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CONTIBENTIAL

danuary 12, 1045

Peverend A1 Ramos -~
Pastor

St. Anthony Claret Church

1450 £, La Palma Ave

Anaheim, Ca 9290F

Nezr Father:

YWe're mad as hell and we're not qoing to tale % anvhors'  Sound
familiar? You'd hetter believe it as this is fas* becominn the
ratlving erv of Freri

CERS VRO & increasinniy worried, angered ang
frustrated hv sitnatinng very similar to that which s now taking
nlace at St. fnthony Claret,

When vou arrived in our narish, Father Pamos, we welcomed vou
with onen hearts, even thounh vou were replacing our beloved, Msa,
Hash., VYou seemed vital, dvnamic and well nrenared to handle a larne
parish. Yoau were entrusted with a cehesive and loving narish where
peonie of many sthnic hackaraunds Tived, worked and nraved tnmather,
and have heen doinc so for almast thirty vears. In a few short
months vou have sicceaded in takinag that ance pleasant narish and
turnina it into a political arens,

Bear with him, we said, and were silent, when you injected more
and more Mexican emphasis into the ceremonies, when the rules at the
time of Holv Communion were chanoed, the sanctiuary bells were elimina-
ted etc., hut we can no lonner hae s11ent since you have insultad and
cenraded our country's flac.

Can vou nossiblv imagine the shock we felt upon walking into our
church to attend Mass and heing arseted with the sight of the Mexican
flao spread over the wall ahove the altar with a spotliaht illuminating
it, while the #lac of the iinited States played second fiddle standing
in relative darkness?

Can vou possihly imagine the anger which built all durinn Mass as
vie wers forced o sit and Tnok at that fiasco?

We cannot believe that vou intentionally denqraded our country's.
flaa. In your Tove and zeal for our Mexican brethren, vou may have
Test sicht of the fact that this is the United States, not Mexico,
and that vour actiens mav he hurtina, not helpina, those people for
whom you have so much compassion,  They will npver hecome American
citizens iF you insist unon emphesizino their Mexican heritzge whils
innoring that of the land in which they have chosen to live., These
pecnle will be at home in neither country., You, in vour aoodness,
will have crinpled them forever,

Although St. Anthonv Clare® has been cur parish since it's in-
ception and we have alwavs supported it hoth financially and with
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vears of lahor, we can no ?onqﬂr, in all qood conscience, aive support
to it, or the Niocese., It is with deen reoret that we ta% this action
as 5t. Anthony Claret's has played a very important role in our lives
and those of our six sons, Our financial donations will be sent in-
stead to the Glen Mary Missionaries and the Catholic Relief Scciety
until that dav, and may %od grant it be socn, in which St, Anthony
Claret is once aaain a church for al] natwona11taps remembering

that we are all Catholics in an tnglish speakina nat*on

Thank vou for vour time and may we meet anain some dav under more
favorable circumstances,

Sincerely,

cc: Most Reverend William 2, Johns
Cishon of Orance
Marvwaod fenter
2811 villa Real Dr,
Oranae, Ca Q728457
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