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. Your Excellency:

3830 N. 92nd Street
; Milwaukee, Wiscomsin . 53222
S ' * . February 11, 1SBO )

. The Most Rev Rembert 6. Weakland 0.S. B., D.D.

802 North Jackson Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin: '

1 am writing to you on the advice of Fr: Joseph Hornacek
regarding the matter 1 presented to bhim last Monday and which
has been broupght to your attention. I sincerely regret baving

.to write this letter which is ‘in.the-ratwe of an apology For

my @actions which are an embarrassment not only to me but Ta. the
prlesthood in geneial.

You have been most kind to me since my return to the Archdioces.
of Milwoukee and I am most grateful For yowr compassion and benevo-
lence. Yhen I spoke to you last year regsrding the ‘militery chap-
laincy, you were most cooperative even thougb that decision may not
have been in my best imterests. 1 accepted the assignment to 5t.
Margaret Mary Parish knowing that there were some problems, not
omly with the pastor, but I was uncertain how X would get along with
my classwmate, Fr.”"Tom WittliFF.  As the months wore on the problens
became more apparent. TYhe lack of communication with Father Vint
was certainly a3 contributing ceause to my discontent, but perbaps

.egually disturbing was the liFestyle of Fr. Tom. With my orientatio
the frequent presence of teemage boys in the house.at night was

tantalizing to say the lesst. It was duwing that time that I met
the boy with whom I became invelved. There is moch more that I -
could say asbout those evening. sessions, but I do not wish to. im-

- eriminate F.T., as the boys refer to him 8t this time. I Feel that

- he has his own problem o deal 'with.

I bave been in DDmmUﬁlCBtan with the . mother of the boy 1nvolve

-and she is sympathetic and does not intend to press any charges. My

concern is for the boy who bas not.dealt with the situation as I
tad hopéd. Since he hzs chosen to shore “fhe incident with some of

his Friends, I have been cast in a bad light and the decision that
I lesve the parish seems to-be a prudent ohe. -1 would be willing

to stay on ntil June iF that were deemed ad9i§eble- I have mot
discussed the matter with Fr. Vint, but will do 5o 2s soon as be

-retuns from Florida.

LI am grateFul For the opportunity to meet with Dr. Dale Dlen.
I have set up an appointment with him For this cowming Thursday.
I have also beer in dialog with several other priests who have

" been supportive. I really see the need for a support group among

priests of my orientation and have discussed. the matter with Fr.

Jim Arimond. -
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) As to my Future I see several possibilities. Since last
December I have been thirking about a return to Celifornia and
have been in communication with two Franciscan communities--the
Capuchins in La Canada and the Franciscans in Oakland. 1 have
long been attracted to the Franciscon way of life and have been
inspired by my patron saint,Francis of Assisi. Periodically I °
consider Joining B religious community. 1 hope this is not an
unrealistic escope, : '

! : . I have also spoken to Fr. Jerry Lanser about the Albuquer-que
j( : © " Villa and he referred be to Fr._ Michael Foley. 1 spoke to Fr. Foley
: T on the phone as Jerry had mentionsd the possibility of an opening
! in campus ministry at the University of Albuguergue. He thought
f that perbaps in the event-that 1 chose that option I could be in
. ‘touch with the Servants of the Roreclete and their program while
Lo serving the campus community. I do not fFeel that. I need to go
. 1 - through the six month progran \uth them, but would find their
: support group beneficisl. - - v :

i i The other -option X would like to explore is the possibility
: S of campus ministry in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Since {1975
s I have applied for a3 position in that area. In view of my back-
. ground 1 believe T am qualafied having stiended Chaplains® School
: 'at Niagera.University, two years as Catholic Chaplein at Marshall
Dniversity in Huntington, West Virginia and a short time at St.louis
Umlversity. 1 have att d conventions and seminars dealing with
“Young Adult Ministry imr Florida, Ohio, and Califorfia so 1 have
. kept. in touch. I Find this type of minisiry Far more fFulFilling
P © than general parish work and for this reason 1.am questioning my
P : role as @ pastor for the BO’s in Wisconsin: 7T understand that
; . there will be an opening at UWH and at Parkside and I have indlcated
~ my Lnterest to Fr. Roy Matel jan.

For the present I plan to cemzin &t S5t. Margasret Hary Parish
o © untill the end of ‘this wonth. I am %illing to rem2in into March,
- . if Fr. Vint wants me.to cover for Fr. Dick Mirsberger who is going
to Florida For & vacatieon. . Cn the 10th of March I plan wo fly to
.. : BHewaii with Fr. YBruno’” Henke and Fr. Jobn Richetta to spend sone
: " -time with Fr. Richerd Beck. Since lodging will be provided, my .
; ' o : expenses beyond airFare will be minimal. Originally Fr. Dominic
it : - Roscioli was going to eccompany them but due to the illness of his
g . Ffother I wi)l be going in his plece. -Right row I need a vacation
[ - ., and time to sort out sy Feelings. : ' .

: ' T I will be in need of a residence when I return From Hawali.
Loy ' . Several possibilities have been suvggested. I bagd opted for an

i ’ east side parish——where I could be close to. the Univsrsity to
spend some time at the Newman Center with Fr. Lartry Dulek. 1 have
S -~ kmown Larry For some time and have also discussed my interest in
b campus ministy with hiw. Holy Rosary Perish has been. suggested as
b o possibility. I have also been in toixch with Fr. Rom Crewe at

v
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St. Hedwig’s. -A.residency there also seems 3 possibility, particular
1y dur-ing’ the time he plans to be in RAome. He indicated that he

will be away over Holy Week and Easter and has-made a reqguest for
someone to cover For him. - IF he has not made other arranghents I
would 'be willing to supply for him atAthat time -

; I would also feel comfortable living with Fr. Jim Arimond

e and Fr. Aicherd Liska at Sacred Heart, 1 Feel that Jim could be

) N "a real support to me., An added reason would be that 1 would be
close to 5%t. Francis School of Pastoral Ministry end the Albert
Cardinal Meyer Institute. . IF T hove the time I would like to
take advantage of the programs that sre offered there.

] As a last resort I would be grazeful if you colld put me in.
Xouch with @ benevolent bishop in Californiz where I might serve..
Periodically I get nostalgic For Californie--Wiscomsin .winters
last too long--though this-hoas been a.mild one. T place this.
request in last place because while my wother is alive I believe
I should remain close tc her. As you may recall she.spoke to you
at the Naim ConFerence luncheon hére at 'St Margaret Mary’s. - She
j - and 1 were nost edified my your homily and your references to your
" ) mother. She was widowed when I was five yeers pld anpd is a great .
’ lady. ©She has been the organist at St. Mary’s, Woodland since
1930. The parish will honor her this April. I do-not wish to
dishonor her eany more so than I have already done. She is aware
oF my orientation. -

This bas been a long,iettarn . I did not wish to bore you.
" Xhope you can sort it out and that we can come to'a decision
vhich is best for me and for the Archdiocese. "X do not’ enjoy

" being a. "problem priest”. I am grateful for a "benevolent bishop™.

. If you would like to meet with me at your comvenience. I would
. B 'be happy to do so. I guess this is the YBottom Line'.

P . ) . - Sincerely yours in Christ,

- Db Bk
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-v' i¥ Psychology .FE8..241983§

Assoctates S R S S
, ; . ' o L ' Wausou, Wisconsin 54401
Liconed Cl-‘nia'hydmlop?_h . ' ) 715-848-1348

Anthony Gillelte, Ph.D
'_rbomuy R. Zeotner, PhD

: CONFIDENTIAL -
COMPREMENSIVE MEDICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION

NAME: . Father Franklyn W. Becker

“ADDRE3S:- - 5937 N..35th Stireer .
. Milwau]_(ee‘. wy

PHOWE : 414-266-4382
REFERRAL" SOURCE:* Rev. Joseph A. Janicki
: - Vic¢or for Priest Pexsonnel
Archdiocess of Milvavkee
'DATE OF BIRTH: ~ 7-15-37
AGE! . 4S5 years
.DATES SEEN: 1-24-83; 1-25-83; 1-26-83; 2-14-83 . o

DATE-OF REPORT:  Fedbruary 21, 1983

REASON FCR REFERRAL: . - - | : r _ oLl

BRI Erh i I i b
Rlae B
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bZhaviors which may: felfect potz jucgnes

_RAGKGRGUND, INFORMATION:
Frenklyn is ‘the oldest of two sons. The first critica)l -
“experience that be related that he covl)d temewber from childhood -
was “the ceath of his father ip an avwrc acciden® while on the way'to
choreh.  He has vague memories of .the fugeral but is very-cognizant
That from that time on- he took on s pretective role with both his

mother and his brother who was then five moaths oid. -

" He described‘himselif, as a loner during his childhood; l'iving
in 3°s»all town and ‘going to 2 one rodm school house. The friend

