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Box 2070
Hartford, Conwecbticub

June 15, 1962

Most Beverend Thomag A Connmelly, DD, JOD
Arohbishop of Beatile

907 Terry bve

Beattle 4, Wash

Your Exesllency:

A number of psyehological tests gtill lie before me, but the
preliminary exeminationg are out of the way and T am sebbtled ine-
to the routine of ‘the hospital. No indication has heen given

to me about length of gtey, but it certainly. will be a mattier
of monthe, in my own epinion. MNove then ever, I sppreciabe

the -opportunity of cemipg to the Institute., The chaplain tells
me. they sverage 6 or T priests a year, Ourrently there is oaly
gne othey priest here, a longlgner. The previous secupant of
oy roem was alge & priest. I am dnm 2 unid with 20 other men;

5 of vhow are physicians, easily the predeominsat eceuwnpabion.

Wy room overlooks the “campus,” a beauntlful park whiech forms part
of the recreation area.for the patients. The whele 35 aeres of
the hoespital looks like a typilecal small New Mngland cellege,
complete with ivy-coevered hallsg., There is a beautiful little
chapel where we have Mass on Sundey morninge. A priest domes
from the minor geminary, whieh is steffed by the diocese itself,

My psyckistrist ie a Dr Iynch and appsrently he 18 a practieing
Cathoelie. Seo far he bees me three hours per week gund I fipd T
can speak guite freely with him. He is a very likeable man and

I have oconfidence in him,

One of the most interesting things I have noted so far is that
, %here are very few you would ever

clessify as "aute" if yow talkéd with them on the outeglde., These

people are net nearly so obvious as the serupulous persons encountered

in parish 1life, MNeat appesr Lo be depresgives of one gord -or

another, weually with well vuilt up deferise mechanisns, BEven

though I wear laoy clothes and am a patient, I am often a priestly

gounding beard or ligtening ypest: The patients are from all ever

the ocountry; most are very intelligent and T would -say the majority

of {the men are professionals., .

The food i good for institutional cooking. The rules of the
hospital would put the good Sulpielian fathers to.sheme! They sre
myriad, as they must be in e mental hespital.

Before leaving Beabttle I puh my oar up for sale with a reliasble
denley and arrsnged with my bank t¢ handle wy checking aceount
in truet, I find frem ofker patlents that this is the cemmon
procedure. The hosgpital is against eontrol of money by pabients
and & car is a real problem in sn abgsence of seome wonths.
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There is muech I could say desoribing the BELiVitish, ‘the therapy
and even the unpredicteble Hayrtford weether, but I know how -
busy Your Exeellepcy is in the sdnindstration ef the Archdlocese.
dgoain, I thank you Tor pending me howbhigihbepital snd I trust .
that your faith in my priesthoed will eventually be fully justified.

Fleese remember me m‘*}/ourx'Maé’é’esﬂgln&'eI faaﬁnot fre:ﬁ offer the
S&e:g\%_%:j.‘gg myself. Begeing your dleseing sund faver I am,
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