinction 
fr:-om the other denominations, and because they want their children to 
prepare tQ.J3nter the mainstre?JD of American society, periodically an 
active black family leaves us to join the parish in Joliet where they send 
their children to an inte grated parochial school with middle-class values. 
They may view Bishop Blanchette school as a black-hispanic ghetto; 
only two black families froni our parish have children in Blanchette school. 

I have contacted the Edmundites (who run inner-city parishes) and 
. they seem to concur with my opinion about evangelization in a neighbor­

hood like ours: many blacks are active baptists and of' other denominations, 
leaving us to evangelize the unchurched. But unchurched blacks are not 

.'like unchurched whites, many of whom are fallen- away Catholics who can 
· be invited to 1come home', wheras ·the blacks do not have prior affiliation 
. or ~ss~ciation with the .Catholic Church. The Edmundites pre-evangelize 
; .through social programs. This rectory is centrally located for assistance 

.J to s~rigle-mothers of young children (day-care, food and financial help), 
conseling of delinquent youths, addicts and exconvicts. 'l;'he material, 

.~motion~l. and ,spiritual deprivation of these people calls for a response 
through an initial good-samaritan contact, but also respectfully receiving 
the good the people have to give in return. 

An older black parishoner touches our conscience with the remark : 
11The Catholics is different from all the other churches (white-protestants) 

~; 'cause the Catholics done stayed here, while the others left the neighborhood. 11 

Taking all of the above elements into consideration , I privately 
suggest that we follow an alternative future course noted in the 1981 
Anderson-Roethle study of central east side parishes , namely, make 
Sacred Heart a .mission parish of one of the downtown Joliet parishe:s. 
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• • Two reasons for making Sacred Heart a mission: It is not good to ·· 
dislocate older parishoners who are able for the near future to support 
the parish . Remaining open, the Church would be a servi~e to _black · 
parishoners and a base in the neighborhood for social service and any 
future evangelization. The rectory could be a branch social agency. 

As a mission parish Sacred Heart could have one Sunday morning 
Mass said by a visiting priest or by a rectory resident free for some 
other work . A priest could say the monthly Mass at Sunny hill nursing 
home. This parish, with a declining income, could manage to provide 
residence, food, and · Sunday Mass stipends and expenses for a priest. 
Material maintenance and janitorial care continue to be provided by the 
volunteer p ari shoners as long as they are able , with grass-cutting and 
snow-removal contracted out . Two it13ms require special decisions : .. 

. . . 
. The secretarial needs of the parish are minimal amounts of : bill­

paying , check- book balancing_, duplex list updates , contribution records , 
sacramental records and certificates , scheduling of Mass Intentions - all 
of which require no more than five hours a week work. If these tasks 
were taken over at the mother- p arish downtown, with a proportionate 
deduction from Sacred Heart b udget , or if they were done here by a part­
time secretary, the matter is solved . Sunday bulletins could be shared 
with mother-parish and mission. · 

If the CCD here is discontinued it would eliminate from the budget 

( .the paid coordinator expense. Children can attend CCD with St. Mary-
St. Anthony's joint program at Bishop Blanchette School. Some families 
may be prompted by this to t~ansfer out of Sacred Heart and join parishes 
close to their homes in Joliet or Manhattan. 

. I 

. '· 

In conclusion, I suggest that Sacred Heart be a mission of a downtown 
parish, with a priest to say the Sunday Mass, and for security of the 
property that someone reside in the rectory which could also be used for 
social service as pre-evangelization . CCD should be merged with other 

· p arishes ; part-time secretarial work is heeded for the parish, and there 
is no need of daily Mass because at t endance is small and other churches 
are proximate f~r:· t~e people to _attend . 

.. II:l· ~rder t o present this alternative to the people - how it is entirely 
confiden~tial . an.d merely an idea - ·I enclose a, sample .letter ·~o the p~qpl~. 

. . . . . . 

Sincer~ly submitted iD, C~ist, 

Fr. William D . Virtue 
Administrator 

P . S. In the past year I have assembled. a Sacre.d Heart Parish handbook 
which would be h elpful to any priest or minister who seeks· information 
on liturgy, sick calls, finances, heating system, and Sunnyhill, so 
that there could be a smooth transition of administration. · 
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Dear Sacred Heart Parishoners, ·, 

As of , Sacred Heart Church will be a mission parish --- ---of St. , Joliet, with Fr. as pastor . 
Fr. will be in residence at Sacred Heart rectory. 

Sacred Heart Church will have one Sunday morning Mass at , 
and no daily Masses . Parishoners attending Saturday vigil Masses at the 
mother- Church of St. inay have their contribution envelops 
apply toward Sacred Heart (but attendance at other Churches in Joliet · 
will not afford this privilege). 

Some younger parishoners of Sacred Heart, who naturally desire 
to be involved in a more active parish, may be drawn to join Catholic 
parishes near their homes in -Joliet and Manhattan, especially l?ince no 
CCD will be h eld at Sacred Heart, but instead parish chi:Idren will attend 
the CCD program at Bishop Blanchette School. · · 

The decision to make Sacred Heart Church a mission parish is a 
compromise between the former independence and the prospect of 
completely closing the parish. As a mission parish, Sacred Heart Church 
is an adjustment to the serious clergy shortage . and at the same time 

. still provides membership for the older parishoners and neighborhood 
parishoners who will enjoy a continuity· of service and sense of belonging _ 
to the Church. . · · 

.-· 
.·. • . 
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APROXIMATE DISTRIBUTION OF AGE GROUPS IN SACRED HEART PARISH 

... 
60 . . . ( i . . . . . . ·} .· 
50 ______ ~~~· · ------~-----------·~l---+----~~~----~-~·-· ~!-· ._·· _ 
40 

• < 
! 

i 

30 ____ ~~~----7-------~~~r_. ________ ~--~----~--; 
20 _______ ~~----~~-------~~~-~-----------·~----------+---

10 __ ~~~-------~----'~~~-~~==~~~----~--------~· ! ___ 
20's 

Number Over age 30 Over age 45 Over age 55 Over age 60 
ef 
households 

31 individuals over age 60 . 

60 couples and individuals over age 55 . 

9 couples over a ge 45, with coHe ge - age children . 

27 individuals and couples over age 30 , raising children: 

9 individuals and couples over age 20, with small children. 

20 Active Black households 

x , 10 families of middle age. 

)< 10 couples or individuals over age 50 . 

·-. .. ·L. ---- --- --- · · ·- · . ___ ._ .:.._ . .. -.J..:.__ ... _ . . . -~.--~--- · ~-'-
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Bishop Daniel Ryan 
Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet , Il . 60~35 

Dear Bishop Ryan : 

516 Walsh St . 
Joliet , Il . ..6043.5 

,_.. . .---

Another Easter is here and i t seems as if a 
century has passed since I taught at St . Thaddeus . Wish 
I had a pleasant matter to talk with you about . Unfortunately, 
that isn rt the case . I ' ve had many doubts about writing 
this letter . After several months of prayer and thoughtful 
reflection and total isolation from present and former Sacred 
Heart Parish members, here goes ..•... 

Until Advent last year , my 
,..._, ... ,....., .... of Sacred Heart Pari h 

were 

to Bishop Imesch 
se see my letter 

re this matter. ) 

I am aware of Father Virtuers immediate past 
history . His_ actions a nd inter-actions with the parish 
board I served ~n indicate to me that he is still in need 
of much help . Each meeting sent me home with a heavier 
heart and a mind which told me that here was a very sick 
inan . 

His actions during the summer scandalized 
the children of the parish who saw him in action at the 
Joliet Beach Club . {Other board members were direct 
witnesses . ) No one of us has set out to hurt this priest 
or smear his reputation , but we strongly protest his 
activies with bikini- claa girls. 

Fr . Virtue did no t consult with t he board. 
And he was manipulative. Format ion of Commissions seemed 
to be stalled . l..a t er Father admitted he thought "He was 
STUCK with us." I n a paranoid manner , he believed Sr . Marianne 
Seig had etacked the board ... that " the fix was in agai nst 
him ." 

r.-___ ;{:t}~::~ ... : :.... . ... .... ---· ·--- .... ---·- . ·- ... ·--·· 
- . - ---- ..... ----· . . - ----- -------------- ------ .... _. ----- -
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What brought about my direct resignation 
was the unspoken but lived unwillingness ofFr. Virtue 

000257 

to work with me personally as a board member in day to 
day matters. The last time I tried to celebrate daily 
l iturgy with him we were alone in the rectory. He told 
me when to stand and when to sit; he gave a 3 to 5 minute 
homily staring out the window. Never oncemd he look in 
my direction, let __ __ _ alone achieve even momentary 
eye contact. (How could I stay in the parish if my presence 
made the presider so uncomfortable?) And yet, just prior 
to this he had asked me to take on the responsibility of 
asking resigned board members if they would come back if 
he left the parish. (The request was made on a Sunday 
morning . ) Then, at 8 Monday mornimg, I had an almost 
hysterical call from him asking if I would have all the 
board members formulate their idea of "Pastor" on paper 
for· him . Also requested were parish · - goals . 

The request stunned me . (I wished to be 
a peacemaker 9 but Father Virtue was asking me to take 

( : 

over his responmibility . ) Ulti mately , I declined and 
told him I thought relationships had deteriorated to the 
point of needing an outside ,:;t· facila ta tor . . ~ .---~~ · (It was 
my thought that a CLOSED BOARD meeting should have been 
held, where all of us answered the facilatators questions 
and spoke with honesty, clarity and charity. It would 
have been, in my mind, a time when no polemic or self­
justification took place , but it would have been a time 

• ;•: .. . - .. 

. { 
' 

of openness , trust and honesty. It would have been a time 
for finding a \my to cope with our situation; for working 
out a rationale, a vivus movendi . 

Instead, an open parish meeting was called. 
There was an instant replay for 3 hours of all previous 
problems--- only more personalities were injected and 
more heat :: .. :_· - tha n light ensued. 

In two separate conversations with me (and 
o·thers with me) Fr. Virtue uttered quiet a few racial slurs. 
His verbiage was definitely prejudiced. 

It seems the people would have been better off 
with Sr . Marianne as a pastoral minister and a hired part­
time administrator. A Carmelite priest could have presided 
and celebrated Sunday and Holy Day liturgies . It is nervy 
telling you your job . But it is my Church also .. . and I care . 

--------·---- .... ·-- .. ·- -------- ··- .. ------ · ·--------
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Reverend John J. lt.akers, O.F.M. 
Quincy College 
Qu ·j ncy, ll 62301 

Dear Father Lakers: 

00025·8 

June 1, 1983 
~-

T am very grateful to you for the letter you sent me ~n regard 
to Father Virtue and the project he proposes to undertake. T was not 
aware that Father Virtue was writinQ to var1ous people asking them to 
contact me to give him a smaller parish. That is certainly a new 
approach to getting a change in assignments, but J am becoming acquainted 
wHh new approaches in my dealings with Bill. Frankly, it would be 
rather difficult to find a parish smaller than the one he is in now. 
~lhat Bill really wants is perm-ission to spend full-time in writing these 
works. 

My evaluation of Bill is quite identical with your own. I do 
not see the great demand for these works, nor do I feel that Bill has the 
academ~ta background to pursue them . l do believe that he is bright, t'hat 
qua li ty alone is not sufficient to author a book. 

I am very grateful to you for your candid asses~ment. This wi ll 
be of much help to me. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

····---- -- ·-~---·- ·· .. ·-·· .......... , __ ... -··· · ···-·--------··--+-- .... -... -- - --·- .. ·--· 
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Host Rev. Joseph L. Imesch 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet , Il . 60435 

[>lost Reverend and dear Bishop Imesch: 

PHON £, ARE.t. • 217 • 222 • 6020 
\ . 

' .. 
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Fr. \-lill iarn Virtue has asked me to write you concerning his request for a 
smaller parish. He waJS a student of mine during his years at Our Lady of 
Angels Seminary, and we have had oocasional , though rare , contact since that 
time. In particular, he asked me to address the questions of his ability to 
carry his projects through and their value for the Church. 

Concerning Fr. Virtue ' s ability , I can speak confidently. Th.ough he :has no 
academic credentials , he is bright . Intellectually, he could accomplish what 
he sets out to do . And he is intensely involved in ~ntensity 
is heightened by his :personal involvement tv.i..th both _............ 
IIIII· That involvement gives him almost a passionate sense of mission. 

Concerning the projects , my reaction is mixed. I have no doubt that their 
completion to!Ould be worthwhile. But , as I well kno~.>r, one really has not said 
anything to anybody until one finds a publisher. I do not believe that Fr. 
Virtue ' s l ack of academic qualifications would hinder publication. I do fear 
that the sort of proj ects he has in mind would find a limited audience and so 
would not be att:racti ve to a publisher. So , in brief, I would be happier if 
be had a publisher who expressed interest. 

The project on t he Perennial Philosophy and the Discoveries of Duynstee­
Terru\ve-Baars is the one to which Fr . Virtue is most passionately committed. 
I have told him of my concern that he has ta~en on an endless project. In 
his outline , he "'ants to dialogue with everyone t11ho has written in the field. 
And that is personally impprtant to him, for his own integrity. I fear that 
he t-rould spend several years on the first section of the book, t hen several 
more on the second section, and then find that he wal'lt ed to revise t he first 
section, and so on. 

Over- all, I fear that he is wanting to undertake tva full time vocations . I 
have no doubt of the value of both. But I fear that they cannot both be 
accomplished. At the same time , it is so obvio~u~ 
passionate co!ltmi tment to finishing the \·rork of ~ ..__ 
I do not think that he ca.YJ. let that go easily. That work has proved fruitful 
in his life , and he longs to share it. 

---·- ·-. - - ·- _ , ... ·- .. ·--- ---·-· . ... - -
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" May 25, 1983 

Reverend William A. Wal l ace, O.P. 
The Catholic Un ivers ity of America 
School of Philosophy 
Was·h~Fff.lton, D.C. 20064 

Dear Father Wallace: 

I received your recent letter concerning Reverend 
William D. Virtue and the book he is proposing to edit. I was aware of 
the book, but not aware of the fact that he intended also to prepare a 
study of three different authors focus ing on Thomist-ic anthropology. I 
appreciate your eva!luation of Fathe r Virtue• s proposed work. 

I suppose that the critical point is whether Father 
Virtue should be allowed time to pursue such a study. While Father Virtue 
certainly has a great deal of intelligence, the(e would be some concern in 
my mind about whether he has the necessary ability to produce such a wo~k. 
1 have had several ongoing discussions with Father Virtue on related 
matters and I would have some difficulty in exceeding to ·a request to 
take time off from his pastoral ministry to pursue the writing of such 
a book. It may simply be a matter of a pro~hst ftJt being aGcepted in 
his home town, but I think I would have to quest·ion his abilHy to write 
such a book, and further to questfon the need for such a book . Tf Father 
Virtue were engaged in a course of studies which requ ired such a disser­
tation, t might feel more lenient towards his request , but that is not the 
case. 

At any rate~ I am grateful to you for your comments 
and I appreciate your wr·iting to me. 

Sincerel y in Christ, 

Mostfxeverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

·~ - --·~-- -· ~----· --·----- ·~---·-·· 
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CATHOUC UNIVERSITY 
OF Al\AERICA 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20064 

SCHOOl OF PHILOSOPHY 
202 63.5·5636 

Most Reverend 
Joseph Imesch, D.O. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Your Excellency: 

May 19, 1983 

This morning I received a letter from one of your priests, Reverend 
\'lilliam D. Virtue, requesting permission to reprint an article I had \tri tten 
on the philosophical formation of seminarians in a book he is editing, to be 
entitled FISHERS OF MEN. In the same letter he asked me to evaluate a proposal 
he has prepared to make a study of three authors (Duynstee, Terruwe, and Baars) 
for their bearing on Thomistic anthropology, and to write to you if I thought 
the research worthwhile for a priest to be allOl>~ed time to devote himself to 
finishing it. I replied to him today with an affirmative ans1>ter to both Tequests. 

c.· I do not know Father Virtue personally, and the only indication I have 
of his ability is the outlines he sent me for his book and his research project. 
With regard to the latter, the general line of his argument is good, and work 
should be done in this area. He aims to structure .it around three themes: (1) 
Theories of Emotion; (2) Theory of Knol'lledge ;· and (3) Theory of Moral and Asce­
tical Dimensions. I have seen some of the work on which his research would be 
based, and Iny estimate is that it would be a promising line of !levelopment. 

( 

If it were a research proposal. for a degree at this university, I would 
say that the outline 
too much ground, and 
topics he intends to 
this type, however, 

should be cut dO\ro drastically. He is attempting to cover 
will hardly be able to. say anything significant about the 
treat. This is a common shortcoming in proposals of 
and need not be held against it. 

With regard to the time . off from priestly duties that the proposal would 
seem to entail, this is a more delicate matter. If Fr. Virtue is merely a well­
intentioned priest with little intellectual ability, he .might \>tell be wasting 
his time doing work of this type. If he is intelligent and offers promise in 
the academic line, he should be given the opportunity for further work. I IV'Ould 
prefer that such be done in an academic setting, however, rather than .by someone 
working on his own without benefit of criticism and constructive advice. You 
are o'bviously in a better position than I to make the necessary judgments, and 
I would not presume to . counsel you one \~ay or the other. 

RECE\V~O MtW 2 3 1983 

---··--· ·- -· .. ... _ . __ 
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Dear Bishop Dan, 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
337 SoUTH OTTAwA STREET 

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60436 

Feb . 22, 1983 

Thankyou deeply for your empathetic hearing of my concerns; 
I feel good already, just knowing that someone high up listened. 
It has brought me peace , and now I can continue on with the assurance 
that you understand. I realize that doesn't mean my ideals are to be 
served up on a platter. 

I am aware of what you mean about romanticising the country. 
Yet on Fridays sometimes I go to Fr. Ratiu's and stay overnight 
and I find myself truly renewed by the restfulness and pace in the 
country ; this has always been true in my life, for my father is from 
a farm in Wisconsin and has raised me with a feeling for rural life -
in fact some of my best friends hare are the farmers south of town. 
I am aware also of the restricted social life and burden of gossip in 
a small town - although for me Joliet has provided plenty of gossipers. 
Some people would be bored, but others find opportunity, especially 
myself because I feel that my writing is a self-starter - you may 
recall that long quote from Cardinal Manning which I included in the 
letter I sent to Bishop Imesch, and of which you may find (!) a copy 
among your papers . All of our seminary classmates from Borromeo 
and Quincy who are in the Belleville and Springfield dioceses are in 
country parishes as pastors already, and I think I envy them . 

I will heed your caution about 'physician heal thyself'. Perhaps 
now you know the motive behind my decline to come up to Wheaton -
it was in order not to accept what I knew would be a busy assignment. 

I want you to know that if Tony Ross needs a temporary place 
to stay he is welcome here - Fr. Keating's suite of rooms are being 
remodeled and are comfortable. 

May your health and work and life continue to be the very best, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

. ~~ 4U?!. l Fr. Bill Virtue 

--

----··- ·· ··- -·· . --· ·---
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June 14, 1983 

Reverend Benedict M. Ashley, O.P . 
Professor of Moral Theology 
Aqu inas Institute 
3642 Lindell Boulevard 
St . Louis~ Missouri 63108 

Dea r Father Ash ley: 

I am grateful for the letter youssent me recently 
commend ·Jng the efforts of Fa t her \.Jilliam Virtue. Having had the 
opportunity to attend several of your lectures at the Bishops 1 

Meetings in Dallas , T have a ·highrregard for your evaluation. 

I still have some hesitation about releasing Father 
Virt ue for such a task, but r wil l be happy to consider the 
possibility. I have several ~eservat i ons which cause me to hesit ate . 
Nevertheless , T am grateful for your comments . Best \'rishes and 
prayers. 

Sincerely i n Chri st~ 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Tmesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

.. ·-··- ... . --- -~-·- ·-- - ·---· 
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AQUINAS INSTITUTE 3642 Lindell Boulevard 

Most Rev . Joseph L. Imesch D. D. 
Chancery Office 
425 Summit St . 
Jol~et , Ill. 60435 

Your Excellency, 
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St. Louis, Missouri 63108 
Phone (314) 658-3882 

June 3, 1983 

Father l!lilliam D. Virtue has asked me to write you about a 
discussion we had rece ntly about his hopes to have time and the 
opportunity to continue the research and writing he has begun on 
the nature of the emotional life in the light of the work of the 
l ate and dis tinguished psychologi s t Dr . Baars. He has shown me some 
of his material and also an outline of the book on priestly formation, 
I Will !-take You Fishers of Hen whi ch he is editing. 

I am very impressed with this project and the intelligence 
and dedication of Father Virtue. He has evidently done wide reading 
on the subject , which is a very important one at the present time , 
and seems to me to be taking a very sound and Thomistic approach to 
it. I realize that he has not had the opportunity for specialized 
university work in this subject, but in spite of that fact he has 
a chieved a great deal on his o\om and I feel could go much further 
given the opportunity . 

The priest shortage makes it very difficult, I am sure, to 
permit young priests more time for study and writing, but the Church 
today also stands in much need of young men who have the motivation to 
engage in such \vork which can have such great value for souls. l<iy 
experience as a seminary professor is that the present generation is 
genuinely concerned to engage in pastoral work, but it is raxe to find 
younger priests like Father Virtue who see the value of deeper research 
and writing. 1.·/henever I meet such a priest I "'ant to encourage his 
efforts. That is why I am 1t1riting you to assure you that this young 
priest seems to me to have great ability and dedication, and that the 
project he has set himself is one well worth undertaking. 

No topic in psychology has been so much discussed in recent years 
as the relation of our emotional l ife to our moral and spiritual life. 
Unfortunately much that has been v1ritten on the subject is incompatible 
with a Catholic vie•..., of human nature and destructive of it. Dr. Baars 
.,.,as one of t he fe1J1 prominent psycholot::ists who understood this situation 
and \vorked hard to remedy it . Hence Father Virtue's interest in making 
Baa:r' s work better kno\vn a...'rld showing its application to priestly formation 
is a very imporaant one. 

Sincerely yours, 

RECE\VED JUN- 6 '933 . ~~~~~'J/lP 
Benedict M.Ashley, O.P. 
Professor of Horal Theology 

·---' 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Father William Virtue's File 

000268 

June 28, 1983 

On Saturday, June 25th, Father Willi am Virtue stopped at 
my house to ask if I would be wi lli ng t o let him go to another diocese. 
I said I would not. I told him that if he went to another diocese it 
would be only with the intent of being incardinated there. 

He then said that he did not feel he was able to do hi s 
wri ting i n his present assignment and felt that this was somethi ng that 
the Vord was asking him to do. 

He then asked if he could write other Bishops in the state 
to see if t hey would accept him. I told him he was free to do that, but 
I did not feel that any Bishop would accept him under the restrictions 
Father Virtue wa s placi ng on hi s assignment. I told him t ha t I thought 
any Ordinary would write to me for a letter of recommendat·ion and t ha t 
I would have to tell him exactly what I thought. 

~ater that afternoon Father Virtue left the attached 
letter in my mail box. 

verend Joseph 

Enc . 

- ---· ····- ·· . . . -- ----- --·---- ... -· -----·-------- - --- ----·----
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337 SouTn OrtAWA STur::ET 

JoLIET, ILLINOIS 60436 

June 23, 1983 

I request an nssip,runen t tn a small rural pnrish In your dincHso. 
My Ordinnt·y ~aid ho wlll .roltla~u 1110 011 cnnclillon l.ht~l. il. if> wil.lt <~ 
view ltl ovt.mtual ittc:untintttion Jn :utothcr dloC:(I~o. 

My n~nson is this: I am devoteci lo a n:Re<trt;h rrrojc<;t :JrJ d. 
after six years as associate in good-sized pari::;hcs, and one yrJ{Jr <Js 
admini::;trator of an inner-city parish , I am sure that in these plaGes 
I cannot concentrate on study and writing. 

My Ordinary has urged me to accomodate my goal of writing to 
the obligations of this small city parish, but as a beginner here I 
have faced trials, some due to my own limitations, and others that 
will persist because of the need for evangelization and the turmoil 
of this neighborhood (the black youth gangs) , so I forsee ·th at here 
I cannot divide my attention into both ministry and' .. study . 

Cardinal Manning of England, in The Eternal Priesthood, wrote, 
11Priests who have only a handful of souls may become theologians 
and authors, and may serve the Church more lastingly by their 
writings thnn by their activity . Leisure and tranquility are two 
necessary conditions for sucr.ed study. And as St. Augus t ine said, 
11 the love of truth soeks leisure; the requirements of this love will 
r eceive their needed accomodation .. . 11 • 

243 

c 
I am 35 years of age and completing this research could consume 

the next 10 years of my life, I do not feel called to a religious order; 
I believe that the contemplative conditions for study and writing can 
be found even =~ within my vocation to the diocesan pries~hood. 

