e8]
AR AR
=4

e
A

3

it

s
Sy ni

o
e




-
C\

éb

CONGREGATIO #3710

PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI

460/2003-24019

PROTON e e e e

Ul regpeonziome fine mestiv bning painers

Your Excellency,
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00120 Cia del Vativano, 'J/ Z e
Puluzzo del S. Uffizio
19 December 2006
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The Congregation-far the, Doctrine of the Faith received, on 14 November 9006 your
correspondence in the case regarding the alleged sexual abuse of minors by Reverend
Francis G. DELUCA, a-priest of your diocese. In your vorum which accompanied the case
you request an ex offf cro dlsrmssal from the clencai state.

Aftera carefu] exammatlon of the case 1he Concregatlon is mclmed to agree with your
request. It was noted;-however, that there js no reference 10 a response from Reverend

e,

Deluca concerning your decision- -Before a.request for dlanussﬂ from the clerical state is
presented to the Holy: Father,it has been the practice of the. Congreoahon for the Doctrine of
the Faith to allow the: cleric himself to asle -for a dlspensatmn from .the. obligations of
priesthood, mciudmc cehbacy 1 would ask-you to arrange a meeting W1th Reverend DeLuca
allowing him to_know--the .seriousness oi the. -penality syou are,.- rcquestmo Knowing the
difficulty he has_experienced living the obligations of- pxxesthood Reverend DeLuca may
choose to request a;dispensation from them hirpself, A request for such a dxslaensal]on should
denote that the cleric_recognizes it as a grace;granted to him. H]S letter to the Holy Father
should indicate he understands the senousncs> of the matter’ and is. pemtent for his actions.

Bcfore procéédiﬁfr ﬁlrlhél with this cqs{; we will a’u}aii t‘h.é' fes'ﬂ'lt's: E’)f your consultation
with Reverend Deluca, Once you have had he opportunity to arrange a meeting with him

p]mse notify this chastery

With prayerful support and best wxshes I remain

His Excellency

Yours devotedly in the Lord,

FA

Y.

. B Angelo AMATO, SDB -
Titular Archbishop of Sila
Secretary

The Most Reverend Michael A SALTARELLY

Bishop of Wilmington
Post Office Box 2030

Dol B rAbe- 756 6L953 .
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D10oCESE OF WILMINGTON

Post OFrice Box 2030
WiLamvgToN, DE 19899-2030 . ‘ o
(302) 573-3100 o T o

OFFICE OF THE BisHOPp

November 8, 2006

William Cardinal Levada

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Citta del Vaticano

Palazzo del S. Uffizio Rome

Italy

Your Eminence:

I write you with an urgent request for the removal from the
clerical state and dispensation from the obligation of celibacy for Fr.
Francis G. DeLuca [original Prot. N. 460/2003-20154], a 77 year old
prayer and penance priest [Essential Norms 8b], who was just arrested
on October 20, 2006 for recent sexual abuse involving a minor [touch,
fondling, masturbation, alcohol, pornography] in Syracuse NY [where
he retired after being removed from active ministry by then Bishop
Robert E. Mulvee in 1993].

1 ask that Fr. DeLuca, because of the serial nature of his abuse [all
involving his admission] with the most recent abuse ocecurring
repeatedly from 2001 fto 2006 be removed from the clerical state and
given a dispensation from celibacy immediately and as soon as possible
to prevent further scandal [the media coverage in both Wilmington and
Syracuse has been intense], and to emphasize categorically to Fr.
DeLuca that the abusive behavior will not be toierated.

I had hoped that Fr. DelLuca could live the life of prayer and
penance prescribed by section 8B of the Essential Norms. It is clear that
that is not possible. Now 77 years old, he will likely live his remaining
years of life either in jail or in house confinement.

You will find this votum amply supported by the enclosed
summary [according to the directives of the CDF] and relevant
appendices. Msgr. John Barres, our Chancellor, alerted Augustine
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DiNoia, OP, of the CDF by email on Friday, October 14, 2006 that this
case would be sent to the Congregation. I’m grateful to you and the
Congregation for your assistance.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

o otund) 0. Jase 0

Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli
Bishop of Wilmington

O Bamte—

v. Misgr. John O. Barres, JCD
Chancellor

PatriciaS: Bossi
Notary for the Curia

PATRICIA BLEPESKY-BOSES
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF DELAWARE
My Commdzsion Expires Sept. 24, 2009

DeLuca PDF page 159 of 953 CDOW_FGD00200



Diocese of Wilmington, Delaware (USA)
Bishop Michael Saltarelli
CDF Prot. N. 460/03 -18329

Rev. Francis ;. DeLuca

Date of Birth : 8/1/29 Age: 77 years old

Ordination: February 3, 1958
Removed from Active Ministry: November 29, 1993
Years of Ministry: 35 years

Original Diocese of Incardination: Diocese of Wilmington, DE (USA)
Ministry in/transfer to other Diocese: Not applieable

Fr. DeLuca’s address:

Rev. Francis &. DelLuca
100 Pastime Drive, Apt. 307
Syracuse, NY 13208-1562

Procurator: Msgr. Jobhn O. Barres, STD, JCL
Chancellor, Diocese of Wilmington
PO Box 2030
1925 Delaware Avenue
Wilmington, DE 19899-2030

FR.DELUCA’S ASSIGNMENTS:

1958-1961: St. Franmcis de Sales, Salisbury, MD, Parochial Vicar
1961-1966: St. John the Beloved, Wilmington, DE, Parochial Vmar
. Chaplain at Ferris Industrial School for Boys
1966-1969: St. Elizabeth, Wilmington, DE, Parochial Vicar
1969-1972: Holy Spirit, New Castle, DE, Parochial Vicar
1972-1976: Holy Spirit, New Castle, DE, Pastor
1976-1989: St. Matthew, Wilmington, DE, Pastor
Berves as Dean of New Castle Deanery, Diocesan Liturgical
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Commission
1989-1993: St. Joseph on the Brandywine, Wilmington, DE, Parochial
Vicar
" 1993: Removed from Active Ministry because of the sexual abuse of
minors and Retired
Current Status: Fr. DeLuca lives in Syracuse, NY in retirement in his
own residence. The Bishop of the Diocese of Syracuse, NY had been
notified. Fr. DeLuca was arrested on Thursday, October 19, 2006 by
the Syracuse police.

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST FR. DELUCA

Year: Began cirea 2001, repeated approximately monthly and continued
until May or June 2006.

Imputable Acts: Fr. Del.uca admitted the abuse, claiming it was limited
to touch, fondling and masturbation. But also admitted use of
pornography when the boy reached 16. [See Appendix 1 and la —
especially highlighted News Journal of October 26, 2006] DeLuca gave
the boy alcohol to drink, bought him jewelry, games and clothes and
deposited about $9000 in a bank account in the youth’s name.
[Appendix 1a, October 29, 2006 Syracuse Paper]

Denunciation: October 2006 ‘

Year: 1958-1960

Victim: Michael Ward and approximately five other unnamed boys Fr.
DeLueca was involved with.

Age: Not exactly clear in documentation but they were altar boys so
most likely between 10 and 13 years old.

Fr. DeLuca “unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused, sexually
assaulted and/or battered...” 12-5-93 Notes of Vicar for Clergy Msgr.
Lemon [Appendix 4] confirm the physical description in the legal
complaint]. '

Denunciation: 1993

Year: 1960s
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Victim :ianddd

Age: 12 or 13

Imputable Acts: Sexual abuse occurred 5 or 6 times though the
documentation does not detail the nature of the abuse. [see Appendix 5,
documentation of Vicar General Msgr. J. Thomas Cini]

Denunciation: 2004

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ¥R, DELUCA (Tony Flynn)
1)October 19, 2006 Arrest by the Syracuse NY police.

2)February 12, 2003 brief issued by Attorney Mark Waterfill [Dann
Pecarr Newman & Kleiman]. This legal complaint was not followed up
on [see Diocese of Wilmington Attorney Anthony Flynn letter to Insurer
Stephen M. Waldorf, Appendix 3, For more detail, see Anthony Flynn’s
highlighted October 23, 2006 email to Msgr. Barres giving more detail
which is included at the back of Appendix 3}.

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE

December 1993: Fr. Del.uca speaks with Fr. Benedict Groeschel at
Trinity Retreat House, Larchmont, NY.

—_— 2 - _ _ - N - _ T

.._.____.__.__._.-.—....__-___—,.::-._J

December 13, 1993 Letter from Bishop Robert E. Mulvee (Bishop of the
Diocese of Wilmington) to Fr. DeLuca: “Accepting your resignation and
approving early retirement is a very painful duty for me. I remember
your years of faithful service to this diocese. Only you can agonize more
than I over the tragedy that your actions of so many years ago has

|__, B __ Redacted - Conf. Med. Recs

address the real grave pastmal concern that confronts us because of
those actions. It is understood that you will not function publicly as a
- priest without seeking specific permission to do so.” (See Appendix 6)

September 30, 2003: Letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Fr. Deluca
applying the Essential Norms (8b) to Fr. DeLuca (See Appendix 7a)
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October 2, 2003: Letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Bishop Moynihan, 1
Bishop of the Diocese of Syracuse, informing him that Fr. DeLuca
resides in his Diocese. (See Appendix 7b)

October 2006: This petition to the CDF for removal from the clerical
state and laicization.

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO FR. DELUCA
What a retired priest of the Diocese of Wilmington would receive.

RESPONSE MADE BY FR. DELUCA

Fr. DelLuca has made repeated admissions of the sexual abuse of
minors. See documentation and appendices above.

BISHOP SALTARELLI’S VOTUM

I ask that Fr. DelLuca, because of the serial nature of his abuse [all
involving his admission] with the most recent abuse occurring
repeatedly from 2001 to 2006 be removed from the clerical state and
given a dispensation from celibacy immediately and as soon as possible
given the infense media coverage of his case. I had hoped that Fr.
Del.uca could live the life of prayer and penance prescribed by section
8B of the Essential Norms. It is clear that that is not possible. Now 77
years old, he will likely live his remaining years of life either in jail or in
house confinement.

Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli
Bishop of Wilmington

v. Misgr. John O. Barres
hancellor SR

1 1/8-{ 06
.' '_,.-‘geal

v
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BEFORE THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH
IN THE MATTER OF i

REV. FRANCIS G. DeLUCA |

List of Appendices

Appendices Relating to Proofs of the Facts of Accusations against Father DeLuca.

Appendix 1: Bishop Thomas Costello October, 2006 memorandum detailing

accusations against Father DeLuca.
1
Appendix 1A: Media coverage of Father Del.uca’s arrest .

Appendix 2:  Psychological Report.
Appendix 3:  Legal Complaint

Appendix 3 A: Memorandum from Msgr. Cini to Msgr. Barres relative to

Father DeLuca’s admission to abuse

Appendix 4:  Notes of Vicar for Clergy, Msgr. Lemon, 12/5/1993 confirming
confirming physical description in complaint.

Appendix 5:  Memo to File: [E0[0N¢ detailing the fact of the sexual
abuse he experienced.

Appendix 6:  December 13, 1993 leiter of Rev. Francis DeLuca from Bishop
Mulvee, accepting retirement from active ministry as a priest.

Appendix 7A: September 30, 2003 letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Father
DeLuca applying the Essential Norms.

- Append1x 7B:  October 2, 2003 letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Bishop

Moynihan informing him Father DeLuca resides in the Diocese
of Syracuse, NY.
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Appendix 8B Bishop Saltarelli’s previous correspondence with the
CDF inregard to Fr. DeLuca (Prot. N. 476/2003-20154)

et G M

Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli
Bishop of Wilmington

>

Patricia S. Bossi . Msgr. John O. Barres
Notary for the Curia | (bancellor

October 30, 2006
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MOST REV. THOMAS J. COSTELLO, V.G.
Former Auxiliary Bishop of Syracuse

DIOCESE OF SYRACUSE BISHOP'S OFFICE AEDER s,
WE MO Uui 2 7 2006

TO: TO FILE
RE: FRANCIS DE LUCA

!L Redacted /] ' (Liverpool) reported a concern re child sex abuse to Msgr. C. Lemon of
WsTmmgTon The alleged victim is Michael Dingle (turned 18 on 9/21/06). the
_accused is Francis Deluca (100 Pastime Dr., Syracuse 13208; phone; T
L >~ _; Msgr. Lemon informed me of the accusation,

F. Deluca has been in Syracuse for c. 13 years; returning here from Wilmington,
pursuant o charges of inappropriate behavior, He attends daily Mass frequently
at the Dominican Monastery and on weekends in various north-side parishes. I
think he does not celebrate privately, but of this T am not certain.

