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NDECREE
In the name of Goxl.

Whereas, on fune 2, 2003, 4 preliminary inveshigation was opencd untler my predeccssor,
Anthony Cardinal Uevilacqua, into an allegation lodged aganst Reverend Edward V. Avery
concermng a possiblc vialation Sacramentorum sanctitaus tuiela, ant. 4, that is, sexual abuse of 2

minar below the age of cighteen years; and
Whereas, the investigahon has been sufficiently instructed to enable me to make a prudent
and objective evaluation regrding the matter,

} hereby decree and declare, in confonnity with the nomm of law (CIC, ¢c. 1718), the
conclusion of the preliminary investigation.

Further, having weighed the clements gathered by the duly appuinted investigator, along
with his own opinion abous the maner, and having heasd experts in the law and athers possessing
cxpentise concemning these issues, wocluding the Archdiocesan Review Board (USCCB Essential
Norms n. 43), | find and declare that the alleganion lodged against Reverend Edward V. Avery is
credible. Motives for this conclusion are contained in the acts of the preliminary investigation.

Wherefore, by this decree ] digect that the acts of the preliminary investigation, together with
Iy own witum concerning the matter, be referved to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
as mandated by the norm of universal law {Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, an. 13).

Given at the Chancery, on the 5™ day of December, 2003.

Cardinal Justin Rigal
Archbishop of Philadelphia
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