OIS~ oo

—~n — —a— -
e R L T S




. e e

[P A

2
N
i
i

LAV FINAEA
s /*‘\ R

a
£

unﬂer doors in .oxder’ to communlcate-

R i T

FETATEd - that puberty - adolEsecE Was 3 ﬂ
"a result of his mother’s young widowhood she- had seVeIal affairs
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_Evaluation -
Franklyn Becker ’
Page 2

who he was closest to moved away and subsequently he develocped

no other close friendships in grade school. He described himself
3s being 2 good student but his interest in music and art made him
"different”-from the boys who were athletic. .He iridicated that he
shared jore interests with the girls, to the pojnt of playing with
dolls:with thew.and rece1v1ng one from his grandmother as a gift.
"He described feeling in-between in terms of masculinity and’
femininity and was often in a fantasy world. He started xealizing
an sttraction to boys' bodies in approximarely the 8th grade,

and would feel excited.during gawes of strip poker with his brether’s
friends or in the locker yoom. - These feelings were not acted -on

and Franklyn indicated he was not fully aware of -the’ complexirty of
these feellngs‘ :

- He contlnued through high school being involved in band anad
.cho¥us. -One of the coaches seemed to realize a nced and encouraged
Fran¥Xlyn to be the track manager. He did not’ date during this time
but developed a c£lose friendship with a yYoung man who was the
class president. Later during his first year in semimary this yaung
man was ¥llled in a train accident. Frasklyn described this as
a gr¥eat loss and it brovght tears to his eyes recalling it. He
said he hadid’t thought -abour it for awhile but on the way here
passed throvgh Poynette where the ynung man's mother mnow- 11ves

After high schaol he- got a scholarshlp to Carroll’ Colleg;s.
He felt. lost there and after two vweeks he spoke with.the campus -

,priest and cntered the seminary. He had always been close to the

choxch, his wother was the oxganist and this orientation towards
rel1g10D5 1ife was not surprising to him.

AT s
TRt

After the loss of hls friend he identified for- hlmself a great
need for companionship.- He did alot of Teading about frlendshnp
The enviromment was very sheltered and there was. a strong taboo
against doing anythinp with a fellow priest, only in groups was
socializing acceptable. Out of his -need he wrote.letters and put them

Thls was 50n51dcred 1nappr0pr1ate .
; '-f:m_w-,. DS ;

g |
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with Aarried wen. Inspite of the fact that she was also close to

the ‘church Franklyn was Very wWorried about his -mother's spirirual
futuré.. . He was _tonvinced she would go to hell; and:so lie continued, .
to be. pTDtectxve of her. - She prece;ved this as- 1nterference and

as a result ambzvalence occured An theJr 1213&10D5h1p-

“Franklyn denied any- homosexnal actrng ont wntil-his ch and
last year in SeminaTy. At approximately. agée Z1-23 he visited a gay
The realization of his sexuval oriéntation came ta the surface
and uponr returning to the seminary. he visited a classmate whose
light was still-on. He felt he had been gerting a '"come-on' from
this fellow student earlier and again that night. They had a .
homosexnal relationskip. - Apparently the stress or conflict regarding

N
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the relationship was too great for the other student and hé went
to discvss it with the recror. "Im March 1964, Franklyn discussed
this incident with the bishop and becauvse it was a first -time
sitwation no othér action was taken. However, he subsequenrly
found out his spirXtual director was gay and it was throupgh him
‘Franklyn was encouraged to rxead The Invert and see a psychologist
for counseling. He took trhe MMPI at that time which -indicated
high F score. He felt he took-bis vows w;th full knowledge of
hls honosexuallty .

For a perlod of -time he was involved in campus ministry and was
"véry active in the gay liberation movement. It was during this
time he wrote a letter to his wother explaiming his personal
reasons for.involvement in this-.cause.. Franklyn insdicated he didn't
think.this affected their‘relatibnship. However, there still
seems to be 3 part.of-her thar thinks he will run off.with one
of his female friends. .
Father Becker is currently living ‘in a transitional rectoxry
for‘the Archéiocese,of Milwaukee and is in-between 'assignments.

PROCEDURE FOR EVALUATION: -

Father Becker was examlned .over a Three day period by a
multi-disciplinary team. This tear consisted of a spiritavl
director, a specialist in internal medicine, a psychiatric socizl
worker, a psychiatrisg, and a psychologist, -Excerpts;, summaxy
statements,. and conclusions from the Variovs spscialists follow.

“MEDICAL EVALUATIDN

. A medicsl evalvation was conducted vnder the dlrectxon of- Dav1d
X.- Aughenbaigh, M.D. from the department -of.internal medicine’
of the- Wausau H&dlcal Center. Dx> Aughenbaugh's -reppxr is as
‘ follows- - . : o - T

TR ; QRN Brrol
= Hf&é"x "faﬁ’pi{c "’! 2,%%5- S

As you.know Father Becker is a. 45 year old whlte male.' Hxs
famlly history is significapt in that his father diéd at age 41 .
as the resuvlt of a moror-vehicle-accident. His mother is 77 years

vld- and in good health. Father Becker also has:a Al year old, -
brother. . ) R oL S T e "_

Hls chlldhood 111nesses Jncluded qnly measles and chlcken pox .
He underwent a hemorrh01dectomy xn 2963 and.a rhlnoplasty in 1974. T

A completé revrew of systems was obrained. Father Becker wears
corrective lenses for myopic aStigmatism. He did admit to recent
onset of hoarsemess, and he tends to lean toward diarrhea; however,
. he normally has only one bowel movement per day with no other

pastrointestinal symptomatoleogy. The only ether historical item of

U opEDENDAL e
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note is that he will occasionally experlence backache
"secondary to fatigue.

) On pﬁysicql examination he measured S-feetv, 10% 1nche5 in
Neight, and he weighed 182 pounds. His blood pressvre was normal
110/72 with a pulse-of 72. His complete phy51cal examination

- was normal in all. other regards.

Bis chest X-ray was noted to be normal. His electrocardiogram’
did show minimal evidence for left ventxicular hypertrophy.
However, I would have a tendency to discount the latter in view of
the facc that he had no cardiac enlargement on-clinical examznatlon,
and his chest x-ray Showed no evidence for cardiac enlargement
either. His Tealth profiie was rotally normal with the.exception
of a wildly elevated serum cholesterol at 241 mp}. Our normal

. range is berween 150 and 230mg}. This is obviously a mild. elevétlon

in the serum cholestexrol. It would be to his advantage to Iose
Some weight, At S.feet, 11 inches, he should weigh ‘closer to. 165
pounds or thereabouts. It would also be advisable to avoid foods
high in saturated fats such as milk, eggs, cheese, fatty mears,
etc. Afrer having wade such an édjustment it would also be
worthwhile to Yrepeat the serum cholesterol in 3-6 months. The
urinalysis showed a trace of blood in the urine. Such a' finding
is pormally of little significance. However, it would.be worthwhile
xepeating the urinalysis at his leisure.”  Lastly, the complete’
blood count showed .2 minimal amount of anemia with a hemoglobin L
of -13.9 grams and a hemarocrit of 43%. Again, it wounld be worth
repearing the hemoglobin and hematocrit values a2t his leiswore T
to ascertain whether or mot the value of 13.9 prams and 43% : o
represent lab-error. The white cell count was perfectly normal at

SPIRITUAL EVALUATION: o S

A spititual evaluation was conducted by Father. Terry Heidn,.
O F.M Cgp Fathey'ﬂé;dn is_the dlIeCtOT of the St Anihon; S :

M dinrhugiien.

rrank does séem -to have a repular prayer-lifér

Splritual

f'readlng and meditation.are done on a regular basis.. This does
‘seem satisfying to him though there does not seem td be 1nd1cat10n

of any kind of substantlal growth in this area._ R

His relat1onsh1p and 1mage of. God is very p051t1ve. Gud 15 .
seen and experienced as Father and Brother and this'is the way that .
he -prays. Strvctured, formal prayer is difficult for him. “The NS
breviaxy does not hold much weaning.” Seems to be drawn- to a more o
Teflectlvc aspect of 13fe and prayer-

The loneliness of his 1ife~ style cau§e§ sone diffiéﬁlf& for

-him at times. - He is seeking wale companlonshlp and has thought
-about the p0551b111ty of entering rellglous 1ife, probably for

the sense of-community. Other aspects.of religious life, e.g.
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- Page 5

poverty, would probably be Jifficuvlr.

A concexn right now seems to be what to do witk his llfe
where does he fit in Tegardlng ministry. Ministry 3s very |
satisfying for him. He is hopeful abeont the future. .God is a
paxt of his.life, - He is present and helpipg and Frank sces this
presence and tosch of God through people 'and events. At present:
he seems to feel on top of things. -I sense much pood w111 and

T a willingness to face 1ifc and ro grow.

RECOMMENDATION

I would suggest some kind of falth/mlmstry SUppOIT group to-
hclp hin deepen his prayer 1ife and also provide some of the male
companionship be is seeking. A Jregmlar spiritual director would
also be helpful to allow him to explore-and deepen his prayer llfc

7 and how this’ connccts wlth hIS life~ of ministry.

. 1 ‘think there is much To0 bulld on-in his-life already.. He
couvld possibly be dealing with.mid-1ifé changes so the'need to
re~evaluate his goals and how he wants to live his life now.
There is.a need -find meaningfuloess .in-his 1ife now.

.

ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE EVALUATION:' _ o - :

The alcohol and drug abuse evaluation was cunducted by Mr.
Ed Shoenbach, ADA counselor.” Mr. Shoenbach Is the coordinator of
Alcohol and Prup Abuse services £or the Marathon Bealth Care. Center
>, in Wavsan and is a censultant to Psychology Assoc1ate5' Mr.=-
Shoenbach's report 15 as follow5'

Franklyn was timeky for his appointment- and appearédaneatly'f'

dressed. He answered all questions asked and Was cooperative
during- the entlre 53551on-

1”53'11’1 ﬁl

loss of cantrol of alcohol H:Lth h1s father s untamely death,
-1s difficult to establish any clear pattern of abuse or addlct)un.
.Mother drinks occasionally but has experienced no- Aifficulty with

* ‘alcohol or other medicarions at the present time. The brother llVlﬂg
in Ind1anapolls has no zpparent problems. wlth a]cohol at th1$ time.

Current alcohol wse is 5porad1c .and usually in con;unctlon.-
wath a weal or with friends. No one. has ever .complained about.
his drinking and he €an only ‘Tecall one occasion (1D years.ago)

_when he consumed enovgh.”"Black Russian” to make him fairly 111,
. Mis use of other medication can best be destrxibed as "judicious' -
and usvally of the aspirin or amacin.variety for sinus headaches.
No prescriptlon or minor tranquilizers ox barbirtvates.have ever
been sought by Franklyn, 2nd there has been no extended
hospitalizations ‘in. his 1ife that may have.required analgesic

AMIL00702
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or sedative type drugs ro be prescribed. Franklyn stated that he
has never viewed alcohol or tTGDQDllLZeIS as an.avenue to deal
with problems or tensions. and could not imagine doing so .as a

_Tesponse to current or furure stress:

Seemingly at this tiwme, no problems with alcohol or drugs
are belng experienced by Franklyn "This patterm will probably
continue even if Franklyn is faced with increased stress,
loneliness orx other significant probloms in living. "It would
seem that his farhex's perxrceived problem with alcohel -left enough
of an impression to.steex: the.entire famlly away from alz:ohol as
a problem- solver. .

SOCYAL HISTORY:

_ . A social history was obtained by Mary Beth Ament, M.S.¥.
Portions 6f this social history are contained in the background.
information section of.this report. Further comments by Ms.

. Ament follow:

‘in an actual phy51ca1 relationship. He feels that other

. Slnce being 3531gned to parrishs there have been ‘several
occasions vhere Franklyn has developed close relationships with (-
adolescent boys (16 years) and which he describes to me yesuvlted

relatlonsh1ps with’ young men. have been broken off or stopped
because h:zs 'repotation' is belng passed along

‘He feels the last incident w1th taklng the boy on- the
Caxribbean Cruise was misinterpreted, thaz nothing happened. and

‘that some of-what he has been experiencing in relation co evaluatxons

and wr:n:lng a letter of. intent of cellbdcy are vnfair.-

" ‘Be descrided that hls d).sllke for hypocrisy and- zmpul‘-sivene'ss
as two major factors that make his homosexuality more of o problen.

'He feels beirg open aboutr his sexual orlentatmn and the extieut of

n th: prlesthood ;Ls the cml)' way to b*r_u;g about ch:mge

Because of h15 desue to stay in the prlesthdud he belxeves
‘he can- conr.rol his Lopulsiveness and it motivates him to ‘continue
. to -cooperate and 'go through whatever evaluation, counseling 0or other
.. steps are suggested.. But he.does indicate that thére is not much
hope for- h:Ls sexual preference to C}langc at this time in-his life. °

He sc111 ).ndlcates a strong need for a relatlonshlp and he hopes
to find a satisfyinpg one with someone his own age. MHe'is not sure
whether his attraction to »adolescenCS is dve to his need to be a
fathex and have a surrogate son Or To-re-capture that missing
period in his own life when his mother was involved in the affairs.
He nevertheless thinks having a pastorate, and more responsiblli'ty
will be helpful. He then won't feezl the need to be oppositional
to someone else’'s orders. He adso feels ).nvolvement in a support

CONFIDENTIAL
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éroup for gay priests could be beneficial. -

' PSYCHIATRIC EVALUJ\TION—

- A psychiatric evaluvation was conducted by R;Lchard L. M_lmnhzm
"M.D. Significant porrlons of Dr. Minnihan's report follow—

The recurrlng problems. are due to Father Beckexr’s "gay

orientation®*. . He states he has beep involved in the gay coming
‘DUt Process: and involved in awarencss groups.. Me. states he gets
_ipto difficulty because .he will reveal himself to-the adolescents.
-He states he will tend to become involVved with adolescenmt boys. |,
in the apge range of twelve to sixteen ycars of age. The youngest
vwas .twelve yéars of age. The activities appavently. ‘do not involve
- feales. Hot all the relationships are physical. Father Becker
states he \»111 ACT -3S a fﬁther lpage vhich may become physical.

Father Becker also scates that he has been intimste with
adult males. .

When, discussion tentered about poor Judgmcnt Father Beckex
indicated that at times he was imprudent. He states for example
he probably should not have lied  aboutr the boy on the. cruise trlp
In addition, he became involved with a ‘Milwaukee newspaper
'mveqt:gal_mnal report < centering about the hypocrisy of the
Catholic church and homosexuality. Father Becker states ‘That-he
was angry at the tiwe and believed that there was .a hypocrisy .
within the church in’ regard to tkeir attiturde toward-homosexvality:
In addition, he cited an example in which he failed to, tonsult o
Proper author:uy for initiating 3 vaffle to raise moncy. "He LT
also states that it was imprudent of him ro allaw h:unself to becone
“Anvolved with' adolescenl. and prr_ adolescents to the pomL of arous:mg
>usp1c1on ) . .

;

S S i .
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| e{:}mf prmetf o T.\e Sbmew}iﬁt an:xmus afﬁf f:e'sx{‘ﬁ'h‘t i’h his 5 By

presentation.: At times he became vncerrain in his-speech ‘with LS T

uuld stuttenng. Thodght processes were logically cohesive. There -

was no indication of an affective disorder. by histoxy or presentation

.hoT signs or symptoms of. psychosis.® Be denies sexual sadism and -

_denies- svicidal or homicidal :\deaubns Clln:u:a).ly,_ there is:'noe .

eVJ.dence of organ1C1ty, 3 O - ’
The dlagnost).c 1mpressum wpuld be Pedop)ulu - H;s att1tude

‘isthat homoseXxualaity 1s an acuvity oF- self‘orlentanon that wpust’

. be acknowledged. It'would appear from history that his” involvement

"with adolescent and pre-adolescents. is perhaps a preater.problem..

His- tendency to be open about his homose:malxty could be embarassing

in certain social situations. 1 found no disorder which would be .

likely responsive to chemothexapy. I bhink most likely this is - =~ - =

_a management problem. The-re is 11ke17 ‘to be a contnmed tendency

CUNHUEN’T AL - AMILO0704
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|
!

to become involved with adolescent and pre-adolescent boys. [
think any assignment should preclude involvement with youth.

" There is also as noted above the likelihood thar Farher Becker
believes homosexuality is a. condition of Lhe human, which should be
accepted and openly discussed which. may prove in conservac).ve
areas to be quite” controver51al and unacceptznblc

PSYCHCLOGICAL INTERVIEW:

R T T

. A ps)’chologu:al 1nterv1ew was conducted by ‘Ihomas lentner, Ph.D. -
portions of that report follow:

t

. Father Becker had fond memories of most of his’ assignments
but particularly the campus ministry in Huninpton, West Virginia.
Be explained that' wmany:moves'-during- his career as partially duve

* té what his supervisors have. called "pooxr judgwent™. “Franklyn

. views himself as a idealist and-a person who "can't stand
hypocrisy” and as a result, has periodically been ip conflict”
with ‘the establishment within.the church. HBe reportedly has been
outspoken in a number $f aréas but particularly gay rlghts.

R ORI

Y
e

Franklyn does not deny the sexual feel:mgs he has for males

[ . but v1ews his 1ntere5t in teen-agers as an express:.on of his need
. ‘foxr a "surrogate son”. He has always felt a pap in his -life ‘not

-ha\ung childryen of hls owp but is not obviously re€sentful towards
- the church or his professnon for precluding this pOSSlblllt)’

Pr-;mklyn 11:;\:5 b3s two major 11ab111t1c5 as being “headstrbng"
1 and "a bit on.the obsessive side” One gets ‘the impression that:
i this man_ holds Yather strong views but has nu good way-.of expressing .
them in h15 present profession. .The apparent: zmger ‘he has for the .
. position that the ehurch rakes on these views “inévitably leads.
| - Franklyp-into conflict with those in -power. Tt Would appear ‘that
Franklyn attempts to find more passive- aggress:we Ways..to tést the
lelES of t'he church leadlng Tto the oplrnon by same. that he ShOWS i

in hxs home ‘and’ when his fellow pnests show these Charactﬁrlstlcs)
he tends to stay zway from them as wuch as puss,lble

SRR TS

. One _pets the varesuon ‘that L)us man is’ in almost constant
conflict about his sexuslity. . On-the one Nand Franklyn. knows-of
-his_orientation and ¥s driven to express it, yer he Jnows. the.
~risks invélved so is often left.to choose pot to express it. - He
"wants to yemain a priest very smuch ‘and has -already decided he

will not do anything to obviously Jeopardlze his vocation. Ox S
the -othex hamd, his distaste for the chuich' S positien on
homosexvality is evident and-he is not above” passurely aggressing
against the powers within the church to make.his point. The Tesult
of this is fox Franklyn to view himself a 'priést without a home”
and an individval that the thurch really does not Jnow what to do
with in terms of.an assigmwwent. The fact that the church has had

1”__ o EUNHUENUAL C wmoos

e

CreeNi



N e e o o e T s e ——— e =

TS EIN

St ARV

SR L
S

= oA

T

4.