The alleged abuse with Michael (who is a blood relative of Deluca) began c. b years

L_ _ _ . _ - — “Redacted= — _ :_; __ _ _, is aware of the inappropriate behawor
witnessed some. of it, but apparenﬂy is not himself a victim. The abuse of Michael
came to light in the late Spring of 2006; the last instance was in May or June, and
since July there has been ne contact befwoem DaLuc:a and Michael, who had bee.n

the favorite (grand) nephew.

report the allegations to law em‘orcemen‘r officials, and notifying her that we
would report the accusation to the D.A. since the alleged crime was current., She
subsequently did notify the Syracuse Police Department which after investigation
arrested Deluca on 10/19 charged him with. criminal sexual abuse of a child and
subsequently released him with a court ‘appearance (arrmgnmen‘r) scheduled for

10/24 when D.A. will br'mg charges. : . @
240 East Onondaga St., PO Box 511, Syracuse NY 13201-0511 ¢ (315) 470-1460 = Fax (315) 478-4619 Appeal
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MEMO TO FILE (DeLuca)
Page 2 of 2

On 10/4 I met with F. DelLuca who admitted the abuse, claiming it was limited fo
touch and masturbation (whether mutual not indicated).

Dingle. Michael did have some (perhaps four) sessions with a counselor selected by
his family. F. DeLuca was billed and paid for this assistance. The experience was
not helpful; Michael was found to be universally angry. Michael did not do well with
this counselor; currently he is resisting further psychological assistance, but T,
Secreti continues Yo meet with him and is somewhat hopeful that he may eventually
agree to some therapeutic intervention.

T have shared our information first with C. Lemon, more recently with T. Flynn
571 -6675).

Mosf Rev. Th g:«s J. Costello, V.G.
Auxiliary Bis op
Vicar for Priests

October 20, 2006

1
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APPENDIX 1A
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“sexual -

- welfare. 6f a -child; iall

1 ported it.to police;; Cecile said:

Syrucuse pokce suy mme :

took place over several -
years with um!erage boy

By Peter Lyman L :
Staff wnter s

A, renred Cathohc pnest unaf—
filiated _with- the -Syracuse dio-,
cese-has been aceused: of, havmo
repeated sexual contact, w1th an
underage boy over the course: iof
seyeral years; Symcuse po]J.ce

| said; Friday. -

Francis G, Deluca., 7’7 of 100
Pastime Drive, Syracuse, was ar-

rested ~ Thursday - and.. charged

with one;count of second-degree
-gbuse, .two' couuts-, of -
third-degree “sexnal- abuse . and
two counts;:of . endangenng the
“misde-
mMeanors, accoxdmu 10 .an; ‘arrest”
report.~He wis! 1ssued an appeap
ance ticket and released. :

| .The a]leged abiise ‘began when

the boy was 12.or 43 and:contin-
ued for: several yeats, sa;\d L. Jox
seph Cecile, 'Spe,akmg for pollce

the aﬂewed -abuse, 'and-she re-
The a_ﬂeged abuse mvolved
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‘hand-to-genital .contact,

said. The Post-Standard does not
identify alleged vxctnns of 88X~
re]ated crimes. . . -

"Deluca is not a pnest in the
Roman Cathchc Diocese of Syr-
acuse, sa1d Dame]le Cummmas
assjstant chancellor and dmcese

spokeswom ieve he is
niot’? st nnmstennv: priest,
she said. . T

“He' Was a pnest in. \‘he Wil
mington, Del .diocese,¥ ‘Cum-
mings said.. “He has: been here

- smam, ocr«osen 21,20%

' Cecile -

several years,’ o but she’ could 1ot -

say exactly how long.- . :
Election reom:ds show Deluca

reglstered 10 Viote

- The! VlCtlm § imother ,told po-
lce Deluca moved .here . from
Delaware after rehrmg for health

Wﬂmmgton couldn’t ‘be reached
Friday.-

Peter Lyman can be reached ati
p!yman@syracuse con 0r47[)— 070

. peat on séx“Offender; regwines in .
.. gither ‘New' ork or Delawar.

. Yy S - The Roman-Catholic Diocese of |
‘turned 18, toid his: mother about

CTIOND
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Behﬁm is not-a gmes& with Symcuse Dmcese, diocesari official says

DE[UCA, FROR: PAGE B~1

“‘gbout .three - or
four” individuals'had ‘Been mo-
lested by Deluca in the" 1960s,
said Bob Krebs, a spokesman for
the Wilmington diocese.

DeLuca was immediately and

) permanently removed from min-
. istry, barred from functioning

publicly as a priest and sent for
. evaluation,
according to the statement. DeL-

uca then was allowed to retire
and chose'to move fo hlS home-
town, Syfacuse. -

Syracuse police charged DeL»
uca ont Thursday with one count
of second-degree ‘sexual abuse,
two counts of thlrd-degree SEXU~
al abuse and two counts of en-
dangering. the welfare of a child,
all misdemeanors, The alleged
abuse ‘began when the boy, now
18, was 12 or 13 years old and
involved hand-to-genital contact,

said Lt. Joseph Cecile, speakmg
for police.
The police mvesugalmn began

“after the boy told “his mother

about the alleged abuse, and she
reported it to police, Cecile said.
The DPost-Standard does not
identify alleged victims of sex-
related crimes.

DeLuca is not a priest in the
Syracuse diocese, said Danlelle
Cummings, assistant chancellor
and diocese spokeswoman.

The Wilmington diocese
shared - information - about the
1993 -aliegation with the Dela-

in 2002. Krebs said DeLucd was
not charged with a crime-in Del-
aware, and that’s Why he isn’t

listed in Delaware or New York -

sex offender registries.”

Barbara Blaine, president of
the national group SNAP, The
Survivors Network of ‘those
Abused by Priests, said she's

“heard many stories of priests
Wwho have abunsed -minors jn one

-town and then move and do it
ware Attorney General’s. Office -

again elsewhere. She said she
believes church leaders are pro-
tecting those priests..

*‘What's so damaging about
that is, unfortunately; the excus-
es kccp leaving more children at
risk,”” Blaine said,

Nangy Buczek can be reached at
nbuczek@syracuse.com or 470-2173.
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e ewane 1o quustrative of the
.o wwsne 5CN00LS have carved out in their districts.
But that identity, some say, would be tested by a report
issued last week by a coalition of business, educa‘aon
and community leaders.

The report, Vision 2015, concluded Delaware schools
are making some gains but are failing tokeep pace glob-
ally, It sets six goals, including higher academic stan-
dards, investing in early childhood education and giving -
teachers and administrators the fools to do a better job.

The plan also calls for a statewide curricutum, giving
principals more control and — to the horror of students
— it could lengthen the school day or the school year by

hon

140 hours anﬂ cost taxpayers, po’fentla}ly almost $’i’0 mil-
) See VISIDH — At5

Former Del. pnest
accused of sex abuse

arrested in New

By BETH MILLER
The News Journal

A former Diocese of Wilmington
priest, allowed to retire in 1993 after al-
legations of child sexual abuse sur-
faced, was arrested last week in Syra-
cuse, N.Y, on the same charges.

Francis G, DeLuca, 77, a priest in
Wilmington for 35 years, lelt in 1993
when former Bishop Robert B, Mulvee

York

Rehred pnest

A dedlcated mot

WILMINGTON — The
boxing gym in the Wﬁhar
derson Commuinity Cente
open with a broken 90- pou
dumbhbell, o

Inside, silver duct tape }
the weathered punching bs
The tape is even used on th
ankles, whereas white surg

the norm in gyms with bigg
removed him from the ministry and al- : g
lowed him toretire early. ;’eaf‘fc‘: G. This place makes “cld sch
DelLuca then moved to Syracuse, served in the new. This is where 10-year-ol
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fare of a child, Syracuse police
Lt, Joseph Cecile said. DeLuca
was given an appearance ticket
and released, Cecile said.

All are misdemeanors, and
each count is punishable by up
to one year in prison, Cec11e
said.

“Even the victim ‘doesn t
know how many times” he was
fondled, Cecile said. “But he
stayed over there quite often and
whenever he did stay over there
it usnally happened. It’s been

continuing, but he finally told

his parents after the last inci-
dent.”

DeLuca did not return mes-
sages left at his home.

“It breaks my heart to learn
that someone in Syracuse may
have been victimized by a re-
moved priest of our diocese,”
Diocese of Wilmington Bishop
Michael A. Saltarelli said in a
statement released Saturday.

_ “My sincere apology and pledge

of continued prayers go out to
this young man and to all vic-

. tims and their {families.”

Diocese spokesman Robert G.

Krebs said church officials gota -

report in 1993 that Deluca had
sexually abused a child in the
1960s. After the report was con-
firmed, Mulvee removed DeLuca
from the ministry, barred him

_from functioning publicly as a

priest, sent him for a psychologi-
cal evaluation and allowed him
{o retirve to Syracuse.

" DeLuca’s conduct was never
made public by the diocese until
Saturday when the news of his
arrest in New York was pub-
lished in The Post-Standard, a
Syracuse newspaper.

‘Arrest: Sexual abuse in Del.
aﬂ.@gedly happened in 19608

‘FROM PAGE At )
-degree sexual abuse and two _
counts of endangering the wel-

* FRANCIS 6. DELUGA

BORN: 1929

ORDAINED: 1958
SERVED: St. Francis de Sales,
Salisbury, Md. (1958-61); St.
John the Beloved, Milltown
(1261-66); St. Elizabeth,
Wilmington (1966-69); Holy
Spirit, New Castle (1969-76);
St. Matthew, Christiana Hun-
dred (1976-89); St. Joseph on
the Brandywine, Greenville
(1989-93).

DISMISSED FROM MINISTRY
1993°

The sexual abuse allegations
against DeLuca were not re-
ported to the' Delaware atforney
general until 2002, after the na-
tional scandal of child sexual
abuse by priests emerged in the
media.

‘ Diocese officials said they
heard from other victims of
DeLuca after the reports.

Later that year, the U.S, Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops
adopted new policies on how
dioceses should respond to and
report assaulis and how they
should prevent them.,

Since then, officials have ac-
knowledged that more than 60
people were victimized by

priests in the Diocese of Wil-

mington, which includes more
than 220,000 Catholics in
Delaware and the nine counties
of Maryland's Eastern Shore.
They have acknowledged credi-
ble allegations against 30
priests, some dating back more
than 50 years, but have refused
to release all the names of the
priests.

Many have dled Some have

- Tetired in the area. The whére-

_pliance with the 2002 policies

. pired in Delaware.™

abouts of others are u.nknown
by church officials. *

None remains in minisiry in
the diocese, Krebs said Saturday,
A 2006 audit showed the Diocese
of Wilmingion was in full com-.

adopted by the nation’s bishopé,
he said,

DeLuca never faced prosecu— .
tion for previous alleged as-
saults, in Jarge part because the
statute of Yimitations has ex-

State Rep. Greg Lavelle, R-
Sharpley, and state Sen. Karen
Peterson, D-Stanton, sponsored
legislation last spring to change
the statute of limitations, but
time ran out before a bill was
passed.

That'effort will continue in
the next legislative session, said
a spokesman for Voice of the
Faithful, a lay Catholic group
that serves as an advocate for
victims. Delaware has two chap-
ters of the group.

Bill Pare, spokesman for the -
northern chapter, said Mulvee
was right to talke action in 1993, §
Mulvee, who went on toserveas ji§¢
bishop of Providence, R.I., re- {7
tired in 2005. i

“At least he took him out of "E3E
the ministry,” Pave said. . ~ B

Diocese offieials urge anyone
victimized by a priest, deacon or
layperson to report the abuse to -
the state attorney general or the
appropriate Maryland State’s |
Attorney. Instructions and in- }gr.
formation about counseling .j{&e
services are available at the dio- gy
cese Web site: wwrw.cdow.org. 1A
Senior reporter Cris Barrish contributed to e
this article.

Contact Beth Miller at 324-2784
or biniller@delawareonline.com.

