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I -21,r~ '.','ritirlg to in,~,!.ir=?ab.;ut ~h2 ~:issicn:Jr;... Srcthc:r.s
of ~la=i·:~~. L8t me fi~st t~ll yn11 a little abo~t n'ys~lf,

3.nd th·'2~ '1(;~1 cc n F(=--rhc:"flS o.f:ff::!.r r.:e s crae infarnatic!1 o r
di':" 2ctit~,n.

I am ~ O~i2St of the ~rchdiG=ese of Lou~svill~..
Pc!: ~:h~ ":")2S·: .ei o ht ~'2a:s, -: h a vo ::v~'C~r: S0j:,vin9 th,? ;:2."thGlics
a n d thi? peer 3.nf~ th'2 u nchu r che d in 7;l'!C rn.i s s i.c n chu r c h a s

in s c.. u t h crn f-~cn"tacky.. :his [J5:::t o f !(,entu.ckv is a pOV-2rt~1

a re n on ~::V-: "ou t ski.rt s " of \pp:J.l~ci::".. It is a. pretty
a c t ivo 2.::<22. ~'iith a bou t S1?'.ten o r i.o s t s ~nr2 .L4 nuns s'~:rv:'n~

a lr-c0Lnt'v ~r~~. I 2Pl t;:~ ~nl~' Dri~st serving in counties
0,[ Q-' ~~.fC chu r che s , au'-:; ,J. \Jir.:~:or:.1 1:011 Sist::~r wo rk s ~'rith

m~. rhl~ perc~nt~ge of ~atholics is l~ss than ong p~r cAnt
(l.:~( C.::-~hGlics in try trIO ccun t i e s ) , sc a 'Jr~at deal ofcl!.r
tiIT? is Sp~~i1t ;'1c::ki~(J Tlith "th2 pCC"-c. I ::rela7:'2 v~?:!:y ~'r!211

1.'li~!f t~'"!'"2 po o r , "the: In 2. r c i na 1 , snd t1i.? outca s t s c·f scc i o t v .

During th~ past Y8a~ or so, ! havR been feeling a
d8Si:c: .:\r.d calling to ":e,:::k '2XClllSiv,?l,:! ~'lith the po o r c u t «

siri~ ~he o~dinary p~=ish s~tting. I feel ai desire and
c8,11i~0 to liv~ a life o~ ?cverty nnd to seek the frc2dcm
that SllCh a life can bri~J.

Insn£ar as my present assignm;ant ~ay be ending as
8arl}f as Jun~ 1981, I aru ncvr in t h e P7:0C~SS of d i s ca r nr-cn t .
In cant eTi'!pla ting my n'2S t a.::::2a o f r.:ini s t r y following ElY

p re son t a s s iqnmran t , I h.o.~ ..~0. h~lj a 51: 'con '0 dQsi:r.~ t('l neTIc in
the inner city of Louisville, livinn a simple gnspal lif~

a~ong the poor and rnarginnl. But not in a parish setting ..

In much of my :readi!ltj in rC?cr?nt mon t h s , I hD.ve com~

acros s :~~cciden ta I Ly 11 ,=.;, 'Jr0D. t ~~~2il aDOLl t Mother T~:Cf?sa. and
th~ tiissicnarv ;~roth'2rs. I aJ so r12ad 1:p'ci2ntly "tC1(-? aLlto-
b i oo ro.phv 0 t Do-rothy ["~ll!, -rh i.ch a Cr-i'?nr1 Slav'.=: me to I'?ad.
I tOG~-<' t h e brok , not :nntend5¥n(l -:C ::r~~:\d it hu t did, and it
was a Dlovinq experience. I !)eli8v~ th~t th~ Spi=it is l~ad­

ing m~~ in this rlirgc~icn. Most rpcently I read the articl~

in Columbian nagazine iJ.OGu-: the hiissioD.3ry lrothers. I
need to know mo ra , and, if it 1)e God I s will, to b(':?c()rn,~ a
~iissionary Brother.
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In my miEistr~, I h~V2 b28n en9ag2d oftenti32S as a
vcs-:,.2. (>,-}V(iC2.t·,? e:.E jllstic;~. i''-;~1 Ln c Li.n.a t i.on is l'23.:lin;J :;:0:;:"2

to·;.r..:.r~~; 3. S ir.1IJ1;:: liTJin'J or t:-:;:~ :JcS0:21 ".';itho:lt h~\.1Iins mv
voica h2~r(j except by ~ork~ of charity.

r",'1 c a s o ~J0:.l m2..Y b2 :;;ond(~"':inl, I a;n not 3. "o r c b I ~IT!"

o r io s t , I $Ur:::;ClS2: t o.v t :'!osi: of. th:""l: n~c,:;l(~ 'xho knc::'-J :'12

conti~ue to func~ic~ 2f£~=~iv21~ in a ?aris!l situ~t~cn.

E0~'r':::;:;.2:r, I ["ill'], it .Li, t,,.:'ic'..ll t to liv:~ till'e c a.Ll, to pove r t y

in ...:.y [)r:-~s'~:lt s i tuo t i.o n , Althou.;;h I :ic n o t Ii\!2 in l'l~(:.lr,­

io lS .:"1..GCO;::-;O;~""J..t i.ori s , i7i)i :lp.3..rtii1~;nt is 71ic(~r than ::T105.n:l of tll'2

r~ople'':3 hnm~s that r S~:rV2, -3.nd this is an '?n:~ar:J.sslT~2nt

to £r,R.

In shar:, I feel a nGed anlj ~n obliJ~tion ~n[~ c~lli~~

to S2r~2 th2 ooor in ~ lif8 of pcv~rty, and to pur~u'2 tllis

.1, hZ1V,-: not d.i s cu s s e rl this ':.1.1 t h .G'ly \rch;)ishop Yf:?'t, :Jai;
am ari t i c i.oati.n q to do sc ::.rithin -:h:= next reon t h ,

I '.li2.1 :';'2 J.nx:"O'-lsl:vr :l:;,r,:::i.tin~ an.-;, infcLIil::.\tioQ or S':..ig­

g8stinns that 3'G~ ca~l off2~.

Sincc~r~l}' in Christ,

P.S. I forgot to mention th~t I am 44 ye~rs old and am in
goed health. I hope th~t my age in itselt' ~ill not
d i scua Li, f)' r::e in ·:::'':'r'S~.ling -::h:~ ,?cssibili t y of Li v i n q the
lif.~ of a r~issio~ar}· ~rQther of Charity. In th2 n~xt

f2~ months, I have seme vac~ticn tiDle coming, so I
wou Ld be williaCJ to ccme to Los !..\ngeles to get more
first-hand know'ledge c n c t o help in illy process of
discernment.
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