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Rt. Reverend, Paul Waldron, 
st,~ Columban IS, 

Nebraska,. 

Dear Father Waldron: 

october 5, 1939 

On October' 3rd, 1939, I examination Father~chael 
hiicCourt to decide as to the condition of his heart. Apparently he has 
been told, in the past that there was some enlargement and tha~he had 
a weak heaTt. Yeu are probably familiar with the story 'Of a nervous 
hreakdawnin 1930 at which time there was also a staI7 of duodenal 
ulcer. Fertlmately, he, has bad ne recurrence 'Of this lattercandltien 
and he is able to handle,itvezy nice'lY. There has been at var'ious 
times,' a return of his nervOus, symptams, primarily thase 'Of fatigue 
and inability to concentrate and these have been preceded bya period 'Of 
insomnia. Recently, he 4as ~een occasionall7_di~zy~ and bas fainted 
on two qccasiorus .. Hi's history' otherwise is negative except for his 
appendecto~ in ,l922 , and a short period of sciatica a few years'ago. 
Re does have some palpitation and occasional ,sighing respirations but 
at no time bas ne ever "suffered' pain referable to his heart. 

Physical examination showed a well developed man 
of a rather tense type. His reflexes,were normal and the teeth were 
'artificial. His breathing was normal and there was no distension 
'Of the neck veins. His heart was normal in size by percussion with 
the mid clavicular line equaling, Si em. and the left border of dullness 
in 'the fifth interspace, Scm. No murmurs 'were heard and there was no 
gallop rhythm.' ,His pulse was regular at a rate 'Of 6S, am the blaod 
pressure, was narmal with a syst~lie of 130 mm. and a diastolic 'Of SO. 
The artery walls were soft. His chest was clear anP.. there was no 
evidence of edema. 

Fluorascopic examinatian showed his heart to be 
'Of normal size and, shape. He did have a high diaphragm on the lef,t 
side which gave the impressian 'Of a full-sized left ventricle but an 
descent of the diaphragm., this impressian was eliminated and the heart 
appeared of normal size'. 

Electracardiogram shawed narmal rhythm at a rate of 
:6S.- The P-R interval was 0.13 tt and the QRS duration was o.osrr~ The, 
T waves were upright in leads one and two'. There w~s a slight ~endency 
ta left axis deviation. This disappeared, however, during full , 
inspiration and descent of the"diaphragm and definitely does nat indicate 
any abnormality. 'Incidently, during the period of full inspiration his 
heart, rather decreased in rate, gaing as low as4S'due ta ~creased 
vagal tone. This finding is consistent with an irritable vasa-motor 
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system. and c'o$ account for his fainting spells. Lead four, on the 
'chest lead., was normal, the R' wave being present and the T wave' 
upright. This lisa normal electrocardiogram. • 

.I ~ade the diagnosis of a normal heart and believe that 
this man I s symptoms are dependent upon a.:i:J. irritable vasa-motor system' 
of a nervous or~g:Lll. It see'ms obvious that it is a part of his general 
tense nature. Everything that' will help' him to relax or to take things 
a bit more easy would be beneficial to his entire condition. There 
is nothing iri his heart that should limit his activity and I; therefore, 
advised him to get in some kind of exercise' and gave, him reassurance ~ 
advising him very strongly to train himself to relax. 

I was very glad to see Father MacCourt and if I can 
help with him at any'time, I woUld be very glad to hear from you. 
I appreciate that this report is fihled with medical terminology . 
but hope that you will have somebody available in st. Columban1s 
who can interpret it to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

SMcG/M 
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COLUMBAN F AY,H E R 5 

ST, COLUMBANS, NEBRASKA 68056 

TELEPHONE (402) 291-1920 

December 2, 19..77' 

Dear Father: 

, Father, Michael McCeurt died, at Lake Shore Nu):sing Heme" Silver 
. Creek, New Y0rk~ On'Thursday afternoon,.,Dec.ember 1,:: 19·77. 
'Father, Mart:in Q'rBrien. had v-isited Michael O:U' Thursday' morning. 

