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Amen amen | say to you uniess a grorn
of wheat falls to the. ground and dles it 5
rremains just a grdin of wheat; but if it dies S
* it produces much fru:’r R :
' Johin 1‘2':221' _

We send you this special issue of Hand in Hand to inform you that
Fr. Lawrence Murphy died on Aungust 21. He had lived ih Boulder
Junction, Wisconsin, since be left St. John Schoel for the Deaf in 1974.

The death of someone we know can bring forth many emotions. Ii is not always easy to sort put
those emotions, but our faith in God can help us to face the sovrce of any pain. And the passage of
time can help to heal that pain.

Bishop Richard Sklba spoke at the private funeral held for the Murphy family at Holy Cioss Cemetery. We ’
hope those of you who knew Lawrence Murphy may find comfort in the bishop’s words which began with a i
reference to the passage from John’s gospel printed abovc The bishop said:

“As any grade school child knows, seeds carefully  praduations, weddings, family events of ali sorts — ;%
placed inio the soil don’t really die at all —— the : giving gifts, watching families grow, offering fc
seed’s onter cover becomes too narrow, too congratulations or sympathy. You knew him in ‘
contained, and new life begins. As first graders we his Jaughter and sorrow, in good health and on it
placed seeds into glass containers, then watched difficult days.
wide-eyed as the mystery of new Jife began ... e .
first the root down into rich soil .. then the new His entire priesthood was devoted to the deaf @
leaves ... and finally the plaot reaching opward contmunity. When I,ﬁfs"‘ met him in the antumn of g
towardthehght 1960 — at St. Mary smElmGrovewht_:re he was a
Suvnday belp-out — he talked about St. John's. He

“Lawrence Murphy put his roots deep into his loved the school and its community very miuch.
family. To be a priest in one’s own family is 2 He did so much wonderful work for the youngsters

- wonderful but also very unigue experience ... and staff. -
celebrating not Advent or Lent or major holy ; ) .
seasons as-such, but always present for family But not everything he did was good. 1 say that not
gatherings. Uncle Larry was at christenings, to offend or hurt, but because it's troe. Painful
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. accusations were made. Thiey surfaced again in
recent years, with increased bitterness. I'don’t
know the whole story, but I do know that the .

- amount of damage became clear and that Father
Murphy was in the process of writing, lettms of .
personal apology. . The roatter hadn” % yet beep:
resolved whén be died: ™

“Se to protect your grief from disruption and to
respect your sorrow, this had to be a very private

. foneral. I can’t tell you how badly 1 feel about all
this, for I knew Larry for almost 40 years and liked
him very much.

“I’have a theory about the last judgment for each
of us ... only a theory, but one which gives me
much comfott and hope. I do not believe the last
jedgment will be when all our secret sins are
tevealed to the whole world, In fact, I suspect that
it is a bit arrogant to think that the whole world is
even interested in anyone’s secret sins. No, 1
believe the last judgment will be that time when

~ God reveals fully to each of us who we really are.

Fina]ly we w:ll understand the decisions we havc

Deat Minkiry Newsiatiar

nade throughout life; we will understand how we

- '_choscfolwc Tife and w111 comprehend the mpact
f'oifour«cho;cbs CoT m L

“Ttis at ihat ﬁna‘l Judgment, Ibeheve when we

wﬂl hﬁn God clearly calling vs by name .
e mll most humbly hear our own name as we
- never heard it before, and we will rise to claim

this deepest identity. God will forgive us and
embrace us and bless us forever.

“Thus, when we commend someone we love to

God’s embrace, like the seed that doesn’t really die,
. we take comfort and hope in God's gift of new life.

As we com: together this mommg, wes believe that
our good and gracious God has calledl.mry by

' ~ name, inviting him now to claim thatidentity he

forged in the choices he made throughount’ hs life
—nay Godgmnthlm peace.” o

— Bishop Richard Skiba
. August 26, 1998 ' o
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