WA

Y e R A et A e, 8 = R el - R e T O Al o WP R L N - CE L N S N L

iy

NF

. - Awwrrn tem — mr amermmm A £ el LA m = .~ R N Ll ik P
PACHC SIS FUC Sp 4 e ANT SARICTITEN 21 PLRE SR

*Evaluation
‘Franklyn BeckeI : :
Page 9 . -

difficulty in.appropriately placing Franklyn may also serve to meec
some of his passive-aggressive needs. - In reviewing the history

it seems that Franklyn omay, set up situatlens' that allow him to
confront the establishment in the church without obv1ously
Jeopardlzlng his career’ as a priest.

PSYCROLOGICAL TEST RESULTS:,

The psycholopical testing was conducted under the direction
of Thomas -Zentner, Ph.D. The tests administered inclvde kthe ~
Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale, The Clinical ‘Analysis Questlonnajre,
-and the Minnesota Multiphasic Personallty Inventory The test

- resvlts are as IollowS' .

The results of the Yesting on the chhsler Adule Intelllgente
‘Scale would suggest that Franklyn Becker 1is. presently operating

© in the widdlé of the bright noymal rasige of intellectual funccioning.

Ris Vexbal-1.Q. was 121, Pexformance I.Q. 108, and his Full Scale
1.Q. was determined +to be 116. The. dlfference between: the verbal
and performance section zpproaches 51gn1f1cance but does not appear
to be organically based.” Review of the subtest scores suggest -
pursuit of intellectuval and cognitive activities as. an adult and

"accounts fox the skewing upward of the verba)l skills. . This interest

in the moxe intellectual side of things 3is wost clearly seen by -

- examining the Information and Vocabulary subtest scores which are

the two hlghest scoxes in the entire test. The subtest scores in .
the various subtestg were as follows: .

Informdtlon 17 Digit Symbol. 8
Cowprehension 14 . " Picrure Completion 10
TAxithmetic, 3L . Bleotk Design G210
Similaxities 12 * . Picture Arrangement 38
Digit Span 10° . Object- Assembly - 11
V0cabulary is . ) s ’

rnnklyn_lee tgﬂ,_‘__ 5
G5, SVEEETEY "L"&n %‘geggm SUSINSER G,
PR FATe3 i 2

iéd' .'f f‘;;&f“’ ?ggg

what one Wight' otﬁerwrse expect - His store in.the" D131: $ymbol
. subtest suggest sowe dnfflculty in concentration and transferring™’

perceptual material to .the written mode.' The score in. the Plcture‘;‘ “'i
Arrangement subtest suggests some dlfflculty in. sequential nom-verbal
thinking. This resvlt would support the notion that Franklyn has -

. ‘some difficulty in understanalng how events might be linked together
- and the conseqnences certaln actlons mlght have. -

Although thls man was 5omewhat anxious- during the evaluatlon
This teésting is seen as a reasopably accurate assessuent of his.
present Jevel of functioning. There were no -physical or behavioral

: factozs Toted that nlght have s1gn1f1cant1y affected his performance.

E@NHEBEEQHAL S awmoos
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- . .fle was mildly self-favorable and minikizing of psychological
' problems in responding to the MMPI.  The profile appears valid.

His pattern suggests episodes of lxost111ty and resentment for
which he lacks easy and. effective means. of expression. He wguld
overreact to threars to his security and he' could become preoccupied
about mingr dangexs. and difficvlties. He wovld be quick to feel
poorly treated and .unfaixly dealt with., At .such times he wovld . -
be qnire slow to forgive and forget. A few patients with similax
but ‘mbre disrurbed profiles have shown a varlety of paranoid
défenses includin-projections, jealousies, evasiveness, and a
circuwmstangial streamrof. thought when-challengeéd: On the-other
. "hadd, his item responses would not sugpgest any disrvption of his
i * thought .processes as of the time of -testing. ~In related cases, .
"1 i difficulries with drugs and alcohol ¢often aggxavated these problems.

A few of these patients showed wmore clinical illness than their .
- profile elevations suggested; they appeared to.have provoked . . )
unheavals and disturbances. aroimd themselves as a.way to externalize
- .. and to avoid their own subjective anguish. However, his current
level of organization of his imwediate Ffunctioning and practical
self-sufficiency tests as quite good- and-above avorage as Compared
with normal adult subjects ’

e

2

-

Ll
e

: _— His' profile SUggcsl‘.s active and energetlc pcrlods 1E not -

. hypomanic pressures. He is likely to be seen as buoyant anpd’

- eheerful.. . He could take on yultiple acrivities or commilments

- as 1f needing -te distract himself as well as to prove his

: "self-worth. He could be particularly conflicted around the
importance of taking advantage of all the opportunities that. he’

. does pet lest he lose out” on an important experienceé.'a He ‘€ould -

: i . be stubborn about ‘doing things his own way as 'if derna.ndlng Validation
: ) thdt bhis way is “the right way.» Talkacive, expansue; optimistic,-

! g and euphoric when things are going well for him, he &s apt 1o | - .

' become abruptly.emotional when under pressure. - Transiently 1rr1tab1e
and demand.mg when c'rossed personal setbac,ks could unsettle his

N
RREBRL T

!
J

.oy

A 5 o 3 A - i 1N 3 £46 : >
threats, huwawer ?1& would appear calm andg peageful if not tlghtly
’ Controlled .

, T
>

.- He_tests as unevenly tolexating frmstrations and as- oc'ca'sionall)ﬁ
impulsive. Needs for attention and approval are likely.to conflict
. with his fears of being hurt and his underlyuxg ambivalences about :
emorional closeness and vulnerability. ‘This could focus specifically
én sexial behavior .and approach-avoidance conflicts arouud sexual - -
) -inveolvements.' That is; his-positive needs for sexuwal pratification

: would particularly conflict with bis insecuritiés around emotional °
4 _ - ‘closeness. Socially outgoeing, he ‘tests as prone to problems
i 3 * around his sexual impulsiveusess. The ego gratificatfons around his
: Ei sexual activities could have become over-emphasized, and thus they

.tould distert the giving and receiving of love. However, he would
. "be resentful of external controls and especially. of what he

o EDNTAL s
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would see as "meddling” by friends or family members. His responses
suggest homosexval ‘Telationship in- his sexua)l history. 1f pratifying
experiences have been mainly or entirely. homosexval, thls pattern
would be strongly resistive to change. His overall balance of
masculine and feminine interests appears markedly passive, verbal,
and esthetic. A disinterest in or rejection of culturally deflned
mascullne activities 15 sugpested. ‘

Havxng high prznc1p1es and 'standards, .his underlying moral
code apypears inflexible both- toward- himself and others. In a .
few cases this was tied to religious beliefs, political conV1ct10ns,
or other personal cavses and moral standards with an excessive
-rigidity. Past phases of active imvolvement in religious or
other organizatiéns would not be unusual. Employment, community
involvement, church act1v1tles, or related responsibilities may
Tepresent a positive compensation for the less than desired
emotional gratifications -im bis interpersonal relationships.
Be would have strong needs to be seen as normal, or at least
“as normal as everyone else’.’ His defenses agalnst being seen
as ''not normal” would include rationalizations and such, reaction
formatlons as, "It is not my anger; 1 want to be kind and at pcace”

In some cases this pattern has. been assocxated with a "left out
sibling” life role. During the childhoods of these parients,,
-siblings and other family members had been favored because of
phy51cal or various other handicaps. - Unreleased resentments and .
projections accumulated .around the child’s efforts to deal) with this
,and to explain his sense of feeling lefr out.- Often the farher
"had been absent from the home or. had been an obviously-weak figure
with whoa to identify. Frequently the patient as 3 child had béen.
particuldrly dewanding towaxrd the mother with a lack of substantial

emotional gratifications, Fixed-patterns of blame and’ targets of .-

unreleased resentments thus develeoped in these family 1ntcracthn5
Thus, they became wore generally semsitive to feelang left out

and to seeing others as favored over them. Despite these 1nterpersonal

problemS' past periocds .of effective. adjustment aie llkaly,,although
1d..ha: jatedll overxe@eted xe“ h1§ ;g;g;
: Lo .“h

.a: <R A.‘.'?_;:' l',,«

- & TG Y T BUE ~‘ziish bea - ﬁ» g:
have of*en benefltted fron’antl mapic, agents. While the calmlng
effects wexe often desirable, wWany patients reacted against such

medications, some in part- because of their fears of becoming

* “depressed and their .dislike of being ''drugged".: However,. the low -

elevation of his profile suggests that.such.medications may be

“indicated at times of stress and acute threat to his. .
. security; they would be indicated no more than marginally 1£ at

all as of the .time of the current testing. Although he did znot
repoxt an excessive use of alcohol, he tests as addiction pronme..
The tisk of increasing problems with alcohol, medications, or
related foxms of chronic chemical dependency. tests as serious.

