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I am a nmxisst of the Azchdiccase of Loudsville,
Frr th2 nost 2ight vears, T have been serving the Tathelics
ans the ncor and the unchurched in fwe migsicon churches
ir scuthorn Hentucky. This part of Kentucky is a povartvy
ar=zn on the Toutskivte” of Appolocia. It is & pretiy
activae arez with about seven priests and L4 nung sacving
a L .coanty area. I oEgm wiie enly omri=zst serving in counties
of m trwe churches, and a Victory Tell Sister vorks with
me, Iho neveontage of Cathelicsg i3 less than one per cent
(Lic T-theolics in my tuo countiss), sc a great deal of cux
tipz is gpent werking with the pecr. I relatz very wsell
itk the neor, the marginal, and the outcasts of sociesti,

h D
aA desire and
ae

Inscfar as my DPresent assignment may be ending as
sarily as June IQ&L, I am ncw in the process of discaroment,
In conitemplating mv negt zrza of pinistry following mv

prasent assignment, I have had a steoong desires to vroxrk in
the imner citv of Louisville, Iivinn a simple gospal 1idff:
among tha peor and marginal. 2ut not in a parish setting.

In much of my reading in recent months, I have coms
across ‘aceidentally" a graat deal about Mother Teresa and
the Migsicnary mrocthers. I algo read recently the auto-
biography of Dorothy Dav, which a friend qgave me to read.

I tock the beok, not sntending *o read it but did, and it
WasS a moving expariencss. I bBelisve that the Snirit is lead-
ing me in this dirzciien. Most v I read the article

T

in Ceolumbian nagazine azout the HWissionary Jrothers. 1T

eed to know mora, and, if it he Ged's will, to becom2 a
¥Missionary Brother. )
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my miristrv av2 bean anagasg entines as a
venal advecata of justica. iy inglinaticn 1s lzaniny more
o rd a simple living of the gosoael without having oy
voics heard excent by worlksd of charitw,

In case vou may be.wondering, I am not 2 ‘'prezlem”
nriast. I sunoose tha of thn n2onle whe knewy mez
vreeald indge ma o oa succoo I§ 4% b Zod's wiil, I can
contiaue to Yuncticn = ztively in 2 parish situanticen.
Forever, I find it Jdif te liva tihe czll fto poverty
in oy nrasasnt situatic thoughh I 3¢ net live in laiwoar-
icis accomointions, my mant L8 nlcsr than manvy of the
naoplae's hnowes that I and this iz an exharassment
tOo me.

In short, I fe=z2l a need and 2n edligation and collinsg
to servae thz neer in o life of poverty, and to puarsur this
&t tha nrasant tins.

I nave not discussazd this with my Azchbisheop vet, bai
am anticipating to do sc within thz next montih.

I 121 bhe anxicusly awilting any infoimation or Sug-
grstinns that vou can offer,

Sincer=lyv in Christ,
Thomasg I, Clark
P.5. I forgot to wmantion that I am 44 vexrs old and am in
good hezlth. I hope that my age in itsels will not
disgualify me in sarering the pessibility of livirng the
1ifa of a Missicnary %Srother of Charity. In the next

f2w months, I have some vacaticon time coming, so I

would be willing to come to Los Angeles tc get more

rirst-hand knowledge znd to help in my process of

dizscernment.
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