CONGREGATION FDR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH
. Dismissal-from the clesice) state and dispenaation from ils abligations)

Prot. N. 858/2004
‘Seattle

*

Dom Michael John Cody
k 47 June 2005

The Supreme Pontiff Pope Benedlct XVI,

having welghed ihB raport of the Most Excellent and Most Reversnd Searemry of this
Congregation with regard to the grave conduct of the abovemaentioned presbyter of the
Archdiocese of Seattle; USA, and with thase things required to be dispatched having
been done, hy a suprema and unappealable dedlsion subject to no recourse

has decreed
that cttsmissa! for the good-of ihe Church Is to be Imposed upon said presbyter.

He also has granted to the same presbyter a dispaniation from all the abligaﬁcms
of secred Ordination in-accordance. with the following provisions: =

1. The dismissal and disaeneaﬁon are Il force from the very moment of the
detigion of the Roman Pontiff,

2. The Decree of dismissal and dispensation Is to be sommunicated {o the
presbyter by the competent Tocal Qrdinary, to th;m it'ls never permitted to. aeparate
ihese two constitutive parts. : :

3. ‘The notice of the dismissal and dispensation is to be nm:ad_inﬁwmmgqln‘.fhe
bapﬂsmaf register of the paﬁsh of baptism of the aforesald presbyter, 7

POOR
ORIGINAL

4. if there should be occasion for the celsbration of a canonical maniags, the
notms astablished In the Code of Canori Law.are 1o be foliowed. However, the Ordinary

shall take care that the event is celebrated m&rsumspe&ig, wilhottt oubward show,

g, “The scclesiastical auihcri%y whose responsibliity 3{ is to communicate the
Decree to the aforesald presbyter shall encolrage him sarnestly to participate In the life
of the Paople of God in a manner songruent with his new ‘munner of lifs, to fumish an
sdifying sxample, and thus show himself 1o be a good son of the Qhumh, At the aama
time, however, the Ordi inary Is to make known to him the following matters:
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a) the presbyfer, having been dism.fssed, by that faet in vittue of the law foses
his cleriodl status, and ecolesiaslical honors and offices; he no longeris bound by olher
obligations connected with the clerical state;

b) he remalns excluded from the exercise of sacred ministry, with the excepfion
of those malters addressed In can., 976 and can. 986 §2 CIC, andl therefore he Is unable
to preach a homlly. Neither can he carry out a position directing pastoral affairs, nor can
he exerclse the office of parish administrator;

-¢) further, he can discharge no office in seminaries ot simllar Institutes. In olher
institutes of higher leamning which are subject to eccleslastical authorily in some manhe, .
he is unable to exsrcise a teaching office of ah administrative function; - i

d) In othér institutes of higher leaming which are not subject fo eccleshastical
duthority, he can teach no theologlcal discipling;

&} in addition, in primazy and secondary schools subjest 1o ecglesiastical
authority, he fs unable to exercise a teaching office or an administrative function. By this. :
same law the dismissed and dispensed presbyler is prohibited from-teaching roligion in
primaty and-secondary schools not subject-to eco!emastcaal atrportty. -

. 8. The Ordinary shall take care that the dzsmussed prssbyter not give scandal 1o
the faithful on account of a defect of due discretion. This pastoral sclicitude shall
sariously. motivate the Ordinary even more strongiy If there s the danger, even remote,

of the abuse of minars.

7. Communication of the dismissal -and dispensation can be made either in
parson through a notary and an ecclesiastical actuary, or by means of a registered letfer.
The dismissed priest should refurn one copy properly -signed for the purpose of ,
demonstrating his reception of the faith and acceptance of his dismissal and
dispensation, and at the same time of these precepts. But if he should not do this the

foree of this Decree remaing lmacl

8. At ‘an. opportuhe tims, ,;the!’ competent Ordinary shall relale o ihis
Congregaﬂon in brief the ‘carrying out of the communication of the: Decres: Finally, if
there is bewilderment on the part of the faithful, he shall prov:de for thHem by wise

explanatiohs.
Those thigs to the confrary *notwithstandjng.

Given fram the halls of this Cengregation on 17 Jung 2005.

. Draft Transiation
The Changery §
Archdiocese of Seallls £,
Qclober, 2005
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