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DIOCESE OF ORANGE

QFFICE OF HUMAN RESOURCES

MARYWQOD CENTER

28171 E. VILLA REAL DRIVE
PO, BOX 14155

ORANCE, CA 92863-1595
PHONE (714) 282-3024
EMAIL: mschinderle@rcbo.org
FAX (714)837-2988

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Maria Schinderle (714 282-3024
Director of Human Rescurces

THE DIOCESE OF ORANGE RELEASES INFORMATION ABOUT A DISMISSED
PRIEST.
The Diocese is cooperating with Law Enforcement

April 11, 2002 - After learning yesterday from the Orange County Register
and the Anaheim Police Department that an incident report was filed on
Saturday, Aprl 4, 2002 alleging years-old sexual misconduct by a
dismissed priest, Sigfred Widera, Diccesan representafives made
immediate contact with the Anaheim Police Department and reviewed
the dismissed priest's inactive file for further information.

Relevant information gleaned from that review pertained to Diocesan
activity in 1976, In 1976, Bishop William Johnson, the first Bishop of the
then newly established Diocese of Orange, was requested by fhe
Archbishop of Milwaukee, Wiliam. Cousins, o accept Father Sigfried
Widera into the Diocase of Orange. Af the fime, fr. Widera was
undergoing treatment for what was descrited by Archbishop Cousins as a
“moral problem having fo do with a boy in school”. Bishop Johnson was
assured that from all the professional medical information Archbishop
Cousins gathered, there wouid be “no great risk" in allowing Fr. Widera 1o
return to pastoral work and that Widera was fransferring his freatment fo @
doctor in Cdlifernia where scme of his family memiers resided.

Bishop Johnson accepted Fr. Widera with those assurances, as that was
the professicnal thinking at the time. When the first information of a
possible problem with children was brought to the aitentfion of the
Diocese of Orange in 1985 by the Chiid Protective Services, Fr. Widera was
relieved of pastoral duties and his faculties as a priest and placed in @
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residential freatment program. He was discharged from the program ihe
following year and he was not readmifted to this or any other diocese as
an acting priest.

Child Protective Services conducted the investigation of the allegations in
1985. Bishop Johnson dealt with Sigfried Widera and removed him from
the Diccese and removed any cpportunity for nim to again function as a
priest. The Diocese does not have information of the results of that
investigation.

According o Bishop Brown, "Today, if such a request were fo be made by
any Archdioccese or Diocese, the priest would not be admiffed 1o pasteoral
work in the Diccese of Qrange. While the acceptance of a priest
undergeing freatment was considered acceptable then, it is not teday
and | regret any pain that may have been caused by accepting Fr.
Widera in 1976."

Diccesan representatives are cooperafing with the Anaheim Police
Department. Both Bishop Jonnson and Archbishop Cousins are
deceased. : ' '

The Diocesan Web site, www.rcbo.org, now provides @ complete
explanation of the manner in which fo report allegations of sexual
misconduct by clergy, religious and lay personnel assigned in the Diocese
of Crange. A toll-free and confidential telephone report line, 1-800-364-
3064 has been made avaiiable for reports.
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DIOCESE O F ORANGE

MARYwWOOD CENTER ]
2811 East ViLLa Reas Dreive
PosT OFFICE Box 14195
ORANCE, CA 926131593
PHONE: (714) 782-300¢0

FAX: (714)282-302%

May 6, 1997

M, a!a!ornia 92804

Dear Mrs. Parks,

I am writing to follow up our telephone conversation: ang
appointment that was scheduled with Monsi o John Urell and myself
for March 24, 1997. On that dat“ called to
cancel your appointment because you ha eell 1n an cident and
were in the hospital.

I want you to know that you have not been forgotten. When you feel
up to re-scheduling, please call me.

I hope that you are recovering well from the accident. Please be
assured that you are in my prayers.