Recently, at a clergy pastoral leadership program a psychological 
test was administered to help us understand our personality 'type'. 
Out of the sixteen types of p ersonality , I was described by the test 

( 

as a 'research scientist'. I do not come to you claimin·g that my ability 
measures up to the demands of the research; nor with guarantees that 
the work is valuable -- although when I submitted an outline o( it to 
fou.t Cnt.holic philosophy profegsors they strongly recommended it!:l 
worth. And l'ope Paul VI said of tho worl< of one of the scholars 1 
am studyin g . that it: is 'a gift to the Church.' 

Briefly, my project is a systematic exposition of the discoveries 
of several Catholic scholars whose ideas have an impaCt on philosophical 
anthropology, on epistemology, and on moral and ascetical theology. 

I hope the lofty terms in which I put my r equest does not obscure 
the issue . I am not a .trouble-maker . My Ordinary and I seemed to 
have reached an impasse in regards to my personal concerns and this 
request. so that finally the alternative of going elsewhere has arisen . 
Requesting to leave my home diocese is painful, for my family, friends 
and clergy are here (my uncle i s a pastor here) . In spiritual terms I 
see this separation ns a cross; Jesus entered into a state of separation 
on the cross and in his descent into holl, when he felt forsaken . If I 
cannot obtain my n~quest in my diocese, this could be a providenlial 
means of sufficient detatchment which will foc us mo on the research . 

As I see it. a rural parish is a suitable condition for study because 
the t.Htstoral r esponsibilities are light. I do not take them lightly, though. 
Instead of being merg~d because of clergy shortages, a small parish 
might retain its autonomy .and pride, and I may obtain what I request too, 
if I were assigned to such a parish. 

Sincerely in Christ, Fr . William D. Virtue 

--------- ---- -

.,, 
' ;1·:r1 . . , 

. •' ~~ . . ··t· 
'. 'f 
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Pope Paul VI described the scientific work ·of Professoi...,Anna 

A. Terruwe of Nijmegen University in Holland as •a gift to the Church.' 
Through a system~tic exposition· of the significance of the work of 
Dr. Terruwe and her colleagues, I hope to make this gift more 
accessible for the philosophical, theological and pastoral uses of the 
Church. . .. 

I have submitted a detailed outline of my proposed study to 
several respected professors of philosophy, namely, William Wallace 0 . P. 
of Catholic University of America; Benedict Ashley 0. P . of St. Louis 
University; Harold Persich C . M. of Cardinal Glennon College; and 
John J. Lakers O.F . M. of Quincy College . Some of these professors 
lmow me and h~ve discussed the thesis; one has only seen the outline. 
All 1,1Ilani.qlously agree that, on the merits of the outline and the topic, 
this work would·':be a benefit for. the Church arid that a cleric such as 
myself may wor.thily devote time to it . They have written to my bishop 
strongly recommending my cornmittment to compiete· ·the writing project. 
· A uniform method of analysis for the several parts of the study 
may have been supplied througq the scholarly work of a leading con­
temporary philosopher, Umberto Ecd of the University of Bologna, Italy . 
I recently met with him and discu'ssed the thesis, and to .. my delight I 
learned that li.e had applied the newly developed semiotic method to one 
of the ·same topics which is a part of my study, and with helpful results. 
His very interest in this same topic was to me an affirmation of the 
value of my study. . . . 

I hav~ some confidenqe of my aptituqe to complete this work 
not so mqph .because· of any academic credentials, which I mostly lack, 

. buf·rather because of my continuing interest · and from a rec~nt test 
. which I took Cl..t a pastoral leadership p:r:ogram . · The Myers-Briggs 
.Type Indicator·· identified my personality as •research scientist' type 
(out of sixteen possible types of personalities). Although the graph 
shows that I did: not fall into this category in an extreme way, I was 
~ufficiently cha+acterized to .qe . described as follows: 

• ••• , , 
11The introverted ·intuitives ' i:¢e the great innovators in the field 

· of ideas. · They trust their intilitiv!3 insights as to the r~lationships 
,.. . . ~·, .and meanings of _thi~gs , regardles·s o~ e~tablished authority or popular 

· .. qeliefs. They trust their- vision of the possibilities, regardless of 
··.· ' universal skepticism . lAnd they want to see their ideas worked out 

· .. in practice, accepted an~ applied ." 
"Consequently, "they have to deal firmly with the outer world, 

yihich they d.o b'y means of their p'refe:t'ed kind of judgment [in my 
case identified as 't.hinking', in contradistinction to 1feeling' types]. 
Thus they back up their original insight with the determination, per­
severance and ~nt;luring purpose:.of the judging types. When they 
are driving to . tt1rn an instpiratiqn into a reality, problems stimulate 

· rather than discourage them. The impossible takes a little longer -
· · btit' not much .. \1 · .• • • · • • • ~ ·: -

. '·: · .; And als.o:· "Most mdividualistfc and most .independent of all the 
.. · ... [~ixteen personality] types . Resemble extrov~rted thinke.rs in 

... · :. -. organiz~g ability and a ,tendency to ~gnore the views and feelings 
, . .. ! . • '· . pf those wh9 don't agree· with th~m. · Log~cal, critical, decisive, 

,, · . .. 'determined, o~en stubborn. Tend to drive others almost as hard as .. ·. 
~ ~ ' . .. . .. · · ·. t~~y drive themselyes. Apt to be ,effective, .relentless re~;>rganizers . . .. 11 

~ .... . · · . I find,, these result~ another ·affirmation of my vocation to do this 
· :··: · ·-·· .. :· work which I b~lieve contribute·s .tq our knowledge of the truth about 

··· . · .. : . ,::·.:·.,;. · ii!~ .the human person, and which is a :'gift to the Church'. 

. ·. 
' . . 

. :;:J/t:~'· ~·;~~i~d:~ .. fi,, ·· .. :.' . ,• ' ';:t·.'; ,· ' 
- - --·-" ·-- . ... --·--- .... - .J 



R
eleased A

pril 2014

~-

• 

I 

I 
I 

Dear Bishop , 
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I 

Sacred Heart Parish 
337 S. OTIAWA STREET 

JOLIET, IlliNOIS 60436 

"i 

000270 
I have to smile when I read this article about the 

importance of learning leadership through being allowed 
to correct your mistakes, for here at Sacred Heart I 
have made many and worked through them all to some 
kind of solution - perhaps repairing damage I caused -
and when I look at all my assignments, an'd failures, 
I guess I can be proud to say that according to the 
professor1s criteria, I may be one of our most 'qualified 
leaders' -- measured by my having learned the hard 
way what not to do! Now that things here ar.e in 
order to a degree, I think I have been allowed to make 
good , and for that opportunity I thankyou for truE?ting 
me thus far . Fr . Bill Virtue 
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Are you saying , 'if only Bill would stop writing letters , and get to 
wor k! 1? I persist till I am at peace, and to that end I sent letters like 
the one I gave you, to neighbor ing bishops, seeking a country parish. 
Among priests working in our diocese, I am in the minority(?) who grew 
up here as home, and were ordained for Joliet , so t his step is hard for me. 

It is an irony that the clergy shortage is so pressing that we canlt 
free- up a priest to study the cau.ses and cures of t he vocation crisis -
which is a central topic of the book I am editing for several scholars, 
and relate d to my research. · What if we assigned priests to parish s 
accor:ding to the vocations each parish produced? An outrageous and 
unjust criterion? It may make people realize sooner that they h ave to 
foster vocations in their own families. 

The parish of St. George gave us not only a priest but our former 
bishop; yet rumor is that they will be a mission of Bradley if Fr. Burke 
retires and no resident administrator-pastor is sent. I s this the meaning 
of your remark to me , 'St. George wasn't open' ? This p arish is suitable 
for rest and study, and alt hough it would b e a luxury to send a priest 
there , the irony is that I could be received into another diocese for just 
such a small parish, thus depriving our diocese of me now and in .the fut ure. 

I s uppose I 'm a loss that is expendable, for it might be awkward for 
you to explain a seeming favor itism toward that parish and me , especially 
if you believe I have a poor reputation among the clergy (mak:ing me 
unworthy of an assign ment }nou may justify perhaps by ' saying 'his doctor 
prescribed rest ') . I contest the generalization about my reputation t hat 
you mentioned in our very first meeting, with the accusation that 1 am to 
blame for letting it occur . No matter what a man's care to ·honor his·name , it 
i s possible for others to groundlessly ruin it; t hat's why I w~ 
with you when you were so quick to check detract ion ~gains~ 

Speaking of~. now y ou know how his advice that I should 
assume not less ~sponsibibility influenced me to come here, for 
I saw my application as a sign to you of willingn ess to cooperate with his 
recommendation and to please you (and serve the people ) . But I learned 
the hard way, f~:. t he personal setbacks and deep agitation I suffered 
(as well as the frustration of study h aving:: become virtually impossible 
because the local gangs' threats and behavior led me to move my books 
out of t his house) h ave shown me that the prescribed leis ure was needed 
and not selfish . St. Augustine was indeed wise to say, "When it comes 
to sick people, believe me t hat whatever pleases them, is good for them. " 
Your unceasing theme of 'accountability- ' i s adult and r ealistic, but it is · 
humane only if balanced by a p:sychology informed by the truth that we · 
should not ask more· of people than God asked of: .:fes::us •. Jesus being first 
phy~ically, emotionally and spiritually · strong and healthy when he took 
up his cross of self~enial for the sake of others . so. my reque'sts are 
not a selfish disr egard of fellow hard- wor king priests , or of the people. · 

Let me not end without thanki.ilg you for yqur advice· that I consult 
Fr. Taschetta about b lack ministry . I did talk withl•him; he immediately . 
grasped many aspects of this parish, and was sympathetically understanding . 
Although I did not s u gge·st he come here or speak of that, he manifested 
an interest and enthusiasm in the place such that I would not be surpr ised 
if I app~d should I go; he spoke of specific ways to develop this parish . 
I am sure other priests would be ready for this ministry·. at ·this time, · even: 
t hough it may not h av e attract ed them a year ago" when first available . 

Finally, before I am committ ed t o another diocese if it so happens, 
there 1s no harm in asking you: if the pastor is to soon retire., will y~u 
assign me to St. George in a basically: p er manent way? F;. {.,.(M . \) ~ 

Sincerely in Christ, Fr . William D. Virtue 



Released April 2014

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 251 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

REV. WILLIAM VIRTUE 

c 

Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Pari sh 
337 South Ottawa Street 
Joliet, Jl 60436 

Dear Bi 11, 

.·• 

000275 

July 12, 1983 

Ma ny thanks for your recent letter. I appreciate .. the 
opportunity to clarify some of my own thinking, as well as obtaining a 
batter Insight into yours . First of all, l enjoyed the cartoon. It 
was excellent. 

The article on failure was also well done, and T believe 
that I support that kind of philosophy. After all, we are a Christian 
community, and forgiveness is at the very heart of our beliefs. Neverthe­
less, l th ink that one should not necessarily believe that he is becoming 
a real leader, because of a number of mistakes or failures that have taken 
place. It 1s also possible for someone to walk thoough l ife , disturbing 
and destroying a number of situations, without ever~· really being aware 9f 
it. As long as one learns from one's mistakes, and makes the effort to 
repair the damage, then I would have no difficulty in accepting that 
method. It does cause pa1n, however, to a lot of people·. 

In many of the parishes where T have spoken, I have 
talked about prov·ld1ng priests only for those parishes where vocations 
have been produced. I don't think I could ever do that, however, but it 
does get people thinking . As far as St. George is concerned, at the 
time I spoke to you T mentioned that it was not open . The vacancy haQ 
already been filled by a priest who will serve as pastor of S~. Geot9e, 
as wel l as serving as the Chaplain at the Manteno State Institution as 
well. 

The point is not so much that 1 would be tinwill·lng to 
assign you to a country parish where you could be engaged in wr·iting, 
as it is that we have a great need for priests,and t cannot simply allow 
someone to undertake the tyPe of work that you are requesting, especially 
when that person is 35 years old . T am perfectly willing to allow you to 
go to some other bishop, 1f he 'Is wil 1 ing to accept you under the 
conditions that you have set down. 1 cannot believe that a bishop is 
going to be willing to find a place for someone who wants to write a 
book that will take him 10 years. If there is such a compelling need 
to write such a p~ok, then I would think you must find a diocese that 

- - - - ----·--·-- --- -... .. ·--,--
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father William VIrtue 2. 

would be willing to accept you, or a religious order lt1rat•·w.o.t:rld7'b-e ~l.ill:i n9 · to 
give you the time to wr1te such a work. ' ~ 

I am pleased that you did manage to speak to Father 
Taschetta about possibilities in the parish. I did not suggest that you 
see h1m in or~er that he might become 1-·tt:i;t:Yrested in the parish. I am 
intereste~ in having Bill Virtue as the pastor of Sacred Heart. 

There are many opportunities for you at Sacred Heart. 
YOu seem 1mmobilized by some of the events that have taken~lll~ca I 
would suggest that you be realistic about your s i tuation .and set a 
pattern for your work in the parish and yo~~ work on your writing. The 
two are not exclusive, I am sure. Usually if someone wants to accomplish 
something badly enough, he will f1nd a way to accomplish it~ regardless of 
the situation. I would ho9~ tnat you would pursue such a course. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph l. Im~ech 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Rev. William E. Donnelly, J . C. L. 
Chancellor, Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Donnelly: 

00-0277 

VINCENTIAN FATHERS AND B~OTHERS 

111 EAST 127th STREEY • LEMONT. ILLINOIS 60439 

Faculty; 312·257·5454 
• Students: 312-267·8830 S. 257·6470 

April 13, 1984 

Enclosed are originals of some documentation pertaining to students 
from the Diocese of Joliet who attended DeAndreis Seminary . As you know, 
we will be transferring out of this area shortly, and I thought that a 
better place for the records would be your office. \ole t-till still retain 
copies of the seminarians ' personal files; these will be placed in our 
P~ovi~~ial Archives. Their academic files will go with us to St. Thomas 
Seminary in Denver. 

If I can be of any further help regarding these documents, please 
let me know. 

It has been our pleasure being of service to the diocese of Joliet 
in the past. I know that our community profited by our mutual association, 
and I hope that the priests of the diocese who studied with us will be 
good and holy priests . 

Sincerely, 

r ); t1~ 
~-<.. c. .. t ._7iJP~ u_t4-
E. Rybolt, C.M. . 

President/Rector 

Enclosure 

JER/ja 

· . 
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511 EAST 127th STREET • lEMONT. I lliNOIS 60439 

Students: 312·2 57-6630 & 257-6470 

/)/) 
/ jcJ vlvwvl~~ ~~ &/ I f 72~ 

9ftiJ J.?t- ~~~~u,.u~ l{fff1/0 t}kurultt.We/ /)!), 

.0/c/'u_,.u cj /f_4-tf!T e~ cu/ 1J'ft.e. 
(ly 2 s~ . /fvl--~?J /v.t'uA- _./.f:f u~ 
(?-rtr ~/t- ,;J-t{i ~ -rvCt<i4 !1. o f57 S 
./ I 

·-----·-· . . - · ··--· -- -------··--·· --- .. 



Released April 2014

VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 255 
FATHERS 

000279 

611 EAST 127th ST REET • LEMONT, ILLINOIS 60439 

Students: 312·257-6630 & 257-6470 

C~.-, 

Seen and Approved at ___ J_o_Z_ie_t_~_I_z_z_. __ on this __ 7_th ___ day of the 

Mr<wnh month of _____ ~ __ ·v _______ , 197~. 

-~-U?~~JJ/;;:: 
Bishop of the Joliet Diocese 

--··---·-·· ....... ··- .. ·-·------··· .. · ·-- ·· -
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Reverend Wil liam Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
337 South Ottawa Street 
Joliet . 11 60436 

Dear Bi 11, 

Apri l 30, 1984 

Just to get a quick reply to you \'Jithout making you wa i t too 
long. I will take up your request with the personne l board 1n regard to 
a leave of absence. While the f i nal decision will certainly be mine, I 
do want to consJult vlith them. 

I don ' t feel too comfortabl e with writing two letters for you . 
It is not that I mind writing two letters, but I don ' t think I should 
write a letter to cover every circumstance . If you want me to write 
a letter to Bishops and Superiors , I will be happy to do so. Then, 1 
if after some time t hat does not prove successful,and you wish to ask 
for a leave of absence, then I would be will ing to consider writing 
such a lett~r. I just don ' t thihk~ th~t I should be asked to write a 
letter to cover every circumstance. 

After 1 have had a chance to discuss this with the personnel 
board, 1 will v!rite a fuller rep1y to your letter, i nclud i ng some 
reflections on some of the statements you have made . 

Sincerelyuin Chr ist, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

.. --- - -- ---· . ---· -- ·-- - - - - ··---
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TO: Reverend William Donnelly 

FROM : Bishop Jos~ph L. Imesch 

000282 

Apri 1 26, 1984 

I would appreciate it if you \vould have the~:opportunity to discuss 
this with the personnel board . If you wish me to meet with them sometime 
to discuss this I ~JOuld like to do so. I ~zould appreciate their comments 
on this request. 

In brief, Bil l would like to take a two year leave of absence tp 
study philosophy under two selected professors. In other words, he wi ll 
be doing thi s on his own. I questioned the value of the degree he might 
obtain, but he assures me that the profissor that he is go ing to study . 
under ·in Europe is the foremost philosopher in the world and anyone stu'dy­
ind under him would receive full acceptance. 

I think I have some question, as does he, aboo6 the l eave of 
absence. Am I correct in saying that I can grant him a leave of 
absence, as 1 do other priests, and remove his faculties and ask him 
not to celebrate Eucharist. In Other words, he would be given a leave, 
with my_permission, but would not be able to funct i on as a priesty Is 
see this as a different instance than someone simply taking a leave or 
going AWOL . On the other hand, 1 wonder if I am doing what Cardinal 
Cody did with Bob Perkins~ fm~letting him go but not giving him 
faculties. 

In the four conditions which Bi11 mentioned 1 would just point 
out that number four is not exactly what I said. Hhat I did say was 
that if he applied for re~dmittance into the Diocese of Joliet 1 would 
then have to make a dtec~fsi.on::.bout doing that. I did not say that he , 
"most probably11 would not be received back. 

Most Reverend Joseph C. lmesch 

·--- - .. · ··~· --···-. -- - - ·····-· 
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Dear Bishop Imesch, 
337 SOUTH OTTAWA SYR.II:I!:T 

JOLIET. ll.l..INOIS 

April 25, 1984 

It would be a great kindness to me if you were to write two letters 
in my regard. 

One letter addressed to me, which I could make copies of to send 
to bishops or community superiors, might' indicate that you would 
release me if I should apply to them and they were to accept me. 

A second letter would state the terms of a leave of absence, in 
particular my status as a priest, so that were I to go on leave, I woilld 
be acting in good conscience. 

Thus far, from you I understand the conditions of a leave to be: 
1. You will not grant me faculties - but I will not be 'A-wall'. 
2. You will not give me salary or financial support for study. 
3. You do not want me living in Joliet. 
4. You most probably might not receive me back into the diocese. 

WnEin you remarked several times in our Holy Week conversation 
that, while on leave, I would "not be 'A-wall"', I took this to mean 
you would grant some kind of permission for the leave. How am I to 
interpret 11not being A-wall", if not with permission? I never equated 
this permission with approval as given for sabbaticals or as when the 
diocese sends a priest to study ( e . g. , canon law } . 

Consid:ering the range of situations under which priests throughout 
America (and from our diocese) in the past 20 years have taken leaves, 
to deny permission for a leave altogether seems to jeopardize freedom 
by an excess of consequences, for what kind of freedom is it to imply 
that a leave can be only disobedience? 

Is obedience the only virtue in the Catholic Church? It seemed as 
though it were in the recent past when volunta:risti9 authoritarianism 
coerced resignation and led to repression of ·~nger and clergy with low 
morale. But in our enlighten era the frustration of individual initiative 
and inclination should not be associated with any appeal to obedience. 
I understand authority to be power to authorize, to be author - as -God 
is creative 'author of life1 - to develop persons and their gifts. 

In our Holy Week conversation I explained that I had discerned a 
gift for study - after years of reflection and much consultation - so 
that I have a conviction of my priestly vocation to study, wiite and/or 
teach philosophy (and theology). My decision at this time in my life is 
that I should seek the means to be prepared for such work. 

Am.ong the means needed could be a country parish; or a temporary 
leave for study; or to transfer to another diocese or community. But 
Sacred Heart in.~ Joliet, as I learned in two years here, does not provide 
leisure for study, especially when you rightfully challenge us here toward 
intensive evangelization. When I saw the fruitfulness of Sis~r Jatl~s work, 
I felt the Holy Spirit guiding your instinct for what is need:here where 
the harvest is indeed ripe~ When I mentioned my possible departure to 
Fr. Donnelly, saying that "I had· mad·e no final decision". I was thinking 
of the time-element in providfug a substitute fo serve--the -people here. 

It is charity toward the people ·and priests of this diocese to allow 
a prieSt tO be 1Sacrificedt for-Study instead Of being available tO daily . · 
mi~istry, because the fruits 'of·nis study will benefit all in the Church~ 

Maybe in St. George, or Sacred Heart-Goodrich ( I hear the pastor· 
will soon retire), or in some combined country parishes, I could do 
intellectual work . I await further clarification. 

Hopefully in Christ, h- ~- VJv/ t.A./L. 
Fr. William D . Virtue 

. - . ----·--------------- - _ _j 
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Dear Bishop Imesch, 

337 SOUTH OTTAWA STREET 

JOLIET, ILLlNOlS 60436 

June 15, 1984 

You may recall that I saw in Sister Jane's fruitful 
evangelization work a sign that you were right all along 
in wanting that project to begin here, and a sign also of 
the Holy Spirit prompting you in your pastoral office. 

In a similar way I now see that the Holy Spirit was 
guiding you in your persistence in· keeping me here thus far. 

As a sort of reply to your letter to us priests in the 
JOB, I hope you too have plenty of opportunities· for rest 
and relaxation this summer. 

S.incerely in Christ, 

Fr. William D. Virtue 

RECEIVEO J UN 1 8 ·f984 
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CHANCERY 

July 3, 1984 

Dear Membe~ of the Personne1 Board: 

Bishop Imesch would 1ike' the reflections of the Personne1 Board on 
the 'proposal submitted to him by Bill V?-rtue. Bill met w~th the Bishop 
once or twice· during Apri1 and May to clarify this matter, hut it se~ the 
more they ta.lk. the more confusing ~tters became. . 

In my own discussions with Bill, the following seem to surface. H~ 

became a Diocesan priest since his uncle Father Bill Ryan convinced him 
that parish work is the only real area of activity in the church worthy . 
of any c onsideration. Bill Virtue feels that he has always had an academic 
bent, .and finds it frustrating to pursue this in a parish situation. While 
he feels the call to pUrsue some intellectual degree, and possibly teach; 
he s;otill feels his call is to the Diocesan priesthood and not to a religious 
order. · Bishop L~sch po~t~d out that; even if he were to receive a degree, 
the opportunity for teaching on an advanced level in the Joliet Diocese is 
extremely limited . Moreover, since the progr~ he i s outlining seems more 
for his own persona1_ advancement rather than to obtain a specified academic 
degree , there .is even more question about its suitability. 

Since writing this letter, Bil1 has se~ngly reconciled himself to 
remcunJ.ng at ·Sacred Heart in a parish situation. However, both the Bishop 
and I are certain this desire wil1 surface again and Bill at some future 
date will ask to pursue this program. Therefor e , the Bishop would like 
your thoughts on the adviceability of allowing Bil l to take some sort of 

. a~thori~ed leave to pursue ~is own personal intellectual goals. If he were 
· t.o leave, it would: be on the understanding that this would be funded by . 
himself, not by the- Diocese. Bill Virtue's exact canonical status would 
.have to be worked out at that tilne. 

You may want to discuss this together, and then give your reflections 
to tha Bishop. He would appreciate any thoughts you might have on this matter 
since possibly other men might also seek time off to pursue individual pre­
ferences of their own in future years. 

.. ' ... 
With every best wish , I am 

.. :.~ \ .. ' 

;: . .;.. . .. ~ · ·- ·-:-:...· ...,;._ ......... . 