TV NEWS SH{}W%

Guest lineup for. tuday’s v news shows: .
ABC’s “This Weel¢” — President Bush Sen. John Kerry,
D-Mass,; prafessuonal bowler Kelly Kulick. 10:30 am,,
WMDT/47 and WMAR/2; 10 am. WPVI/b)
CBS' “Face the Nahon" — Sens. Charles Schumer, D- -
NYY,, and Elizabeth Dole, R-N.C (1930 am, KYW]B and

WBOC/16; 1L am, WIZ/13)

NBC's “Meet the Press” -— -Sen. Barack Obama DI
(10 30 am, WGAU/lO 10 am, WBAL/ll) ’
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CNN's "Late Edition” — Senate Majority Leader Bill
- Frist, R-Tenn;; Sens. Jack Read, D-RI, and Kay Bailey -
."Hutchison, R-Texas; former secretary of state Alexander p
- Haig: former national securlty adwser begmew Brzezin- ' 3

“"Fox News Slmday" - Sens Rlchard Lugar, R Ind,; John’
. Warner, RVa, Joe Biden, D- Del and Carl Levin, D-Mich
. business mogul Richard Bransom Qam, WTI‘G/S
" WTXF/29 and WBF F/45) .l R

CDOW FGD00214




P\'
i

FER T SR ]
: Seia AR RERG X t —'_‘i-_ %

‘

D @ ) L } P " J: 2 : ~ , ;:g
- new specialty |

122,200 ot
TR D"’l

s

Sea leve
rise

- Delaware
SN

CDOW_FGD00215



1

syracuse.com's Printer-Friendly Page

The Post-Standard

Accused ex-priest had been barred
Delaware diocese defrocked Francis G. Del.uca after abuse-of-minors report.

Sunday, October 22, 2006

By Nancy Buczek
Staff writer

A retired Catholic priest charged by Syracuse police with sexually abusing a minor was
permanently barred from the ministry in 1993 after his former diocese found he had
abused minors there, a representative of that diocese said Saturday.

"It breaks my heart to learn that someone in Syracuse may have been victimized by a
removed priest of our diocese," said the Most Rev. Michael Saltarelli, bishop of the

Diocese of Wilmington, Del., said in a statement after learning of Francis G. DelLuca’s
arrest.

Deluca, 77, of 100 Pastime Drive, Syracuse, could not be reached for comment Friday or
Saturday.

Wilmington diocesan officials received a report in 1993 that Del.uca sexually abused a
minor in Wilmington in the 1960s. Diocesan officials contacted the victim and confirmed

that he had been molested by Del.uca, according o a diocesan statement. The diocese
con-

firmed that "about three or four” individuals had been molested by Del uca in the 1960s,
said Bob Krebs, a spokesman for the Wilmington diocese.

Deluca was immediately and permanently removed from ministry, barred from functioning
publicly as a priest and sent for psychological evaluation, according to the statement.
Del.uca then was allowed to retire and chose to move to his hometown, Syracuse.

Syracuse police charged Deluca on Thursday with one count of second-degree sexual

abuse, two counts of third-degree sexual abuse and two counts of endangering the welfare

of a child, all misdemeanors. The alleged abuse began when the boy, now 18, was 12 or

13 years old and involved hand-fo-genital contact, said Lt. Joseph Cecile, speaking for
police. A

The police investigation began after the boy told his mother abaut the alleged abuse, and
she reported it to police, Cecile said. The Post-Standard does not identify alleged victims
of sex-related crimes.

Del uca is not a priest in the Syracuse diocese, said Danielle Cummings, assistant
chancellor and diocese spokeswoman.
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The Wilmington diocese shared information about the 1993 allegation with the Delaware
Attorney General's Office in 2002. Krebs said Del.uca was not charged with a crime in
Delaware, and that's why he isn't listed in Delaware or New York sex offender registries.

Barbara Blaine, president of the national group SNAP, The Survivors Network of those
Abused by Priests, said she's heard many stories of priests whe have abused minors in
one fowri and then move and do it again elsewhere, She said she believes church leaders
are protecting those priests.

"What's so damaging about that is, unfortunately, the excuses keep leaving more children
at risk,” Blaine said.

Nancy Buczek can be reached at nbuczek@syracuse.com or 470-2173.

© 2006 The Post-Standard. Used with permission.

Copyright 2006 syracuse.com. All Rights Reserved.
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(2] svserve Former Del. priest

E‘“*’“ story arrested in New York
f Print Story

% Discuss Story Man was accused here of 1960s sex abuse

By BETH MILLER, The News Jouraal
Posted Sunday, October 22, 2006

On the Web
» Catholic Diocesa of

Wilmington A former Diocese of Wilminglon
priest, allowed to retire in 1993 after
Top StoryChat allegations of child sexual abuse
- Da|m;er’chp/sler s surfaced, was arrested {ast week in
reorganization pu
Newark plant under Sl\{racuse, N.Y., on the same N—
scrutiny - 91 charges. A a A 2 |
Commaents @ qmpaﬂk .
« Parents concerngd Francis G. Delucs, 77, a priest in Career bm‘dgr
after pit bulls attack Wilmington for 35 years, left in 1993 Top Job Videos -
Belvedere youngsters hen F Bishon Robert E op 1 verivon
- 236 Comments when former Bishop Robel 8 Wﬁfi@:&u‘!’ﬁﬁ&id@"‘ Z,_ &
» Poll: Many biacks In Mulvee removed him from the
Dal. distrust police - ministry and allowed him to retire
128 Comments early y [Insurance Processor
. . Retlred priest Frantis G,
g;ae““;gg‘tj Y-U&%Eth Deluca then moved te Syracuse, his Deluca served In the confidential
Comments Y! y Dl9cese of Witmington for
hometown. 35 years.
° Stateltgst drazws Hourly, Speclalist,
é‘j,‘}‘,,‘?,f?;{,‘g -2 Deluca now is charged with sexually mg::;gament &
abusing a Syracuse boy for several years, from the time the boy Lowells
News Chaices was 12 or 13 until the boy told his mother when he was 17,
pocry according to published reports. He is now 18. :mfs::::esé; o ALL F OR
Get Published ro nagear
" | Fulton Financial Corp. LESS THAN
Webcasts DeLuca was arrested Thursday and charged with one count of 9 5 /M O
second-degree sexual abuse, two counts of third--degree sexuat N $ -
Wirefess abuse and twao counts of endangering the welfare of a child, C::g:::;:[t
Syracuse police L. Joseph Cecile said. Deluca was given an
Text Alerts appearance ticket and released, Cedlle said. Hourly, Speclalist,
Ty Dept. Manager,
&-Newsletter * All are misdemeanors, and each count is punishabie by up to one g?;:gs
RSS Feeds year In prison, Cecile ssid. .
Maintenance Tech.
1 News Archive "Even the victim doesa’t know how many times" he was fondled, Miticroft .
Cecile sald. "But he stayed over there quite often and whenever !
he did stay over there it usually happenied, It's been continuing, i .
but he Ffinally told his parents after the Jast incident.”
Compare that
Deluca did not return messages teft at his home. to % able
"It breaks my heart to learn that someone in Syracuse may have been victimized by a ]
remaved priest of our diocese," Diocese of Wilmington Bishop Michael A. Saltarelli said in 3 learn more »
statermnent released Saturday. "My sincere apology and pledge of continued prayers go out

to this young man and ta all victims and thelr families.”

Diocase spokesman Robert G. Krehs said church officials got & report in 1993 that Deluca
had sexually abused a child in the 1960s, After the report was confirmed, Mulvee remaved
Deluca from the ministry, barred him from functioning publicly as a priest, sent lim for a
psychological evaluation and allowed him to retire to Syracuse,
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DeLuca's conduct was never made public by the diocese unlil Saturday when the news of
his arrest in New York was published in The Post-Standard, a Syracuse newspaper.

The sexual abuse allegations against Deluca were not reported to the Delaware attorney
general until 2002, after the national scandal of child sexual abuse by prlests emerged in
the media. '

Diocese officials said they heard from other victims of Deluca after the reports.

Later that year, the U.5. Conference of Cathofic Bishops adopted new policies on how
dioceses should respond to and report assaults and how they should prevent them.

Since then, officials have acknowledged that more than 60 people were victimized by
priests in the Diocese of Wilmington, which includes more than 220,000 Cathalics In
Delaware and the nine counties of Maryland’s Eastern Shore. They have acknowledged
credible allegations agalnst 30 priests, some dating back more than 50 years, but have
refused to release all the names of the priests.

Many have died. Some have retired in the area. The whereabouts of others are unknow
by church officials. :

None remains in ministry In the diocese, Krebs said Saturday. A 2006 audit showed the
Diocese of Wilmington was in full compliance with the 2002 policies adopted by the
nation's bishops, he said.

Deluca never faced prosecution for previous alleged assaults, in large part because the
statute of limitations has expired in Delaware.

State Rep. Greg Lavelle, R-Sharpley, and state Sen. Karen Peterson, D-Stanton, sponsored
legistation last spring to change the statute of fimitations, but time ran out before a bift
was passed.

That effort will continue In the next legislative session, said a spokesman for Voice of the
Faithful, & tay Catholic group that serves as an advocate for victims. Delaware has two
chapters of the group.

Bill Pare, spokesman for the northern chapter, said Mulvee was right to take action in
1993, Mulvee, who went on to serve as bishop of Providence, R.1., retired in 2005.

"At least he took him out of the ministry," Pare sald.

Diocese officials urge anyone victimized by a priest, deacon or layperson to report the
abuse to the state atterney general or the appropriate Maryland State‘s Attorney,
Instructions and information about counseling services are available st the dlocese Web
site: www,cdow.org.

Seniar reporter Cris Barrish contributed to this article.
Contact Beth Miller at 324-2784 or bmiller@delawareontine. com,

FRANCIS G. DELUCA
BORN: 1928

ORDAINED: 1858

SERVED: 8t. Francis de Sales, Salishury, Md. (1858-61); SL. John the Beloved, Milltown {1961-66);
St. Elizaheth, Wilmington (1966-68); Holy Spirit, New Castle {1969-76); Si. Matthew, Christiana
Hundred {1976-89); St. Joseph on the Brandywine, Greenville {1989-93).

DISMISSEDR FROM MINISTRY: 1893

STORYCHAT Q} < Post a Comment <« View All Comments

" Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 6:44 pm

BW you need to take a moment and caol down. T only asked a guestion and did not make a
statement that all priests are perverts. I do not bash anyones refiglon. You can believe what
you want. It just seems every time you pick up a paper or turn on the news, another priest is
being accused or charged with a sex crime against little boys. Is it a Catholic good deed to call
someone an ldiot for expressing an aplnion? Come now.

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 5:50 pm
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Trust me, Wilmlngton knew about Detuca's dark side in the early sixties. Go to
blshopaccountability.org website, scroll down ta the article written by Steven Church. I think
it's "the hidden abuse”, Does this sound like spmeone we know??? He shauld have been
reparted to the authorities, the LEGAL authorities, AND remaved than. NOT sent to anather
parish, then anather and yet another, GOD 2nd the dlocese only know at this point who else
reported him and allowed the church to bully them Into balleving that "they" would take care
of it. Taking total advantage of the people's falth In the church, God has not abused
anyone---the church Is run by humans--powerful human--who made choices. The priests are
human and also made cholces. God wants us to live like Jesus did. If we choose to follow evil
temptation that 1sn't God's will. I belleve that these pediphliles and protectars of pedaphiles will
have to answer to God one day. Maybe they should alse keep that In mind. No one Is perfect
but hurting Innocent children and hiding behind a collar to protect your name and your money
has got ko be the worst sin of all. I hope that all of this gives the unheard victims out there the
courage and strength to finally have a voice. To all of the unheard victims I feel sorry and my
heart breaks for you and the terrible secret that you've had to hide at the hands of people
we've been taught to RESPECT and follow to be more like Jesus. What a joke. No wonder the
cathollc church is falling apart. My prayers go oul to all of you---even the pediphiles,

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 5:15 pm

1 am sorry that you were molested as a child. I hope you have since tald people including the
clvil authorities wha that person was as |s.

Having sald that a number of thoughts came to mind about the Deluca situation and the
Diccese of Wilmington.

Bishop Mulvee removed Deluca frarn his ministry work, according the article, in 1953 allowing
hir to petition far retirement or senior status. Mulvee did this, at least, before he, that is
Mulvee, was sent up to the New England area to clean up some like situations there. Hewever,
nane of them were ever really cleaned up.

Mulvee and the Dlacese of Wilmingtan, accarding to the article, never told any ¢vli authorities,
iike the police, at the time of his removal, why he was being removed, did they? Nelther did
they tell any of the parishes where Deluca served, including my own, WHY HE WAS BEING
RETIRED EARLY, DID THEY?

The present Bishop Saltarelli says that "It breaks my heart to learn that someone in Syracuse
may have been victimized by a removed gpriest of our diocese,” and goes on to say "My sincere

apalogy and pledge of continued prayers go out to this young man and to all victims and their
families."

As Father Tom Doyle, OP, an expert witness in the Grand Jury Investigation In the Archdlocese
of Phifadelphia and elsewhere would say, "What a lot of bull crap.”

