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- Father Lucten McKeone:

. XXX informed the diocese that Father Lucien McKeone had sexually abused her
for five years. This went on between the ages of 15 and 20. Father McKeone was a friend
of the family and spent much time at there home. They often spent vacations days ata
camp together and she would be made to ride home with ltm. He fondled her and forced
" himself on her. The diocese offered to help pay for her counseling but she declined.

XXX (XXX’s sister) informed the diocese that Fr. Lucien McKeone had sexually
abused her. Her memories of the abuse are vague. Father was a friend of the family and
always in their home, even after receiving another assignment. She keeps having dreams of
fighting him off and trying to push him away. XXX was offered counseling which she
received for approximately three years.

The Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee contacted the Diocese of Portland on
behalf of a victim of sexual abuse at the hands of Fr. Lucien McKeone. Later, XXX wrote
himself saying that Fr. McKeone had sexually molested him on multiple occasions in he
early 1960ies. :lwas 10 or 11 at the tme and the abuse happened in Rumford.
The Diocese is helping to pay for the cost of his counseling.

XXX of Pensacola-Tallahassee called about a parishioner who had approached his
pastor to report abuse by a priest in Maine when he was growing up. The name of the
victim was not given. The priest’s name is Father Lucien McKeone. This report may well
be the same individual as mentioned above, XXX, but it 1s not absolutely clear.

Father Lucien McKeone was born in 1982 and was ordained in 1959. He died
unexpectedly in 1980 at the age of 47. He served in Portland, Rumford, Lewiston,
Auburn, Biddeford and Woodland (Baileyville).
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Father Joseph Romani:

XXX alleges that Father Joseph Romani molested her in the early sixties. XXX
lived on a farm and she claims that Father would bring her out back near the sheep and sit
her on a big rock and have her stroke his penis. She also has memories of his finger being
inside of her. The events would have taken place before XXX was five years old. She was
born in 1960, hence the events occurred sometime before 1965. At the time XXX

reported to the diocese, she was in therapy.

- XXX reported that Father Joseph Romani sexually abused her in 1957 when she
was 6 years old and in the hospital for an appendectomy. She said that Father came to visit
her and moved her down the hall to an empty room. He got on top of her. She
remembers chewing his knuckles and the nursing being mad because she had messed
herself so badly. In therapy she had come to understand that what happened was oral sex.
XXX was offered therapy and said she would consider it because she is having a lot of
anxiety at this time. :

XXX reported that since Father Romani baptized her in 1959 she would hear his
voice and he would bother her constantly. He did not visit her home. She hears his voice,
he calls her names and does unspeakable things to her - touches her private parts. XXX
was a married woman at the time of her baptism

_ Father Joseph J. Romani was born in 1907 in Torino, Italy. He was ordained a
priest in 1934 and came to the Diocese of Portland in 1945. Fr. Romani was incardinated
in 1946 and served at St. Peter’s in Portland as assistant and then as pastor until his
retiernent in 1983. During retirement, Father Romani lived on the Eastern Promenade.
He died in 2001 at the age of 93.
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TWILVE PORTLAND FIER
POST OFFICE POX 566
PORTLAND, MATNE 04112056

TELEPHONE (107) 772-6565

ROBINSON
KRIGER & | gk el
MCCALLUM  Rowmknr, JEEP0 ——

- JOHN M. MeCALLUM

ATTORNEYS AT LAW . _  FREDERICK & MOORE
. THOMAL R MeNADDE

RUIGTIARD F. VAN ANTWERD

LAWRENGE B. COODCLASS

. MARGARET PHAIR SACK

JAMES G, HUNT

THOMA QUAKTARARD

’ THOMAS k. XELLY

iy DOUGLAS]. -

April9,2002 ‘ | DATY G UREY

E OF COUNSEL

_ Stephanie Anderson, Esq. ISR KRICER

_ District Attorney - District 1
Cumberiand County Courthouse
142 Federal Street

Portland, ME 04101-4151

Child Protectivc Intake

Department of Human Services 2002

231 State Street L Era 1Y _,

Augusta, ME 04333 : N
. ' ' -,;..,.NUI Ftn\-‘ =

Re:  Report of Possible Abuse of a Minor

Gentlepersons:

I am writing in my capacity 2s gg ortland to reporta

case of possible abuse of & minor. Y armouth, recently
wrote to the Diocese with 2 copy to District Attorney Stephanie Anderson. Although the letter is dated
March 18, it was received at the Chancery on April 1.#@0115 that she was victimized by a
priest named Father Romani of St. Peter’s Church on Federal Street. The abuse occurred in 1957 when
she was a patient al Mercy Hospital at the age of 6. She was in the hospita) for a appendectomy. She
reported that Father climbed on top of her and made her chew his knuckles. She did not understand

. what be was doing but her therapist has helped her understand that what happened to her was in fact oral
sex. She reported the abuse to the Portland ‘Police Department in 1994 and filed an incident report.

. . . 1
—was offered counseling.

She understands that Father Romani passed away. '

Yery truly yours,

? - -—pc-:—_____.,_.—.

Frederick C. Moére

—— - oooos2



March 18, 2002

Catholic Church Diocese
538 Ocean Ave.
Portland, Me. 04102
Sue Bernard

Dear Ms. Bernard;

This letter is to inform you that I was a victim of sexual abuse by a priest. The priest"s name is
Father Romani of St. Peters Church on Federal St. I do realize that Father Romani passed away
The abuse occurred in 1957 when I was a patient at Mercy Hospital at the age.of 6.

