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Its Ernlncnte, 
Joseph Olrdnal Rat2lnger 
Plerect, OM 9eyalb1 fOr the Dodrtne of the Faith 
Plazza del s LW!lzlo 11 
00193 Rome 
ITALY 

YOAJ/f Eminence: 

May l .~ umt hef~ to the Jud!1nent ot the C011gregat1on for the Doctrine 
of the Faith the ca111 ot Mlctiael John Cbdy, a priest of the Antduc:te d Seatlle. T\1111 
fomale aai.-s allege that l1rd1a' Cody molesled them bet\'-' 1958 and 1961, when 
they wse mmrs. l'1llher Cody his a«nll!llcl to lldeotll 111 It leBSt forty minor hlmales 
and one r00or m.ie shoe his orclhatlcn. 

In 1962, i.- receMng a report ot ebei 111 it bel\l'lior on the part of Falhls Cody flan 
the pastrlr of tl1e p;irl!I! when! F9llw' Cbdy - parod1lal W:ar, my pierlec e•snr niem!d 
Father Cody to a psydllablst fOr ~To tNs psyd1lltrtst Ndler Cbdy ecilaltad ID 
an allnonnal 5e<1all 8111 a:lbl toward yoirog girts, a!ld to haVi1g molested at least llg,t 
minor females. lNs ps,idat111t cl:agi.-1 ftlllor Cody i$ a paiJJAilt, and~"*" 
F9Chw C.oct{s remcMlll from per1st\ rNntstly. Father Cody lmmedtotety was sent to a 
reskleotllll treatment ceriter. 

Flther Cody,_ released from d1is nsdaillll bmtmeit centet In 1963. FoltoWlng the 
1ewo1111e1idlitlui• of Falher C.oct{s 1henlpisU at the beatme11t Cll!fDr, lf'lf ,.ed • 
plrlcied Rltl1er Cody tn a series d piW1sh ~between 1962 and 1975, 
asslgrrnents whldl were tflolq,t to be 1ela11'1y ne frcm scress and..._. Fallw 
Cody ~ pc15e llllle r1!;lt of oft'nlng egaln. In 1975, followtng three years ot a 
<MsM! pastoral9, AitlWl' Cody was ~ li9rn the olllte fl parish pastnr and was 
placed In reslde11ce In another plllsti, Without mlnlsblllat duties. NIMr again was he 
a$$lgiied to mlnlsby. In 1979 F9lhl!r Cody- plloecl on disallllly retlremert. 

Therealb!r Father Cody departEd the geogi apNcal ~ Of the Ardldloalse of 
Seattle and nlCM!d to the ten1tory of the 01ocDe cl Ol1ando. In 1988 Fmw Cody 
~ to be allowed to telebrate Sunday Mass In the parishes of the Diocese of 
Orlando, because of the peslliral .._is 0( !hit clooese. Hy Pl_.., declNd ID 
grant Fal!l« Cody permission for this mlnlstJy, and refl!rn!d Fa~ Cody to the Cerm 
for the Prevention d<Md ,....,,.._,In T~ Rollda far~ neut. 
Jn the cxuse of tNs a ·~the -. f'lllller c.od'(s abl.lst<e llCtMty 0 1• gad. 
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Fllther Cody estimated to his therapists that the mlnor victims he hod abusedr 
predoqilnately female, numbered as high as In the forties. Father Cody admitted to a 
(then) twenty year hlstory at fondling and masturbadng mmr females. He also 
admitted to masturbating on a dally basis to sexual fanmsles of fondling minor females. 
In response, the Cen!Er reoommended that Father Cody not be penmlttlld unsupervised 
contact With children, and that he enter a sex offender treatment program. F~ther Cody 
already had been restricted by my pred~ from any exercise at priestly ministry, 
and this resb1ctlon continues to the pre5ent. 

Since 1988 two acruseis have come forward, confirming the abuse that FathEr c.ody had 
admitted Father Cody continues ID mOl/e around the c:tJunby, making minimal contact 
with the Archdiocese of Seattle but canonlcal1y remalnklg an lncardlnated priest at our 
Arthdlocesc. He receives a montNy Income from the i>rchdlocesan Pl1est Pension Fund. 
In 2003 Father Cody Indicated that, beyllod th!s support, he desires no oonnectlon with 
the Archdiocese of Seattle. 