Sincerely your~ in Christ, 

&JI· 
Reverend William E: Donnelly 
Chancellor 

Enclosure l v tJ-... • ~ 
. ~ ~ <={ 1'-'L~'-'(J -,.~ 

~ ~ J;v 425 SUMMIT STREET JOLIET, JLL/N0/560435 
{815} 722·6606 
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MEMORANDUM April 26, 1984 

TO: Reverend William Donnelly 

FROM: Bishop Joseph L. Imesch 

I would appreciate it if you would have the opportunity to discuss 
this with the personnel board. If you wish me to meet with t hem sometime 
to discuss this I would like to do so. I would apprec iat e their comments 
on this request. 

In brief, Bill would like to take a two year l eave of absence to 
study philosophy under two selected professors. In other words 7 he will 
be doing this on his own. I questioned the value of the degree he might 
obtain 7 but he assures me that the professor that he is going to study 
under in Europe is the foremost philosopher i n the world and anyone study­
ing under him would receive full acceptance. 

I think I have some question, as does he, about the leave of 
absence. Am I correct in saying that I can grant him a l eave of 
absence, as I do other priests, and remove hi s faculties and ask him 
not to celebrate Eucharist. In other words, he would be given a leave, 
with my permission, but would not be able to function as a priest. I 
see this as a different instance than someone simply taking a leave or 
going AWOL. On the other hand, I wonder if I am doing what Cardinal 
Cody did with in letting him go but not giving him 
faculties. 

In the four conditions which Bill mentioned I would just point 
out tha t number four is not exactly what I said. What I did say was 
that if he applied for readmittance into. t he Diocese of Joliet I would 
then have to make a decision about doing t hat. 1 did not say that he, 
"most probably11 would not be received back. 

. -i-- -~- .. J ... ll .A.. . . . 
Most R&Verend Joseph L. lmesch 

-------· - -· .. --
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Most Rev. Joseph l . Imesch 
425 Summit 
Joliet, I ll inois 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

July 20, 1984 

When I came back from vacallliMition I read the letter concerni 
matter of Father Bil l Virtue. and I di 
s i tuation before he went away f~r a r1e res . Then 
I discussed it, 

There were a number of points we are in agreement about: 

the 

and 

1) If Bill requests time to study - even though it woul d be on his 
own ~ would it be necessary to deny him facu l ties? Could he not 
continue to act as a priest, incardi nated in our diocese? 

2) We presume he would resign his present pastorate. If, after his 
two years of study, he wanted to return to work in the diocese, 
he could not presume he would receive a pastorate - either the 
one he resigned or any other - at that time. 

3) We feel that while he is away there would be someone he would be 
accountable to, such as a chancellor or Bishop i n the area where 
he woul d study, who, in turn, could give the diocese here an 
eval uation of the time he spent there. 

Perhaps someone cl ose t o the si t uation could give all of us an 
insight into whether-·ttri·s ···c·our·se · of-stm:Jy-·wo·old--·be· ·detrimenta-l· ·to-- ··- ·--·-·- ······ ---- ·· 
one's Faith or not, before permission would be given to Bill, or any 
one else who may seek to take the course in the future . 

RECEIVED J UL 2 4 1984 

HH;ma 

---··-- ··- --· ...... . ·······--···---·------·· ------· .. - ·- · .. . . 
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August 13, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE - REVEREND WILLIAM VI RTUE 

st lOth with t he members of the Personnel Board, 
to discuss Bill Virtue's request . 

After some scus on was agree upon that the members of the 
Personnel Board would invite Bill t o come and make a presentation 
to them . After that time some final recommendation wi ll be given. 

The consensus of 
g i ven either the option 
to some other diocese . 
have met with him . 

the Personnel Board wa s that Bill should be 
of staying here and mini ster ing or going 
That will be discussed further after they 

Most Reve,Jna los$, L. Imesch 

·---·--- ·--·-- · ·--·. ·-. -- -
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Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
337 s. Ottawa Street 
Joliet, Il 60436 

Dear Bill, 

REV. WILLIAM VI RTUE 

000289 

August 13, 1984 ,.. 

After too long a time, I final ly had the opportunity 
to meet with tme Personnel Board to discuss your request to be 
allowed to study for two years. The Personnel Board would like 
to have the opportunity of meeting personally with you to discuss 
this matter. I would appreciate it if you would contact ~ather 
John Kloepfer at your convenience to set up a mutnal1y a g+.:eeab le 
time . 

C. 
Sincerely in Christ, ; 

( 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Dear Bishop Imesch, 

337 SOUl'H OTT"-WA STllEET 

JOUET, ILLINOIS 

August 27, 1984 

Thankyou for your letter informing me that you had 
an opportunity to discuss with the Personnel Board my re­
iliiiiiiliilrther studies. I will be in contact with Father 

As you urged, :I have visited the homes of most of 

Q00290 

the parsishoners, especially those of the ;.parish council members 
who were disaffected when we had some differences of opinion . 
I think the visits were concilatory and fruitful. 

Let me also mention that 
very well in her visit s to the an 
She has involved a number of parishoners who go out with her. 
Several adults from the black community have been instructed 
and received into the Church. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

(Y. !filfli~~ 
Fr . Bill Virtue 

RECEIVED AUG 2 8 1984 

-------· ·- -··--- - ·--· 
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< SACRED HEART PARISH 
337 SouTH OrrAwA STREE< 

}OLlET, ILLL"OlS 60436 

Dear Bishop Imesch , 
Feb . 20, 1986 

Today Bishop O'Rourke of Peoria set an appointment 
with me in response to my informally asking to transfer to 
the Peoria diocese, where I might receive assignment to 
rural ministry conducive to study and writing. 

After many years of prayer and consultation, I take 
this step through the proper channel, as Bishop O'Rourke 
insisted 1n respect of you, and only after you had some 
time ago given me permissim:'l to look elsewhere, saying 
you would release me if another bishop would accept me. 

I am encouraged to approach you and Bishop 0 'Rourke~ 
for today•s lectionary readings tell how Queen Esther praye.d 
for courage to ask her k.ing for a favorable decision: and in ·: 
the Gospel today Jesus says, 11 

• •• the one· who kriocks will 
always have< the door opened for him." 

It is not easy for me to take this step, for I feel the 
pull of loyalty here . But even more do I feel the call to 
study and write - without short-changi:hg the people in· 
rural parishes. To frustrate my aspirations has kept me 
from having peace, and might lead later to · bitter regret . · 
Nonetheless, I appreciate your efforts . over the years to 
t ake into account my interests as you assigned· me. I hope · 

00029t 

we both look witli satisfaGtion on my ten years · of service in · 
Joliet, · and that I can count on yqu for a good recommendation . 
to Bishop o 1Rourke. 

At t his point I look elsewhere because I see realistic~y . 
the slim· chance for a long time that I would be assigpe.d tq 
a small parish - we have· so few (w.hile· Peoria 'has· many more). · 
In giving me this ·opporturiity·, I believe you would: show 
trust in · God •s Providence to · supply you· for your loss in· 
freely sacrifiCintt me to serve others and to study .and write. 

Without ever saying anything concrete about -this step 
I might be tak.iilg, and without imprudently anticipating the 
fu t u re , I have however indirectly tried to·. prepare our people 
here at Sacred Heart Parish for the eventof my possible 
transfer . 

As a practical preparation I have urged our parish 
council to begin · arrangiilg to · hire a full..,..time pastoral· minister. 
And we are planning to · hire a mature black ·woman paris1ioner 
who already directs · e apostolate · and 
altar ministers: . who is 'well kriown 
for her many years here and in · the. 
diocese - as well as to : you and the Illinois Catholic. Conference 
fo~ · \v.hich she was a lay consultant·. · She is capable ·of · foUowing 
up on ~ evangelization~ · b y ministering to · the. ne.w 
Catholi~received into the parish in t he· past two years . 

Thankyou for t his opportunity to keep you informed, 
I remain sincerely yours in Christ, , / 

1
/-

~- tf/Pn . 1/u~ 
RECEIVED ;· :.J 2 u iBBB Fr. William D . Virtue 

-· - -·------·-. ·-- . . __ ._ ..... . .... ----------· -· ---- ---·--·- -- ... . - ·-·-..1 
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Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
337 S. Ottawa Street 
Joliet, 11 60436 

Dear Bill, 

February 25, 1986 

I received your letter concerning your 
appointment with Bishop 0 • Rourke and your hope to be 
able to pursue your priestly ministry in the Diocese of 
Peoria. Bishop O'Rourke called me yesterday before his 
appointment with you and we spoke abou t the possibility 
of your transfer. 

I would like to mention several things which I 
spoke to him about with regard to your working in 
Peoria. 

First of all, I would like to consult with the 
Personnel Board and obtain their advice and counsel in 
this matter. I don 1 t feel that a decision regarding one 
of the Joliet diocesan priests should be made solely by 
me. Secondly, I told Bishop O'Rourke that I would only 
allow you to go to Peoria if there were the possibility 
of your being incardinated in that diocese. He informed 
me that there is a one year period of probation, after 
which time a decision would be made. It would be my 
understanding that if you were released to go to 
Peoria, and were accepted, then there is the 
possibility that you would be incardinated at the end 
of one year. 

Finally, I told Bishop O'Rourke that if he were 
willing to accept you, and our Personnel Board agreed 
~o allow you to go to Peoria, then I would want this to 
happen during the time of our normal changes in 
priestly assignments, around the middle of June or the 
first of July. 

You also mentioned in your letter the 
possibility of hiring a full- time pastoral minister. 
Bill, I really think that no such step should be taken 

;{ 

·--- ....... ----- ·-·------- ····- .. . .. ··-- - - - - - · --.... _ -· ·. ·-- ·---·--. ·-··- __ __I 
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2. 

at this time, particularly because you are planning on 
leaving. I do not think it would be fair to an 1ncoming 
pastor to hire any new personnel at this time. Whoever 
comes in there may very well have someone he would like 
to bring in, and 1 think we should allow him that 
opportunity. 

This should not be interpreted in anyway as a 
negative opinion of ~ ~. She would 
certainly be excellent ~1 ~nt that a new 
pas tor, should there be one, would be quite content 
with her. Nevertheless, if there is to be a new pastor, 
he should be given the opportunity of doing his own 
hiring. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Joliet ; 
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M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

FROM : The Personnel Board 

February 27, 1986 

000294 

RE : Petition of Father William Virtue 

"We would not oppose , and would favor the request of 
Bill Virtue as follows . We recommend that there be a period 
of probation so that both bishops and Bill would all have 
time to see how it works and what would be best for Bill, 
and both dioceses ." 

Bishop (;g;:; 1!!ru,ffer 
Chairman 

RLK :bjd 

··- ··- .. ·-------------· --. . - ·- ----- --··- ' 
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Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke, D.D. 
Bishop of Peoria 
607 N.E. Madison 
Peoria, 11 61655 

Dear Bishop O'Rourke, 

March. 7, 1986 

.· This letter is in reference to the request of 
'Reverend William Virtue to be allowed to minister in 
the Peoria Diocese with a view towards future 
incardination. Our diocesan Personnel Board has agreed 
to allow Father Virtue to seek permission to minister 
in the Diocese of Peoria with a view towards future 
incardination. I concur with the recommendation of the 
diocesan Personnel Board in regard to Father Virtue. 

It is my understanding that the Diocese of 
Peoria has a probationary period of one year before 
possible incardination. If you are willing to accept 
Father Virtue, I am willing to allow him to go, with 
the understanding that at the end of one year a 
decision will be made as to his future ministry. 

It would be helpful for our own personnel 
changes if Father Virtue were free to go to Peori a on 
July ls t of this year. Since our personnel policies 
call for listing of any parish that is vacant, I would 
appreciate your informing me, at your convenience, of 
your willingness to accept Father Virtue. · 

Prayers and best personal wishes during this 
Holy Season. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

cc-Reverend William Virtue 

-z~~ 

000295 
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Dear Bishop Imesch: 

Diocesan Chancery 
607: N. E. Hadison Avenue 

Post Office Box 1406 

Peoria, Illinois 616'>'> 

March 25, 1986 

Thank you for your letter of 
March 7 with regard to the possibl e incardination 
of Reverend William Virtue of your diocese . 
As I indicated in our recent conversation, the 
Personnel Board of the Diocese of Peoria was at 
that time considering the proposal and have since 
affirmed their support of this move with which I 
concur . 

Therefore I hereby formally extend 
to you and to Father Virtue an i nvitation for him to 
come as the pastor of St. Mary ' s Parish, 
Loretto , Illinois, and Sacred Heart Parish, Campus, 
Illinois, on July 1, 1986. It is my intention 
to seriously consider incardination of Father Virtue 
at the end of one year of his service in the 
Diocese of Peoria . 

I greatly appreciate your cooperation 
i n this matter and am prepared to write the 
official letter of appoin·tment to Father Virtue 
when I hear from you . 

With warm regards and wishing you a 
most joyful Easter , I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ , 

-f ~,~~--~d 41~ ?J 'r_::/t?&-£~-~ 
Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke 

BISHOP OF PEORIA 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
Office of the Bishop 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 RECEiVED ~·$),R J ·3 i986 

--·--·-. ··· ·--·- ----
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Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
337 S. Ottataa Street 
Joliet. IL 60436 

Dear Bill, 

April 9. 1986 

I received a l etter a few days ago from Bishop O'Rourke 
informing me that the Personnel Beard of the Diocese of Peoria 
has considered your request to serve in that diocese and has 
given their approval. Bishop 0 ' Rourke concurs lo7ith their 
recommendation and has formally extended an invitation to you 
to serve as pastor of St. ~Ary's oarish, Loretto, and Sacred 
Heart parish , Campus, beginning J~ly 1st of this year. It is 
Bishop O'Rourke's intention to consider you as a candidate for 
incardination into the Diocese of Peoria at the end of one year 
of service. 

I vTant to thank you for your four years of service as 
administra tor of Sacred Heart parish. I kno~o1 that this was, 
at times> a difficult assignment for you. and I am appreciative 
of the efforts you have made to minister to the people of that 
parish. I regret that I ;ras not a!Jle to find an acceptable 
assignment for you in the dioces e of Joliet in T,.Jhich you could 
further your desire to study and to llrite. I am hopeful ·that 
this opportunity in the aiocese of Peoria wlll prmve satisfactory 
for you and will provide you ~rith th~ o~portunity which you seek. 

At the end of one y<:!a.r I am prepared to issue a decree of 
excardination should you oe accepted f or incardination into the 
Diocese of Peoria. I l·7ill t·rrite Bishop O'Rourke a."l.d inform him 
that he may write an official letter of appointment for you for 
July 1st. Within the next few week I will have Father Donnelly 
contact you to inf~rm you of the date when this announcement 
will be made public here in Joliet so that you might tell your 
people in advance. 

000297 
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Raverend William Virtue 

·, 

I thank you for your ministry in the Diocese of Joliet f or 
these past eleven years. I will find an occasion to thank you 
personally before you leave. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely in .Christ, 

Most Reverend B~.shop L . Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

·- ·-··· --·-- ···--·- - - -

000298 
2 .• 
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Nost Reverend Edward W. O' Rourke 
Bishop of Peoria 
Diocesan Chancery 
607 N.E . ~dison Avenue 
P.O. Box 1406 
Peoria, IL 61655 

Dear Bishop O' Rour ke: 

April 9, 1986 

I received your latter informing me that you are willing to 
accept Father ~Jilliam Virtue as a candidate for incardination into 
the Diocese of Peoria and of your intention of naming him pastor 
of St. Mary ' s ?arj.si-t , Loretto, and Sacred Heart parish, Campus. 
I have written to Father Virtue and informed him that he will be 
receivd>ng .. a letter of appointr.tent from you for this assignment, 
effective July 1 of this year. 

It is my understanding that Father Virtue is being considered 
for incardination into the Diocese of Peoria and that a decision 
on this matter will be made at the end of one year . 

I am hopeful that this O!)portunity ;.lill prove beneficial both 
to Father Virtue and the Diocese of Peoria . I thank you for your 
consideration of his re.quest. 

Sincerely in Christ , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imeach 
Bishop of Joliet 

I 
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Dear Bishop Imesch, 

337 SooTH OrrAWA S·nc££T 
JOLIET, I LLINOIS 60436 

April 10, 1986 

Thankyou for informing me of Bishop O'Rourke's decision 
and for having given me permission to proceed in · the direction 
of an appointment and consideration for incardination in the 
Peoria Diocese. 

I appreciate your kindness and generosity in allowing 
this move. I am sure God win · Bless you in · return. 

:.-QD-0300 

Sincerely yours· in the Risen Lord, 

Fr. William D. Virtue· 

··--· ,, __ _ j 
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Reverend William D. Virtue 
Sacred Heart Rectory 
337 South ottawa Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60436 

Dear Father Virtue: 

000301 

Diocesan Chancery 
60t N. E. Madison Avenue 

Post Office Box 1406 

Pcoria,Illinois 61675 

April 11, 1986 

In keeping with our recent conversations and with the knowledge 
and approval of your Diocesan Bishop , Most Reverend Joseph L . 
Imesch, I hereby assign you pastor of St. Mary ' s Parish, Loretto , 
and of Sacred Heart Parish , Campus , effective at noon on 
Tuesday , July 1 , 1986~ 

.Please keep in mind .that this assignment is with the view ~o· my 
incardinating you as a priest of the Diocese of Peoria. 
According to our policy, after one year of service in t he diocese 
a decision will be made,. of course , with the knowledge and 
approval of Bishop Imesch, regarding such incardination. 

A ne\v pastor assumes canonical possession of his parish by his 
de facto presence in the parish , not however before noon on the 
effective date of his appointment . He is required to make a 
Profession of Faith , a nd enclosed is t he form for your pro­
fession of faith . Every priest having .. the faculties of this 
diocese is empowered to witness this act . Please return this 
form promptly to me as Ordinary. Withi n one week after taking 
canonical possession of your parish, you shall examine the parish 
books~ bank accounts, checkbooks, cancelled checks and 
announcement books. If any irregul arity is discovered in the 
above-mentioned examination, the matter should be promptly 
reported to me. 

Be assured of my frequent prayers and constant support. of you 
and the people of your new parishes. Wishing you a joyful Easter 
season, I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

1::~~k/. ~~~ 
Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke 

BISHOP OF PEORIA 
encls :_./ 
c.c.:~ost Reverend Joseph L . Imesch 

Rev. Wm. D. Isermann 
Rev . Francis J. Ryan 
Rev. Robert G. Schladen 
Msgr. Joseph J. O'Dea , Vicar 
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• • • : · · # . - · 

. These faculties are proper to the Diocese of Peoria. Their use is valid. and 
licit within the conditions here set dotm or otherwise establi1,;hed by Canon Law • 

. · .. ?- ~ · : .. They may be used until revoked. They are automatically revoked when one 
-. -· ·who is not incardinated in this diocese permanently takes residence outside the 

. · .. :·.diocese, or, in the case of an extern, when he terminates his service, occasional 
.·:-~_;:_:·or regular, in the diocese. . . . : 

His Excellency, the Most Rev. Bishop of Peoria, these faculties 
... ·::-.: . . 

:· .. .. . .. . 
"-=-- .. ~' ·: • . •. . • 

' .· ~. . . . - .. . ·:·. 

on _ ·_ .. : ·-==<J~u~· 1=-vz..___;·l=-----· ·_, ~- 19._8_6 _________ _ 
.. : · ·.·': · J Most Re~ Edwar_?.~tRourke 

... >:· .. ~':=--=~.: .· -'r~B5P-ibPF£~~44< , .... 
· ;1.~'\i-=':'~;. ':';"<' ·.In the facult1es wh1ch follow the term "pastor" includes all priests who .:;:~~-
!_~J!~~~~t::hold the place of -~astor, including priests assigned in virtue of Canon 517, §1, · ···.-t.: . .. 
·i'k.~:f~,f\parochial adminis'trators, and priest directors of Newman Apostola t es. ' The term "_:::-: 

·:,;:.;;:y~-:~:;t~\"confessor" means 'a priest who possesses the habitual faculty validly to hear · .. _ .. .. , 
.:.{:;:::~r-:~~~~}~confessi~ns in. this diocese from the Ordinary of the Diocese of Peoria or in virtue 
..J?t~.{..-l~vf..='M.' f Can n 96 7 §2 : ,_.: . · · ·. · .:> ··. · · · · · · · ;" ..... · · · -: · · · ··· .. ···: .. ~ ·}):~. ·:;t.,.....O 0 • . .. , .. · ·~<,,·~·-c.a.:.,_. . .: . .: .. • . ·~ · -· .... ,. ~ · ,. ·~ ~ . - ,•, . • .. . ;_. '," : ·-~~~:~7-"t~··:~\~-~~ ... ~t~ r· . . . :·.:·:~:: .. ; -~ ..... _ .... .:-:~ 1:54: .. ; r·: .. . · .. . .,· ,< . .. . :·:~, :;;~ • • • :· ... : ':; : · -• . .. ~ "u, • ..:,, • • • • : ':. • ·.,. ·".- !,;.~: 

:·f~i~·~Yi.~~f;t!:~r~, ·:::rhe following constitu~e the faculties of .. -~he Diocese of Peoria: - ~<--.~~ -

.:~Y;;f:~YIJjY :~pt~: :::~::f::a;~::sts to b~;tize one who has completed the fourteenth 
{ ·,:. ·_-'/.':' year without previously referring the mat ter ·to the Bi shop of Peo~ia. (C. 863} 

{;t ; . ,:. . 2 · !~:/~~u~:~r: o~/:~:·~~.,!o t::;i~!; ~~~e ~he (~~~r;~;~t 2 ~f & c~:~ ~rma t ion to those 
.~.-:::-•: · " 3 . The faculty for p.riests to confirm a person: over 14 years of age who ha~ 
:~~~ · ~-. previously been baptized in or who has formally joined another ~hurch or 
.-::· · ecclesial communion when the person is received by them into full comn1union 
.... With the Church. NOTE: This faculty does not ·apply in cases where a person 

who was baptJzed in the Catholic Church and has never joined another church 

· ... 

\. 

or ecclesia.l communion is being reconciled with the Catholic Church . 
(CC. 883, 2° & 866) 

Eucharist 

4. The permission for priests, for good reason , to celebrate the Euchari~t 
bJice on weekdays and, if pastoral necessity requires it, three times .on 
Sundays or Holy Days of Obl i gation. (C . 905, tJ2) NOTE: There is no faculty 
to celebrate the Eucharist more than three times on any one day. 

Penance 

S. The habitual faculty to hear confessions of all in t he diocese. (CC. 966 & 
969) In virtue of Canon 967 those priests incardinated in the Diocese of 
Peoria or having domicile here can exercise this faculty in behalf of any 
Catholic anywhere, unless .in. a particular case the local Ordina r y ha::; 
ref used. (C. 967 §2) 

. .. ... __ .. _,, ----. . - .. .. -·· - .. 
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F~: V.JB~~t~Cmf~Q»/1 cl~E.DJOC~eOii dQU6-TgNOi.ti.211or the 
exercise of orders already received, provided· the irregularity is not reserved ·. 

R~?a~e~~r~r;'i2ttlrD the Apostolic See or to some authority other than the Ordinary. This facui 9 
T-¥.JA .· '··J U \) U can be exercised in the internal or external forum, within the confines of the 

Diocese of Peor~a, and on behalf of any cleric regardless of his residence or, 
the place where the irregularity was incurred. (CC. 1355 & 1398) 

7. The faculty is granted to confessors to remit in the internal or external 
forum the automatic (latae ·sententiae) ·penalty incurred by a procurred 

.. . . abortion which has not been formally declared . This faculty may be exercised 

.,. _, only within the confines of the diocese and on behalf of any person regardless 
·::.' ... -;. .• of the person's residence or the place where the penalty was incurred. 

~~\:,.:· :. ' (CC. 1355 ~2 & 1398) ." .: - ·~·· .· . ·.:· . 
... .. • # •• ·; .·; • • • 

. ~::·::;···· .. - ~~ ·_.. ...... • .... · . . . : .-::: .. ~ .. . - · .. .. -~ __ .; :: . :._ :.:·~=/: "· .. .. ,_ ... _. . ... 

. : . ~:-.. :.,· ..... ~<· . .: .. , Ma tr J.mony . ... · ·_: · :1·::·· . • - ·.· .• '·. : · ·.< • • · • • ::. 