In 1994, I made it know to the Portland Police Department of this abuse, I did this by filing an’
incident report. After seeing an article on the evening news regarding sexual abuse by Father
Romani, I felt that I could tell my story to my family, I decided to tell the police aiso, but I was

“told that there was no way I could seek criminal prosecution in this case due to the number of
years ago that it happened.

I feel that with all of the victims coming forw;:d with their stories, I should let it be know that
thére dre more priests out there that have committed this unforgiving act upon & child,

If you have any questions please call me at n-

Singerely,

CC: Stephanie Anderson
District Attorney
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Father Lawrence Sabatino:

XXX complained that Father Sabatino had “played games” with their daughter,
XXX, who was 6 years old. She said that he played the big bad wolf and rubbed his face
against hers but what really hurt was the “bone” when he pressed himself against her
stomach. He did this when he took XXX for rides in his car.

XXX reported that Father Sabatino sexually abused her between 1963 and 1967
when she was approximate 8 to 12 years old. She was a member of St. Peter’s sodality.
The abuse happened in the basement of the church. XXX remembers Father laying on
top of her and putting his mouth to hers. There was no kissing; he would just touch her
mouth. XXX already had counsclmg when she came in and did not feel the need for
additional counseling.

XXX reported that Father Sabatino had molested her when she was 7 or 8 years
old. This would have happened about 1963 or 64. She was part of the Sodality at St.
Peters. Father would play hide-and-seek with the girls and pick one to “hide with”, She
was often picked and Father would touch her all over. It never went beyond touching but it
frightened her. At the time XXX declined an offer of counseling but more recently called
and changed her mind. She has begun treatment.

XXX came with Channel 8 to inform the diocese of abuse by Father Sabatino.
There is no description of the abuse in the file. She was offered counselmg but never
followed through.

’ The uncle of XXX, XXX, and XXX reported that Father Sabatino abused his -
three nieces. Their mother confirmed this happened in 1964 approximately. The girls
were 10, 8 and 11 respectively. They were part of the Sodality and Father played “games”
with them. No further description of the actual abuse is currently in the file. There was no
direct contact with the victims but the mother was told to inform the girls that counselmg
was available to them. i

XXX reported that Father Lawrence Sabatino had sexually molested her over 35
years ago. This happened when she was 12 years old, approximately 1964. The abuse was
heavy petting and kissing. There was no intercourse but a lot of finger penetration. This
would happen when she attended Sodality meetings and Father would play hide-and-seck
with the girls in the dark in the basement of the church. He would molest the girl he chose
to hide with. XXX was offered counseling and given a referral. '

XXX notified the Bishop that Father Lawrence Sabatino had molested her over
thirty years ago when she was 7 or 8 years old. We are still collecting information regarding
this complaint and have not yet made direct contact with her. '

XXX came forward but did not want her story to be made public. She knew Fr.
Sabatino since the age of 10 when she was a patient at Mercy Hospital. She recalls his
constant attention, hugging and holding her. She recalls two trips with him and other
members of the sodality. She does not know what happened the first ime but found it
strange she had awakened without her underpants on which she always wore and the
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second time she awoke during the night with Father reaching under her night dress and
touching her. She was 12 or 18 at this ime and avoided Father from that point on. XXX

feels she is doing fine and did not need counseling at this point.
Father Lawrence Sabatino was born in 1924 and ordained in 1955. He died in

1990 at the age of 65. Father suffered from diabetes a good part of his life.
He served in Portland, Millinocket, Lewiston, Brewer, Brownville Jct and Pittsfield.
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Fr. Sabatino Page 1 of 2

Robbin, Leanne

" From: Frederick C. Moore [fmoore@rkmiegal.com]

Sent:  Thursday, August 07, 2003 10:48 AM '
To: Robbin, Leanne
Cc: Frederick C. Moore

Subject: Fr. Sabatino
Here is the information you requested on Father Sabatino:

Q 1) What were the restrictions piaced upon Father Sabatino in 18587; .

A. The victim's parents had come to the Bishop and reported that Fr. Sabatino played a game with their -
daughter in which he pretended to'be the big bad wolf and pressed his body against her, apparently fully clothed.
Whatever restrictions Bishop Feeney placed upon Father Sabatino during face to face meetings with him would
not necessarily have been reduced to writing. A formal waming threatening suspension, on the other hand, wouid
- be in writing, and Bishop Feeney did place such a formal wamning In the file. There is a letter in the file dated
September 18, 1858 to Father Sabatino from Bishop Feeney which states: .

This letter, as | promised, confirms the oral advice and warning that | gave you privately in my office,
Thursday, September 18, 1958.

As & result of complaints against you by Lawiston, Maine, | forbid
you under penalty i be incurred “ipso facto®, to visit the orne, or to seek the :
‘companionship of o play games”. | also extend the pen suspension for any kind of visit
a

within the limits of s parish, Lewiston. If for any reason, a business errand shouid call for your
presence in the same territory, you will first consult me and get my permission.

| repeat my warning that you are to abandon all familiarity under the name of “piaying games” will [sic:
probably should have been "with"] girls of all ages, young and mature. :

* With every good wish, | em
Yours sincergly in Christ,

Bishop of Portiand

Q 2) Who was notified:

There wouid be no record of this information, but we assume that at least the pastor was notified as there
are compiaints in the file from Father Sabatino about how he was freated by the Pastor (Sabatino was an
- assistant) and that the Pastor didn't trust him. - : '

Q 3) Is It corract that until his death there were-no other accusations?

