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FPebruary 25;J1§ﬁﬁ-u

- Mr. Gustavo Luls Bensan
' 8t. Patrick Seminary
~.L!".tanlﬂ Paxk Calif, 94025

Daar Wr. Bensom;

which had been aradlted ta yaur accaunt by

yanr parents- | ' 3 -

" Plaage be assuzeﬁ of my prayerhﬁl §0Qﬁ wishes

far ynu and all nf the San Blegans at Qt‘_“hw

- Patrlck s.‘

Sincgrely'yeuga.in Christ,
Rev. Msgr.
Chancellor
Cec: Mrs, |
bc: Acctg. Dept.

Benson-TC00199



N b a B & & Y 1
the dlocnsan loan, they should consider that .I zm already a second
heologlaq in excellent standlng, and that I belleve, should be enougn
for anynne.. : :

ﬁse my SLtuatlon now stands, I have ho Sav1naq to meet my dally
“]”exp=nses, “anid sinee I have not~ wanted-to- burden- my~fam11y -‘beyond-their--
'mﬁetlng fiiy -Gar  paymentsy I have had- “to resort to-pari-time. =mployment.
I ear“-stly petition that you correct the Chancery's dscislon, and that
ny funds be ssnt immediately sither to me or my. parents, Thank vou
for your attenticn. With best wlshes to you, I am,

Iours truly,

i . .gw pz“’%ﬁ’/: -—-\l-c?"u.._
Gustave Luis Benson

‘Bt. Pabrick's Semihary.
Menlo Park, Calif. 94025 -

v e e TS SRS 7
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| abente, vilide.ae Tieire promoveri possis. et valeas. . . ..
: ﬁolﬁmﬂs tamen ut praedictae littérae ﬁoétrgﬁ nonnisi acéedgptE'
Superibruﬁ Sémiﬁatii Cconsensu afﬁué testimonio efféc?um sortiantur.

" BeVarts b wslifis e fure Gervatiaisl” CoRbravit Guibussingis on

dbstantibﬁs.

Datum ex aedibus cancellariae Nostrae,'suhsigno-sigilloqqe

, . Nostro,.ac-Cancellarii Nostri subscriptibne, anno Domimi 1971

die vero 31 " mensis Maii. _ .

pl's'copus Sarcti Didaci

to.Excﬁi, ac Revmi Episcopi

Benson-TC00201



. Maxch 15, 1971

“St. ?atrlck's Seminary
.Manlm ?ark' california

" n’ Wt
' .

‘ Maxl an Amerlcan and allenateﬁ ;outh 1n'the Imperial
' -fvallay.- 8incé these young pecpls would be' the future leaders in the -
 church, w& natura‘ly £alt’ that somehow, ' sémeone within the Church should -
'ﬂhmwraach out-te-them. mItwwag -8k this-901nt thau GuE-. Bensonmhrought out them.J
‘ idaa mf a8 Cultuvaf Teen. benter in’ Calex1uo_v IL was a araat idea, a
”jreach@uc p;ogran For the Mexican' Ameriean youth,;" ~Ehe- poor, - the ulsadvanv
taged. @us Benszon was put in charge of this program for tha samner,_with
the idea that someone else would continue when school began. From the
very beginning this job of reaching the youth would not be an sasy one,

 but a patlent and trying role.m“Hﬂwever, Gue Benson was. abla to reach
,Lthem anﬁ galned the :mgnfﬁwghﬁ”‘ana trust._

‘Gus: Benson has proven more than onée hia leadership abilities, His par—
sanality, His warmth, conecdérn and sgpecial “"touch® and understanding of
youth make him a tremendouse asset as a Ffuturae priest. Gue Benson ig the
- _type of man, pecple ih the modern world, would want as a priest. . His
intellectual abilities were brought to my attention more than once. I
was impressed by his written prepesal pntltlonlng funds for the contin-
: uatlen of the Teen Center. Gus Benson is not only a knowledgeable and
r~thinking youﬁg man, -but with ‘the added gife of puct;nq it Dﬂ,paner.