··; ~-~!i~.~- - ·::"· . . •. :. . . . . . . . .. .· ,• .. ~ 
·-i~·~;. .. :::·,,-... /·., 8. The faculty for all priests incarqinated in the Diocese of Peoria or assigned 
-/:J~~;·~{Yr::~· ·.:. ... ~.)~-·;":·_.· to a full time ministerial position in the diocese by the B~shop' _of Peoria to 
'f::r:=-~~ ~::0:.-: '. ·: ·.::. ·:assist at any marriage within · the confine.~ of the diocese'; ·\mi~h irtvolves at · 
·i.": : .. ·_. . · ··.·.=· least one Latin Rite Catholic and which is in accord w:f,th Church law . 
. '-~-~- .':. ··-·. : .. . \_·.:·· :·(c. 1111, §1) This faculty may be exercised only with the permission, at least . . .... . ,.. . . \ 

;-;;.: .. ~·::· . . ,:.,:·. : .. .- · .. reasonably presumed, of the pastor of the parish or mi,.ssion in which the 
~*:···.:!· .... ; ... ·.::·· ... --:: i i t b 1 b . t d . · : .. '·. : ·: . . . . .. . i . -~·'· '<o• ... ' " ; ·-. -.. ~, :--···.'·~ --·· .. ,.:-<. _e-: marr age s o e ce e. rae. -::·.·· . -~ -~ _ .. · ·,t·' 1i·' }' · :: · .. · .;·.:- · . ·:~_:.:=~,:;; 
~~:~~~ ,~~ -~--=~--- ~ : . . ·.· ""-~: ~ . . . . . . ·~ . ..: : . 0 ~ : ' (' ... ~ .. ~ t". ·:;. ,; :. -
·:-~~:>·:·: ... · . . :·· g. 'The faculty for pastors to grant the permission for a marriage of mixed religio· 

.~)-.~-':· .. -~~ .. . . . _ .. -:· (c . 1124) when all five of 'the following conditions are verified: .... ·.· 
~--:?:·/;:.,:.~ _:~ :_ ~ ·:. . . _· _ . . ·. \00 • • • • •• • • • • • ~ • • •• f, ·. ~ . . . .'.::l;~::..:~ 
::·:~~·j-::::.:::-_: ·:·· . . :··..- A. · ·· When· the Catholic is ·of ·the· Latin rite, is a bona fide current member -·.~.f0,· 
.ii~~;~:;!.::~:: : :::·:··.·_,_.: .... :> , .·: of the diocese or is physically present in the diocese; ~~:.··:·· · .. _. ,. · .·· ::: .. ~_. 

~·~f.·:_-:·r.~· :. · · .. ·.:····B. When t~~re i~ ~ertain. pr~of of the. b~ptismal status of th~ no~~~~man _..: .. _( 

{ 
\ 

_:: .. ,.:. _-_·· Catholic _(certain proof is had only when the _ priest/deacon has the 
... , ... . ..... . party's baptismal certificate or an authentic document/letter from ·the 

C · ·::- .·. · church; sworn statements of the person and/or the parents ·do not suffice 
·· · for the pastor to use this delegation); 

· . . C. When neither pa~ty has~ been married before, even civilly to one anothe 

D. When the usual mixed marriage declaration and promise have been made 
by the Roman Catholic; and 

E. · when none .of the situations mentioned i~ Canon 1071 §1, exist. 

Christian Burial 

10 . The faculty for pastors to permit Church··funeral rites for an unbaptized di.ild 
if the parents had intended to have the child baptized. (C. 1183, §2) 

Other Facult-ies 

11. The faculty for a priest to commute or. if necessary, dispense from private 
vows. This faculty may be exercised only if no injury is done to the. 
acqui red rights of others. (CC . 1196 & 1197) The faculty extends also to 
promissory oath~ and under the same conditions. (C. 1203) 

12. The faculty for priests, in individual cases and for a just reason, to 
dispense from the Eucharistic fast (C . 919) and from the obligation of 
observing a day of precept or a day of pennance, or to commute the obligation 
to other pious ~orks . (C. 1245) 

-·-
-----· ---· -·---
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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF 
WILL COUNT Y 

000305 

J OHN SHELLEY 
IIIICIIIIP OF W~L COUNTT 

JOL I ET , ILLINOIS 6 04 3 1-135 9 

~· 1<4 W • .IEFF ER.$0N ST R EET 
J OLIET. II.I.IN OI S GO.l31•13SII 

Sep t ember 4 , 1986 

Reverand William E ; Donnel l y 
425 Summit Stree t 
Jo l iet, Ill i n ois 60435 

Dear Reverand Donnel l y : 

SHERI FI'"S OFF ICE 181:51 727•8:571 
SHERJFJI•S S<ATION 111151 727-l!S'7S 

SHER.,rs JAI~ 18 151 727·8:57 11 

In r eading yesterday ' s repo r ts , I noticed one pertaining 
t o Father Virtue of the Sacred Heart Ch urch in Campos. 
I spoke to our Chaplain concer ning th i s report and he 
suggested I forward a copy to your, atten t ion . The enclosed 
copy is for your infor mat ion onl y . -

FICER 
WILL COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

SR,ME : pm 
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M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO : Bishop Joseph Imesch 

FROM : Bishop Roger Kaffe r 

RE : Father Bill Virtue 

00 0311 

January 16, 1987 

Bill Virtue came to s e e me at his request. We 
talked for a n hour and 45 minutes and then I took him out 
to dinner and we talked some more . Bill found the two parishes 
he was assigned to neglected , both physically and spiritually . 
Apparently, the old past or had just let things deteriorate 
both in t he buildings and among the people . Consequently,. 
Bill has taken thi s l ong to get the house organized and to 
respond to the negl ected needs of some of the parishioners . 
This is f rustrating because he wants to write, but finds it 
very diff icult t o say no when people have needs . I think he 
is in much the same sit uation he was at Sacred Heart : he 
felt guilty for not doing more about evangelization, felt 
frustrated for not doing more writing, did try to addre ss 
the spiritual needs of the people (wit~reports 
from both the parish council and from 111111111111 . who 

c: speaks openl y of his admiration for what Bill did there). 

Bill feels like something of an outsider among the 
priests of Peoria . He real ly feels Joliet is his home and 
where he would prefer to be . He is apprehensive about 
being incardinat ed in Peoria in another six months, which 
seemed to be the arrangement . 

{ 

~ 

Bill has written an article for publication in som~.­
Dutch book . Among the other contri butors ar~umanD.S JOrdan ·~ 
O. P . , so he certainly is in elite, intell ectual company! 

I suggested to Bill that he set tle .down, having gotte n 
the buildings and p e ople in pretty good shape, and spend the 
next five or six years writ i ng the three to six books that 
h e has in the hopper, putting himself on a time schedule s o 
that at least rough- draft s get done in quarterly segments. 
He can then go back to revise them . I told him we can forever 
talk a bout what we ' r e going to do, and forget that much of 
what we ' re going to do is already done . For my part, I know 
that most of what I am going t o do in my l i fe is done . 
And maybe his is too. 

Bill still f e els that he has a great intelle ctual 
contribution t o make by his studies and writings for the 
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Regarding Father Bill Virtue -2- January 16, 1987 

Church . I told him that I don ' t know whether he is j ust off 
the wall or is a real scholar and theologian with substantial 
contributions to make . He conceded that he doesn ' t know 
himself. I suggested he can find out in t he next few years. 

However , he has heard the Viatorians are considering 
l eaY.ing Goodrich . He asked if I thought you would consider 
letting him go to Goodrich and pursue his writing . I told 
him when the present pastor leaves Goodrich, it will be 
c l osed. And I doubted that you would consider assigning him 
there . He said he understood t hat. I also pointed out the 
problem of a precedent in assigning a young pri est to a place 
l i ke that, and what that might say to the other priests in 
the diocese. 

Bill suggested some objections that might come up to 
h i s request , other than the obvious one about the shortage 
of pri ests and c l ergy utilization : l) Pastoral harm to the 
people in Campus, whom he would l eave in a year. He said he 
wou l d think it better t o say that he did much good in one 
year and that because of the shortage, peopl e everywhere are 
not getting as mu ch priestly attention, and he is being 
transferred so that his studies will e v entually help the 
Church, and not for a trivial purpose . 2) nne small par ish 
can 't support a priest. He said if he is free to study , 
perhaps he should be wil ling to accept l ess pay for less 
work . He said he would not expect the diocese to pay half 
of his expenses as it does for Father Rat i u. He said he 
would be able to cover h is needs and pension from the parish 
fo.r he is used to a modest life . 3) Resentment from priests' 
wi th seniority waiting for a parish. He thi nks they would 
recognize he has put in his t ime on the southeast side of 
Joliet, and also suggested he could be made administrator, 
not pastor . 

I asked Bi ll if he would like me, as Vicar for Clergy, 
to ask Bishop Imesch if he would consider Goodrich, even 
though I don ' t think he will . He s aid he would appreciate 
my presen ting h is request. 

Though I did not give Bill any i nkling of my own 
heart of hearts reactions, I do assess him as being a very 
sincere , somewhat disorganized, but conscientious young 
priest. As he talked about s ome of his philosophical and 
t heological insights , I real ly did find it very interesting. 
In my own heart of hearts, I am not sure there would be 
anymore- and maybe l ess- react i on among our priests to 
assigning Bill to a dying, little parish than there is to 
letting him leave the diocese . He would be doing something 

- ·- - - ---- -- - - ·-- - - -- ---··-· ·-·· --·-·-· 



Released April 2014

c 

( 
' · 

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 291 

Redacted February 2014 00031 3 
TMJA 

Regarding Father Bill Virtue -3 - J anuary 16, 1 987 

for the diocese at present , and potentially either as a 
scholar and t heologian , or as one who realizes he is neither, 
as a parish priest for some decades more before retirement, 
after these initial few years . It seems to me we have a 
history of losing priests with special interests who perhaps 
could and would still be in t he diocese s ervi ng us rather well. 
I am thinking of Jerry Rogers and Jim Mahoney , who were 
both rather outstanding young men in our seminary system, 
and who both left the diocese because they had special 
interests. Jim Mahoney later became Superintendent of 
Education and now has some other diocesan job somewhere out 
east . I very much see the need for corporate commitment and 
working on a team , but also realize more and more different 
individuals march to different drummers, and I'm not sure 
that t hat ' s their will or God ' s ! RSVP. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Bishop Roger Kaffer 
RLK:bjd 
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MEMORANDUM February 20, 1987 

TO: Bishop Roger Kaffer 
000314 

FROM: Bishop Joseph Imesch 
,.. 

I read Bill Virtue ' s letter. First of all, I was 
under the imoression that when Bill went to Peoria, it 
was with the idea of being incardinated. Has that 
changed? 

I do· · .. not believe that I can accept Bill back 
into the diocese with the provision tha t he will go to 
Goodrich. I don't . know \vhether that pas tor in t ends to 
retire, but i f and when he does, there will be some 
joining of Goodrich ~vi th some other church. It 
certainly does not qualify to have a resident pastor. 
Since there a re alread t~vo men somewhat involved in 
Herscher, plu , I don't think I want to 
add a nother p 

I f Bill wants to return to the diocese, it 
should be wi th the unda rstanding that he will accept 
any assignment. l~e probably would not have a place 
avai lable for hi m, should he decide to return in June. I 

I think it's important that Bill face the 
reality that the kind of assignment he wants i s 
probably not available in any diocese. Perhap& we can 
discuss this further at one of our staff meetings. 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 

-- ·- ·. - .. - · -- ··-··- ·- ·- - - ·---- . --
\ 
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Reverend William D. Virtue 
:t·astor 
Sacred Heart Rectory · 
Campus, Illinois 60920 

Dear Father Virtue : 

000318 
~iocesan Chancery 
z N. E. Madison Avenue. 

~oria, Illinois 61603-3720 

309/671-1.587 

:.ranuary 13 , 1988 

I have given much thought and prayer to 
y~ur letter of December 1, 1987, in which you reque~t 
at sabbatical to studv in the fall of 1988, at 
~ushi~gton , D.C., at the Dominican Eouse there . 
The following is my response. 

As you know you are still a member of the 
P~esbyterate of the Joliet Diocese and have requested 
from Bishop Imesch and myself a period in 
which you might b e assigned to the two small parishes 
at .Campus and Loretto . After a period of t esting , 
you, Bishop Imesch and I will decide whether you should 
be incardinated into the Diocese of Peoria. 

It would be rather incongruous for me to assign 
you to any other position , particularly a sabbatical 
leave while in this transitional phase of your 
p~iesthood. Indeed, if you wish to pursue the notion 
of a sabbatical for studies, you should consult with 
Bishop Imesch rather than myself at this time. 

On the other hand, if you do eventually become 
a priest of the Diocese of Peoria there would be, of 
course, the same arrangement which a l l the other priests 
cf our diocese enjoy with regard to sabbaticals for 
special studies. ' 

-MORE-
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000317 
Rev. William D. Virtue p 2 1 / 13 /88 

I n summary, I commend you fo:r: your interest 
in the theology of .marriage and sugg~st that you 
continue to pursue that interest. However, it would 
not seem appropriate to devote yourself full time 
to an academic pursuit of this obj e ctive at this time . 

If there are any further t.hou.ghts that you would 
like to share with me , please phone me and we will 
arrange for an appointment. 

Asking God ' s blessing on you and all the people 
at Campus and Lorettq , I remain 

Cordially yours in Christ , 

Most Reverend Edward W. O'Rourke 
BISHOP OF PEORIA 
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CAMPUS, ILLINOIS 60920 

(_ 0 f....; 
/ 

r-rarch 9, 1988 

Dear Bishop O'Rourke, 

By this letter I formally petition incardination 

to the Diocese of Peoria, in Illinois. 

I respectfully submit this petition to you, :and 

I remain ~ours in Christ, 

cc/ Bishop John Myers 
Bishop Joseph Imesch 

Fr. William D. Virtue 

000318. 

- - -------·-· - - ------ --- ·- ···- · -- ·- · 
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C Al'vG'US, ILLINOIS 60920 

C· 

Ma.roh 9, 1988 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

By this l etter I formally seek excardination from 

the Diocese of Joliet, so that I may proceed with :my 

petition for incardination to the Diocese of Peoria. 

I thank you for your pastoral care of me while I 

served in Joliet, and promise you my prayers for every 

Blessing on you and the Diocese . 

Enclosed is a copy of my petition to Peoria. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

cc/ Bishop O'Rourke 
Bishop ?1yers 

Fr. William D. Virtue 

00031 9 

_ .. --··- ----··- ··--· --·· --- - -·- ·-. -
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Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
Campus, IL 60920 

Dear Bill, 

March 1,1, 1988 

c 

Either you are on vacation, have been 
transferred, are out doing the work of the Lord, not 
answering your phone, or else I have a wrong number, 
siBce I have been trying to reach you for several days 
to no avail. Perhaps you would give me a call sometime 
so that I could discuss with you the College of St. 
Francis chaplaincy. It is my understanding that you 
have already talked to Bishop Kaffer about this and 
that you ~d not to pursue the chaplaincy. In 
view of -s letter, however, I did want to 
speak with you. 

( 
' 

Prayers and best wishes to you. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

'()~ 

000320 

l 
I 
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Most Reverend John J. Myers 
Peoria Diocese 
Chancery 
607 N.E. Madison Avenue 
Peo~ ::~ IL 61603 

Dear Bishop Myerst 

March 15, 1988 

Father William Virtue has written Bishop Imesch 
formally requesting excardination so that he might be 
incardinated into the Diocese of Peoria. He also enclosed 
a carbon of a letter which he sent to Bishop O'Rourke with 
this formal z.-::~t;est. 

Bishop Imesch '"ould be '"illing to issue such a letter 
of excardination if, in fact, Bishop O' Rourke has decidad 
to incardinate Father Virtue. Bishoo Ime sch will take no 
action on this request until he hears from Bish\l=~ ..• :.o' Rour~e 
or yourself. ! 

With every best wish, I am 

WED:drns 

Sincerely yours in Christ 1 

Reverend \'lilliam E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 
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Reverend William D. Virtue 
Sacred Heart Parish 
Campus, Illinois 60920 

Dear Bill, 

00032~ 
March 15 , 1988 

Bishop Imesch will be happy to issue a lett• 1r of 
excardination for you once he has received word from 
Bishop O'Rourke that he is willing t o incardinate you 
into the Peoria Diocese. I have written to Bishop Myers 
to tell him of this, and we will now await Bishop 0 1 Rourke 1 s 
decision. 

With every best wish, I am 

WED:dms 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 
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Rev. William E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 
Diocese of Joliet 
ll25 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Donnelly: 

Diocesan Chancery 
607 N. E. Madison Avenue 

Post Office Box 1406 

Peoria. Illinois 6 1655 

March 24, 1988 

Office of the Coadjutor Bishop 

This will acknowledge your letter of March 15, 1988, with regard to the 
possible incardination in the Diocese of Peoria of Reverend William Virtue, a priest 
of the Diocese of Joliet . 

f have consulted with Bishop 0 1 Rourke and he is willing to issue a Decree 
of lncardination should Bishop lmesch issue a Decree of Excardination for Father 
Virtue. 

Thanking you for your kindness in making this consultation, I am 

J JM/epp 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

-r?,t../ 9-4..,~ 
+Most Reverend John J. Myers 

Coadjutor Bis hop of Peoria 
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Most Reverend Edward W. O' Rourke 
Peoria Chancery 
607 N.E . Madison Street 
P . O. Box 1406 
Peoria, IL 61655 

Dear Bishop O'Rourke, 

000324 o-.• 

(_~ 

You hava graciously indicated that you are willing to 
incacdinate the Reverend Wi l liam Virtue of the Diocese of 
Joliet- in-Illinois into the Diocese of Peoria at this time . 
Father Virtue has successfully completed his probationary 
period in your diocese and has received a positive 
recommendation for acceptance. 

As Bishop of the Diocese of Joliet - in-Illinois, I am 
happy to -gra·nt the necessary le·t ·ter of exca:rdi n:ation (Canon 
267) for Rever-end William Virtue, a priest of the Joliet 
Diocese with the understanding that he will be i ncardinated 
into t he Diocese of Peoria . 

( 
' 

A , 

With every best wi sh, I am 

Given at Joliet- in­
Illinois from the 
office of the Bishop 
on the 4th day of 
April, 1988. 

·- ·-·- - - - - - · - --- . - . - - -··- ·---
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Dear Bishop I mesh; 

000325 
Diocesan Chancery 

6 0'Z N. E. Madison Avenue 

Post Office Box 1'106 

Peoria, Dllnois 616'55 

April 20, 1988 

Enclosed is my decree incardinating Father William D. Virtue 
in the Diocese of Peoria. The decree is issued in v iew of Father Virtue•s 
request for acceptance here and of my receipt of your letter of excardination. 
He has done much good work in our diocese, and we are grateful for 
your graciousness in releasing him. 

So that we will have it for our records, we shall appreciate a 
certificate of Father Virtue•s ordination. 

Enclosure 

pc: Rev. William D. Virtue 

Most Reverend Joseph lmesh 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Avenue 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

-j-c~~t..-~~tw· . ~~~~~ 
Most Reverend Edward W. 0 1Rourke, D.D 

BISHOP OF PEORIA 

l • •• • l 
~ -· -.~ 
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C. 

Ecf.Lva..J"l..d W - 0 ' R o f...Vt..k e 

By ~he G~ace o~ God and Apo~~o~c See 
B--i-6 hop o -6- P e. o -'t.-i_a 

To our Beloved Brother in Christ WILLIAM VIRTUE 

Having received his Excellen cy the Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesh's gracious 

letter of excardination for the Reverend William Virtue of the Diocese of 

Joliet- in-Illinois, 

and now that Father Virtue has s uccessfully completed his probationary period 

in our diocese and has received a positive recommendation for acceptance, 

I hereby formally decree and grant that in accordance with the norms of 

Canons 267 and 269 of the Code of Canon Law, from this day Father Virtue 

is incardinated as a pries t of the Diocese of Peoria. 

This decree grants to Father Virtue all the rights, privileges and obligat ions 

of the presbyterate of the Diocese of Peoria. 

Given at Peoria, Illinois 

the --+/--"f_..Ptv..::__x.. _ _ day of ,~ ' 1988. 

(Sea£} 

+Most Reveren_d Edward W. O'Rourke, D.O. 
BISHOP OF PEORIA 

Reverend Terrance P. O'Brien 
Chancellor 
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I I. CHANCERY (Cont'd. ) 

(~. 

c. CLERGY UPDATE: 000327 
On Apri l 18, 1988, Father William Victue was 

incardinated into the Diocese of Peocia t Illinois. Father 
Virtue has been serving at Sacred Heact Parish in Campus , 
Illinois, and St. Mary Mission of Loretto in Illinois. 

II. BUSINESS MANAGER'S OFFICE 
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000328 

Reverend Terrance P. O'Brien 
Chancelloc 
Chancery Office 
607 N.E. Madison Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61603 

Dear Father O ' Brien: 

April 25, 1988 

I am enclosing copies of the sacramental and ministerial 
records of Father William Virtue who has been incardinated into 
the Peoria Diocese. 

If you would require any further documentation about Bill's 
years at OeAndceis Seminary in Lemont or his assignments in the 
Joliet Diocese, I will happy to provide them foe you. 

With every best wish, I am / 
r 

WED:dm.s 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend William E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 
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Hay 11, ·199 2 

Dear Bishop Kaffer, 

PERMANENT DIACONATE 
Spalding Renewal Cente~ 

401 NE Madison 
. Peoria, IL 61603 

000335 

We wish to announce the rec~nt Ordination of thirty men to 
the Permanent Diacona te for· the Diocese of Peoria. This is 
the fifth class ordained f~r our Diocese, and is by far the 
largest group we have ordained. It brings the number of 
active Permanent Deacons in the Peoria Diocese to ninety . 

. ' 
The new Deacons bring a magnificent array of gifts to the 
people of God. We are . very proud of them, and look forward 
to their service to the. people of God. 

Encl osed please find a card commemorating the Ordination. 
Please keep these men in your prayers, as they begin their 
ministry as Permanent Deacons. 

May the Lord continue to bless you and those to whom you 
minister in His Name. 

In Christ's love, 

~( f3(ftv'~~ 
Fr. William D. Virtue 
Episcopal Vicar for Deacons 
Diocese of Peoria 

encl 
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Reverend William Virtue 
Permanent Diaconate 
Spalding .Renewal Center 
401 N E ~ladison 
Peoria, IL 61603 

Dear Billt 

June 12, 1992 

~iany thanks for your note and the news about 
the large Permanent Diaconate class for Peoria. You 
must certainly have been busy during these past two 
yearsf 

Congratulations, I think, on becoming pastor of 
Granville. I hope it is a good assignment for you. 
Let's hope we bump into each other one of these days. 

Prayers for you. 

Sincerely i n Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

.. ··--·· . ··--····----·--

.. 
I 

-- -·- ·---· .. ·--- - ·-·-··-------· .. ... 
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MEMORANDUM January 30, 1995 

TO: Sister Judith Davies, o.s.F. 
FROM: Bishop Joseph Imesch 

RE: March J. o. D. 

In the Ha~cb J.O.B. on the Priests' Page you might 
add this parag11aph. 

Congratulati~ms to Rever~nd William Virtue, 
pastor of St. Mary Church in Loret·to·, Illil)ois and 
ft>rarerly a prie$·t- of the Dioeeae ·of .Joliet . Bill received 
his doct-orate 1~ Moral Theology from ttle Ponti~ical 
Ang~Jicum University in Rome , awama eum laude. lU.s- th~sis 
is e~titled, '•Mother and ~rJfant$," a diss~r~·at~~n on the 
r~.sponsibil i ties 0.£ m~the~;s te>ward.S· their child~ en ., Father 
Bill Ryan,. Bill's uncl~, aceomp•uied him. to Rome and 
c.~ms·tituted- the c.tteering· seetion for his defense. -

. . . . . 
Host Reverend Joseph L. Imeseh 
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MEt-lORAN DUM January 30 , 1995 

TO: 

FROM: 

REt 

Sister Judith Davies. O.S.F. 

. Bishop Joseph lmesch 

March J. 0. B. 

ln th~ March J.O.B . on the Priests' Page you might 
add this paragraph. 

Congratulat i ons to Reverend William Vi rtue, 
pastor of St. Mary Church in Loretto, Illinois and 
formel:ly a priest of the Diocese of Joliet. Bi l l received 
his doctorate in Moral Theology from tile Pontifical 
Aagelicum University io Rome, summa cum laude. His thesis 
is enti tied, uMother and Infants, '' a dissertation on the 
responsibilit i es of mothers towards their children. Father 
Bill Ryan , Bill's uncle, · accompanied him to Rome and 
consti tuted the cheering section for his defense. 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
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Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Church 
P. o. llox 68 
Campu~t IL 60920 

D~ar 'Bill: 

. .. : . . ~ 

February 7, 1995 

Congratulations on receiving your Doctorate in 
Moral Theology from the Angelicum, s·umma cum laude! 
That i~ really quite an achievement. · 

God • s blessings as you continue to minister and 
t~ach for the cause of Christ. 

