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ALEXANDER 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
AND 
THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE 
ARCHBISHOP OF SEATTLE 

In July 2003, I, the undersigned Archbishop of Seattle, received a complaint against the 
Reverend Michael J. Cody, a priest of this archdiocese, alleging that he had committed an 
act of sexual abuse of a mll1or below the age of eighteen years In violation of the norm of 
Sacramentorum s<Vnctltatls tutela, a1t. 4. followlng an lnltlal review of the allegation, I 
have found that 1t Is nelther manifestly Frfvolous nor false. Rather, I have determined that 
the allegation carri~s Wlth ·it the semblance of truth. 

. . 
Accordingly, I hereby decree that a preliminary investigation is to be conducted in 

:.conformity with the ptovlsfons of universal and particular law (CIC cc. 1717ff [CCEq tc. 
1468ftJi USCCB Essential Natms, n. 6). During this lnvestlgatlon, elements are to be 
gathered to assist ln determining whether or not Father. Cody may have committed the 
dellct alleged, and lf so, to what extent he was legally responsible {Imputable) for tt. 

lhe Investigation wlll be conducted promptly and objectively. Moreover, the right of all 
persons to a good reputation wlil be maintained assiduously thr-0ughout the process (CIC, 
c. 220 tCCEq c. 23J) 

Gi\len at the Cha11<;ery 
-Of ·the -Al:nhdloeesa ·ef Seattle, Washington 

This 151h 

day or September 

Jo the. year of our Lord, 2004. 
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