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~Home

September 14. 2001

I Register I Home

Delivery I Site Map! Archives! Print Edition! Advert'

~Talk about it

+·E·m<lil ~tory

:i:.Print

ad

Steve Lopez:
• Homes
• Rentals
• Newspaper Ads

1lii1=:'

IIElmmmijiilt-jj&&&
Arts· & Entertainment
Movie:;. Music, TV. Dininq

'California' ,
The State
Los Angeles
Orange County
The Valley
Ventura County

Columns
Steve Harvey
Peler H. King
Sieve Lopez
Patt Morrison
George Skelton
Features
Good Turns
Inside Politics
Behind the V\h1eel
In the Classroom
Surroundings
On the Law
Out There

Community Papers
Burbank Lea der
Foothill Leader
Glendale News-Press
Huntington Beach
Independent
Inland Valley Times
Daily P~ot
San Gabriel Weekly
South Bay Weekly
Westside Weekly

The World
The Nation
california

Business

Points 'West

A Priest's -Confessig'n: 'Celibacy Is the
Toughest Tt-rin~
He left home at 12 for an all-boys boarding...
school, went straight into the seminary after
that, and was ordained a Roman Catholic priest
at 23.
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"I never went to a dance, never went on a date,
never had any real understanding of the opposite
sex, " says Father X.

In perfect irony, this man who had missed his
adolescent years became an advisor to teens. He
was youth minister at his Orange County
church, and when he was 32, he molested a girl
named Reda, who was less than halfhis age.
"At that stage ofllfe, 30-plus, I went through
my emotional adolescence, n he says, now in his
mid-50s.

If he had offered the self-analysis as an excuse, I
wouldn't have given him the time of day. But he
meant to explain that becoming a priest required
a denial that he was a sexual being.
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The lie left him confused, malformed, and, for a time, dangerous. He
wasn't a pedophile, he claims. Just a normal male strangled by a tight
collar.
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"I think celibacy is the toughest thing in the priesthood," Father X told me
in a typically candid moment. "I love being a priest. But I don't like being
a celibate."
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Father X and I talked several times by phone in connection with a recent
scandal involving an Orange County monsignor who sexually abused
several boys. The day I finally met him, he was even more C<1.ndid. He
believed God had forgiven him for what went on with 'l(, ., but said he
hadn't forgiven himself.
ed~(!f(

"I'd like to think: I'm a good guy, and I'm clinging to my sense of selfhttp://www.latimes.com/n t!Ws/l ocallla-OOOO74031sep14.story
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worth," he said. "I'd like to stand before my creator and say there was no
malice in me." There is no question in his mind, Father X said, that the
unnatural suppression of sexual desire among priests explains some of the
sex abuse cases that have scandalized the·church. Celibacy ought to be an
option, not a requirement, he said, especially given the shortage of priests
in the United States.
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"Some of my friends have left the priesthood on these issues," says Father
X.
I knew of an alleged relationship Father X had with an adult woman.
When I asked about it, he surprised me.
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"There were sevefal relationships," he said. ''Four serious ones. "
He called one that took place in the mid-'80s "the big one," and said it
lasted several years.
You had four relationships? I asked.
He nodded.
Four sexual relationships?
"I'm going to take the 5th Amendment on that."
Two of the four did not know the depth of his feelings, he said. He admits
to having been in love more than once. In the case of "the big one," he had
to finally decide between the woman and the priesthood.
"I have realized how hurtful it is to me and to others to have to end
relationships like that. Oh yes. I hur:t people."
Then why be a priest? Why not get married and serve the church some.
other way?
.
"I think it's the most meaningful thing I can do. I have a thOUSand
opportunities to do things that sometimes can change someone's life for
the better."

..

The relationships are behind him now, he claims. He says he is "absolutely
committed" to celibacy.
I left the church that day with mixed feelings about Father X. With cleat
eyes and the wisdom of experience, he gets at the heart of church
hypocrisy on the priesthood and sexuality. But he is part of the problem,
too.
"If you're a celibate priest and then you end up having affairs with one,
two, three, four women, what are you saying?" asks
Redacted ,(i
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fonner priest who writes about the church. "That it's OK to use these
women in order to stabilize your sexuality?"
Sipe has heard all the rationalizations.
"I do .good deeds; therefore I can use these women, I can use these kids, I
can use the man, whatever the case-may be. It's the kind of thinking that
destroys the credibility ·ef the religion. "
Heterosexual and homosexual relations run from tire top down in the
church, says Si-pe. But it's neveraddressed because the church teaches
there can be no sexual thoughts, desires or actions outside of marriage.
~

"'you have bishops-involved in homosexual relationships," say'" ~:~~~. "If
you can't talk.about it, then~how can you..dea1 with it?"
-,,;
1:,\'

Quietly tolerating sexual activity is no different than condoning it, ~e~~
says. But he has one more explanation for the Vatican's silence on sex in
the church.
"There is a system of blackmail, and the reason abusers often don't get
touched is because tPey frequently have something on the higher-ups."
In my talks with Father X, the subject of forgiveness came up more than
once. The church is about forgiving sins, he had said.

"The church is about reform, too," said Sipe. "We're all for love and good
deeds and forgiveness. But if a system is perpetuating exploitation, then its
need is for reform. Not forgiveness."
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