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OFFJfE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

May 27. 2003 

His Eminence Joseph C'ardinal Rarzingcr 
Congregation for the Doclrine oflhe Faith 
Piazza del S. Ufftzio 11 . 
00193 .Rome, naly 

Your Eminence: . 

-, 

. 
, , In acroJd with the nODUS of SaCTamenJOTJIm sl!fICiiJaru [Irlda, I tun submitting for 

yonrcQnsideratioD tbe ClSCof It priest ofthe Archdiocese: of Milwaukee. Reverend 
Frankl}'l\.Bec..P:r b;ls been accused of muJJl.ple acts of sexual abuse of minors.. The 
summat}' oftbesc allegations is enclosed. Father Beckt\" has admitted that a number of 
these acts of~~t occuned.. 

, . 
, OV~ ~ years. efforts were Illllde to provi~ spiritual and psycho~ogicaJ 

infet'tentioD$ that woul~ rebabi1.itat~ Father Becker. None oftl.lese effOrts have been -
successiUI as he n:of(ended a:fl.er C<Icla 1ntetvcntiOb. often while sbll in thex-apy. Father 
Becker was diago.os¢ as an impulsive') pedophile in t 983 . .At thpt time. it was thought 
that a non-parochi.aJ assignment might ~e possible. A furtber psychological assessment 
w:IS lmdctUlken in 1'996"after an additional accusation of past behavior ewe funvard. ln 
that evflluation il was advised that lhc'·potential fw fulnre reocCtlneOcc of past bel:lBvior 
existed Even wlnle in ongoing therapy. be was known 10 have obtained child, . 
pomogntphy. With our cu~ UDderstanding of1be ~ ofhia coOrutiol1, it;s clearthnl 
he,will never be ~Je to assume aoypublic miniGlry. 

. As we have reView~ tlle vario\l3 files, it is clear that he ~nslsrenily. '~used his 
Dffice ooth llf gaitra.cccss io-wlnetable boys and to- elicit ~ trust of tbeirparenm. Both 

-.in his paiochlaI assignments and in his temporary .6mctionmg as a cmisc cbaplain. be 
found oppOrtunities 10 abuse his office iD a flagrant and repetitive fashion;. 

The impact,on his various victims has been signific:ant. The. Archdiocese of 
Milwal1kce is paying ongoing therapy cosls: for se:v.eral 'oflhcm and bas done so for a 
nuro~ofycnf'$. Our new found awareness.ofthc severity of damage catised by sexual 
abUSG at ~e Mnds ofclctgy makes it impossible for us to ignore this situal'ioiL 
~ , 

.AMIL008H 

" ' 
3501 SOqtfa l:lk DriYc, P.O. Box 010912,. Mi1f,'a~ WI 53201,0912 
. ' I'IIoIcE l·lH176Q;-H97 • was mE: ~nUl.~· ., 
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His Eminence JOS8ph Cardinnl Ratzinger . 
Congregatinn ror the Doctrine of tho Faith 

pageZ .' 

On May 10, 2003, Yather 13ccker was auested for semal' assaull The aJ1eged . 
offense took place in CalifOrnia in the 1970's but. ~c be left the jurisdiction of the 
state, it rroJw an offeJ'lSC that can beprosetuted. He will be extradited "from WISCOnsin 

. to Califomin for trim. Tho pUbJic display thaI wiD DOW lake.pJacc in the criminallIial in 
CaJ.i:funUa. to-suypotbing oflhc civil suitS I.bat could arise thqe. mnkes the.polenlial for 
lrue scandal very real The media teJx>l1s on Ibis ~have already begun.. 

Given the nalure and frequency ~fthe alleged taJ.d admit~ scxuai abuse. wong 
with Ib~ serious abuse oC office,· I have pondered JOllg and liard 10 mivc al'an opinion . 
aboullhemost ilJ>Pl'Qp~ato llC.tion to be taken. In orocr that jusliCc may bo made maIlifest . 
and healing of the victims and tbe CbJlIch Jnay:proceed.. I am ailing that Rcv~d 
F1llilJdynW. Becker 00 dismissed ex officiO from. thJ< clerical state:.. Whalev.er financial 
needs be may hiIYc can be provided. for tt,?m a special fund we will set up !JD.Iit SlIcb time 
ashe is able fo c:haw from,1he pension fund. Sinco it is conceivable tludbe wiil be 
spendingsomc: tjme·inp!json, ho may be eligi'blefor1his pension bythe.time of his· . 

