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,\u· ... linc:r.H ,,f Mliladclo/lll 
I)lfl~r .. I lhe t:-''' 
~ 11 """"II 11th "' .... 

l'IIIlltle"",.&. PA I~III.H ':)II 

IlECREE 

In the name of (jo,1. 

FILE COpy 

Wherus,on June 2. 100), .. prelimln:vy lnvtsltsatiun was opened WIder my predecessor. 
,"'thuny Coardin.1i Unllacqlla. inlo 3D allegallun lodged 3RaatlSl Reverend Edward V. Avery 
.;onc:enlllli a posSI"Ie: YI(1iallon S4crflm,n'IJ""n .rnncri'al/I '1II~/a. \111. 4, thai is. sexual abuse of a 
mIMI helow Ihe age of e.ghte~n yean; :and 

Whereas, Ihe investig.lllun h:as been Sliftic:iClltly instrucled III enable me 10 make I prudent 
and "bjC:CIIYC: ev:aluahotl reg-vdillg the Inaner, 

I hereby dc:-.:ree and decl31c, in confonnity wIth the norm of law (CIC. c. 1718). the 
,:<lrlC lusl')n of the: ",ehmlnat)' Investigation. 

Fllllhfl, h~vlftlt weighed the cltments galhered by lhe duly arPUinIed investigator, along 
wIth his OWII opInion abc'nll the maner, and having hurd experts in lhe law and othera poIscssing 
cl~\e11iw Clll1ccminl,l Ihc:se ISSues, IDCludinS the Archdiocesan Rcv;cw Board (USCCB Eu,."tilll 
:v .. "fftS n. 4a}, I lintt and declare that the aUcprion IodSed apitlSl Reverend edward Y. Avery is 
.;,,:d.ble. MolIVC5 for Ihis ~oncluslon are conwncd in the acts of the preliminary investiplion. 

Whcrcfurc. by llns dccrte 1 dllCCllhal1bc KIS oflhe preliminary invcSliJPIioo. tosetber with 
my I)wn ... ,,"'" COflCemm! .he maner, be rcferred 10 the Conpelalion for the Doctrine of the F3ith 
;IS m;uwJ~lcd by the norm or n",versal bw ($4JI:rarmtn'onrm flJlfC'ilafis IIlf.la, ;ut. 13). 

G.ven at lhe Ch:mcery, on the oS'" day or L>ecembcr. 2003. 

SF-... L 

LJ_~~. ' 
~inal Justin Riph 

Alchbishop of Phtlade/tthi:a 
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