His response to item 294 suggests asking if he has been in trouble
with the law. If currently involved, the stress of this could have
precipitated or aggravated his symptoms or othcrwise have led him

" to make profe551onal contact. His responses also suggest a careful

EP E[DEN”AL AMIL0D708
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. 52 review of his sexual history as to any repetitive pattern 1nv01v1ng
i ' (1) increasing sexual.tension, '(2) hasty or.ill-judged Sexual

i " encounters, and (3) subsequent struggles ovexr his seli- jUSlelCatanS
R ' that block out his neganve Sclf judgments.
I

I i . . Any fixed and. defendedj’prg’aject‘ions aof his anpger would predicrt |
T ) a relatively. graduval recovery.from the current episode. Prévious
emotional upheavals would be prognostically unfavorable, -even if = -
of 2 different nature from-his current-adjustment.-. The family -
: histories ar patients with similar but more disturbed profiles often
. N ' 5uggested genetic contr:\butloas, especially if there were histories.

: of major wmood swlngs 1n farnlly members.

v

S

Ay

L.

. The pattern suggests some puardedness’ and reluctanct-to open

up in psychothetapy, to expose himself psychologically,. and ‘to

risk his precarious pride. Projecting anger onto the therapist,
"~ he covld be sensitive to what he would pexceive to’'be “hostile
% inteTpretations” by the therapist, and he might even txy to provoke
= such interprerations as a way- of-testing the therapist. ~ Strong ~
. " needs to maintain control over himself could: heddp him toe sustain
' . his level of functionming. However, these. controls could also
(I S 1imit his freedom to explore his emotional feelings. The relatively
; : low level of expressed anxiety and depression would also tend to -
limit his involvement in treatment. Contacts with fanily members
and other informants could add considerable perspective to the -.
sitvational vanatmns of his behavn.or and the, related curxrent
stresses- .

" The treatment of patients with similar but more disturbed profiles
began with feality confrontatiens, including what the patient was
doing and what he was running dround ox away from facing. ., He could.\
) . benefit rom support when situations become threateping and :acutely
o ) disturbing to him. The facing and managing of family er 11)1.crpersonal
Ll : Yesentments -is apt’ to be central, even if he were slow or Youndabout
! : e in letting go of his denial. Intenlews ate likely. to. focus on,

helping him to tecognlze and verbalize the mnmedlate burt- -anger.

iy s.etpsenccs 111 t:hes\e ;u;tena,cunns. : 3
St : $6w

: 391}
: gET go BUE o cUntrofl The .
N chanpeling and dlrectmg of his’ encrglcs .and-needs for exca'r_ement T
P %] 7 . and stimulavion can be beneficial; vigorous physical activities
Do . were reported as a positive cowpensatiopm for many ‘patients with .
7 .similar prefiles. Ways in which he felt superior to his peers .
- a5 a child oxr now feels emotiagnally vnique and different comnlad:
lead to an e.xplorau.on or. his interpé&rsonal ambivalences. . A
.related .sense of Melitism” ox of having someliow superior values -
-and status may overprotect against negatlve judgments and threars --.-
to his self-esteem. * A more completeé ‘acceptance to the intensity
-and directions of his own angry. feelings could help hin to express
them more easily and comfortably. It should be re-emphasized that
the telarive normality of his profile is a favorable prognostlc
sign. ..

L e




[NV RN

i S

BGP I Y S R e L S X2 2 S e

AR PETSE

A

v

‘Evaluation

» Franklyn Becker

Page 13

RECOMMENDAT IONS:

The results of the medical evaluation suggest a consultation -
with a nutritionist concexning a change in diet to.reduce weight’
and redvce a wildly-.elevated serum cholesterol level. "It is also
‘recommended that serum cholesterol level testing be repeated
in” three to’'six months.  Furthermore, a urnialysis.shonld be
repedted at a -later date as well as hemoglobm and hematocnt
testing as well}.

The results of the: spirituval evaluation sugpgest that a
falrh/nln).stry suppoT group would be helpful ds well as regular
contact ¥ith a splrltual d1rector._~_

There were no recommendatlons as a rcsult ‘of the alcohol and
.drug -abuse evaluation, .
The résults of the psychological/psychiatric ‘evaluation
"indicates. that Father Becker's homosexuality is a deeply ingrained.
sexua) orientation that is not ameanable to change. - It further
_suggests that .there is a high likelihood that he will continue
to act out. sexvally, especially with adolescent males if given
the opportunity. This type of sexual orientarion and activity

is not open to change through psychotherapy, the vse 6f med).catlon,
etc.’ -

Furthermore, the evaluation suggests that Father Becker ]1as
a frequent need to take an oppositional stand to muthority figures,
traditional points of view; and what he has labeled 3s “‘hypocrisy!.
As a resuvlt.he frequently behaves in 3 passive-aggressive .manner.

This passive-aggressive .stance toward avthority along. with his -
homesexval acting-out are what accoonts for puch_ o£ his so called "

.

"imprudent actions’ and errors of judgment. Seme’ 1mpu151veness '_

on Father Beckex's part has also beem.noted by the festing -and. - o
by Father Becker ha.mself ) : . . N

such an assig-nment tou‘ld be located in Hllwaukee is open to guestion.
Certalnly there would be an ‘added recomméndation that’ such an
"assignment be. away from’ male minoxr children since the poss1b111t.y
- of sexual actlng out with' such c}uldren is filgh-A

Father Bec)cer hmself ‘is in some quanﬂry over what type of

-assignment and setting would best meet his needs and allow "him to

express his ministry. Some: p,sythotherapy to help him sort out-these
decisions and conflicts would be in order right now, Graham  and
Friedman, clinical psychologists in the Rilwavkee area, wolld be

- recom‘uended in this regard. However, it should be ernph351zed that.

psychotherapy will not prevent further sexual acting-out on.the

part _of Father Becker or continued passive-aggressivé actions toward
authority figures. .- Yt may however help him to find'a way to .
express his ministry .while meeting his other needs at the same time.
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On the part of the evalvation team I would like tb take this
opportunity to thank you for allowing us to be of service ‘to

. Father Becker and the Archdidcese of Milwaukee.

Ahthony il ette, Ph.D. .
Coordinatox ] T

ACG/sm

- -
N "
- L4
) <.
3
- ~ v
- i

A vy o~

b o~
CViZ

CONFIDENTIAL

S,

G ol S PRI




lr \‘-— -
rfesems

e iy

KNGS

‘¢
A

MGHLALY

R

CONFIDENT__IAL

Ao !_JT‘_,.-ul.. L Ak

100 Yellrvae Aprmnce

17cll:rmary 12, 1996 S Lovis, MO 63137 .
T15-647-0070
. . 114 -£47-3688 fax
Elizabeth Piasecks, Pb.D. .
Axchbishop Cousins Center-

3501 So. Lake Drive
P. 0. Box 07912 - _
Mibwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912

Dear Dr. Pasecki: -

. Yam writing to provide you with the.xcsolts of a comprehensive assessent performed with Rev!

Tranklyn Becker 2t the St. Lonis Consulstion Cester dusing the week of February 5-8, 1996.

_Information contained m this correspondence 35 bemng released m sccordamce with statutory

roquxmments ngaxdmg conﬁdmhahly and xoay .ot be re-released without the cxprcss copsent of
Fr. Becker, We recommend that these materials be destroyed afler vse and not be made pat of a
permanent regord; they will be kept on file at the Cw_usuha_ucm Centes for a period of frve years,

The evaloation consists of 2 series of interviews and a comprchensive psychological test battery.

" Durng the course of the cvaluatzon, Fr. Becker was scen Dy myself for the psychological

.evaloation, by Me. Michael Pollard, LCSW, for the psychosacial history; zad by Rév. Diswas

Bonner, OFM, for (be spiritoabity summary. Copies of each of the assessment documents are
enclosed. )

On Thmsday, l'cbrnxry 8 1996 3 fcedbaak oonfen:ucc was conducted at wh}ch the resalts of the

e %@‘%ﬁa

R YT

ARG fﬁu‘.ﬁ‘v ,!"'fmw'

A

oL . ‘r :
As you know, Franklyst was xefmcd for evahiation m an effort o, dutc-nmne lns cawvent Hatos apd
- needs as well as kds apprmpmtcness for txeatment. Franktyn coopmtod with zll that was asked of

him dwing the course of the assessment. - This procedure mchided a réview of a previous
assessment performed by Psychological Associates in Wansau, W)sconmu, i6.1983. The c.nclosed
reports discoss, oux concexus in Frmk}yn sregard m detail

A rcvic'w of Frzn.ldyn‘s senal lostory was undertaken. Franklyn adoutted that he began sexual

_ -exploxation s a child, bemng fuvolved with 2 nesghbor gl and finding himself arcused when he

AMILO00742
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:“ ] p]:;yed strp poker wilk his older brother and his fiends. Fraoklyn weot on 1o describe a varety
:j—' . of sl experiences as an adul ndicating that he cams to realize while n seminary that he was

homosanal He denied attractions to pre-pubescent chiidren but adwmitted that he *oight be an

' ephebophile’ He described his nteractions with minors 1o be patexnal in futent and adritted that

. he fcht strong needs for affection, veeds which surfaced m these Telationships.  Franklyn als -

admitted 2 momber of sexoml interactions with addhs. Throvghout the disenssion of these

incidents, Franklyn copsistently denied ary Ttént Lo perform sexual acts. Ju fact, he mdicated that

