
James

James

James

James James

James

James
James

James
James

James

James

TO: 
FROM: 
0An: 
Mi 

0-0330/46 

~ COMMONWEALTH'S 

EXHIBIT j 
I 
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~o.. Secretery for Clergy 

Anthony cardinal Bavile~1 
Raverand Willie. J. Lynn ~~ 
october 1&, 1"2 CONAOENTIAL 
Raverand EdWard V. Avary (50) (1"0) 

Alleqations of eexual abUee have been brought against Reverend 
of st. Thereee of the Child J.cue by 
ia nov tvanty-nine years of aq., a 

and the rathar of one chlld~ Allot the 
allaqecl incidenta h.ppened betwa.n 10 .nd 15 y •• re .. n 'ath.r 
AVery vould have been 1n hla .ld-thhtl_ and • younq 
teen·CJer. 

!:lift Father AVert 1n the lat. 1170'. vhan 'athar v.a a.aiqned 
Aaa aator at St. PhU_Harl Church, Eaat GreenvUle, whleb 
v.a 'a ho_ p.rlab. would, alonq with other boye, 
acco.pany Father Avery to a 8 ora ancl help hi. VIl.n he waa 
worki"4 as a Di8c Jockay at danc.a. 

AllaqaUQDs; 

2. 

1. 

4. 

Father Av.ry wae responsible for ~ s first drink of 
beer at tha aqe of twelv.. f'~Avery encouraged 
drinkinq wh11. at the shore and while the boys helped hi. 
as D . .I. 

At the shore, Father Avery would wrestle with the boy •• 
 recalls that rath.r AVery's banda all~ to hi. 

genital area at leaet thra. or tour tl .... 

Whll. '~.rt we •• t.tioned at St. AcJath.-st • .I .... 
Pariah, __ helped hi. 0 • .1. at SIIok~. pitchers 
of be.r wer. p •••• d to both of the.. pa_ed out 
on on. occa.lon. Father Avery took • ck to the 
recto_told hi. to sleep in his (Father Av.ry's) 
bed. awoke to find Father Av.rvAM at hi. 
and r.ac ng down into his undershorts. did not. 
that 'ather Avery could hava bean under e n u.nc. of 
alcohol at the ti ... 

On a trip to Wisconsln to help a Laotian t .... Othln9 
sexual happen.d, but ,ath.r Av.ry d1d tell he had 

IIIWictur.e/lDa9.Zines of nude .an in e rectory. 
found it unusual that thie would be .. ntioned to 

•• 
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5. Th. laat .ncounter happen.d ten yeare ago. .......w.nt 
on a ekl trip to V.nont with Father Ave~ hia 
brother. They stayed in a hotel on. ~a rooa with 
tvo double beda. Father Avery and elept in one 
bed: rather Avery.e-=er slept n ano .r. Fath.r 

... 

began to touch and fondle hi. g.nital ar.a. 
atated h. va. th. influence of .. 

th .• t _ but be wea not .ur. about rather Avery. 
cl,l_ tr01l that point on h. va. dietant trOll , er 
Avery and did not travel vith hi. again • 

........ tated that h. hae been in couns.lill9 with Dr. Pit%gibbone 
~ebruary, 1992. He began couns.ling becaus. he ha. b.en 
havinq d_ty r.latiR9 to aal. prof.s.ora and authority 
tiqur... not.d h. viahe. no vendetta. H. vould 11k. FatlMr 
Avery to r.c. v. tr.at.ent and would 11k. a •• uranc. that thia viii 
not happ.n to anyone .la.. No legal action wa. ..ntioned or 
diacuaaad. 

Interyiew with PAther AyarYj 

Fath.r Av.ry expre •• edabsolut. 
stated that h. wa. fri.ndly 
Ea.t Gr •• nvill.. He thought 
O.low 1. hia r.aponse to each a 

all the accusations. H. 
• who 1. faaily while in 

a potential vocation. 

1. "ath.r Av.ry d.nied that he allowed the boya who 
accoapani.d hi. to drink. If he ev.r caught boye with 
alcohol, he would confiscate it. I did que.tion the 
diacr.tion of bringing .inors into an eetabliahaent such 
.a Saok.y ~oe·s. Father Avery noted that he would not 
have allowed anything illeqal regardiR9 teenage drinJcinq. 

