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CO:\:GREGATIO ·::;:';I~:.:i:;.:'··~ '." ::.' . ,,' 

PRO DOCTillN.A. FIDEI 
(){)ilO Ci.':.i ,f.A \'"!':;.',, .. :o. 

P:lbzzo dd s. Uffiz:o 

~FE ~IIV Il 

,F (2 4~. ;r;/~ 

19 December 2006 

460/2003-24019 
PI<.Of •• "\ ...................... , ................... .. 

':,,: .. ::.,,: ~'.: .. ' /1- / 
CONFIDENTIAL PI-iltA/l~ 41/ 

Your Excellency, 

The Congr:egatigpJQI.' ~hyJ)Qctrine of·!he Faith received, on 14 November 2006, your 
correspondence in the case .regarding the alleged sexual abuse of minors by Reverend 
Francis G. DELuCA, ,gt:'Iniest of your diocese. In your vo[wn which accompanied the ~ase 
you request an ~J~ ojJJ~i.o d~s¥1i.s~&l from the c~efical state. ....... ' 

After a ca~~f~t~~!~i~i~i'~n of the c~s~~1~he' Congr~gati~n"i~ 'i~cii~~d ~t6 agree 'with your 
request. It \vas np.ted,~~.ho·we:v:er" that there -is no reference to a response . .from Reverend 
DeLuca concerning YQl1r ~ecisl~J?:- ,Before .a: request for ciisniiss~l fr9zP- the' clerical state is 
presented to the HolY:fg.t.he~;it_h~s been the PIactice ofthe.Cong'regat1,qn.for the Doctrine of 
the Faith to allo\v.:·ihe: ch~~ic .~JJ.l]self to a~f~ :for a dispen,sati.on' f~o,Jj1 J~e, ob'ligations of 
priesthood, including.~el~,b~.cY.,)·would ask'Y9u to anange a. rrie~tlrig :~yith Reverend DeLtlCa 
allo\ving him to .. knpvv:-,the :Fieriousness of ~h~.·penalty.:"you are:-requ~sti,ng~ !\novlfjng the 
ciifficulty he has,_:experi~pceq liv!ng the ~bl~gations of-p;ri.es.ti~q·9.d .:~eJ'if~~·nd DeLuca Inay 
choose to request ,~:"dispen.sa~io~ from thelTI hiipseIf .. A i~ques.t,f9.~~.s~cD, a gispensation should 
denote that the cleric. recogni~e~ it as a grac;.e~gra~te.d tq ~i!?\ ... 1-n:s )~~!~.r 't? the Holy Father 
should indicate h-e ,\ln9:~rstand~ the seriousness~?ftl~e m~~t~r:an(tis.p~:~i!e~!for his actions. 

Before pr~~~ed~~g ~~;the'~~ ~~ith.thjs c~s~ \ve ~viH a~~~it'~h~: i~~~tt'd 6iy~ur consultation 
with Reverend De~uca~ Once you have had ;!the opportunity to arrange a meeting \vith him 
please notify th~s Dicas~~r.¥,;·· , , . .,; :.:.?!..';-'. I • " '. 

, t,~, :' '. 'r· ' .. -~ ." 

With prayeJfql :~upport. and best "vishe~~.;~ re~ain. 
,I 

• I ~.". 

His Excellency 
The Most Reverend Michael A SALTARELLl 

Bishop oj 'YVi!mingtol1 
Post Office Box 2030 
\Vilnlingtol1, DE 19899-2030 
T ThTTrrnr. CIT A rrnCl ryr, A 1\ tl'nnTr"' A 

Yours devotedly in the Lord, 

~k~:Z -----­_"if<Angelo AMATO,SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Sila 

Secretary 
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DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON 

.,' 
POST OFFICE Box 2030 

WILMINGTON, DE 19899-2030 
(302) 573-3100 

I . .~. .:\ " 

OFF1CE OF THE BISHOP 

November 8, 2006 

William Cardinal Levada 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 CHta del Vaticano 
Palazzo del S. Uffizio Rome 
Italy 

Your Eminence: 

I write you with an urgent request for the removal from the 
clerical state and oispensation fro'm the obligation of celibacy for Fr. 
,Francis G. DeLuca [original Prot. N. 460/2003-20154], a 77 year old 
prayer and penance priest [Essential Norms 8b], who was just arrested 
on October 20, 2006 for recent sexual abuse involving a minor [touch, 
fondling, masturbation, alcohol, pornography] in Syracuse NY [where 
he retired after being removed from active ministry by then Bishop 
Robert E. Mulvee in 1993]. 

