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S N - graduated from St. John's School for the Deaf in May,
1970. Here is my story with Father lawrence Kurphy from 195& to 1970.

S
PR

In 195% I went to r. Hurphy's office with my problems with Sister and

Fr. Furphy scolded me 2s a bad bpy. Then he encouraged me to his bedroom

and taught ne about sex. AL the {lrst thing he spanked my ass with his belt

and he started touching my penils vhile he explained the sex things to me.

Few days later again he calléd me to his vedroom 2nd asked me to take my

clothes off so he touched my penis and explained the sex things to me. So

he started to bother me many times for coming to hls bedroom and forced

me to play the immodest things with hin. Few days later he cane Lo the

boys' dormitory and to my bed apd he touched my penis while

saw us {rom his bed, Sometimesi Re. lLawrence Murrhy came Lo the Boys'

dormitory to bother me. One night I saw Fr., Murphy touchi
Penis in d bed.

o AT
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About 1967 or 1968 w& moved to a new St.. John's Hchool building and again
Fr. Hurphy came to my privacy bedroom(with no door) and touched ny penis

in my upper bunk bed while Pslcpt in lover bunk bed. Again, Fr.
- Hurphy iouched my penis all the time until I graduated.

" During my confession with Fr. Hurphy few times he played with my renis in
the bedroom, in the bathroon, in Fr. Hurphy's office, He alweys asked me
in confession "did you play with the other boys?® I told him yes Then he

asked {or the names of the other boys and I told hin the names of the boys.
So he bothered the other boys.

During the summer times Fr. Murphy took some boys and me to his cottage
and on the way to hls cottage I was a passenger and sat near Fr. Murphy
driving while he touched my penis in front of the other boys. I dont know
If they saw us. He treated us like his sons: went to the movies, restaurant,

"musuem, cte. In his cottege bedroom he fouched my peniq and in the other nights,
.. he played with the other boys,

Puring my Senior Trlp to New York City aznd Hashington, D.C. for a week, Fr.

Murphy Playcd with me in the hotel bearoom few tines. . g
i
For my six years, I had suffered bad from Fr. Murphy, . %

¥hen I go to the court, I will prove my truth about Fr, Murphy and will
ask Fr. Hurphy to take his clothes off. Refore he takes his clothes off,
I say to the judge that Fr. Murphy's penis is uncircumeciscd. :

One more thing to say, many times Fr. Murphy went to the boys®' shower room

and looked down at our bpys' penis. At that time Mr, Barnett was our boys
.supervisor.

E

Hereby, I sign my name on this BE true story about Fr. Murphy.

g5

SRR
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September 12, 1974
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HENOGRANDUN

Ret | Fathé‘-r Lawrence Murphy 1/

From: Father Robert G. Sempon

In a phone conversation with Pather Murphy on Saturday, September 7, 19%,
the follswiag detatis were worked outy

Father will take whst will be cunad a “"Tewpurary Sick Leave" beginnms in

afdeSeptesber, This will be the designation in the fall edition of the
Gatholic Herald Citizen dirvectory and in the fortheoming Pastorsl Handbyc

This leave will extend until the end of Novembsr. After that time he will
be in touch with the Archbishop as to future plans.

As far as the firancisl arrangements for Father are concerned, note the¢
following:

St, John's Schosl will pay his salary through the end of
Septeunberx.

Father will make application to the St. Michael's Priest
Fund for full salary for the wonths of Cetobér and Hovember.
The Chencery will verify Father's permisaion from the
Archbishop to take a temporary sick leave.

St, John School will continue him on €their Blue Cross/Blue
Shield plan through the and of the year 1974; f.e. the School
will keep him on the forthcoming quarter which beging October 1.

== T

&ﬂm was asksd to so inform the St. Michael's Priest Fund
so that his insurance will not be transferved to its group,

Fathér Murphy has paid up his Priest Pension Plan asscasment
through the fiseal year 1973, gso there iz no need to deduct
this from his St, Michael's Priest Fund check.

I apreed:to ask the Catholic Herald to continue sending the

paper to Father at the Boulder Junction addvess until furthed
motice.

{LWLL 245+ o (T
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NYT-000003
HEMORABRRUY

Page 2

Father®s sddress {not to be published) for the next three months will be:

Reverend Lawrence C. Murphy
General Dalivery
Boulder Junction, Wiscousin 54512

reh&.pl}zm contact cin ba made through the loeal parish. Phone:
Revarand Irv Meyett
Pastor, .5¢. Ann Parish
Boulder Juncetion
1~ 71543852390

A copy of this memo will be given to St. Mta!taél's Priest Fund, to Father

 Muxphy, as well as to the Arghbishop.

RES/ef

ARCH MARSHALL 00103
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
1201 HUGHITT AVE
SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN, 54880

July 9, 1980

The Reverend Joseph A. Janicki

Vicar for Personnel - Archdmocesa of Milwaukee
P.0. Box 2018

Milwaukee, WI 53201

Dear Father Janicki:

Father. Lawrence Murphy from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee is
presently residing near Boulder Junction, Wisconsin. He lives
privately with his mother. He has become a very good friend and

a pastoral associate of Father Irving C. Meyett at St. Anne's
Church in Boulder Junction. Father Meyett is also responsible for
the missions at Presque Isle and Sayner. I am sure Father Murphy
asgists him in all three-places.

Not long ago in a discussion with Father Murphy it became quite
clear that he is interested in clarifying his status and relation-
ship to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. He is desirous of obtaining
somehow, somewhere an appointment to make use of his priesthood
and his talent in the apostolate for the deaf. He is most desirous
of returning to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and there minister to
the adult deaf community. He is also willing to entertain other
possibilities, if such were necessary.

In a recent conversation with Archbishop Weakland, I was left with

the impression that it would not be advisable at this time to in-

vite Father Murphy to return to Milwaukee to work among the deaf,

I am wondering if I might impose on your kindness and your office

to pursue this entire question with me. I think Father Murphy has

a great deal to offer, especlally in the area of the deaf apostolate.
He can be reached at St Anne's Church, P.0. Box 110, Boulder Junctmon,
Wisconsin 54512,

Hoping you continue to cultivate your good nature and sense of
humor, I remain

Very sincerely in- Christ,

e

The Most Rev. Raphael M. Fliss
Coadjutor Bishop of Superior

RMF:mi

ARCH_MARSHALL 00100
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ARCHDIOCESE [giOF MIWAUREE.

Orfice OF TuE ARCHBISHOP
July 17, 1996

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Prefect, The Sacred Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Falth

00120 vatican City State

Europe

Your Eminence,

I am writing to inform you of two situations in which two priests of
this Archdiocese have been accused of solicitation of a penitent so as to
commit a sin against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue (c. 1387). The
cases are completely unrelated and happened at very different points in
time, but only recently have come to light. I now seek your counsel as to
the procedure I should follow,

Shortly before I began my sabbatical on January 1, 1996, I directed my
Vice Chancellor, the Reverend James B, Connell, J.C.D., to investigate the
‘allegations that had been made against the two priests. Now, upon my return
on July lst, Father Connell informs me that in both cases sworn testimony
has been given concerning the charges I mentioned above. Father Connell
"bal;eves that the testimony has been given to the Church in good faith and
must be ‘taken seriously, and I concur.

The first case concerns the Reverend Lawrence C. Murphy, a priest whose
only assignment was as Chaplain, and eventually Director, of Saint John
School for the Deaf in Milwaukee from 1950 to 1974. According to the person
who has given the sworn testimony concerning Father Murphy's use of the
confessional to solicit sinful actions against the sixth commandment of the
Decalogue, many other students were also victims of Father Murphy in this
same manner, and we are now in the process of gathering additional testimony
from some of these other persons. Although allegations against Father Murphy
had been brought to my predecessor, allegations that resulted in a civil
.suit that was later dropped, this is the first that I had heard of the abuse
of the confessional. T find that the deaf community tends to keep its
problems and embarrassments to themselves, thus explaining the reluctance of
these victims to bring forth allegations earlier.

Father Murphy was ordained a priest in May of 1950, began a leave of
‘absence during September of 1974, and has never lived within the territory
of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee during my years as Archbishop. Soon after I
took office, I became aware that Father Murphy's leave of absence was due to
sexual matters, but it was only less than one year ago when I learned of the
poessibility that solicitation in the confessional might be part of the
situation. That is when I decided to have Father Connell conduct an
investigation. My concern now ig not simply for necessary justice, I am even
more interested in a healing response from the Church to the deaf community

within the Archdiocese so that their anger may be defused and their trust in
ecclesiastical ministers be restored.

3301 South Lake Drive, PAY. Box 97912 ARCH_MARSHALL -
Milwaykee, W1 532070912 » (414)760. 3407 01309
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The second case concerns the Reverend Michael T. Neuberger, a priest
who has had a-variety of sexual and financial allegations brought against
hinm in recent years. Dealing with Father Neuberger included a process to
remove him from the office of pastor of a parish in Milwaukee. Also,
suggestions came forth that Father might have used the confessional to
solicit sinful actions against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue. Thus
I decided to have Father Connell investigate this matter as well. As a
result of Father Connell's investigation, sworn testimony has been obtained
from three highly respected and credible persons that Father Neuberger
admitted this crime to them, thus establishing an "extra-judicial"
confession {cc. 1536, §2 and 1537). The three witnesses are a psychologist
employed by the cCatholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and
two licensed clinical social workers employed by the State of Wisconsin who
ppecialize in the assessment and treatment of sex offenders. These witnesses
proclaim under -cath to Father Connell that during their discussions with
Father Neuberger about the sexual allegations that had been made against
him, Father in fact acknowledged a variety of crimes, including use of the
confesaional for the purpose of solicitation.

REDACTED

Let me alsc say that once I became aware of the pcsslbxlxty that both
Father Murphy and . had committed the crime of solicitation

_{c. 1387), I discussed the particulars of the cases with my canonists and

requested that they research what canonical process is appropriate, given
the length of time since the crimes, or if this subject matter is reserved .
to ﬁhp Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith {c. 1362, §1, 1°),
thué not under the norms of prescription presented in the Code of Canon Law.
Now that the investigations have been conducted and the canonists have
researched the issue, I have the understanding that this offense is under
your jurisdiction. So I seek your counsel on how to procesd.

