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April 5, 1977

Princmya!, St. Pius V School

7681 Orangethorpe Avenue .
Buena Park, California 50621

Dea o

This will acknowledge receipt of several letters from students
of St. Pius V School in reference to the transfer of Father
Widera.. .
The transfer of any priest is always a source of difficulty
to the people of a parish since it breaks relationships

which are important to the.success of the work of the Church.
It is particularly difficult because Father Widsra has been
with you so short a time. Unfortunately, we have over 40

- parishes in the Diocese, which like your own are understaffed
and we are not in the-position to reveoke the decisicn which
has been made in referenge to his transfer. I am sure that
Father Widera will be happy to know of the studentsigratitude
for his service. .

With good wishes and appreciation for the students' kindness
in writing to me, I am :

L]

Sincerely yours in Chrisé,

-

Most Reverend William R, Johnson
Bishop of Orange

WRJ: &t

cc: Rev. James Plerse, Pastor
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April 5, 1877

California 90621

Buena Park,
pear Mrs. IR

This will acknowledge recezpt of your letter of March 27
in reference to the trangfer of Fathar Widera.

The transfer of any prmest is always a source of difficulty
to the people of a parish since it breaks relationships |
whigh are lmportant to the sucgess of the work of +he Church.
If is particularly difficult kecause Father Widera has been
with you so short a time., Unfortunately, we have over 40
parishes in the Diocese, which like vour own are understaffed
and we are not in the position to revoke the decision which
has been made in reference +o his transfer. I am sure that
Father Widera will be happy to know of your gratitude for

his service.

With good wishes and. apprec;atlon for your kindness in writing
to me, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

v

Most Reverend William R. Johnson
Bishop of Orange

WRJ: tt
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Most Reverend William R. Johnson
Dioces of frange
L0 South Batavia Strset

Orange, California, 92467

Dear Bishop Johnson

This is my first letter To a Bishop; howsver, you
already know the love and respsct I have for you, and I
¥know I am writing %to a friend.

I have been ask by fellow Christian Servics members
to write you regarding the transfer of Father Widera. In
our type of work it is very important to nhave someone
gpecial to whom we can all relate---Father Sieg in his short
2% months proved to be just what we nesded.

Pleass take a close look at the size of our Parish
and the assignments of our other Priests, ana ses if you
can possibly leave this wonderful man of God here where
ne is need so much. :

I recarl your visitation to 3t. Pilus V, and you asking

us to meditate on what weg would do as Bishop of Orange; so,
L can honestiy say I would leave Father Widera at St. Pius V.

Sge you soon,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

509 00192



April 5, 1977

Mr. and Mrs.

*”Ceriiﬁcs, Califorhia 50701

Dear Mr, and Mrs.-'

This will acknowledge raéeipt of your letter of March 28
in reference to the transfer of Father Widera.

The transfer of any priest is always a source of difficulty
to the people of a parish since it breaks relationships.
which are important to the success of the work of the Church.
It is particularly diffiqult because Father Widera has been
with you so short a time. Unfortunately, we have over 40
parishes in the Diccese, wHich like Your own are understaffed
and we are not in the position to revoke the decision which
has been made in referenge to his transfer. I am sure that
Father Widera will be happy to know of your gratitude for

his service.

With good wishes and appreciation for your kindness in writing
to me, I am

| Sincerely yours in Christ,

-

Most Reverend William R. Johnson
Bishop of Orange :

WRT:tt
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DIOCCESE OF ORANGE
440 S0UTH BATAVIA 3T,

CURANGE. CALIFOAMIA u286Y

714 - 538-8010 - §36-8011

March 28,1977 7;519%M~ ‘”éi/éazzb

/’-—-_w

uena Park, Ca. 90620

Dear Mr. - |

Thls will acxnowieﬁge receipt of. your letter cf March 32

. g
a (}(,..Lai.-u-..x L-\-T-LLL\.. 4...(.._\:4.5..1.51 UJ.

fMa;y in reference to the transfer of Father Wldera:;DThe
transfer of any prlest is always a source  of difficulty
to the people of a parish since it breaks relatlonshlps
which are important to the success of the work of the
Church. It is particularly difficult because the;zgzziu
dedividual-concerns® has been with you sc short a time.
- Unfortunately, we have over 40 parishes in the Dloqese
inﬁ:gﬁz& wbaz2E which like yOur OWn are: understaffed
and we are not in the pesition to revoke: the decislon

.

’u:zé?/(&.

‘which has been made in reference to hisg transfer " T am

sure that Father Widera will be happy ko know Qf your
gratltude for hlS service. - _

.Wlth good wxshes and apprecmatlon for your klndness 1n.

writing to me, I am
Slncerely yours in Chrlst

Most Reverend William R. Johnson
BlShOp of: Grange '

. '8P
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Buena Park, California
March 22, 1977

Bishop William Johnson

Chancery 0ffice, Diocess of Orange
LLO South Batavia &%,

Qrarige, California 92668

Your Excellencys

e, t@e m@mbbpﬁ gf the Legion of ﬁary} Qur Lady Queen of Peacge Prassidium,
St, Plus V Parish, Buena Park, unite in reguesting that the propcsed
transfer of Father Slegfiried Widera be canmcslled, In supprort of this
request we clte the following for jour consideration,

ather Widsra has been in our parish aprroximately two and one-half
months, In this short pericd he has endeared himself 4o 2ll of us in
8t, Plus V, giving freely of himself and of his fime acquainting himself
wish the various parish crganizations and activities and becoming
inwvelved in our parish, He has started an adult study program which

was badly needed but which cculd not be undertaken previously due to
lack of the nscessary guldance of a priest. 4s parishioners we need

the services of Fabher Widera.

8t. Plus V is cne of the largest parishes in the Orange Diocsse hoth in
number of families snd in area. We have twe hospitals and three major
convalescent homes in the parish area, Our parish family is corgposed
of varied pecples culturally and financially though we are mainly of the
working class with a high percentage of minorities, Father Widerz has
related to all sectors of our parish family,

We now have five priests all of Whom we dearly love and respect., Unfortu-
nately one of our parish priests has been in ill health and thus has been
limited in his priestly activities while 2 second is technically only able
to devote part of his time %o parish duties as a considerable part of his
time is consumed by his position on the Marriage Tribohal and his assien-

1250
- 435

rments ho the Friest Personnel Board and as a consulbant, 5%, Piug V priests
readily give of themselves %o parish activities bubt even se cur varish is
cadly understaffed. FPrior to Father Widera's cordng to 3%, Pius we had

the weekend services of Father Haigli whom we also love and whom we appre-
clated but we nesd a full-time parish prisst,

As members of the Legion of Mary we are privileged to work closely wibh
our parish priests and we therefore have a close and personal knowledge
of sqme of the work of our priests, We have first-nand knowledge of the
need for Father Widera's services in cur parish and how he has related
to cur need. We aslk, your Excellency, that you cancel the proposed
transfer of Falher Widera, : , '

Vary Sincerely




Buena Park, CA 90020

Bishop William Johnsan
Chancery 0ffice, Diocess
1O South Batavia St.
Orange, CA 52668
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