I ask that Fr. DeLuca, because of the serial nature of his abuse [all 
involving his admission] \vith the most recent abuse occurring 
repeatedly from 2001 to 2006 be removed from the clerical state and 
given a dispensation from celibacy immediately and as soon as possible 
to prevent further scandal [the media coverage in both Wilmington and 
Syracuse has been intense], and to emphasi~e categorically to Fr. 
DeLuca that the abusive behavior will not be toierated. 

I had hoped that Fr. DeLuca could live the life of prayer and 
penance prescribed by section 8BoftheEssentiai Norms. It is clear that 
that is not possible~ Now 77 years old, he will likely live his remaining 
years of life either in jail or in house confinement. 

You will find tllis votum amply supported by the enclosed 
summary [according to the directives of the CDF] and relevant 
appendices. Msgr. John Barres, our Chancellor, alerted Augustine 
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DiNoia, OP, of the CDF by email on Friday, October 14, 2006 that this 
case would be sent to the Congregation. I'm grateful to you and the 
Congregation for your assistance. 

~ \' I 
......... , '\ ~ 

Pt"··\SB · a flCla • OSSI 

N ota~y for the Cu'ria 

PATRICIA ~LEPESKV-BOS~ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

STATE OF DELAWARE 
Ufj Commfssion Expires ~ 24, ~W9 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

.--\ \~ . .t~J O. k,JXL' 
Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli 
Bishop of Wilmington 

Ai!CJ'~ 
~v. Msgr. John O. Barres, JeD 
Chancellor 

,- , .... 
.,' , j 
I.', I 
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Diocese of Wilmington, DeJa,vare (USA) 

Bishop Michael Saltarelli 

CDF Prot. N. 460/03 -18329 

Rev. Francis G. DeLuca 

Date of Birth: 8/1/29 Age: 77 years old 

Ordination: February 3, 1958 
Removed from Active Ministry: November 29, 1993 
Years of Ministry: 35 years 

Original Diocese of Incardination: Diocese of Wilmington, DE (USA) 

Ministry in/transfer to other Diocese: Not applicable 

Fr. DeLuca's address: 
Rev. Francis G. DeLuca 
100 Pastime Drive~ Apt. 307 
Syracuse, NY 13208-1562 

Procurator: Msgr. John O. Barres, STD, JCL 
Chancellor, Diocese of Wilmington 
PO Box 2030 
1925 Delaware Avenue 
Wilmington~ DE 19899-2030 

FR. DELUCA'S ASSIGNMENTS: 

1958-1961: St. Francis de Sa~es, Salisbury, MD, Parochial Vicar 
1961-1966: St .. John the Beloved, Wilmington, DE, Parochial Vicar 

Cllaplain at Ferris Industrial School for Boys 
1966-1969: St .. Elizabeth, Wihnington, DE, Parochial Vicar 
1969-1972: Holy Spirit, New Castle~ DE, Parochial Vicar 
1972 ... 1976: Holy Spirit, New Castle, DE, Pastor 
1976 ... 1989: St. Matthew, Wilmington, DE, Pastor 

Serves as Dean of New Castle Deanery, Diocesan Liturgical 
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Commission 
1989-1993: St. Joseph on the Brandywine, Wilmington, DE, Parochial 

Vicar 
1993: Removed from Active Ministry because of the sexual abuse of 
minors and Retired 
Current Status: Fr. DeLuca lives in Syracuse, NY in retirement in his 
own residence. The Bisbop of the Diocese of Syracuse, NY had been 
notified. Fr. DeLuca was arrested on Thursday, October 19, 2006 by 
the Syracuse police. 

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST FR. DELUCA 

Year: Began circa 2001, repeated approximately monthly and continued 
until Mayor June 2006. 
Victim: Michael Dingle [Fr. DeLuca's grand nephew] and apparently 
I = _ =- =- -Redacted- --_ ---=--"'iwitnessed some of the abuse. 

--=:: = - - - --- - -- - - ----=----
Imputable Acts: Fr .. DeLuca admitted the abuse, claiming it was limited 
to touch, fondling and masturbation. But also admitted use of 
pornography when the boy reached 16. [See Appendix 1 and 1a -
especially bighlighted News 'Journal of October 26, 2006] DeLuca gave 
the boy alcohol to d14 ini{, bought him jewelry, games and clothes and 
deposited about $9000 in a bank account in the youth's name. 
[Appendix la, October 29, 2006 Syracuse Paper} 
Denunciation: October 2006 . 

