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CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Eminence, 

On 27 JW1e 2005 you presented and supported the petition of rhe Rev. Edward V. 
,\ VF:RY. a priest urthe Archdiocese of Philadelphia who has admitted an act ofscxual abuse 
against a minor and has requested from the Holy Father the ",ace oldlspinsallon from aU the 
obligations of the clerical state, inc:luding celibacy. 

This Congresalion. alter having carefully examined the: documents of the present case 
and in lipl of the votum expressed by Your Eminence. decided on 9 December 200S to 
forwlU'd the petition to the Holy Father for his decision. Subsequently, on 20 January 2006, 
Pope Benedict XVI granted the Rev. Edward V. Avery the grace of dispensation ;Jaltl pellla, 
from aU priestly obliaalions. including celibacy. Enclosed you win find two copies of the 
relevant Decree. Your Enainenc::e is kindly requested to ensure that the priest is duly notified 
thereof. I would ask you also 10 retum one of the signed copies of the Decree to rhis Office. 

With every best wish, J remain, 

-Enclosure-

Hi. EDlineac. 
Cardiaal Justin IUGALl 
Archbishop of Philadelphia 
Office of the Cardinal 
222 North 17- Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19103-1299 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

0-0330-171 

Yours devotedly in the Lord, 

-t-l»1~~~ 
.William J. ADA 

Arc::hbishop Emeri f San Francisco 
P,cf~cl 
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CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRJNA li'lDEI 

Prol. N. 721/2004 

cst: 

PlliltMklphknsis 
(Pbiladelphia, U.S.A.) 

D.nus Edward V. A VERY, presbyter huius dioecesis, bwnililef petit 
dispcnsationem ab omnibus oneribus sacrae Ordinotioni conexis 

Sammus Pontiles Benedictas, Papa XVI 

Die 20 m. lanuarii .. 2006 

habita relatione de casu a Congrqatione pro Doctrina Fidei. 
prccibus pracdicai saurdotis annuit iwcta scquenta rationes: 

I. Dispensationis Rescriptum' a' cOmpetenti' Ordi.nario o~tori quamprimum notificandum 

3) Eius etfectum sonitur a momento notificationis; 
b) Resc:riptwn ampleclitur inseparabiliter dispensationem a sacro coelibatu ct simul 

amissionem status clericalis. Nunquam oratori (as est duo ilia c1ementa seiungere, 
scu prius accipere et allerum recusare; 

c) Si vero orator est religiosus, Rescriprum concedit etiam dispensationem a volis; 
d) Idemque insupet scc::umfcrt, quatenus opus sit, absolutionem a censuris. 

2 Notificlltio dispensation is fieri potest vel personalitcr ab ipso Ordinario eiusve 
delegato aut per ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per "cpistulas pracscriptas" (r.gist".d). 
Ordinarius Wlum exemplar restituere debet rite ab oratore subsiptum ad fidem receptionis 
Rescripti dispensation.is ac simul acceptation is ciusdem praeceptorum. 

3. Notitia CODcessae dispensationis adnotctur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciac 
oratoris. 

4. Quod aninet, si casus feral, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice furis Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute 
per1llantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctorifas ecclcsiastica, cui spectal Resc:riptum oratori rite notificare, hunc enixe 
hortetur. ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicionc. 
panicipet, aedificationem pracstet et ita probum Ecclesiae tilium se exhibeal Simul autem 
eidem notum facial ea quae sequuntur. 
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) ') 
II) Sa,',mk,s dis/l,n.futU.' tu IpSO 1lI"'ltlt ,urtl slatu; dcrleD" prtJprla, dignilates eI 
oJllcia c"c/I!siu.stica; "tlerls ubIiRut;unib,1S ,'/1m JllItll dericali ,:nntJC;S non amp/ius 