This is probably correct. The first clear accusation in the record after 1958 was not reported to the Diocese
until 1993, three years after Father Sabatino's death. However, there is an ambiguous memo in the file in 1971
referring to “incidents”. In all faimess, that term could refer to incidents of inappropriate touching although it
appears from the context more fikely to refer to incidents where Sabatino had been in the presence of young
giris; the memo is cryptic but appears to be addresssing the question of whether his presencs with them bceurred
outside the line of duty and was therefore cause for concern. Alsg, since he was under formal threat of
suspension in the event of further inappropriate touching, one would hope that he would have been suspended if
there were a recurrence. If you need to review the 1871 memo yourself and don't have it, iet me know.
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Fr. Sabatino

Q 4) List of assignments:

Assistant ~ Cathedrai of immaculate Conception, Portiand:

Assistant — St. Martin of Tours, Millinocket:
Assistant — St. Patrick, Lewiston:
Assistant — St. Peter, Portlanc:
Assistant — St. Joseph, Brewer:
Administrator — St. Francis Xavier, Brownvllie Jet
Pastor — St. Francis Xavier, Brownville Jet:

. Pastor — St. Agnes, Pittsfield: '

Died: August 6, 1990.

. if you have any other questions, please give me a call.
Fred

A EMntd

Pege 2 0of 2

June 17, 1955
September 1855

September 1956

September, 1858

November, 1970

September 1974
December 1874
November, 1978
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"ATTORNEY GENERAL

Investigation Division
Date: May 9, 2002
To:  Brian MacMaster, Chief

From: Det. Bruce Densmore,

Subject Report of sexual abuse by clergy

i

on May 7, 2002 { returned a call tAgf P

Date of Call: May7, 2002 _
e of Allsged victi:
Date of Birth: - - _
Address:
Telephone:
- Allegation: :
Name and Position of Alleged Perpetrator: Sabatino, Roman Catholic Priest
Date of Offense: S

Withesses: . - -

Present Location of Alleged Perpetrator: Unknown

ported that when-she was 5-3 years of age, Father Sabitino abused

Synopsis:
her. sald that she has no recoliection of the abuse Iiself but did recall her mother
_reme’ ar Jrorn Father Sabitino's vehicle. She said that she was setting on the floor,

crouched under the dashboard in the front passengers compartment when her mother removed
her fromn the vehicle. Essantially, the foliowing information was reveal to by her.
mother ' I

* » The victim was in the 1% grade attending St. Patrick School in Lewiston. Fr. Sabitino
would remove her and he brother from the school in the afternoon and drive them to a
place in Lewiston known as Thom Craig, Bird Sanctuary. Fr.Sabitino would send her

bro ick strawberries and he would keep \lBWith him.

> was examine mow deceased.

> e allegation was reported 10 the Roman e in Portland and Sabitino
was removed from St.Patrick's and piaced elsewhere.

Not having any recoliection of the allegation,mwas asked to reduce the
information she had received from family to written form a forward the information to this

ofﬁce-.-a'greed to the request.

6 State House Station + Augusta, ME 04333-0006 BOYTSH
Tel: (207) 626-8520 ¢ Fax: (207) 287-3120 ' ”U



May 14, 2002

State Atiarney Generals Office
Atm: Bryce Densmore - Investigations Dept.
6 State Street : '
Anguste, Maine

Iapdog‘mfmﬁedehyhmdingtﬁshﬁqu—hismuchhwdﬂmwmemmmMImoﬁgmk
would be. o '

‘While I was aﬁrstgradestndmI@StPanick’sSchoolinLewistou.Maine,Iwasahmedbyapriestbyﬁmnme
_ofSabiﬁno(scnry,Idonotknowhisﬁrstnamcmdhavcyettoaskmymcthm'). While I do not have any memary
of what occurred I do have 8 very vivid memary of the following: ' :
-ﬁnﬁnghacmmdaﬂ:cdambom'd-memmtd]mgmegogaupmdnmbeamw-wmhingmy
mnthﬂ'oaningmmecar(lcansﬁﬂmhu'ﬁee&ﬂmlooksh: car). Idonot remember
getting out of the car or being taken home. My next memory is @ remember being on &
'table(notsirﬂﬂghﬁknéaﬁngmﬂaemhlewfmyhmddmhonmymmdnotmnﬂngtobe'm 1 remeriber
not'wnﬁngtohw‘eﬂiedoctu'twchmc-hzmldmehewasgoingmcheckmcanusinghisﬁngamﬁﬂzamidget
onitaremc:nbuhjmh\showingmchisﬂngerwhhambbaﬂﬂnggnm During the exam I remember telling him
‘M.andmﬁ:mlhadwpee--lwasmmﬂmwthis-hehpttdﬁngmmaﬁmsmofwha:he :
was doing - that it was oxify a feeling of having o pee. Ikeptteﬂinghiml’wamedtogctdowntopee-hcﬁmﬂy_
uﬂdmctogoahead&tywpeeandlmmunbuuyingtoandmthinghappmﬂ When I was about 9 yrs. ald I
remember finding a pill bottle with my name on it. 1 remember asking my mother sbout it and she said I
sometimes had bad dreams and these pilis heiped me to sleep. I have since found out that for years I had
nighmmandwmﬂdwakeupsamingabanﬂafgenoss”nyingtogame ) '

I do not have any other memary of what occurred. Ihave bits of pleces of memaries but they are all very confiising
&mwefeeﬁngshavealwmlcﬁ:mcﬁdingaﬁ'aidsomﬁlpow, 1 have not consclously tried to remember therm.