. release.. 
. .. 

. . If1he judgementoIYonr Eminence is thid t:hii case should· proceed to a dismissal 
by ~ of ymtr Congregation, I would cCdc to that judgement. FUrthennorc, ifit is . 

':Your judgement tbnt this case should proceed Ihroo[;h a canonical peoru proCcss.l humbly. 
request a dispensnOon from prescclptiOl} ~ weU as 11 S3.W1tion of any pxoceduril mors 
tbat DlIlY have occurred during the ycart> this case was undet" investigation. lbc s-cv~rity 
orllle oCfeuses is !:\lCh .~ it is my opinion that these reqUests are justified. 

1 took fcilWanJ, to your further instructi9J)S in this ~. . 

Shlcerely}'QUtS in Oltist. 
" . -rl~r~ l.~ 

. MostR.cverend innothy M. Dolan: 
~ . . Aichbisbop ofMilwaukeo . 
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NAME: Fnmldyo William Beclrer 
AGE: 65 . 
ADDRESS: 1735 Dayton Street Apt #3 

.Mayville. Wisconsin 53050 
ASSlGNMENT ffiSTORY: Presbyteral Orders - May 30. 1964-
. -Curn!e -HolyAssumptiooP:n-isb-(WestAilis, WI:) - Jo1yl.1964 -

Associate P-nstor - SL John de Neporouc Parish (Milwaukee}- Seplember 9, 1968 
·Associate Paslw - Holy Family Piaish (WbitcfislrBa.y. WI) - Febroaiy 25, 1972 
ASsocia~Pastor-SL WilliamParisb(Wnnkes~ WI)- Jtme 18,1974 _ 
Campus Minis~nhnl1 Univexsity(Wh«ling-Utndcston Thoccse)-Jan\l:lI)' 16, 1975 
Campus Minista - St. !.ollis UnivcmlY (ArcbdioccseofSt Loui$) - ~gust I, 1976 
Awaiting J\J;signment- Octob~ 3,1976 
Pennission-to IICCcpt assimuncnt in DioCese ofSlIJl Diego - May 27. 1977 

-.Associ2te Pastor. - SL I!rlgid Pariph (DjOC(SC of San Dicgo ) -IUIlC 24, 1977-
· Return 10 Milw;rukec- March 1979 _ . -
· Ass<x:iatcPaslor - St Mal-garctMKyP;uish.(Milwanm) - AlIgustJ • .1979 · 
_ Administrntot - StJosepllParisb (Lyons. WI}- July 1. L980 . 

Associate Pastor- SL Eugene Parish (Fox Point, WI) - August 12, 1980 
Associate Pastor - St. JohnParish (Soulb ·Mi1mUtkee. WI) - December 9, 1980 
Sick.Lcave-January25,1983 
Clinical Pastoral EducatiOll-'- St. Joseph Hospital (MilWlJukee)-Septeil:ibcr 1. 1983 
AwDiting Assignment - Januaxy 1. 1984-
Chaplain - West.Allis Mc;morialHospibIl (West ~s,. WI) - Nov!l'lllber 6,1984-

· Awaiting A!!si~ - October 1;1990 
UIWSigned widl restricted roinistty-~y 1. 1993 
Rostricled from all public ~slty-ApriJ 2002 

DECREES ISSUED: 
ApollO, 2002 - Precept issued with the following restrictions: -