And I say, what arrogance! Saltarelll Is qoing ta pray and it breaks his heart,...

What did Saltarelli, and Mulvee for that matter, think was going to happen? Did they think this
guy would not continue ta molest? Who could possibly think that? Yes, Mulvee bears
responsibllity, And if there are others like DuLuca aut there, Saltarellf vill be responsible,
Michael, you had better check those fliles and do what must be dong!

Deluca's conduct was never made public to the people that mattered. Yes, well, the diocese

probably did turn his name in to the Delaware attorney general In 2002 for all the good that
did! Right?

AND STILL THE DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON AND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA REFUSE
TO GIVE THE NAMES OF THESE KNOWN ABUSERS, LIVING OR DEAD, RETIRED OR NQOT, IN
THE UNITED STATES, ROME, IRELAND OR ELSEWHERE TO THE PEOPLE IN THE PARISHES AND
DIOCESES WHERE THEY HAVE SERVED.

UNBELIEVABLE!

The church, and that means the hlerarchy, continues to be behind the curve In this sad affalr,
Gel real. There are probably hundreds more than the "60 people” the WHmington Diocese
acknowledges. The 60 are anly those they know of,

Other then the known abusers who are dead, the dlocese knows where they are because the
diocese is still sending checks to them. Belleva It.

They may not be In ministry in the dlocese, but they may be helping up In thelr retirement
somewhere else. The diocese has not policy on that and they are not inclined to have one.

I am naot inclined to glve Mulvee any credlt, as Bill Pare, spokesman for the northern chapter of
Voice of the Faithful does, for having at least taking "him out of the ministry.” Mulvee rezlly
did not da that, he just let him retire elsewhere. He was not REMOVED FROM MINISTRY. The
ofd "out of sight, out of mind” philosophy kicks in, you know?

Blshap Mulvee did us a terrible disservice, How many others have been handled in this way?
Bishop Saltarelli continues the same policy.

IF YOU LIVE IN DELAWARE YOU CAN SUPPORT THE NECESSARY CHANGES IN THE CHILD
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"LOOK BACK WINDQW" IN THE LEGISLATION TO GET INDIVIDUALS LIKE DELUCA INTQ A
COURT OF LAW FACING THEIR ACCUSERS FOR THE WRONGS DONE SO MANY YEARS AGO. THE

INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH HAS FALLED US IN THIS. IT IS UP TO THE PEOPLE TO MAKE THEM
ACCOUNTABLE,

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 5:02 pm

1 am sickened that this behavior Is still to this day, being hidden from ali of us. We have a
right to know wha thase child malesters are. How much longer is the church going to protect
the molesters at the expense of God's children? How many others are still out there afraid to
speak or not even realizing that this is abuse of the highest order? I had no idea that this
priest was “retired”, I remember when he simply disappeared. How many others is the bishop
hiding under the guise of "retirement"?

The statue of limitations should be repealed immediately. The Catholic Church should truely
ask forglvness for thelr sins and take the punnlshment.

This church needs (o be purged so that God can biess His church agatn with vocatlons and
plenty of sheep.

Isn't this what we pray for every sunday (n church? How can Gad send good men to be priests
when the filth and corruption Is still running rampant?

As an aside, being malested by a man who represents God, {s the vitimate destroyer of a
persons psyche. We are taught that no matter what bappens we can always turn to God. Well ,
who do the victims turn to now, when It appesrs that even God has abused them?

Wise up Bishop!

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 4:44 pm

1 am embarrassed to say that I am a catholic. I think it Is far worse when 2 priest does
something like this than the tipical sick person. Te use God to your advantage to prey on
children.

o Post a Commeal #: View All Comments
Brnp of pagu
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Aecused priest not in N.Y. ministry

Syracuse diocese: DeLuca not working for church when alléged abuse occurred
By BETH MILLER, The News Journal
Posted Tuesday, Octaber 24, 2006

Syracuse officials say the former Diocese of Wilmington priest arrested on child sexual-
abuse charges last week was not serving in a New York church when the incidents
allegedly occurred.

Danielle Cummings, a spokeswoman for the Diocese of Syracuse, said Francis G.
Deluca has not served in any capacity in the diocese, where he has lived since he was
removed from ministry in Wilmington after similar allegations arase against him in
1993,

Cummings said Wilmington church officials notified Syracuse officials in 2002 that
Deluca was living In their area and should not serve in any priestly capacity. That : it

Francis

notice was given to comply with a 2002 charter adopted by the U.S. Conference of G. DeLuca was removed from ministry

i Det 2 !
Catholic Bishops requiring dioceses to report abuse allegations to civil authorities and to in Delaware in 1993

notify other dioceses when priests with credible allegations moved into their area.

Syracuse police spokesman Lt. Joseph Cecile said he could not say how Deluca, 77,
came into contact with the alleged Syracuse victim, now 18 years old, because it could
reveal the boy's identity. The alleged abuse did not occur in a ministry context, Cecile
said, The charges against Del.uca were made after the boy told his mother that Deluca
had abused him from the time he was 12 or 13 until he was 17 years old.

No other victims have come forward to New York police since Deluca was arrested
Thursday, Cecile said, and Deluca has been cooperative. Police do not believe he poses
a risk to anyone else in the community.

Deluca was removed from ministry in Delaware in 1993, after 35 years of service,
when allegations surfaced of sexual abuse from the 1960s. Former Bishop Robert
Mulvee allowed Deluca to retire and return to his native Syracuse.

The priest never faced prosecution in Delaware, but he soon will appear in court In
Syracuse to hear the charges against him: two counts of third-degree sexual abuse,
iwo counts of second-degree sexual abuse and one countof endangering the welfare
of a child. Cecile said the offenses were described as hand-to-genital contact.

A farmer altar boy said he was stunned by the news and doesn't believe any of the
allegations. Vincent Testa served as an altar boy for several years during the time
Deluca was pastor of St. Matthew's Church in Christiana Hundred, from 1976-82.

"T was flabbergasted,” said Testa, who works for New Castle County, "He was a good
mentor to everybody in the school. He taught us the right way to be. He helped us
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Accused priest not in N.Y. ministry

alang if we had problems. 1 do not believe any of it."

Contact Beth Miller at 324-2784 or bmiller@delawareonline.com.

STORYCHAT (0 5> Post 8 Comment
Posted by: MA- Tue Oct 24, 2006 6:53 am

The recent arrest of a Delaware priest who was allowed fo retire to Syracuse, N.Y.
without notifying the laity or any of the parishes where he served, incduding mine, that

he was a known sexual abuser points out the flaws that have long existed in the
church's clerical system.

Did former Bishop Robert E. Mulvee think that Francis G. Del.uca, 77, would not
cantinue in his perfidy of sexually abusing children? Deluca was allowed to take early
retirement, or senior status as it Is called and was naver really punished. He continues
to receive a church pension and benefits, no doubt. Why would he consider changing
behavior that has been so successful for so long?

Mulvee is directly responsible, morally if not legally, for Deluca's actions because he
was known to be a pedophile and a heads up was given to no one.
< Post a Comment &z View Al Comments

Page 2 of 2
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Lastest priest scandal

again raises questions

about Church’s silence-

There is something deeply unsettling about the
latest tale of priestly abuse that made headlines
over the weekend.

A former Wilmington priest has been arrested in
Syracuse, N.Y., and charged with molesting a 12-
year-old boy. This news is bad enough. But it gets
worse, -

Apparently, in 1953, Wilmington Catholic Diocese
officials had received similar complaints about the
priest when he was stationed here, The then-
Bishop Robert E. Mulvee removed him from the
ministry and sent him packing ... to do what? Prey
on other 12-year-old boys?

The argiment can be made that the original
Delaware incident happened in the 1960s but came
to light 30 years later; long after the statute of Limi-
tations ran out. The diocese could rightly say that
no criminal charges could be brought againstthe
priest and therefore kept quiet about the matter,

But that wall of silence crumbled in the past few
years and the Wilmington Diocese had ample op-
portunity to make public the complaints against
this particular priest. But it declined to do so.

Is it possible that the latest victim could have
been spared if the diocese had gone public?

Over the years, much of the hierarchy's re-

sponse has been disingenuous. In 1985, the bishops

were given a report about the problem with a rela-

tive handful of priests. But the bishops did nothing.

In the early 1990s, scandals popped up all over the
country. The scandals exploded in 2002 when the
Boston Globe pubhshed a damning series of abuse

and coverups in the that city’s diocese. Tt led fo sto- ..
ries, suits and ouirage across the nation. The bish- .

ops met i in Rome, then in Dallas. They formulated a
tough policy and acknowledged the names of many

- abusers. - . .
Accordmg to the Wﬂmmgton Dmcese, 1t smpped

the priest in guestion of his priestly dutles and al- .
lowed him'toretire. Certainly that is an‘improve- -
ment over the earlier practice of transferring cul-
p1 its from parish to parish.
« But was the diocese’s 1993 action enough‘? Was':
1ts refusal to name t}ns pr;est 1ece11ﬂy Justlﬁed?
The answer is no. - -

Craoe
2oak
< meANTOOTHS L
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By BETH MILLER
The News Journal

‘The arrest of a former Delaware prie st on

" child sexual abuse charges in New York last

week removed the hope some church officials -
held that such abusive behavior wasa thmg of -
the distant past. :

Francls G. DeLuca, 77, was charged W1th
repeated sexual abuse of a Syracuse boy. The
abuse, prosecutors say, occurred after the -

". scandal of child sexual abuse by priests

emerged nationally in 2002, after the U.S. Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops adopted stronger .
-pohmes to protect children and improve re-:

porting practices.

. The time frame is also after Wilmington
diocese officials notified Syraciise diocese of-
ficials of DeLuca’s residence there.

“In the 4% years I have been doing this, it
was always some consolation that the most re-
cent complaints of abuse we were aware of
was 20 years old,” Tony Flyun, attorney for
the Diocese of Wilmington, said Tuesday.
“That Father DeLuca may have abused

See GHURCH — A6

)

Francis'G. Del.uca,
77,1s accused of
sexually abusing |
ahoy from Syra-
cuse, N.Y. -

ONLINE

Go to www.delaware
online.com to read

correspondence from

the Diocese of Wil-
mington regarding

Francis G. Deluca, .

LPRTTNE P s RO I, 9
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... DeLuca was removed from

: mmlstry after 35 years and “al-
. lowed to retire” o his hometown

of Syracuse in 1993, after 1950s-
era cases surfaced in Delaware,

‘Wilmington diocese spokesman
‘Robert G. Kxebs sald

Dlocese informed in 2003
A"December 1993 letter from

. former Bishop Robert E, Mulvee

notes the bishop accepted De-
Luca’s retirement from active
.public ministry as a priest for
“reasons of health:” Later inthe
letter, Mulvee said he remem-
bered DeLuca’s-“years of faith-
ful service” and that only De-
Tueca could agonize more than
Mulvee “over the tragedy that
your actions of so many years
ago has caused you and the

. Church.”

But it was another 10 years
before the Wilmington diocese
told .Syracuse church officials
about his past. Bishop Michael
A. Saltarelli notified Syracuse
officials in an October 2003 let-
ter that DelLuca had been re-
moved from active ministry be-

.cause of “credible allegations of

the sexual abuse of minors.”
The letter was sent in compli-
ance with reporting require-

-ments adopted in 2002. Those re-

quirements, adopted by the
bishops conference, were in-
tended to end the practice of
moving predatory.priests from

one parish or diocese to another,
. Saltarelli sent DeLuca a let-
ter in September 2003, putting in

writing the dlocese s “under-.
standing” with the priest thathe
would not celebrate Mass pub-
licly or administer-the sacra-
ments, that he would not wear
cIerical garb or present himself
publicly as a priest.

Deluca was not serving as a
priest during the period of the
most recent allegations, Wil-
mington and Syracuse church
officials say.

He was not charged in previ-
ous alleged cases, so authorities
did not monitor his behavior
and contact with childrexn.

The Syracuse accuser, now
18, told his mother he was mo-
lested by DeLuca from the time
he was 12 or 13 until he was 17.