I relay the following from my mother R = =5 ™

- My%eiﬂyemsoldqthanm)toldhsrthatﬂnpﬁwtlmdtakmme-hzdidnotknow
where - she went t0 fmmdmc'sitﬁngmmeﬂocrofthccarmdcrthedashboard-shespdcetoﬁ:c
priest and tock me home. I wonld not talk sbout what happened. She gave me a bath and contirued to ask me
whmhappmed..Atme'pdﬂwbﬂelwasm'yinglsaidmhﬂ“don’tywknowﬂutbcnemm’?. She then calied
the docters office and was told to bring me in, After the exam she and my father went to the Lewiston Police .
station to report what had happened. hdyparemSwuetddthmmsyneededtoommtherishmAxchdim&
as they eould do nothing - this was handled by them. Nhrparmtscmtw:edﬂ:eArcbdioceseinPorﬂandandmcn
met with them the following day. Thsyrunovedthepﬁestandtoldmyparentsthmhzwmﬂdncvuaginbe
placed in a parish or bave any dealings with children. N ' ,

In speaking with my trother remembers another time that the priest took me - hie wes with me and the

priest took us to & place called craig 7 - u bird sanctuary area in Lewiston). Hs told my brother to go pick:
strawberries and kept me with him. Wbroﬂauruncmbersmﬂngbacktothccm'andsedngmcmthehoodof
the car with the priest kissing me and me trying to push him away and arying. My trother asked him what he was
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doing to his sister - the priest told him to go beek & pick strawberrics - my brother replied to the priest thathe
could not find any and to leave his sister alone. My trother has always fit guilty because he let the priest take me.
He felt that he should not have let me go with the priest. _ _

Mymoﬁwhasalmuysuiedwdiscussvmathappmed_vﬁthmebmlmmedm. I figured if I could not

, remember what happened I did not need to. 1 realize that I must attempt to remember. I feel guilty that I did not
pursue this earlierbecansemaybglcmﬂdhaveprevmedanutherchﬂdﬁmnﬂnisabusc. I wanted to believe that
the church would keep him away from children - they did not. Thcyevm'pmhiminapm-ishintheDenoitMaine
area Wmoth&'fbtmdthisanwhmsheandmystep-faﬂl&mtemptedtobcmarﬁcdinhisparid:(ws& The
parish priest was willi themxmﬁlhewas'tuldmymoﬂlmname-hetoldmystep-fmha'-ﬁ:.athccculd
not marry them only been & widower for e little over a year, When my mother found ‘out the
priests name (Sabitino) realized that it was him. She did not tell my step-father because she f&it he would do

something to the priest.

I know I should have contacted the Archdiocese at this point but, I could not - I did not want to remember. Now
havelostmyd;an_cctocopﬁmthjm. I fee] guilty & betrayed by the church. _ .

Sorry if this letter rambles on. ‘Thank you so much for taking the time to discuss this with me. If you need more

information my brother §JJasked me to pass on t6 you that he is willing to help in any way. ' am in the process
ofwddngprahsimﬂhdp-aspdnﬁﬂaslknowﬁisﬁﬂbeldpneedm:mb&.

Sincerely,

il
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/Eather Lawrence Sabgtino (deceased - on list previously reported)

N :
q reported that from about the age of 12t0 17,
Father Sabatino would touch her breast. He wouid sometim her legs but
mostly it was her breast. She has been offered counseling. ﬂihdicated that it
happened to ail the girls and they could not talk about It.
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ROBINSON
KRIGER &
McCaLLUM

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Stephanie Anderson, Esq.
District Attorney - District 1
Cumberland County Courthouse
142 Federal Street

Portland, ME 04101-4151

Chiid Prdtcctive Intake

Depeartment of Human Services

-221 State Street
- Augusta, ME 04333

Re:  Report of Possible Abuse of a Minor

Gentlepersons:

May 20, 2002 -

TWELVE PORTLAND PIEI
POST OFFICE BOX 56
PORTLAND, MAINE 04112-05¢:

TELEPHONE (207) 772456
. FACSIMILE (207) 773-500:
rkmiegal.eon

- ROBEXT C. ROBINSON
- JOHN M. MeCALLUM
FREDERICK C. MOORE

- THOMAS F. McNABOE

- RICHARD F, VAN ANTWERP

LAWRENCE B. GOODGLASS
MARGARET PHAIR SACK

. JAMES C HUNT
THOMAS QUARTARARD
THOMAS R EELLY
DOUGLAS ], ALOFS
DARBY C. UREY

OF COUNSEL

C oG messon

I am writing in my capac1ty as counsel for the Roman Catholic Bishop of Portland to reporta
contacted the Diocese to report that
she had been abused bcgmnmg when she was 1n the 7 gra which would be in the late 1960s), by

case of possible abuse of a minor.

Father Sabatino, who is now deceased.

T grew up in Portland. She states that Father Sabatino would touch her on the breast and
leg. She reports that the breast touching occurred at St. Peters. The leg touching would ocour in acar;
She states that she reported the abuse to her father, who thereafter would not allow her to be alone with
Father Sabatino. She also reports that she beheves that other girls were abuscd

_ The Diocese has offered counseling to-

Please do not hesitate to call if I may be of further assistance.