Year: 1958-1960 
Victim: Michael Ward and approximately five other unnamed boys Fr. 
DeLuca was involved with .. 
Age: Not exactly clear in documentation but they were altar boys so 
most likely between 10 and 13 years old. 
Imputable Acts: Psychological report {see Appendix: 2] says that" ,- --~ 

--===--- --------- L/~ 
1_ _ __ ~ = ~ = -=- = -=- = -:. :Redacted - ContMed~Recs.:- ~ :=- -=- :: ==- ::.- = -:: =--

I~ : : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ Legal complain£ [see Appendix 3] states- -
Fr. DeLuca "unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused," sexually 
assaulted-·and/or battered •..• " 12~5-93 Notes of Vicar. for Clergy Msgr. 
Lemon [Appendix 4] confirm the physical description in the legal 
com plaint]. 
Denunciation: 1993 

Year: 19608 
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Victim:
Age: 12 or 13 

3 

Imputable Acts: Sexual abuse occurred 5 or 6 times though the 
documentation does not detail the nature of the abuse. [see Appendix 5, 
documentation of Vicar General Msgr. J. Thomas Cini] 
Denunciation: 2004 

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST FR. DELUCA (Tony Flynn) 
l)October 19,2006 Arrest by the Syracuse NY police. 
2)February 12, 2003 brief issued by Attorney Mark Waterfill [Dann 
Pecarr Newman & Kleiman] .. This legal complaint was not followed up 
on [see Diocese of Wilmington Attorney Anthony Flynn letter to Insurer 
Stephen M .. Waldorf, Appendix 3, For more detail, see Anthony Flynn's 
highlighted October 23, 2006 email to Msgr. Barres giving more detail 
which is included at the back of Appendix 3]. 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 

December 1993: Fr .. DeLuca spea){S with Fr,. Benedict Groescbel at 
Trinity Retreat House, Larchmont, NY. 

~-----

»~ceIQber:. 6-9_,1993: Fr .. DeLuca receives an assessment at ea2ted -=- Conf.: Med~~ 
= = : = = = = Redacted -Co-nf~M~d~R~cs.~ = = : == C ~ >< -: :J (See Appendix 2) --------- ------=:=====~ 

December 13, 1993 Letter from Bishop Robert E. Mulvee (Bishop of the 
Diocese of Wilmington) to Fr. DeLuca: "Accepting your resignation and 
approving early retirement is a very painful duty for me. I remember 
your years of faithful service to this diocese. Only you can agonize more 
than lover the tragedy that your actions of so many years ago has 
-1!quse~ jTQu_apd the Church. Having heard tbe report froml-=-=- -:::- : -=- I 
L. ~_=. ~ .,- ~eda~!ed -_C~f.-Med._ Recs~ _ ~ = : I this is the only way w~ ~an ~ 
address the real grave pastoral- con-cern that confronts us because of 
those actions. It is understood that you will not function publicly as a 
pr-iest without seeJong sp:e:cific permissio~y~~d~so." (~ee Appendix 6) 

September 30, 2003: Letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Fr.. DeLuca 
applying the Essential Norms (8b) to Fr. DeLuca (See Appendix 7a) 

CDOW_FGD00203 
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October 2, 2003: Letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Bishop Moynihan, 
Bishop of· the Diocese of Syracuse, informing him that Fr. DeLuca 
resides in his Diocese. (See Appendix 7b) 

October 2006: This petition to the CDF for removal from the clerical 
state and laicization. 

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO FR. DELUCA 
What a retired priest of the Diocese of Wilmington would receive. 

RESPONSE MADE BY FR. DELUCA 

Fr. DeLuca has made repeated admissions of the sexual abuse of 
minors.. See documentation and appendices above. 

BISHOP SALTARELLI'S VOTUM 

I ask that Fr. DeLuca, because of the serial nature of his abuse [all 
involving his admission] "vith the most recent abuse occurring 
repeatedly from 2001 to 2006 be removed from the clerical state and 
given a dispensation from celibacy immediately and as soon as possible 
given the intense media coverage of his case. I had hoped that Fr. 
DeLuca could live the life of prayer and penance prescribed by section 
BB of the Essential Norlns. It is clear that that is not possible. No,"Y 77 
years old, he will likely live' his remaining years of life either in jail or in 
house confinement. 