Chief Deputy Michael Ker-
win, of the Syracuse police de-
partment, said it bothers him
that sexual predators may be liv-
ing in his jurisdiction without
his knowledge. “We are always
concerned — whether it's a pa-
roled bank robber or a paroled
rapist ora paroled child moles-

P I Y

~rmmee e

- *Preying ol mnocent boy e

At least four people::have

Flynn said Tuesday. The wife of

one alleged victim made an

anonymous report, Flynn said,
and it was unclear whether that

‘man was among the four Who

camne forward. -

One Delaware man, who sald
he was.a victim and asked that
his name not be published, said

he fears there are many more..
“] think a pattern was devel- .

oped back in the '60s by this
man, by preying on innocent
boys in the 11 to 14 age range
and every few years preying on

someone new,” said the man, -

who said he was victimized
about 40 years agae. “If true,
there must be a great deal of
men who are suffering alone

- with what was perpetrated on

them by Francis DeLuca. They

most likely will never come for- |

ward because of embarrass-
ment and fear of being found
out by their friends and family

“I know because that is the
way I feel and why I will not di-
vulge my name. I have been in
and out of counseling for 20-
some years, and talking with

made a]legatmns about DeLuca .
to the Wilmington diccese, |

._professmnals has helped me
-deal w1th {he pain of my adoles—

cence.”
A lawsuit filed a few yeals
ago in Indiana dates one alleged

victim's abuse to 1958-60. The

suit was dropped, as was an at-
tempt to prosecute DeLuca in

iy s e he was ac-
Maryland, wher . ‘guffers — and she.wishes she

cused of abusing in the 1960s a,
different boy on a trip there.
Maryland has no statute of

limitations for felonies such as-

didn’t make the nature of the m

con51de1 ed felomes then
. “It would-be'a felony now v
heland said, “but back In 1962 -
and. 1963, the law-in-Maryland

abuse he engaged in criminal. :
That’s how unenhghtened we -
were” © -

- reland saui that v1ct1m still .

could do more for him: “Ihate it .
that there’s no redress for. this -
man,” she said, “My victim isin

child sex abuse, said Elizabeth - 1is late 50s and is daily:im-
JIreland, assistant state’s attor- pacted by this breach of trust.
ney in Wicomico County, where - Lhere’s nothing I can do’ a})out'
“Deluca once served at a parish it andit's very Drustrating. _
in Salisbury. But the acts De- - Contact Beth Millerat 324-278¢- =
Luca was accused of were not orbmdler@delawareonlmc com, ,
o~ \\ .
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Warning of suspected priest pedophile may have come too late
10/25/2006, 7:09 p.m. ET

The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — Catholic Church officials in New York were wamned several years
ago that a former Delaware priest arrested on child sexual abuse charges last week was a
suspected pedophile, but only after the man allegedly began molesting a New York boy.

Francis G. Deluca, 77, was arrested Oct. 19 and charged with repeated sexual abuse of a
Syracuse, N.Y. boy.

Deluca was removed from the ministry in Delaware in 1893 after officials with the Catholic

Diocese of Wilmington learned of credible sexual abuse allegations against him dating to the
1960s.

A former Wilmington bishop accepted Del.uca's early retirement in December 2003 "for reasons

of health" and forbade him from engaging in active public ministry without permission, according
to documents obtained by The (Wilmington) News Joumnal.

"Only you can agonize more than | over the tragedy that your actions of so many years ago has
(sic) caused you and the Church," Bishop Robert Mulvee wrote in a 1893 letter to Deluca. "...
Frank, you will always have a special place in my prayers and Masses."

Deluca moved back to his hometown of Syracuse, but the Wilmington diocese did not inform
Syracuse church officials about his past until 10 years later.

Bishop Michael A. Saltarelli of Wilmington notified Syracuse officials in an October 2003 letter

that Del.uca had been removed from active ministry because of "credible allegations of the
sexual abuse of minors."

The Syracuse accuser, now 18, told his mother he was molested by Deluca from the time he
was 12 or 13 until he was 17. '

Del.uca was not serving as a priest during the period of the most recent allegations, according to
Wilmington and Syracuse church officials. He was never charged or convicted in connection with
the previous allegations, so authorities did not monitor his behavior or contact with children.

Tony Flynn, an attorney for the Wilmington diocese, said there was no-procedure or policy in
place in the 1990s requiring church officials to alert their counterparis elsewhere of credible
abuse allegations against a cleric.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops adopted stronger policies to protect children gnd
improve reporting practices following a nationwide church sex abuse scandal surfaced in 2002.

Fiynn, who said at least four people have made allegations about Deluca to the Wilmington

htpetweaRREpageotBprofQ5Rinter.ssf2/base/news-19/1161818060268830.xml&stor

Page 1 of 2
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diocese, said diocesan officials in Wilmington may have carresponded with church officials in
Syracuse regarding Deluca prior to 2003.

|
1
Danielle Curnmings, a spokeswoman for the Syracuse diocese, said she was unaware of any ‘.
prior correspondence.

Paul Hanrahan, an attorney representing the Syracuse diocese, did not immediately return a
telephone call from The Assaciated Press on Wednesday.

Copyright 2006 syracuse.com. All Rights Reserved.
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‘ N.Y,police,; » i IR
Deluga, 77, served in the Catholic

R % charged with  Deluca at his'apaxt-

- from Del;
admits N. Y
N child abuse

Five years of molestauon

were dﬁtﬂdﬁd to authonnes g

Ey BETH MIL LER
. .}41-.' The News Joursal 1 ot

" Former Delaware pr
DeLuca has confessed io molesting a

voy during'a five-year'period, accord- *f i .

ing to a report released by Syracuse, '

oncese of Wﬂmingfén for 35 years be-
“fore he'was fmced into
retivement” and
-stripped of his priestly
dnties in 1833, when.
| similar. allegatwns
:1.38r05E ‘against him here. -
4 Diocese*officials said-
" he was allowed to refire
_toleep his bepefits.
Aller yelirement, he
returned to Syracuse,
Franms G. his hometown. Syra-
Deluca was -+ cuse police picked up |

‘ several counts ment Oct, 18 and ques-. A

T of sex abuse.. . tioned him-about a .
i .o
; " plaiut that he molested
’ her son, now 18, - .
In a 90-minute interview, DeLuch
" {o]d police the boy. perjodically spent
% the night at his apartiment, usually on
weekends. He told police he started to
fondle the boy when the boy was'12-av |
. 13yearsold, After the boy reached 16or -
+ 17, DeLuca sajd he added pornographic
* movies to the meetings, police said.
- The meetings continued until eaxlier
" this year, he told police, DeLuca also -

« was not released, police said. .
Wilmington dlocese ofﬁc:als have
» said atleast four people here have made
similar complaints against DeLuca a]l g
dating to the 19G0s. " .- -
Deluca was ordained i mas serv-’
" ing first at St. Francis de Sales in Sahsr
: bury, Md. He then served in fivi
: parishes in New Casfle Countyr St.

.. beth in Wilmington, Holy Spirit in New .

1. Castle, St Matthew i Christiana Bun-
‘ dred, and St.’ Joseph on the Brandy-
\ wme in Greenvilled -

“' . Reporting pxachcea and protectwe 1
measures changed after reports of -
ﬂ child-sexual abuse by priests emerged
% nationally.in 2602, The. Diocese of.

DeLuca PDF page 188 of 9

% Wilmington has acknowledged thas:
_mors than 60 victims haye made.credi-’

,- " ble allegations against at’ 1east 30'~
,, prnests many of whem are dead. .
. In 2003, Wihmington Bishop Mlchael .

i A' Saltarelli notified the Syracuse..”.

it hlshop of credibie allegations of sexual *
.r abuse against Deliuea, .- -
= Syracuse Assistant District Attor-
| ney Kari Armstrong said Wednesday a
* court date for DeLauca has not been set.
5 gonlucl Bcdx M(ﬂcr ot 324-2784

RS Tty

Raixcﬁbﬂi

local mother’s com- |1

- S . 2 . provided a three-page affidavit, which - B

. John the Beloved if Militow, St. Eliza- -| - . -
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" ou can’t prove that something has never
happened Best said. “I think the fact that

you can’t find any stories about this suggests »

it doesn’t happen.”
‘Locally, police in Delaware have also fe-

ported few vemflable mstances of tamted :

candy.

Former W}lmmgton pohce sergeant Marty A
' See HALLUWEEN — B5 )

. The News JotrmalCARLA VAH}SCO

Joel Best alD socuology professor who has studied re- "
ports of candy-tampering, says parents shouldn't worry.

y < TheNews JDUInaVHOEEHTCHAIG :
graders at Albert H. Jones Elementary

. one count of endangering the welfare of

: 'year period. He was arrajgned Wednes- .

- torney Xari Armstrong. He is scheduled
*. 10 appear in Syracuse City Court on Now: .

. wh‘lle he wag-a priest in Delaware.

Diocese seeks Vatlcan acuon |
following sexual abuse charges

By BETH MILLER :
The News Journal .

Officials of the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington con-

‘firmed Thursday that they have asked the Vatican to re-

move from the priesthood the former Delaware priest ar-

rested last week on charges of sexually abusing a’

Syracuse, N.Y,, boy .
Diocese spokesman Robert G. Krebs said the dmcese

made the reguest to the Congregation for the Docirine of

the Faith last Friday, the day after the Rev. I‘ranms G.

Delaea, 77, was arrested and charged -.:

* with several counts of sexual abuse and

0 molesting the boy, now 18, over a five--

. day, accordingto Assistant District At :

18,Armstrong said. i
“DeLuca was removed from public’ The Rev

,mlmstry and forced to retire in 1983, ¢is G. DeLuca,

- when allegations of sexual abuse arose 77, confessed

“to mo!estmg a

: “Removal from ministry is just that - boy overa.

rémoval from a public role,” Krebs said

- Thursday. “But in the eyes of the church five-year pe:

*“yon're still a priest until you'relaicized.” ”°‘é , police .-
Laicization — what some people call 58

' "defrockmg” - can be requested by a

priest, bishop or diocese, Krebs said. The process can
. takemonths, he said. .

Krebs could not say Tlmrsday if the Wllrnlngmn dio-
cese has ever requested a Jaicization or if there were any
other such requests pendmg

- DeLuca. was a pmest in Delaware for 35 years, then

moved to Syracuse i in 1993 after being removed from min- . -

istry here, He has not returned phone messages Ieft by
- The News Journal. -
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he churges. Dioceses:, We
followed o protamls‘ .

' By RenéeK Gadoua e
Staff writer - s

The bishops of the Syraguge
and Wilmington, Del., d‘\;i,oceses
should have warned the COMm:-
nity that a retired Romari. Catho: - -
lic priest accuged of &emzally'

. piries, aggistant chancellar
' _,mddl icesan ’pékaswoman

' vigs' said. the. Syracuse.
commuted 1o

N ““The fact § is they had a dan- . checks. *

gerons predator, and they didp't
disclose that,”” said David Clo-
hessy, exacun\re diféctor of the
national organization Survivors -
4 Network of those Abusad by .
4 Priests.
The cass of the Rev. Fra;nms
G. Deluca — charged Ogt.” 19 -
with five misdemeanors -aceiigy. -
ing him of repeated sexuyal cony
tact with an underage B0y ~ rg- -
vedls flaws in. th¢ church’s .-
response to the ¢Iergy;5:'1qual~~ -
abuse scanda, Clchebsy said,
“Thay shoudd havc nsed gyvery .
neans gasszble. fo wam Cath0~'
ics about Kim," he said;., “Vigty-
Ly ng dmcese does that, W
eve. ks ; the. bare  min
wproach. "1
oach”” . Tt i
Thé dmcews dwagr

E:tml “Rossi, ‘could be

- . Deluca; who noy ves at 100
. .,Pastxme Dnve, Syrae §&, Was or-
;dmned in 1958 and mnnsterad 1
the Wilmaington ‘Didgese for-35
i yea éfqre he' wag ‘disnrssed
from pufz- < ministey. in, 1993

. afterhel )

. -abhsmg 2. #inoF in thie 1960s. .

