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'ARCEDOCESE%/OF MIGWAUKEE

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

May 27, 2003

' Bis Bminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 1}
00193 Rome, Naly

Your Emipence:

"' In accord with the noxns of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tufela, T am submitting for
your copsideration the casc of a pricst of the Archdiocese of Milwankee. Reverend
Franklyn Becker has been accused of mulliple acls of sexval abuse of minors. The
sommary of thesa allegations is enclosed. Fathier Becker has admitted that a2 oumber of
these acts of sexual assanlt occunred.

- Over the years, effors were made lo provide spirityal and psychelogical
inferventions that wounld rehabilitale Father Becker. None of these effords bave been -
successtul as be reoffended afiex each miervention, offen while still in thexapy. Father
Becker was diagnosed as an impulsive pedophile in 1983. At that time, it was thought
that a non-parochinl assigoment might be possible. A fiwther psychological asscssment
was undertsken in 1996, .aftex an additional accusation of past bebavior came forward, In
that evaluation it was advised that the potential for future reoccurence of past behavior
existed. Even while in opgoing thernpy, he was known to have obtained child .’
pornography. With our cosrent understanding of the nature of his condition, it is cleax thaf

he will never be able to assume any public ministry.

. Aswe have reviewed the various files, it is clear that he consistently, abused his
office both 1o gain access fo-vulaetable boys and to-elicit the trust of their parents. Both

., -inhis parochial assignments and in his tempomry finetioning as a enuise chaplain, he

found opportunities 1o abuse his office in a flagrant and repetitive fashion,

The impact on his various viclims has been significant. The Archdiocess of
Mitwaukee is paying ongoing lrerapy costs for several of them and has done so for a
nurober of years, Qur new found awareness of the severity of damage catised by seximl

" abuse at the bands of clergy makes it impossible for s to ignors this situation.
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His Bmireoce Joseph Cardinal Raizi‘nger

“  Congregation for the Doctrine of tho Faith

page 2 )

On May 10, 2003, Father Becker was amrested for sexnal assanlt. The alleged -
offense took place n Califomia in the 1970°s but, becanse be lefl the jurisdiction of the
state, it reoains an offense thal can be prosecuted. He will be extradited from Wisconsin

1o Califormia for trial. The public display that will now take place in the criminal twial in

California, lo-say nothing of tho civil snits that conld arse theys, makes the poleatial for

troe scandat vexy real. The media reports on Lbis case have already begun.

Given the nature and frequency of the alleged and admitted sexval abuse, along
with the serious abuse of office, T have pondered long and hard to amive atan opinion
about the most appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may bo made manifest *

* and healing of the viclims aod tbe Chuxch may proceed, I am asking that Reverend

Franklyn: W, Becker be dismissed ex officio from the; clesical state, Whatever financial
peeds he may have can be provided for from a special fund we will set up until such time
as he is able fo draw from the pepsion fund. Stoce it is conceivable that he will be
spending some tie in prison, he may be chgiblc for this peasion by the time of his’ -

. release.

Iflhc)udgcmem of Yoor Eminepce is that this case shonld proceed to a (hsrmssal
by dcm:c of your Congregation, I wonld cede to that judgement. Farthermore, ifitis

“your judgement (hat this case should proceed throvgh a cinonical pesal process, I hnmbly-

request a dispensation from prescription as wedl as a sanation of any proceduril errors

that may bave accurred during the years this case was under investigation. The scverity

of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justified.
llookfoxward to your ﬁ:rmcrmstmcuons in tIns matter. -

W’xﬁlsmnmcntsofdeepestesteem,lam,

Qi T———

- Most Reverend 'l"'xmothy M. Dolan
. Amhh:shop of Milwankes

AMIL00812



e

Te R e LS el RS TN

.. e . e e e s e
T S R T R L A AR

T N S e el - Y R O AT A L]