Finally, Your Eminence, while my comments in this letter have been very
factual and legalistic in tone, please be assured that my primary concern is
the spiritual well being of all the persons involved with these cases, and

that includes Father Murphy and . REEACTED

Thank you for your assistance, and I have the honor to be, Your
Eminence,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+/Pe\_,i,~/v’ G QWW

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, 0.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

REDACTED ARCH_MARSHALL -
01310
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Decempoer 10, 1996
Rev. Lawrence Murphy
Box 50
Boulder Junction, WI  54512-0050

Dear Rev. Murphy:

This letter is to inform you that a formal ecclesiastical penal process
has begun against you in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. The enclosed
documents are self-explanatory. As noted in the enclosed documents, you
are to respond within 15 days toc the charges made against you and you
are to select an advocate from the enclosed list within the same time
period.

Bincerely,

/ A M?wwv MW%VZ’\

Rev. Thomas T. Brundage, J.C.L.
Judicial Vicar
Archdlocesge of Milwaukee

Copies: The Judges
The Promoter of Justice
Very Rev. Philip Heslin

(01022

3301 South Lake Drive, P.O, Box 07012
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METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL

LIBELLUS

As Promoter of Justice in the matter at hand, and acting in respoxnse to evidence arising from the
execution of the mandate of the Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.8.B., Archbishop of
Milwaukee, as expressed in his decree of December 21, 1995, I hereby introduce this caunse to the
Reverend Thomas T. Brundage, J.C L., Judicial Vicar of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, and ask
that he constitute a collegiate tribunal for the purpose of conducting a canonicaf trial to establish
with moral certitude that the Reverend Lawrence C. Murphy, a priest incardinated in the Arch-
diocese of Milwaukee and domiciled in the Diocese of Superior, who stands accused of certain
offenses cited in Canons 1387, 1388.1 and 1395.2, did in fact commit the delicts of which he 1s
accused, namely, that over the period of several years encornpassing his tenure at St. John School
for the Deaf in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he did engage in a pattern of behavior which included:

- solicitation for sexual favors in the confessional

-~ at least indirect violation of the seal of confession by using specific names and wformation
about sins of a sexual nature obtained in one confession in order to probe aggressively and
intrusively into a subsequent penitent’s behavior, putatively for his own sexual titillation
and gratification, and

-~ the sexual assault and molestation of male students under the age of szxteen

These delicts, along with the circumstances swrrounding them, have given rise to grave scandal
for the Church, and especially within the Catholic deaf community. Therefore, I ask that the
duly constituted tribunal impose as the only appropriate penalty for these offenses the dismissal
of Father Murphy from the clerical state.

The facts and evidence which will be adduced to prove these allegations and to confirm the
appropxiateness of the penalty being sought inchide the personal testimony and depositions of
multiple victims and professional peers of the accused, along with such documentary evidence
as bears directly upon this case.

o N

Reverefd Philip I, Reifenber
Promoter of Justice

3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

~J

TN
November 22, 1996 601024

3301 South Lake Drive, PO, Box 7912
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renal 4/96
Decree Constituting the Tribunal

Whereas, The Most Reverend Rembert Weakland hag decreed (October 15,
1956} that the Reverend Promoter of Justice submit whatever cause(s) he
congiders necessary g0 that justice may be rendered, while constantly
protecting the rights of the accused;

Whereas, a Libellus acgufing the Reverend Lawrence C. Murphy of the
offenges cited in ce. 1387, 1388.1, and 1395.2, has been presented to
the Metropolitan Tribunal on November 22, 1996 from the Reverend Philip
Reifenberg, Promoter of Justice;

Whereas, a cause of this nature is to be tried and decided by a
Collegiate Tribunal in accord with canon 1425.1%1,2;

Whereas, by this present Decree, the following are designated and
assigned to the stated cause:

Asg Presiding Judge: Reverend Thomas T. Brundage, J.C.L.
As Agsociate Judge: Reverend Joseph Perry, J.C.L.
As Associate Judge: Reverend James Jarumbo, J.C.L.

Ag Promoter of Justice: Reverend Philip Reifenberg, J.C.L.
Ag Notary: Reverend John Aiello

The above-named have been properly assigned to their respective role in
the Tribunal, given the office to act in that role, and have already
been duly sworn in.

Given at the Metropolitan Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
December 1, 19%6

il

~ .
ﬁ'{n"- { A/fﬁ""“ ‘- '“ »':{{m(g
Reverend Thomas T. Bxundage, T
Judicial Viecar '

Vot oo D A 000,

Notary

3303 Seuth Lake Prive, PO, Box 07912
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DECREE

Whereas I, the Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, 0.8.B., Archbishop of
Milwaukee, on December 21, 1995 issued a "Decree Initiating the
Investigation of Allegations of Sexual Misconduct and Solicitation in the
Confessional by the Reverend Lawrence Murphy", and

Whereas, this decreed investigation has been completed, and
Whereas, I now judge that sufficient. evidence has been collected, and

Whereas,. in light of canon 1341, I now ascertain that scandal cannot
sufficiently be repaired, that justice cannot sufficiently be restored and
that the Reverend Lawrence Murphy cannct be sufficiently reformed by
fraternal correction, rebuke and other ways of pastoral care,

I now decide, having heard from the Reverend Thomas Brundage, J.C.L.,
Judicial Vicar of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, and the Reverend James
Connell, J.C.D., a Judge in the Tribunal of the Archdiovese of Milwaukee,
that a judicial process is necesgsary, and

I now decree that the Reverend Phillip Reifenberg, J.C.L., as Promoter of
Jugtice of the Archdiocese of Milwaukes, is to review the material generated
by the preliminary investigation and he is to submit to the Tribunal of the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee whatever cause(s) he considers necessary so that
.justice may be rendered, while constantly protecting the rights of Father
Murphy and any other person{s) involved.

In addition, Father Reifenberg is to gather whatever additional testimony or

information he considers necessary to properly demonstrate the truth in this
matter.

Rwe\ Uephto 4 ot

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, 0.8.B.
Archbishop of Milwauvkee

Given an the Curia of the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee
thig 15th day of Qctober, 19496

o b D, HU00,

Reverend John D. Aiello
Notary

601023

30 South Lake Drive, PO, Box 07912
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Advocates approved by the Archdiocese

Rev. Patrick Lagges, JCD

Promoter of Justice
Metropolitan Tribunal, Azchdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60620
Licentiate and Doctorakte in Canon Law, St. Paul's, Ottawa
Phone #: 312-751~8384 {Office)
312-~-588-2620 (Home)

Rev. Michael Hack, JCD
Judicial Vicar
Metropolitan Tribunal, Archdiocese of Chicago
P.0O. Box 197%
Chicago, IL 60690
Licentiate and Doctorate in Canon Law, St. Paul's, Ottawa
Phone #: 312-751-825% (0ffice)

Rev. Daniel Ward, 0SB, JCL, JD
8t. John's Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56321
Professor of government, St. John's University ‘
Licentiate in Canon Law, Catholic University of Bmerica
Civil lawyer
Phone #: (612)363-2779 (0ffice)

Rev. John Renken, JCD
Vicar General/Moderator of the Curia
Diccege of Springfield in Illineis
. P.O. Box 3187
Springfield, IL 62708-3187
Doctorate in canon law, Angelicum, Rome
Phone #: 217-698-8844 (0Office)

Father Thomas Paprocki
Chancellor, Archdiccese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, 1IL 60690
Doctorate in Canon Law, Gregorian University
Qivil lawyer
Phone #: 312-751-8220 (CQffice)

(C1027
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Decree Aocepting Libellus and Citing the Accused

Yn accord with canon 1505, I, the undersjigned Presiding Judge in the
penal process (see attached Libellus) against the Reverend Lawrence
Murphy, hereby accept the attached Libellus presented by the Reverend
Promoter of Justice on November 22, 1996. 1In accepting this Libellus,
I have adcertained that the matter is within the compstence of this
Tribunal and that the Promoter of Justice has legitimate standing
before this Tribunal and has duly performed his office in this matter.
Furthermere, there is sufficient basis in law Lo proceed to initiate a
penal process against the Reverend Lawrence Murphy.

In accord with canon 1507, 'with this decree, the Reverend Lawrence
Murphy is hereby cited with regards to the cause made againgt him. The
Reverend Michael Murphy is to respond in writing to the undersigned
within 15 usable dayvs to make a response to the charges made in .the
Libellus.

In accord with canon 1723, the Reverend Lawrence Murphyis requested ko
engage an advocate in accord with the norm of canon 1481.1 within 15
usable days and to present an authentic mandate to this Tribunal within
the same time period.

i./w 7\//6'?7?'&”} N [\ J’VU/""// ﬂ\,

Reverend Thomas T. Brundage, J.C.L.
Presiding Judge

Metropolitan Tribunal

Archdiocese of Milwaukee

3501 South Lake Drive

Milwaukee, WI 53207

Kew. dobe . £ 22,

Notary December 9, 1996

Ci0E%

3501 South Lake Drive, P.O, Box 07912
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Eritry for the Chart of Father Lawrence Murphy

By Liz Piasecki - REDACTED

February 24, 1997

Today, I met with Father Tom Brundage, Barbara Anne Cusack, and Father Jim Connell in the
Chancery and Tribunal Offices regarding the canonical situation of Father Lawrence Murphy.
Father Tom Brundage indicated that there is a problem regarding the statutes of limitation on the

~ solicitation in the confessional, allegations brought forward by several deaf individuals. Pat Legus
1s the canonical advisor for Father Murphy. He had pointed out that their is a thirty day statute of
Himitations on the solicitation issue because the 1962 canonical norms apply in this case, rather
than the 1983 Code of Canon Law. Father Brundage notes that in the 1983 Code the statute of
limitations is five years, which also would fall short of the time span needed to proceed
canonically against Father Murphy. He said that at this point, Father Murphy’s case would be
held in abatement, canonically, until we hear from Rome regarding a watver of the statute of
limitations. Father Brundage would be speaking with Bishop Burke, Canonist from the Diocese
of La Crosse, and may proceed going to Washington to speak with the Papal Nuncio and request [
a waiver in this case. Father Brundage also noted to us that there is some indication from the
Diocese of Superio,r that Father Murphy has continued his contact with deaf people by helping
out with deaf retreats and Mass against the directives of Archbishop Weakland and Bishop Skiba.
There may be a possibility of moving administratively in the issuance of several penalties for that
disobedience. We discussed the way to contact the three individuals who have filed complaints.