Father, McCourt was b'orn !!lit Fehruary: ,20, 188.8., He' resigned" his' 
professorship at s.t,._ Patrick f S, College, Arniagh- tll>- enter. the 
SQciety in 19-19 and was erdaineq. em, June 10,:,19.23 ~, Fathet:'" 
Michael: t'aught "atS'tr' Columbans" Nebraska and' Silv.er_ ,Cr.eek 'and 
was stationeda.t Bristol,- foot many years" b:efere' re'tiring to 
Silver Creek in 1.97.3~ 

Mass and burial' at St. Columban' s, Silver Creek,: New- York on' 
Saturday, December 3" at iO~.30 a.m.: 

You- are reminded Gf- y.our o-bligation under Article: No'., 90 of the 
Constitut,ions .. 

Fraternally, 

CC: f.p 
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Deaths: 
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Fr. Ted McCormack died at the Priests' Residence, Dalgan Park 
on Nov. 26. He was a brother of the late Fr. Alfred McCormack 
who died in 1933. Born in 1913 in Ballinrobe, Fr. Ted 
received h~~ secondary education in St. Joseph's College, Ballinasloe 
and in 1932 he, came to DalRc.n P?~rk, Galway, where he was ordained 
in 1938. From 1939 to 19i2 he did post-graduate studies 
(Scripture) in,Rome and then spent seven years on the staff of 
St. Co1umban's Collt3:ge, NHvan. In 1949 he was appointed to the 
American Region and for the ne.xt ten years h.e taup;:ht in St.' 
Colurnban' s,Co:leg:,::, Nebraska. Ee returned to Ireland in 1959 
~nd took up t~e post of spiritual ~irector in St. Co1umban's, 
Templeogue-, Dublin. In 1962 he rejoined the staff in St. 
CCllumban's Collece, N.1.van. B0cause of failing health he 
retiied from teaching'in 1969. The funeral took place in Dalgan 
on Nov. 28 after concelebrated Mass with Fr. Jo~ 'Flynn as the 
principal 'concel~b~ant., Another ,classmate, Fr. Y0mHanahoe, 
pre ached the ,.;h~0. ......... · ~ _______ ..--..-___ "----___ .-___ "",;,,"",,_.-'--""""---"""'~ 

Fr, Micihael McCourtalea lD ~iJver Creek, U.S.A'Jon 
,Dec .1. Born in 1888 at BRnbridge J Co. Down J he was the oldest 
member in the Society. ',He c:?_me to Dalgan ?Cl.rk, Galway, in 
1919 after having spent one year on the teachin~ st~ff of St. 
Patrick's, College, Armagb. TIe was ordained in 1923 arid then, 
worked- as a- member ,of' the Ccllc('"e' staff in St. Columban' s J 
Nebraska (1923-1924) Cl.nd si~ Coiumban!s, ,Silver Cr~~k (1924-1930). 
Because of' illness he was in Ireland from 1930 to 1838. He . . ':. . 

returned to tr.8 Americs:n Regic:rrl in 19;38 and worked mostly in 
California until he retired. 

~--------------~--~ ____ ----~ __ ~rP~--------~------~~--~--~~ 
The death took plice ~n Dec. 4, in Glasgow of Fr. Jim 

Ftsher.He was born' in Dublin in 1900 and was educated at" 
Mungret College and Dalgan Park, Ga.l'way, where he was ordained 
in 1924. After his ordinaticn he was assigned to Australia 
where he spent the next six years in helping to establish the 
Society intl;lat country. In 1931 he was appointed to China 
where tie 'remained until returninf~ to Ireland on home leave in 
19J~. Bec.ause of the Qutbreak :")f World War II, he was 
prevente~ from returniub" to China, so he spent the war years as 
chaplain to: the British Forces., In 1946, he was a'ssignecl to 
Burma and there ser~ed as regional procurator as well as 
secretary to the BUTrna Catholic Bishops' Conference. He 
returned to Ireland on· sick leave in 1968 ane:since then he has 
done pastoral work in ~ngland and Sccitlandand especially in 
St. P3.tricl~' s, Wishaw (Motherwell Diocese). The fun~ral -:ook 
pl~ce on Dec. 7, to ,the C011ege cemetery aiter aco~c~lebratedMass 
at St,. Col~rnhan's College. Dai~an Patk. BishoD Thomson of Motherwell 
Dioc'ese was principal c;nceleb~ant and B::shop iiowe ViaS am\.)'ng "the 48 
concelebrants. 