Benson-TC00202
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' I the unders1gned test1fy before God that the abOVe—ment1oned student

of St. Patr?ck 3 Sem1nary, Men10 Park Ca11forn1a, who 1s 2 cand1date

""iﬁfmyWprESencemtaken*thefabave—ment}onedww%?mwwmmw

oﬂth-accord1ng to the~nor¢<of Tau.

I — et

. Benson-TCOOZOS
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RECTOR'S TESTIMONIAL

To the Most Reverend Jeiwﬁ_” Lk D BIDHQP QE SAH DIEGO GALIF

tdf*ﬁ1ch he’ Is:fe he: pfomoted-- i
he has-made or w1:] make the retreat- prescr1bed by Canon 1001
he has; produeed test1m0n1a]s of. bapt1sm, ‘confirmation,.of parents'

d ucesemnnmwh1chwhewh:,vf_e,uwmwww;QeWmMQO

'he has secured the proper d1spensat1on from any 1rregu1ar1ty which may
‘have been d}scovered (Canon ‘984-988) ; .

he- has secured all other d1spensat10ns,

cerning the investigations of the. candidate s f1tness have been made.

SEAL

.. we have on file sat1sfactory Ve

tion Let
the prescr1pt1ons of the Instruct1on Quam Ingens (Dec 27, '1930jvEdh¥

t. Patrick’s Seminary.
nTo Park Ca11forn1a

M

U ———

Benson-TC00206



/By PATHIERS SEMHNARY

L P SR TE N R s

PEY | t1on from any 1rregu}ar1ty wh1ch may
have been d15covered (Canon 984 988), :

:§:u that he hes“seQQreg_a]l:pther@d1spensation55;

8. that the candldate has taken if necessény, the oath mentipned in

‘ng:m-mthat the cand1date has or w14] have made the required retreat (Canon 1001),

10. that the cand1date has taken the requ1red oath of freedom and know1edge
.of the cbligations assumed (Quam Ingens - Dec. 27, 1930) B

11, that the cand1date has made the requ1red Profession of Faith and taken
the oath aga1nst Mouern1sm (Canon 1406 #7), S

12.  that I have had w1th the" cand1date the persona] interview required by .
’ the Sacred: Congregation of the. Sacraments (Quam Ihgens - Dec. 27, 1930};
that I am -satisfied that hé understands the ob11gat1ons attach1ng to
the Sacred Orders he is about to receéive and that he is ready to assume ,
them freely and from the .proper motives.

onfid 's. Sem1nany
Menlo Park), CaTIfbrn1a f'

SEAL

Benson-TC00207



mbrace gnd hon F1n eachyandmgvery part what by‘the‘

andua
h 1

Roman Pontiff

I prom1se and swear, 50 he]p me God and these Ho1y Gospels which I
touch with my hand . .

e 5.::5_ /?L/'?;/_

2 /fmﬁmbf A,

. {914_}:&_; -nc,.et_ﬂmé é_? MQ o’ﬁz@—c_&jﬂ_tg,
f m G{JQ«LH. c_.;,Lj’(_

Benson-TC00208



ST PATHIEES SEMINAHY

MENLO PARK CA!.IF'DRNIA 94025 -

a?.—»w,. WWJJ'WW.&MJJM&-/#-#/ MAZ(
M.-:fff'_ia/a-——\_&/dw -dﬁf«/ .-;/’»1?, .fdmw’/-y/mw_af-—é:wégw’

' -‘“/W et éwwfm-‘/, 477 /éé;’v//\é—é/’-'/

AWM/ZQW ,5;2,7”4, 1 A corrasl. bf,%MM/w?l "4""\4/'- -

| .W/%,z;;é.c@/@;? _
_— L /44;,_4,;7 ,j’é,.,l/f,:a/.