With cordial P.ersonal regards and with a plea and 
a promise of continued. mutual prayer·s always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincere~y yours in the Sacred Heart 2 

Most Reverend Rog~r L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop o.f · Joliet 

cc: Fath~r William Ryan 

··-- ·· ----
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June 7, 1995 

Reverend William Virtue 
Sacred Heart Church 
Box 68 
Campus, IL 60920 

Dear Bill: 

Congratulations on your doctorate and on the 
publication of your dissertation. I just received a 
complimentary copy from the National Commission on Human 
Life , Reproduction and Rhythm. God's blessings as you 
continue to work for the cause of Christl Itm proud of 
you. J 

With cordial best wishes, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacre~ Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

------. -· -·--- . - . . . - - - .. ·-·------------· ·- - -
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000345 

June 7, 1995 

Thank you so much for the gift copy of Father 
Bill Virtue 1 s doctoral dissertation. Having been his 
seminary rector when he was in college, I am especially 
pleased and proud to receive this. Thank you for making 
it available. 

With cordial best wishes, and with a plea and a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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ST. THERESA CHURCH o0034S Post Office Box 190 
221 West Union Street 

EARLVI LLE, IL60518 (C 
7 o-~, I o -c. 

···- ··-·- ··- ----

I 
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Reverend William Virtue 
St. Theresa Church 
P.O.Boxl90 
221 West Union Street 
Earlville, IL 60518 

Dear Bill, 

000349 

J11ne 11, 1998 

On Tuesday pf this week our Clergy Retirement Board met to 
discuss your request and several other .matters. We had qu~te a lengthy 
discussion about your request and there were varying opinions regarding a 
re~ponse. None of the members of the Board felt that there was any 
obligation in justice to provide you with partial pension benefits. Some felt 
that if we were to offer you any amount, it would be from charity. 

Some of the members. felt that since 20 years was the required 
number of years for vesting, you were not entitled. to anything. They felt 
that monies donated by the patish for your future pension were intended to 
build the ·pension fund for all of the priests and that no prj est. could claim 
a parish contribution as a personal right. 

Soine brought up the· fact that we have had other priests who 
have joined religious COI1U1lun.ities and dioceses in the past and we have not 
provided them ~ith any monies from the pension fund, tinless, they wer~ 
vested. 

The members of the B<?ard did not have a clear understanding 
of the present pension plan in Peoria. Although you mentioned that you had 
included a copy of the plan, no such document was enclosed. The members 
wondered how the Peoria pension plan is ·funded, what the annual 
contribution was from each parish and whether that went directly to the 
priest for investment purposes· or to some diocesan program. 
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000350 
2 

In any case, the final resolution of the Bo.ard was that since 
you were not yet 70 years of age, no monies should be provided you at this 
time. The Board recommended that you contact the diocese upon reaching 
70 to inquire again about receiving some pension benefits. Depending upon 
your personal needs at that time, a future Board and a future bishop might 
decide to respond favorably to your request. 

Bill, I would irna~e that you are not pleased with this 
response but I did want to assure you that the Board gave serious 
consideration to your request. Obviously, there are strong arguments that 
can be made for either side of this question. Since there was no immediate 
ne~d, the Board decided to defer the matter until you reached the age of70. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

cc-Members of Clergy Retirement Board 
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October 3, 2005 

000351 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davles, OSF 

RE: Abuse Report 

On Friday, September 30, 2~ a call from a woman 
who identified herself as--. She stated that she 
had contacted the Archdiocese of Chicago but was referred to 
Diocese since that is where the abuse was to have taken u1avv. 

said that on the evening of Thursday, September 29, 
he had been abused at the age of 9 by a priest in 1 
in Mokena. 

- had very limited infonnation. She did not know the full 
name of the priest, only that he was called "Father Bill," and that he was 
only at the parish for a very short period of time. 

- said that she thought other boys might have been abused 
since there were others in her brother's class that are now drug users. 

When I suggested that - might wish to speak with Sister 
Mary Frances Seeley, our Victim Assistance Coordinator, -aid 
that she had been given Sister's number but no one had ~ My 
response was that I would contact Sister Mary Frances and ask that she 
cal-

2. t?v<t£4.111~ 
ster Judith A. Davies! SF 

Chancellor 
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FILE MEMORANDUM 

October 6, 2005 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Abuse Report 

On October 3, 2005, Sister Mary Frances Seeley stated that she 
spoke with-regarding abuse suffered by her brother by a "Father 
Bill." Sister said that the abuse was supposed to have happened in 1977. 

In line with our protocol , Sister offered 6 sessions of counseling to 
the man who had suffered abuse. 

Sister Mary Frances called this morning saying that "Father Bill" 
was Father Bill was supposed t~ 

or 1980 to . Sister said that .......... 
the victim, complained that nothing had been done to date. 

My response to Sister was that we could not proceed until we had a last 
name of the priest. However, we did offer counseling to the man who 
alleged the abuse. 

This afternoon, I spoke with Monsignor Showalter of the Diocese of 
Peoria (309-671-1550 xt 224), informed him that an allegation had been 
made against Father Bill Virtue and that either Sister Mary Frances or I 
would provide him [Monsignor] with more information as soon as possible. 

~Aic4 . .1fl.. •• ~ 
ter Judith A. Davies~ SF 

Chancellor 

000352 
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J 425 Summit St. 815-722-6606 
Joliel, Il linois 60435 fax 8 15-722-6602 

Rev. Msgr. Steven P. Rohlfs 
Diocese of Peoria 
607 N.E. Madison Avenue 
Peoria, I L 61603 

Dear Monsignor Rohlfs, 

January 24, 2006 

Enclosed are two pieces of information that might be helpful to your 
Diocese. 

of a letter 
detailing the abuse 

The second is a copy of an e-mail from 
is self explanatory. 

As I said above these may be of use to the Peoria Diocese as it 
proceeds with Mr. allegation. Please call me if I can be of any 
assistance. 

May God bless you. 

W ith every best wish, I am 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

'/?-44 ~ 4'---~~~"" 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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120r don't know the exact age that it started. I was attending 
school at St. Mary's in Mokena IL. The first encounter 
happened when I got caught eating the host that they use for 
communion. The communion comes in bags, well I was 
eating them when Fr. Bill caught me and told me that the the 
hosts where blessed and that it was a mortal sin, for me to 
be eating them. Fr. Bill took me into a back little hallway 
where they stored stuff.He told me to bend over, and he hit 
me on my butt. Fr. Bill did not hit me hard. He would hit me 
once then tell me not to look at him, it would be a little while 
till he hit me again . After that episode he told me that what I 
did may cause me not to go to heaven, and that I needed to 
go to confession, and that he would hear my confession . 
There was a room down from the class rooms, across from 
the boys and girls bathrooms. this is where they herd 
confessions, it was here that he fi rst touched me in a 
inappropriate way. Fr. Bill did not make me get undressed. 

(
.. He just rubbed his hands on me or fondled me. I don't know 

what my reaction was I think I was in shock. I didn't know 
what to think. This was after I told him that I ate the hosts. 
He told me that what goes on in here is sacred or something 
like that, it was between us and God and that I was in 
enough trouble. The first sexual assault happened next. I'm 
having a hard time writing this down, because I didn't stop 
him. Why didn't I stop him? It was in the same room that he 
heard confessions. He told me to pull my pants down, he 
was touching me on my butt and penis. I don't remember 
what he was saying to me while he was doing this. The next 
thing he did was stick his finger in my rectum. I remember 
him pushing it in and out. He did not stick his penis in me at 
that time. He did take his pants down and masterbated. After 
he was done he told me to get dressed. 

The next e isode ha ened in a forest reserve in 
Frankfort IL 
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He took me deep into 
the woods. He pulled my pants down. He then sodomized 
me with his penis. l remember it hurt so bad. I can remember 
screaming and him putting his hand over my mouth saying 
something like he was almost done. He finished I remember 
pulling my pants up. Him taking me home. He told me not to 
say nothing to no one or I was goin to o to hell or 

to ha 

r. Bill again took my pan te mg me be 
quiet he told me to turn around and bend over I told him that 
it hurt bad he stuck his penis in b ain he told me if I 
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gonna go any er now cont1nue as necessary 
I'm still in grade school at this point. 
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i •· Pries tis· . · .· · 
. . .. . . . .· 0.0 0 .~fi-~· .· removea.' ·. 

frolll·roie 
• Abuse allegatiQn:. 
Theologian accused.of 
misconduct in Joliet Dioc~se 

. . . "' ~ . ·· .. ·. , . 
. ..· .. . By Ted Slowik • · · 

' · STAFF WArt tR ... 

. 'PEORIA_:_ A theologian, prl6.ta~4 at'x~or 
. ' has been removecl'fr~hl.ri$listry aft:~r' .. ~ejng 

. · accused of sexually aousmg· · 

f . . 
! ' 

a boy in tbe)~.oman:Catliolic:: · 
• :. . Diociese·of foliet abo'ut 25 
·, · years~ago:·· ~-- . : , : · . . ~ 

. The·ReY.1oWilliam.Dennis ... · ~ 
·:'Virtt.i~·s7;i:ie~restii~ali~t.l; · -r~ 

·'. tiQn, but h# ~~·ed to·. s~ep . . ! ~ 
: · ... dowb. from ·put>lic.ininlstcy, .'-' 1 

: tb.e 'Pe·bria-Cath6iic:bioces~ . · · r 
· · ~a~d; VJrt~~·ba~· seT.ved in ' . , · · ..... : · · 11 . 
. aoout: 1.0 .cen.tral Illinois . . . . .·· . . .. . . . 
· cbu.tches·smddoining the'J?con~ DJo¢~e in . 1 
. 1988 rui.d rri.os~tece_iitlyw.asadn1inistr;tto~.ofSt. : . 'j . 

Tlieresa Catholic Church in.Earlville, north~ . · . · · . west of Ottawa.'· ·.. . . . . . ··~ ·. . · · .. · .. . . I ; 
. Virtue also hadservedat.three.Pat!shes·.i,l) ! . 
, th~ RocidOi'd.DioceS:e, ·an. a until two:we~ks ago 
· wasparochialadmiilis.fratorofStJamesCliur~~ ·. · · 

.in iee·.a towidn Lee. County. · . ~· .:.~- ': · .-· · ' 
, .. · . :·"w~-werenotified by the PeQri~ Pioceseon· · j • 

Feb.l3, ~tw~ch;~~ we re5dnde~~i$ ~~~~tly i . 
: +·Turn to PRIEST, A9'· · 1 • 
. · . I . 

I 

,! . 

---------- ---- -·---- - - - ---·-
... ---... ·---·---·-·. ·-··- ··· ___ , 



-· 

( 

' 

FR. VI~TCI~· SCA~ FROM "'THE DfO~ESE OF-JOLIET NO. 
. . . . . . 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April2014 

, I ' , I •' ·,· •.: '• • , • •• , . ',, · :· 

.
1
1 

_·.p· .R· .lEST . si~{llert'ts incllfde si .. Mary 
11 · Magdalene, Joliet (1976~7:7}; · ' 

·- . St. Dominic, Bolingbrook 
From pageAl.. , (1978-8.0); St. Mary:-:Na:tivity, 

· · · . Joliet (1~81); St Mary, Moke-
faculties.~~was tok\tovacate .· n·a (1982);-and· s~c~~dJJ,eart, 

~vt.,,nMn- Joliet (1983-86).: : · ·: · ! 
. · :The ~id~~y~cllcat¢s Yrr-

. tue was on duty outside the 

I 
cese. . : · . _. :· · JolietDioceseduring1987-88·l 

, . Tb,e.Peona._DJ.ocesesaidthe .and-th~re are no Ustings for 
· a'f:Ju~e alleg~d,ly .occur-red 1989-90 . · •· · 
while.Yirtu.~ served in the'Jo- . · · . . .· . . · : 
llet Diocese, hut.provid~d 'rio· The Pe?na Diocese .hst~ 

· :ftiriber details·''out of re;spect. several assJ.glllllen_~s for Virtue 
· for the privacy ofthe individu- .fro~ 1~9~ to 1999. For 2000· 
· ais involv¢u." · ·. · 0~, he-1s ~sted·as on dut¥ out- . 
.. · ... A :spokeswoman fortll~ d.io- st,de tpe ?lOcese at~ SC!ffiD<l!Y 
cese·declined fur.ther com- ~tMount_StMary's.Um~erstty 
· ¢erit F.ridaY. A. spoke_smci~ for.;. m. E~~1ts~u.rg, ~d. • In the 
the JoUet Diocese was· at a fu- Ba1ti~oie 4-r~h~toc~se . . ~ 

!~eral Frid~y and unavailable ~~o-~e$:!'~~an f~r the S~ID.l~ 
,for comment according to his _naryr ~d. Vn-tue had ~een an 
office· . ' · · . ass!stan~ professor of.m~ral 

. · · : · . . . theology_and sy-stematics, the 
Peona .Btsho~ Damel}enky. study of evolution. , .. 

aske.d Vu:tue to. step dowu . . · . · . . . ·· . ; ·. .. . . 
, ~er th~ abu~e:al~egation sur-"· ~ · In an IP~r.v~e~ Wlth ~anti­
faced .thePeotlaDiocesesaid-. cle Magazme m 1998, Vtr.tue 
in a, state~~nt.T.hu~sday; Al- -~e~ at~en&~}l abouthis-19.95 

· ~ough 'Vrrfue ~ay,s he is fnilo ~ : jltsse!!aq~n. · M~thet; .and In-
.. ~e~t;)le :igreed to iw longer fant: IheMoral·Theology of 

function as:apriest in ~ny·pub·-. 
li~ capatity,_wear clerical-garb 

. .. 
• •• .. 0 • • •• • ; 

· or use the title i!Reverend-" or· 
· "Father," acco.rding to. the: 

statement.· · · . 
''It just to s~arched .and ·wrote about . 

bear it " said breastfeedmg and how expect-
parishioJ!er · ·ant mothers ~liould_.~se ~ucl;l . 

· Church in -Farme1: _City, to _connect With the1r UIJ.bor;:t 

. ,• 

. . 
• t 

.. . . 

. . . 
• ' 

Virtue served from 2001 to.' child.. . . · . . .· .. . 
·2003. "I thoughN1e.was a wo.n~ ·. ' · ~Jt was delightful to se~ ·' 

"·derfu1pries~. !thought be was · -thesei~mately and passion-' -~ · 
:;a;"V~r,y ttice·persorr.~· .. · · . . · ·ate~ternalrealities ackt1-owl- ·: 
--. .In .'tpe written ~tatement, . edged: in a·bookof'the utmdst l • 

. j¢n~y_:;a. id-he prays'·daily'tOr · ·-mo~a} SE:fiOUSne~?·. ~ 'Vfl'~te a : ~(- . 
'all victims of sexual abuse. · . revtewer m the religious JOur- . . 
~ .. "I senci' my liear.t!elt apolo-· . nal.Caleum Et Terr~. . . . . . 

· g_ies :to all_those ·affected and · Minneapolis attor.ney Jeff · · · · 
. pray:_thato~r Lord willl1eal.tl1e Anderson said his offi~ repre- ·, · 
. ~'f.O.t.I _Iids resulting . from this· se.D.ts a mllJl who says h~ is .a ·{ . 
. ab4s~~~· Jep.ky sajd. . ·· victiril o~sexual abuse l>Y -Vir..: 

: . ·. The Ca thpH~ Di~e~tory~ . tue, ~~that the m_an does not . 
: · :~Jiich·lists a,ssignment.sfor all want to disclose his identity at · 
·:priests·, in~lca~~ that Virtue this. time; . . 
·was 9rdained . i~ 1~.75 a--pd 
• $_e.tved a~ parishes in the.Joliet The Associated Press con-. 
. Diocese for 10 yeai:~- His as- tributed ·to thi.~ repott. . 

. . . . . .. . ... . ···~· 

- - . . . ·--·-- ----... --- -- -··- ... 
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FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 342 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April2014 

TO: 

FAX: -

FROM: 

RE: Assignments- Father William Virtue 

11-75 St. Mary Magdalene, Joliet 
07-77 St. Dominic, Bolingbrook 
07-80 St. Mary Nativity, Joliet 
09-81 St. Mary, Mokena 
04-82 Sacred Heart, Joliet 
08-86 Out of diocese 

000364 
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FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 343 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 000365 
Released April2014 

MEMORANDUM 

February 27, 2006 

TO: 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend William Virtue 

Would you please make the following announcement at all your 
Masses this coming weekend? 

This past week an allegation was brought forward against Father 
William Virtue, a priest of the Diocese of Peoria. Father Virtue was 
stationed at our parish from July of 1977 to July of 1980. If anyone is 
aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Virtue, please 
contact the Diocese of Peoria at 309-671-1561. 

Thank you very much. 

~-41-~ a,,,~ 
Ter Judith A. Davies. F 

Chancellor 

·- ·- . ·- ·· - - . ·- - - -· ·-- ' 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 27, 2006 

TO: 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend William Virtue 

000368 

Would you please make the following announcement at all your 
Masses this coming weekend? 

This past week an allegation was brought forward against Father 
William Virtue, a priest of the Diocese of Peoria. Father Virtue was 
stationed at our parish from November of 1975 to July of 1977. If anyone 
/s aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Virtue, please 
contactthe Diocese of Peoria at 309-671-1561. 

Thank you very much. 

~~L.&t~ erTudith A. Davies: SF 
Chancellor 

---- - -----



FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 345 

~Febru~ese of joliet 

1(~ April 
2~~ancery 

! 425 Summit St. 

000367 
·- -------------

815-722-6606 

C. 

Joliet, Illinois 60'135 Fax 815-722-6602 

MEMORANDUM 

February 27, 2006 

TO: 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend William Virtue 

This morning I received a call from a 
He served on the parish council at Sacred eart Parish in Joliet prior to Father 
Virtue being assigned there. 

Mr. stated that he would be willing to serve as a witness on 
behalf of Father Virtue. 

Thank you. 

ter Judith A. Davies, 
Chancellor 

--- ... - ...... -
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MEMORANDUM 

February 27, 2006 

TO: 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend William Virtue 

000368 

Would you please make the following announcement at all your 
Masses this coming weekend? 

C. 
This past week an allegation was brought forward against Father 

William Virtue, a p riest of the Diocese of Peoria. Father Virtue was 
stationed at our parish from April of 1982 to July of 1986. If anyone is 
aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Virtue, please 
contact the Diocese of Peoria at 309-671-1561. 

Thank you very much. 

' 
\ 
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Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 27, 2006 

TO: 

FAX: 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend William Virtue 

00036S 

Would you please make the following announcement at all your 
Masses this coming weekend? 

This past week an allegation was brought forward against Father 
William Virtue, a priest of the Diocese of Peoria. Father Virtue was 
stationed at our parish from September of 1981 to April of 1982. If anyone 
is aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Virtue, please 
contact the Diocese of Peoria at 309-671-1561. 

Thank you very much. 

~d.&u~~ 
er:IUdith A. Davies7 SF 

Chancellor 
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FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 348 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
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MEMORANDUM 

February 27, 2006 

TO: 

- 815-727-4393 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend William Virtue 

Would you please make the following announcement at all your 
Masses this coming weekend? 

This past week an allegation was brought forward against Father 
William Virtue, a priest ·or the Diocese of Peoria. Father Virtue was 
stationed at our parish from July of 1980 to September of 1981. If anyone 
is aware of any inappropriate behavior on the part of Father Virtue, please 
contact the Diocese of Peoria at 309-671-1561. 

Thank you very much. 

iift";, 1. ~ u~..-r 
erJudith A. Davies, o 

Chancellor 

00 0370 
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Redacted February_2014 
TMJA 

1/i"Y 

Most Reverend Daniel Jenky, D.D. 
Bishop of Peoria 
607 N .E. Madison 
Peoria, IL 60163 

Dear Bishop Jenky, 

000371 

June 1, 2006 

Father Bill Virtue has asked me to write to you regarding his 
priestly ministry in Joliet. Father Virtue was ordained on November 29, 1975 
and served in this diocese until July 1, 1986 when he was accepted into the 
Diocese of Peoria. He was incardinated into the Peoria diocese on Aprill8, 
1988. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 

----- - -- ---
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W.D. Virtue 

Dear Bill, 

000372 

June 1. 2006 

I am enclosing a letter for you to give to Bishop Jenky. I hope 
this is what you wanted. 

I have no recollection of speaking with you about .. being given 
credit" for the ten years you served in the Diocese of Joliet. I never felt that 
there was any need to make such a statement, because your record of service 
here is an historical fact. 

I regret the difficulties in which you find yourself at this time. 
I keep you in prayer and hope that this matter will be settled soon in your 
favor. 

Sincerely in Christ 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Apostolic Administrator 



FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 351 
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a;~~~:-~Sa9~~!r~~~- T_H_~ -~~~C-~-~~--~F J~-LI~~-~-~-rr:~7g -· 
~ 425 Summit St. 8 15·722-6606 

C. 

Joliet, Ill i nois 60435 Fax 815·722-6602 

June 8, 2006 

Dear Mr. Astorino, 

Your Jetter concerning Father William Virtue arrived at the 
Chancery. l am happy to forward your letter to Father and hope that he 
will respond to you. 

Thank you very much for your kind invitation to dinner. Perhaps 
sometime in the future I will be able to join you and your family. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

;;;~d.&. ..... ~.y~ 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 



\ 

. R. ~~I~fi ~f~~ftRO~ ~-~-~-DI~==-SE-~F-~O-~IE~~~--,:osa3·o-o- - -·-
ruary ~honcery U U 0 

' ril 2014 

~ 425 Summit St. 815-722-6606 
Joliet, Il l inois 604 35 Fox 815-722-6602 

June 8, 2006 

William Virtue 

Dear Father Virtue, 

Enclosed is a letter I received f 
tell from the content of the letter, 

As you can 
is very anxious to contact 

you. 

May God bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

'j/?-e.H~ ~ ..• :~ 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancel lor 
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FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 361 

Redacted February 2014 
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Dear Bill: 

"'00038_3 ~-

April 24, 2007 

Thank you for your letter of April 11, 2007. Bill, I am not quite sure how to 
respond to your letter, but I do want you to know that you are in my prayers, that 
God will shed his light of truth on all those in your situation. Because my recent 
press release and comments regarding Father Burnett did not relate to your 
case, I do not have any further information to offer you or your attorney at this 
time. 

Bill, I was happy to meet you several months ago, and I ask the Lord to 
send you his peace, which surpasses all understanding, and to heal all hurts. 

With every best wish and prayer, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 

cc-Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C. S. C. 

-- ·- ······ · 
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FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 362 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 

W.D. Virtue APR 1 8 2007 

Bishop J. Peter Sartain 
Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

April 11, 2007 

Greetings in this most holy season of the Risen Lord. 

(1003-8~ 

I rejoice with you that the Holy Spirit of Truth bas spoken through 
you to declare that the allegation against Fr. Burnette is 'not credible.' I can 
imagine your anguish at the dilemma: you have no jurisdiction over me to 
declare the same, yet investigations done in response to th~ 
lawsuits may have · moral certitude tha~ like the allegations against 
Jim Burnette, the allegation against me also is false. His 'witness' 
is the dubious vouched for his false accusation - making it two 
against me. As we show a 'preferential option' for the poor; so we can give 
youth a 'preferent~- but not credulity. For their eternal good, 
we should prevent~om duping the Church and depriving the 
people of God of the sacramental ministry oftwo priests. 

I thank you for your efforts to defend two priests, and for manifesting 
courage in the face of litigation and media rhetoric in clearing Jim Burnette. 
Christ bestowed on you that gift of the Holy Spirit; and, "Now that you have 
been strengtheneti Peter, you must in turn strengthen your brothers." Your 
brothers - and I - can be encouraged by the truth of your findings 
showing allegations are 'unsubstantiated and not credible.' I 
respectfully ask, when feasible, that you make this available to my lawyer. 

When I transferred to Peoria at Bishop O'Rourke's invitation 22 yrs 
ago, for theological reasons to do research for an S.T.D., I was graced to 
write Mother & Infant (used by John Paul ll in a 1995 allocution to promote 
maternal breastfeeding). Instead of returning to Joliet when Bishop Imesch 
retired I received a leave from Bishop Jenki, and to be near my aged parents, 
I had been serving in the Rockford diocese when the Lord permitted me to 
suffer the present penance: God must love those lot, to have 
asked the faithful to pay such a price to convert their hearts. 