" be bas always been faithfel to his cebibate commitment, despite a Jengthy history of sexual

¥« . allegalions 4od despite his own admission of being nvolved with sthers sexnally’ When asked

about this apparent contradiction, he indicated that s commibment lo celibacy yvas mtact becauge
he ha.s never had mtexcourse with auother person.

g T

g ST

Y

. Franklyn's enr]y’hislory isAxife. with listarbance, ¥ fatber died when Franklyn wag young, aad
Yos motber reportedly engaged i a varety of promiscoous Haisovs wilh méa in the town n which
they fived. Theée events impacted Frauklyn profoundly, znd he experienced senous feeltmgs of
¢_\:;l . loss around his-father’s death znd stoltifying shame about his wother’s behavior. His own early

T experience of hioself was that he was gifted, and he essentially began parenting hiroself at an early

age. The sigmficance of these zardy vvents, which ‘are descobed in more detad m the enclosed

psychosocial history, 1s seen i the ways In widch Franklyn construes sexual episodes fo his hife

now. Rather than ackoowledging ks own vulpessbilities, Franklyn appears 1o bave developed a

] view of the wor]d that is highly pusonalized and irﬁowucmﬁc. In hiswoﬂd, hehas been a ﬁdthﬁJJ

4 - L denaly at vagiamcé with ' what other people report. Rt js Hkely that he belicyes what he says mmuch
7. . of the time, althowgh at tiines he may be simply ;mmpulauug others for bis own porposes, albest L
Zy - jn a rathex prioitive fashion. . .

, S ]t. is nolcmnhy that the basic ways w]m:h Franklyn xclates to the world are not dve to the
o1 presence of any psychotic process. It is rather the result of arrested development in the fomation
. “of bis personality stexmiting, fiom bis early childhood. In essence, Franklyn has replicated in his
. adolt Ffc the sarvival decisions of his youth, maintaining the naive and fmcifil potions that his
giftedness, mtelbgence, and specialness shield hina from more muindane and potcutally -

p
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el

threatening features of his life, prominent among which are his sexual smvmg,s. .

[
&

- Becavse of the these features, Franklyn suffexs from a secorrent sexwal control disorder. An
elaborate syster of defenses with elements of denial, rationahization, externalization of blame, and
sominzation prevent him from taliag more personal responsibility for his sexval behavior ox even
identifymg the extent of sexoal prmésme’s jn Yus Bife. THs denial often leads ham to be asloumdingly
natve about the exact mahure of lis bebavior. He is mistrustfol of his own feclings in geveral and

* his sexual strivings In particalar; he is 2Jso"mistoostfal of the ntentions of othess. In the sexval
incidents he did report, he claimed vot to kuow bow he“énded vp in bed with sther people,
soggesting vagoely that be had been seduced, as if he had no choice. He attubntes absolute
mmnocence Jo his own motivations with minors, not tven allowinp for the possibibty. that his
behavior pight create the- zppearance of mlpropncty It is noteworfhy that Franklyn is not
exchusively pedophiliac or ephebopinlize; the rauge of his object choice sprms males from the
pre-pobescent to the adul, with -2 probable preference for those their xmd-teens. Younger

, cllﬂdrcu, however, serve as more valerable targets, )

1t is also of note that Franklyn is possessed of a number oi'sncngths. In the context of difficutties -
discussed in the wmclosed rcpons, he does have a measure of ego strength; in addition, bis
_ateJligemee is soand and be'js mpab]a of insight. He is pot predatory in the semse that he
coptmwally scans for sexual opportumities; as he gets close to those to whom he is attractcd,
however, he is distmelly valnerable to acting ovt. This patfem is lkely to mvolve ipjﬁall
xmons of zifccbon, mcxcasmg s&tf(hsdosurc, and cscal:mng physxcﬂ conladl h thxs_ :
Se2hal : i i ;

W

A

yeo
AT
Tk

iy

sy

o Toutm the context ofz rchhonsh:p may bc ore acadx:xmc than pracbca], it does attest to thc role
_' Sgnorance and vneonscions motivation play in the istory of Franklyn's dxﬂicu}uc&

In the absence o[imervimb'.on it is likely (hat pattems, of problematic s&mal acting out will recar.

2! If trcatoent i3 considered, 1t s best ymdertakes at a long-term yesidabial ficibty spenahzmgm the
- treatment of sexua] disoxders. Isitially, 1 will be fmportant to-cenfront Franklyn with the exact
' vatore of lis past behavior to assist him id viswing thess lcidmts more objectively. This is hkely
1o be painfol work for Franklyn, who ¢ prose to fear md defenstvencss i this zrea.  Franklyn's
g tendexcy to msconstroe or prevaricate wall also nm_('l tobﬁconﬁnm-pclin ﬂnspmomAs '

Nl
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: Rev_ Franklyn Becker

- Evahation Report/Page Four
Febrnary 12, 1996
g} ; _ - trestmest wnfolds, it will be moportant 1o provide support as Franklyn learns aktemative séaial
1, . slkills to address his emotional needs, his fears, his hostihity, and Jis 2bihity to identify appropriate
= outlets for both his hostility and his needs for affection. These are Jong-term tasks which require
: | considerable intensity for a man of Franklyn’s age and Jevel ofhabltu-mon to his zocus(omed style

' ofthm.long and behavior. -

Also of nole m ﬁic consddmﬁon for trcatmoent 3s Franklyn's motivation. . He is clearly eqoivocal

about ths prospeat of weatment.. He indicated durmg the feedback séssion that he would do
- whatever was requested of him; as the dsevssion Decame wore specxﬁc, however, he began

sétting conditions because of his coryent Evmg stuztion with his zoother. 'While this is an obvious

_concemn, it was nolzvioﬂﬁy 1hat Franklyn set his conditions i characteristically absolntistic ways:
- he woold not even cossides modifyiog his current hfestyle, despite the high stakes fuvolved with
= ' xespect to ks ability to contimue his ministry. This decision, to the extent that 3t is m fact a free
decision, is excblematic of how he deals with himse. He is Joathe to Jeave his motbe{', despite the
- fact that he harbors Jongstanding, conflicted, :md hostile feelngs {oward her, and despite the fact -
M . that his bed mterest js at stake. Ho is generally wmaware of the choices available to bim and
< conceives the jssue in a black and white manner, ignoriag the complexity of factors iuvolved.
Rather {han ugng kus talenss md mielligence on his own behal be is characteristically cotting
bimscl off from 2 mature solution to what is admittedly a diffionlt problem. This is generally how
he has sesponded to many challenges i his life. His contimyng rwst:moc to treatment bodes
poorly for ultimate resohution of his sexual difficolties.

;‘-‘.3’ AT .'
lht'ﬂ. X ’)‘1‘/ 3 '11’: 152, T

St wos] Mmmgym Ié}xpu(ﬂ.
Sincexely, .
A ;M{L“ | .
5 © ProlM Middew PhD, - - e
&l - . Clincal Director ‘
o PMM:sk
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Tsychological Evaluation

;S\ijcd‘sNamc: Rev. Franklyn Becker
Dates of Testing:  Febmacy 5 - 8, 1996

.. Instnoments Admimistesed:

Chinical Toterview; Shipley Institote of Living Scale; Edwards Personal Preference Schedule;
Mimesota Multiphasic Personality lnventory, Revised (MMPE2); Millon Chnical Multiaxdal

Yaveatory, Revised (MCMI-IX); Rorschach Jokblot Techniqoe.

“Tntroduction: |

Fr. Franklyn -BeckuAis a fifty-eight year-old wiite male docesan pricst from the Archdjocese of
Mihwakee who was referred for the present. assesonent becauss of concerns abont has:history of
sexoal bohavior with miors. Documentation accompzanying this referral suggested that Franklyn
has a Jengthy bistory of soch incidents spannmp a penod of tweaty years. He demied frank sexual
favolvement with minor childres; he did acknowiedgc cpisodic sexua) contact with adults.

With Icfacnoe to his sexual history, Franklyn reported that he was "the best htile boy in the
world” as a-child .and that he never miended throughout his fife to have scx with anyone, He
reported some punor sex play as a child with a neighbor girl He also reported playimg strip poker

‘with lds older brother, an activity whick he found soxually arowsing. Framidyn adromtied to a

homosexual onentation. He acknowledged a mumber of attractions over the years, beginning fu
bis semmary days Ho reported one meident of rape by a dionken prest i 1969. He also

_2dmwitted being seduced by sevexal other adult men. “He mdicated that his drvolvement with

teenagers was patemal and that be would manifest Sgps of affection to them at Gmes. He showed

* ittle’ awareness of the possble impact of his specific. b»:hmor m t]:usrcgzrd. Franklyn demied.

somal fanlasies of dﬁlﬂrm

A previous assessinent paformed 1983 by Psycgbologica] Assodiates was reviewed in the

conrse of thas asscssment. That xepoct imcloded a” diagnosis of Pedophilia, a.hboﬁgh Franklya *

congsiently denied soch mvolveroent.. He did admit that he may be mm ephebophille. He
mmimized his physical contact with miners, despite the fact that allegations have persisted over

the years and that e was on linmfed ministry as a resalt of those charges. As will be noted Jater jn -

his xepart, if is likely that Franklyn's awareness of the nature mnd rmpact of his seomal activity is
markedly croomsernbed This sexmal history, however, s not suggwlm: of focated Pcdophﬂaa $0-

" xonch as i is of polymarphous homosexuality.
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Psychological Evaluation/Page Two -
February 12, 1996

Tt is also noléwmﬂry that H@'s own appreciation. of his- ife contsins some significant

mcongstendes. On both the wiitten matedal Jie prepared for this evalation, as well as in direct

* interview, he chimed that he had been celibate all of his life, despite the fact that he later

acknowledged a sexnal suvolvement. When pressed aboui this) be mdacated that the veference to
his mwaintenamee of celibacy meant that he had never had miercowrse with anyone.  This 3s a -

. peculiar resparsc in the Bght of his history; however, it appears ewblematic of a more basic issue

n Franklyn's bfe arowsd teling the truth,-as will be noted Jater m this xeport.