J) TC? refhUn from all contact witb minors, vuJDerable adults, and other persons or . 
can::gorics- of petsons who have- proven (0 be occasion:> (>ftatiPlation in the area of seXlllll 
~~o/. . 
2) To Cease until further oolice all public ministrY, including~e celeb"tation ofBucliarist; . 
Eucharist may be ceJebmted in n ptivato setting alone or with only anolha pnesl-or 
priests in :ittemla:nco:; lbo ceJcbtation ·of any otha: ~ will require explicit 
pcnnission -of a·local onlinary·m eaeb case;" . _. _.. _ 
3) To avoid all places and situalioDS that, from past cxpori~ have been oo:asions of 
serious temptation in Ibe area of se.xual momlity; . 
4) To cease any and aU. activities and TeJntionshlps1hal may be d~Oed under the broad 
cafj:g(>SY of Jl3SWral C(l\l)lIf¢Iing; 

: 5) .~t11 fl)Ithe.r DOtice !he faculty-to hear confession is revoked. _ 

July ~ 2003 - Abo~ noted precept was reissnedas beU1g in Crrect for aD 
indefini~ period of time.. 

- .- AMlli008-13 
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INVESTIGATION PROCESS: " 
September 1 .. L995 a tbreo-person teaUl of psycb.ological and criminal exp~ was 
es~lished to explo.re 3llegations thai: h~ arisen. The accused wets infooned of his 
can,onical rights and signed a document on Nover;nber 15, 1995, attesting to the fil.ct: that 
he was informed of his rights and understood them. In the interviews with this " 
investigative team, the accused admitted not only some of the alleged incidents but also 
factually described and admitted to multiple others. These admissions were supported by 
various letters and entries in his personnel file. 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF ALLEGED DELICT(S): 

DAm OF ACCUSATION: February 1980 (Letter ofadnrlssion by Franklyn Becker) 
DAlE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): May 1979 
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY.' : !iSI>tt 
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICI1M:e 
Gl;':J:-Tl)ER OF AILEGED VICTIM" dl!. 
NATURE OF TIlE OFFENSE: 

KlND: Attempted rape; genital contact 
NUMBER: 1 
SURROUNDlNG EVENTS: Franklyn Becker served as associate pastor 

and was able to use his office to gain accesS 
to the alleged victim·s trust. 

DATE OF ACCUSATION: January 1. 1981 
DATE OF ALLEGED AcreS): Fa111980 
NAMES OF INJURBD PARTY: Unnamed. at this time 
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM::" 
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICflM: CIIIIit 
NATIJRE OF TIm OFFENSE: 

KIND: Improper touching 
"NUMBER; Two 
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franlclyn Becker served as associate pastor 

and was able to use his office to gain access 
to the alleged victim's trust; the parents who 
brought the allegation stated "that they had 
been pleased that a priest took an interest in 
then-son 

DATE OF ACCUSATION: August 17, 1982 (Reported by boy's priest uncle) 
DATE OF ALLEGED Acr(S): 1...t:9_821111M_ 
NAMES OFlNJUREDPARTYt!IISI_ 
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTJIo.-ie 
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICITM .... 
NATURE OF THE"OFFENSE: 

KIND: Unclear at this time 
NUMBER.: Unclear at this time 
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franklyn Becker was associate pastor at the 

" alleged victim's parish 

AMIL00814 
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DATE OF ACClJSAnON: Decelllbr;J" 1. 1982 
DAm OF ALLEGED Act(S); NCfV'cm~.1982 · 
NAMES OFlNJURED PARTY: 
PRESENT AGROF 4IUGEl> VIC::' 
P:6NDER. OF .AI.lEGBD VICI'lM: . 
NA'11JRE OF THE oFFENsE: 

IOND; UncJear at this time 
NUMBER; Unclear at Jhis limi . 
SURROUNDING I.!VEN1S= FJaIlldyn Deeker W3$ assoeiltlc< pastOJ" III the 

alJegI!d victim"s pmw; PlIl"cnts w* proud 
that their son:was t!ho$CI1 to teJ\'e as an altar 
boy on a CI.Uise where thl;it priest was going 
• to be tho chaplain ;md 50 they'gave 

. pennission 
DATE OF ACCUSATION; Decorober20. 1994' 
DATE OF ALLBGE,D ACf{S): 1970 
"NAM:BSOFlNJURBl> P.AR1Y:"""~ 
P~ENr AGR OF ALLEGED VICJ1M;_ 