_nferehce -of
:Cathoﬁc Bmhop pohcy

ee: Thf:
ilmington Diccese followed-its -
ticy and fulfilled its obhgatson
informitg Syracuse’ Bishop
ues Maymhan that DeLuca,
‘as liying in Syracuse. De:

Ly, Cumnungs said, -
i In July, a youth told hls pqx—
* ents . abouf .alleged abuse. by

asn- :
ie in Delawire,

80 -
recgrd followed: hmno cmm o AItDeLuca dn h Syracuse, accordmg
Thes¢’s seally not that yuch .. . '3 W POl O TORORL:; .
» wiiclnld have dope cicapt - _Dln ‘his, statement, dl? pohce,
L staudge o his forehaad," - . Delauca says he.fondled & Syra-

Robert G. Krebs, 4 spokes. . + onsé-boy hnmetous” timbes over
Sfor the Wﬁmgmpn Dmn o ¢ five..years. -He - also said ‘he

a. the Syracuse. Dlocese : ' mcvzas 'I'he last abuse ogoured

1't do more because DeLu-
sn'} affiliated with the dio-

S i 00 |00

abusing minors was living wign- R 5 x tlrymg -
pervised in’ Syracuse, wﬁctﬁm - »prevant a“buse thmug its pro- 3
advocates say, . gram:of {raining.and: background :

Nei er ;BeLuca nor hxs law- '

¥ ccmsed of exually -
PR tiened 18 years old, it
. He: I;Lre*g and, mmrgd 0. Sy.ra- '

showed the' boy pomnegraphic’

sdid in a statement

“*%1

" *“The worst paxt is.a cluld was S
hurt" she, said.of the: DeLuca '
case. “Let’s see.if we can make '

indghould ndthaie,

‘d@nemattohnn. .‘I
‘alsokmewt‘hatqncehe

woddhavetocameto
an‘end. " e

Iwomddoanyﬂingto
_mpalrtl'zedmnagelhave B
done. ..,

From Oct. .19,’ 2005, st'a’tement'
hy the Rev, Francis G. DeLuca .
;to Syracus,e-palice N

to police that DeLuca somenmes
gave hira’ alcokipl “to drink;

bought him jeweliy, games and :
clothes; .and- dgpoesited: about- .
-$9,000 in & bagk account: in the

youth’s name.

The Post~Standard does xot
identify victimg of- aﬂeged sex
trimes..

DaLuca was arra:gned Tues~.'
-day in Syraense City. Court and

granted pretrial relaase. An order

iy fiiends found.

. 'out, they would think I was

dirty — not clean.”
From Oct. 19, 2006, statement to
Syracuse polica

" of protection was issued, barring

'Dequc.:-i‘ from contact with the

youth. -
Onondaga County First Chief

.Assistant District Attorney. Rick
* Trmifio said the misdemeanor
" charges.are based on the victi's

age and the severity of the off-
ense. The alleged abuse began
when the youth, now 18, was 13
or.14, police said. Trunfio would

‘0ot domment on whether church
. officials el Lo
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DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN

i
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW |
i
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JEFFREY A. ASRAMS JO AN H, MASON FACSIMILE CHARLES A. RICHMOND 0312007
JAMES H. BOHWARZ BRYAN B. WOCHAUFF (317) 632-2982 NOBERT A, RCSE
WALTER E. WOLF, . CYNTHIA M. KIRK ———
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RICHARD O, 0SSEL # J4A30CH G, FARMER
MARK R, WATEFFRL H, ANTONIO SETZER Febmﬂr}’ 1 2: 2003 *

Anthony G. Flynn

Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP
The Brandywine Building

1000 West Street, 17th Floor
Wilmington, DE 19801

RE:  John Doe (Michael Ward) v. Francis DelLuca,
St. John The Beloved Catholic Church, and
The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington

Dear Mr. Flynn:

Enclosed is a courtesy copy of the Complaint which we are filing this date i in the above-
captioned matter. If you have any questions, please let me know.

Very truly yours,

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN,
Professional oration

M

Mark R. Waterfill

MRW/rw
Enclosure

ce: Michael Ward

C:\NrPortb \DPNKACCAR34685_1.DOC - 02/12/2003/2:07 PM/cc
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STATE OF INDIANA ) MARION COUNTY COURT

) 8S: : . - -

COUNTY OF MARION ) CAUSE NO. k@ﬂfzg:&%qu:Lﬁ@ﬁggg :
JOHN DOE, )
)
Plaintiff )
)
A )
, )
FRANCIS DELUCA, ST, JOHN THE )
BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and )
the CATHOLIC-DIOCESE OF )
WILMINGTON, )
)
Defendants. )

COMPLAINT

"Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, by counsel, hereby brings this complaint against Defendants,
FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, Delaware, and in support thereof states:

1. This Complaint i1z brought by Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, who is a resident of
Indianapolis, Indiana and former member of ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC
CHURCH in the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILM[NGTON, Delaware, where FRANCIS
DELUCA worked as a priest. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, complains of assault, battery,
negligence and breach of implied contract.

2. This Court has venue over this cause in that the Plaintiff is a resident of
Indianapolis, Indiana.

3. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a minor at all times material hereto, but has now

attained the age of majority.
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4, Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, was and is an
ecclesiastical nomenclature that designates those mem;taers of the Roman Catholic Church who ‘
reside in the Counties of New Castle, Kent and Sussex in the State of Delaware and the Counties
of Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico and Worcester
in Maryland. The Diocese maintains its principal place of business and/or main office in
Wilmington, Delaware and is divided into parishes of which ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH, an unincorporated association, is but one.

5. Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, was and is an
unincorporated association of the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF W[}LMINGTON, doing business in
the State of Delaware. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH, in conjunction with the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON, owned, managed, controlled and/or supervised the business of the Defendant,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, for the benefit of those persons working at
the church and for the benefit of those parishioners who are members of that parish, including

the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

6. Upon information and belief the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, is currently a
resident of the State of New York.

7. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was employed
by the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, as an Associate Pastor, during
the time of the incidents complained of herein.

8. On numerous occasions during the time that the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a -
parishioner of “ the Defendant, S’i‘. J OHVN‘ THE BELCVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, the

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused, sexually
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assaulted and/or battered the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, while an Associate Pastor at the Defendant, i
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH. !

9. . The first instance of sexual abuse, as described more particularly in paragraph 9,
occurred in a Manhattan hotel in 1958, while the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, the Defendant,

FRANCIS DELUCA, and others were on a refreat sponsored by Defendant, ST. JOHN THE

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH.

10. FRANCIS DELUCA’s sexual abuse of the Plaintiff, as described more
particularly in paragraph 9, continued until 1960.

11. FRANCIS DELUCA fraudulently concealed the abuse from the Plaintiff, JOHN
DOE, and from JOHN DOE’s parents, preventing them from learning of the abuse.

12.  FRANCIS DELUCA violated a fiduciary duty to JOHN DOE to report the abuse

to authorities.

COUNT 1

NEGLIGENCE AGAINST ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH AND

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON

13.  The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reavers and realleges paragraphs 1 through 12 of the

‘ Complaint as if the same were fully set out herein.
14. At all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a parishioner at ST.
JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and was involved in many activities at said

church.
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15. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was acting in
the course and scope of his employment with the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and the Defendant, CA‘THOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

16. On numerous occasions during the tiz;ne that the Plaiﬁtéﬁ', JOHN DOE, was
participating in activities at or sponsored by the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH, and a parishioner at the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, unlawfully fondled, molested,

touched, abused, sexually assaulted and/or battered the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, while an Associate

Pastor at the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOL}C CHURCH, and both on the
premises of the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and elsewhere.

1"7. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON,

owed 1o its employees and parishioners, especially those of tender years such as the Plaintiff,

JOHN DOE, the duty of hiring persons reasonably suited for teaching, counseling, spiritnally

guiding, supervising and leading employees and parishioners of the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE
BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH.

18.  The Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the

Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON,' their agents, servants, and/or
employees, breached their duty to the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, in one or more of the following l
_ways:
A.  Negligently hiring the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, who the said
Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the Defendant,

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, knew or in the exercise of reasonable care,
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should have known, was unsuited for teaching, counseling, spiritually guiding,

supervising and leading employees and parishioners of then tender years such as the

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

B. Negligently failing to make inquiries into the Defendant, FRANCIS

DELUCA’s background, qualifications, reputation, work history, and/or criminal history
prior to employing him in the capacity of Associate Pastor; or in the alternative,
i.  The Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC

CHURCH, and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON,

did make such inquiries, but did so in an unreasonable, negligent and/or

incomplete manner; or in the alternative,

ii. The Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC

CHURCH, and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON,

did make reasonably inquiries, but failed to act on such information in a

reasonably prudent manner for the protection and safety of the employees and

parishioners of the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC

CHURCH, and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF»WILMINGTON,

and the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, in particular.

C. Negligently failing to have any procedures for conducting background
checks prior to hiring its associate pastors/priests or other persons responsible for the
supervision of its employees or parishioners; or in the alternative;

i. Defendant, ST. J OHN THE BELOVEb CATHOLIC CHURCH,

. and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, did have
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procedures for conducting background checks as described above, but failed to

implement said procedures; or in the alternative, -

) it | Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH,
and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, did have
procedures for conducting background checks as described above, but
implemented said procedures in a careless or negligent manner.

D. Negligently placing the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, under the supervision of the

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, when the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON,
knew, or in the exercise of reasonable care should have known, that the Defendant,
FRANCIS DELUCA, had propensities to commit acts of sexual assault, and/or
molestation, and/or indecént conduct ipon éther persons, and especially young children
such as the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

E. Negligently retaining the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, as a priest
employed by the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and/or
the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, notwithstanding the fact that
said defendant knew or should have known that FRANCIS DELUCA had commitied
several sexual assaults and/or batteries.

F. Negligéntly placing the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, under the supervision of the
Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, when the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the Defendanf, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON, knew or in the exercise of reasonable care, should have known, th_at the

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, had propensities to commit acts of sexual assault,
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molestation, abuse, and/or indecent sexual conduct upon young children such as the

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

G. Negligently failing to report immediately one or more prior incidents of

suspected child abuse and/or assault to civil authorities.

H. Instead of reporting the prior incident(s) to the civil authorities, the

Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant,
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, a}lowed. the Defendant, FRANCIS
DELUCA, to continue to .teach, counsel, spirimaliy' gﬁide, supervise and lead its
employees and parishioners at ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH.

I Negligently failing to follow its own procedures, rules and regulations
dealing with reprimands and/or sexual misconduct by priests, termination notices;, reports
of firings of priests, obtaining a recommendation from previous and/or the most recent
employer, record keeping, performance of priest evaluations and treatment, and the
reporting of child abuse and/or suspected child abuse.

L Negligently failing to use reasonable care in reviewing the work record of
the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, and/or failing to wuse reasonable care in
reprimanding and/or failing to suspend the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, when
circumstances dictated that the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, should have been
reprimanded and/or suspended.

K. Negligently failing to use reasonable care in determining, subsequent to
hire, whether the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA,‘was qualified and/or mentally fit to
teach, counsel, spiritually guide, supervise and lead employees and parishioners of the

Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and of the Defendant,
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, including children of tender years such as

the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

19. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of the Defendant, ST. JOHN

THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF

WILMINGTON, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused,
sexually assaulted and/or battered. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, has suffered grievous mental pain,
anguish, and suffering, as well as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological, religious,
and social development has been permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life .
has and will continue to be impaired, his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and
will continue to be impaired; all of the said injuries are permanent and continuing in nature, and
the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future.

20.  As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of the Defendant, ST. JOHN"
THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON, the Plaiﬁﬁfﬁ JOHN DOE, has in the past and will in the future be caused to pay
sums of money for the psychological .treatment and other expenées related to the injuries
sustained by him.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, demands judgment against the Defendants,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF

WILMINGTON, and each of them for compensatory damages and for such other and further

relief as the court deems just and proper.
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COUNT II

RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR

21.  The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reavers and realleges paragraphs 1 through 20 of the

Complaint as if the same were fully set out herein.

22. On numerous occasions, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, an employee in the
course and scope of his employment with the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, unlawfully,
violently, maliciously and in a grossly negligent manner, and without justification therefore,
sexually assaulted, molested, fondled, abused and batteredthe then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

23.  The said molestations and other acts occurred while the employee was performing
his duties as a priest and while he was supervising other .employees/paﬁshioners of the
Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and Defendant, CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, who were entrusted to bis care and control, and were done and
performéd in furtherance and dﬁring the course of the daily operation of the church itself.

24. At the time of the above-described molestations and ‘other acts, the Plaintiff,
JOHN DOE, was in the care, control, and custody of the Defendants, FRANCIS DELUCA, ST.
JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON. |

23. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts, the Defendants,
FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, had undertaken to spiritually guide, counsel, instruct, supervise

and safeguard the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.
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26.  The conduct of the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, as described hereinabove,

was, at least in part, perpetrated under the guise of better serving the Defendants, ST. JOHN

THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

27. At the time of the above-described molestations and othér acts, the Plaintiff, |
JOHN DOE, entrusted his bodily safety to the care and control of the Defendant ST. JOHN THE ‘ 1
BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON’s |
employee’s, including the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA. 1

28. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts, the Piaintiff,

JOHN DOE, could not freely or.independently walk away from the control of the Defendant, ST.
JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON’s employees, inchuding the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA.