~
~ #h {J, &~f-

v. Msgr. John O. Barres 
hancellor 

,;"",' 

11/8/06 

'. ~I 

, I " 

-+-- l·~<...Q Q. ~~, 
Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli 
Bishop of Wilmington 

"' ...... : ':, 
" ,'. " 

I, .. ' •• ' ...... 

• • J",' .. : \ I 

"ll 

~ . ~ 

. , 
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BEFORE THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 

IN THE MATTER OF 

REV. FRANCIS G. DeLUCA 

Lis t 0 f Appendices 

Appendices Relating to Proofs of the Facts of Accusations against Father DeLuca. 

Appendix 1: Bishop ThOlnas Costello October, 2006 melnorandum detailing 
accusations against Father DeLuca. 

Appendix lA: Media coverage of Father DeLuca's arrest. 

Appendix 2: Psychological Report. 

Appendix 3: Legal Complaint 

Appendix 3 A: MenlorandulTI from Msgr. Cini to Msgr. Barres relative to 
Father·DeLuca's admission to abuse 

Appendix 4: Notes of Vicar for Clergy, Msgr. Lemon, 12/511993 confinning 
confimling physical description in complaint. 

Appendix 5: Me·mo to File:  detailing the fact of the sexual 
abuse he experienced. 

Appendix 6: December 13, 1993 letter of Rev. Francis DeLuca from Bishop 
Mulvee, accepting retirement from active ministry as a priest. 

Appendix 7 A: September 30, 2003 letter frOln Bishop Saltarelli to Father 
DeLuca applying the Essential Nonns. 

Appendix 7B: October 2, 2003 letter from Bishop Saltarelli to Bishop 
Moynihan infornling him Father DeLuca resides in the Diocese 
of Syracuse, NY. 
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Appendix 8B 

Patricia S. Bossi 
Notary for the Curia 

October 30, 2006 

Bishop Saltarelli's previous correspondence with the 
CDF in regard to Fr. DeLuca (Prot. N. 476/2003 .. 20154) 

~l,~c,~' 
Most Reverend Michael A. Saltarelli 

Bishop of Wihnington 

. Msgr. John O. Barres 
.ancellor 

2 
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APPENDIX 1 
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lie 
Olurch 

DIOCESE OF SYRACUSE BISHOP'S OFFICE 

M',EMO 

TO: TO FILE 
RE: FRANCIS DE LUCA 

MOST REV. THOMAS J. COSTEllO, V.G. 
Former Auxiliary Bishop of Syracuse 

GCi' 2 7 2006 

~ Re~a~te~ _: (Liverpool) reported a concern re child sex abuse to Msgr. C. Lemon of 
WiTmington. The alleged victim is Michael Dingle (turned 18 on 9/21iP9~ the 
~~cused is Francis DeLuca (100 Pastime Dr., Syracuse 13208; phone I __ -: ---<-:; 
/~ ~ Msgr. lemon informed me of the accusation. 

F. DeLuca has been in Syracuse for c. 13 years; returning here from Wilmington, 

pursuant to charges of inappropriate behavior. He attends daily Mass frequently 
at the Dominican Monastery and on weekends in various north-side parishes. I 
think he does not celeb~ate privately, but of this I am not certain. 

The alleged abuse with Michael (who is a blood relative of Deluca) began c. 5 years 
~ago_aiJd_w9!Lr?~ea.:ted ~QP~oxit'Dately Umonthly". The place was DeLuca's residence. 
L : - ; - ; =Red~cted: ~ - ~ - ~ -: is aware of the inappropriate behavior I 

witnes;sed some of it I but appar~nt'y is not hims~lf a victil}1. The abuse of ~ichael 
came to light in the I~te Spring of 2006; the last instance was in Mayor June, and 
since July there has been no contact betwee,n De,Luco' and Ndchael,' who had been 

the favorite (grand) nephew. " 

I 'met on 9/29 with!: -=-=Redicted~~~, advising her that she might wish to 
report the allegati,ons to law enforcement officials, and notifying her that we 
would report the accusation to the D.A.since the alleged crime was current. She 
sub~equently did notify the Syracuse Police Department which after investigation 
arrested Deluca- on 10/19 charged him with,'criminal sexual abuse of a child and 
subseqLJ~ntly re1eased him with f.l court '-appe~rance' (arraignment), scheduled for 
10/24 when D.A. will bring charges. • ~ 

AbPE 
240 East Onondaga st.} PO Box 511, Syracuse NY 13201-0511 • (315) 470-1460 • Fax (015) 478-4619 Appeal 
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MEMO TO FILE (DeLuca) 
Page 2 of 2 

On 10/4 I met with F. DeLuca who admitted the abuse, claiming it was limited to 
touch and masturbation (whether mutual not indicated). 