IIIUlri"",,,; 
h) czcl",sus munet ab eZlrcitlo sueri minister;;, ;;.1 en'cptis (Ie quihu$ in can. 976 et 
1},'16 § 2 CJC "e pr()plereQ neqllil homiliam habert!. IICC poIest oJ]icium genre 
.lirec:livlIm en lImbit", pasrora/i neve muner, Ildmin;strflloris pa1'oel.·ialu fungi; 
c) item nllllum mumlS abso/wrt potUI in Seminariis " in Ins11tUl11 uelluiparU/is, In a/iis 
lrulitulis slU4l1onmt gradw .Jl/fNr;uris, ,,'Ule QU4'ICumque mnJo tkptntkfll Db Auelorilall 
1~I:dtsi4Jllea. nrunere dir«livo fungi nequil; 
d) in ellIL, vera Instillllu stlldiorum gradw sUf1trioriJ ub AuC:lorilaie tct:lesioslica non 
dtl'*ntitnlibus nullam Ihcologlcam disclpiintlm tradO't POle.sl; 
e) in Insillulis lIulem sl"diorum 8radw inferior;s dependenlibus ub AUClorilalt 
I!ccluiclSlica. muntTt diTlctivo vel ol/ldo doctfUll fungi nequil, £adem ItR' 1tIVlllr 

fJresbyt" dimimu DC diJ".nslllllS in Irudtndo Rtligion. in Insli/Ulis eiusdtm gentTil 
non d'pendenlibw ub tflKlOI'ilat' teelelias/ica. 

6, Ordinarius curet ne presbyter dispcnsalus, propter defectum debitBC prudentiae, 
fidclibus scandalum praebeaC. Haec pastoralis soUiciludo Ordinarium a fortiori gravissime 
urget si adcst pericuJum quamvisremotwn minoribus abutendi. 

, 7. Tempore autem oppol1uno. Ordinarius competens breviler ~ Conp-c,alionem de 
perac:la notificatione reterat, ct si qua tandem fideliwn admiratio adsit, prudend explicatione 
provideat. 

COlltruriis quibuscUl11C.lIIC minime ObSt."V1ti~us. 

Ex Aedibus Congregalionis, die 20 m. lanuarii a. 2006 

~Wi~·~ 
1[0 Gulielmus IOUus LEv ADA 

Archicp. Emeritus Sandi Prancisci in California 
PrDl!/eclus 

• 
tit Angelus AMATO, S.D.B. 

Archiep. lituJans Silensis 
a SeeTetis 

Dies nolificationis ________ _ 

Subsignatio Presbyteri in SipWD 
acceptionis 

Subsignatio Ordinarii 
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l.AICl1.A nUN IU:SC::lurr . UNO .... ·f(:IAI. n~ANSlATI()N 
l "1Il"r~JJlllilln for Ihe I )c1('"I1C Ill" Ih~ "',Ii,h 

I'ml N n I nUll .. 

Phil;stJelphiOl. IIS.A. 

\-;I11,,'r hl",,;.,.1 V ... \ Vnt y •.• presbytcr lit" Ihal I\rdl,",itl&:':~t hils humbly pelilinned t<lr ... 
• h~peIlSallt)l\ fmlll ;11\ Ih.: uhli!(alMUlS conn,-"I.:,", wilh sa&:n:ti ,)uhnaht'n. 

()ur Most lIoly "'ather, I'upe Uenedid XVI 

on Ihe 10lh day 0' J;IIIU:UY ~006 

.1 Iter havlllg rec~lve.I;. rcpon on Ihe case !'rom Ihc Cungregalion tor the !)!)(uine O.-Ihe failh, 
h;a., g,r:1J1tc,", Ihe: re\lucst. but wilh the r.,llawing pnlVl~ion~: 

I he rescr ipt or Ihe tJispc:n!'laliM. being rn;ufe known as soun as poSSible bylh~ ~ompetc:nl 
IJ,.Jinary II, Ihe P'-1ili(}ncr~ 