e

- Benson-Tco0209
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w*creatzve

" 'EVALUATION AND RECOMVENDATION BEFORE MAJOR ORDERS ~

NAME : GﬁéfﬁvoZLIKBehsdn;”

) ':fSCRUTINIU = Scrut:.nlum with the Rector_:was__held_,,,, n,J anu_ "' twenty—
. e:Lgh“l:h fo;_ one hour. H:!.S att:l.tudes, conv:Lct:Lons concern:tng prlesthood

"y honest young man, always a el
lean-cut and decent in appearance,.he is-industrious and"
orks well w1th a good sense. 154 duty and respon51b111ty.w He .
is génerous w1th his timé" &and talents, ‘he.is’ sen51t1ve in his. feellngs for
‘the needs of people and for brotherly frlendshlp._ Wlth most’ everyone he

is able to have 'good. personal relatlons— only ‘at tlmes ‘does he project
T rgomewHAT A FAthHE T SEoHLeEE0T attltude iy thé‘semlnary ‘context: and-meKes - some -« -
Calbit uncomfortable w1th him. “He has’ adjusted ‘well'to the: dlrectlves and.
”programs &F his” prlestly formatlon ‘here;" prayer and 11turglca1 Tifé have-

real significance in his life. We have noted that he has improved g:eatly

in his ability to assess situations and deal with them realistically, in
particular, he has the ability to listen even in. 51tuat10ns of dlsagreemEnt

and to assess the meaning of the p051t10ns of others and try to. respond
—to-them, —-At-times -in-these. situations..he..has. to.. .control some, 1mpatlence,

-but generally. sPeaklng he has. done this and we have. every hope that he.

w111 continue to be very prudently zealous.

.igentleman

.
i

Berison-TC00210



o occurred or: been reported from the penod 1960 through 1988 y

Bernardmo Coﬁnty) wrlli be revrewrrrg the files to deterrrune Wheﬂrer they rnust be"
produced to the plaintiffs. | - :
The Order prcnndes, among other ihmgs that the Diocese produce files which

The Drocese has agreed o turn over the fﬂes through the 1988 date. 'I‘he fﬂes will

include dates of alleged acts of m1sconduct the sources of information and the

' maintenance of files regarding alleged accusatmns of misconduct. It is incumbent
upon me to inform you that materials- from your prrest file are among those materials -

which will be turned over by the Drocese in complymg with this Order by ]udge '

ng B . S s , -

- Judge Zleba.rth w111 review- the flles and make his report to ]udge Krug regardmg :
- whether or not those files ate dlscoverable which means Whether they should be

turned over to plamtlff’s counsel

Benson:TC00211

1201 E. I-Eghlarld Ave San Bernardino, CA 92404  Phone: (909) 475-5120 ¢Fax: (909) 475 5109 _
g-mail: modemtorofeuia@sbdiocese.org ‘ g g0211



@ffm: nf thz 'Jﬁtﬁhnp

' September 21, 1990

.. Reverend custavo Benson._.

‘-Dear Gus:
e Y : - IR :
I enjoyed the dlnner we shared together in Ensenada and appre01ated theﬁ

,'It was good that we had. some clarlflcatlon regardlng our past communi-
'hcatlons.' I know you are pleased you have flnlshed your basic couriseling

PP T Y

our probatlon has been c

as noted in

-the next month, I. -ask. that you Pr esent to me a PIEClse plan for a
program. I foresee that. this plan.will include. ongoing meetings with a
Psychologist - and your Splrltual birector. I alsoc recommend -ohgoing
attendance at a sex -anonymous group and you mentioned that you checked

I_mpleted However, your i IT7are i A

ﬁﬁﬁﬁseﬁfj ez"'8 NYE. "Within

R T ¢ ¥ {o B thls, -but-had-not-yet-joined-a- ‘groups- —I-encodrage--your- partici—-

.. pation,- 1n thls type of:a program,-so iyou. w1ll -have: the addltlonalf
.support . :

she

'ith‘adtherapistg
= e | 1o

. Now that you have completed your formal care
‘should ‘send a professlonal report to Dr.’

p : or his.information, S
o;he may proper'y advise me. Lo o

I ask that your - Splrltual Dlrector drop me a note suggestlng ways T ‘can
assist you. ~As fer- your therapist and Spiritual -Director, they w111
‘need your c-nsent for any 1nformatlon to be released.