Praying God’s continued blessings upon you, I remain

el

Most Reverend Michael P. Driscoll, D.D.
Auxiliary {Bishop

Sincer yours in Christ,

C. Reverend Monsignor John Urell
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£ldest Son

Currenitly 23

Married with threse {3) sons

Wife has just left him

Molested when 9 or 10 ‘

Told mother thres (3) wesks ago of molest - vallad at her
about the church and why he has nothing to do with it. His sons
ara not baptized. '

2nd Son :
Currently 27

Molested

{(Perhaps molested at same time as brother?)

This son (when 13) molestad a neighbor’s girl {age 4/3).
She is now in high school.

Mother had both sons in counselling

3rd Son 3
In. in the All american Chor After trip to Europe,
suddanly quit and never wanted to SLng agaln He ‘has a good

voice. Mother does not belleve that

molested
him. . . but now she wonders. .,

4th Son R
Just graduated from Mater Del High School
No problems with him

Mother 1s wondering how to help her sons.

Mother has heard that Father Sig is no longer a priest. But she
alsc has heard that he is now a Brother in Arizona.

Appointment with John Urell and I: Monday, March 24 at 10:30 a.m.
 March 24, 1397, ApDOLntment cancellad via Deacon Ray buthoy .

was working; {ESTIREIEE had an accident and was in the
She would re- schadule at a future time.

=19 00018



“*-_,1\ A1 4

7T Q/LJ/:'LA T

OEMmZ mzOoTwo.|

meor»o;movmz

[/

NIVPYISN s&cm \ugmm

. @LM&/,QI; A .

=

/

Al — IV pa @”ﬁ“
/ ; 411‘{%/‘%(/\?@ ? “
) S

WANTS TQ
SEE vQOU

praveo ] | St [ giromid ]

E‘:’é‘-ﬂhﬁ"‘-‘" 5/ WAS I l:}/‘rcgcsm[j ;

mZ0OIXu

o= me

DATE ] ‘z“iM 5

rﬁofl{li T L75?7JL{%Q gg;*§%0¢ /5 ,\EZif)
ﬂm%sz&%&/m%m/&rgb
‘&Pgmﬁﬁﬁﬁw G et
" /
E
S
S
A
E
i SIGNEDR ‘

mmonen| ] PBACK D R ] | weam i l uRcenT [ ]

509 00017



50900015



__”Ma,&f‘;——_.-/méy/4 {(Lg"/'é‘!’"
o °

50200019



o qéﬁéﬂﬂ//fum/c A g ﬁw S Lon At

— Ty d‘/c.wé;_/zfzfvu ﬁ/ff&a cfd /%//Z%/
n g Y
— % cpeld ecd all /QWMM, 4‘2@'«76’
/Z" e gt j c;;/ 4 Q//—pﬁﬁﬂﬁ/ﬁ

/ Sty Aaatd Fre /%,/ fle eall M—J
L0 éffézi 4%@ﬁh{&aﬂ%;ﬂ€,‘ -
— A Sl d Ao Sy g ll g At e aaad

coe MG /-va
%‘é&d(\
///

50900020



-

-
1

e

PERSONAL RECORD OF REY. =2/£€FPRIED il _CAJIDERA

- ORDAINED FOR DIOCESE OF.....M1cw auwes,
Date and Place 6~ 220 - L7 . v w
Ordcining Prelcte. ... L Couvsinz
- If incardinated in . _Qrana-e Date NOVEMBER. .23, 198817 2
IF NOT INCARDINATED TEP I Oran;;e Sy o
Date of Armival G -to =74 o
What letters from own Ordinary or Superior?. o e
Length and purpose of stey: ' ' - e
-Hesidence: N , . _Phone No.. R
FACULTIES GIVEN UNTIL.... ... B e
Birth: Date cnd Place \2- 20 =90 Deorrmunyp, G rprmary
Baptism: Date and Place [~ 6~ ?'{ Hil-l.i'd—g; /rRIdz }fn‘ac/;; Da;emwyp éﬁg”‘
 Present Citizenship Y. S A, " ' . e
I Naturalized, Date and Place 1957 Ty e e e
Elementary Scnoo}.—-Dates and Places Do BT MY N D é! RMAN Y + J-:M#t / ? ‘5— 5 .ﬂ.w
Sacrsp  Heary Eremrarany cwase, ST Fm,,;g;*_};f"‘,;_
High Schocl—Dates and Places AT Ffﬂ A/V < I‘ /t’;;:;~$ £ Ad !.1’4 ;‘y
De Saves Prsp — "_M 1957 iwacnee, 4}"{_
College—Dates and Places ST Fprancis  (osrse — [T €3
Micwpvneg, Clic,
Seminary—Dates and Plcméa,‘ ST Frane ’-_’F Pﬂ sTeRAL .rc/yaé_'_‘, 8~
)Uf;:ff}r/ar — - /L{r'-uaaxg.g! &)