29. By virtue of all of the foregoiﬁg‘ Vand the unique relationship hereinbefore

described, the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the

. CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, and their employees were uﬁder a special duty to
protect the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, while said Plaintiff was in the Defendants® custody,
care, and/or control. »

30. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts, the Defendant,
FRANCIS DELUCA, purported to act and/or speak on behalf of his principals, the Defendants,
ST, JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON.

31.  FPurther, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, relied on the Defendant, FRANCIS
DELUCA’s, apparent authority while the Defendant,' FRANCIS DELUCA, was accomplishing

said torts and engaging in the subject tortious conduct.

10
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32. Further, The Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was aided in the commission of his

tortious conduct by the existence of his agency relationship with the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

33.  The Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, knew or should have known that said employee
was a threat to others including, but not limited to, the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

34, The subject tortious conduct was committed by the Defendant, FRANCIS
DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE
OF WILMINGTON, during the course of his employment. That is, the fortious conduct was
committed in the apparent furtherance of a purpose or interest of the employer, the Defendants,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON.

35.  The Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, were responsible for bringing the Defendant,
FRANCIS DELUCA, into contact with the Plaihﬁff, JOHN DOE.

36. The tortious conduct occurred within the time and space limits of the Defendant,
FRANCIS DELUCA’s, employment and was engaged in, at least in part, by the Defendant,
FRANCIS DELUCA’s percei.ved desire to betier serve his employers, the Defeﬁdants, ST.
JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON.

37. Between 1958 and 1960, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, sexually assaulteﬁ,

molested and fondled the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, while said Plaintiff was under the

3
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care, custody, and control of the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC
CHURCH and tﬁe CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

38. As a direct result of the foregoing, the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, are vicariously
liable for said torts committed by their employee, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA.

39, Between 1958 and 1960, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, an employee in the
course and scope of his employment with the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, unlawfully,
violently, maliciously in a grossly negligent manner, and without justification therefore, sexually
assanlted and battered the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. |

40,  Said assaults occured while the employee was performing his duties of
supervising employeeé and counseling parishioners in his care, including the Plaintiff, JOHN
DOE. Under the doctrine of Respondeat superior, the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, are responsible for
the loss, injury, and damage sustained by the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. |

41.  The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered griévous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well
as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social development has been
permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life has and will continue to be
impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue to be
impaired; all of the said injuries are perrnaneﬁt and continuing in nature, and the Plaintiff, I'OHN

DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future.

12
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42.  The Plaintiff, J OHN DOE, has in the past and will in the future be caused to pay ' 1
sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the injuries.
sustained by him. _

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, demands judgment against the Defendants,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF

WILMINGTON, and each of them for compensatory damages and for such other and further

relief as the court deems just and proper.

COUNT 11X

IMPLIED CONTRACT AGAINST ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH

AND THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON

43, | The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reavers and realleges paragraphs 1 through 42 of the
Complaint as if the same were fully set out herein.

44, At all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a parishioner of ST.
JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, which was being supervised and controlled by
the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

45. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was employed
by the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and/or the Defendant,

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON,
46. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was acting in

the course and scope of his employment with the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED

CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

13
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47.  On numerous occasions between 195 8 and 1960, the Defendant, FRANCIS
DELUCA, unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused, sexually asséulted and/or battered the

then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, while he was employed by the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON.

48, At all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a parishioner of ST.
JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and an active participant in church-sponsored
and supervised programs.

49, By virtue of said church-sponsorship and supervision of programs, the
Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, were contractually obligated and responsible for the Plaintiff’s
safety, health, and well-being while the Plaintiff participated in church-sponsored and supervised
programs.

50.  The Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, breached the above-described implied contract as a
result of their employee’s sexual assault, molestation, battery, fondling and/or indecent conduct
perpetrated upon the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE.

51.  Further, the above-described implied contract was breached by the Defendants,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON, when they hired and subsequently retained the Defendant, FRANCIS
DELUCA, despite the fact that his prior employment recora indicated that his character,
demeanor, background and temperament would be and were detrimental to the health, safety and

welfare of the employees and parishioners of the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

14
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52.  Further, the above-described implied contract was breached by the Defendants,

ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF

WILMINGTON, when they failed to properly monitor, supervise and/or evaluate the Defendant,

FRANCIS DELUCA’s activities prior to the perpetration of the subject molestations.

53.  Further, the above-described implied contract was breached by the Defendants,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON, when they failed to terminate the employment of the Defendant, FRANCIS
DELUCA, thereby submitting those with whom he came into contact, including the then minor
Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, to a risk of bodily harm

54. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well
as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social development has been |
permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life has aﬁd will continue to be
impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue to be
impaired; all of the said injuries are permanent and continuing in nature, and the Plaintiff, JOHN
DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future.

55.  The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, has in the past and will in the future be caused to pay
sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the injuries
sustained by him. .

WHEREFORE, the Pldintiff, JOHN DOE, -demands judgment against the Defendants,
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF

WILMINGTON, and each of them for compensatory damages and for such other and further

relief as the court deems just and proper.
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COUNTIV

ASSAULT AND BATTERY AGAINST FRANCIS DELUCA

56. . The Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 55 of the Complaint
as if the same were fully set out herein.

57. = The Defendant, FRANCIS DEILUCA, did commit and perpetrate an indecent
sexual assault and battery ﬁpon the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, as hereinbefore more particularly in
paragraph 9.

' 58.  As a direct and proximate result of the indecent, sexual assault and battery
perpetrated by the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was
unlawfully fondled, touched, abused, sexually assaulted and/or molested.

59.  The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well
as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social development has been
permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a n'ormal life has and will continue to Be
impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relafionships has and will continue to be
impaired; all of the said injuries are permanent and continuing in nature, and the Plaintiff, JOHN
DQE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future.

60. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, 'hgs in the past and will continue in the future, been
caused to éay sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the
injuries sustained by him.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, demands judgment against the Defendant,
FRANCIS DELUCA, for compensatory damages and for such other and further relief as this

court deems just and proper,
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COUNT V

FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT

61.  The Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 60 of the Complaint !'
as if thé same were fully set out herein.
62. The Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, concealed the fact of the abuse from the I
Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, and from the plaintiff’s parents, who would have been able to bring an
action within the period of limitation after discovery of the cause of action.
63.  The Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, had a fiduciary duty to the Plaintiff, JOHN
DOE, and violated that fiduciary duty by failing to disclose the abuse of the Plaintiff, JOHN
- DOE. 4 .
64. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well
as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social deveIOpmeﬁt has been
permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life has and will continue to be
impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue o be
impaired; all of the said injuries are permanent and continuing in nature, and the Plaintiff, JOHN
DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future.
65. As aresult of the fraudulent concealment by the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA,
the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was unable to discern the source of the suffering described in
paragraph 64 for over 40 years, and therefore was unable until recently to seek redress for the
harm inflicted by the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA.
66. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, has in the past and will continue in the future, been

caused to pay sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the

injuries sustained by him.
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PUNITIVE DAMAGES

67. Pursuant to Delaware law, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reserves the right to amend
this Complaint for the purpose of asserting claims for punitive damages against each of the three
Defendants, FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, on each count, after a reasonable showing by
evidence in the recor.d or proffered by the Plaintiff that would provide a reasonable basis for
recovery of such damages including, but not limited to, a showing that the conduct on the part of
the Defendants, FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and
the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, was willful, wanton, malicious, and in reckless

disregard of the rights of the Plaintiff.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL ON ALL COUNTS

68.  The Plaintiff demands a trial by jury on all counts of all issues so triable.

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN
Professional Corporation

o Mot

Mark R. Waterﬁl] 10935-49
Attorney for Plaln iff, JOHN DOE

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN, P.C.
2300 One American Square

Box 82008

Indianapolis, IN 46282

(317) 632-3232
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B B STl COMNTIDENTIAL

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Msgr. Barres

From: Msgr. J. Thomas Cini

Subject:  Fr..DeLuca )

Date: October 28, 2003 =7

ce: ' Bishop Saltarelli L‘d‘fted Non ie‘l
L7 s

In response to your memorandum of October 20, 2003 wherein you note the need

for some testimony relating to an admission by Fr. Deluca, please note the
Sfollowing.

Documentation is in the file, written by Msgr. C. Lemon, stating that on November
29, 1993 Msgr. Lemon “confronted Frank at the rectory ... reviewed the
testimony I (he) had received from M. arid his parents — stated the allegation and
(I} asked if it was true. No denial.” The testimony goes on to state that Fr.
DeLuca went,ia/“\'fnmty to discuss with Benedzct _Groeschel o=t - o

&Redacted ConfMed_Reﬁsj_-l———"‘"a""vr- /'/’ 1
L -

g —e= =TT Redacted ConfMedRecs.___w::;:::::,—,m

— - i — - b

= 7

"In a telephone c%nversatzon wzth Frank on September 17, 2002, I told him of the
allegation made by Michael Ward and Ward’s 7etentlon counsel In that
/i conversation I stated we were a little confused smce L "V was abused
f/ by another pnest Did M. Ward mistakenly identify Fr DeLucar’ f aid, “Would I
be correct in concluding Mike Ward was probably mistaken in accusing you
(Frank)?” Fr. DeLuca responded, “I {you} would not be correct” in that conclusion.

Fr. DeLuca went on to describe the incident: “There was one time on a trip ...”

a9/ barres-deluen

CDOW_FGDO
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CONFIDERTIAL

Memo to File
-007
Mr. contacted this office in late August 2004 after a friend of his strongly

urged him to report to the Catholic diocese the abuse he suffered back in the 1960’s. |
met with Mr. W on September 13, 2004 at St. Ann’s Parish at 10:00 in the
morning. Our discussion lasted about 1 hour and 40 minutes. The discussion was
" pleasant. Mr. was respectful, mature, and unemotional in his relaying his
account of the abuse and his problems, at least in part caused by the abuse. The
communication between us was excellent.

In addition to hearing what Mr. had to say, 1 tried to apologize on behalf of the
church, acknowledging the fact that we had mismanaged the abuse issue in the past,
particularly in regard to the priest he had spoken of. | encouraged him to call me at any
time should he have any need for further discussion, spiritual direction, or advice he
thought | could give him. In addition to offering an apology, | also advised him of the
policy of the Diocese, to provide assistance for on-going counsel, therapy, and spiritual
guidance; our willingness to pay out of pocket costs for any professional services he
would require; and our willingness to pay for out of pocket costs he had to absorb up to
this time related to therapy, counseling, or testing related to the abuse.

He reported that the abuser is Fr. Frank Deluca. Mr, stated that he was 12 or
13 when the abuse occurred. He described how Father paid particular attention to him
in little ways, expressing thanks for the boy's faithfulness of serving Mass, asking him to
help do errands around the rectory or for him. At one point he was invited to help count
the collection. One day Father said they needed to do some things at the rectory that
involved several hours so he should ask his parents if he could stay overnight.
Permission was given. That night the first abuse was committed. He made reference to
yet another abusive incident on a trip to Salisbury. Fr. Deluca asked Mr. NS
parents if he could ride down to Salisbury with the priest. {f would be an overnight. He
also made mention of Father allowing him to drive his brand new 1962 black, red
interior, Chevrolet. All in all, although he did not go into any detail, in answer to my
question, Mr. said that the abuse occurred five or six times. He described
himself as having been ashamed. He tried to avoid Father whenever possible. He went
on to Salesianum. | asked him if he suffered any kind of cruelty or abuse by priests at
Salesianum. No abuse. One priest did hit him with a trigonometry book. He reacted
and pushed the priest. | think he also hit the priest, for which he had been suspended.

He never told his parents of the abuse because he thought (a) they would not believe
him; (b) because of the high regard they had for priests. He had an uncle who was a
priest and an aunt who is a religious nun. It was also during a time when you just did
not say anything about such things. He is aware of at least one more victim whom he
named to me (who has yet to come forward). He did warn his brother to stay away from
Fr. DeLuca, but did not indicate why. In later years, raising his own boys, he forbad
them to serve Mass as a protective step.

He knew the name of the Bishop who administered the Diocese at the time of the
abuse. And he also knew that Fr. DelL.uca obviously was transferred. | stated that Fr.

all W-007 1 9/13/04
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Deluca was transferred, that diocesan officials at that time probably were aware of the
abuse, but that is the way it was handled. | apologized for the cover up and for the
church’s inability to cope appropriately with the situation. He expressed thanks for my
candor. | also shared with him the fact that another case involving Fr. Deluca had
come to light in the late 1980’s or early 1990’s (need to check the files) and at that time,
the then Bishop, removed Fr. DeLuca from ministry permanently. Fr. DelLuca has not
able to function publicly as a priest since then. In view of the Charter, the present
Bishop also restricted Father even further, forbidding him from representing himself as a
priest, wearing the collar, etc.

