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DEia;r Brothers~n~ sisters in Christ: .. 
" .. ' 

"The -people of God are noio _ immune from difficult and 't29tiblirig 
tiines. The past feW weeks have been such times for·' oUr '.' 
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·fel1irl.~~tl~rJii~1t 
to' "conduct wliidh'p':': orladl'" !t±'ans':i:r~d,;sixT9'a:iid'i:twe~1::;:.€W6"i . , ..... " 1lFP. _ Y .... ". ...:fI ....... , .. , .. -............. . .... .-." Y.......... 
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. r~iichiIlgiout 'to the' purpcirte,fvict~and their falll:n.ies._,· .. 
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- · .. >~e:;e;&~ri~i;"ed61era~~'bYth~'RN~tsid'~i;'r~~·~Enterii,is~". 6yE.r 
· the. past 'two weeks ~oUld .be· nusf."iterpret'edas· -fndicahng that·· 
this matter istiniquely ,iCath6lic. issue, .' 01:". thatc;hild abuse 
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.. ' aibuse:···les:who.:Lly·· •. unacceptable-;"./·That ····sucli··'· a!legaH6ns·····may· 

invoive -a member of the clergy, 'regardless' of denomination, 
·mU?t be condemned. . . 

During tb:e past. several .. years,' the Diocese of Sari B~ardino,' 
· together with.~~_i:-.e.§1:_9f§Q.ciety ,has.increased.i tsawareness 
· of '-i::lie'tragic effects of chil.d abuse in its manyfor:ms •....... Most. 
abuse 'of' ctiildferi" -takes' i;>iace" lri"" the home; some studies 

· suggest. that sixty percent ofchildal;lilse occurs in, this 
environment.. ·Providers of .chiid :services' account for about 
.two:mty percent. If.-the Riverside Press Enterprise would give 
as: much coverage to. the overall. problem of child abUSe as it. 
does to alleged clerica], offenders, chtld··abuse. as a societal. 
problem would 'be' better ·served. However, perhaps the dispro-.­
portioned' attention catholic clergy abuse cases have received 
'in the united States' has render-eda service to our Church. We' 
are-now far more aware of the problem <;tnd far .more activ';'-in 
prevention, not only among Church clergy, 'but within" the 
context of our entire society.. . '.. . 

.The church in San Bernarci.iI).o ·ahd Riv.erside counties has'taken 
steps to address the prClblem of ~ild abuse., both to clergy f~' 
religiOUS arid lay 'leaders, and to society as'a whole, as this· 
pioblemimpacts~our_ entire social·fabric., The Oiocese has 

'held Classes and.·workshops to help reoognition of abuse, ·and 
what to do when the signs of abuse' become apparent. 'Guide~ 
lines· have been developed and distributed to church. Dersorinel. 
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'. ··offenderj·and·the neC'essary steps for otitreacna.nd sensitive·. ' .. 
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.' . ", t~oriff~~;;i ~~~·i.s_~·appe, .. ~~" ,l?:§~n.g .. ,··g_~~et': ,.tq :th~~e_':·p.r_-\e~;c:s ~,'\~_\_,:H9w~.V:er·l .. ' 
aII'pri~st···C:;f·our diOCii.S'earea:Efectecl· by"sucn'bha.rges) '.' They 
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decl±cabcm:and'liard .work.'oi: ·the pnests of our Diocese ~""" T"riey 

. "at:;£ert:remely de:d'iea.£iia.andaf;eCai:rYfhg·a· heci" .", iOad . due' to 

~2~'~~~~~~B~~~'~!~&~~JO~~$~~~n~~:~fs .~wo .. $.~¥i:i~S: .. · I '. a~k 
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wIth':.·@ahfJ.e.d'prof!,!ssionals;'.Become· aware. of'. the,sIgns of·. 

.p6:g~i:pf~'aJ?ii~·¥ in·a:nY··f6tln';'aHd·t:aKe#-:e·n~6e,.'siirY· ~t:.ep'S. to .. 
rej;ioft:'ifrids"t;rip. i.t.>. Ca'$eswllicll' g(jUhi'eporte.d obly . compound' 
·th:-:··· 'e' v~·l··.·."'·· ,.... .... ........ ... ".' '.' .'. ...... ..... , . . . ... , .. ' "::" -'- .,::- . . '~':.' .: '; >':,:' ,:'~;::.:,:i. -,: 
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Use tiJ.eresourcesof fheDioo~ie sucha.sw~i:-k~hops/i;peafers, 
and mater.ia~s on chilO, abuse. an4 reporting. . ... For futi:heli 
referen.ce, the diocesan policY-handbook iSlllade availa.:bleto . 

....-'a,nc'sc:hpol .... Mrspnnel,.and_thcise.,.inyol:v:eo,.-~:l.n7,oW::.,,-parish,.,:wor,k,,--""- ....... _. __ ._ 
. catholic . Char~ti~s '. can ·aiso.· proVide highly professi_onal 
'i::6iiriEi.elingiritii":ls.ate.a: w .' ••••• .' . ". • .••••••••• :. • 

Finally, I' ask for your prayers. We must ask for the power 
and grace' of GOd'. to . conrront this demon in our· Church . and . 
co=un:l.ty, ... .In the end, ~od's al.lll.ighty power .and love will 

·triUlllph;·· .. Near 1y . two . thousand. years .... ago,-God' s :niira=lous" 
power trans·formed. the traqicevent. of· Good- Friday·-into an 

- Easter Sunday • Pray . that Christ through his' Church may help 
- us today pass frolll our present Good Friday to an Easter'. sunday . 

of love and· peace, in Christ, and with One another.· . . 

GAUDIUM IN .CHRISTO ... 

Jost-TC00153 