. — v A Tl pmrtam e Varea T LAt 79 - et P AT ARG - LA T ater Lt e T eV UL

- . NAME: Franklyn William Becker
AGE:65 .
ADDRESS: 1735 Dayton Strect Apt#3 -
, Mayville, Wisconsin 53050 ‘
ASSIGNMENT HISTORY: Presbyteral Orders — May 30, 1964
" Curate — Holy Assmwption Pansh (West AJlxs, WO —July 1, 1964 -
. . Associate Pastor — St. John de Nepomue Parish (Milwaukec) — Seplember 9, 1968
e .Associate Pastor — Holy Femily Parish (Whitcfish-Bay, WT) — Febraiy 25, 1972
- T Associate Pastor — S William Parish (Wankesha, WIj~June 18, 1974
Caxopus MinisterMacshall University (Wheeling-Charleston Diccese)~ Jamury 16, 1975
Canspus Minister — St. Lonig University (Archdiocese of St Lowis) — August 1, 1976
Avraiting Assignment — October 3, 1976 .
Permissionto accept assignment in Diocese of San Dicgo —May 27,1977
7 - Associate Pastor — St. Brigid Padish (Diocess of San Dicgo) — June 24 1977
. Retum to Milwaukee — March 1979 _
- . Associate Pastor — St Marparct Mary Parish (Milivavkes) — August 1, _1979 :

. Adminiswrator — St. Joseph Panish (Lyons, WI)—July 1, 1980 - .
Assaciate Pastor — St Eugene Parish (Pox Point, WI) — Augnst 12, 1980
Associate Pastor — St. Joha Parish (South Milwaukee, WI) — December 9, 1980
Sick Leaye — Yanpary 25, 1983
Clinical Pastoral Education- St. Joseph Hospital (Milwankee)-September 1, 1983
Awaiting Assignment — January 1, 1984

- - . P Chaplain — West Allis Memorial Hospital (West :Allis, WI) - Novembt:r6 1984
Ty ; - Awsiting Assignment — October 1,1990 .
} _ . Unassigned with restricted yotnistry — July 1, 1993

Rostricled from all public ministry — Apxil 2002

DECREES 1SSUED:
Apnl 10, 2002 — Procept issued with the following restrictions: -

1) To refain from all contact withninors, yalpemble aduts, and othier persons or
categories of persons who have proven o be oceasions of teplation in the area of sexmual
morality; :

2) To cease until forther police all public ministry mclufhngj.bc celebration of Bucharist; -
Euchanat may be celebrated in n private setting alone or with onty another priest ot
priests in dttendanes; the celebration of any other sacramcnu will mqum: exphm
peronssion of alocal ondinory in each case;

3) To avoid all placcs and sihrations that, from past r.'xpmmcc, hnw: béon occasions of
seriouns teraplation in the avea of sexval morabity;

4) To cease any and all activities and rclauonshxps that mny be dcscn'bed under the broad

. category of pastoral counseling;

.-5) Umil forther noucc the faculty to hca.r confession is rwolmd.

« Bhe

fe

S
A o L X ELERT]
.

' o July22,2003 - AbovﬂnotedpmceptwaSmmedasbangmeﬁ'ectforan'
: indefinite petiod of time.
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INVESTIGATION PROCESS: )

September 1,. 1995 a threc-person team of psychological and criminal experts was
established to explore allegations that had arisen. The accused was informed of his
canonical rights and signed a document on November 15, 1995, attesting to the fact that
he was informed of his righis and wnderstood them. In the inferviews with this -
investigative team, the accused admitted not ouly some of the alleged incidents but alse
factually describéd and admiited to multiple others. These admissions were supporied by
various letters and entries in his personne] file.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF ALLEGED DELICT(S):

DATE OF ACCUSATION: February 1980 (Letter of admission by Franklyn Becker)
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): May 1979

PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM %
GEMNOER OF ALLEGED VICTIM
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Attempted rape; genital contact
NUMBER: 1
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franklyn Becker sexrved as associate pastor
and was able to use his office to gain access
to the alleged victim’s trust. -
DATE QF ACCUSATION: January 1, 1981
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): Fall 1930
NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: Unnamed at this ime
PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: &y -
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: &5ty
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Ynoproper touching
-NUMBER: Two
SURROUNDING EVENTS: Franklyn Becker served as associate pastor
and was able to use his office to gain access
to the alleged victim’s trust; the parents who
brought the allegation stated that they had
been pleased that a priest took an intexest in
their son
DATE OF ACCUSATION August 17, 1982 (Reported by bay’s priest uncle)
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1982 |

PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICI‘IM. i
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM 45585
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Unclear at this time
NUMBER: Unclear at this time
SURROUNDIN G EVENTS: Franklyn Becker was associate pastor af the
alleged victim’s parish ;

AMIL 00814
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, DATE OF ACCUSATION: Decenmber 1, 1982
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): November 1982
' NAMES OF INJURED PARTY:
v PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM
- GENDEROFAI.LEGED VICTRM:
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:
KIND: Unclear at this tme
NUMBER: Untlear at (his Gme
SURROUNDING EVENT Sz Franldyn Becker wat associale pastor at the
) alleged victim’s patish; parcots wers proud
1hat their son was chosen to serve as an altar
. . . boy on a cowise whese their priest was going
.- . . “to be the chaplain and so they” gavc

e
N

bad,

R 5 S
|-

pexmission
) DATE OF ACC(BATION‘ Decoraber 20, 1994
co * DATEOF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1970
S R - : "NAMES OF INVURED PARTY: TRyt
T : PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM. 25"
: ) . " GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: SARWEN
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND; Genilal contact; attexnpted rape

NUMBER: 3

" SURROUNDING EVENTS: Fraoklyn Becker was ammalc pastoratthe .
. - alleged victim’s parish and the alleged- :
J Lo .- victin served as an 2iter boy for him

DATE OF ACCUSATION: May 16, 2002 - .
1 DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-1967
- NAMES OF INJURED PARTY: R
: . PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM:
1 . - . GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: %
) - - NATURE OF THE DFFENSE: -
- . KIND: Unclear at this fime
EE R NUMBER: Upclear at this time ;
Y o R SURROUNDING BVENTS: Franklyn Bm wag gssociafe pmior atthe
- . alleged-viclim’s parish angl the alleged ©
- vielim sexved as an altar boy for him
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.. DATE OF ACCUSATION: June 17, 2002
DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1966-1969 .
. NAMES OF INJURED PARTY : GEii RNy
- PRESENT AGE DF ALLEGED VICTIM: §8%
GENDER OF ALLEGED VICTIM: {58
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:

KIND: oral sex; faking lewd photographs of the boy

NUMBER:3 -

SURRDUNDINGEVE‘]TS Frasllyn Becker was associate pastor at the
zllcgcd victim’s parfsh and took him on a
criise 1o serve as ao altar Yoy

DA'IB OF ACCUSATION: J uly 1, 2002

DATE OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1977-1979 *

. NAMES OF INJURED PARTY:
- - PRESENT AGE OF ALLEGED wcmim
- GENDER OF AYLEGED VICTIM: SRR
NATURE OF THE OFFENSE: -~ ’ .
.~ KIND: Tokento-walch homosexual male adolts engage in gmup sex;
. genital fondling; nud)ty :

NlmIBER_S )

mounnmc EVENTS: Franilyn Becker was associate pastor at the
alleged victim's parish; informed lila fhat |
e was agsisting hina i formmglns sexual’
identity; alloged victio worked prxt time at

thepznsh

DAYE OF ACGUSATION: Deceanber 4, 2002
DATB OF ALLEGED ACT(S): 1982 = .
NAMES OF INVURED PARTY: Chuck Lisnaman
. PRESENTAGE OF ALLEGED VICTIM: 35
. GENDER OF ALLEGHD VICTIM: Male