Mr.m 5 ars of age. He is married with two sons, | believe he said they
were ages Hlland both are students at the University of Delaware. He is a member
of St. John the Beloved Parish in Wilmington, DE (it appears he is a lifelong member ...
there the abuse began). He is a salesman for

He makes a good appearance. His self expression
is concise, vocabulary is good. He was unhesitant explaining th nd his
personal problems and most willing to share all of his concerns. Mr.Wwent to
St. John the Beloved Elementary School; he was a server at Mass. He described
himself as very service oriented when he was a kid, always willing to heip people. He
spoke of even having thought about being a priest in the 6™ and 7" grades ... prior to
the abuse. He went to Salesianum High School for his first three years of hlgh school
and he finished his senior year at Dickenson High School. Following his graduation ... }
am not sure if it was immediately after graduation or sometime after that ... he and a
number of buddies joined the Marine Corps. He gave service to his country in Vietnam
in 1962 and 1970. In the course of our discussion he did not discuss what went on in
Vietnam but did make an oblique remark about having been stationed near the
where Lt. Calley “did his thing.” Sometime after returning home from the service W
stated that he never thought he would come home alive), he married. For the first 10
years of their marriage there were no children. He described himself as getting into the
bottle early, perhaps for a sustained period of time for 5 or 6 years. When he and his
wife were finally blessed with children he decided to change his life so that he could |
model appropriately to his children. He had kept the secret of his abuse from anyone
and everyone. He said that he lived in fear that people would find out. The abuse was
multiple and he apparently blames himself for having allowed it to go on.

related that after having had their first child, there was an accident one day where
his tea spilled on his litfle boy. He rushed him to the hospital thinking he had scalded
him. It was at that point he broke down and told his wife that he was under much
pressure about things that happened in his life, among them the abuse. This was the
first time he made a disclosure to anyone.

He suggested that he has been bothered by a number-of happenings in his life, but in
particular the abuse ... especially when there was pressure. However, he put on a
good face, to use his expression, to be supportive to his two boys and to his wife,
although he did admit to having a very short fuse, being angry often, and getting upset
over little things, particularly with his wife. (He later related that his wife came from a
verbally abusive mother.) In recent years he has been suffering from depression ...

3Ry, \V-007] 2 9/13/04
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probably suffered from depression in the past but did not or refused to recognize it. He
was aclive in his parish; athletics, coaching kids; a member of the Athletic Association.
He had not practiced his faith until his children came along. Then he decided that he
had to model to them. He returned to church. He says he never went to confessxon
since he was 13 years of age.

He described having to fight with his demons through most of his adolescent and adult -
life, suppressing the abuse. It was on the occasion of the terrible events of 9-11 that
pressure began to build up and his worries were in such an extreme that he lost much
sleep, worried about all kinds of things, had flashbacks of what happened in his life. He
described his basic approach as protective again of his children, worried that the
country would be torn apart, that the President had to reintroduce the draft. He worried
about work. He said always his worries and his nighttime dreams included thoughts
about the abuse. Finally in the spring of 2004 it got so bad he was fearful of breaking
down completely and thus sought the assistance of a psychiatrist and a therapist. He
spent some outpatient days at the Rockford Center. He got so depressed that he could
not work for a couple months. Currently he is under the care of a psychiatrist at St.
Francis Hospital and also a therapist, a woman at the University of Delaware.

| asked him if any of his depression and anger was related to the war or other events in
his life and he admitted yes, but stated everything goes back to the abuse.

He described his relationship with his wife as great, saying she is very patient,
especially in view of his outbursts of anger which evidently occurred often. He is under
medication to control the depression and other psychological issues. His wife has told
him recently that the outbursts have become less frequent since he has been taking the
medication. The doctor tells him he will not be on medication all of his life, that they will
gradually take him off it as he begins to become more calm and comfortable.

We then talked about what the Catholic Diocese could do for him. (Prior to that | again
offered apology.) | described our policy. He decided that he would stay with his
psychiatrist. However, he does not feel the woman with whom he is taking therapy is
helping. 1 spoke to him about our Victim Assistance Coordinator, Beth Krieger, and |
gave him her telephone number. (Subsequently Beth advised fie called.) | told him ihat .
the Diocese would pay for any out of pocket expenses going forward and | asked him
also that if he could possibly determine what his out of pocket expenses had been in the
past for abuse related issues, we would consider reimbursing part or all of it.

I advised him of our protocol with the attorney general, that we would report any past
abuse reported by an adult provided we had their permission.

We ended the interview with a promise for prayer and once again the invitation to talk
with him at any time. .

Msgr. J. Thomas Cini
Et\\/-007 3 9/13/04
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Diocese of Wilmington
Post Office Box 2030
wilmington, Delaware 19899-2030

Office of the Bishop

DelLuca PDF page 226 of 953

/psb//'

CC: Msgr.

December 13, 1993

Reverend Francis Deluca
Post Office Box 2030
Wilmington, DE 19899

Dear Féther Deluca:

This will confirm in writing my acceptance of your retirement as an

Associate Pastor of St., Joseph on the Brandywine as well as from active
public ministry as a priest for reasons of health

Accepting your resignation and approving early retirement is a very

painful duty for me. I remember your years of faithful service to this
diocese. Only you can agonize more than I over the tragedy that your

Having heard
this 1s the only way we can address the real
grave pastoral concern that confronts us because of those actions.

It is
understood that you will not function publicly as a priest without seeking
specific permission to do so.

Your retirement will be under the provisions of the retirememt plan
inaugurated for the priests of our Diocese. Rev. Msgr. J. Thomas Cini

Vicar for Administration, will be pleased to discuss the provisions of
this plan with you and arrange for your pension payments

It is understood that you plan to return to your home in Syracuse, New
York to live.

Notice of vour retirement will be published in The Dialog and general
press on Friday, December 17, 1993 with the effective date immediately

Frank, you will always have a special place in my prayers and Masses

. May
God watch over you and guide you always but especlally in these days and
months which I know will be particularly painful. Keep clese to God.
Please remember me In your prayers. .

Cordially yours in Christ,

+ QER &- [Vlvvh>tég__‘_

Most Reverend Robert E. Mulvee
Bishop of Wilmington

Clement P. Lemon, Vicar for the Clergy

" ¢DOW_FGDOO:
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DIOCESE OF WALMINGTON s

Post Orrce Box 2030
WnsmncTon, DE 19809-2030
(302) 573-3100

S

OFFICE OF THE BIsHOP

- September 30, 2003

Rev. Francis DeLuca \
Fahey Court |
100 Pastime Drive; Apt. 307 %
Syracuse, NY 13208 :

Dear Father DelLuca:

As the Diocese of Wilmington prepares for the audit of the National Review Board of our i
compliance with the Essential Norms, I wanted to put in writing for the record our
understanding with you.

In accord with the Essential Norms prepared by the Mixed Commission of Bishops and
accepted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, you are not permitted to
celebrate Mass publicly or to administer the sacraments. You may not wear clerical garb
nor present yourself publicly as a priest. You are to lead a life of prayer and penance.

These are painful days for the Church and I know that they have been painful days for
you personally. I will continue to keep you and your intentions in my prayers.

| Sincerely yours in Christ,
et 00 hoggo 00

Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelly
Bishop of Wilmington

/psb
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DI1OCESE OF WILMINGTON

Post OFFiceE Box 2030 .
WowneToN, DE 19899-2030
{302) 573-3100

OFFICE OF THE BIsHOP

October 2, 2003

Most Reverend John Moynihan
Bishop of Syracuse
PO Box 511

Syracuse, NY 13202

Dear Bishop Moynihan:

In accord with the Essential Norms, 1 am alerting you that Reverend Francis DeLuca of
the Diocese of Wilmington who has been removed from active ministry because of

credible allegations of the sexual abuse of minors is living in your diocese in the town of
Syracuse, NY. He lives in a private residence.

If you should ever be in need of more detailed information, please do not hesitate to call.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

s Lﬂ?ﬁg |

Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli
Bishop of Wilmington

/psb
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DIOCESE OF WALMINGTON

Post OrrFice Box 2030
MinineTon, DE 19899-2030
(302) 573-3100

. November 8, 2004
QOFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Sila

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Citta del Vaticano

Palazzo del S. Uffizio ROME

PROT. N, 478/2003-20156

PROT. N. 477/2003-20155

PROT. N. 460/2003-20154

PROT. N. 476/2003-20153

Dear Archbishop Amato:

Thank you for your October 28, 2004 letters in regard to:

Reverend Douglas Dempster - Prot. N. 478/2003-20156

Reverend John Sarro - Prot. N. 477/2003-20155
Reverend Francis G. DelLuca ~ Prot. N. 460/2003-20154
Reverend William Irwin - Prot. N. 476/2003-20153

These situations have all been settled. The priests are all retired and no longer in
active ministry. They are all classified according to the Essential Norms, 8B:

“If the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state has not been applied (e.g., for
reasons of advanced age or infirmity), the offender ought to lead a life of prayer and
penance. He will not be permirted to celebrate Mass publicly or to administer the

sacraments. He is to be instructed not to wear clerical garb, or to present himself
publicly as a priest.”

Therefore, I bave determined that there is no need to process these cases further

with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Thank you for your kind
consideration and assistance.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

huin@ i&h&&
Most Reverend Michael A, Saltareﬂx R
Bishop of Wilmington Foset il

{psb
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CONGREGATIO VO30 G el Viaticam,
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI Babazae del S Uifizio 28 October 2004

460/2003-20154
Prers, Nooo e

D egeanin e it et buing smorend

CONFIDENTIAL

Your Excellency,

On 13 January, 2004, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith wrote to
Your Excellency requesting more complete information on the case of the
Reverend Francis G. DelLUCA, a priest of your diocese who has been accused of
the sexual abuse of a minor. A tabulated form was enclosed with our letter to
assist Your Excellency in gathering the necessary information. ‘

To date, this Dicastery has received no response to our request nor any of the
tabulated information needed to facilitate our study of the case. I enclose another
copy of the tabulated form for your convenience and ask that Your Excellency
respond to this request as soon as possible.

With gratitude for Your Excellency’s assistance in these matters, I remain

Yours devotedly in the Christ,

’I*Angeio Amato, B
Titular Archbishop of Sila -
Secretary

Enclosure

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Michael SALTARELLI
Bishop of Wilmington

Office of the Bishop

P.0. Box 2030

Wilmington, DE, 19899-2030

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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______ ST LT
‘-_____Date of . birth: __._Augus,t 1, 1929 L """'Il ] /\_ el T
—.._Place_of. birth: _Syracuse, N. I. et T
Education:

PN < 4 Prescott Junior High Syracuse _1st to 9th years .

y Blodgett Vocational f. .y Syracuse, 10 to 12th years: g -
.‘ 4 St, Andrew's: Seminary, Roohester —~Spee;—Yr.;-2-yrs-colle
Lo e Christ the King._ Seminary St. Bonaventure 2 yrs Fhil.,

b . " 4 yrs Theology, completed 1958

Date of Ordinatlon: February 3, 1958
Place of Ordination:

Ordaining Prelate: Most Bev. Walter A, Foery, D.D., Bishop of Syraci |

Appointments: May 29, 1958, Ass't Bector St. Frapncis de Sales,

|
i
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception Syracuse l
|

Sali: |
Pro temp. g

{2) St. John The Beloved SHé'rwood Park - Feb. 4, 1961 - Asst.Pastc

(3) Chaplain at Fems Industrial School ‘ ‘
(49 sSt. Elizabeth's , Wilmington - 2/28/66 - Asst, Past
Removed as Chaplain of Ferris Industrial School

(5) June 4, 1969 - Asst. Pastor Holy Spirit Parish, New Castle §
(6) May 31 1972 - Pastor, Holy Spirit, New Castle ‘
(7} June 2, 1976 - Pastor, St. Matthew's, Woodcrest '

8) July 1'5‘, 1982-- Appointed‘ Deanh of ﬁew Castle Deanery and elevate

: to Very Reverend for a three year term i
9) July 15,

1985 - Reappomted Dean of New Castle Deanery for a three year term’
- {until July 15, 1988).

10) August 25, 1986 - Member, Diocesan l_.xturgical Commission {3 year term)

11) July, 1988 - Declines reappoir]tmen‘t as Dean of New Castle Deanery

12) August, 1988 - Diocesan Liturgical Commission explres Does not seek reappomi

ment.

13) May 31, 1989 - Assigned to Associate Pastor St. Joseph on the Bradywine(Up :
.  his request) - .

14) Dec. 14, 1993 - Retired for reasons of health
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