You are a prlest in good standlng in the Dlocese of ‘San Bernardino,
Apresently' hav1ng permission- to be outside the diocese on special
ua551gnment for Work and m;nlstry 1n the Dlocese of leuana, Mex1co.

BensonJT000212

1450 North D" Street, San Bernéidino, California 92405 « Telephone (714) 3 84 8211 . Fax (714) 884-4890



but
I WElcome your

Sincerely yours in christ

o MOsE REVEE o
- Bishop, DiocCese of San Bernardino

Benson-TC00213
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June 18, 1987

leuana, B C., Mex1co

Daar: Blshop

'I*aﬁpreciaﬁedfteikingfwith you cohéerniﬁg.the possibil~

ity of Pather 'Gustavo Benson, of the Diocese of San

'Bernardino, worklng in pastoral mlnlstry in the Diocese "
of Tijuana. 'A few days later, I was pleased to receive ’

C Eb!:acsd.s ofé‘cuz Remmardine
it Ul a1 e b g ST et PP PN B A R

- S 2V M <o) T o secretary EEHEEIDG, TEREET You Would B =T-2

~willing to glve ‘Father Benson this’ opp‘rtunlty I was.

f‘thenwable o™ reach FEther Befigon ang” ‘agkéd him £dT con=-
tact’ you and I presume that by thlS tlme, he has done

'-so. ‘ _ , : S _ : e

Father Benson’can explaln to you, the circimstances for . .
~ which' we .was- under901ng ‘special- medical ™ care-at Rl e
Foundation House in Jemez "Springs, New Mexico, staffed

by the Paraclete Fathers. I believe that he has made
good - progress in working omn his problems and he has
agreed to. continued care and supervision by Affirmation

House for another year and a half. It is with the'rec-
ommendation of the staff at the Foundation House that
he return to pastoral ministry. -Having received their .

- reports and, knowing Father Benson, personally - far a
»'number of years, I agree w1th their: dEClslon. :

‘There are some very lmportant recommendatlons that have
.been made by the House of Affirmation with which I con-~

cur and these are to be strictly followed by. Father -

Benson. I am_enc1051ng a.copy of - these recommendations
for your information and file. I note,; in particular,
- recommendation number 4 to which he must strlctly ad-

",llenre..Tm".>;,"_mm e e e e e e e e e e

BensanTCOO214
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Most Reverend

pprecnata your-wil

ther Bénson and” am hopeful that he can be of great as—

515tance to’ you and to the church of leuana. - e

glncerelyfyours 'in Christ,

Bishop; Diocese‘of_Sah'Bé#ﬁardinq_-

cc: Reverend

Benson-TC00215



CONFIDENTIAL

~ January 29, 1996

- ‘:Reverend Gustave B_edson

P o “Box 120045

.,.;;:ChulaVlea CA9IO1Z . R

D_ear Gus., :

- higher standard than e.ny other oréamzatton or i mdmdual n the'mteg:nty ‘of fcs pnests
. servauts. The lasr several years have only empha51zed that value

L .;the Iocalhpastors a.nd Cathohcs There ‘ate‘severalissﬁes th

‘any further discussion or resolunon Be assured that both, Bishop 0 and T hztve
- spoken tof bout these condmons in the past R : .

.Thethreeareésare' : B | L . - S ‘ .