. G£NDER. OF ALLEGED VlCf[M= .... 
NATURE OFTBE OFFENSE:' 

KIND; Genital contact; atteanpted tape 
NUMBER! 3 
sUrotOUNDING EVEN1"S: Franklyll Becket was associate pasmr at 1be 

alleged victim!s parlsh.and ~ alleged: 
victim ~ed as au altm" Ooy (ox-him 

DATE OF ACCUSATION: May 16, 2002 ' . . 
.DATE OF ALLEGED Acr(S); 1966-1967 . . 
NAMEs OFlN1OJ1lID p.AIqY:tiN ........ · 
r.RF.SERTAGE OF ALLEGEDVI~ 
GENDmtOF ALLEGED VlCT1M: . 

- NATI.J.I(ij OF'llIE OFFENSE: . ' 
KIND: UncIem' at this time 
N1JMBER: Unclear at thi$ timo 
8U.RROQNDiNG BVEN'I8: Ftanklyn Becker was associate pastor at the 

alleged-victim's Parish iID4 (he aIltged' . 
vicum ~ as 3I). altar boyforhim 

0" 

.......... ." . 
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., DATS OF ACCUSATION: J~ 17.1002 
. DAlE OF ALLEGED Al;l,{S): 1966-1969 
NAMES OF INJURED P ART{~ 

"PRESENT AGE OF AU.EGIID VICTJM!. 
GENDER OF ALLEGlID V1CllM:~ , 
NA11.JRBOFTIm OFFl!NSE: 

XlND: ond sex; 1akfug Imv4 phQtoglllphs' of the boy " 
NUMBER: 3 . • 
SlJf<ROUNDJNG JM!NTS: F~ :Becker-vCas associate yastornt the 

: 3l.Ieged viclbn's pariah and took him on a 
crinsc to setVC as an alw boy 

DAlB OF ACCUSAIION: July 1. 2002 
DATE OF ALLEGED ACl'(SJ: 1977M l979 • 

. NAMEs OF INJURED PARTYt~~ 
, PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGBDVI~ ~ 
. GENDER. OF A.U.EGED VICTIM~ 
NA'IURE 01!TBE OFFENSE:· . 

K1'l'lD~ Tllken.to-w8lclt h()JT,lo~ mal!) adults enga~ in group sex; 
" genitl\! fondlWg; nudity 

NUMBER: 5 
"&URROUNDlNG.B\IIl':m'S: Flank1yD B~~ 1IS5Qciatc: pastor at thl;l 

a1l~ed vi!'lthn·spllrish; ll?f0tm.e4liUu: that . 
Ilr; was ~ him iii fmming1rls $C'm8.l 
identity; alleged -victim worhd part tir:nc: ~t 
thepmsh ' 

DAtE OF ACeosATION: December 4, 2002 ' 
DATE: OF A.L.LEGJID Acr(S): 1982. . 
NAMES OF JNIURED PARTY: thnckI..inn.aman 
l'RESE.NP A~ O;F .ALLEOHD VICrlM! 35 

. GENDER OF A.I.L:EGBD'VlCTlM: Male ' 
NATURJ$ OFTIlB OFFENSE:. , " 

KIND: Gc¢.taJ fondling; o~ ~ lewd photographs o.(bpy 
'NUMBER: 1 ,,' 
,SUlUtOUNDING:EVEmS: Fr.mkIynBeckcr llad Ucc;n.~at 

, ' • , the: fumilyparlJ>b ~ ~i: an inttrcst ~ the 
boy; roaintRmoti, t(lnbu!t -vme.n at anotheJ; 
ssignxn.ent; toO~'UIl~ 001 fur;'an overnight . 
stay III the new assignment when ful, , 
llicld.em occ:nned; made boy sc:rve.Mass fol' 
hbn the natday 

Al\1JLO(J816 
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cm.C:UMSTANCES OF ALLEGED PERPETRATOR: 
, . CURlUWf'RISK; BtcmJsc Ftanklyn Becl:er .ii: currently ~Ill,dor ~rimin;lL 

ind.ictmenr. there is ~ltle rls:k i:pat 110 will • COIl~ with a poteotiol victim at this 
time. Hmvevc:r. the mk ofsedous scand\11 is cx1mneJybigh. 