Our victim assistance coordinator (Teresa Secreti) has met with l3~dactei:: Michael 
Dingle. Michael did have some (perhaps four) sessions with a counselor selected by 
his family. F. DeLuca was billed and paid for this assistance. The experience was 
not helpful; Michael was found to be universally angry. Michael did not do well with 
this counselor; currently he is resisting further psychological assistance, but T. 
Secreti continues to meet with him and is somewhat hopeful that he may eventually 
agree to some therapeutic intervention. 

I have shared our information first with C. Lemon, more recently with T. Flynn 
~~-571-66 75). 

~ 0 CJfff1 
Most Rev. Th9(as J. Costello, V.G. 
Auxiliary Bislfop 
Vicar for Priests 

October 20,1 2006 
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~e,~~d·· :Pn,fist .. >·.>::i}i~.';" 
acc@~4,-i~f a.p:. ·,>,')l~t:. 
Syr~c~s~'poU~~ ~~:·(~im.~ : 'hand~to-g~~~al .contact,' :CecUe 

"k" '1" . . . .. I' . said. 'Tl;le J?.o~t-Staridar~ dp~ not 
too .p ace Qver. s~vero.·' .;. . identify a1I~ged vic~s of sex.: 
y.~ars. 'with u~~e.rQge ~~y. .related· crimes .. ':'. .'. i •. 

. ' '. ," .. ,.. -".' . . Deluca ·is. not. i pri~§t' in. the. 
~~l;j~~r.ymap. . "'. R6Il1~~.c:~t4o~c:Qi<?ce~e .. Qf.Syr~ 

," " •• ',0' .. : •••• •••• • acuse, ,smd. D~~ne :Gu~~gs, 
~.I~t~e~;.~atholi~,prlest'~~~f- .. ~ssj~~t ~~~9~no~;,:~.d.:·~oc~~1? 

.filiated. :m~~.~~ ·Sy..r~q!1S~ 4i~~'1 spok~sY'~~~;~'~ ~~l R.~~~'X~ .?f ~s. 
ces~:q~ ;Q~ell ~~~use4.- Ofl~(1.~g·· DotH ~tirr IlllW:s~en,ng)~~}:\.ppe~~., 
repeated 'sexual contact~:,~th ~ s};te s~d. :.!,. ....... !: I(·.:··t: .. ,' '.: 

un~pr-?-ge;·1?by. OYler ~~, c.9HfS~ ~pf '.~He· was .. a .prl~t. in. .. th:e · .. Wil­
~ey~ra1. years; ,;:~.y.r;a~~~~ .. ~.po:u.~e mington~;:D~l.;:.dio.cesep :Cum~ 
Sru,~,:f1fl4aY~ ", .... ', ..... '. : :nijngs .said.:· ... ·~H~ pas:be~nh~re 

Franc;as. 9~ 'Deluc,~ 7.1" Qf lQP several years,~·~. but She'could not' 
.p~s~.~ p'p'y'e, ~YJ:acus~,. :W~S ~- say exaetly 'how' tong. - :' :.: '.: 
re~te<I '}l'hursday, . J~nd ~. q~~g~ . Election recordsshovl Deluc~ 

. WIth onY;.count:of se~(w.?-Qegr~e registered to 'vpie 'iri:Syf~cuse iIi 
sexual .. :·ab:use. ,·tW.9 . ·;COt,\I!.l$·.; of '1994."" d. ';.,. ••••• : ..... ;': •• '. ' •. ,:). 

third~deg~ee :':-St1Xllal· . :a:buse,' . and . ". ':"::": ... ,; .' .," :' , 
two counts;.'of::~n~angePng .the . 1;- .t~~~p'~oP~,':~flli:to.·B.~luc!i.s 