Also notec: Fr. 
(London) sis"ter; 
re!3t in peace. 

?at Daly'i (U.S.) father; 
.F"'" ',nAs '.!'···rrl' ern! S (-1 I ') ~. l..i'J "_'.: .~ , •. , ~... 

fr. John 
motil<;:T. 

McMull3.n's 
Mav'thev 
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MoCOURT~REV.MICHAEL j}~ A--tee.-IN,,["""· Ii /7 /7, .,1.!~A);:~::·~tv.} 
. f'-

Resigned a pro:fessorship at. st. Pat.rick's J Armagh, to enter st. Columban's in 1919. 'lfas. 
or&"i'ned four yrs. later and has taught in St. Columban's seminaries in Nebraska and 
Silver Cr~e~J N •. Y. 
Forn?eb. 20, 1888, Eanbridge, dioc. Dromore, Co. :!Jown. 
Prof. SL Patrickis Col1., Armaeh, 191B-19i9. Dalg-an Sept. 1919-JUne 1923. 
(N.U.I.). Ordained June 10, .1923. 

B.A. exte,rn. 

Froi'. Nebr., Sept. 23~,~une 24. Prof. S. Creek, 1924-30. Cn sick leave in Ireland June 19JC 
c· . 1 . . T' h -. . n 1 ~~.,. .., ~ .. Q m, t 0 .1. "-•• ~ ,., k To -.l. :r: T.;arJ...ol'!G ~lJn;)_leS In ).rlS;. _t('1~lon "r(:r~! _:.'''::..L "to ..L~' ..... (;. i :len ':;:":10 c. ~O ""l..L"":]er ''-'ree.... ~e ne)._LJ 

• --. "0 ('" ""1 \ -..,..,.,. ~ ,~Il + '101-' ;.. --"" -, ,"'I.l. 
~rear J_rl ·;tl"!er;,~c:e .. 'J2E3 l:: 2nca) ~ ".21.J_".. ~ra:-'1 .!. ... !~ ...... uO - ... ·4;· In ~an .L.'i.e~o :1c'Use. -'rOT": _·/U!.:' GO 
.,.-1 17 f'h.., ..... .,~;·n a.l. l~·'v."na~d· ~~o"~,;f-"l .1."'oc ;'.....,~:::!OS "'r·"'''''r.°1.·''''~e'''e· T'."en ".,r:"'.:~j.+' +···.10 -,.rp';:S .. r.'" ... s ~'.~.-;::_"""~.L~.1.·n ...:... l.. ' __ LCJ~~.1 •• ~... ..\.I ... -.. u.!. ' .. ,.I~ •• _~(., ......... .11;·; ..... -''-' C':. \ ...... \. ..... ." ... ~. _.L ~ ,.... _.1 c:o _ ~ J_ 

-+ ·"'.,...,~"',.,..ccr '-..r."oT .,.,..,·1 :- .... 0- v."CO +0 "''''e T) ...... oC"ont f v:. c.iJ) ;..,..,'" cepn at :3~istol_, 1.T. Same in '5' . all J"C:'.,~"!. .• ' , :.: • ..1..., t'~':"·M'.!..L I .• ",: .. ~/ U l' .. l_ • .J. ....... 1 ••• .1. \_.· ..... 0 .,1,.0._. _ .. _ 

