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= Jume 6, 1979

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTTAL

Bt, Rev. Brendap Downey, 0.8.B.
Abbot K ' ’
St. Bemedict's Abbey

Atchison, K3 86002

Dear Abhot Brendan:

I feel I must write to you in order to apprise you of a recent
devalopment involving Father John Forrester whe 13, &3 you know,
& priest. of vour Abbey and who has been doing priestly work here .
in the Archdiocese of .Seattle for the Past gix years. Last week
I was compelled to call Pather Forrester into the offilce and

tell him that it was Imperative that he leave the area as once,
This was a very difficult thing for me to do, particularly in
view of the fact that only one day before he had celebrated hia
25th annivarsary as 4 priest, but the cireunstaness which wers
brought to my attention left me no other cheica., Let me share

them with you,

The pastor and associasta pastor of ALl Saints Pardsh of Pupallup,
whara Father Forrester gerved as a priest for approximately three
years, came last week to report to me thaot the parents of a young
lad iz the eighzh grads of the parish school-had Teported to

them that their son had literally broken dawm ane aigint and told

them thar Father Forrester had been gexuzlly iavolved with him

ginca he was in the Fifgh grade. Headless to say, the parents

were terribly upset and nearly beside themselyag with anger.. Ino

addirion, the young bay also indicated that three or four others

of his classmates had beenm simtlarly involved over that same
perlcd of zime,

How the mszcer aver remaised under #raps for such a lang perdod

of time is difficult for me to understand, Poistbly tha boys
Were swors to secresy or possibly thed:r deep regard Sor Fathew
Forrestex proupted them to remsin silant. Whataver the case,
2 gex edusation lecrure givan by rha currene associata pastor
was the estaiyst for the 7oung lad breaking down and telling
bis parenes.

When T sat dowm with Facher Forzester to confrone uinm with chisx
‘@ATier, he made ne atssmps to deny the sccusationg., T tald hixm

*hat I felt very badly that he had not approachad me leng age

Lo seek agsistance Zor dealing wish this gerdaug problem because
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I would have dope Iy utmost to aild him in whatever wey pessible,

. Hewever, becausa of phe gravity of the patter and becawse of tha
potential repercusatong thar ecould he expected £rom the paronts
of these boys wewre he %o Tewain io this area, I told him thae T
had no choiee bur £q Strongly adviae him £o leave the ares ar once,
I thiok you will agree that, under the ciroumstanees, we can ne
longer geriously entertain the posgibility of incardinating him
in this 4&rchdiopase. ) :

Needless to say, T fael very bad¥y about this whale situatiom,
The hamn done to the young boys and to thair familfes {a GLEF

help to hesal the wounds., T algo feal badly ‘for Father Farresear
because I certainly wookd 1{ka tq be able to offar to help him
8ince he is so obviously in mmed of professional agsistance.
However, T am sure you will yoderstand the weasons which -
dictated the action I took, '

My suggestion to Fathar Forresster was that he return to hia
Abbey upon leaving the Seatr1la area but I kave go real confi-
dence that he will do 8@. HNonethelass, shnee he 1s a mook
under your Jurisdiccion, I think 1+ important that I relata
this whole Story to you so that you can be prepared to deal
with Father in the event that he does return to the Abhay,

At this writing, T have no idea of where he can he reached
but if and when I do find out, I will forward that information
to you in case You should want #o contzer hiim, '

I will aot be ar all Surpifsed 17 he ghould decida tg leave
the priescly ministzv ag a resule of this epilsodae although I
did try ny bagt to canvinee him that he really should gesals .
professionzl help for himself. 4s you know, he Is not without
pagtoral skills and with some indapth therapy over a parfod of
time, he wighe be ahie tg retusn o doing some type of prisscly
work In amother ares, This would be my hove, of course, but

ag I {ndicarad above, I have litrle confidence that this will
Iin fact happen.

If you would 1ike eo Pursue this mattar anv further, fael fwpa
£ get in touch with me and T will try to furaish you with
further dezailg., :

With all good widhes, T am

Fraternaily wours <o Cardge,

Raymond G. Tunchgusaen
Archbistioy of Sear*le

TAT Annnnt