Now as we enjoy the time of Divine Mercy, I beg you to help me, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, W.D. Virtue ~~ 

---- - -- ----- .. . ---· ··--- ---- -------····---·- --- ·- ·-·---··· . --· - --
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- --'1-·· 
J!O O ~----------------------------------------~~~ 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

-I told you about the sexual abuse in November of2005. I have hidden 
thisfor my whole life because of 
1 )Total em harassment 
2)didnt want to face the consequences from Father burnett who told me I 
would get kicked out of schooL 
3)scared of what people would say if I was in the room with the~ 
4 )Father Burnett fondled me at least over a hundred times. i told - I 
didnt know but my memory comes back the harder I have to think about it.it 
makes me sick everytime I have to think about what father burnett did to 
me.He was my favorite priest and always so sweet to me, yet he built up the 
trust between me him and GOD never 

2/1212006 

- .... - · ··-~- ·· --- · ·-~-----· . --- ···-···--·-·· - -- ·--- -·- · .. ·-- ----- -- ·--
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Dear Cardinal, h00405 " 
I am writing this in a last attempt to get some justice for my 
family. I wanted to make sure that you were aware of what is 
going on under your nose jn the Joliet Diocese. I understand that 
you are a very busy man. This is extremely important to me. I 
have prayed and prayed and my relationship has grown stronger 
with God. Unfortunately my faith in the Catholic institution has 
greatly diminished. Please read these few pages. They are actual 
detailed accoWlts abuse. :J and the handling of it by 
the Joliet Diocese. I need your help in the healing process of this. 
Sexual abuse does not only affect the victim but the family of the 
victim. The pain that we have endured because of the leadership 
and the lack of sympathy from your trained officials is heart 
stopping. :rvty phone number · I 
feel something has to be done to close this door. I have lost friends 
for 30 years over thjs. My faith in this church has been repeatedly 
tested. I know I have passed .my tests of courage that God has 
chosen to give me. Unfortunately if you ask God about the paths 
that the leaders of the Joliet Diocese have done and I am sure God 
will tell you ofhis disappointment, and lack of true compassion 
and true acts of kindness. Please say a prayer to God before 
reading these few and then open your heart as to what 
we should future on this. 

They finally had the courage to speak up 
and were so horrible denied the path of spiritual healing. I pray that 
I hear from you soon. 
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FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 377 

~e~~ry 2014Diocese of Joliet OM* Office of the s;,hop 

I 425 Summit St 8 I 5-722-6606 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 Fax 81 5-722-6632 

September 28, 2007 

I I I -

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for your letter of September 21, as well as the copy of the letter 
you sent me by e-mail on September 17. I did receive that letter as well. 

C· 

Bill, I understand that our recent decision was very difficult for you, and I 
know the past several years have been tough ones for you and your family. I do 
want you to know that my decision in this regard was based on the best advice 
and information available to me, and I will continue to ask God to bless you and 
all those involved. 

i 

\ 

Just as you asked, I am happy to continue praying for you, that the Lord's 
way will be made clear for you and that you will find peace in every way. 
Likewise, I pray for all those who come forward with accusations of sexual abuse. 

I have not heard from your attorney, Aida Botti, and I do not anticipate the 
Diocese making any further comments regarding your case. I'm sure Mr. Botti 
will be in touch with Mr. Jim Byrne if there are other unresolved issues that need 
to be discussed. 

With every best wish and prayer, I am 

bee: Mr. Jim Byrne 

Sincerely in Christ, 

-~-r-
Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 
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W.D. Virtue 

Bishop J. Peter Sartain 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

' . . 

000407 
s ·ept. 21, 2007 

Enclosed is a signed copy of the Jetter sent you by e~mail the 
other day. I beg you not to let a liar defraud the Church; the ruling 
of credible was wrong and as such should not in:fluence you. 

I have written my attorney, that I will not sign on 
the settlement, and asked him to send you my statement which will 
be something as follows, ~pproves the wording: 

( · 
"Defendant William Vi.rt:t!e has denied the claim asserted 

against him, and any and all allegations made by plaintiff against 
him. Virtue therefore has refused. to enter into a settlement with 
plain tiff." 

0 

' 

And if - approves the wording, you may include, 
with your press release on the dismissal/settlements, the following: 

William Virtue states: "I respect the diocesan settlements to 
protect the Church from liability, but I cannot in conscience sign 
them and give credibility to a false allegation, for Jesus said, 'the 
Truth will set y~u free.' Pray, as I am, for my accuser. God loves 
him very much. I entrust both of us to the Divine Mercy." 

If you deem it prudent to pay a settlement to protect the 
diocese from liability, since this can cast a shadow over me that 
you doubted me, for this unjust effect you owe restitution. Please 
do that by praying for me, and by helping my canonical situation 
so that Christ may regain use of me, His living instrument in the 
Church's public worship and Sacraments. 

Sincerely yours in the hearts of Jesus and Mary, 

--·· -· · ---· . ·-· - -·--··---

.! 
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Bishop J. Peter Sartain 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

Sept. 17, 2007 

meantime I want to state my unofficial reaction to a settlement. 

Though I 
am on trial - as a priest and my good name - I had no input nor did 
I know until yesterday that a judge has dismissed the case. 

f'L.--cs4- C{ c.. 
Even though I am aware that after you made a J ..2 ~~ 

~Fr. Dick Bennett received a favorable dismissal and ~ '-< 

ff~<t:(was canonically cleared, for the following reasons a settlement ~ ~ 
seems a grave injustice for me. 

A settlement could signify concern for the accuser, but I 
assure you, as his claim is a lie, he will suffer no injustice if you do 
not pay. But I could suffer if you pay because a settlement leaves a 
shadow; the ambiguous resolution of paying off an accuser leaves 
the impression of some doubt that this is a false accusation. This 
makes it much more difficult for me to clear my name and my 
priestly status in the Peoria Diocese. 
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00040 9 
. 

I feel like I am hanging between two thieves trying to defraud 
the Church. Please do not construe my p ast year and a half of 
silence and patience as anything but trust in God. I am restraining 
my anger at the possibility that a single penny could be given to 
this fraudulent claim and give credibility to this false accusation. 
As I am without human resort at this moment until my lawyer 
returns, I entrust this to God to whom · 
our behalf. 

I humbly and prayerfully thank you for being my 
Advocate, and your team for fighting for our church and my case. 
In the name of Jesus Christ don't back down now, but continue to 
do what is morally true and good. . 

~~v~ 
Sincerely in the hearts of Jesus and Mary, William D. Virtue 

. --·--···· .. . . . - ·--· -----· . ··-·-. - ·-
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Bishop Peter Sartain 
Chancery Office 
Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

W.D. Virtue 

tEB 1 2 2008 

.. ~J004t~ 
Feb. 11,2008 

Thank you for your past kindness in replying to my letters. 

For two years I have lived in the dark by faith. Now there is some 
light because the Diocese of Peoria is considering a review of my 
case before its review board, before which I have never appeared. 

I need your help. From both your review board and the civil c· : case would you please authorize release to my attorney, data on: 

1. the noncredibility of my accuser, 
2. the noncredibilty of his brother, 
3. the adjudication ofthe 

I ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ our High Priest, 
so that I may once again serve I-Iim in ministry to His flock. 

In Christ, William D. Virtue 

tt£?V~ 

- . ·--· ..... - - -- - · ·- ·- ·· --- -· ------ - -
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425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

1!!!1!!1 
412 NE Madison S1reet 
Peoria, IL 61603 

Dear 

November 6, 2008 

815-722-6606 
Fox 815-722-6602 

000414 

Enclosed is a photocopy of Father William Virtue's priest file. It 
consists of 380 pages. 

There are a variety of letters in which other priests were being 
evaluated or comments were made about them. Those papers are 
included but the information pertaining to the other individuals has been 
deleted. 

For your convenience, I am enclosing a "privilege log" prepared by 
Mr. Byrne which itemizes all of the above. Please contact me if I can be of 
any assistance. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

--// '. ~ ~¥d.~ 
Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 

. .. ···--- ---· ·- -- .. ·- -···-- ------- --- ---·· · --- . ---- --· -·-- . . --·-
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Dear Bishop of the Church, 
000416 

About a year ago I met with a priest who doesn't know me, and asked him to 
witness me sign my name on a statement. I kept it till now because I did not want to get 
involved. rm sending you the one with only my initials, because I want no publicity for 
my wife and family. Please respect our privacy and do not try to contact me. 

I told the priest that over twenty years ago when I was a teen I was at a lake near 
Joliet when the watchman called the police on me. I thought it was for trespassing, but 
the watchman gave them the idea it was suspicious I was walking with a man. I don't 
know why because it could have been my dad. The man actually was Fr. Bill who used to 
hike there a lot. He knew the owners, but he didn't know they just hired a guard. Father 
already left before the police took me. When they learned the man I was with was a priest 
they grilled me for a hour and let me go. They asked if anything happened to me. I told 
them the truth: nothing at all. There was some priests in trouble back then in Joliet and 
maybe that is why one ofthe policemen was so suspicious of any priest. 

I saw Fr. Bill after that. He told me that policeman actually wrote to the bishop to 
report on him, and a official priest talked to the policeman to confirm ~o~g bap:J?.~ned. 
My parents still tease me about the episode. After I heard Fr. Bill was aecused;'f.. told 
another priest my story and I signed this statement. When I told my dad I was= signmg it, 
my dad joked, "just don't walk: at that lake again." I prayed and decided it is time to send 
this to you because it's the truth and priests need our help these 

-
RECEIVED 

(.• . 
\ . • . ' . ... ..~.·'V" 

r ""-··--·-:··~FEB"-'-t1'10tlf' 

" Bishop~ Office 
_ .Df~e Of Joliet 

• "; r: 
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Testimony 

1. Are you the youth who took a walk in a park in Joliet with Fr. 
Virtue about 29 years ago which lasted about 30 minutes when, 
after Father had left the park, the police questioned you? 

yes--=----- no - - - --

2. Did Fr. Virtue observe the police taking you to the station and 
follow to find out what was the matter and be of help? 

yes t/ no ____ _ 

3. While you were with Fr. Virtue at that park, did he propose or 
do anything of sexual nature with you? 

yes ___ _ 

4. When they questioned you about what you did at the park, did 
you tell the police nothing happened of a sexual nature ? 

yes 1/ no _ _ _ _ 

5. Do you swear your statements are the truth? yes !/ no __ 

Signed by INITIALS for confidentiality 

i Testimony taken and witnessed by ~ ~ ~ 
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Sept. 1, 2008 

I have held a conversation in person with the witness to ascertain 
that he is the individual referred to in the testimony about a walk in 
the woods in Joliet about 23 years ago, and I believe he is telling 
the truth when he says nothing inappropriate was proposed or 
happened with him and Fr. Virtue. 

Signed 

--~· --·- - -- - · - · -··- -· 
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Cf 425 Summit St 
Joliet. Illinois 60435 

Dear Bill, 

April1 , 2009 

81 5-722-6606 
Fax 8 15-722-6632 

Thank you for your letter of March 13, 2009, and your request that I 
reincardinate you in the Diocese of Joliet. Bill, I understand that the events of the 
last couple of years have been extremely difficult for you, as they have been for 
many people. I want you to know that I keep you in my prayers and ask God's 
blessings on you and your family. Nonetheless, it is not possible for me to offer 
to reincardinate you at this time. 

Bill, blessings to you and your family. May the Lord heal all hurts. 

With every best wish and prayer, f am 

Sincerely in Christ, 

.f-~~ 
Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Bishop Peter Sartain 
Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

MAR 1 6 2009 

Bishop's Office 
Diocese Of Joliet 

(J00421 -
March 13,2009 

Enclosed is Bishop J enki' s letter to me. Let me clarify that I 
did not make a request but transmitted to him what Jesus asks. 

c 

Bishop Jenki implies that your settlement, which I had no 
legal power to prevent, but which I refused to sign because I am 
innocent~ puts him in a difficult position to reinstate me. You paid 
a man for having lied about me; now my bishop uses your ''thirty 
piec~s q{s_ilver~' as. a gr.o~ds agaPl.~t 1n:e . .. 

' . ' 

I 
I ', 

.:By takirig your mori.ey the liar .b~~ame g~ilty of fraud; no~.to 
tell the truth he has to admit to a crime. Your payment has placed a 
great obstacle to telling the truth: this is a grave injustice to him, to 
me, and to Christ. 

Worse than the settlement's implication of guilt as a calumny 
against me, is that Christ is robbed of the use of ~ne of His priests. 

You owe it to Christ to fight for justice in this case in which 
your actions are being used. Do not join hands with Pontius Pilate. 

This is no longer about the worldly order of civil expedients 
but about the Sacramental Order of Christ's Priesthood. Are these 
just m~~fis to be used t.~ .. deny Christ o~e of HI~ ~inisters to ~erve . 
Hi~ .peopl~ 4J. ~h~. Sac~ament ofH<;>ly Orders? 

·- - -· . - ·--- ·- ·· -· --· ·-···----- ···- - · 
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interrogated this false witness in person face-to-face to probe his 
claim, and there is no notarized signature of complaint (your own 
counselor was not convinced enou to refer it for action until the 
lawyer introduced a The 

., .. ,... ......... on 

- I can t remem one walk thirty years ago, 
occur was without misconduct. I was not allowed 

before the review board for defense in person with a canon lawyer. 
Instead, they read a story about an unnamed priest, an accusation 
crafted by a lawyer who knew exactly how to make it 'credible.' 
Now a settlement I did not sign is used against reinstating me. All 
this rests on one premise: a lie, which money induced a man to tell. 

Much has been taken from me, but no one can take away 
from me the truth that I am innocent of what this man accuses me. 

You are in a perfect position as the bishop of the diocese of 
my origin, and of the accusation, to offer to reincardinate me. It 
was suggested that if one bishop offered this powerfu] sign of 
belief that I am not guilty, this relief of risk to the other might 
motivate the other bishop to justly clear a priest. Christ is your 
example: the good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 

Who is the good shepherd who has gone in search 
sheep? Have you sought out this false accuser 
to minister to him, to call him into the truth and unburden his soul 
of the guilt of the grave evil of a false accusation against a priest? 
In the name of Jesus Christ, I beg you: find this false accuser and 
bring the truth to light and set he and I free for Christ. 

Honestly in Christ and trusting in Mary, William D. Virtue 
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PHONE: 309 671 1550 

FAX: 309 671 15 76 

c 

OFFIC.B OF l:a:fl Bl.sirOP 

DIOCESE 01' PBo~ 

Dear William: 

February 24, 2009 

I have received your reqttest to retmn to active ministry. I must inform you that my 
position has not changed in regard to your removal. It is my understanding that you have 
participated in a settlement conceming inappropriate contact with a minor, and that 
f1n1her issues involving individuals pertaining to yom· case re.main unresolved. 

Therefore, my decision of Jtme 13, 2006, removing you from public ministry remains in 
full force and effect. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

-;-//)~)( )~r,J.<. 
ffi Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 

Bishop of Peoria 
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APR G 7 2009 

Bishop's Office 
Diocese Of Joliet 

( _. 

Bishop Peter Sartain 
Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

Thank you for responding to my letter. 

April 6, 2009 

· oocr4~4 

Naturally you might wonder why I left Joliet. There were 
reasons not having to do with my present circumstances. Chiefly, 
when Bishop Imesch told me I would never be sent for higher 
studies, he also offered to release me to another diocese. An 
elderly Joliet priest told the Peoria bishop, and he called me. 

After serving three years on leave to Peoria, I was allowed to 
go to study if I .was in~at;dinat~d. I r~c,ejve4 an S.T.L. from the 
John Paul II histitute for Marriage & 'Famfly, Wriiln:g a thesis on 
the spirituality of Natural Family Plan:J;ling. Some years later I was 
allowed to go to Rome and received a Doctorate. My dissertation 
was on Mother and Infant in light of Jesus and Mary. Pope John 
Paul II used this as a source in his 1995 address on the importance 
of a mother breastfeeding her infant. Along with my own mother, 
an inspiration for this approach were pro-life pro-family mothers in 
the Joliet area parishes who influenced my early priestly ministry. 

m yQur prayers this Holy W~ek and J?aster. 

I am yours ~ our suif~iing seiv~t J e5u~·, 'Wm: VirtUe · . ...... · .. · t0)v~~ 
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Sr. Judith A. Davies OSF 
Chancellor 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet, n. 60435 

Dear Sister Judith, 

. 000425 

June 25 

I do not know who is the or persons who met with and 
spoke to learn about his allegation 
against me. ts, or whatever their capacity, please be so 
just as to give me their name(s), contact information and the text of 
any and all testimony which they provided to the Diocese. 

I ask this in the name of Jesus Cltrist, 
William D. Virtue 

!ff~.rJ~ 

- -- -·- ·- - --. - - -- - - - ·- --- --
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ii 2014----­

Chancery 
' . 

I 425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear Father Virtue, 

August 23, 201 o 

rtue 

.. (J00427·~--
• ~ •!q1 ~ · • 

815-722-6606 
fax 815-722-6602 

Please ~s for the delay in responding to your letter 
regard in--

You had person or person who met with 
and spoke with to learn about his al My 
recollection is th reported 
that-- had been sexually a er Bill at St. Mary Parish 
in M~later said that it was Father Bill Virtue . 

.-typed a statement regar~use which was 
subseq~d to the Diocese of Joliet ~- Enclosed is a 
copy of that statement. 

May God bless you. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely in Christ, 

~.r.~--~A<% 
Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 
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na 
Diocese of Dubuque 
1229 Mt. Loretta, P.O.Box 479 
Dubuque, Iowa 520004 

RE: 

Dear 

815-722-¢606 
Fox 815-722-6602 

July 19, 2010 

This letter is in reponse to your letter of July 2, 2010 addressed to 
Bishop J. Peter Sartain. Bishop Sartain asked that I respond on his behalf. 

There is a misunderstand· 
assistance coordinator at the time 
Diocese of Joliet has never had a 

None of the persons who have served as a victim assistance 
coordinator would have interviewed or anyone else in 
the or elsewhere. the victim assistance 
coordinator in the Joliet Diocese is to receive allegations of sexual 
misconduct, not to inteNiew an alleged victim or an alleged perpetrator. 
Interviews are conducted by another individual. 

Please contact me if you have any other questions. Thank you very 
much. 

Sincerely in Christ 

~ #'. _d-:.,/tfff. 

Sister Judith A Davies, OSF 
Chancellor 

- -- -·- -·· -·--~--··--·-··---- ·--· - ·-----.. ·- - - ------·--
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Office of the Bishop 
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Dear Bishop Sartain: 

000433 

2 July 2010 

CONFIDENTIAl 

As the mandated canonical advocate and procurator for Reverend William D. Virtue, a priest of the 
Diocese of Peorie1, !, arr• wri ting to request somi'! inform;'! tion tha1" I think you 0r your Office for the 
Protection of Chi ldren and ~ave. I am representing Fr. Virtue in an abuse case 
aris ing from an allegation o~ with whom you or your staff no doubt is aware of. 

I wi ll spare you all the details but, with the permission of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
the Diocese of Rockford is going forward with a preli minary investigation in order to to resolve 
Fr. Virtue's canonical and ministerial status. It is my understanding that 
assistance counselor/coordinator for the Diocese of Joliet, interviewed or met with at 
least once, if not several times, in in 2005, which was after he had made an allegation 
of abuse by Fr. Virtue and I think another to the Diocese of Joliet. It is im~ preliminary 
investigation, if not n to it, to findings and impressions of~ in order to 
document the specifics of accusation and her first ha~ressions of his 
credibility, · that is, his .honesty and reliability. If no written text of~ findings and 
impressions exists, then I would be glad to arrange for a canonist to take her deposition as soon as 
possible, altho her notes/comments from 2005 would be the most valuable. If I need to arrange to 
depose would appreciate any contact information that you might have for her so lhat 1 
may be in touch with her to discuss this matter and her willingness to be deposed. I stress that my 
requests are not for any civil legal purposes but solely for ecclesiastical/canonical purposes. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. 

Enc. 

c: Reverend William D. Virtue 

, . , .. 

' : , I 
\ . "'. 

- ··-· --- -- · - ·--· --·-- -·- . _ .. -· ··- - --·-· ___ .. --- ·- . --··--· ---
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MANDATE f-,0 9 43 4 

I, the undersigned, 

Reverend William D. Virtue 

do name and mandate 

to serve as my Canonical Counsel, Procurator, and/or Advocate for the purpose of my recourse against 
any administrative or hierarchical proc.esses and/or decrees initiated against me within the Diocese of 
Peoria or any Diocese or Eparchy within the territory of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

I give him the power to act and discharge in his own name all the necessary and useful acts for the 
. process of any future cause or causes on my behalf. Also, I give him the power to represent me before the 
diocesan bishop or any of his vicars or delegates in all matters pertaining to my relationship with the 
Diocese of Peoria and my diocesan bishop. Furthermore, I give him the power to represent me before the 
diocesan bishop or any of his vicars or delegates in all matters pertaining to my relationship with the 
Diocese of Joliet or any other Diocese or Eparchy within the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

Signature 

Date 

and signed in my presence on JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA 
St. Charles Randati 

at 
' 575 S. Randal! Rd. 

"OFFICIAL SEAL" 
Beth A. Phillips 

Notary Public, State of Illinois 
Kane County 

My Commission Expires 02·22-2008 

' • I 

I hereby accept appointment as ~, 0~ b. l/~ 
and/or Advocate. 

Signature: 

Canonical Counsel, Procurator, 
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Bishop Peter Sartain 
Diocese of Joliet 

Dear Bishop Sartain, 

{J00435 

Oct. 26, 1010 

·oct. 25, 2010 

I am not guilty of the allegation made against me by­

c. 

but entirely innocent of this charge. Despite the public 
calumnies, no other alleged victims have come forward these five 
years. I enclose further testimony, and profile of a career criminal. 
'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"' In the name of Jesus Christ 
I ask you: while you still can, please take action to help clear me 
of this totally false accusation. 

' \_ 

I appea] to you to show also a shepherd"s care for the oldest 
priest in the Joliet Diocese who at age 94 is weakening daily- my 
uncle Fr. William D. Ryan. I enclose his phone and address. 

Sincerely in Christ our Priest, William Virtue 

J1l thv~ c}~tt.ko 
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July 19,2010 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

I am writing to you regarding Father William Virtue and the sexual abuse aHegation leveled against 

him. I was the principal of St. Mary School when Father was stationed at St Mary Parish, Mokena, in 
the early 80's and time the abuse reportedly happened. I understand H took place in the 

sacristy a server for the school Mass. We had Mass once a week on Fridays 
for the children it was customary to rotate all of our servers ( 45-50 as I recall) for these Masses. 
So no server was scheduled very frequently. 

At that time we were in the former chw·ch (presently the school computer center) which was attached 
to the school. The sacristy was the first room located off of the haUway that was used by the children 

to enter and exit the church. It was a very small room and I never saw the door to the sacristy closed. 
So it is inconceivable to me that any abuse could have taken p laee in that room on the occasion of­
serving the school Mass. It was a very, very public room. Often after all the children bad exited the 

church, I would be around tbe area putting things away after the Mass. Other adults would also mill 
a1·ound there, either waiting to speak with Father or just chatting before leaving the building thrOl.lgh 
the exit doors opposite the sacristy. 

I can honestly say that I never saw any suspicious conduct on the part ofF ather Virhtc or had a11y 
reason to suspect that there ,,vas anything improper happening. Also, no one ever approached me with 
such a concern. Father very rarely came over to the school, just to teach a religion class on a couple of 

occasions. Furthennore, I never saw him around the students before or after the school day. The 
- children rode the school bus, so they would leave the grmmds immediately at the end of the 

school day. 

I am very disheartened that such au aile~ has been made against Father Virtue. Th~ 
family was extremely dysfunctional and~specially was a troubled child. In fact, he ended up 
being expelled from St. Mary School in .. 

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours in Christ, 
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(~ 

ll/29/201 0: I picked up a voice message at 4 p. m. which was left at I I :30 A.M. by a woman 
named who asked me to return her call a r did so and an 
emotional woman asked how I was doing and I asked her the same. She replied, " Not so good to 
be honest with you." I asked her to reveal tbe nature of the call and asked how I could help her. 
She was emotionally upset and expressed her fear of a former Priest who had come to the 
victim's home. I assured her I would willingly listen. She related tbe following story. 

A "chartered" Priest by the name of William Virtue who had abused 
~est came to the home of the victim's father. 
~ The alleged incident occurred last 
Macy's in Mokena. 