Vcr/yZ/ yours,

Thomas R. Kelly
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TWELVE PORTLAND FikR
POST OFFICE BOX 56l
PORTLAND, MAINE 041128540

ROBINS ON | | : ‘ | : | : TELEFHONE (307 7736545
K'RIGER ' & ' | ‘ ' n-um: :o\csummw (::n '::1 m:
MCCA.LLUM ' K ; RODART €. ROBINSON

JOHN M. McCALLUM

ATTORNEYS ATLAW S , ‘ . .. PREDERICK . MODRKE
S , : - THOMAS R, McNADGE

‘ : : RICHAKD ¥, VAN ANT WERD
TAYRRNCF R COODGLASS
MARGARET PHAR SACR
JAMES C. BT

THOMAS QUARTARARD
THOMAS R KELLY

- ‘ DOUGLAS ). ALOPS:

Apri] 1,2002 o DARBY G. UREY
' DFCOUNSEL

Stcpbarﬁe Anderson, Esq. JAMESS GER
District Attomey - Distict 1
Cumberiand County Courthouse
142 Federa| Street
Portland, ME 04101-4151

Child Protective Intake -
Departrent of Human Services
221 State Street

Augusta, ME 04333

Re: - Report of Possible Abuse of a Minor

. Gentlepersons:

ort 2 case

msel for Roman Catholic Diocsse 6f Portland to ¢
came to ses

the request.of her daughter She named three girls whom she belicved were abused by Father
ho was born in 1954 and was

Lawrence Sabatino, who died 1n 1980. The girls were
abused around. 1964 in the 5% gradc;#bom m who was abused in the 3% grade around
1953; and born in1959 Who was abused when she was'in the 6 grade around 1964.
-u:t not mention Specuﬁcally what happcncd to the girls and may, in fact, not know.

. 1 am writing in my capaci
of possible abuse of a minor.

as asked to encouraged the gu'ls to cormne forward to tell their own story and to receive an

offer of counseling.
Please do not hesitate to call ifl may bc of further ass:stance

Very truly yours,

. - ) ~ Frederick C. Moore
FCM/JT:h | . - ean B 5 202



*  POST OFFICE BOX 562
FORTLAN, MAINE 041120568

| ROBNSON o - .‘ - : ‘ m&ﬁm'(zo%)ﬁrz-ssas"

CKRIGERR & o wlmnE
iy MCCALLUM e ' _ _ P . : - nomwc.npnmsow
' . . T I . JOMNM. McCALLUM
ATTORNEYS ATLAW L . =  FREDERICKC MOORE
. o . .o o , - THOMAS B McNABDS
' ; ' : - 'RICHARD F. VAN ANTWERP
. LAWRENCE B. GOODGLASS
MARGARETFHAILR SACE,
. _JAMES G. HUNT
THOMAS QUARTARARG
st e
March 21,2002 © - - oawrcu
' e OF COUNSEL
.J@;mn}n
. Stephanie Anderson, Esg.
District Attorney - District 1
Cumbertand County ¢ Coarthouse
142 Federal Street
. . Portland, MI_E‘04101-41'5_1 !
* Child Prottecuﬁel‘ntaké
Department of Human Servwcs
" 221 State Street -

Adgusts, ME 04333,

- Ee: . chort of Possfble A’buse of aMmor

N

Gmﬂepersons

'j : Iam wnnng in'my capacity. as t:ou.nsel forthe Roman Cathnhc Bwhop ofPorﬂandto rcport a’
.. cass of possible child abuse. Porﬂand recently wrote to the

. Bmhop and. reported that she was a vietiti over 30 years ago at the age of 7 or 8. She dict not specify
" what happehed. She. reports that she we:ut to St. Peter’ s Church and was abuscd by Fafher Sabanno who

dled in 1990,

o In keepmg wlfn the Blshop spohcy -‘has ‘been oifered comschng at thc expense of g
the Dmcese : : _ . '

Please do not heﬂtatc 10 call xf I may be of ﬁn'ther asmstance

Veryuuly yours ) : ‘. - "‘t!vp:r}
7 TR 2220

‘ FCN.Umh . FrodcnckC Moorc . _' s f\auf A‘Tm. - ,
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March 11, 2002

Bishop Gen'y

Pedophilia wc‘ams speak out and yet are we really bemg hcard'? I don’t think .sol I was
ashamed of your behavior in recent weeks, in regards to the subject of removal of the two
priests for their past actions. I cannot believe that all this cowardice has gone on, and that
you are and have been the root of it. I thought the job of the Bishop was to lead or
shepherd the flock, not put serious decisions in the hands of people who are no more
qualified than I am to decide the fate of & parish. _

Being & victim myself over thirty years ago, I'applaud the fact that people have come
forward ‘and opened themselves up for all to see the hurt, angmsh and dcspa.u that most of

us have felt.

Ihzvctwodanghtcrsth.axaiiendCtholicschooL one of them having made her _
sacraments of initistion. I am ashamed to say that I do not want my daughter left alone
- with a priest while she confesses her sins. How ironic the people we tell our sins to and
ask forgiveness from are the people that have violated us. Who wﬂ.l forg:ve them? I

know it won "t be me.

Whensomethmghkethxshappenstoyouasachﬂd, 7018ycarsold,howdoyouthmk
your decision making process forms after that? What & mess certain parts of my life
have been. If not for my faith in God I wouldn’t have survived. I certainly did not find
my faith in the Catholic church. I bad a flashback just recently in the midst of all the
uncovering that bas taken place. Imagine this Bishop, I went to sodality at St. Peter’s
church as & small child and you had to pay a fee to belong. . I wonder what the going rate
is today to fondle a child, I think back then if was 35 cents. Do you think Father
Sabatino has been forgiven for his sins? I don’t think so. .
. Soin closing I will say this Bishop, I bope whien all is said and done, our leaderisa
Shepard not a sheep. When you put your head on your pillow at night, I hope you can
rest. I know that I can, my children are safe and sound, because [ am mmdmg my
FLOCK. The question is, are you?
Always in Christ

i
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Mearch 10, 2002

Bishop Gerry

I am writing in responsc to the Pedophilia epidemic within the Catholic Church. Iwould
first hlce to say that as a victim myself, [ am appalled at the way you have NOT dealt with

th this past Saturday that you were pressured to make & decision
_ I'will commend you on making the right decision,
though I do not believe it was your own. You can not stop:here, as I believe that God is

empowering us all to make a clean sweep of these perpetrators.