Post-Graduate Work—Dates and Places

Deérees——Ma-s and Places

What foreign languages con you speak?.....

Tother's and Mother's (maiden) Name............ S

i

. “miome ond gddress of nearest relative or friend 4 L R ——

Please type answers in {ull and retum to the Chancery Gfﬁca, 440 Sqa. Batav;\_a y Grange , Ca.w 92668
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CNAMEIN FULL 0 e o Y F

List of Appointments since Crdination

TOWN PARISH _ CAPACTTY  DATES __.:idl
/I//u:u)qufrgc $y. Jokrar ﬂs/%‘,guwm A IS'-—'"e!:;:a,f /967-1948
Wssr A Sr. Many Asr~ FPacrop (9&2 - 1922
’r [t)ﬂ.‘ﬁ/;l/frad/ drn. Muny e~ ph‘zi'm“ﬁcﬂ_ (q;l {?73 ;
 Diemvav Sr. Avorsy AirPiiren | (273~ /974
Bonig ok S P v Koot folbidg Sow.ia, 1977  +
Anaheim St. Justin Martvy Assocmaﬁg _April 11, 1977
NAIM CONFERENCE Chaplain February 1, 1978
Previous assignmgnt unchanged S
Dona"olnk | b Ll | Bosstiok Tk 6,198

Inrardinated

anmg£mp 23 1091

Same Same Adm Pro Tem May 26, 1982 -
Santa Ana Immaculate Heart Assoc;.ate julv, 1984
of Mary Church ; ,
- Inactive Leave || Sept. 24, 1985
Ai—/7'§ﬁf ‘ T T e
/gxszfvuédu&&ﬂr""" RIESTEN N DAl
) Loitest [414) T67-3456
X3 3 "

ot i

Fhgong P g e

o

List of ecclesiastical dignities and date ot recepticn

QW@ platiee G-

o

State any special work or assignment and give dates

PN

.
1&: ¢
3 F) e

Ploase type answers *a full aud retumn to the Chancery Offics,

440 So.

Batavia, Orange, Ca.

92668 ’
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M E M O R AN D UM

TO: FILE

Siegfried Widera LY
FROM: Bishep Michael P. Driscolly
RE: Reasons for Suspension 09-24-85
DT: October 27, 1992

LEE S SRS EE RS ES RSN RS SRS SRR R EEE R RS EELFEEREE LN LR R R R R

Rev. Msgr. John Urell was not able to find any notes as to why
Siegfried wWidera was suspended from ministry and his faculties of
Orange removed on September 24, 1985,

My memory of that event is as follows.

A phone call had been received by me from a woman who wished to
remain anonymous. She refused to give her name or the name of
her two sons. She did not want to prosecute or be involved with
the police, Department of Social Services, or get her name in the
newspaper. She also refused help with counselling for her sons.
Her only request was to get Widera out of the parish of St.
Martin and help in some kind of treatment program,

She told me that Widera had been at her home. He had offered to
"tuck her sons (ages unknown}. intc bed." While doing this he
touched them improperly.

I informed Bishop Johnson of the telephone call. I called Widera
and informed him of the phone call. I do not recall 1if he
admitted the action. In any case, he was suspended immediately
and given the choices for action by the Diccese as is recorded in
written notes.
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