Rev. Danlel C. Clark

Sacred Heart Cosaunity
1924 Neuburg Road
Louisvilie, Kentuoky 40205-1498
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The Most Rev. Thomas C. RKelly, O.P.
P.0. Box 1073

212 East Collede Street

Louisville, EKentucky 40201

Dear Archbishop,

Greetings - I hope thie finds you well. So often when I
have seen you we have only had just a few moments together.
Your warm receptions have al%tays miade my day and days beyond!

I just wanted to write dnd 18t you kno#t how I am doing and what
1 am doing. Sorry this letter is a tad long but I don't know
if I have ever been able to ®Write a short letter! There is
just so much I wanted to share with you.

I am still involved in the offender treatment program
mandated by the State arnd have found it to very good for me and
others. I am in the final Stages of the Phase II, the intense
therapy, and will soon be in Phase 1II, which is the
maintenance program. I have sgked John Burke if he would be my
partner for this six-week prdgram and safterwards. He
graciously agreed. I have béen in Phase II for about three
vears, which has dealt with my own victimization in childhood
by my Pastor, my anger, guilt and shame, and the trauma I
caused as a perpetrator.. Much of it has not besn without =
great deal of pain but I Havée had marvelous support from my
groups. I have never been alone. I am not stire who tonceived
“Priest Support Groups” but whoever it was deserves sainthood!
No one needs to try to convince me anymore about the meaning of
grace, the blessings of God, aend & Jegus Who hugs much like vou
- go figure! OF course, I #till see Dr. O'Connor monthly to
bi-menthly. It's been ten ydars now and he is as helpful, and
at times confrontive, as éver. The group you helped us
establish has been very good. There sre issues unique to
priegts which cannot be shared slsewhere with understanding but
can be addressed openly and honestly in this forum. I must
thank vou again for that!

I have received much encouragement from my support group
in my special ministry of helping other people find help who
are sexually or ohemicallv sddicted. I am presently the

-
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executive secretary for the Greater lLouisville Council on
Sexusl Heslth and Addiction.  The council is rapidly growing
and our Board of Directors i8 comprised of therapist,
educators and other interested parties. Judith Hatheny is our
chalrperson and I have workéd very ¢losely with her on
educational projeots such 88 ‘conferences and workshops. John
Maloney and other top-notch p#ople are orn the Board and I have
been blessed to be a part of it:for almost five years. We are
now publishing a Newsletter on & bl-monthly basls. Currently
we are working on & progrsam- for-voluntsers and professionals,
who work with vouth, on setting boundaries in addition to a
program for clergy on safe pastoral counseling settings. 1
have also asked Judith Af we "ébuld develop & workshop that
would help priests resolve thé anger and victimization
resulting from the media®and :the behavior of priests who are
perpetrators. As ons priest .astated to me recently, he falt he
was found guilty by reason 6f7being a prisst Without committing
a crime. We have scme very go6d- looal people who cotild offer
such a prodram very privately,;kev. Jim Pollard beindg oine. I
know he was well treceived by those who attended his talk a few
months ago. Judith will eohtéct our Continuing EBducation when
a program haig been worked out te ascertain interezt. I have

nlso been a referral person for treatment centera and progdrams
for other Diocede.

As you may know, I am algo. very sotive in Sex Addicts
Anonymous and continué 'to organize meetihg places. The numbers
are growing quite rapidly and:the need for additional meeting
places and different times remains a constant job. It is
difficult to Ho to 1nstitutions ‘to reguest &: meéting place that
is safe for "sex” addicdts .as ypu-¢an imagine. Hany of our
members fare ver¥ neW.to the:program and.véry, veéry acarsed. 1
am currently spohisoring-about 14 people,ﬁeveral who are HIV
and in great need of spititual -healind, lové~#nd:
reconciliation. Thls sponsofship involves baing theie with
phone and beeper ologeaat -hand i whén thev find ;themgelves in
crisis or when they. éust riesd:] to talk. Unfortuﬁately, ouréity
is full of placeés where tHey ‘6an easiiv sot “sut and it is
usually late at night. Thid past weekend, Loiigville hosted
the S.A.A. International Gonveéntion. About three - hundred
delegates from around the tiorld attended. I can see the day

when S.A.A. meetings will be &s common &8 A.A. and as openly
publicized. :

As you know, Peyton asked me to help out at thée Tribunal
with.auditing cases. 1 have bsen writing second instance and
keeping on top of the pile. 1 _have alwdys been impressed with
how well the Tribunal worhs and tend to brag about it with
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friends in other Diocess. Trying to stop that though. 1 met
with Fr. Thompson and told him I would be open to helping him
in whatever way was appropriate. Of ocourse, I'm Btill helping
the community here at the monastery in swhatever way I can.

And, T am the Alterrnate for Reﬂion V1 vhenever Ted Sans is
absent - which is quite rarel’i I found the one meeting I was
allowed to attend quite. ex01t1ng but 1t dealt with taxes which
I know nothingd about

Finally, oneé of my hobbies has been radio. I took the test
and completed my FCC Technitlan's license. fot smateur radio
about two weeks ago. Whenever.:I am at home; I:mohitor the
emergency chatinel on citizen. ‘Bahd to rélay socident reports and
other emergencies to EMS or.polics. 1 have reocelved training
as a weather spottér for:stoflis And tornkdosés ahd becume a
member of the Radio Emergendy*Astion Comsiunications Team and
. the Disaster Emergency Servioes of Lounlsville and Jefferson
County. On the side, do not use a cellular phone with an
antenna on 1t. The frequenoy 'these phonhed use ie very c¢lome to
that of a microwavée oven ~ whitch ought to . tell pecple -
something! R ST

Hy ministry is very muoh behind-the-fcenes. - And; I must
honestly say there are sone times when I get caught- up in grief
that I can no longer do whab my brothers do in ministry. A
phone call from an #fddiot Bn¥pH:mé. back® to-the grdoce of. what I
am doing and my special ministrv in bailding ‘the Body of
Christ. In my heait I knouf'ﬁat dod 1s dcing with me éxactly
what God wanted to do. T .

I am very much lookingff rward to attending the Assembly;
ny first in six or seven Vears.: There i mome. spprehension-
too, but I know my support:greup will be thHere for me, and 1
For them. I thank vou Archbihhop for your.support and for
believing in me: I have:bgeiiblesssd with go.many wondarful
people and you are at the top 6f the fist ~-thank you - I can t
say 1t enough! Know you arb in]mv ‘deily prayars

Fraternally,

et

Rev. Daniel C. Clark
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