Cyndi Deehr and I will speak withJSSNiNERp. 1 will be in touch wxi;h* and _ :

SRR 21 Jim Connell wilt send a letter oW

LCP:saz
3/24/97
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

/-I"‘\__S y
March 10, 1997 (£:9
His Eminence, Gilberto Cardinal Agustoni

Prefect, The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura
00120 Vatican City State
Europe

Your Eminence,

I am writing to regquest your assistance in a matter of justice for
certain persons under my jurisdiction. A priest of this Archdiocese has been
accused by three penitents of golicitation in the confessional so as to
commit a sin against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue (c. 1387). Also,
each penitent is a deaf person and the alleged offenses occurred while all
of the penitents were minors. Furthermore, because these deaf persons tend
to have very limited communication skills, these crimes did not come to my.
attention until long after canonical prescription would allow a penal action
on my part. Finally, true scandal in the near future seems very possible
because in November of 1996, I received a letter from an attorney suggesting
the possibility of civil court action which no doubt would become well known
in this community. -

I approach you now requesting that a waiver of the canonical
regquirements concerning peremptory time periods be igsued. With such a
waiver we would be able to proceed with appropriate canonical processes to
effect justice in this case.

I wrote to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the
Sacred Congregation for the Doctriné of the Faith, in July of 1996 when I
became aware of the details of the situation. My hope was that, given the
condition of the penitents, the length of time since the alleged crimes, and
that the subject matter seems to be reserved to that Congregation (c. 1362,

" §1, 1°), perhaps His Eminence would grant special norms for a penal process
in this case. So far, however, I have received no response.

Hence, I now seek your assistance. The issue concerns how the Church
can provide justice when the administration of justice was impossible
betcause all of the penitents were physically prohibited from reporting the
crime at the time of the incidents, or soon thereafter, due to a lack of the
vocabulary and skill necessary te acknowledge their psychological trauma.

The cause concerns the Reverend Lawrence C. Murphy, a priest whose only
assignment was as a Chaplain, and eventually Director, of Saint John School
for the Deaf in Milwaukee from 1950 to 1974. Moreover, according to the
three perxrsons who have given sworn testimony concerning Father Murphy's use
of the confessional to solicit sinful actions against the sixth commandment
of the Decalogue, many other students were also victims of Father Murphy in
this manner. Consequently, I believe there are in reality many additional
victims needing justice and assistance.

3500 Sourh Lake Prive. PO Bux 07912

Milwauker, WES3207-0912 -4 14)769-3497 ARCH‘_‘MARSHALL -
01333
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Although allegations against Father Murphy had been brought to the
attention of my predecessor, allegations that resulted in a civil suit that
was later dropped, I first became aware of the matter in 1995. So, shortly
before I began my sabbatical on Japuary 1, 1996, I directed the Reverend
James E. Connell, my Vice Chancellor, to investigate the allegations. Then,
upon my return on July 1, 1996 and after learning the results of this

. investigation, I instructed the Reverend Thomas T. Brundage, J.C.L., my

Judicial Vicar, to research which canonical process would be appropriate.
His effort convinced me to write to Cardinal Ratzinger in July of 1996.

My concern now is not only for the necessary justice, but I am also
very interested in a healing response from the Church to the deaf community
within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, so that their anger may be defused and
their trust. in ecclesiastical ministers be restored.

Finally, Your Eminence, while my comments in this letter have been very
factual and legalistic in tone, please be assured that my primary concern is
the spiritual well-being of all the persons involved in this case, including

Father Murphy. Now I await your response. -

Thank you for your assistance, and I have the honor to be, Your
Eminence,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, 0.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ARCH_MARSHALL. -
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CHANCERY ‘i

March 12, 1997

Most Reverend Agostino Cacciavillan
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to the United States
. Apostolic Nunciature

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008-3687

' Your Excellency,.

Enclosed is a letter from the Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland,
'0.S8.B., Archbishop of Milwaukee, to His Eminence, Gilberto Cardinal
. Agustoni, Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura
‘concerning an important matter of justice for certain persons in this
Archdiocese.

. .Would you please forward this letter to His Eminence by means of the
diplomatic pouch? '

In gratitude for vour cooperation in this regard, I have the honor to
be Your Excellency,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reveré%z James E. Connell . .
Vice Chancellor

3501 South Lake Drive. P.O. Box 07912
Milwatkee, W 53207-0912 o (414)769-3340

ARCH_MARSHALL -
01337



NYT-000041

00120 Gitta del Vaticano, 24 March 1997
Palazzo del 8. Utzio

{In responsione fiat mentio butus numert)

 Your Excellency,

In your letter of the 11 December 1966‘, ‘you requested direction regarding the
procedure to be followed in the cases of Revv. Lawrence C. MURPHY and Michael
T. NEUBERGER, priests af your Archdiocése accused of the crime of solicitation
during confession (cf. ¢. 1387). | ' :

In setting forth tlie matters in detail wich you have reported, the Congregation
would ask Your Exceliency to instrﬁct_'ﬂle reSpective processes in accord with the
‘attached "Instructio de modo procedendi in causis sollicitationis” with particular "
attention to numbers 5 and 55. While the norms of this docament remain in forcé, 'tﬁey ‘
must obviously be read them in light of the new canonical legistation especially with -
respect to the citation of canons.

With every good wish, 1 femain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

(enclosure)

His Excellency

Most Rev. Rembert G. WEAKLAND, O.S5.B. ‘

Archbishop of Milwaukee, USA 'ARCH_MARSHALL -
01338
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SUPREMUM

SIGNATURAE AROSTOLICAE : ‘ 9 April 1997
’I'RIBUNAL : :

PALAZZO DELLA CANCELLERIA
00120 CITTA DEL VATICANO

Prot. N. 2776997 VT

Your Excellency,

This Supreme Tribunal has received the letter of 10 March 1997, forwarded here
by the Most Rev. Pro-Nuncio on 25 March 1997, in which you request a "waiver of the
canonical requirements concerning peremptory time periods”™ in order that a penal process
might be brought against a priest accused of having committed the delict of solicitation
many years ago. ' R

‘ You make this request because the Cong‘regaﬁon for the Doctrine of the Faith has
not yet responded to your letter of 17 July 1996 and in the meantime a civil action has
been threatened by three persons who accuse the priest of solicitation.

This Supreme Tribunal, while acknowledging the gravity and urgency of the
~ situation you describe, is not competent to grant your request. For this reason, itis
forwarding your letter, with the attached documents, to the Congregatmn for the Doctrine -
of the Faith, which remains competent to deat thh this case.

Taking this occasion to express to Your Excellency my sentiments of respect and
esteem 1 remain :

Devotediy Youx's in Our Lord,

(c 66444’ z//{i?f;—-:

Gilberto Card. Agustoni
Prefect

+ Zenon Gracholewski

Secretary

His Excellency
The Most Rev. Rembert A. WEAKLAND
Archbishop of Milwaukee

cc:  The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
His Excellency, Archbishop Agostine Cacciavillan

ARCH_MARSHALL. -
01339
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METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL

NO._
KINDLY REFER TO THIS
NUMBER 1 YOUR REPLY

INCAUSA May 12, 1997

REDACTED

Dear .

Thank you for your May 5, 1997 letter. I am the Presiding Judge in the

case concerning Fr. Murphy. Pr. Connell asked that I respond to your
ingquiries. . -

We have very recently received word From the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith in Rome that we have permission to prosecute this
cage in the Church's courts despite the fact that the time limitations
have run out.

Therefore, the case will proceed to a conclusion and final decision.
Please be aware that this type of process is probably the most
complicated procedure that we do and that it will take some time,
perhaps a year or more, to complete. Also, please be aware that we are
trying‘to achieve justicé for all the persons involved.

We will be in touch with you in the future.

Sincerely,

Rev. Thomas T. Brundage
Judicial Vicar
ArchdioceBerf Milwaukee

REDACTED

ARCH_MARSHALL -
3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 07912 01341
Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912 » (414)769-3300
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

May 14, 1997
111/96 e 112/96-03971

His Excellency, Mons. Tarcisio Bertone
Secretary, The Sacred Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Vatican City State

Europe

-Your Excellency:

Thank you for your letter of March 24, 1997 regarding two priests of my

archdiocese who have been accused of the crime of solicitation during
confession.

In your letter, you advise me to instruct the cases in accord with the
"Instructio de modo procedendi in causis solliecitationis™ and to read
this document in light of the new cancnlcal legislation.

I will proceed in the instruction_of-both cases, despite the fact that
in both cases the peremptory time periods have expired according to
both the 1962 norms as well as thg 1983 Code of Canon Law.

'Thank you for your assxstance, and I have the honor to be, Your
'Excellency,

Sincerely yours in Christ

Rl G Dekle S o

Most: reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

30E South Lake Drive, PO Box 07912
Milwitukee, WESI207-0012 - 314769 3497
: ARCH_MARSHALL -
01346



3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE0DBMW.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

May 21, 1997

Reverend Thomas T. Brundage
Judicial Vicar

Archdiocese of Milwaukee
3501 sSouth Lake Drive

P. 0. Box 07912

Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912

Deér Father Brundage:

. In the temporary absence of His Excellency, the
Apostoliec Pro-Nuncio, I acknowledge your letter of May 16,
1997, with enclosure. '

. Please be assured that the correspondence to the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith will be duly
forwarded. -

With cordial regards and best wishes, I am,

Sincepely in Christ,

ey

—

Renato Volante
Charge d’Affaires a.i.