S NATURE OF THE OFFENSE:.
T - L. KIND: Genital fondling; oral 3 sax; lewd pho‘logmphs ofbpy
e - . NUMBER‘1 .-

! -SURROUNDING EVENTS: anklynBeclmrhadbmadmnusmmrat

. the fmily parish sod fook an interest in the

boy; mamteined contadt when at another
assignment; took-the boy for ix overmight .
stay st the new assigoment whenthe
Mdmmmdcboymvch{ass for
Im:n the m:xt day
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CIRCUMSTANCES QF ALLEGED PERPETRATOR:

. CURRENT RISK: Becausc Franklyn Becker is currently under eririnal
indictment, there is little dsk that ho will make contact with a potential victim at this
time, However, the risk of serfous scandal s extromely high.

. PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION: Franklyn Becker inderwent scveral
psychological cvahiations and released their findings to. his ecclesiastical supanors. The
resalts of these cvalvations are as follows: -~
1983 assessment—Psychology Associntes, Wausm, W1 (Signed carrent release
- on file, copy attaghed) — Evatiation condncted by a multi-disciplinary tesum of a spiritnal
director, medical doclor, paychitaric social worker, psyclualnsf and psycholopist. —
" Psychiatni¢ finding was Pedophilia. )

1997 psychological assessmeat ~ Phoenix Cﬁnic, Whauwatosa, WI (Signed carrent
release on file, copy attached) — Evaloalion conducted by A climicsl peychologist —
Conchisiop — Compulsive behaviors and potcntml for ﬁmn'e inappropnatc sexual
behavior

CIVIL AUTHORITY’S ACTION: Franklyn Becker was arcestod on May.9, 2003 in
Mayville, Wisconsin. He Is being extradited to California where he will stand tdal for at
Jeast two coumts of criminal sexnal assault. ’ -

CGURRENT STATUS: Franklyn Bcck@rhas been without a ministerial assignment sinee
1990. He was permitted to provide weekend assistance at parishes vmder the supervision
“of the pastor. He was alsd monitored by archdiocesan officials. He was indefinitely
resticled from.all mindstry in July 2002
T RBSIDENCE: Private xesidence g Mayville, W'sconsm prior to arrest. Unclear
whc:rc be will reside after extradition to Califomia.

.~ SUSTENANCE: Since being wnissigned, he has recgived mosthly support flom
the Archuliocese of Milwaukec, Cumently that support is In the amount of $25, 633
:mnually with an additionn] housing allowance of $9,355. He has been meintained on the

- archdiocesan health, medical and dental insurance as well. Since contnbutions to the
pricsts’ pension fand have c(mhnucd, be- will bc eligible for pension ﬁmding.whm he

" trooros 68
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ARCHDIOCESE |/ OF MIWAUKEE

OnanCERY

.y
.t

" May 31,2003

Most Reverend Gabriel Montalvo
Apostolic NMunciature E
3339 Massachusetis Avenne, NNW.
Washington, D.C. 20008-3687

Your Excellency:

i . Axchbishop Dolan has ssked thatT send you the eaclosed correspondence to Cardinal
- Rawuzinger for imitsmission by diplomalic pouch to the proper anthoritics. The matter
addressed in this correspoundence pertains o transmittal of the resnlts of a prefnimary
. imvestigation in accord with the nomms of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela. -

Thank you for your kind assistapee in this eatier. Astoken of appreciation for your kindness
- will follow. . ) :

- ‘5 - | . : .Sincuclyyomhxﬂluist;

arbara Anne Cusack
Chancellor - :

i

: AMIL00810

: 3501 Soush Lake Drive, £O. Box 070912, Mibcankee, W5 53207-0912 .
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CONGREG}m'O - o - 000 G2 dd Vi, 20 October 2003

PRO DOCTRINA  FIDEI o Pabicxo dd S, Uffizio
" 348/03 - 17919
Pror. N —_—
(u. resportsione fiod mecwtis Budias wereri)
<L,
CONFIDENTIAL Vo
Your ExceIIency,