. welfare, jjf .a :~cbjld; ::ail :;xp1sde:' :r:e~~Q~n~e. )):'~ .. ,~o~.,;·~~~~!;Fn;. 
meanQrs, r a~coidlrig .. to: :.ail ime:st · day m~t::·,'.' ' ... : ,':' :.' .. :. . ~.: :., ';" 
report:>He :wasjssu~d 8.'!l·~i?pear- ". 'fl:1e·::viqtim',,~·/ino~e:r .told po­
ance ticket ·and released·,': .. : -: :.; " Z 'lice pelll:ca· m9ved .. ;.~ere; ,frQ;tll 

. The ai).eged .. ~b-qse;beg·an wh~ri Delaware afb?r ie~g for, health 
the boy was 1.2·oi.{3 a:p.d:contiD.~· reasoI}s, .Cec:ue said; .. :}"· ;:,' .. 
ued ·for;~e.ye~·aJ ye~.~ .. ~9-.Lt. ~Jo!. '.' Deluca'·s:f.··nam¢:· :ci~.es: .ilot ap-' 
seph .C~Ue~~sp~a:killg.for:i)Olice~ . peat 'on' sex"'ofiender:registcie's i.ij. . 
1'he'.:police ~irivestigati.i?lr;:began;. either· :f:Tew\'-yor]i:;.or ·D~Jawar~.· 
after·:··the .. 1b'Oy',:': who~:'ha~ ;~~ince '. The Ro:rfuill·'Cafuo]ic ·.bioeese· .of 
tuIned 18, told ·his'· ~otiiei:;aWut Wih:ifulg~Oli' 'cQUidn'~ :'l:~~ '*e~ched 
$e ~eg~d. ·.apuse~. and;.shr re- F)id~y.·:. '. -:': :.: " .:-'., . 
port¢~'i~i~o pt:>1jqe;;:~~U~. s~~: :~I~( 'Weter LyifiJ:m'ean b~;r~i3CJ1~d at. ( ..... :", 

Tb,e' fi¥eged '''a:buse.:'':YIV<?lved . 'plyman@syracuse~~ot'n· pr~~q;Jj07.~: 
::. •• ' ••. ' '.. •• t' '.:- :; '. • • _ ~ " •• ~. • '. ~~.:.' .! ,:;':.: r. 
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Deittt~{i$ not ·.a,priest-with SyracUse' Diocese,., ruocesatt. official says 
DELU(~ FROM PAGE 8M l 
'finned ,that· "abont ,three' or 
four'" individuals,: had 'b-een mo­
lesfed by DeI.il~ea" i~', the,' 19698, 
said Bob .Krebs. a spokesman for 
the Wilmington dio~ese. " 

DeLuca was ·immediately and 
pennanently removed from' min­

. istry. baiTed from functioning 
publicly as a priest and sent for 
,psychologicaJ ' evaluation, 
according to the ,statement. DeL-

nca then was allowed to, retire said Lt. Joseph Cecile, speaking 
and chose' to move to his hOIlle- for police. 
town/Syracuse. ' The police investigation began 

Syracuse police charged DeL- 'after the boy told' his mother 
uca on Thursday with One count about the alleged abuse, 'and she 
of seco:nd-d~gre~ 'sexual abuse, reported it to polite, Cecile said. 
two counts of third-degree sexu:' The Post-Standard does not 
al abuse and two' counts of en- identify aUeged victims of sex­
dangering., the welfare of ,a child, related crimes. ' " ' 
all misdemeanors. The alleged DeLuca is not a priest in the 
ab,use 'began' when the boy. uow Syracuse diocese" said paniel1e 
18. was 12 or 13 years old and Cummings, assistant chancellor 
involved hnnd-to~genitaI contact. and di9cese spokeswoman. 

The Wilmington diocese' heard many stories of priests 
shared 'information 'about the who have abused :minors in one 
1993 'aliegatiori w~~ the Del~- . town and then move ·mi,d 'do it 
ware Atto!fley General's, Off~ce 'again elsewhere., She said she 
in 2'002.' Kreb~ saW DeLuca was believes 'church leaders' are pro-
not charged with a 'c.nme"iri 'pel- teeling those priests., " 
aware, and that's why he lsn't ' " , 
listed in Delaware or New York' "What's so damaging about 
sex offender registries.', that is, unfortunately; th~ excus-

Barbara Blaine, president of e~ ~eep leaving more Children at 
the national group SNAP, The risk," Blaine said. 
Survivors Network, of ~those Nancy Buczek can be reached at 
Abused by Priests, said she's nbuczek@,syracuse.comof470-2173. 
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• ___ .uJ. J,.:) illUStrative of the 
'># " .... l-U~ ::icnools have carved out in their districts. 