1. - Completion of a proper psychological evaluation at the ‘\Iew Life Center in
'~ Virginia. Thad arranged this for and he was prepared to go. He reversed -
his decision. This is an unconditional first step in the process. The evaluatmn
by hls own therapmt is unacceptabie to the Btshop '

G 'eeds to make a fuIl dlsclosure to you and a bishop about his personial
) hlstory pnor to. his arnval in the Dlocese of San Bemardirio.
has been canomcally suspended The process to reverse thlS must be -

’ followed.

h .There may be other leoal or per:.onal issues that need to be addressed . The Dtocese of
~ San Bernardino is hable for the actions of any of its incardinated pnests '

. Benson-TC00216

© 1201 E. -Highland Avenue, San Bemardino, California 92404 4 Phone:_('909) 47,'5'-5120.'4?* Fax: (909) 475-5109



[

it Reverendﬁ@ustavo@ gnson =

]anuary 2, 1996 S

When Yo shire. thxs mformatlon with § please tell him of our desue to assist in'

resolwi:ag‘these rnatters for his own' peace of soul.” With appreciatiori for your concem for
-our brother pnest I retnain

- F.rafe_mﬂlym Ch‘rist,

Benson-TC00217
. YBBAL(
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g i y- e % - o
treatment. Wlth the Paracletes An Jlmez Sprlngs
acceptance J.n the. Dlocese of leuana._ ' i

. The Dlocese of T:.juana know:.ng of: your treatment and aftercare o

- PEOGrEm,...as. .well as. the conditions _that you were w:Lll:Lng to R

‘abide. by, acc:epted you bl |
diocese. It is impossible for you to s s ‘& priest in’the.
Dioccesé of San Bernardine, today. AtAthe present time, ‘I can
-,.mot, grant you faculties  nor approve of, your preachlng for
;m1ss1on appeals here in thls diocese. - : -

In regard to the D:Locese of San D:Lego thlS is entlrely the:Lr,
- decision," knowz.ng that. you are an :anard:l.nated priest in the
Diocese of- leuana. - However, I must honestly say that dn .
'11ght of present events, here in. the United states; "any.
dlocese Whlch is dware of your past dlfflcultles, even though :
- you. part1c1pated in a treatment program, Would not "grant you
“faculties. If we are asked for references, .we would not’ be -

B -.able to prov:r_de a favorable recommendatlon for you.

_."You also: Wrote in regard to Father : §, who has been
~assisting. you  in: Ensenda. ~I was tot 1y. unaware of this

] ecelved ar ‘call: from: -

' ,s:.tuatlon until j'llSt recently, _ W,hen_,If‘

Benson-TC00222

1450 North D" Street, San Bérnardino, California 92405 = Telephone (908) 384-8211 = Fax (309) 884-4830



With,ggayérs'é@d'beéttwisheé;:l am

‘Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend _ s
Bishop, Didcese. of San Bernardino

Benson-TC00223
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The Rew. Gustavo Benson

c/o Servaits of the T-“araf"]etm
35104 Orchara Avenue

Cherry: Valley, A 92423

U SN U S P PUPE VY NSO S L P Al i b g e L)

Ll &y g ems sty 5

~Dear Fa&her»@ustavq,sn»uw

i g 4T gL+ i s 42 et e i ASfRgo 24 minom A s+ 2 fok 1 = R ot 4 s«

_ Please accnnt my  prayers and support for ygu durihg these davs
e -wirl chmgst-bei-very- diffieult. for.you..And. know. that many.people ..,
are 11ft1nc up prayers - to our Futner on your bahalL.