" If the Catholic diocese needs to close churches, for lack of priests, then so be it. The
church itself is only & building, we can maintain our faith in God in our hearts. Maybe
with some input to Rome from il of us we-can turn the church around and start heading
in the right direction. We need to start allowing priests to marry if so desired. God
would not have created us as sexual beings, if he-did not want us to be just that “sexuial
beings.” You must.stop employing pedophﬂes and also homosexual men as mms'tens of
our faith. -

Our faith teaches us that no form of abuse is excep'rable and yet you allow these men to
be moved about communities as their punishment. You teach us that homosexual '

- behavior is unexceptable and yet the good majority of your employees are homosexuals
who have active relanonshlps

Our faith is very judgmental when it comes to wrong doings. For example, a

Grendfather, Father, Stepfather, Uncle, ete. who commits such a heinous act would be

shurmed by us and the criminal justice system would punish him for his abuse. Yet the
churchprotects a man who wears a collar and commits the same heinous act. He still

earns a paycheck, still ministers, still has a title, still commits these CRIMES and no one

but the next victim knows about him. You, as the head of our church decides whet is best

for him and have no regard for the victim. You should have demanded that these priests

name their victims, What ever happened to your belief in the 10 commandments *““Thou

shalt not lie” that is what you have done every time YOU have COVERED UP for all of

these perpetrators.

On the subject of treatment, I would like to know whom these priests were treated by

because if they can be so called CURED in 6 months, I feel as a victim I deserve the

same. I was violated about 35 years ago by Fr. Sabatino, and am only starting the bealing
process. So please Bishop show me the way to heal in only 6 months time, after ail my
abuse is still an open wound. The permanent scamngmllremammthmcﬂ:rou@om ew=D
- my life. B

Our fan‘h chastises people for adultery divorce, abortion, just to name a few and yet they ?

9 ?_QU?. “

won't spcak out about sexual abuse. For several years or perhaps longer, this subject has e Mo !

......
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been tucked away, for what' safekecpmg? The truth is out now and must be dealt with
swifting and thoroughly. God is working with the VICTIMS not the PERPETRATORS.
No more hiding them behind the walls of the church, because God will in fact destroyy the
church as it stands today if need be. Furthermore, I want my perpetrators name made '
public. He may be dead, but I am very much alive!

I can honestly saythat you are not the leader I want representing my faith and me. We
need someone who is not afraid of lcadersh1p, in the true sense of the word.

In God I trust

L
. -

._Fi—.-

hAH ‘2 ? 02 _

. ©

o ,,,.....n-
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~ March 15, 2002

Stephanie:

Received a call this morning ﬁ'om— ,
She states she was abused by a priest 40 years ago at St. Peter’s Church in Portland by

Father Lawrence Sabatino, who.has since died. -

~ She wrote a letter to “Church World”, 2 Catholic newspaper, about 15 years ago
regarding this situation. She also contacted an attomney, but the statute of limitations had

passed.

She said this priest was.moved over and over to different churches and she said all the
families knew of what he was doing, and yet no one did a thing, ‘

She is very upset at the reaction of the church and wants to know if you would call her
back to discuss. ‘ .

Lot - | .

Zister - eajlot  ipra - /7);‘ m;s.rdt o reaehinn
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ATTORNEY GENERAL

Investigation Division

Date: March 14, 2002

To: ‘Brian. MacMaster

From: Det.l Mark Watsh

Subject: Abuse by Clergy member

Date of Cal! March 29, 2002

Telephone:
Address:
Name and Position of Accused: Father Lawrence Sabatino, Roman Catholic Priest, St.
Peter's, Portland, Maine

Approximate Date of Event: Approximately 1960 or 1961 (a warmer month)
" Location of Event: Front Steps of St. Peter's Church, Portland, Maine

Description of Event: Two Incidents of the accused hugging the caller. The caller said
that she felt that the accused had an erection whiie he hugged her.”

Present Whereabouts of Accused: Deceased, possibly in 1987 or so. -

(Note: The caller advised me that she has already made a report of this matter tfo
Cumberiand County District Attorney Stephame Anderson).

. Fold me that when she was 12 or 13 years oid (approx 1960) she lived on
Munjoy Hill and attended a public school, but went to St. Peter's Church in Portland for religious
education. said that on two occasions, she went to rehgaon classes at St. Peter’s

. of hers good-bye.
t the ime
at she

and afterwards, rather Lawrence Sabatino hugged her and th
Father Sabatino then gave her and her friend some candy.
she knew something was “wrong” when Father Sabatino hugged her. sai
fi

ather Sabatino had an erection and rubbed it against her as he hugged her.

aid that this happened on two separate occasionsqaid that she and the
priest were on the front steps of St. Pster's Church when it happened, and the weather was

aid she did not tell her parents about what h at the time. @
e same thing happened to her female friend. ﬂatd she dis d it
e wrth her friend about what Father Sabatino was-doing and how it was wrong.
i d not feel comfortable divulging the name of her friend without consuill
said her friend now resides outside of the state.
aid that she repres memories until about 15 years ago, about
hter. ﬂald she then felt compelied to talk about
. what happened. id about that time (approximately 1986 or 1987) she wrote
three lstters-to - i revealed what had happened to her, but said she did not
- name the involved priest. Wsatd she wrote these [etters to the Portland Press

6 State House Sation + Augusta, ME 043330006 . L
. Tek (207) 626:8520 + Fax: (207) 287-3120 00 0 10 2




K 2.