It Is my deslte now to br:tng Father Co<t('s 11111blguous relationship With the Archdiocese 
ct Seattle to a dose, and to end this klentfflcatlon of a pedophile pr1est as a priest ct this 
An:hdlocese when he Is not under my supervision. In 1989 Father <:Mi petitioned my 
~for laldzatlon, a petition my predecessor aa:>!pled. However, due IX> a 
dtange of personnel at the chanoery, the process of laidzatfon was not po.r.;ued. In 
1993 the Archdiocese wrote to f8lher Cody lnqlll1ng whether he std! wished tb petition 
for laldzal1on. Father Cody responded that he considered his resignation from active 
mlnlstry as suffldent for his purpoges and n.garded lalclzatlon as an Internal 
ecdeslastlall process Irrelevant IX> him. Father Cody nob!d that personal Involvement In 
a lak:llatlon process wo\Jd only be stressful for his health. He voiced no objectlons as to 
my predecessor pLrS!lng Imposed laldzat1on for Father Cody If that served the needs of 
the Archdiocese. 

It Is my judgment, as expressed above, thllt Fftther Cody's laldzatlon does sesve the 
Archdiocese. Father Cody's oontlrued status as a pr1est of the Ardldlocese Is a source of 
scandal and wondennent to the falthftA, wlio do not ~mderstand how this atuatlon can 
continue unresolved. Our an:hdiooosan Oise Rel/few Board has reoommended to me 
that I petition the Holy Father fat the <lsmlssal of Fllther Cody from the desical state ex 
offk:lo et 111 poenam. The archdiocesan Pl'OmOIEr of Jusllce concurs wftll this 
reoommendatlon. With the evidence for Father Cody's dellcts so abunclant,, and With 
Father Cody unwllllng to participate personally In a laldzatlon p.:ocess but also having oo 
objection ID his lalclmlon being sought by me, his Ordnary, I agree that this Is the 
most healing action for the Oiurdi Of Western WllQilngton and for Father Cody l ain 
take. Therefore, I ask for derogation from presa1ptlon In this case, and hereby petition 
the Holy Father IX> dlsm15$ Mlcl1aet John Cody ttom the del1cal state ex olfldo et In 
poenam. I have Informed Michael Cody of my request of the Holy Father. eecause of 
Michael Cody's advanced age and the reqllrements CJf dV11 law, he wlll oontlnue IX> 
receive a monthly stipend from our llrd'ldlocesan Priest Penaon Fund In the event of his 
laldZatlon. 
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However, If It should be the judgment of the Con11199allon ID remand this ca5'! IX> the 
b1bunal of the Ardldlocese of Seatlle fur o fatnlll judldal process, I request tile 
Congregation tD dispense the PQll!nttal dllcers of the court from the reqUn!ments of 
priesthood and a cb:tu dba In canon law, becai ISi! of the llmlled runber of ow 
perlQfllll!l who possess ~ qualllcallons• 

With wwme&t peraonel regwdo and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely YOUIS In Olrlst, 

i'~~ /iJ 
Most Rev. Alexander J.~ 
Ardiblshop of Seattle 

.. 
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GRAWRA DEUCTATABLE 

Diocese 
Name of Clertc 

Archdiocese ct Seattle 
c.ody, Michael John 

l'lnonal DetaDs of the Cleric 
Date of Birth 5. IV. 1931 
Ordlnatlon 21. v. 1958 

Original Dlnc:esa of Incardlnatlon 
·Contact Address of the Cleric 

AMlgnments 
Veer 
1958-1961 
1961·1964 
1964-1967 
1967-1968 
1968-1970 
1970·19n 
1972-1975 
1975-1979 

Parlsh/Olher 
St. Luke 
Holy Family 
St. James Cathedraj 
Holy·Famly 
5aaed Heart 
st Charles 
Assumption 
st Margaret 

Age 73 
Yeantof Ministry 21 

Archdiocese ct Seattle 
1'160 Bronco Road 
BotAder aty, co 89005 

None 

Location 
Seattle, washtngton 
Seattle, Washlngtoo 
Seattle, Washlngtoo 
Aubuni, Washington 
LaConnet, Waslllngtoo 
BurUngton, Washington 
Belllngham, Washlngtoo 
Semtle, Wa5tilngton 

1979 Disability Rellre!M1t ( doaunent 23) 

Appointment 
Assistant Pastor 
Assistant Pastor 
Assistant Pastor 
Asslstllnt Pastnr 
Administrator 
Pastor 
Pastor 
In residence 

3.X.1988 Restricted from any form of priestly mlnlstiy ( dorument 26) 