But that identity. some say, would be tested by a report 
issued last week by a coalition of busmesst ' education 
and coimnunity leaders. ' , 

, The report. Vision 2015, concluded Delaware schools 
are making some gains but are failing to keep pace glob-­
ally. It s~ts six goals. mcludirig higher academic stan­
dards, investing in 'early childhood education and giving 
teachers and adnllnistrators the tools to do a better job. 

The plan also calls for a statewide curriculum, giving 
principals more control and -: to the horror of students 
- it could lengthen the school day or the school year by 
140 hours ~ cost taxpayers, potentially; almost $70 mil· 
lion. . ' ,.,' -

, ' S~e ~~SION'-: A 15 ' 

Fower Del. priest " · 
accused of sex 'abuse 
arrested in New York 

By BETH MILLER 
the News Journal 

A former Diocese of Wilmington 
priestt allowed to retire in 1993 after al­
legations of child sexual abuse sur­
faced. was arrested last week in Syra· 
cuse, N.Y., on the same charges. 

Francis G. DeLuca, 77. a priest in 
Wilmington for 35 years, left in 1993 
when former Bishop Robert E. Mulvee 
removed him from the ministry and al-
lowed him to retire early.' : 

DeLuca then moved to Syracuse, 
his hometown. 

DeLuca now is charged with sexu­
ally' abusing a Syracuse boy for several 
years. from the tirile the boy was 12 or 
13 until the boy told his mother when 
he was 17. according to published,re­
ports. He is now 18 . 

DeLuca was arrested Thursday and 
charged with one count of second-de· 
gree sexual abuse, two counts of third· 

, See ARREST - AS 

©2.006, The NewS Journal Co: 
A Gannett newspaper ' 31 st y~ar. No,43 

'II 43 
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\, 

Retired priest 
Francis G. ' 
DeLuca 
served in the 
Diocese of 
Wilmington 
for 35 years. , 

INSIDE: 
Archdiocese 
investigates 
priest in Foley 
scandal. A41 
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SitY~f' C;m-;;ci~.rBerkeley. helped shape year called for Kennedy's impeachment . 

. Arrest: Sexual abuse in DeL 
allegedly ',happened in 1960s 

'FROM PAGEA1 , FRANCIS G. DELUCA . -degree sexual abuse and two 
counts of endangermg the wel-" BORN: 1929 
fare of "a child, Syracuse police 
Lt Joseph Cecile said. DeLuca 
was given an appearance ticket 
and released, Cecile said. 

All are misdemeanors, arid 
each count is punishable by up 
to one year in prison, Cecile 
said. 

"Even the victim .doesn't 
know how many times" he was 
fondled, Cecile said. "But be 
stayed over there quite often and 
whenever he did stay over there 
it usually happened. Ifs been 
continuing, but he fmally told. 

ORDAINED: 1958 
SERVED: St Francis de Sales, 
Salisburyr Md. (1958-61); St 
John the Beloved, MHltown 
(1961-66); St 8izabeth,' 
Wilmington (1966-69); Holy 
Spirit, New Castle U,969-76); 
Sl Matthew, Christiana Hun~ 
dred (1976-89); st. Joseph on 
the Brandywine, Greenville 
(l989-93). 
DISMISSED FROM MINISTRY: 
1993 ' 

his parents after the last inci~ The sexual abuse allegations 
denU' against DeLuca. were not re-

DeLuca did not return mes- ported to the'Delaware attorney 
sages left at his home. general unti12002, after the na-

"It breaks my heart to learn tional scandal of child sexual 
that someone in Syracuse may abuse by priests emerged ill the 
have been victimized by a re- media. 
moved priest of our diocese," . Diocese officials said they 
Diocese of Wilmington ~ishop heard from other victims of 
Michael A. Saltarelli said in a DeLuca after the reports. 
statement released Saturday. Later that year

t 
the U.S. Con­

"My'sincere apology and pledge ference of Catholic Bishops 
of continued prayers go out to adopted new policies o~ how 
this young man and to all vic~ dioceses should respond to and 
tims and theirfamilies,u report assaults and 'how they 