- Cognitive Fanctipning;

The Shipley Institute of Living Secale is a cognitive s.cxccm'ng device designed to 'prcviae an
estitnate of overall jotellectnal ability as'well as zn index of possible Smparment of sutcllective

_ function secondary to organicity or to nenrcpsychological impaimment. According to these data,

Franklyn is corrently fimctioning in -the High Averape rmge of micligence. There was some
dinmution of his cogmtive ability, probably secondary to amprety éxpm'cnwd on this asseszment.
1t is noteworthy that these resolts are lowes than that obtame? m a more extensive intellectnal test
battery given ru 1983, However, these differences are bikely to be attributable 10 mcreasiog age
and avxiety. ) '

Personality Flmdionix;g:

The Bdward's Personal Preference Schedule is a forced-choice imstrument dessgned to clicit those
preferences which govenn a person's day-to-day pattezns of responding. Accor;ﬁng to these data,
Franklyn's highest-feit needs revolve around Nuctorance, Change,” Affiliation, Ackievement, and
Succorznce. These data saggest that Franklyn tends to bé preocenpied with jssaes of care and
aftention. He descabes himself as 2 person who is willng to accoxd mirterance, synopathry, care,
and compassion 1o others; he also describes himsel as a pexson who Jongs for these things in
return, ovea thouph his possibilifies for fulfilinent of such needs are hnvited, It is Bkely that
Frauklyn's needs for affertion obscurc his view of what transpires i relationships when he
expenences warmth, and impact s behavior in ways over which he $ias only nomsaa) awarencss.
The high change score soggests-that Franklyn values engiping m new and different behaviors,
The high affifation, score suggests that ke places a vexy high valee on his bonds to larger social
groups of which he is a part and yoay sec himself as 2 very loyal person. Finally, the high
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Rev. Frznﬂyn Becker
Psychological Evaination/Page Three
Tebmary 17, 1996 )

_achievezoent score sugpests (hat Frankiyn is the type of person who Bkes to take on challangiog -

tasks and whe places a vexy high vale on the completion of doties, It is noteworthy that the
consistency score on this mstrument was lower tham is desmable, suggestmp some lack of
awarencss on Framkiyn's part regardmg 1he actual natare of his preferential style.

The MMPX-2 profile produced by this subject was vahd,

The MMPI-2 chmical profile itself was withm normoal hmats. However, these data suggest that
Frankiyn is fikely to exhibit certain personality features which make him resct malbadaptively vader
conditions of styess. Such features mevde chropic dissatisfaction with Jife, emotiopal immatudty,
feelings of inadequacy, and a tendency toward low self~contro). Persong with somilar but morxe
elevated profiles are genevally prome to actwg out and experience significant frastration with

' theraselves and their own accowplishments.  Franklyr may cxhubit Bttle yespect for “societal

Standards and ey oftem fmd hinself so confhet with thern. He has the ability to weate a posiive
first mopression but he is prone to mawpulating others. Beueath a public selfpresentation of
competence, Frankiyn 1s bkely to be introverted, sclf conscious, and passive-dependent.

Subscale mnalysis soggests that Franklyn's ego strength is within the normal range, predicting
satisfactory copimg m wost day-to-day situations. It js noteworthy that he obtamed significaut
elevations on the Repression sobscale, suggestng that the extent to which he has submerged
mmccq;mblc mpulscs is high  He also obtamed an elevated scoge on the Naivete subscale,

- sopgesting that Franklyn's cxpcdauons around people may be meonsistent with his. mtelligence
o ud fevid of edneation. - -

'I]:e MCME profile produced by this sub_)ed was vahd, ahhough Tamk]yns response style
reflects a well etablished need for social appmvﬂ and/oy a general navete abont psydmlongl
matters.

The MCMII cheucal pr.uﬁl‘cﬁ)cum on those endunng p:rsomﬁ.ty characlenstics which wmdedie
whitever difficulfies 2 person rozy be baving, This chuical profile snggests that Franklyn teads to .
dampen his exnptions and desires to reduce his zodeties and mistrast of others, featores of his

.+ experience which are pervasive in lis Bfe. Hig behavior may be typified by shyness, discomfort,

and awkwardness i social siteations. This may stem in part fromw 2 tendency 10 think poorly of
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Febroary 12, 1956

himself mnd his abiiies. His social awkwardness may also yeflect a Jongerstanding effort to keep
people at a distance. Being cmotionally sensitive and easily upset, he may have Jeamed that he
will experience dilBicalties with others, and he may espeaially anticipate frequent rejection.  For
these reasons, he may reain hesitant about bemg sociable and extendmp himself to othexs. This
appears o be problem that spreads from one setimg to another. Past desires for tloseness and
affection xoay now be selfprotectively denied. Easily hurt by oiticism of others, Franklyn. may

. avoid socia) encovnters 2nd give M guickly to the wishes of those who act more assertively.
© Havieg few relationslyps, he may pursue his activitics estirely alone.  He may persistently be

concemed with sociz) rebuff and contioue to mnticipate rejeddion. There is a tendency, thexefore,
10 become 1solated from everyday relationships, with mmuch time spent m daydreaming rather than
bemg mvolved with people.

These data further soggest that Fraukhm's self-image appears to de one of bemg weak
wnmasoufine; and meffective, althovgh he may not readity 2dmit these perceptions. 1t is also hkely

. that he will view ordinary respensbilities and stresses as.excessively demanding Moodess

charactenized by feadfiness and adety ay also ocenr with sowe frequency. In addition, he is

Yikely to report fatigue, a low level of energy, and persistent pedods of woderate amaety and -

depression. Not particnlarly trustfil of others noy inclined to take the fnitative about things,
Franklyn is not likely to go out of his way to report emotional problems. Alhongh he is not
mdifferent to signs of distress and dislsionment,” bis charsctenstic social hesjtation and

fearfuiness xoay result in delays in voicng complants. ks mood dishayroony roay well be idden

and reported mostly by others rathex than by himself The establishrocnt of 2 sease of safety and

rapporl will be 2 challenping but necessary part of treatinent efforts

The Rorschach data swgpest that Franklyn is a xan of some constitotiopal strength. Fhs
psychological controls tend to be stunilar to those of most people; that is, he is not Kkely to act
mopulstvely valess stress is ounsvally prolonged or severe, Most of his decisions are likely to be
the zesult of defiberation on his part. This does not mean that such dedisions will be ada.'_pt'rva
These data forther sngpests that the fmpact of Franklyn's emotions are nconsigtent i bow they
mffuence bis thinking, problem solving, and desision-making bebaviors. He is-vnluerable to being
ovedy jnfluenced by emotions when they become intense nd can easily get cargied away. These
data sopgest that he 30 considerable distress at present, Jargely becanse of a tendency on his part
to hold m feelings he would rather express opealy. 'When it comes 1o expressig bis feefngs,
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Rev. Franklyn Becker
Psycholopeal Evalvation/Page Five
February 12, 1996

Frankjyn tends to be significantly more over-controlled than most people. This fmding suggests a _
marked fearfulness on his part of bewg imvolved jn Intense affective dsplays. Fioally, these data
suggest that Franklyn 35 often confused by exsotion and that he mzy feel positive and negative
feelmgs In response to 2 given situatio. Xt way be bard for ki to bring closuxe {0 emotional -
sthuatinns. '

; At the core of (hese coprems is a map who lends not to'be very mtrospecirve and who appears to
S be less mvolved wilh self-awareness. As a xesult, Franklya's scff image is based ag mmch as on
how he would ke to see himself rather than wpon his actual experience. This finding soggests a
-Jack of matnsity and inchodes distorted notions of the seff These featurcs of Franklyn’s life. -appear
to have thear roots m Ms fanity of ongm, which was characterized by pxononnocd deﬁcns i

parental structores, as discussed ia the enclosed psyn:hosousl xeport.