Aa:usatlons Against the Clerlc 
Year Acn_./Vlctlm Age 
1962 Father Allbe McGlalll NJ A 

Imputable Ada 
"de sexto abnonnallt!es" 

1958- A. M. HUl1ey, MD 
1962 

under 12 maestatlon of"at ~ 
eight girls 

@1958 - Mid his~ under 14 "abuse" 

Denunciation 
1962 
(document 1) 

1962 
(document 2) 

1994 
( doalment 37) 

1960-
1961 

11 and 12 three incidents of dlgttal rape; 2003 
pomogr~raphs (documents <Kl, 
t8l<er1 o._ 41, and 42) 

1 
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Problematfc Incidents lnvolvlng tha Oerlc 
Year Action 

1962 The Rell. Mbe Mc;Gratti; pastor of Holy family Pertsll In Seattle, wrttes to Archbishop 
· CoRnolly on 14.V.1962, statilg tllat he wants the Rev. Mlchael Cody removed from 
his parish as soon as posslbfi! and that Cody's mental health 1$ deteriorating rapldly. 
Fattier McGrath wrote that he did not w1111t'a murder, a suicide, or a t:/e .sextl)crlme 
ofvlolenoe In his rectory or parish." (dorument 'I) 

1963 Auxlltery Bishop Thomas Gii writes to ArchbJshop Connolly that Mk:hael Cody is 
exhlbrtlng "slgns of deta1oratloo ·In his mental health. He has wide mood sv.tngs ... • 
(document 5) 

1964 Or. Franldjn 5mlth, MD, writes to BIShop Gill on lSlV.1964, stating that Cody's 
ongoing health pro.blems are related to tension, and that he should be removed from 
as mudi tension es possl>le (document 6) 

1967 The Rev. John Duffy, pastor of Holy Family Partsh In Auburn reported to Afchblshop 
Comolly on 7.XU.1967, ttlat Mldlael Cody, 'he !likes no meals at the rectory, .Ille 
domestic help are afnlid of him because of his temper tantrums and Ille stsb!iS and 
lay teachers are scandalized at his undue tamllartty with the sixth and seYenttl 
grade girls." (document 7) 

1973 Michael Cody e><hlbits emotional lnstablity and angry, ~ outbursts dul1ng 
his pastorale at Assumpllon Parish In Belllngham. These beha'ilors put the 
parishioners and SUTI>Undng community In a state cl turrMI. (documents 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19) 

Peychologlc:al eva1 ... tton/Rllk ~ 
Year TheniplstJEYllluallor Evaluatlonf Prognosis 
1962 A. M. Hurtey, MO Mlchael Cody Is sull'el1ng from •a fonn of sexual 

devlatkln (pedophllla) associated with a long-standing 
characterologlcal problem and a ser1ous emot!onai 
readlon to It.• Cody Is a dMger to himself and others, 
has exhlbitl!d sadistic tendencleS towards 1Joys and has 
talked abo<.t ldlUng adults 8l1d hlmsO!lf. Dr. Hurley 
recommended that Cody be remOlled from parish wOll< 
as soon as posslble and that extemal controls on his 
behaviors must be made. (document 2) 

01964 Harvey Blooham, MO A memorandum from the Rev. Ailbe MGG'attl, pastor of 
Holy Family Parish In Seattle to Ardlblst>op Connolly 
states that Dr. Har;ey Bingham, Mldlael Cody's 
physlc:lan, Indicates tllat Cody Is suffering ftom a major 
psychosis and that his "mental slc:kn@ss ls not minor; a 
alsls wUI occur In the near Mure; In ttlls afsls, he w!ll 
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1988 Center for PrENellllon 
d CNld HoE«atkMl 
Te~Foride 

•, 

avtl PIOCIMdlngs Against the Qelfc 

!llher blow tu bnllns Ult or cause a mBjor SClll1dal In 
the pdh .• (document 3) . 