The family bas contacted the police who said they could do nothing unless the former Priest was 
harmful...._ feels as though no one has ever been compassionate for what the family 
has been~og has ever changed like was promised by the present Bishop." 

I immediately calle~and informed her to call the Peoria Diocese and she told 
me that she had alrea~red her that I definitely would infonn the necessary 
officials on their return. She was informed that she coul~ time with her concerns 
and I would be in contact with her. Her home phone is: ~d her 
-Either number could be used . 

- ·- ~ ·--· -· -- -- - -- ·-· -· - - -- -- ·-- ·· --· ·- ·--.. ·-· 
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. ·~ CALLER: 
REGARDING 

I 2/I 5/2010: I again received a phone call from - who stated she had gotten now a letter 
from the Priest. 

c 

- · -- - - . --·· . -··-·- ---- - - -· ·- ... - ··-· .... ·- ~--
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,..-.. Dat~Oll 8:55:41 AM 
Cc: 

C. 

(_ 

'Subject: Settlement 

Dear-
Bis'FiOj)'!)iegel asked that 1 inform you that a seWement was made ~­

God bless you. 
Sister Judith 

http:/ /us.mg203 .mail. yahoo .com/de/launch? .partner=sbc&.g:x= 1 &.rand=49hlbb60sqvkf 

000440 

4/28/2011 
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Bishop John Myers 
Diocese ofNewark 

Dear Bishop Myers, 

A~g.15, 2011 

Prompted in prayer to seek your help, I ask you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, to write and clear up a .report left in the personnel files of the Diocese 
of Joliet. Unfortunately, Joliet did not know you had resolved it, and so they 
kept it When I was falsely accused, it was taken as an (unwarranted) 'proof 
or 'pattern.' The youth recently testified as an adult in a signed statement to 
a Joliet pastor that it was an innocent walk with no drinking or misconduct. 
It is a matter of truth and justice that this report be cleared up. These are the 
facts which 'the Joliet Diocese should be informed of: 

At a time of intense publicity in Joliet arousing suspicion of clergy 
misconduct, a police officer sent a ·personal letter to the Joliet Diocese to 
report that Fr. Virtue took a walk with a teenager, and-the o;fficer implied 
there was drinking or misconduct. Joliet forwarded it to Peoria, as Fr. Virtue 
was then serving in Peoria. The Vicar Gen~ral, Msgr. Rolhfs spoke in person 
with the policeman, who admitted that his fellow officer did not share his 
concern a~ there was no evidence of drinking, and the youth insisted it was 
an innocent walk. As the matter was resolved and there were no others like 
it, the report was purged per canonical personnel archival policy. 

Please be so kind as to write the new Bishop, R Daniel Conlon, to let 
him lmow these facts, so the truth can be clarified in justice. I would 
appreciate a copy of your testimony for my records. 

r 

Sincerely yours in Christ the Priest, William D. Virtue (AI~ V ~ 
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ECEIVE[ 

SEP 1 9 2011 

Yfr c.hdiocese oj Xewar£ BiShoo's Otti 
Dl • ce 

ocese Of Joliet 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

MOST REVEREND ]OHN f. MYERS 

ALAND CONFIDENTIAL 

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon 
Diocese of Joliet 
Office of the Bishops 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, lllinois 60435-7193 

Dear Bishop Conlon, 

September 13, 2011 

Reverend William Virtue is a priest formally of Joliet, who became incardinated 
in the Diocese of Peoria. He served well there. In his letter he asked that the Bishop of 
Joliet be informed of the tacts of an incident of which we were aware and did not contain, 
to my memory any proof or testimony against Father Virtue. 

I have been gone from the Peoria Diocese for 1 0 years now. I do not know if 
there were other incidents involving Father Virtue, although I do not believe there to have 
been. I simply draw this to your attention since Father Virtue deeply feels that he is 
being discriminated against and treated unjustly. I have not had any regular contact with 
him nor do I know any more detailed facts of the case or cases. 

I presume you will submit this to your regular procedure, but I do not presume to 
give you formal suggestions in this regard. ~ 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

lml 

enclosure 

c: Reverend Monsignor John E . Doran, VG 
James Goodness 

Fraternally in the Lord, 

--r9 .L-9 l..r--
~Most Reverend John J. Myers 
Archbishop of Newark 

:7/rc.hdiocesan Genler 
171 CuFrONAVENUE • POST OFFICE BOX 9500 • NEWARK, NEW ] ERSEY07104-0500 • (973) 497-4004 • FAX (973) 497-4018 
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425 Summit St. 
Joliet, IIIJnois 60435 

Dear Bishop, 

H00443 
815-722-6606 
fax 8 15-722-6602 

September 20, 2011 

Father William Virtue was ordained for the Diocese of Joliet in 
November of 1975. He served at St. Mary Parish in Mokena from September 
1, 1981 to April26, 1982. Father was incardinated into the Diocese of Peoria 
on April18, 1988. 

rn February of 2006, an all 
Virtue of having sexually abused 
at St. Mary Parish in Mokena. 

'"'•- .. -- ught forward against Father 
while Father was stationed 

Because Father Virtue was an incardinated priest of the Diocese of 
Peoria, the Review Committee of the Joliet Diocese did not review his case, 
but referred all to the Peoria Diocese. 

In a letter to Bishop Sartain in August of 2007, Mr. James Byrne 
stated that the Peoria Diocese initially found the allegations against Father 
Virtue to be credible but may have recon · 

The Diocese of Peoria would have all of the facts relating to the final 
disposition of the case against Father Virtue. 

g~Ld.is~ 
Si r Judith A. Davies: SF 
Chancellor 

. --- - ·- - .. ··--· -.. ---· ·- . . .... -- ·- -·· - · 
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James C. Byrne 
john M. Spesia 
Chri:stian 0. Spe!ia 
JeffreyS. T"ylor 
:V1artin }. Shanahan, Jr. 
Mark A. Lichtenwalter 
Gabri~l G. Orenic 
Michael 1\. Sciff 
Tricia M. Pellegrini 
M:chael S. Hopkins 
H. Richard Hagen 

OfCounsd: 
lbomas M. Ewert 
Kent Sinter 

CONFIDENTIAL 

!!!!!!t 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear-

SPESIA &AYERS 
Attorneys at Law 

November 11,2011 

Re: Father Virtue 
Related Correspondence 

This is in response to recent correspondence regarding Father Virtue, which 
correspondence I have enclosed. 

412 

1415 Black Road 

joliet, Illinois 60435 

Ph 815.726.4311 
Fx 815.726.6828 

www .speshJ·ayers.com 

Ooug::u F. Spesio 
(!940-2010) 

As you are aware, Father Virtue was originally ordained and incardinated in the Diocese 
of Joliet. He was subsequently excardinated from our Diocese and incard.inated into the Diocese 
of Peoria. Since then Father has fi·equently contacted the Diocese of Joliet, either directly or 
indirectly, and when he does, there is usually a lack of clarity, which is reflected again in his 
recent contacts. 

The confusion, in part, is a result of the fact that he was involved in two separate matters. 
Both of these occurred in the Diocese of Joliet. However, during one matter he was assigned to a 
parish in our Diocese. In the other matter, he was assigned to a parish in the Peoria Diocese. 

Established 1899 
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The frrst mattet· is an allee:ation of sexual abuse. He referenced this in his recent letter by 
the following statement "when I was falsely accused'. 

That involved an allegation by a that he was sexually abused by 
Father Virtue when be was a student at St. Mary's Parish in Mokena in approximately 1981-
1 did not become aware of this allegation until the year 2006 at or about the 

ft.led a lawsuit.) 

The other matter occurred on September 1. 1986. This did not involve an allegation of 
sexual abuse but did involve a serious boundary issue. 

It is this 1986 incident that has resulted in the recent correspondence that I have enclosed. 
These letters reflect that Father V irtue was seeking a letter from Bishop Meyer to the Bishop of 
Joliet to clarify the facts of that incident. Father Virtue's goal was to have that letter from 
Bishop Meyer put in his Joliet Diocesan priest file. 

Father Virtue's letter to Bishop Meyer describes the 1986 incident as an "innocent walk 
with no drinking or misconduct'. He also states that "the police officer sent a personalleuer to 
the Joliet Diocese" regarding this incident. 

Bishop Meyer did write Bishop Conlon on September 13, 201 1 and stated that based on 
his memory from 10 years ago «the incident- - -did not contain, to my memory, any proof, or 
testimony against Father Virtue". 

father Virtue's characterization and statements regarding that incident are misleading and 
therefore requires a summary, which is as follows: 

On September I, 1986, Father took a 1 0-year-old Peoria boy and traveled approximately 
100 miles to Joliet to go swimming in an abandoned quarry and arrived there about 5:00 p.m. in 
the evening. (rhe mother of the boy consented to this trip.) After getting out of the car the two 
proceeded to a remote area of the quarry they were carrying a blanket and two six packs of beer. 
The owner of the property considered them trespassing and had called the police. Before the 
police arrived when the owner approached the two individuals, "Father Virtue had taken off 
running". The Will County Police searched Father Virtue's car stating they were looking for 
pornography. There was no evidence of pornography and no evidence that the six packs had 
been opened or other alcohol consumed. A formal police report was filled out consisting of a 
three page narrative report. This report was officially identified as "criminal trespass to land'', 
and was later amended to "suspicious circumstances". Both individuals were taken to the police 
station and released that same night. 
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Father Virtue in his letter to Bishop Meyer claims that this report ("a police reporf') was 
sent to the Diocese of Peoria and that report "was purged per Canonical personnel archival 
policy" of the Diocese of Peoria. 

Even though the Peoria Diocese may have destroyed records of the 1986 incident, our 
Diocese should not do so. 

To my knowledge, the Diocese of Joliet has never purged any records in a priest file and 
should never purge reports of this type. ln addition to that, the Diocese of Joliet has other 
pending litigation (not involving Father Virtue) in which there is a Court Order that the Diocese 
is not to destroy any records involving priest misconduct. 

I believe that the only action required cottld be a Jetter from Bishop Conlon to Bishop 
Meyer acknowledging the receipt of Bishop Meyer's correspondence and informing him that his 
letter together with Father Virtue's letter would be put in Father Virtue' s priest file. 

( · 

JCB/skm 
Enclosure 

My Best Regards, 
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November II, 20 I I 

Most Reverend John J. Myers 
Archbishop of Newark · 
PO Box 9500 
Newark, New Jersey 07104-0500 

Dear Archbishop Myers, 

425 Summit Street 
joliet, Illinois 60435 

www .dioceseofjoliet.org 

I apologize for my delay in responding to you. I am writing to confirm receipt of your letter dated 
September 13, 20 II and the attached correspondence between you and Reverend William D. 
Virtue dated August 15, 20 I I. The matter was reviewed by legal counsel and unfortunately the 
response was delayed much longer than I had anticipated. We will review our files and take any 
appropriate steps to address the situation. 

May the Lord bless you and the people you serve. 

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon 
Bishop of Joliet 

. :· ·.· 
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February 25, 2012 

Bishop R Daniel Conlon 
Diocese of Joliet 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet, IL 60435-7 193 

Dear Bishop Conlon: 

000450 
I 

RECEfVED 
MAR I 20 12 

Bishop's Office 
Diocese of Joliet 

1 have been a psychotherapist for 26 following the approach developed by my father, 
Catholic psychiatrists who updated thomistic 

affrrmmg love and healing. 

c I have known Fr. William Virtue for 31 years since he was doing research with my father, 
he was in San Antonio visiting our home, Father Virtue got to know our 

----·-J· He became a friend of my mother's and conce1ebrated her funeral Mass. He has 
remained a personal friend of mine ever since, and has been instrumental in helping me 
understand and apply thomistic psychology in my clinical practice. Furthe1more, he helped me 
edit a book of my father's collected essays: I Will Give Them a New Heart: Reflections on the 
Priesthood and /.he Renewal of the Church (which is being sent to you by separate post). I am 
confident you will find them timely and inspiring. The introduction by Fr. Virtue shows the 
depths of his insights. Fr. Virtue is still working on a text of thomist ic psychology. In the late 
1990's I took his course on theological anthropology at the University ofDallas. 

( 
' 

I can affirm without a doubt the integrity of Fr. Virtue. I personally know him to be a holy and 
faithful priest, one who has inspired me towards holiness over the course of my life. His 
generosity, kindness and affirmation have been a source of great consolation to me during some 
of the great losses in my life. In all the years I have known him, Fr. Virtue has always remained 
faithful to Our Lord and His Church. 

- - -· - -·· - -· ~- ··· - - _____ _ .. .. ·-· ~ ~- · -- - ·- ··-· - - --- -
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Most Reverend John Myers 
Archdiocese of Newark 
171 Clifton Avenue 
P 0 Box 9500 
Newark, NJ 07104 

Dear John, 

. ' ; ., 

000451 

March 19, 2012 

I am enclosing a letter I received recently from Bill Virtue. I spent a good amount 
of time on the phone with him regarding his status. I don't know if Bishop Jenky is 
considering a review of Bill's case, but I send this letter on to you in the event that you 
wish to do something about it. It is confusing! 

I hope you are well. Prayers. 

\ 

Enclosure 

. .. . - · · ~--··----------------------·--···---·-----
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Bishop Joseph Imesch 

Retired Bishop of Joliet 

Dear Bishop lmesch, 

000452 

Feb.25,2013 

Per our telephone conversation, I write to ask you to be so kind as to 
help a priest of Jesus Christ by writing to Archbishop John Myers of Newark. 

Here is the question which we discussed, about which I asked you to 
inquire of Archbishop Myers his reply: 

f'Bishop J enki is considering a review of Fr. Virtue's case because he has 
received new testimony about Fr. Virtue' innocence. Before he proceeds, he 
has asked to be assured that the Joliet Diocese has no objection. 

"I am writing to clear up a separate matter about which we have no 
record of your action. Back in the 1980's, during a time of intense publicity 
about clergy abuse in Joliet, a officer of the law sent a letter to me expressing 
his concern about Fr. Virtue and a walk with a youth in a park. I forwarded it 
to you because Fr. Virtue was serving in Peoria. We kept a copy, and it later 
gave us some concern because we did not know you had resolved the matter. 
Can you confirm that the foil oWing is your understEnding of what happened· 

uThe Joliet Diocese did forward a letter concerning Fr. Virtue to Peoria. 
It was investigated by the Vicar General, Msgr. Steven Rohlfs, who spoke with 
the officer himself. He said the youth stated there was no misconduct; there 
was no evidence of drinking; and his fellow officer had no concerns. Fr. Virtue 
answered all questions satisfactorily; he was cleared and no record kept" 

Bishop lmesch, I count on you to be of help to me in Christ, Fr. Bill Virtue 

MrG;ftcl~ 

- ---···-- ·----· - ·· - -- - ·- _ _ .. ··- . .. --- ··- --------------··---- - ··- -- -·- · -- --~·----- --- ·- - . . - · ·· -····- -
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Bishop joseph lmesch 

Ret ired Bishop of joliet 

Dear Bishop Imesch, 

March 27, 2012 

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 8 2012 

Bishop's Office 
Diocese of Joliet 

In follow up to our phone conversation, thank you for your time and 
especially for your prayers: I am very grateful that you lift me up in your 
prayer by name each day. I too have a list of priests that I pray for and now I 
have added your name, so we may mutually say: Oremus ad invicem. By the 
way, a stmy from my friend and confessor for thirty years - Fr. Ratiu -who 
used to correct priests who anglicized this quote by mistakenly saying tpro' -
reading back into Latin an English meaning of 'for'- when thyproper Latin is 
(ad' with the accusative. Fr. Ratiu's 16 years in communist prison was given to 
me as a providential example to help me now. Prophetically, on his deathbed, 
he said to me: "you will suffer, but no one will harm you.n I wondered what he 
meant, but a year later I learned when the false allegation brought suffering. I 
hope the second part also comes true: 'no one will harm me' - which I take to 
mean the priesthood is not suspended forever- for that would be a harm. So I 
rely on Fr. Ratiu's intercession as a Confessor of the Faith. I enclose his card. / 

On y_9ur advice I am writing to Bisho~qn!pn -by simply copyjng.this_ ,-· 
Jette.r..,_tQ.]Iim,. He has the rest of my case which a canon laWyer sent him since, 
as I mentioned, Bishop Jenki said he was willing to reconsider my case in light 
of exculpatory evidence, but only if Bishop Conlon writes }enki first to say that 
Joliet has no objection. To remove any concerns about a letter in joliet files, I 
asked for a letter from Bishop Myers - since you advised me that Joliet needed 
to know that Myers entirely Cleared me. Yet even If Bishop }enki clears me, he 
regard;me as 'unassignable.' I leave the future in God's hands. where it is. 

If my faculties are restored, a Catholic institution might let me teach 
philosophy or theology again. Let me tell you my history after going to Peoria 
with your permission as a priest in good standing. I had asked you if I could do 
higher studies; you said that was not in your pastoral plans, but you would 
release me if anyone would let me to O'Rourke invited me to 
Peoria as a pastor and to study You permitted 

---- ------ ---- ~----··-·· - -····, .. ··---··---------------
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this, and then released me to the new Peoria bishop, John Myers, who then 

( incardinated me. Myers let me go to study with- at the John Paul II 
Institute for Marriage and Family, to earn an S.T.L (s.c.laude); and later at the 
Angelicum, Rome, for an S.T.D (s.c.Iaude). My thesis was on natural birth; 
breastfeeding and bonding in light of the exemplar couplet, Mary and Jesus. 
Published as Mother and Infant; many mothers use it, and Pope John Paulll 
used it for his address to the Pontifical Academy of the Sciences in 1995. Later 
at Mt St Mary's Seminary in Maryland I was privileged to teach seminarians­
who now are the priests I pray for by name each day. 

( 

So thank you for your permission which turned out to be providential in 
unexpected ways. Even this present exile has been a gift in that it causes me 
to examine the years in ministry. I realize how true are the words Jesus spoke 
to another priest: "you have been a priest for yourself; now be one for Me." 

Sincerely yours in Christ the priest, William Virtue -r 

tJ~·J(~ 
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Reverend William Virtue 

Dear Bill, 

·,: 

0.00455 

April 5, 2012 

Many thanks for your recent letter. As I mentioned in our phone conversation, I 
sent your previous letter on to Archbishop Myers and asked him for his comments. I 
appreciate your prayers and I am grateful that we can pray for one another. 

I won't question Father Ratiu's Latin ability. I am sure he is a better student than I 
am. However, I feel very certain that "pro" is able to take an accusative just as well as 
"ad" can. I will leave that to the Latin experts. I would just like to clarify a few things in 
your letter. Since Bishop Jenky is your diocesan bisho·p, I think you should spell his 
name correctly. (smile) I just want to clarify the statement in your letter, "Since you 
advised me that Joliet needed to know that Myers entirely cleared me." I don.'t think that 
was my advice, but rather that you told me that Archbishop Myers needed to clear up 
any confusion before Joliet could write a letter. 

I do hope that this matter will be able to be resolved and that, God willing, you 
will be able to return to some type of ministry. Peace. Blessed Easter. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop Emeritus of Joliet 
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Dear Bill, 

- .. -~ . ··· - · - . .. 

April16, 2012 

. Enclosed is the response I received from Archbishop Myers. I just returned to the 
office after a few days away and so the letter was not sent as promptly as it might have 
been. 

I hope this helps resolve your situation. If there is anything else that I can do, 
please let me know. Let us keep each other in prayer. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Enclosure 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop Emeritus of Joliet 
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7lrchdtocese ofXewar.£ 00045$ 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

MOST REVEREND ]OHN ]. MYERS 

Most Reverend Joseph Imesch 
Retired Bishop of Joliet 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Dear+Joe, 

April 3, 2012 

Thank you for sharing ·with me the information from Father Virtue. I found that 
the quotations from Monsignor Rohlfs were accurate. That is what our investigation 
uncovered. And that is why we permitted him to continue to serve as a priest in the 
Diocese of Peoria. If there are other actions or later actions, I do not know. I am not 
aware of any such actions which were drawn to my attention. 

Hope you are doing well, Joe. We miss you at the meetings, although I am sure 
you do not mind having a few less meetings to attend! Please know of my prayers and 
best wishes for a Holy Easter Season. 

lml 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Fraternally in the Lord, 

~Most Reverend John J. Myers 
Archbishop ofNewark 

7lrc£d.iocesan Genter 
171 CUFTON AVENUE • PoST OFFICE Box 9500 • NEWARK, NEW ]ERSEY 07104-0500 • (973) 497-4004 • FAX (973) 497-4018 
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April 3, 2012 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bishop Conlon 

FROM: Father Tapella 

RE: Father Virtue 

... f" · -

q~~i~ 
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

www.d ioceseofjoliet.org/tribunal/ 

I reviewed the material which was submitted by on behalf of Father 
Virtue. It is unclear to me as to why the matter was never to the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, since the conclusion of the Review Board of the Diocese of 
Peoria could not have been considered a trial or 'Tmal, in any way. I am surprised that 

at the CDF, who was consulted by Father Virtue in June of201 0, did 
not advise him to request Bishop Jenky to submit the case to the CDF. 

Therefore, not only would I suggest that you have no objection to the Diocese of Peoria 
reconsidering Father Virtue's case, it is evident that it should never have been closed by 
them in the first place. Obviously, all that needs to be said is that you have no objection 
rather than to point out what has been deficient in the process. Yet, it is a miscarriage of 
justice, regardless of the outcome of the "reopened" case. 

Rev. Josepff'J.bi'apella 
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April 9, 20 12 

Archdiocese of Dubuque 
PO Box 479 
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479 

Dear 

425 Summit Street 
Joliet , Illinois 60435 

www.dioceseofjo liet.org 

I rep ly in response to your letter of March 23, concerning Reverend W illiam D. Virtue. As you 
undoubtedly know, I am fair ly new to the Diocese of Jo liet and, therefore, know very little about 
William Virtue's case. Nevertheless, my review of his fi le and the advice of our Judicial Vicar suggest 
that there is no objection on my part to William Virtue's case going forward. Indeed, it seems as 
though the matter should be presented to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, if that has 
not already occurred. 

I am gratefuJ to you for assisting W illiam Virtue in this important matter. God bless you. 

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon 
Bishop of Joliet 
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I 425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Jllinois 60435 

815·722-6606 
Fox 815-722<,602 

March 29, 2012 

Dear Bishop, 

I agree that rr the Diocese of Peoria initiates a canonical process, it should bring some 
resolution to Father Virtue's concerns and his ecclesiastical status. 

Regarding documentation received, it is not dissimilar from that furnished by other 
priests, i.e., testimonials from persons attesting to the good character of the priest, etc. It does 
not demonstrate that Father Virtue is innocent of the charges against him. 

May the Lord bless you. 
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METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL 
Ar.::hdiocese of Dubuque 

Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon, J.C.D. 
Oftice of the Bishop 
Diocese of Joliet in Illinois 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60453 

Dear Bishop Conlon: 

23 March 20 12 {}00464 
RE~ " ··v'r=o . \•.) ~-.. t ~ 

MAR ~ 6 ZU\2 

Bishop's Office 
Diocese of Joliet 

You may recall that we have met a few times at CLSA conventions, especially when I was on the Board 
of Governors of the Society. I am writing to you at this time to seek your assistance in regard to a priest 
of the Diocese of Peoria for whom I serve as his mandated canonical advocate and procurator. The priest 
is Reverend William D. Virtue, Ph.D. I have been working with Fr. Virtue since February 2006. 

I am writing to you because when Fr. Virtue was ordained he was a priest ofthe Diocese of Joliet. In 
2005 an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor was made against Fr. Virtue to the B ishop of Joliet and a 
suit filed in civil court. The allegation made against Fr. Virtue was about alleged behavior at a time when 
Fr. Virtue was still incardinated in the Diocese of Joliet and functioning in the diocese. Fr. Virtue 
consistently and continuously has denied the allegation against him. It is my understanding that in 2007 
the civil suit against the Diocese of Joliet and Fr. Virtue was dismissed. Also, it is my understanding that 
in 2007 the Diocese of Joliet entered into a settlement with the person who made the accusations against 
Fr. Virtue, although Fr. Virtue did not participate in the settlement. Fr. Virtue's civil attorney referred to 
the settlement as a " nuisance settlement." 