2. Father Avery would take groupe at altar boya to hi. hODe 
at the shore. He did not .erv. be.r. H. would rough
houa. with the boy. but nev,r touched th.ir genital 
ar.... His moth.r often acco.p.niad hi. on the.e tripa. 
He n.v.r slept in the saae rooa with the boye. 
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0II0t 01: S!C!l"etary for Clergy (Pa,. 3) 

Anthony Cardinal B.vilacqua 
Reverend willia. J. Lynn .Jl/ 
october' 16. 1992 CONF'OENT'~l 
Reverend Edward V. Avery (50) (1970) 

3. 

4. 

5. 

.. 

Av.ry clid recall the incid.nt at S.ok.y Jo.· •• 
..t .0 •• qirl. vho qav. hi. drinks vhich cau •• d 

h • to q.t drunk. 'ath.r AV.ry .tated that be.r vas 
qiv.n to hi. vhil. h. va. vorkinq. Fath.r Av.ry .tat.d 
h. did not r .... b.r th •• vent. afterward. too v.ll .ince 
h. had .0 auch too drink hi:liiath.r Avery not.d b. 
had £ll!llte but to take back to th. rectory 
.inc. a. too .lck to qO ... Father Avery no~cI 
hi. • vas on the fourth '.w. he had a .ingle 
bed. He does not r •••• bar vh.r. .l.pt, h. thouqht 
he .iqht hav •• lept on th. floor. e noted aqain that be 
va. sound a.l.ep and doean' t r ... aber anytbinq about the 
niqht. 

'ather Av.ry 'did r ••• aber .. ntioninq to -- about 
findinq th. pictur.s,aaqazine. of nude .. n. -,r.-mt.d h. 
mention.d it b.caus. h. va. 80 up •• t about it and had 
n.v.r •• en anythinq like that b.fore in hi. life. 

,athe_r.called th. ski trip to VerllOnt. H •• tat.d 
that • description of the bed. and sl.epinq 
arranq •• en • v.r. accurat ..... r Avery d.ni.d the 
accusation of hi. toucbinq • q.nital.. Fath.r 
Av.ry .aid h. had b.en .kI nq a 1 day and did drink 
alcohol to k •• p var.. Durinq dinn.r, ~. had .0 •• "red 
.auc.- vhich cau .. d hi. to be ill. H. r .... ber.d b.inq 
.ore .ick .. nk. He .tated that if, vhU. in b.d, 
be touched it va. strictly accidental, due only 
to hi. to •• nq a~ turning. 

Fath.r Avery did _ntion ao_thinq vhich __ did not. Father 

-.:

tated that not too lonq after tb~d.nt in V.raont, 
vas .ngaqed to be aarried. H. and hi. MJ(.r. in a car 

acc .nt during vhich both had be.n drinkinq. • fianc. vas 

M in th. accident. 'ath.r Av.ry va. a • o.pital vith 
that niqht and h.l~obtain a lavy.r. Thi. va. the 

last t •• Father Avery .av ....... 
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Antbony cardinal Bn llacqua 
R.v.rtnd Williaa J. Lynn ~ 
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crag. 4) 

CONF'DENT'AL 

I did ask ,ath.r Avery if h. thouqht the .. incident. could have 
happened und.r th. influ.nce of alcohol and he .iqht not re.ellber. 
'ather Avery .aid "it could be-. H. th.n .aid: "I Wal definit.ly 
und.r the influence of alcohol but I'. not an alcoholic.- I a.kld 
if h. thouqht the •• thinq. could have happ.ned. Hi. re.pon.e va.: 
-I don't know.- I aentioned it .iqht be a prudent cour .. to have 
a P'IcholOf)ical .valuat1on. 'ath.r Av.ry r •• ponded: "I'll 
d.fin tely 90 for all of that to cl.ar ay •• lf." 

ReqowMndation ; 

B.cau .. of Father Av.ry" cloudedn ... on ao_ of the alleqat1ons, 
the i.lU. of alcohol .... 1nq to be involv.d, and i ... turity 
involved, I reco_nd the followinq: 

1. That 'ather AVery take part 1n a four day out-patient 
a ....... nt at the Anodo. C.nter of Saint John vianney 
tlo.pital. Thi. would be a aor. thorouqh .valuation than 
he would r.ceiv. by ju.t •• einq one peycholoqi.t, and it 
.iqht a •• i.t in det.raininq if th ••• all.qation. are true 
and/or if there are oth.r probl ... involved. 

Z. . That furth.r reco •• endationa be provided to your 
att'ntion in llqht of the re.ults of the evaluation 
called for 1n I 1 above. 
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