A friend in Colton tmid me ‘this paqt wackend hew . you had nﬂlmed to
chanaa her 1ife and the life of har daughter. It is beécause &Ff

 you that both centinue good, Christian lives in the Church. Others
‘wanted teo know what they conld dé to help yvou. I suggested that
“they tell vou bow they feel. I hope that is acceptable to you, -
Father. . : T - - : ' , :

May our 10v1ng rather, 1& wﬁo n*as'you are & Qre01ou5‘§bn,
be vmly pres Ik

poace. -
Sincerely in. peace and hogpe )
cc: The Most Rev.
' . i

Benson-TCOOZQS



Japuary 28; 1987

B e L dmend G L ey s 2 ® s e

lbﬁ:ﬂerigo 87025

';Dear Father Gus,

tﬁftherrtlme that you went before the court . in

, : ZJust a note to 1et you know of my contlnued support and;
.- fprayers.= Durlng my retreat be assured that you were.
walso in my prayers and Masses at that +time. This’ ‘Was .

I know that the next few days Wlll be very trylng for
you, as the case again comes before the court. Be as-

sured that we will do everythlng possible from here to

. assist you. ‘I know this is a difficult timeé, but I
- know ‘that our support wrll be glven ‘to you through the
Paraclets’ Fathers.

Support letters are being received here ‘at the office.

and" I have responded by asklng them to coutlnue to keep
you in their prayers.

-

Agaln, assurlng you of my love and support I am

Yours in - Chrlst,

Benson-TC()0299

1450 Nowh D ".’ Staeet, ',_.S'a.n. 'Betna.u:lino, aaflfomio. gz405 [7 ,4} '389—3351



<Dear Ms.

'.January 23, 1987

et

ing Father Gus' Benson. " By this time, I am sure you

‘have read in the newspaper of the allegatlons that ‘have

been made agalnst hlm.

our prayers for ‘his intentions. He has
W b K ow’that you and many

'.Blshop, Dlocese of San Berna

“others have been blessed by‘hls mlnlstry and serv1ce at
- §t. Joseph's. ’

Yours in Christ,

"Many thanks for your letter of January 140, 1987 regard-lj

'““As tnese matter afe belng WO ‘kea“out*‘I“ﬂuuwr*Father“

e e entans — - S A e 0 4 B e e i

Benson-TC00300

1450 Aowth D’ cs.hasf.',- San Bewardine, c:;.fi](aznia. gz405 f774j 839—335?’
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" Please issue a monthly chéck to Father.Gustavo Bensoun,

e L fiommthemeﬁestmRe;&einuna_inwthewamountwaﬁgx‘
»texéoveryhisfatipeﬂdWQnBleéSe.hand‘delive:vthefchéck“to

me for fbfwaraing to Father. S _ - o n

Many .thafﬁ.-'k.s cses

BensonJICOOBOZ

.1450 Nerth "D" Strest e Sun Bernarding, .C.zlifurnia 92405 s (714} 889’8351‘
. : . ' - ' SR Nfanan?
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Vicar- Genzral - : | y ~ “Duotese of San Berrardino

e TR TR Y ¢ e ML T

e . ol T8 cana gt 8 b bl et B e S P L e ire 1

_January 16, 1987

Ry T R Gus'tavo Benson

FROM:

wants yoﬁ to know that she is pPraying

for you gﬁd "‘I_l;:c‘aizes you. ' Her. t.e-.i‘ephdne number is:

Ben'son-Tcoo3 03

- San Bernardino, California 92405 -~ (714) 889-8351

1450. North "b" Street . ® -,
- . 060303



'.r3plac

'505 E. Mountain View - . Barstow, Califonia 82311+ _. (619)256-6818

]

1450 North "D” Street :
‘:‘nardlno, Ca. 92405

P " au - 8 % : LI
_ fent for e ‘here. Would be ea51er‘for the Personnel.
‘Bo'ard than to- flndﬂa,hlspanlc pastor who' would be’ full -time
and’ pastoral experlence for Our Lady of Guadalupe.n ‘

I request that you con51der me for this p051t10n when and
~i£w&¢mbecomesmvacaﬂf T£-T am"consldened for Dur Ladv of

Slncerely,

Rev Gustavo Luls Benson

S clc.n Very‘Re%.
o "Very Rev.
Rev.

