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MEMO TO FXLE 

Rev. Joseph R. 
Interview with 
september 28, 
Rev. Edward V. Avery 11970) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Rev. William rqy, and Rev. Joseph R. 
Cistone met with today a t Saint Charles 
Borromeo seminary ted letter to 
J. Jagodzinski, then Secretary lergy, and the COPY9f 
letter to Father Avery. What follows is the account of 
best recollection of his association with Father Avery 
issues of concern. 

-.is presently twenty-nine years of.a medical 
stude~ied and the father of one child. first met 

• 

Avery at Saint Philip Neri parish in as reenville. 
was in the 6th or 7th grade at the time. He found Father 
very outgoing person, with ve persona. Father 

Avery befriended him at a time whe a good relation-
ship with an adult, since his rela his own father was 
not strong. Father Avery would take down the shore to do 
work at his home. He also would have him when he would 
do D.J. work at dances. 

--felt this was all fairly innocent. Looking back, 
howev~findS it all Mappropriate. For example, Father 
Avery liIIInsible for s first drink of beer at the age 
of 12. said that Fat er very actually encouraged drinking. 
This wou occur at Father Avery's house in North Wildwood. When 
assisting Father Avery's work as a D.J. at weddings, he would have 
~ served to him to the point of being sick and vorni ting. 
__ said there was never any admonition frOD Father Avery. 

on one occasion, Father Avery took a group of altar boys to 
the shore. The boys slept together in the loft. Father Avery 
would come up aw,tle with the boys and tickle them. During 

•

counter, recalls that Father Avery' s ha~ed to 
s crotch, a east on two or three occasions. __ never 

t oug t anything of it at the time. 

After grade school, __ attended Pius X High School. 
Father Avery was assigned ~t Agatha/Saint James parish and 

continued to visit him. He enjoyed Father Avery'S company. 
"He af~e. to "He taught me to drive." On one particular 
night, ___ s best recollection is that it was during his 
freshman year, he took the train oto Father Avery'S rectory. They 
went to Smokey Joe's where Father Avery was D,"J. forMring of 
penn students. A college girl bought a drink for and the 
~s~veral pitchers ofobeer for both Fa er very and 
... _eventually passed out. When he awoke, he was 
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somewhere in a back hallway. Afterwards, he and Father Avery went 

~ 
the rectory. Father Avery told him to sleep in his bed. 

awoke .. hours later and felt Father Avery's hand 
9 9 him. was wearing underclothes. He turned over to 
avoid these touc es; howevllliler Avery's hands were reaching 
down inside his shorts. never said anything to Father 
Avery. He was in a state 0 s ief. He fM Father Avery 
had always shown so Much positive support. did note that 
Father Avery may have been under the influen e 0 a cohol at this 
time. 

There were other instances where _ continued to help 
Father Avery with dances. However, on occasions the only 
issue was the drinking. 

Father Avery later was involved with helping a Laotian family. 
At one point, they took a trip to Wisconsin and went camping. A 
few Hmong people were also there. There was dri.ki nothing 
of a sexual nature happened at this time. However, recalls 
that Father Avery told him he had found pictures of nude 
men in the rectory and then dropped the issue. found it a 
bit unusual that Father Avery would mention thi • 

~ s last .er with Father Avery occurred on a ski 
trip ~mont. was approximately 19 Y.d and in 
college. Father Avery, a her. Av.er.y' s. brother and spent the 
first night at the h~ family who were fr en of Father 
Avery. On this night, slept on the floor. The last. 
the three stayed in a • There were two double beds. 

_ n one and Father'. brother .lept in the other. Th. t me 
said he could not recall if Father Avery was under the 

n ce of alcohol; however, he himself was not drinking and was 
aware of what was happening. Father Avery gljl WjI and 
began groping. He reached over and fondled was 
shocked. He thought: "What do I do?" It ra • an He 
couldn' t act and was afraid of what Father Avery might do. At this 
point he acted very distant towards Father Avery. He was very 
quiet on the way home and never met with Father Avery again. 

Father Avery continued to vi.it --'. MIll .ee hi. 
parent., whenever he visi ish~ver, was never 
there on tho.e occa.ions. eventually tol rent. and 
family what had happened. addre.sed the is.ue with 
Father Avery. They did .upport and encouraged. hiaa to do 
something about this proble •• 

~ never forgot the.e incidence.. He alway. blamed 
him.~ieving he must have done SOMething wrong, e.pecia1ly 
~ather Avery was alway. viewed as .uch a great priest. 
__ felt very alone. 

Five year .• ago, __ called the ArchdiOce.e to set up a 
meeting to discu .. · th~ning •• He WU' told to write a letter 
f-ir.t,· but· he did· not have the· courage to do so. 
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In February, 1992, he began counselling with Dr. Richard 
Fitzgibbons. He was in his first year of medical school and it was 
a very stressful time. He was having difficulty relating to male 
professors and male authority figures. Dr •• bons encouraged 
him to write the letter to Father Avery. wrote to Father 
Avery and sent a copy of this letter to tfie arc aiocese. Father 
Avery never responded to his letter. His_to the archdiocese 
was unsigned, so Father Lynn wrote to who did contact 
Father Lynn with an interest to pursue t s sue. 

When asked how this may have affected his marriage, -.. 
noted that to an extent it affects his ability to interac~ 
men, especially priests and theIM His wife is a Catholic and 
gives great encouragement. noted that he wishes no 
vendetta. He does want to see a er very evaluated and treated. 
He is looking for some assurance that Father AvefY will not harm 
anyone else. 

Our i09 this inllll' Father Lynn expressed the concern of 
the archdiocese for s well-being. He noted that our order 
of priorities is th m, the victim's family, the Church and 
the priest himself. He Of"y assistance at our disposal. 
Father Lynn offered to have inform Dr. Fitzgibbons that the 
bUls from his counselling s be forwarded to the archdiocese 
in care of Father Lynn. 

Father LYnn also explained that o~ interView is 
transcribed, Father Cistone will meet with again to assure 
the accuracy of this account and have him the transcript. 
upon receipt of this signed account, Father Lynn will meet with 

_ AVery ... Avery will be instructed not to contact 
unless is rudy for such contact. Following the 

n erv ew with a Avery, the matter will be presented to the 
Cardinal for his review and action. 

THE ABOVE SUMIARY REFLECTS ACCURATELY MY TESTIMONY MD MY UNDER­
STANDING OF THE RESPONSE OF THB ARCHDIOCESE. 

/P • ...t -1--<. oate _____ _ 
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