ARCH_MARSHALL -
01347
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June 10, 1897

Rev. Thomas Brundaae
3501 S. Lake Drive
Milwaukee, ¥Wigconsin

Dear Father Brundace:

I was stationed in Chicago as chaplain of the deaf from :
1955 until 1963, I believe it was in the early vart of that period
that several deaf teen acers who lived in Chicaago but attended
St.John's School in Milwaukee made some remarks that indicated
that Fr.Murphy was takino advantage of them. It was either at that
time or on another occasion that they or other deaf bovs mentioned
that he would go into their dormitory at night and suggested that
one of the bovs should come to his room to go to confession., I
did not discuss anv details with them.

I drove to Milwaukee to meet with the then Archbishop Mever.
Later he informed me that Fr. Murphy had at first denied the
charges but two weeks later admitted them. Fe was sent to some
ret:reat house in northern Wisconsin and told to return.to St.John':
to undue the harm he had done.At a convention of pastoral workers
with the deaf Larrv told me I should have gone directly to him wher
the matter came to licht with the Archbishop.

Dates and events are now fogugy in my memory but I do recall
verv clearlv the followino: a group of young deaf boys placed
circulars on the windshields of priests at a clercv meetinc accus-
ing Fr.Murphy of sexual activities with them.The deaf members of
a local newspawer's orinters’ union insisted that a strong article
be placed in one of the papers,Archbishop Cousins called a meeting
of the teachers at St.John's school but Fr, Murphvy was the inter~
preter at the weeting. I recall very vividly a deaf man stopping
to see me in Chicago and using the occasion to tell me that Fr.
Murphy had given him a catalogue of homo~-sexual bars,etc., in
various cities. I got the very strong feeling that this deaf man
was feeling guilty and wanted me to take action to defend deaf
persons and to put an end to Fr.Murphy's activities. I called
Archbishop Cousins and in response to his verv direct questions
indicated that I thought Fr.Murphy was still active and was 1in-
fluencing deaf persons. Shortlv after that Fr.Murphy was removed
from the diocese. At various conventions,workshops,etc., 1 some-

times mef deaf peovle who told me thay had seen him in Milwaukee,
ete,

On the telenhone I mentioned that the reports. concerning his
use of the confesgsional to provide homosexual activities seemed
serious enouch to me be revorted. % souaht the advice of our moral
professor at QOconomowoe and followed his advice to revort the
matter tc the Apostolic Delevate in Washington. What may have
happened I do not know. This was mv last involvement in the matter.

. Sincerely, o ¢ 0o 12:5
IV 7 2ENg

David Walsh. (CSsRr
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

1201 HUGHITT AVE.
~ P.O.BOX 969
SUPERIOR,, WISCONSIN. 54880

NYT-000050

DECREE

Deceraber 14, 1997

In the matter concerning Father Lawrence Murphy, a priest incardinated in the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, however, having domicile in the Diocese of Superior, I
hereby decree that the inquisition process cease and that the case be admitted to the trial
‘process outlined in the 1962 Instuctio “De Modo Procendendi In Causis Sollicitationis.”

Bishop Raphael Fliss -
Bishop of Superior

ARCH_MARSHALL -
01372
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

12017 HUGHITT AVE: o

P. O. BOX %9
SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 54880

Decree Citing the Accused

In accord with Chapter Two of the 1962 Instructio De Modo
Procedendi In Causis Sollicitationis and canon 1507 of the
1983 Code of Canon Law, I, the undersigned Presiding Judge
in this process against the Reverend Lawrence Murphy, hereby
cites the Reverend Murphy with regards to the accusations of
the crime of Sclicitation in the Confessional {(c¢. 1387) made
against him, The Reverend Lawrence Murphy is to respond in
writing to the undersigned within 15 usable days to make a
response to the charges that he solicited penitents to sin
against the Sixth Commandment during the time that he was

assigned to the St. John’s School for the Deaf in 3t.
Francls, Wisconsin.

In accoxrd with ce. 1481.1, and 1723, the Reverend Lawrence
Murphy is requested to engage a procurator-advocate and

within 15 usable days to present an authentic mandate to
this Tribunal.

The undersigned judge will be in contact with your advocate

in the near future for an interview date with the judges in
this case.

Finally, your advocate has been supplied with copies of the
“Inquisition Process” and the “Canonical Directives”
documents. You may wish to consult with your advocate about
these documents prior to the hearing.

ﬁgw Tl 7-

A M /7

Reverend Thomas T. Brundgage, J.C.L. :
Presiding Judge D‘M"‘ ' Q}‘O}’”\ D /Q W
Diocese of Superior, Wisconsin

3501 &, Lake Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53207 Notary

January 6, 1998

0011340



DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

1201 HUGHITT AVE.
P O--BOX-969--

SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 54880

January 10, 1998

To. Bishop Fliss, Bishop of Superior ‘/
Father Joseph Perry, Judge
Pather Jack Hopka, Judge _
Father Phil Reifenberg, Promoter of Justice
Father Patrick Lagges, advocate for the accused

Dear Bishop and Fathers;

NYT-000052

Enclosed are the documents refating to the new process against Father Murphy using the 1962 Norms. We
have processed the case through the citation of the respondent.  After Easter, I would expect to have an

interview with Murphy here in Milwaukes that would involve the judges, promoter, and advocate.

Sincerely,
Rev. Thomas T. Brundage, 1C
Pregiding Judge
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METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL

NG. . .
KINDLY REFER TOTHIS
NUMBER IN YOUR REPLY

© INCAUSA

January 5. 1998

REDACTED

" Dear.

As you may remember, I interviewed you last year and at the beginning of this New
Year, I wanted to write to you to keep you updated in the case concerning Fr. Lawrence
 ‘Murphy. Because of the special nature of the accusations against Murphy, a special
procedure has been applied in this matter. As part of the procedure, by law, the case was
transferred to the Diocese of Superior, Wisconsin, where Murphy has residence. Bishop
Fliss of Superior has agreed to take the case under his jurisdiction, meanwhile he has

appointed Fr. Thomas Brundage, J.C.L. of the Milwaukee tribunal , to be the Presiding
Judge. '

The procedure now being used is a much swifter process than what we originally
envisioned when this case began. It is our hope to have the case completed and a
sentence imposed {should he be found guilty) sometime this Spring. However, Murphy
would have the opportunity to appeal the case to the Holy See in Rome should he be
found guilty and he objected to the sentence, which may further delay the case.

I apologize for the great length of time that it is taking to resolve this matter. I ask for
your patience and prayers as we proceed to conclude this process. If I, or anyone in the
central office can assist you at this time, please do not hesitate to be in contact with us.

Sincerely Yours in Christ, '

Rev. John Aiello
Trbunal
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

REDACTED

3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 07912 ARCH
Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912 + (414)769-3300 “m‘%ig HALL -



"~ NYT-000054

......... e s s Reveren d Lawrence Mu rp hy S e -] 7‘6 % e Ot 48
P.0. Box 50 ]

Boulder Junction, WI 54512

12 January, 1998

His Excellency
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza della S. Ufficio 11
00193 Rome
ITALY

'Dear Cardinal Ratzinger:

I.am a priest of the Milwaukee Archdiocese, living in the Diocese of Superior in Wisconsin. 1
am writing to you about a procedure which was begun against me by the Superior Diocese at the
urging of the Milwaukee Archdiocese. It is a procedure concerning my dismissal from the
clerical state, using the Norms issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1962,

entitled mewuﬁw

- My case can be summarized as follows: In 1974, I resigned from the St. John School for the
Deaf, St. Francis, Wisconsin, in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, because of accusations of sexual
misconduct. Archbishop Cousins, then Archbishop of Milwaukee, agreed that I could reside at a
summer home owned by my family in the Superior Diocese. Ihave lived there ever since. My
‘ministry was never restricted, but [ received no further pastoral assignments. Because of my
ability to communicate in sign language, however, I was called upon to assist in this area from
time to time. Also, because my ministerial priesthood had not been restricted in any way, I also
assisted local parishes in the Superior Diocese when called upon. There have been no further
accusations against me since I left St. John’s in 1974.

Nearly five years ago, however, some former students of St. John’s began contacting the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, raising allegations against me. These were not allegations of recent
misconduct, but were for offenses allegedly committed between the years 1963 and 1969. Some
of the allegations involved solicitation in the confessional.

Without examining these accusations according to the 1962 norms, the Archdiocese of ‘
Milwaukee began penal proceedings against me, to dismiss me from the clerical state. When my
Advocate, Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D., from the Archdiocese of Chicago, pointed out that the
time limits had run out for bringing such cases to the penal process, the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee attempted to begin a procedure against me based on solicitation in the confessional.
My Advocate again pointed out that the proceedings could only be instituted by the diocese

ARCH_MARSHALL -
01331
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where [ was living, that is, the Superior Diocese. Therefore, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
prevailed upon the Diocese of Superior to begin these proceedings according to the 1962 Norms
published by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. A decree was issued on 6 January,
1998 informing me of this fact. The Diocese of Superior is using the personnel of the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee to prosecute the case.

1 am appealing to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith for the following reason: 1ask
that the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith declare the decree of citation by the Diocese
of Superior invalid. The accusations against me were for actions alleged to have taken place over
twenty-five years ago. This goes against the 1962 Norms which state that an action must be
brought within one month of the alleged solicitation.

