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. ‘anOlVa & member of the’ clerg‘y, regardless of denomlnatz.cn
-must be condemned. . .

Dur:.ng the past several years, the Diacese of San Bernard:i.no,' . .
'tcgether with the rest of soc:.ety 1= increased.its awaraness B R
" of the tragz.c eff child abuse in its many forms... Most & . .
dbugse 6T cHildaren Ttakes place "in the home‘ ‘some stmi:i.es
-suggest. that sixty percent of child abuse occurs in- this
. enviromment. ‘Providers of child services: account for about
“twenty percent. If-the Riverside press Enterprise would give
as much coverage to.the overall. problem of child abuge as it -
does to alleged clerical offeénders, child-abuse as a societal.
problem would be better served. However, perhaps the dispro—’
pcrtlcned attention catholic clergy abuse cases have received
in the United States has rendered a service to our Church. We-
are now far more aware of the problem and far more active in
prevention, not only &mong Church clergy, but within~ the
context of our entire seociety. '

The Church in San Bernardino ahd Riv_e:_-side counties has taken
gteps to address the problem of child abuse, both to clergy,’
rellglous and lay leaders, and to society as a whele, as this.
_ problem impacts.our entire social fabric... The Dioccese has -
‘held classes and. Workshops to help reeognltlon of abuse, -and
what to do whén the signs of abuse become -apparent. -Guide-—
lines have been developed and distributed to church personnel.
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Use the resources of the Diodése such'as works ops spée ers,
‘and méterials on child abuse and” reportmg " For" further
: reference the dlocesan pollcy ha.ndbook is made avalla.ble to .-
- BB : wparlsh, work-_

counselz.ng A

Finally, I ask for yaur prayars. We' must ask for. the power
and . grace of God te confront this demen in our  Church and
ccmmunlty‘ In the end, God's almighty power and love will
see-privmph. - Nearly  twe- thousand- years—age;—God's miraculous: -
power- transformed. the tragic event. of- Good- ‘Friday--intoc an
- Easter Sunday. Pray that Christ through his Church may help
” us today pass from our present Good "?'iday to an Eister Sunday
of love and- paac:e, :.n Christ, and with one anather. . co ’

GAU'DIUM IN CHRIS’I‘O
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