.1) bcccum:, clfct:livc from the: moment .,f Ihe IIlJcilicalll)tl, 

M Insl.'p;arably includes ... di~pcnSali()n froRl s;Jcn~d cellbacy:md, allhe 'kIme lime,luss of 
the dcriul slate. rhe petitionc!f never has the ughl II, sl.1':arale Iho~c: Iwn clements,lhal 
I';. I .. :Iccc:pl lhe 'irst and rdusc: Ihe o;ecnnti; 

(\ Iflhc rerillllf1C:r i~ a rdigiuus,lhc leo;uipl ;AI"'I granls it dispcnsaliun froan the vows; 

.1) ",.Iced. fu,lhl:r. il carri&:s wilh il. iIlSo)'3r .lli il IS nc~cssary. absolullon from censures. 

• N(llIlicollion ol"lhc tlispcnsOltlon can he .nade to Ihe pelitioner either per~onally. Of through 
,inC dclc:g:llc..! by tht: ~,'''1C Ordinary, ur IhrotlXh an cccl~iastlcal nOlllry, or by "registered 
lila. I. .. The ()nlin.vy ulIght 10 rel;lin one copy (oflhe rescripl) duly signed by Ihe petitioner 
1II1c: .. 1 irnony (If bis receplion elf Ihe r~cripl of Ihe di~rmsalion. and :llso of his acceptance 
of iu rcgulallon$ . 

. \ N(llil:c urlhe granungoflhedispens.ltlon is to be JIl~ribed in lbe b:splismiill registeroflhe 
petitioner's p3rish. 

... W,lh Il~gar..! 10 the celebration ofa canonical marriage,lhe norms SCI down in The Code 
"f C.lllnn I.aw IIIl1sl be applied. lhe Ortlin:uy. howcvc:r, should lake care Ihallhc: mailer 
he cJiscrl"ctly hantJleti wlthoUI pomp or external display. 

'i I he c:(~cle~lIastical autholllY, to whom II hclllogs lu notify the pditioncr concerning the 
re"':fI!,I, ';hollid 1'!3m~tly ellhon him 10 l:tke pan in lhe: life: of the People of God, in a 
IlMMer I.:CK1S003lll wuh hi~ new mode of liviol(. 10 give c:diflCalion, and thus to show 
hllnsclt' a mosl loving son of lhe ChllKft. Ar Ihc same time, however, he should be 
mlim,"cti of the folluwing poinls:. 

oj) ,I'I! Ji.fPC·'lTl·d presby,er Clultlmatk:aUy loses ,lte: ri,l(hlJ proper to 1M cI~r;cDI :.'1011, as 
\IIdl us e",·/r:s;a.vtical (Ji'f:nit;~s und .,Uins; he I.~ no longrl' bound by the oth~r 
dbli.~t.Jtitm.r C(JII"~"ud wilh the .:IulCul.uate: 
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II) 1111 ,./!nwm.r '.'(dlle/lld (",,,, Ih, 1I1lllreUti ,,' Il,ft .Ju,",,," ,,,,nisll'll. ,,,,,I. 1M ~~CUpl;OIt of 

,/ltn/! lime ''''''., ml!",wlltld,,, canmu 'J 1ft ,tn,l WUt. fl. "tHI, £1$ (I "$1411. hll "'", 1101 ,iv, 
., /" ",,,Iv mil' I.' h" "bill 1II1r'IIJ U Ji,I/"/i"lI 1I/1i,·" ", Ihlt tlllol/""" lifllJ n", IIIItXIl,ci.f" ,",, 

"m,""" "I I'eI" " ),,,,1 ",/",mi,\IrOlu,. 