" 1 am seventy-two years of age, your Eminence, and am in poor health. I have just recently
suffered another stroke which has léft me in a weakened state. I have followed all the directives
of both Archbishop Cousins and now Archbishop Weakland. I have repented of any of my past
transgressions, and have been living peaceably in northern Wisconsin for twenty-four years. 1
simply want to live out the time that I have left in the dignity of my priesthood. I ask your kind

‘assistance in this matter. '

Because of my poor health and the severity of the winter weather in Wisconsin, I will be v:smng
my brother in Houston, Texas until after Easter. Therefore, I would ask that any of your
‘correspondence until that time be addressed to my Advocate, Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D.,
Judicial Vicar, Archdiocese of Chicago, 155 East Superior Street, Chicago, IL. 60611, USA. I
have enclosed a copy of the mandate I'signed appointing Father Lagges my Procurator and
Advocate. 1 will keep Father Lagges apprised of my whereabouts until I return to my home in
Boulder Junction,

Sincerely yours in the Lord Jesus,

Qo Sauter C Ppley

(Rev.) Lawrence Murphy

ARCH_MARSHALL -
01382
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CASE NUMBER: S1/98 Superior

APPOINTMENT OF PROCURATOR AND ADVOCATE

.1, the undersigned, hereby authorize and appoint to act as Procurator and Advocate before the
Tribunal of the Diocese of Superior, Wisconsin in the above named process agamst me for the
crime of solicitation in the confessional:

Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D.
By this mandate I authorize the said Procurator and Advocate to act on my behalf before the
Tribunal of the Diocese of Superior with all the rights and privileges granted to the Procurator and

Advocate by ecclesiastical law, including the right of abandoning the case should it become
necessary. :

Rev. Lawrence Murphy

Mwﬁw

: Slgnature of Witness

1frz g9
Dateé-

I, Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D., accept the appoixitmcm as Procurator and Advocate to Rev.
Lawrence Murphy. Given at Chicago, Illinois, on this 14th day of January, 1998.

ip , .

Rev. Patrick R. Lagges

ARCH_MARSHALL -
701383
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CONGREGATIO IR0 Chita del Vaticano, - 6 April’ 1998
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI Palazzo del S. Ulfizio
. 1119606252

{1t responsione fiat mentio hutus mumert}

CONFIDENTIAL

Your Excellency,

I am writing in relation to the case, already known to you, of Fr Lawrence
MURPHY, 2 priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee who resides at present in Boulder
‘Junction (W1}, accused of solicitation in confession against disabled minors. Fr MURPHY

wrote a letter dated 12 January, 1998 to this Congregation requesting that the Decree of
- citation issued from your diocesan Tribunal on 6 January be declared invalid because of
- disconformity with the norms of the "Instructio de modo procedendi in causis sollicitationis”
since "an action must be brought within one month of the alleged solicitations”.

Fr Murphy also stated that he wished to live out the time that he has'left in the dignity
of his priesthood and added the following considerations:

- the accusations refer to actions alledged to have taken place over 25 years ago (1963-
69), ' :
- in 1974 "because of accusations of sexual misconduct” he resigned from St John's
school and in agreement with the then Archbishop of Wilwaukee took up residence in
Superior with no further pastoral assignment,

- he has always followed the instructions given him by both the former and the present
Archbishop of Milwaukee and has lived peaceably in Northern Wisconsin for 25 years,

- he is now 72 years old with delicate health and declares that he is repented of any
past sins.

Y

. His Excellency
Most Rev. Raphael Michael FLISS
Bishop of SUPERIOR, U.S.A. ARCH MARSHALL -
01386
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This Congregation, after an attentive examination of the whole situation, would like
to point out firstly that the finality of the period of one month fixed by the norms of the
_ "Instructio” was to bring the penitent to comply with the obligation imposed by canon.904
of the 1917 Code (not incidentally adopted formally by the 1983 Code), and not to fix a term

. for penal action.

‘ Secondly and taking into consideration what has been expressed by Fr Murphy in his

_ letter, and before deciding upon a judicial process to establish the canonical responsibilities
of the accused priest, this Congregation invites Your Excellency to give careful consideration
to what canon 1341 proposes as pastoral measures destined to obtain the reparatzon of scandal
~ .and the restoration of justice.

1 take the opportunity to wish you a blessed Easter in the joy of the risen Chnst and
with sincere respects, | remain,

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

«@mm Gt
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'DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

1201 HUGHITT AVE.
P. O.-BOX 969

~ NYT-000059

SUPERIOR,. WISCONSIN 548380

April 30, 1998

Reverend Thomas T. Brundage
Presiding Judge - Metropolitan Tribunal
Arxchdiocese of Milwaukee _
3501 South Lake Drive, PO Box 07912
- Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912

- RE: Fr. Lawrence Murphy
Dear Fr. Brundage:

Today Bishop Fliss received the enclosed document from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of Faith about the above referenced.

He asked that I forward the original of this document to you for your attention.
May God bless you with the joyful bl_es_singé of Easter.
Fraternally in Christ,

Fr. Philip J. Heslin
Moderator of the Curia

Enclosure

cc: Most Rev. Raphael M. Fliss
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

1201 HUGHITT AVE. NYT-000060
P. O. BOX 969

SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 54880

May 13, 1998

Monsignor Tarcisio Bertone
Secretary

The Sacred Congregatxon for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Vatican City State
Europe

RE: Prot. N. 111/96-06252

Your Excellency:

I wish to gratefuily acknowledge your letter of April 6, 1998 regarding Fr. Lawrence Murphy,
a priest of the Milwaukee Archdiocese who lives in the Diocese of Superior.

'A'ft'é::'r' having carefully conmsidereéd your request that the pastoral measures expressed in Canon
1341 be employed, it is my judgment that all reasonable pastoral methods have been
exhausted. 1 have come to the ¢onclusion that scandal cannot be sufficiently repaired, nor
justice sufficiently restored, without a judicial trial against Fr. Murphy.

The scandal and the sense of injustice that pervades the deaf Catholic community is of such a
'Ievel that demands the careful administration of justice in this very tragic situation.

I have instructed the Tribunal to employ the 1962 Norms in this process, as per your request.

Sincerely in Christ,

Coploc e

Most Reverend Raphael M. Fliss
Bishop of Superior

“bee: Reverend Thomas T. Brundage
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Lawrence Murphv .
On_February 8, 1996 1 received an inguiry from Paul Janette Who

385,

491,

Vb2,

returned from the Boulder Junction address. Apparentiy a phone’ call
to St. Ann's Rectory in Boulder Junction revealed that Lawrence
generally goes to visit a brother in Texas for the winter and closes
up his residence for the season.
: RJIS

Lawrence Murphy
On May 30, 1998 I joined Archbishop Weakland and Bishop Fliss in
meeting w1th Archbishop Bertone and staff regarding the case. It

‘became clear that the Congregation was not encouraging us to
proceed with any formal dismissal on the basis of 24 vyears of

apparent good conduct and the precept impeding exercise of orders
currently in effect. ' We were also cautioned about the difficulty of
the question of the Confessional, both in terms of the strict
canonical definition of the crime as well as the time lapse between
obtaining the information and acting thereon.  Archbishop Bertone
noted  that disobedience of  any precept forbidding contact’ with
community members could form the basis for another canonical
process. ' -

Lawrence Murphy RJS

On July 1, 1998 in the context of a meeting mth Attorney M. Flynn
and Archdmcesan office heads I learned that the deaf community had
urgently requested that his name be registered with the State as an
offender, that some money be provided to victims and that he never
be buried as a priest in order to underscore the seriousness of his

‘actions. I learned that a relationship had continued up to two years

after his move to Boulder Junction.
- RIS

‘Lawrence Murphy

On July 22, 1988 1 joined Archbishop Weakland in meetmg with
T.Brundage, B.A. Cusack, C.Deehr-Koocb, J. Mullooly, Fr.Patrick

-Leagges (of the Chicago Tmbunal) and L. anseckl in discussing the

current status of Archdiocesan action agamst Fr. Lawrence Murphy.
In. discussion of various options and in view of the absence of any

funeral directives, it was decided that the precepts would be
repeated and reinforced, eéspecially -with regard to lack of contaet -

with members of the deaf community, that his agreement would be
sought for a private funeral with closed casket at St. Ann Parish in

Boulder Junction upon -the occasion of his death, that a letter of-

apology to the deaf community would be requested immediately, that
the Archdiocese would iInvestigate the extent of his personal
property and prepare a statement from the Archdiocese to be given
to the deaf community accompanying his own letter of apology.

RJS
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO | YTG00062
Metropolitan Tribunal

312-751-8384 ——FAX: 312-751-8314

P.0. Box 1979 Chicago IL 60690 - - , 155 E. Superior Chicago IL 60611

15 May, 1998

REV THOMAS T BRUNDAGE

ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE

3501 SOUTH LAKE DRIVE
MILWAUKEE WI 53207-0912

. Dear Tom:

‘Enclosed is a draft of an outline of the procedure that is described in the document from
CDF. I’'m not sure that I got everything, so you might want to give this to Jack Hopka for his

‘ review. [ just wanted to get something down on paper, especially with regard to the
' interrogation of the accused

T am also enclosing a list of questions that I would like asked of the witnesses. As you can
see, they are very détai]‘ed and specific, but that’s what is called for'in the CDF document.-

I left you a voice mail last week that Father Murphy has agreed to come to Milwaukee on
June 30th to be interviewed. I hope that day is still OK with you. As I mentioned in my
voice mail message, when he said that he didn’t know if he would be physically able to
withstand the trip and the interview, I asked him to get a medical opinion on that. I hope that

was all right with you. He did seem awﬁzily weak on the phone, though, and his speech was
slightly slurred. ,

- T'will be away from the office the weeks of May 18 and 25, and then agam the week of June

8. Talso have a talk to give at Notz‘e Dame on June 16-17. Gther than that, I wiil be in the
office.

Fraternally,

2

[

(Rev.) Patrick R. Lagges
Judicial Vicar
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- ——PROCESS FOR CASES INVOLVING THE CRIME OF SOLICITATION ~ =~ "

1. The case is heard by the ordinary of the place where the accused resides. If the
~ accusation is made in another place, the ordinary of that place is to forward all documents
to the ordinary of the place where the accused resides.

2. The case is committed to a cleric or to a collegiate tribunal, which can employ two
assessors to be chosen from among the judges of the diocese.

3. The ordinary is to nominate a promoter of justice, defender of the accused, and a
notary, all of whom are to be priests. The notary must be present for all the acts
of the case. The promoter of justice must at least inspect all the acts of the case.

4. - Al must be putﬁnderthe oath of secfecg; of the Holy Office.

5.  RECEPTION OF THE DENUNCIATION: a.} An oath must be administered according
1o a specific formula; b.) the interrogation is to be made according to a specific formula
so that each and every circumnstance is noted, and the responses committed to writing.