This Congregatmn for the Doctrine of the Faﬂh has received the -
-documentation in the case of the Reverend ¥ranklyn William BECKER, a priest 6f
the Archdiocese,of Milwavkee, whet has been accused of-mnlfiple ‘acts of sexual
- abuse of minors, and for whom Your Exce]lency is requestmg tbe dlsmlssal from the
clerical state ex oﬁiczo elin poenam. S

Aftera careﬁ.l] stndy of the casg, it is qmte obwous that Ibe nahure and gravny,
of his past offences and the good of the Church would requn'e ‘a2 more cogent sign of
penance froms Fr Becker. It is tlerefore.-the mind ‘of M&Congregatmn to ask Your
Excellency kindly 1o enquire whietheg the said priest is Wi]]m;;’io"a&k for Taicisation,
vohintacly seelﬂngto be allowed to withdraw from the clerical stafe, as a sign of his
hearifelt conigtion. IfFr. Becker were to refuse this imvitation, thén it is the intention
of this Congregation to submit his case directly to the Holy Father for a dimissio ex
officio e statu clerxcalx una cum dr.spensanane ab omnibus onenbu: .mccrdotallbus

1take 1lns occasion to express my scntnnents of respett and ¢ wteem. Ireman,

" Yours dcvoledly n the Loxd,

gelo Amato, SDB

- e
“ . & 77 Titular Archbishop of Sifa
- Secret

His Excellency .
". The Most Reverend Timothy M. DOLAN

. Archbishop of Milwaukee -

. Office of the Bishop

"~ 3501 Sonth Lake Drive, P.O. Box 070912

. ‘Milwaukee, WI 532070912, USA. ~ -~ AMIL00807
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December1,2003 . - - .
Most-Reverend Gabriel Montalvo .
Apostalic Nunciatore - . ST T A
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N,W. ; , S A

- Washington, D.C. 20008-3687

You.rBa(ce]IenCy'- . EE . ..

Archbishop Dolan has asked that T send you the encloaed com‘.spondence to Arcbb]shcp . o .
‘Aratd for Tmnsmlss:on by diplomatic pouch. The mafter addresscd-m this | e
'concspondc:ncc pertains to (he Congregation’s request-for I'ollbw-up mformahon on ° L e

- matenals previously sent to the Congregnnon.

'Oncé again, we are gratefu'l to you for your kindness. -

- With every best wish for you and your ministry of scmce, Tam, N -
Sincercly yours in Christ,
Barbara Anne_Cnsécl& T
- Chancellor
Enclosmwes .,

AMIL00808

350150nlhbh£l)lnql!0 Box(ﬂ@ll.Mﬂmnh:,Wlm-ODD K
vat (411)769-3340 Fn: (5—]4)769-3108 E-Man= l:hmcu)%chmﬂ.m; Wﬂsm?:vww.mhmlorg
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.w.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687

Pr

A

December 6, 2003

This No. Should Be Prefized 1o the Answer . Personal and Confidential

Dear Ms. Cusack:

1 write to acknowledge your letter of December 1, 2003, with its
enclosure addressed to His Bininence;-Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding the case of-

The Reverend Franklyn William Becker (Congregation’s Prot. N.
348/03-17919).

) '~ Please be assured that the above-referenced correspondence will be
~ duly transmitted to Cardinal Raizinger.

ra Voo
o
Raio

- ; . . " With pmjérﬁﬂ and cordial best wishes, I remain

Sincere_ly yours in Christ,

oo oo

Sy L Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo
i i - ) _ ) Apostolic Nuncio

4 ) .

‘,'

$ 3

]

: Ms. Barbara Aiine Cuosack
T . Chancellor -
. . Arxchdjocese of Milwaukee
o 3501 Sonth Lake Drive
: . Post Office Box-070912 . .
‘Milwankee, WI 53207-0912

AMILO0BOY

Cy2P

e T rlt ottt o L N amaasnaba AMlame B PR Sl eanontome