In lattl!rs dllClld 30.1.1963 and t3.llL1963, 
Ille Institute for IMng lndklltes that Michael Cody 
WQljd do best In 'lcme kind of spodal mlsslon rattler 
tllan being an NSlstlnt In a parish. The ln&tltute 
benewis Cody has lmproYed, but will always need a plat"e 
In whk:h he Wiii not have to delll wtth people or their 
problems (docunents 11 and U) 

In e letter da1J!d 15. V.1989, tile center fbr the 
l'l'ellentlon d 01lld ~tatloc1 In Tampa forwarded 
l ~ Ill Ml 1iert of Midlael Cody that had 
been axnplad In Decembei 1988. Dld1g tile 
111 ! 1 1.n, Cody 8Clo1•tlled to "''~sting 20-!0 g"1s ages 
8 - 12, and one ,,.. dlld. He admitted to a 20 v
hlstmy ot foncltlg and ~ ycoog girts. He 
*' ll<bllled to 1M$11Ritlre to sexual ra 1lllsleG d 
fonding 'llJUlll1 girls on a dally basis. Based on his 
hlstXJry and a..rert deviant mastubato<y beha'itcr, ttie 
doclXJrs at ttie Centll' for the Prevention at "'11d 
Molestallon recommended tllat he not be allowed 
unsupe!lllsed ca1lllCt With chlldren and that he entllll' and 
acttvely paflldpm Jn spedanzed sex olfender ~enc: 
program. (document 31) 

Type/O.• Ooftvldlon/.,.._.tlool S."""°9/Seldement 
None 

M-Adopted bf the Arc;hdlc n 
y..,. Action 
1962 The An:tdocese sends the Rev. llllchlej Cody to the Institute for lMlg Jn Haltfonl, 

Comcdicut on 28.V.1962 l'or b&b1•lt. (documents 8, 9, 10) 

1963 Jn a lie memorandum dated 25.lll.1963, Atchblshop Coonolly states he Is Jooldng 
for a place to assign the Rev. Mlchael Cody that would talce Into aa:oont the 
recommendation made by the Jll5lltute for LMng. (document 13) 

1963·1975 The Archdlooese places ttie Rev. '4dlael Cody 1n assignments ttiat are belkMMI to be 
tree of stress. 

1975 The An:hdtocese places the Rev. Mk:hael Cody Jn residence (Without assignment) at 
St. Margaret Parish In Seel!le on 3.IX.1975 (document 14) after three years ot lWl 
uraJc:cessfU and clvlsM! pastOfllte at AssumPtlon Pal1sh In BelJJJ9iam. ( doc::uments . 
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15, 16, 17, 18, 19). Archlllshop Olnnotf lllso menlloos ID the Priests' Personnel 
Boerd that Michael Cody Is emc4lonely INtllble. 

1975 11le Aret.dlOCeSe arranges for the Rev. Mlchael Cody to WQ'k With Dr. Wlllam Ogle, 
MD ror appraisal and beeb 1 ient for his hl&IDly ar mental problems and anxlelleis. 
(doanents 20, 21, and 22) 

1979 The Rev. Mlcllael Cody ha8 '-1 Is placed on dlsalllllty retirement (dorument 23) 

19.JX.1988 Ardlblshop Raymond G. Hmlhl..n Wiit.es to the Diocese rl Orlando nogardlng the 
stall.ls rl the Rev. Mk:hael Cody lllld e111>1esscs concem about his problems not Mly 
related to pedophllla but ID a manle de4l1CSIMI disorder. (document 25) 

3.X.1988 Ardlblshop Hunthausen aob the Rel. Mlchael Cody to ll'ldergo a comp4el8 
ass essn ient at the Aoridll Hentzll Health AAlodetlon In order to ronlinn the ~ rl 
hls-1962 psydlological nent tiv er. tuley. The ArdDshop fomllly reslllcls 
the Rev. Mid'lael Cody from 1ll'f form rl pilesttf mr.lsb'y. (document 26) 

13.U.1989 Archlllstlop Hunlllausen famaly KaiplS the Rev. Mlchael Cody's request for 
lalclzadon. (docunent 30) •· 

1990 The canon lawyer assigned to ptoQ1SS the laldzatlon ror the Rev. Mfdlael Cody 
leaves actm mlnlstly. A memo from the Rev. Patrick Mdlermot!, Dln!dor d Pr1ests' 
Pwsonnel dated 5.ll.1990 to the tie darlftes Cody's status. (doclll1ent 32) 

ll.Ja.1993 The Ardldlocese Informs the Rev. Mldiael Cody of an fnaease In the Income he had 
been rmeMng rrom the Ardldlocese In llCCOl'd With current polcy. (dorument 33) 

1993 The Rev. Anthony Bawyn, xi. contac:IS the Rev. Midiaet Cody fe911<dlng ISJITllng 
his laldzatlon process. (~ 35) 

13.JX.1993 A me memoran<Un from the Vl!l'f Rel. George Thomas lnclcatBS that he spoke -..ii 
the Bishop ot Reno/laS v.-~the pi-ICle d the Rev. Michael Cody 
wll*1 the bomdalies ot his --- (doa!ment 36). 