The denunciation could also be done in writing before the ordinary or his delegate.

6. - Presentation of the case to the promoter of justice, who must decree in writing whether
~ the crime is present or not, and submit the case to the Holy Office.

7. INQUISITION PERIOD: (a.) The personnel file of the accused should be searched
" to see if there were any previous accusations; (b.) witness testimony should be gotten
from two ecclesiastics familiar with both the denouncer and the denounced, concerning
the life, morals, and public reputation of both the denouncer and the denounced; whether
the denouncer is credible or capable of lying, and whether there is any evidence of hatred, -
grudge, or enmity between the two. If needed, two witnesses can be permitted for each
- party, but it would be better if the same two witnesses were used for both parties.

Extrajudicial information is also sufficient; (c.) other people can be questioned who have
also been solicited. ‘

8. Presentation of all the material to the promoter of justice to ensure that all the procedures
have been followed correctly.

9. Decision by the ordinary of the place: (a.) The accusation lacks foundation, and the
documents should be destroyed; (b.) The accusation is too vague, and the documents are
to be remanded to the archives; (¢.) Insufficient proof is present, but the accused is to be
admonished; (d.) There is sufficient foundation, and the accused ought to be cited
according to the prescriptions of the Code of Canon Law.

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT

ARCH_MARSHALL -
01394



il.

12.

_ACCUSATORY PERIOD: (a.). The accused is informed of the accusation according to

DRAFT DRAFT . DRAFT. DRAFT  DRAFT  DRAFT  DRAFT

NYT-000064

canonical principles. (b) The accused is urged to confess any crimes of which he might
be aware. (c.) If heconfesses the crime of solicitation, the promoter of justice writes this
down and immediately concludes the case with a decision, having given the accused the
option of acception the decision or going through a trial. (d.) Ifthe accused denies the
accusation, the judge must declare the deliberations open.

DELIBERATION PERIOD: (a) The judge can suspend the accused from all or some
sacred functions or order him to go to a predetermined place. (b.) The accused is to be
interrogated according to a specific formula: [11 The accused is not to be bound by an
oath to tell the truth. [2] The accused is to be asked if he knows why he has been
summoned, and if so, he should be invited to confess any crime, expressing the names of
those whom he solicited, the words or facts or other circumstances of the alleged crimes.
This can take place over a period of days if the person has difficulty remembering the
events. The confession can also be made in writing. The judge will then compare the
confession with the other material in the acts of the case. [3] If the accused does not
know why he has been summoned, it will be explained to him, and he will be asked if he
perpetrated any of the crimes. [4] If he responds affirmatively, he will be asked to make
a spontaneous. confession as before. [5] If he responds negatively, he is to be read the
decree indieting him. [6] He will then be asked to relate the story of his own life-and
career, where he was boin, where educated, any academic honors, where lives, what
offices and duties he had been assigned, etc. He will also be asked if he has any enemies,
who they are, and what the cause is of their enmity. [7] He will then be asked about the

_ particuldrs of persons, places and circumstances of the times brought out in the-
“accusations: e.g., where the confessional is, whether he received penitents in his room
‘before or after confession; whether he put books at their disposal; whether he would

speak for a long time with a penitent behind closed doors, whether it took place ona

- particular day, etc. {8] The judge will then state to the accused the specific denunciations

completely, omitting only the names, beginning with the less serious and slowly
proceeding to the more serious. [9] The judge will then bring up to the accused other

. crimes not pertaining to the Holy Office, and will inform him of other denunciations.

[10] The judge will then ask the accused what he feels about the sixth precept of the
decaiogue and the sacrament of penance, whether he thinks it is licit for a confessor to act

“in such a way toward a penitent, whether he is familiar with the penalties for solicitation
" in the confessional, and if he thinks his actions were in no way sinful. [10] The judge

will then ask the accused if he wants the process continued, whether he would be content
with a defender assigned by the Tribunal or wishes to appoint his own, and whether he

‘wishes to have the examination of those denouncing him repeated. If he has witnesses in

his defense or wishes to have the denouncers re-examined, the session is to be suspended.

- [11] After ali the material has been collected, it will be presented to the promoter of -

justice, who will declare whether there is anything more to be done in the matter. [12]

. At the end of each session, the testimony is to be read back to the accused, and he is -

asked to sign it, along with taking the oath of secrecy.

Decree concluding the case

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

Delegation of a judge other than the one who conducted the investigation, if possible.

Designation of a defender of the accused by the Judge w:th peremptory time periods
being assigned for preparation of a defense. .

Written report fmm the promoter of justice.

Decision.of the 3udge elther (a) Condemnatory, (b) Aquittal; or (¢) Abandonment of case

"zf fhe mattcr is doubﬁul

Publication of the sentence to the party, with right of appeal specified.

~ Appgal must be made within 10 days tempus utile.

The imposition of the penalty.

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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_ ,,Q,UESIITIDNS,EORIHOSE_DENQIJNQING FATHER MURPHY

Please explain in detail to each of the denouncers that the ONLY thing we are asking
about in this session is Father Murphy’s behavior toward that particular person in the
confessional - either before the sacramental confession started, during the sacramental
encounter itself, or after the sacramental confession, provided it was based on the advice
or statements that Father Murphy made in the confessional. (They should also be given

the opportunity, at the end of the session, to submit the names of others who they believe
were solicited.) '

Ask each withes_s to describe the confessional.

Ask each witness to describe how he went to confession. That is, was it face to face?
~ Through written notes? Through a partial screen? Efc.

Ask each witness if he ever went to confession in any other places to Father Murphy?
a.) Ifthis is affirmative, ask them the above questions (numbers 2 and 3).

Ask each witness if Father Murphy actually abused him sexually, or touched him in a
sexual manner, or engaged in any genital contact, in the confessional.

Ask each witness if Father Murphy talked to him about sexual matters in the .
confessional. If he did, ask what those conversations were about. Also ask if other
-priests would similarly ask about sexual matters in the confessional (to see if this
-is something that was a normal part of confessions for the deaf in the 60s).
- iy .

Ask each witness if Father Murphy invited himto see him afterward to talk about
these matters. If so, how often did this occur, when specifically did this occur,
where he asked him to go, how he would describe the place where they went,
how he would describe what happened when they went there.

Ask each witness what made him think that this was related to what Father Murphy
talked to them about in the sacrament of penance. For example, did he ever sexually
abuse you at other times? Did he abuse others at other times? Etc.

Ask each witness if he told anyone about this. If so, when? and What was the
“person’s reaction?

Ask each witness how he reacted to the abuse that occurred in the confessional. For
‘example, did he try to go to confession to another priest or avoiding confession
altogether? Did he try to avoid Father Murphy from that point onward?

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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11. Ask each witness why he waited for more than thirty years to bring these matters
to the Church’s attention. Accordings to previous testimony,. % these malte
between 1963 and 1969;" Wwas abused between 1966 and 1968: and
was abused between 1963 and 1965 2

12. Ask each witness to describe, in chromological order, any contact he may h A
with Father Mutphy after the witness left St. John's. ¥ bave had

13. - Ask each witness why he had contact with Father Murphy after he left St. John’s

14. Ask each witness if Father Murphy ever helped him in any way afier leavi
- John’s, and describe the nature of that help. ' Yy alter leaving St.

15. Ask each witness if Father Murphy ever refused to help him in any way after

Jeaving St. John’s, and describe the nature of that refusal.

16. Ask each witness if there is anything else that Father Murphy has done that has
. angered the witness.

17. Ask each witness if he knows and understands that Father Murphy can no longer
_function as a priest because the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and the Diocese of

Superior have forbidden him to-act in that capacity.

18.  Ask each witness what more the Archdiocese of Milwaukee or the Diocese of
Superior could do that they have not already done to make sure that Father
Murphy never functions again as a priest.

19.  For and - Ask how giving them money will do for th
the suspension of Father Murphy has not done. ' em what

20.  Ask each witness if he knows and understands that theologically Father Murphv wili
- ALWAYS be a priest, no matter what is done to him by the Archdiocese Ol;rp y wil
Milwaukee or the Diocese of Superior. (This may take some explaining )

Questions submitted 5/15/98

Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, 1.C.D.
Procurator and Advocate for Rev. Lawrence Murphy

REDACTED
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Dear Bishops:

After receiving the CDF's letter indicating that there is no statue of limitations in cases such as LMs', | met last week with the
3oard for the deaf ministry in the Archdiocese. | inquired if there were any pastoral measures that still could be used to
resolve this matter. | received a very firm message (and 1 believe it is reflective of the larger community) that the only justice
for the deaf community would be the removal from the clerical state for LM.

| heard phrases such as "that man should not be allowed to be buried in priestly robes,” and "there are just so manylvictims."
| explained that even if we find him guilty here in Milwaukee, the case would probably be appealed to the Holy See and there
is no guarantee that our decision would stick. Their response was that even one affirmative decision from the Tribunal in

Milwaukee, would do a great deal of good for the deaf community, and that they would then feel as though they have been
heard,

N 1]

all pastoral measures have been exhausted and that we should proceed with the case. Bishop Fliss then wrote a letter to the
CDF acknowledging their letter and indicating that he has ordered the case to proceed according to the 1962 norms.

Bishop Fliss stated that he wanted to biing-up this matter to_'the CDF when he is making his ad-limina visit. 1agreedto
assemble some notes about the case for him in preparation for this meeling. Would either or both of you want the same
notes?

I have set a June 30, 1998 deposition date for LM. 1will be inteniewing a couple more victims between now and then.

Before the LM intendew, | will send a strong letter to LM strongly advis-ihg him to contact Jim Connell to begin the laicization
process. : .

I either of you'have any thoughts or concemns about these developments, please let me know.
eace,

Tom

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI Palazzo ddl S, Ufiizio

;111/96 - 06888

(} 8 FOSTHRISIOY FLL RROIS Y PRI WS

Pror.

CONFIDENTIAL

Your Excellency:

This Congregation forwards to you, as agréed, the documentation from the meeting
of May 30, 1998, concerning the case of the¢ Rev. Lawrence Murphy, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee accused of solicitation in the sacrament of Confession who is
currently resident in the Diocese of Superior. At this meeting, in addition to Your
'Excellency, Bishop Raphael Fliss and Bishop Richard Skiba also took part.