Totexpersonally, Franklyn prefers a passive but not necessazily sobmissive role n his refationships
- with othas. He tends to avoid responsibility for decision making and is less likely than most
people 1o search for new solutions to problexes. In that he 1s a rather pegative person, these data
suggest that he is likely to exhibit passive-ageressive behavios. He tends to see hirnse! as a victim
of extemal factors, incloding his own semal oxientation, the doctnnes aud attitudes of the church,
and his dimmished reputation among the cdlexgy in the diocese. While he has typical needs for
closencss with others andhis possessed-of an average nterest ju being with them, he tends not to
anticipate positive mteractions aroong people muti:iely, Yargely becavse ofhis pe:rvas've xmstrost:

The Rorschach also screens for a mwobex of cogmuw: featmres wim:h mpact a pcrsons
adzptattonzl style. These data sopgest that Franklyn lacks 2 macked stylistie approach to pxoblcm
* solving or decision making, This Jack oiwnmstsncymakwb.rm volnerableto erxors m jodgment,
2nd he may bave 2 hard tiwe ardving at a firn decision. Tt oy also take i more time to come
=3 to decisions than noost peop:le. These data also saggest dgility in the ways m winch Franklyn
) " - thiuks about iwes and valnes in his life. It is likely to require considerable energy for him to
modxfy his charactexistic attitndes. He is possessed of m average: wiIEnguess to process the
complooty of new stiumbus fiedds and also has a yosxtwe motmrtmn to dea],wnh new mfoxmation
_cﬁ'bdwdy
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Rev_ Franklyn Becker
Psychological Evaluation/Page Six
Febroary 12, 1996

The qm.Jalily of his mformation proeessing is salisfaciory; his appma.dx 1o processing, however, is
Iikely to be iwegnlar at tuves. “Two featmes which play a prominent role m the difficulties
experienced by 1hds man are his tendency to translate his experence m highly-personalized texrms
and his tendescy to rely excessively npon fantasy zs a defense. His idiosyncratic approach to
mterpreting his experience may Jead othexs to see him as ont of step With his exviromment, or even
as eccentric or deviant. Yhs tendency 1o rely on fantasy as a way of dealing with the woxld

- --markedly diminishes his ablty 1o face the extent of actual problers ia his e Jt also fostexs a

self-imposed sense of helplessness because of the unp]:cxt assnoption that extermal forces will
yemediale Jos personal difficolics

‘Conchision:

" Fr. -Pmn]dyn.Bccker is a fifty-eight year-old white maje Catholic priest who is cumrently

experiencing distress.  Available data supgests that Franklyn is a naive, frightened man, who
shows Jittle Ingight into his own psychological and emotional fimctioning, despite his high Jevel of
mtelligence. His misconception of himself is well fixed and will hikely be difficoht to change. If
treatment is considered, consideration should be given to the safety of a facility; 2 residential |

* facility would be nsefil 1 this regard.  Treatment would best psoceed with mitial confromtations

about the objective patize of Franklyn's bebavior with othexs, especially with minor children.
These cforts will bz significant with yespect to Fraoklyn’s abifity to develop a more realistic
appreciation of the fuspact of his behavior on others. Work.in the area of developing Franklyn's

".capacity for emspathy will also be sigmificant. As hc moreases in snch awareness, he will also

requirc base sodial skifls training, sncfoding ways to, handle his emotions; the development of

. basic commuweitation skills, and ncreased awareness of his actoal versas fmtaszed needs as an

adult male. Siwply put, Franktyn does not recogaize his behavior for what it is. He denies thie
role ofpowéx and the role of his own sexual stavings inhis mteractions with those to whom he is

" drawn or ethermuse attracted. He tends fo see himself as viclimzed by the actions of others and

takes little responsibility for his own scxpal health. Fhis misinust of himself and his own exoiional
life plays into this. He odibits a tendency to be mampulatrve and is prone to. prevaricatior; part
of this seems to degve from the primitive denial evidenced by this man, who has diffculty -
talexating the truth abort how he i fact fanctions. He cleady prefers to see himse)f as a gifled

+ and special person who has been faithfol to.his promises, despite Jus record.  Given the current

state of affairs, Fraoklyn rematus valnerable to actieg ovt In the futnre, especmlly as he beeomes
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Rev. Frankdyn Becker
Psychological Evatustion/Page Seven
February 12,1996 -

close 1o others.m relationship.
Another major jssue 5o consideration of the disposition for treatment is the issve of Framklyn's

motivation. B8 cwrent level of dental leads him to be more satished with hanself than
Grcometances warrant, and 1t may be riecessary to brimg cxiemzlprm to be.arto asmsthm m

. nczeasog his vael of motivation.

Respectfully sobroitted,

Paul M. Midden, PHD.,
Climical Director
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DATE:  -July 19, 1996

TO: Aschbishop Rembert Weakland

’ Bishop Richard Sklba
Reverend Casrol Stravb

FROM: Lz Piasecks, PsyD.

RE: REVEREND FRANKLYN BECKER
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

On Toly 17, 1996, ¥ had an extended conversalion with Dr. Marlene Trachsel, the
psychologist who is treating Father Becker. Sbe had requested that T call her
" regarding Father Becker and the allegations against him. We bave a writlen
—T ’ : K " ye)ease from Father Becker 1o share fhis information.

Doring the course of that conversation, Dr. Trachsel articulated (he following
concerns:

). TFather Becker is fixated on the most recent allegation, that js, the
calls to me from the individual that 1 have not identified because
ibat indivydual fears reprisal from Father Becker agaiost his eldedy
parents who sill live in the Molwaukee avea. 1, again, refused lo
disclose that mdivichral*s name or other Wentifyiog information, and
Dr. Trachsel accepted hat, notng Father Becker has reported so |
many sexval incidents that, Lhere is plenty of material to ‘work on in

. - thezapy. Father Becker bas given Jis written permission 10 share

2 ' . the Jog items, on prior conceras from the past:with Dr. Trachsel,

; and 1 have sent thesn to her at her request.

I\‘g;?_—. e

. 3,.:.3; e

[ S ‘ .. 2. Tather Becker, now (again), identifies himeedf as-a pedophile and
s ; . " asked Dr. Trachsel to sign a stalement to that effect so that he

’ : . could collect on a private disabitity pobicy which he holds. She
refused to do so although she agrees essentially that he ts one,

‘ . . * . Dr. Trachsel fears thal Father Becker may be capable of, if not .
' T already engagimg im, phy$ical abuse of bis eldesly mother. He has
: -+ reporied Lo her ope incident of hitting his mothe: with a slipper,
recently. Dr. Trachsel bad recommended to Father Becker that he
" wosk at the pansh office in arder to get away from his mother. I
told her that was not permissible and out of the question.

~
(V3]
h
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Framidin Becker

July 19, 1996

Father Becker is in confiict with some adolescent boys who Jive
next door, and she wondess if there hasn’t been some kind of prior
advances which have contributed to the present aggression against
him by these boys.

She believes Fatber Becker may be in possession of child
poruography i his home.

Dr, Trachsel reported that Father Becker isin a Iod of fear over
oing ta prison becavse of bis “past” bebavior. 1 questioped
whether there may be some involvement, of which we are vnaware,
: which is still under the criminal statvte, She said she would not be
surprised, but krows of no specifics of that at this time.

Falher Becker yomains in much denial. He does discuss other
priests and their sexval onentation/behavior with hes and has
brought her letters and material which were sent to the Mitwavkee
Sentinel by him, years ago.

There is no question in Dr. Trachsei’s mind that Father Becker
remains a risk 1o act oul. He continues to go on crbises which he
descuibes as cruises for elderly people. She questions whether they
bring their grandchildren. He hopes to “gain the respect” of the
Archbishop and the Archdiocese, again, but still is very poor at
taking responsibility for any of his past behaviors. Al the minimuom,
he bopes Lo “get o retitement.” He verbalizes that he js a good

. priest who worked bard contrary to other’s reports of him.

Dr. Trachse} points oul that given his mother's age (90+), Father Becker is fkely
to be the responsibility of the Archdiocese for another 30 years,

. My question: Should we be considering encovraging the focus of therapy 16 shift
" to counseling him ovt of ihe priesthood and voluptary resighation, and asking Dr.
Trachsel to start working on that?
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Januacy 30, 1997

. Rev. Franklyn H. Becker
Box 40
Woodland, WI  $3099-0040-

- Deax ¥ranklyn,

X ‘mere).y wanted to confirm what we agreed to at &ar meeting
with the Archbishop on 1/29/97.° It seewed to be a profitable
mweeting. X was pleased to hear yom acknowledge tbat you do
ceflect on your actions and are beginning to realize and accept

_that each has consequences. K
The Avchbishop was clear in ‘pointing out that the insurapnce
| xlsk for youx conduct is totally an Archdiocesan responsibil—
ity. He ststed that the only time he would be willing to risk
was whén a pexson developed a certain amount of self knwiedg.e
together _wlith the ‘recognition tbhat smending one's ways wis
absolutely essential. .

It wag agreed upon thakt you conld continue to do help—out -’
ministry az in the past in the Rubicon area. Yoa are required
to continue to see Dr. Marlene Txachsel wveekly, as wall asa
Tepoxrt to Tom McGuine, your monitox, wonkhly. Yt is presumed
you wil) conklinve to make progress and when you begin to see
Your thexapist only once weekly, at that Fime you will also join
group™. You were encouraged to.develop a circle of matere

friends, people who are pot lonely or angry, who can give yon
appropriate feedback. . :

X hope you felt the meeting was as productive aas I dfd.
You cleared.away a lot of suspicion {4 your xelatfonship with

the diocese and the hrchbishop. Coatinue to make Progress ang
vwork on those homiljes. . :

Prayerfully,’

Tt et

_Reve.rend_ Caxrol c. Straub
Vicar for Clerqgy

CCs/sks
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