1994 Nl1JI receMng allegatb1s at-..al abuse by a brother and sister (docll'nent 37) on 
29.l(I .. 1994, lhe'alegatlons an! ti.med -to the Olllce d the Proserulng AttDmey 
Jn l(Sig CllU1ty on 7.JCII.1994 Jn iitWdiiiCle with••• I polcy (document 38), 

2003 The Ardidiccese rea:l\4eS ari elegatloo of il<!X\HN abused a minor ijrl bo( the Rev. 
Midlael Cody In 1961 c:llring his ftrst assignment as a priest. The Ardldlooese 
exl:encls pestoral care to this women. (documents 40, 41, 42). 

2004 The archdlocesM case Review Boattl Is mada aware of six priests who '- left 
actllle prlesdy ministry because ol accusations Of sexuai abuse rl mlnOrS, or 
admls$!ons to same. The 0'9e Review Boerd rea>mmends ID Archbishop Brunett 
that he seek for ltiesa pnests, dismissal from the cler1c.al state ex olfftJo et In 
poenam rrom the Holy Father, one ot whom Is l'lchael Cody. 
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2004 Ardlblsbop Brunett Opel"6 canonlcal lnYl!Sdgatloo. (dociinent 4~) 

2004 Arc:hblsbop Brunett dOlll5 the canonical lrn!1lgallnn. (doa.rnel1t 45) 
I 

2004 Archbishop Brunett lnfoons the priest rl his actions. ( docllnent 46 ) 

2004 Ardlbllhop Bi"unett remaids the case to the COl>gregllt1on fa' the ooctri:le or the 
Feith. 

SUstenanca ProYided by the An:hdlocae to the aertc 
The Rev. Mk:hael Cody 1eceM!s a montNy 1na:111e ot- and Is enrolled In the Priests' 
Health Plan. (doaJment 39) . 

R81pON18/ Racoine Made by the Celie 
Year Aalon 

8.U.1980 The Rl!v. Michael Cody exp ESSES c:onaim that he wll mnllnue to receive 19 
retirement bet ICftls. (docunent 24) 

1988 Nlhe years after being on dlsabifoty rettement. the Rev. Michael Cody asb 
An:hblshop Ht.nha~ for permlSSlon to mlnisWr In the Diocese or Ol1ando, Aonda. 
(doaJlllfllU 25 and 26) 

1988 The Rav. Hlcllael Cody lnclcates In a 13.X.1988 ll!ttlllr ID An:hblshop ~ !hat 
he woold not hBYe applied fa' faoJltle5 1n the Olooeso or Orlando If he thought he 
was st1A a threat. He states that he wCUld do wha~ the Archbishop asla!d. 
(document 27) 

4.J<ll.1988 The Rev. Mich88 Cody l1IO\ll!S from Aarida to New t!a11ipilllre and mts In a letllr 
to the Rev. George Themas, Owalor, that he woold pwsue laldzallon r 11e M!t"e 
guanmteed full pension beneftts. (docllment 28) 

20J.1989 The Rev. Michael Cody Indicates he seeks laldzat!on fot' the Olurch's best 
lrUrest. (docunent 29) 

31.Vll.1993 The Rev. Michael Cody k4m!s he ware notNng ID do with Oudl ~ 
and bellelles his hologi aphl' ietm- cl reslgnallon from actM! mlnlstly was sull'ldent 
for Olun::h purposes. He states that laldzation Is Irrelevant. He also provides his 
new address In Nevlida. (document 35) 

2.IX.2003 The Rev. Michael Cody lrdcaCes he eserlt1ally- nolt1lng to do with the 
An:hdb ese of Selltlle (doo.rnert 43). 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE 

CERTIFICATE AlffiiENTICATING THE ACTS 

CASE: MICHAEL JOHN CODY 

By these prasenl, I certify that the ads of the aboVe-manCloned case contained 
herein are elCher original writings or exact dupllcetee of original writings, end form 
the authentic acCa of thle caee to be U-mltled lo the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. 

Gllien at Iha Chancery 
Q(the Archdioeeoe of Seattle, Waot>logton 
Ttv. 8th day of November 
in the year of ow Lord, 2004. 

.. 
~£-
Very Rov. Stephen Rowan 
Vicar General 
Archdiocese of Seattle 

Ch~ 
ChancoUor/NoCary 
Archdloc88e Of Seattle 
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