PSYCHOWGICALEYALUATION:.Fnmklyn Decker undaweut ~efat 
psychological evalUations and released tbcir'!indings to. his ~clesj'astical superiors.. The 
resUltS of those evaluatiOlls are as follows:, . . ' 

1983 ~CIlt-Psychology Associates. Wausau. WI (Signeti-crurent release 
, On file; cOpy ~ed) - EvalUation conducted by a mulli..<Jisciplinaty te1lUl of II spirimal 
om:clor. ml:dicat doc19t. psychitaric social worker. psyc;matrist.l!tId psychologist.-

, Psychiabic finding was Pedopblli~ -
. . , 

1m psycbological3SSessment - PhoetWr; Clinic. W,auwalO,sa. WI (Signed c:ucrent 
reteasc OD file; copyatblched) - EWInatloll conducted.by Q clinical p8}'Chologist­
Conc1usiop. - Compulsive behaviors' ~d'potenti81 f6r future ~apptopriate sexual 
behavior ' 

CIVILAUTHORflYS ACnON: Franklylllleckenvas arrested on May. 9. 2003 in 
Mayville. WISCOnsin. He Is being ClCb:ilditcd to Oiliforoia whete he will sland trial for lit 
leasttwo co'\lllts of criminal sexnal assmill. 

GURRENT STAnJS: Fronklyn B,ecker has been. wiIbout a ministerial assignment since 
1m. ije-was permitted to wo~dewcekend assjstan.ce atpari&heis lmr.l.et the ~ion 

. of the pasto.c.. Be was nJsi> monitCJW.i.bY archdiocesan offic~ He W<lS indefinitely 
restcicteiJ from,all mfujshy in July 2002. 

RESIDENCE; Prlvate:residence in Mayv.ille. WiscoDSin priorto axrest. Unclear 
when;: be will reside ana ex1rndi1ion. to California.. 

.' . SUSTENANCB: Since being unassigued~ he I}as ~ived monlhly snpport from 
the.A.!clWioccsc ofMihvaukec:. CuaenUy that snpport is in the amount of$25. 633 
ll1lD1I3lIywilh an additional hOusing allowllllcc of$9,35S. He has ~ mnintained on the 

. arcll.dioCeson ~. medical ;md dental i.nsw:anc:e as weD. Sin~ contributions to the 
priests' pension f1uul huve.cOo1inued,. be'wlll be elitpOle fOf pension funding-when he 

'. ' . lurns68. . ,'. . 
' . 
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Most ReverendGahriel Monti1vD 
Apostolic Nwiciature 
3339 ~assacbusetls AVCDm; N.W. 
WasbingtODp D.C. 2000Fr3681 

Your Excellency: 

May .31,2003 

Axcbbishop DoLm has asked thatl send }>ou the ~nclosed OO~Jldencc 10 Cardillfll 
Ratzinger fOT 1rahsroission by diplomatic pouch to the proper authorities.. The matter 
addressed ill this colre.!lpoudence pertains 10 transmiual oflhe Tcmlt£ of a ptelixninary 

. investigation in llCCOro widl the DODllS of Sru:rnmenlonint -s(l1lditutis tUida. 

1h:n\k)'Ou for your kind assistance in this matter. A.1olca1 of appIeciationfut your· kindness 
· ~w&~ " 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 

.~ 
Chancellor . 

' . 

AMlL0081 0 
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)501 SoIn"'-lab: llritt. to.lJo:c lJ709l2. ~ WI D207-O'J11 
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CONGREGATiO 
PRO OOCfRINA FIDEi 

, 00l20~'} JJ. y__ . 
P ........ dds..UIWo 

20 October 2003 

. 34810~ - 17919 
hoT.N.~ __ _ 

a..~fot ...... """"--.;) 

.. : ':t ... ', 

'-:= . 