- Benson-TC00304

000304



@
January 26, 1987
‘; _Dear Mr. and Mrs.

her Gus B nson.; By thls tlme, I am sure you
'Have Fedd in theé neéwspaper of the allegatlons that have
beeén made agalnst him, : :

T *theSé matter*are“berng"worke&*but?W“”"anWWTEtheL
: 8 : 2 ' b in : JHe has’

is" mlnlstfy'and serV1ce at

.

" others have been blessea by
St. Joseph’s.

Yqﬁrs-in Chrisf,

‘Benson-TC00305

_,45.0 dﬂfoz.ég" TN é‘f’z:g,gf; .;S‘aﬁr;,._@gmnachinp, ,aafi..)(qm:‘.a. ‘gzg05 h {‘7;.4j '.3'3‘_9’;3'351 ] ' .. .
g Sty Son Bnasdine, Lalifertc g2d07 - {116) 2995557 gpnggs
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January 16; 196/

”'ry‘effectrve. Of-- the twenty—one dlfferent churches ln Barstow,‘
n Was the' only pastor.“ho ‘aid’ anythlng to' help the’ poor-, There

is a dramtlcally change in ‘the Way people 1n Barstow feel ebout the homeless -

thanks to Father Benson.

" indicated Father Benson would mot’ be returning to Barstow after his TECOVETY .

, Thewpa11tlealipeeplewanﬂthemC1ty~q£.Barstowmdonmtwknow Whatma_flne perSOn e
" we lost when Father. Benson left.j Some of us, d fnot bel“ev

Many people in’ ‘Barstow feel they got rld of the problem. But most of us
are more.determine.to follow through what Father Benson started ‘with the
shelter. The poor don't contrlbute to political action commlttees and . other

_:lSSUES, they do ‘not’ vote, .so -the p011t1c1aus in Barstow don ‘L waut the shelter.

We Want to wish Father Benson a speedy recovery. ' The fact that" Mr
‘almost cofirms the fact that the reason for his leaving’ BarstOW‘was not what -
was indicated. At amy rate if we ean do anything to establlsh ‘his credit-

ablllty or -can. a551st on hrs problems let us know.

Slncerely yours,

Benson-TC00306



. This is to confrrm my dec151on, made at our” meetrng of Tuesday, De—

'ﬁeeember 19, 1986
Reverend Gustavo . Benson

..Servants of the Paraclete o SR
39100 Orchard’ Avenue . R R I

Cherry Valley, Callfornla 92223 -

Dear Father Benson-'i '

cember 16, 1986, that as.of that date you will leave St. Joseph’
Parish in Barstow and. begln a leave.of absence for health reéasons.

At - the present time, you will be in resrdence w1th the Paraclete
Fathers in Cherry Valley._- :

In Worklng with Doctor and Father= ; you will ar-
range a .program and other part:.culars for “your -‘living accommo- . .

datlensuéwhale_myou are addressrnq issues that nece551tated. your

leavlng 8t. Joseph's.

Your offlcral status is a- prlest onw51ck leave, which means .that
you §till have faculties in - the diocese. However, in exercising
-these faculties you are not to be in any programs or mlnlstrles,

_:whlch lnvolve chlldren.-

" As I mentloned to you in our meetlng on Tuesday, I'am deeply sad-

déned that- I must take the. above - action, . but - the, circumstances
whlch made this move necessary are extremely serious. Be assured

that I will do everything possible to assist you in deallng w1th'
these 1ssues and your future mlnlstry as - a prlest.. - '

Asklng God's blessrngs and - graces upon you 1n thlS most dlfflcult-

Yours rn-Christ,

BlShOp, Dloceseﬂof'sah”ﬁerﬁarQ

o e

Benson-TC00307
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