However, the Diocese of Peoria nas continued to refuse to address a final resolution of Fr. Virtue's 
canonical and ministerial status. I will spare you all the details but now, almost seven years after the 
allegation was first made and almost five years after there was a civil resolution to the matter, the Diocese 
of Peoria seemingly has agreed to initiate a process to address a final canonical resolution if the Diocese 
of Joliet does not object to the Diocese of Peoria opening Fr. Vjrtue's case up to review and 
consideration. Thus, I am hllmbly requesting that you, after assuring yourself of what T have said, notify 
Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C., Bishop of Peoria, that you have no objections to the Diocese of 
Peoria going forward with a consideration of Fr. Vi1tue's case in an attempt to resolve Fr. Virtue's 
'ecclesiastical status. For your information, I have enclosed a detailed summary of Fr. Virtue's own 
extensive investigation into the allegation against him and his critical analysis of the accusation in light of 
the facts he uncovered. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. 

Canonical Advocate/Patron and Procurator 

En c. 

c: Reverend William D. Virtue 
l 229 Mt. Lvretta • P.O. Box !.179 • Dubuqu~. Iowa 52004 .. 0-!.79 • Pbcnc ( 563) :556-2580 
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Bishop R. Daniel Conlon 
Diocese of Joliet in Illinois 

Reverend Bishop Conlon, 

2012 

I arn Fr. Willian:1 Virtue~ the priest falsely accused by . 
in 2005.l want to assure you that I did not abuse 

him. There is ne"\v evidence in my case that supports this tnlth. 
Because the Joliet Diocese · a lawsuit settlement to protect 
itself from future suits I need your help. 

My Ordinary, Bishop Daniel Jenki, informs me that he will 
consider holding a review of my case in light of new evidence, but 
only if you can positively affirm that the Joliet Diocese has no 
canonical objection to his proceeding. I hope you can give this . 

The case is cotnplex because there are two dioceses involved. 
I i1nplore you to review the case history and evidence, and then to 
communicate with my lbishop in v1riting. He has the impression 
that Joliet made a fom1al ruling of credible that would need to be 
overturned before he could proceed. Thus, it is necessary for me to 
ask you to confirm that the Diocese of Joliet: 

- assessed its lawsuit liabilit<; by a search of record~ 
- did not conduct a full investigation of facts or witnesses 

but expected Peoria to do this for its canonical case: 
-has made no ruling of 'credibility} in my case 

but dealt with it simply as a civil lawsuit settlement; 
- has no canonical objection to Peoria reviewing the case. 

I don~t believe that the Joliet Diocese has in its files all the 
facts:> testin1onies and evidence, so I have enclosed a sumtnary of 

1 



c 

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 436 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April2014 rr00'46:7 ; - ·- ~ 

I don't believe that the Joliet Diocese has in its files all the 
facts, testimonies and evidence, so I have enclosed a summary of 
the case, a detailed explanation of the evidence, an historical 
timeline of events, and my notarized signature. It is extretnely 
difficult to prove someone is 'not guilty.' I believe you will see 
from the facts that the allegation is certainly 'not-credible.' 

I realize that any change in my status could elicit some 
reaction. I assure you that the allegation is fraudulent and based on 
a lie. The evidence shows this. The accuser and his attorneys know 
this too. Any reaction will be short lived and baseless. 

I pray daily for the conversion of heart: I have forgiven 
him in Christ. I also for 

pastoral kindness and support as well. 

It is time for the truth to be known and justice to be done. 
This is not just about one priest: the rights of many lay faithful 
ought to be respected: it is their case too, for many parishioners 
were robbed of their pastor. My family was affected too. Think of 
the morale of priests who see that there is justice for them, so they 
too can tn1st that the "innocent are not punished"(J.Adams 1774). 

If there is any other information that would be helpful to you, 
I am available to meet with you or your counsel on whom you rely. 
Our chief counselor and advocate is the I-Ioly Spirit in prayer who 
guides us to act in accord with God's will for the good of souls. 

In Christ the Priest, William Virtue 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they 
will be satisfied" "The Lord himself will set me free from the 
hunter's snare, from those who would trap me with lying words" 

\ Morning Prayer rt. Week of Lent 

2 
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Fr. William Virtue's history of priestly service and academic work 

- Willia.tn D. Vhttte was h0rn and o;rdained n pt·iest Nov. 29, 
197 5 in Joliet by Bishop Romeo . Virtue served in suburban and 
urban pat·jshes, and a black inner city parish, during .his ten years in Joliet. 
He was active in pro-life activity and natural family planning teaching. 
-A search of Virtue's personnel files in Peoria, originally from Joliet and 
then added to in Pemia, reveals no letter of 0omplaint from parishioners. 
Bishop Joseph Imesch can confirm that Virtue did not transfer due to any 
impropriety. Rather, Virtue asked permission to study theology and Bishop 
Irnesch said he had no such plans, but that Virtue was free to excardinate. 
At Bishop O'Rourke's initiative and invitation, Vn:tue was called to Peoria. 
After tln·ee years the new P~oria Bishop, John Myers, in<:;ardinated Vi1·tu.e. 
- Bishop Myers sent Virtue to earn an S.T.L from the John Paul II Inst. for 

Ivlarriage & Family; and later an S.T.D. from the Angelicum. Fr. Virtue's 
pub}jsbed dissertation on the covenant virtue of fidelity - .A1other and Inf{:mt: 
the theology of Birth, Breastfeeding and Bonding in Light of Mmy & Jesus -
was used as smu·ce by John Paulll for his 1995 Address on motherhood. 
- While serving in parishes, Virtue co~authored with Joliet priest, Alexander 
Ratiu, Stolen Church, a history of communist persecution of the Byzantine 
Rite Catholic Clnu·cl1. He edited Fr. Timothy Spark's, Dominican's on St. 
Joseph; aud worked on and introduced, I Will Give Them a New Heart: 
Essays on the Priesthood, by the Catholic psychiatrist, Conrad Baars, M.D .. 
- Virtue was vicar and teacher for the Peor1a permanent d.iaconate while also 
serving as chaplain for a nursing home and convent He then returned to 
serving in nrral parishes:> except for two years when he taught moral and 
dogmatic theology at Mt. St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
-With permission :Fr. Vu:h1e served r~en.tly fom· years in fGur nn·al parishes 
in the Rockford Diocese (along with a northerly one in the Pemia Diocese), 
so he could be near his parents and a priest uncle who needed his assistance. 

39 



C. 

FR. VIRTUE SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 475 

Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April2014 

Testimony by regarding allegation against Fr. William Virtue 0005 86 
1. l am speaking in a professional capacity as a religious who served at St. Mary Parish in 

Mokena for 29 years, as a teacher, Religious Education assistant coordinator, principal of St. 
Mary School for 17 years, and Director of Music for 9 years. 

2. I was always present in the school during the entire school day. 
3. The children were not permitted to leave the classroom unsupervised. lf a child went to the 

washroom and did not return in a reasonable amount of time, it was the custom for the 
teacher to send another student to check of the student. 

4. The school Mass was held once a week on Friday morning. The children were brought as a 
class to and from church with their teacher. 

S. I did not observe the children ever being alone with the parish priests in the school. 
6. There were 2 annual confession times-advent and lent, when each class was brought to 

church with their class for confession. If there were 2 priests, one would use the 
confessional and one used a portable lmeeler up front in the sanctuary. 

7. I would estimate that we had approximately 40 servers at that time who would have served 
a children's Mass only about 2 or 3 times during the school year. On Sundays there were 
more servers because ofR.E., so any one server would not have served more than 5 times. 
The weekend servers were brought to church with their parents. 

8. The 3 servers for each children's Mass were from the same class and came to and left church 
together. The servers would rejoin their class as they returned to their classroom. 

9. The sacristy at that time was a room immediately next to the church with a hallway door 
and a door to the counting room. The sacristy was approximately an 8'x10' room with 
cabinets along one wall with a ·window at the end of the room. On the other s ide was a 
shallow closet for the servers' robes and a chair and a door into the counting room. Down 
the hallway was a room across from the washrooms, and this room had a glass block waH 
along the hallway through which one could see if someone was in the room. At one point 
this room was used for school confessions. The children lined up in the hallway with their 
teacher as they waited to go to confession. 

10. After Mass, I would remain there to help put away any items used at Mass. Also, parents 
who attended the children's Mass would wait in the hallway to talk to the priest. 

11. a student at St Mary School when I was principal. He may have been a 
server for the children's Masses and would have served only 3 Masses during the school 
year. He would have come to the sacristy with the other servers right before Mass and 
would have left with them after Mass. If he would not have retur ned immediately to the 
classroom after Mass, the teacher would have inquired to his whereabouts. 

12. In my opinion, I do not think there would have been a time or place that~ould have 
been alone with Fr. Virtue during the school day. 

13. Sr. Mary Jane was the sacristan and would set up for the school Mass, which included 
putting the unconsecrated hosts in the ciborium, getting the wine & water ready and setting 
out the vestments. These were not duties of the servers. I never once saw or heard of 
servers eating the unconsecrated hosts or having access to them. If a server did eat some of 
them, this would not have been considered a big offense. We did not use the word "mortal 
sin" in catechetics at that tim nor use the fear of God ::on:nr''"' 

14. 
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17. Fr. Virtue came in occasionally to teach a religious class in some of the grades. Other than 
that, I have no recollection of him being in the school building. I never heard or saw any 
questionable behavior with the students and do not see how he could have been alone with 
any child. ~!legation of misconduct in the sacristy or the nearby room where 
confessions were sometimes heard (with the glass block way in the hallway), seems totally 
impossible to me. Also, if~ould have been out of the classroom to be With !:'ather 
several times, the teacher ~d have come to me wondering what was going on as this is 
not something I would have tolerated. 

18. I have seen a packet of 16 children farewell cards written to Fr. Virtue when he left St. Maiy 
Parish. I can authenticate that they were written by our students. They are on colored 

( 
' , 

construction paper, which was the normal way this was e the children's 
names. Among them is hand printed and sigm~d 

19. In I have to say that I do not believe that these allegations are true. Eve~ 
for six years, Sr. Mary Jane and I have ended our evening office with the prayer tha~will 
soon recant these allegations and Fr. Virtue's name will be cleared. 

7 
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0005 08 List of testimonies; letters of witnesses to Fr. Virtue's conduct 
in parishes, and of letters testifying to his character 
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July 19,2010 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

I am writing to you regarding Father William Vuiue and the sexual abuse allegation leveled against 
him. I was the principal of St. Mary School when Father was stationed at St. Mary Pruish, Mokena, in 

the early 80's and during which time the abuse reportedly happened. r understand it took place in the 

saclisty whe- as a server for the school Mass. We had Mass once a week on Fridays 
for the children and it was customary to rotate all of ow- servers (45-50 as I recall) for these Masses. 
So no server was scheduled very frequently. 

At that time we were in the former church (presently the school computer center) which was attached 
to the school. The sacristy was the first room located off of the hallway that was used by the children 
to enter and exit the church. It was a very small room and I never saw the door to the sacristy closed. 
So it is inconceivable to me that any abuse could have taken place in that ro~m on the occasion of . 
serving the school Mass. It was a very, very public room. Often after all the children had exited the 

church, I would be around the area putting things away after the Mass. Other adults would also mill 

around there, either waiting to speak with Father or just chatting before leaving the building tlu·ough 
the exit doors opposite the sacdsty. 

I can honestly say that I never saw any suspicious conduct on the part of Father Virtue or had any 
reason to suspect that there '-¥as anything improper happening. Also, no one ever approached me with 

such a concern. Father very rarely came over to the school, just to teach a religion class on a couple of 
occasions. Fmthermore, I never saw him around the students before or after the school day. The 

~hildren rode the school bus, so they would leave the grounds immediately at the end of the 

school day. 

I am very disheartened that such an allegation has been made .. F. .. ~•u 

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours in Christ, 
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Bishop Thomas Doran 
Diocese of Rockford 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, II. 61125 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

0005l0 , 

June, 2010 

For many years I vvas the book keeper for Sacred Heart 
Church in Joliet, ·where Fr. William Virtue was pastor from 1983-
1986. I was in the -rectory weekly and never saw any improper 
conduct with minors, or heard any talk of such. Fr. Virtue was 
there for me when my daughter died, and many years later when 
my Inother died. She had been on the parish council and had the 
greatest respect for Fr. Virtue. He and I have been in continuous 
contact over the years: I visited his various parishes several times a 
year, and n1et Ills parishioners at parish events. I never heard of any 
concen1S, but they spoke well of him. Fr. Virtue was a kind pastor 
and a preacher who taught us a lot about our faith. 

-- · ·- ----

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Bishop Thomas Doran 
Diocese of Rockford 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, IL 61125 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

June,2010 

a cons1 amount contact the parish, and 
I never saw or heard of any improper activity by Father Virtue, although 

he was very good with the children. 
Our Sisters also staffed St. Dominic's in Bolingbrook, where Father Virtue was an 
associate pastor prior to St. Mary Nativity from 1977. The sisters told me that they never 
heard of or witnessed any improper or inappropriate contact with children by Father 
Virtue. 

c· I have been fortunate to stay in contact with Father Virtue for the past thirty years. While 
he was pastor at Sacred Heart, Joliet, I helped out with VBS, played the organ, or just 
visited and listened to Father's latest research or writing. Once again, never did I hear of 
or witness anything inappropriate, but yet he was very good with the children taking 
responsibility as pastor to teach them faith and morals. 
While he was pastor at other parishes we continued to stay in contact, and I was able to 
visit him at least twice a year, especially at parishes in the Joliet Diocese or near the Joliet 
area, such as Campus and Lee, Illinois. I reiterate, never did I hear of, or v.ritness any 
improper activity with children by Father Bill Virtue. 
For the past thirty years I continued teaching in the Catholic School System, worked in 
parish ministry as a liturgist, and have gone through the Protecting God's Children. After 
all these years of knowing Father Bill, I feel I would have sensed if there were any 
concems. 
Thank you for your kind attention. 

Zli !5//{) 
7 
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at the University of Illinois 

60•1 East Armory Avenue 
Champaign, IL 61820 
217·344-1184 
Fax: 217-344-4957 
email: info@stjohnsuiuc.org 
W\Vw.s~ohnsuiuc.org 

Bishop Thomas Doran 
Diocese ofRockford 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, IL 61125 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

000512. 

July 16, 2010 

I have been a friend of Fr. William VIrtue for twelve years, since the 
day of my ordination in 1998. We visit each other in our assignments 
several times a year. He has been a mentor to me, especially in my first 
pastorate when he gave me some good ad vice. He and I once went on 
pilgrimage with some of the college students from our Newman Center, and 
he gave them spiritual talks. I have never heard any complaints about his 
conduct or character in the diocese where he had a good reputation as a 
priest and pastor. 

ST. JOliN'S CATHOUC CH..tPEL , NEW M AN HAlL • INS'tiTUTE OF CA'CHOUC TH OVCHT 
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Bishop Thomas Doran 
Diocese of Rockford 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, Il. 61310 

Dear Bishop Doran. 

000513 

July 11th 2010 

I want 
rrtue: worked closely 

with him for the past nine years and have never seen or heard of any misconduct with 
minors from anyone. 

When Fr. Virtue came to the Rockford Diocese he served in my home parish of 
St. Mary Walton. My father was nearing the end of his life and Fr. Virtue helped him 
prepare for death. My mother was one of the trustees who worked well with Fr. Virtue in 
the beautiful redecoration of the church, which they are so proud. They have the greatest 
respect for him, as do many of the parishioners at Walton. 

c·· 
Fr. Virtue hired me as his Director of Religious Education at St. James in Lee. I 

served there with him for three years and for three after he was removed. I worked very 
closely with him in my position and became very close to many of the children, parents 
and teachers. In that position I had a chance to observe him often, there were no 
complaints or any misconduct ever voiced by anyone. Fr. Virtue taught in the classrooms 
and was always very kind and helpful to all the students, parents and teachers. His 
knowledge and teaching of our faith is a great gift. His sermons were always well 
prepared and he delivered them with such conviction. The parishioners appreciated this 
and respected him greatly. 

( 

pastors, men who can shepherd it's people, it is my 
Fr. Virtue may be allowed to return to that position that he does so well. 
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Bishop Thomas Doran 
Diocese of Rockford 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford~ IL 61125 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

0"0051~ 

July 14, 2010 

I am a lifetime parishioner of St. Flannen Parish in Hannon my entire 
life. I've had the privilege of working with Fr. Virtue in every capacity of 
parish work. I setved as secretary, bookkeeper, CCD teacher, Eucharist 
minister and housekeeper. We became close friends and he was 

I felt comfortable 
m all my spiritual needs as well as my 3 

daughters. He became a special family friend. I never saw any misconduct 
with anyone in our parish and I worked very close with him. He is a very 
special Priest and .friend and one of the fmest homilest I have ever met. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

7-/6-/0 

7- /_!::.-. I~ 
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Bishop Thomas Doran 

Diocese of Rockford 

P.O, Box7044 

Rockford,ll. 61125 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

July 15, 2010 

000515. 

or heard of any misconduct by Fr. Virtue. He was a trustworthy and good teacher strengthening the 

faith in our parish youth. Fr. Virtue's homilies were excellent and helped me and my family apply the 

Scriptures to our daily lives. His parish leadership showed concern for all, young and old. We were 

extremely happy he came back to us a second time, but sad when he was abruptly taken away. I pray 

for him often because he was a very caring priest. My whole family and I hope he can be reinstated 

soon to serve the Church. I feel it is in the best interest of the church that Farther Virtue be reinstated. 

Sincerely in Christ, -

__ date 
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"' Most Reverend Thomas G. Doran 
Diocese of Rockford 

000518 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, IL 61125 
July 14, 2010 

Most Reverend and Dear Bishop. 

JJ..l LII.liOOH the 
........ ,"'"'"·uu.ucu program, we were trained to be observant of any 

unusual behavior in these turbulent times. While I was in the parish office, which was located in 
the rectory at that time, for three days a week, I never saw any misconduct by Father Virtue nor 
did anyone ever bring any complaints to me. 

On the positive side, Father Virtue was kind, compassionate, and a wonderful teacher. 
Parishioners still talk about the insightful homilies he gave and how much they learned about the 
Church and our Catholic faith through him. Several families from the local community came 
only while he was here. He several adults · 

I can attest to th~ positive influence that Father Virtue was on me and the entire St. James Parish 
Conummity. I believe that the Church has experienced a great loss during the years that he has 
been on sabbatical. 

Yours in Christ, 

Signed Date '7 - 2 I - / 0 

Witness 
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Bishop Thomas Doran 
Diocese ofRockford 
P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, IL 61 125 

Dear Bishop Doran, 

000517 

July 23, 2010 

During the time we were under Father 
s care, as a was by his teaching of and total commitment to the 

ymmg people in the teen confrrmation classes. He visited and taught in our classroom 
often. The students enjoyed and respected him, and I never observed or heard of any 
misconduct on his part. 

As- while Father Virtue was at St. James, I observed his care and 
con~d temporal well-being of old and young aliJce. He had a 
special bond with many of the older parishioners. He was and still is prayed for and 
loved by those of us who know him. 

Father Virtue is a master teacher. He taught from the pulpit and by his everyday 
example. I use many of his homilies in my confirmation preparation classes. We felt so 
blessed to have him as our pastor and miss him greatly. 

Thank you for considering my letter. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

date: 

date: 
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Most Rev. Daniel R. J eF.ky, CSC 
Bishop. of Peoria 
Spalding P~sto.r.a.l Center 
419 NE Madison Avetiue 
Peoria IL 61-603 

Janua.ty 27, 2009 

De:~r Bishop Jenky, 

000519 

It is my understanding that tlle secular c~arges against Fatl)er William pen11is Virtue have been . 
dropped. I am writing, strictly ~:>n my O>VR initiative, to rf>quest. that you restore Father Virtue to 

the full and free exercise of tfJ.e priest.hood. From my exper.ience witii Fat~er Virtue, I thi-nk he 
would be of great help to college students if-he could -lind a position in acadeJnia, so I further 

request that you gr:..nt him the right to be incardinated elsewhere iftllat opportunity should occur. 

Father Virtue has played an important part in helping to keep o11e part of the Church's tradition 

alive. I speak here of its histotic moral teaching about breastteeding. His 1994 doctoral thesis 
on Mother and ~ant was rushed to Pope John Paul II, and I sure it was influential in the Pope's 
convening of a conference on breastf:eeding and his comments in May 1995. This is very 
important to those of us who are attempting to live according to tbe nature God has given us and 

are trying to taster the best and most natural torm of baby care with many consequent good 
ettects for the mother as well as her baby. 

Please free Father Virtue to function fully as a priest so that he can help those of us who will 
benefit from his priestly service and his work on behalf ofthe family. Your gift of Father Virtue 

back to us who love him will be greatly appreciated and long remembered. 

Sincerely in the 

-· 

-- ·-·- - --
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From: 
To: 
Sent Tuesday, October 13, 2009 4:14PM 
Subject: Allegations re W. 0. Virtue 
October 13, 2009 

On this past September 18, you sent a message to with several alregations about Fr. 
William Dennis Virtue. We have known for some years about the allegations, and we appreciate your 
concerns. On the other hand, we have known Fr. Virtue for quite some time and find the allegations 
difficult to believe. 

The reality is that only God and the persons involved know the absolute truth. 

Regarding you~ own statements I can mal<e some comment. 

000520 -A 
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Most Rev. Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 
3339 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Your Excellency: 

25 January 2009 

Doubtless you know of Father Michael Orsi's article "Reckless bishops ruin 
priests' reputations" in the current Homiletic & Pastoral Review. Perhaps you are also 
familiar with criticisms of the Bishops's Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by the late Avery Cardinal Dulles and by Dr. Germain Grisez, both of 
them foremost theologians. 

All three hold that defects in the Charter itself can result in grave injustices to 
priests even where the Charter is implemented in a conscientious way. But that is nol 
why I write you. Rather I write because of a failure to implement even those 
safeguards which the Charter provides. 

Father Orsi's accusation rings true: Some American bishops have made a 
travesty of canon law and have sacrificed their priests' reputations to quell a crisis 
basically of their own making. 

Pagan jurists held Fiat justitia, ruant coeli. Surely the Church of Christ can do 
no less. The scandal given by pederastic priests was terrible enough, but in too many 
cases the "remedy" of bishops only compounds the evil, while priests who may be 
innocent suffer and are bound to silence. 

Lest this letter seem vague and abstract let me cite the case of Father William D. 
Virtue, a parish priest and friend of mine who made a mark by publishing 
scrupulously orthodox studies of chastity, marriage and procreation. Several years ago 
he was suspended on grounds of accusations from a convicted felon. A priest of a 
different diocese who was accused by a brother of Father Virtue's accuser has been 
cleared by his bishop. At last word, Father Virtue had not heard from his own bishop. 

Father Virtue has not been told of this letter. 

I beg you to right a quasi-institutionalized injustice, and relieve the undeserved 
suffering of devoted priests. 

With a prayer for blessings on your person and your work, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 

- --·----- - - - ---

\ 
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June 3, 1994 

Dear Member of the Personnel Board: 

Bishop nmesch would like the reflections of the Personnel Board on 
the proposal submitted to him by Bill Virtue. Bill met with the Bishop 
once or t wice during April and May to clarify this matter, but it seems 
the more they talk the more confusing matters became. 

In my own discussions with Bill, the following seems to surface. He 
became a Diocesan priest since his uncle Father Bill Ryan convinced him 
that parish work is the only real area of activity in the church worthy . 
of any consideration . Bill Virtue feels that he · has always had an academic 
bent, and finds i t frustrating to pursue this in a parish situation . While 
he feels the c all to pursue some intellectual degree , and possibly teach, 
he still feels his call is to the Diocesan priesthood and not to. a religious 
order. Bishop rmesch pointed out that, even if he were to receive a degree, 
the opportunity for teaching on an advanced level in the Joliet Diocese is 
extremely limited. Moreover, since the program he is outlining seems more 
for his own personal advancement rather than to obtain a specified academic 
degree , there is even more question about its suitability. 

Since writing this letter, Bill has seemingly reconciled himself to 
remaining at sacred Heart in a parish situation . However, both the Bishop 
and I are certain this desire will surface again and Bill at some future 
date will ask to pursue this program. Therefore, the Bishop would like 
your thoughts on the adviceability of allowing Bill to take s0me sort of 
authorized leave to pursue his own personal intellectual goals. If he were 
to leave, it would be on the understanding that this would be funded by 
h~mself, not by the Diocese- Bill Virtue ' s exact canonical status would 
have to be worked out at that time . 

You may want to discuss this together 1 and then give your reflections 
to the Bishop- He would appreciate any thoughtsyou might have on this matter 
since possibly other men might also seek time off to pursue individual pre­
ferences of their own in future years. 

With every best wish, I am 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

,/)(.{/ 
Reverend Witliam E. Donnelly 
Chancellor 

425 SUMMIT STREET JOLIET. ILLINOIS 60435 
{815) 722-6606 