This Dicasfery has every hope that the priest in question will demonstrate a
willingness to cooperate in the solution to this painful case which will favour the good of

souls and avoid scandal. -

With kind regards and prayerful best wishes, 1 remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

- enclosure -

His Excellency
Most Reverend Rembert WEAKLAND
Archbishop of Milwaukee, USA

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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Riassunto dell'incontro dei Superiori CDF con
gl Ecc.mi Presuli interessati al caso del Rev. Lawrence C. MURPHY,
sacerdote accusato di sollccltazmne in Confessione (Prot.N, 111/96)

L'incontro si ¢ svolto sabato 30 maggio 1998 nella sede della CDF. Per la CDF erano
presenti: S.E. Mons. Tarcisio Bertone, Segretario, il quale ha presieduto la riunione, il R.P.
Gianfranco Girotti, Sotte-Segretario, Don Antonio Manna dell' Ufficio Disciplinare, Don Michael
Jackels (traduttore) e P. Antonio Ramos. Erano presenti gli Ecc.mi Presuli che avevano richiesto
'incontro: S.E. Mons. Rembert Weakland, Arcivescovo di Milwaukee (USA), il suo Ausiliare,
S.E. Mons. Richard Skiba e S.E. Mons. Raphael Fliss, Vescovo di Superior (USA).

1. S.E. Mons. Weakland ha esposto brevemente i precedenti del caso, facendo rilevare
quanto segue: 1) risultano molte le vittime di abusi da parte del Rev. Murphy, tutte non-udenti;
2) nel 1974 vi fu un intervento nei confronti del Rev. Murphy, ma niente venne registrato negli
archivi dell’arcidiocesi (sembro trattarsi di un-processo civile, conclusosi senza che fosse imposta
pena alcuna all’accusato e I'intervento consistette nell’inviare detto sacerdote in un'altra diocesi,
i.e. Superior); 3) la comunita dei non-udenti al presente mantiene una grande indignazione a
motivo di questo caso e rifiuta ogm soluzione pastorale; 4) a causa del lungo periodo di tempo-
trascorso da quando avvennero i fatti, non & pi possibile avviare nello stato di Wisconsin un
processo civile; 5) il Rev. Murphy non ha nessun senso di rimorso € sembra non rendersi
conto della gravita di quel che ha fatto. Inoltre, 6) ¢'¢ il pericolo di grande scandalo qualora
il caso venisse pubbhclzzato dalla stampa. Secondo le testimonianze raccolte, i misfatti del
Murphy avrebbero ongme nella Confessxone

2. S.E. il Segrctario CDF - nel sottolineare sia il lungo periodo di tempo ormai trascorso
(piu di 35 anni!) da quando ebbero luogo i fatti, che costituisce il vero problema anche canonico,
¢ il fatto che non risultano notizie di altri delitti perpetrati o di scandali suscitati dal Murphy
durante -questi anni a Superior - sostiene che non vi sono elementi sufficienti per istruire un
processo canonico. Tuttavia - rileva - & inaccettabile che egli possa recarsi a celebrare
I"Eucaristia nella comunita dei non-udenti a Milwaukee; occorrera percid impedirglielo, facendo
ricorso anche ad alcuni rimedi penali. Per motivi cautelari, gh si pud intimare di celebrare
I'Eucaristia soltanto nella diocesi di Superior, tanto piu che vi & 1'accordo sia del suo Ordinario,
i.e. I'Arcivescovo di Milwaukee, che dell'Ordinario del luogo dove egli msiede. Tale
provvedimento perd dovra essergli comunicato per scritto.

3. In merito all’eventualita di un processo canonico per i delitto di sollecitazione in
Confessione, S.E. il Segretario attira 1'attenzione su alcuni problemi che esso presenta: 1°)
innanzitutto la difficolta di provare un tale delitto, la cui interpretazione dovra essere fatta "in
stricto sensu”; 2°) la difficoltd che hanno i sordomuti a fornire prove ¢ testimonianze senza
aggravare i fatti, tenuto conto sia dei limiti inerenti alla loro menomazione che della distanza dei
fatti nel tempo. Comunque - sottolinea - occorrera far riflettere seriamente il Murphy sulla
gravitd del male da lui operato e sul fatto che dovra dare prove di ravvedimento. 3) Accenna

infine all'ampio diritto di difesa che esiste negli USA e alle difficolta che sarebbero poste dagli
avvocatl in questo senso.
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H

paragonato a un bambino "difficile” - una dichiarazione di pentimento; tutti e tre gli psicologi
che lo hanno esaminato, lo ritengono un pedofilo "tipico”, il quale pertanto "si crede vittima".
Al riguardo il Sotto-Segretario, P. Gianfranco Girotti, ribadisce che detto sacerdote dovra dare
segni chiari di pentimento, "altrimenti si dovra ricorrere ad un processo”. S.E. il Segretario
‘propone di imporgli un-periodo di ritiro spirituale insieme ad un salutare ammonimento per poter
~comprendere se realmente egli sia pentito o meno, altrimenti si esporrebbe al rischio che gli
vengano imposte misure pill rigorose, non esclusa la dimissione dallo stato clericale. Consiglia
poi di affidarlo a un sacerdote come suo direttore spirituale, con incontri periodici di uno o due
mesi.

5. S. E. il Segretario infine riassume i due punti centrali delia linea da seguire nei
confronti del sacerdote in parola: 1°) la restrizione territoriale della celebrazione eucaristica
€ 2% I'ammonimento per indurlo a mostrarsi pentito. :
Prima delia conclusione dell'incontro, S.E. Mons. Weakland tiene a riaffermare che
sara difficile far comprendere alla comunita dei sordomuti la lieve entita di questi provvedimenti.

30 maggio 1998
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August 15, 1998

Bishop Fliss
Diocese of Superior
1201 Hughitt Ave.
Superior, WI 54880

Dear Bishop Fliss:

Thank you for the time on the phone a couple of weeks ago. In that discussion, 1
indicated that I had put the CDF letter through a computer translator. have enclosed a
copy of the translation. It is a very rough translation and the computer certainly cannot
distinguish some of the peculiarities of canon law. Nevertheless, it does give us non-
Italian speakers a rough idea of what happened.

Peace to you and again thanks,

e

Rev. Thomas T. Brundage
Judicial Vicar
- Archdiocese of Milwuakee

C010671

3301 South Lake Drive. PO Box 07912
SHEaaakes, W1 53207-0912 ¢ (3147093300



NYT-000073

Resume of the meeting of the Superiors of C(DF with
the prlates interested to the case of the Rev. Lawrence
C. MURPHY, a priest accused of solicitation in
Confession (Prot.N. 111/96)

The meeting occurred Saturday May 30 the 1998 in the
center of the CDF., For the CDF they were present: S.F.
Mons. Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary, which has presided
at the meeting, the R.P. Gianfranco Girotti, Under
Secretary,Pon Anthony Manna of the Disciplinary
office, Don Michael Jackels (translator) and P.

- Anthony Ramos. They were introduced to those who

requested the meeting: S.F. Mons. Rembert Weakland,
Archbishop of Milwaukee (USA), his Assistant, S.E.

~Mons. Richard Sklba andS.¥. Mons. Raphael Fliss, Bishop
‘of Superior (USA). ' '

1. 8.B. Mons. Weakiand has briefly described the

issued, making notice of the following: 1) there are a
lot of the wvictims of abuse by the Rev. Murphy, all not
identified; 2) in 1974 there was an intervention
towards the Rev. Murphy, but nothing was recorded in
the files of archdiocese (this occurred after the

threat of a civil trial, concluding with the imposition

of the punishment for the accused and which
resulted in the priest being sent to another diocese,
i.e. Superior); 3) the community of the deaf at present

‘maintains a great indignation for this case and it
refuses every pastoral solution; 4) because of the long

period of time spent from the facts:of the case, it is
no longer possible to start a civil trial in the state
of Wisconsin; 5) the Rev. Murphy doesn't have any
sense of remorse and it seems not to realize -
gravitates it of that that you/he/she has done.
Besides, 6} there and the danger of big scandal if the
case was publicized by the press. According to the
picked testimonies, the misdeeds of the Murphy would
have origin in the Confession.

2. The Secretary CDF underlined the long period of
time by now departed {more than 35 years!) from when
they took place, that it also constitutes a true

canonical problem, and the fact that no other

accusations news of crimes or scandals have arisen from
during the years to he has been in Superior and that
there are not enough elements to instruct a canonical
trial. Yet it notices and unacceptable that he can
celebrate the Eucharist in the community of the deaf
community of Milwaukee; the diocese will need therefore
to prevent him from celebrating Eucharist, and may also
recourse to gome penal remedies. Fr. Murphy can be
summoned 'him to celebrate the Bucharist only in the
diocese of Superior only with permission of his

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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Ordinary i.e. the archbishop of Milwaukee and that @{fT-000074
the ordinary one of the place where he resides. Such
permission however must be communicated to him in

writing.

3. Regarding the eventuality of a canonical
trial for the crime of solicitation in Confession,
‘S.F. the Secretary attracts the attention on some
problems that it introduces: 1 ()} The innate difficulty
trying such a crime, whose interpretation must be done
strict secrecy; 2 The difficulty that they have the
furnish proofs and testimonies without increasing the
scandal, taking into account some inherent limits of
the impairment caused bythe distance of the facts in
the time. However the case underlines the need to
reflect seriously on the grave evil perpertrated by him
and on the fact that there needs to be proof of the
evil.

' 3) it should be mentioned to the generous law of
defense that exists in USA and the difficulties that
would arisge from the execution of this case.

4.. §S.F. Mons. Weakland should try to have the Rev.
- Murphy declared impeded from ministry; Three
psychologists would have to examine him, decide if he
is a typical pedofile, which therefore. To the The
Secretary, Gianfranco Girotti, stated that the priest
must give clear gigns of repentance, otherwise he must
be applied to a trial.. It is recommended that Fr.
‘Murphy be entrusted it to a priest who like his
spiritual director then would have periodic meetings
with him every one or two months.