Herald, the Bangor Daily News, and a publication calied Catholic World. Faid she
thought that onl olic World published part of her letter and provided & reply in the

publication. aid that maybe the Bangor Daily News published her letter, but she
wasn't : ' -

aid she did not report the matter to the Catholic Church once she
remembere at had happened to her and her friend. said that in 1986 or 1987,
she did calf the Diocese to find out what the status of the'Oliehding priest was.

said that she was told that Father Sabatino had been transferred to Fairfield,

aid about a year after she calied the church to find out where Father Sabatino was,
paper that Father Sabatino had died. _

said as an adult she also confided to her parents what had happened to
aid that her parents told her that it did not surprise them, as Father Sabatino
ings like that” and was also rumored to have had a girffriend.

was “known for

6 State House Station * Augusta, ME, 04333-0006 | G099 103
Tel: (207) 626-8520 + Fax: (207) 287-8120



ATTORNEY GENERAL .
| | Investigation Division
Date: March 18,2001

To:  Brian MacMaster

From: Det. Bruce Dsnsmore

Subject: Repdrt. of sexual abuse by clergy

On March 18, 2002, | returned & telephone call to NGNS

Date of Cali: 03/15/02
Name of Calle
Date of Birth:

Telephone: | . : _
Name and Posltion of Accused: Fr. Sabatino, Deceased, Roman Catholic Priest, St. Peters
Church, Portiand, Maine.

Approximate Date of the Alleged Conduct' 1963/64

- Location of the Alleged Conduct: St. Peters Ractory, Portiand -

Description of Alleged Conduct: Numerous acts of sexual contact i.e., touching of genitals
through the clothing, both hand and penis contact by the perpstrator and coerce hand topsnis
contact by the victim. collection at this point in time is that no direct physieai
contact occurred during the alleged violations.

Presant Whereabouts of Accused Deceased

-Synops!s' Haported that in 1963/1 964 when she was age 9, she was the victim of
unlawful sexwuial contact perpetrated by Fr. Sabatino. The alleged ssxual contact occurred once
per week during catechism classes that were heid at the perish rectory. Gsnerally, the violation
- occurred during playtime when the group played a game known as Hide & Go Seek.
Reportediy, Fr. Sabatino would engage in the uniawful contact while hiding with
various hiding piaces, i.e., ciosets, behind window drapss and in the cellar of the rectory.
E{ald that during the hiding periods, Fr. Sabatino (always robed) would elther rub his han
penis against her “private parts” and at other would take hold of her hand and

place it on his erect penis that was under the robe. said at the ime she was lead to -
believe that if she did not do what the priest told her o do that she would not go to heaven.
Although, id not realize It at the time, she said that she now believes that Fr.
Sahatino’'s continued pressing and rubbing of his “hard penis” against her was for sexual -
gratification through ejaculation. ﬂ» sald tha,t there were no witnesses to the alieged
uniawful contact. ’

aid that she filed a compliant with the Portiand Diocese on March 30"
1993. She said that she that time and was informed
that Fr, Sabatino was deCeased a ouid not permit =GRS to review

6 State House Station ¢ Angusts ME 0.4333-0006 L 0
_ Tel: (207) 626-8520 + PFax: (207) 287-3120 ' 001 O 4
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records. m said that when she went to the Diocese in 1993 she was accomianied by

- g reporter from Channel 8 News, She said that her name at that time was

| 1000105
. 6 State House Station + Augusta, ME 04388-0006 .
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Stephanie:
Received a call from _

She states she was abused in 1963-64 by a priest at, St. Peters Church, Federal Street, in
Portland. His name was Father Sabatino. He has since died. She filed a complaint with
the church in 1993. She says she was the first female to go public in Maine about this
situation. She, at that time, went to the Diocese to see the records, and they refused to
show them to her. They offered her counseling, but she refused. She did not feel

comfortable

She went for disabilify in 1995 (fora physicai problem) but they gave her the disability
on mental grounds instead. She was only on disability for about 4-5 months.

She doesn’t trust anyone with authority. Has nighﬁ'.‘nares of someone chasmg her in
black. She does not ever get dressed or undressed in front of her husband. She’s aﬁ'ald

of the dark.

She would like to talk to you whenever-you have time. She thinks you'rs wonderfuil to
~ even be dealing with this whole situation. '

She would like to somehow talk to others who have had similar sltuatlons, to put some
type of closure to her ordeal :

I gave her SNAP number, and —r'xame and number, as you suggested.

)
Lois

2/26/2002
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Father James Valiely:

XXX reported that Father James Vallely abuse him while he was an altar boy at St.
Dominic Church in Portland. XXX said that he was abused multiple times (perhaps 100)
between the ages of 9 to 11 or 12, over a period of 2 to 3 years, around 1958 to 1960. The
abuse consisted of “kissing, hugging, genital strulation.” This happened in the sacristy,
the rectory and sometimes at a “camp” in Springvale. It ended when XXX stopped being
an altar boy. XXX had been through extensive therapy before coming to the diocese and
considered himself to be emotionally healthy at the time.