;'one in '!o-vr. 1%0. And. in Havr. 1961. J.!1d Novr. 1962 And NQvr~ 1963 • .2-nG ;·iovr. 1964. 
{-·n:} ;··!ovr. J.9E.5. ......:;~ ::':"!.'.:~<':. And. Novr. '1967. • 

~!" /-t ... , .{~)~M[>--tvV~ ~.,- 7["\.. ,I:u/~.,o jJ,{N~~ tt~J.. t--, ,1'(1 ~y 
I .~.J\., CA--t_. t.V'. 
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DECEMBER 

····1 i WI.IAM J. KEHOE was ?om at. Blessington, ~o. Wicklow, in 1911. 1 
... _., He ed at St Columban s, Kilhney, Co. Dubhn; . on 1 December r~ i 

1979. Bill r eived his secondary education at Christian Brothers School, : . .1 f2<...\:·! 
Synge Stre Dublin [1920-29], before entering Dalgan in 1929. After his ~d 
ordination in 35 he w one of the first group to Bhamo, Burma. During _~ ____ .... _ 
the Japanese cupatio of Burma, he, along with Michael Kelly, took part in the trek 
into China and dia, acompanied by a large number of refugees. In 1949 he was 
assigned to Austr 'a for ealth reasons. Bill was editor of the Australian FAR EAST 

. for eleveny.e. ~In 971 he went to SI: Columbans, Nebraska, where he worked in 
the General Mis . n e. In 197 4 he. was appointed secretary to· the Central 
Administration. Bill,' d at Dalgan.' . 

"--'.'-' .. ' , f MICHAEL McCOURT was born at Banbridge, Co. Down, in 1888. r 
:_ . ,_: He died at Silver Creek, NY, on 1 December 1977. Michael was a 
memoer of the teaching staff at SI. Patrick's College, Armagh, for two ~t.·~. .': . 
years [1918-19] before entering Dalgan in 1919. He was ordained priest ~.....l.. 
there in 1923 and appointed to the U.S where he taught at St. __ . ~ 
Columban's, Nebraska [1923-24], and al St. Columban~s, Silver Creek [1·924"':30]. He 

. returned to Ireland on sick leave [1930-38] and did parish and chaplaincy work. In 
1938 he was reapPOinted to the. U.S. and did pastoral work in Califomia. He spent his 
last years at SI. Columban's, Bristol", RI. Michael is buried at Silver Creek, Ny. -..._--...-. .... 
3· . GERARD HURLEY was born a i~rohane, Co .. Cork, in 1926. He I~ 

. died at Dalgan on 3 D'ecember 2002,. having ret~red. there two y~ars 7" .. dpl 
earlier. He was one of three Columban brothers. Hl~ Sister, Cathenn~, r" . :;:-,,-•. ~.; 
was Columban Mother' .General [1970-1981J. HaVing completed hiS 
secondary studies at st. Caimans College, Fermoy, Gerry came to . 
Dalgan in 1944 and was ordained there in Dece"illber 1950. He was a member of the 

. pioneering team which went to Rji in 1951. In 1960 he was aSSigned to the 
Ireland!Britainpromotion team and beCame Columban Superior in Britain where he 
was recognised as a shrewd administrator, a lover of sport and always a Columban 
to th.e core. He purchased our Glasgow house and administered it-[1974-7i?1, when 
he retumed toRji for the remainder of hIS active . life. Gerry is buried at Dalgan. 

: 4 : .JAMES FISHER was born. at Drumcondra, Dublin, in 1900. He died 
--' at Wishaw, Scotland"ori 4 December 1977. Jim studied at Mungret 
College" Limerick [1917-21J, where he completed his philosophy course 
before coming to Dalgan in 1921. He was ordained priest there in 1924. 
His first assignment was to promotion work in Australia [1925-31 J. In.1931 
he was assigned to Kiangsi, China. After a vacation in Ireland [1938) he did not return 
to China due to ill health. 'He joined the British Army as chaplain and served in Europe 
and in the Burma Command. In 1947 he was assigned to Burma and acted as 

128 
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