5. 5. F. finally the Secretary restates the two
‘central points to be followed towards the priest in
question: 1 () the territorial restriction of the
celebration eucharist and 2 ()} the needed remorse and
reform of the priest.

Before the conclusion of the meeting, S8.F. Mons.
- Weakland reaffirmed the difficulty he will have
explaining this to the community of the deaf.

May 30 th 1998

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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ARCHDIOCESE :IE@OF MILWAUKEE

OFFICEOFTHEARCHBISHOP

August 19, 1998

Re: Murphy. Prot N. 111/96

His Excellency
" Most Reverend Tarcisio Bertone, S.D. B

- Secretary, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11
00193 Rome ITALY

Your Exceliency,

Thank you. for the summary of the meetmg that |, Bishop Fliss, and Bishop Skiba
-had with you in Rome on May 30, 1998, regarding Father Lawrence C. Murphy, a priest
of the Milwaukee Archdiocese accused of solicitation in the confessional. | found the
document an excellent summary of our conversation.

- After | returned home from the ad limina visit, | met with my advisors to put
"‘together a pastoral plan that would address the needs of Father Murphy, the victims of

the abuse, and the wider Catholic deaf commumty in Milwaukee. | wish to briefly inform
you of the decxsnons | have made i in this regard. :

First, | have instructed my Jud|c1al Vicar to formally abate the ]udlcxai process
that had begun against Father Murphy

Secondly, | have instructed our canonists to immediately begin an administrative
process to have Father Murphy declared krregular for Ministry (C. 1044.2, 2). Following
your suggestion, | certainly witl have Father Murphy assessed by psychological experts
as part of this process. Ample care will be provided so that ali of Father Murphy’s rights
are respected throughout the process. | should note also that Father Murphy has an
advocate in these matters, Father Patrick Lagges, J.C.D., of the Chicago Archdiocese.

Thirdly, | plan on strengthening the precepts that have already been placed upon
Father Murphy. 1 need to do this to assure that Father Murphy does not continue to seek
contact with members of the deaf community, which often in the past has resuited in
considerable dismay in the deaf community.

3301 South Lake Drive PO, Box 07912 ARCH MARSHALL -
Milwaukee. WE33207-Q912 - (41 4)769-3497 “01 442
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ARCHDIOCESE%"'@OF MILWAUKEE

OFFICEOF THE ARCHBISHOP

' August 19, 1998

- His’ Excellency -
Most Reverend Tarcisio Bertone, S D.B. :
Secretary, Congregat:on for the Doctrine of the Faith -2

Working with my Vicar for Clergy, | wiii"str'ongly urge Father Murphy to write
letters of apology to the persons whom we know he has sexually abused. | assure you

that there will be no reference in any form concerning the sacrament of penance in these
letters. : .

Also, sesing that Father Murphy is in poor health | have also drawn up plans for

his funera! that will be pastorally sensitive to the needs of Father Murphy‘s family as well
- as the needs of the deaf community.

~ Finally, we will continue to pay for the counseling for any of the victims of the
‘sexual abuse.

Again, | wish to express my appreciation for your concern about this grave
pastoral situation in my Archdiocese.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
PRED AN RIS YN PO S B S

‘Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

3501 South Lake Drive. PO Box 07912 ARCH_MARSHALL -
Milwaukee, W153207-0912 - (414)769-3497 01443
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ARCHDIOCESE JJE{OF MIIWAUKEE

OFFICEOF THE ARCHBISHOP

September 2, 1998

His Excellency
M. Rev. Tarcisio Bertone, 5.D.B.
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11
00193 Rome, ITALY
Prot. N. 111/96-06888

Your Excellency,

I am writing to inform you that Father Lawrence Murphy, a priest of the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee accused of solicitation in the Sacrament of Confession and resident in the Diocese of
Superior (cf. your prototol number), died on August 21, 1998, of natural causes. Iam writing
to inform you that you can now close your files on this sad case.

Although we thought the family had agreed to a private funeral Mass at the chape! of
one of our cemeteries and that the casket would be closed, they did just the opposite, defied
our agreement, invited people from the deaf community to attend, had the casket open and
Father dressed in full vestments. The Mass was celebrated by the Auxiliary Bishop of Mil-

- waukee, His Excellency Bishop Richard Skiba. Bishop Skiba, in his carefully prepared words,
alluded to the good work Father Murphy did, but also, in deference to the deaf community
present, had to mention that some shadows had been cast on his ministry.

In spite of these difficulties, we are still hoping we can avoid undue publicity that wouid
be negative toward the Church.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Maost Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

: ARCH_MARSHALL 00114
3501 South Lake Drive. PO. Box 07912
Milwaukee W133207-0912-(414)769-3497
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ARCHDIOCESE JJE{OF MIIWAUKEE

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

September 2, 1998

His Excellency

M. Rev. Agostino Cacciavillan
Apostolic Nunciature

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W,
Washington DC 20008-3687

Your Excel téncy,

NYT-000078

1 am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent to Archbishop Bertone of the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

in the event the Murphy family writes to you in protest, I would like to inform
you that they never took seriously the multiple accusations of sexual abuse of boys
against Father Lawrence Murphy that have been reported to us and verified. Since
these also involved confessional circumstances, we had been working with the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith as to how to proceed.

Many blessings.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.5.B.

Archbishop of Milwaukee

Enclosure

3501 South Lake Drive, PO, Box 07912
Mitwankee. W1 53207-0912 - (414)769-3497
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. CONGREGATIO it o o voson, SCPUGTIDET 28, 1998
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI Palazzo del S. Utfizio

pnom. . 11/96 - 06996

(Bn responsione fiat mentio busis mumeri)

Your Excellency:

: Thank you for your kind letter of September 2, 1998, informing this Congfegatién
that the Reverend Father Lawrence Muiphy, a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and
resident in the Diocese of Superior, died on August 21, 1998. .

Having taken noie of his passing, the case of the accusation made against Father
Murphy of solicitation in the Sacrament of Confession is, in effect, closed. -

- "This Dicastery commends Father Murphy to the mercy of God, and shares with you
the hope that the Church will be spared any undue publicity from this matter.

With kind regards and prayerful best wishes, 1 am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Raririo Fdlonr

His Excellency

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee, USA

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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Under Bishop Fliss’ authority, a new tribunal was constituted in the Diocese of Superior
to hear this case and the accused was again cited.

On January 6, 1998, Fr. Murphy wrote a letter to the CDF making an formal exception to
the case being heard on the basis that the peremptory time period had elapsed. On April
6, 1998, Bishop Fliss received a letter from the CDF dismissing Fr. Murphy’s exception
and clarifying that there are no set time periods for prosecuting cases of solicitation.

* Present status of the case:

Three alleged victims will be interviewed by the Tribunal during late May, 1998 and
June, 1998. On June 30, 1998, Father Murphy will be interviewed by the Tribunal. A
decision should be coming during the month of August, 1998.

 Fr. Murphy s attitude through the process:

Father Murphy, in his response to the o:tatlons has demed any guﬂt for the charges of
‘sexual abuge and solicitation.

ARCH_MARSHALL -
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008.3687

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
'UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

November 13, 1998

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, 0.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

P.O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912

Dear Archbishop Weakland:

I enclose herewith a copy of correspondence from Mr.
James P. Murphy for your information and the attention you deem
appropriate. I did not reply to him.

With cordial greetings and every best wish, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Apostolic Pro-Nuncio

- Enclosure -

ARCH MARSHALL 00189
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. &
WASHINGTONM, D.C. 20008-3687

APoSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

January 8, 1999

His Excellency

Most Rev. REMBERT G. WEAKLAND, 0.5.8B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

3501 South Lake DPrive, Box 07912
Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912

Your Excellency: !

I acknowledge your recent correspondence in which you furnish
a copy of your letter of December 2, 1998 to Mr. James P. Murphy,
brother of the late Father Lawrence Murphy.

Thank vyou for keeping the Nunciature advised of this matter.

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Renato Volante
Charge q'Affaires a.i.

Bon hens ]

ARCH_MARSHALL 00190




Statement by the Vatican spokesman, the Rev. Federico Lombardi, rcg'\{lquT'g(gRQ ﬁurphy
case.
March 24, 2010

The tragic case of Father Lawrence Murphy, a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee,
involved particularly vulnerable victims who suffered terribly from what he did. By
sexually abusing children who were hearing-impaired, Father Murphy violated the law
and, more importantly, the sacred trust that his victims had placed in him.

During the mid-1970s, some of Father Murphy's victims reported his abuse to civil
authorities, who investigated him at that time; however, according to news reports, that
investigation was dropped. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was not
informed of the matter until some twenty years later,

It has been suggested that a relationship exists between the application of Crimen
seflicirarionis and the non-reporting of child abuse to civil authorities in this case. In
fact, there is no such relationship. Indeed, contrary 10 some statements that have
circulated in the press, neither Crimen nor the Code of Canon Law ever prohibited the
reporting of child abuse to law enforcement authorities.

In the late 1990s, after over two decades had passed since the abuse had been reported 1o
diocesan officials and the police, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was
presented for the first time with the question of how to treat the Murphy case
canonically. The Congregation was informed of the matter because it involved
solicitation in the confessional, which is a violation of the Sacrament of Penance. Itis
important to note that the canonical question presented to the Congregation was unrelated
to any potential civil or criminal proceedings against Father Murphy.

In such cases, the Code of Canon Law does not envision automatic penalties, but
recommends that a judgment be made not excluding even the greatest ecclesiastical
penalty of dismissal from the clerical state (¢f: Canon 1395, no. 2). In light of the facts
that Father Murphy was elderly and in very poor health, and that he was living in
seclusion and no allegations of abuse had been reported in over 20 years, the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith suggested that the Archbishop of Milwaukee
give consideration to addressing the situation by, for example, restricting Father
Murphy’s public ministry and requiring that Father Murphy accept full responsibility for
the gravity of his acts. Father Murphy died approximately four months later, without
further incident.
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