XXX reported that Father James Vallely abused him while he was an altar boy at St.
John Church in Bangor. This would have been about 1953 to 1956 when XXX was
between 10 and 12 years old. Father would take a few altar boys to swim at a camp and
XXX was the last one to be dropped off. Father would fondle his genitals in the car for the
rest of the ride home. It happened once or twice. XXX was offered and provided

counseling,

XXX reported that Father James Vallely molested him in-the late 1950s or early
1960s. This happened at St. Dominic Parish in Portland. There is no other indication in
the file about the nature of the abuse or the age of the victim however the sense is that it
happened when he was an altar boy. Mr. XXX was offered and provided counseling.

XXX claims that Father James Vallely stalked him while he was an altar boy at St
Dominic Parish in Portland. XXX was roughly 11 or 12 years old in 1962-63. Once ata
camp, Father grabbed and fondled XXX genitals and another time, he tried something in
the sacristy. : '

i Anonymous the diocese was informed through a police officer that a man, who did
not wish to speak to anyone at the diocese or to have his name known, had seen the
newspaper reports of the alleged abuse by Father Vallely. He wanted the allegation to be
taken seriously because he also had been abused. He simply wanted this information
conveyed to the diocese. This abuse would also have been in the Portland area.

Father James P. Vallely was born in 1922 and ordained in 1949 in Portland
Oregon. He returned to Maine in 1950 and was incardinated mnto the diocese in 1352. In
1988 he retired due to iliness and died at the age of 75 in 1997. During refirement he
spent part of the year in Kennebunk and part of the year in Florida. Father Vallely was in
Bangor between 1953 and 1956 and Portland from 1956 to 1967.
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Date: ) Wed, Mar 27, 2002 6:52 PM
Subject: Re: Catholic Priests , ‘ ‘

Thank you for your honest and timely response. ['m satisfled with your
answer and feel confident that you will try to serve justice. Pisase
contact me if | can be of any assistance.

Wu_agam.

rstepanie Andersor” i - 022772002 02:25:32
To:- — X ;
cc' .

Subject: Re: Catholic Priests

L

Thank you for your e-mall, | understand better than you know the impact of

sexual and spiuritual abuse and violation of trust on a person’s life, |

have heard from many victims and have fistened. Personally, | befieve and

~ understand how the releass of the names would operate as a healing salve on
many people who have been violated. | would like to expose them. But | am

fattered by the law that | have swom as & sacred duty to uphoid - and |

cannat releasse any names at this time because of a pending criminal .

investigation. Even on the deceased priests, we will be jooking at whether

charges could be laid against others in the church for thier misconduct,

such as hindering prosetution and allowing the abuse to continue.

the Attomey General and | are 100% committed to get to the bottom of this.
1 would like the end resutt to be & full disciosurs, proseoution of thase

we can, & cleaning out and restoration of the church, and a vindication for

- gll victims, - o _

Thank ydu again for your letter.

slﬁoefely, ‘Stephanie Anderson

>5> 03/27 2:19 PM >>>

| have tried to contact you seve regarding this very serious
matter but have been unsucoessful, Your assistant suggested | send this
amalt, . -

| foo was a victim of molestation many years ago at St Dorninic's church
with Fr Vailely. | went to-the church several years ago to report this when
his name finally surfaced as a molester to support other claims. [ never
heard anymaore about it since then. | belleve they found him somewhere in
Florida and ! also believe he has died since. '
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I'd fike you to know how tmportant It is to the victims that these names be
brought out in the open regardiess of the time or severity of the abuss,
regardiess If they are aiive of dead. It's wrong to assume that no good can
come from divulging this information after such a long time or afterone's
death. lt's healing for us to see them exposed and that should be enough

motivation for you.

1'm now 52 years old and can remember every detall, every word and every
action of those sncourtters that happened forty years ago. Please consider

this when & decision Is made ,by those who have never experienced this, on

how to proceed from here.

P.S. If siavery is allowed to surface again in the oou&s, shouldn't this
have & plece to0? _

Thanks for your attention, -

- 000110



State of Maine

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

MEMORANDUM
Té: Priests File | |
From:  Leanpe Robbin, Assistant Attorney General
Chief, Financial Crimes and Civil Rights Division
Date: August 6, 2003
Subject: | Mecﬁng at the ﬁiocese on July 10; 2003

- _On July 10, 2003, Brien MacMaster and I met with Monsignor Marc Caron, Sister Rita-
Mas Bissonette-and their attorney, Fred Moore, to discuss the Diocese’s response to allegations

~ of child sexual abuse by priests. Specifically, Brian and I came to the mesting with the intent to
ask about eight different priests: Sabatirio, Vallely, —

/ With respect to Vallely, the Diocese received five complaints against him during the

pericd January through March 1993 for conduct occurring in 1962 through 1963. Vallely was
retired at that time in Florida. The Diocese notified the Bishop in Florida and Vallely’s right to
practice was removed. He died in 1997. He did undergo some outpatient treatment in Florida.

.~ With respect to Sabatino, in September 1958, the parents of a young girl met with the
Bishop to complain about his conduct. As a résult, the Diocese placed restrictions on him, ,
including no contact with the victim or the parish and a prohibition against travel to Lewiston. In
1963 to 1967, he was removed to St. Peter’s. He was moved again in 1970 to St. Joseph's in
Brewer, and then to Pittsfield. In placing him at St. Peter’s, the Diocese informed the parish
priest of the allegations. There was no parish council at that time. The Diocese did not receive

another complaint against Sabatino until 1993. Sabatino died in 1990.
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