I') um,I,,,I,,. I,e '"")I "'" ,/;sc/l(l'~11 ,my lim"llCIrt III oftm,It"'''I,, IIml ", I!qUlvult:nl 
"'.flll"lhIltJ. In ulJrtt' ;"slilllll'lnS vjltighll' )·III"ill.'. wltich ",,, lit ''''.)1 w'I)I wha''''IIII' 
,1':1'C:lld.:,,' "I'"'' ,· .. ·d.:."&I."i""'1 UIlII/,,, il.'. ),1/ "'"y ,,'" rlterci.r. Ihl/ jun.:lw" "I dincI",: 

.i} h"",,,'11''', ,,, 11'''''11 ;n.r/"~li,uu "/I,iXh,,, .fludil/., wlllcn II'" flul ""pII"d"", uptJ" 

,·cell'fI,,,,,,·,,I/llIlm,,,,,,. 1,1/ _, "III 11/114.'" ""'" d,.fCIIII",,, ..,hie:h IS propllrl." IMoIUIlI(ul 
• rr ,·/f/.,,,/y c.""frt,:lttd ",.,h 1M .fU_; 

t') III' ,hit Olhl!r hllnel, In "tsllllllio"s ,,{ /""'''''IIIdIIlJ. whkn an '/I!f¥"tknt 11110" 

""dll.ot'II.fI'ellllllllh"'''II. hi ",IIY '/t1l1t.lerd'lI Ihll';''''',,''', oj '''lId"nx" disc""in" which 
'.\' ,,,,,,11:,111 Ihrllll".~,ccli ,f di.fPl/It.ttJ l"IISby/ttr " hllid by ,'''' sumlt rule ill I~ach;nx 
Nd'1(w" '".m tn.YIJluli.,II "1'M .f(Jm~ .'nd nul .Jftpr:lflknl lI{Jfm flCc/fl.1itU/,,·oJ "~/harily: 

f} m.1 NJI,', tit" p"'!l'hv'~' wi", It«,. btI"If,li.fpe,ueJ (I'm" p"ftl,tl'jlcelibac:y, andoJ"I .. mnr, 
\II. ",ho hus "'''''11:11, "IICltl 10 SI")! IH"U" i,.,,,,, IJI"crI.f w/w,. II", 1}I'1I'11IDUS .,'u'us i.f 
41t"',,". ",,,. IS h, ab'" 10 jimclII'" lit Ih~ .fer'll"', "111l~'I'" ",Id uf ,u:oJ",. 0,. iff Iltll 
,Ju/"b II/lfm "I ~1I,'h("U/iC Cllmmun,,,,,, 

" rhe« l,.llImr)' ,huIIII" sc..'C." III it I~t Ihe prHtsI whu h:1S tx:1:1I1.h~pcnscd doc:s nOC give scanl.lal 
10 Ihe laithful k'C3U5C or l la~k of prudclKc. This paslOIal conc~rn is :111 Ihe mare 
In~untl~lItlln 1M Ordinary ,flhere is a d:lIlger. lin llIaller hlow remule,lhal minors will he 
.Iouseu. 

7 "'1.111 ''1I/JII.-tllm: lime. huwl:vc,. Ibc l:Ulflpc:lcnl Onlln.ICY 1$ 10 s~nl.l a bricfrc:port 10lhe 
(\mgrcgalion on hiS cn.nplclion 'If Ihe IIotifi<:alioll. and, linally, If there should be 3ny 
\\fllndcnncnllln Ihe pan or Ihe railhful. he is 10 provide :I/Irudcnl c:xplanarion. 

/\lIlhmg:; lellhe: cunrrar), n'llw .. h~lanJUlI!I' 

!s/Willi"m Joseph l.l:V"D" 
Archbish,)p Emerirus San franc.:i!lCO in California 

Prefect 

i~An~lus AM" /0. SHU. 
lirular Archhi.~lwp lit' Silensi.~ 

St.'l:n:tary 

--------_ ... ---- --. --_ .. _---------
Dale Ill' nul i Ik~:\lion: 

lsi b.lw:ml V. /\vo:ry Is/l{evcrcnd Monsignor Timothy C S.:nior 
S i gnalurc 0 f pchlloncr ~IS SI!;II 111 OlCc.:cplancc S Ign.'\turc 0 fOrd In:uy (Delegate) 
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