Your Excellency, 

This Congregation for the Doctrine of ihe Faith" has reCeived the 
. documentation in the case ofllie Reverend Franklyn William BECKER, a priest 0:( 
the Aichdiocese:. of Milw~ukee. w~ bas been accused of-muffipJe 'acts of sexual 

. abuse of mmoxs, .and for whom' Your ExcelJency is requesting the dismissal from the' 
c1erica!,state ~ officio et in poenam.. •• 

. ..' ' ... 
After a J;arefu] study of the case, it is quite obviouS",tliat llie-na\ure and gravity , 

of his past offences aIJd lh~ good of the Cbun:h would reqiJiXe 'a'more cogent sign of 
penan~ frOPl' Fi.:- Becker. It is tbe:refore·the}nind :of1Jiis;.Goli~.t~ ask Your 
Excellency kinrJly !o ~quire wHetbCg4he said' priest is. ·winmif1o'~)doi·.13icisation, 
voluntaa1y s~.e~g. to be allowed to.Vi!Ib'dxaw 1lom'!h'c clerical state. as n sign of his 
heartfelt contrition. If,Fr. Beckerwere to refuse.this invilitien,. !ben it js the intention 
of this COngregation to submit his case directly to 1he Holy Fatber :for a dimissio- ex 
officio e stotu ,clericali una. cum dispensatione ab omnibus oner:Wm sdcerdotalilms . 

. 
I take this occasion to express my sentiments of respeCt imd esteem:. 1 remain. 

. Yours devotedlY in the Lord, 

.,. r~ 
'1· Aii'gel() Amato, SDB 

,- -, TiMar ArChbishop ofSifa 

His ExceDeocy 
The. Most Rr:verend TiInothy M~ DOLAN 
. .AIcbbisbOp ofMiJwaukec' . 
Office.oftbe Bisbop 

, Secretary 

' . 35{)] South I.4e Drive. P.O. Box 070912 
. . ,Milwaukee, WI 53207.,()912, USA.. . AMlL00807' 
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Most Reverend Gabriel Montalvo 
Apostolic NUJiciature ' 
3'339 Massacbusetts Avenue. N, W. 

, Washington,Q.C. 20008-3681 ' 

Your Excen,~cy: 

" 

.. 
" 

Aicbbisbop'~lan bas ~ked ~t I send you Jb:e ~clooed ~rr~<?~eru:~'IO Ar~j~bop , 
Amat~ for lr.lnsmission bY,diplomatic pouch.. The.matter addressed,in this , ' , " 
'correSpondence 'pertains 10 the Co~g'regatiori>s request, for follow-up 'infomiatioD on ' , 
materiaJs previously Sent10 the Congreg~~on,: .' ' ' -, .. ' " 

'Once ag~. we are grateful to yo~ for y.our kindn,ess. 

, Willl evay'1>Cst wi~b for you and y~ur ~inistry of Servic~ 1 am: 

Sincaely yoms in. christ'. 
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~~bara Anne Cusack: : 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, H.W_ 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2OQ08-3687 

.:APOs:roLlC NUNCIATtJRE 

UNmID STATEs' OF .AMERICA 

21559' No. __ • __ • __ 

1Jtu No. Showtl B« ~~fiud 1o IM.An.s1J>U' 

J)ear Ms .. ~ack; 

December 6, 2003 

Personal and Con{i!lennaJ. 

J write to acknow1edg« yom: Jetter of December I, 2003. willi irs 
enclosure 3ddr~ed to His Einfuep.~e;Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of 
the Congregation 'for the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding the case of, 
The Reverend Franklyn William Becker (Congregation's Prot. N. 
348/03:-17919): 

Please .be assured that the above-referenced correspondence WIll be 
duly transmitted to Cardinal Ratzinger. 

, .. -----.. , 

. Willi prayerful and cordial best wish~,l remain 

~ Bal"b~.Annc Cusack. 
Cballcellor 
Archdiocese of Milwankee 
3501 Sollth!.:ike »rite 

. PostOffic:cBox0709l2- .. 
. Milit3uket; WI 53107~12 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 
ApostolicNuncio 
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