Diocese spokesman Robert G. should prevent them. 
Krebs said chtU'ch officials got a Since .then, offic~als have ac­
report in 1993 that DeLuca had knowledged that more than 60 
sexually abused a child in the people were victimized by 
19608. After the report was con- priests in the Diocese of WH·· 
fn'med, Mulvee removed DeLuca mington, which.includes more 
from the ministry. barred him than 220,000 Catholics in 

, from functioning publicly as a Delaware and the nine counties 
priest, sent him for a psychologi- of Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
cal evaluation and allowed hUn They have acknowledged credi­
to reth'e to Syracuse. ble allegations against 30 

DeLuca's conduct was never priests, some dating back more 
made public by the diocese" until than 50 years1 but have refused 
Saturday when the news of his to release all the names of the 
arrest in New York was pub- priests. 
lished in The Post-Standard, a Many have died. Some have 
Syracuse newspaper. . retirep. in the area. The where-

TV NEWS StlQ)fJS ". 

abouts of others are unknown 
by church officials. '. 

N one remains in rrrlnistry in 
the diocese, Krebs scPd Saturday." 
A 2006 audit showed the Diocese 
of Wilm.ington was ill full c6m~, 

. pliance with the 2002 policies 
adopted by the nation's bishops, 
he said. 

DeLuca never faced llrosecu- , 
tion for previous alleged as­
saults, in large part because the 
statute of limitations has ex­
pired in Delaware." 

State Rep. Greg Lavelle, R­
Sharpley, and state Sen. Karen 
Peterson, D·Stantont sponsored 
legislation last spring to change 
the statute of limitations r but 
time ran out before a bill was 
passed. 

That I effort will continue in 
the next legislative session, said 
a spokesman for Voice of the 
Faithful, a lay Catholic group 
that serves as an advocate for 
victims. Delaware has two chap­
ters of the group. 

Bill Pare, spokesman for the 
northern chapter, said Mulvee 
was right to take action in 1993. 
Mulvee, who went on to serve as 
bishop of Providence, R.I., re­
tired in 2005. 

'1\t least he took him out of '," 
the ministry;'~ Pare said. . ' 

Diocese offiCials urge anyone 
victimized by a priest, deacon or 
layperson to report the abuse to 
the state attorney general or the 
appropriate Maryland State's 
Attorney. Instructions and in­
formation about counseling 
services are available at the dio- . " 
cese 'Web. site: www:cdow.org'. 
Seniorreporter Cns Bamsh contributed to 
this article., . 

Contact net~ Miller at 324-2784 
or blTl;iIler@delawareonline.com. 

Guest lineup fortoday's TV news shows: , CNN's "'Late Editiontr - Senate Majority Leader Sill 
ABC's "This Week" .--:- President Btish;~Sen. John Kerry, ", Frist, R-Tenn.;'Sens. Jack Reed, 'o-R.I, and Kay Bailey 
D-Mass.; professional bowler Kelly Kulick. (10:30 a.m., , 'Hutchison, R-Texas; former secretaty of state Alexander 

, WMDT/47 and WMA~2; 10 a.!J1. WP'VI/6) " Hi~.ig; former national" security ad~ise'r Zbigniew Brzezin-
CBS' "face the Nation" - Sens. Charles Schumer, D.· s\<i. (ll am.)' , 
N.Y .. and Elizabeth Dple, R-N.C (10:30 a.m., KYW/3,and "fox News Sundayll :- Sens. Ri~hard Lugar, R-Ind.; ~oh 
WB.OC/l6; 11 ~m" W~Z/l3) , '.:' '.".',: ." . Warner. R-Va .. , Joe Biden;'O-bel., ana Carl LeVin, D-Mich., 
NBC's "Meet the Press" .:- :Sen, Barack Obama, 0-111 ... ,. "b~l~iness" mogul Richard Brans.on. (9 a.m., wTrG/5, 
(lO:30 a(m., W~AU/10; 10 a:m., WBALr.p.) .", " , WTXF/29 arid W¥WF/45)' ~.,"'.:'"' . " , 
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The Post~Standard 
Accused ex-priest had been barred 

DeJaware di'ocese defrocked Francis G. Deluca after abuse-of-minors report. 

Sunday, October 221 2006 

By Nancy Buczek 
Staff writer 

A retired Catholic priest charged by Syracuse police with sexually abusing a mInor was 
permanently barred from the ministry in 1993 after his former diocese found he had 
abused minors there. a representative of that diocese said Saturday. 

"It breaks my heart to learn that someone in Syracuse may have been victimized by a 
removed priest of our diocese/1 said the Most Rev. Michael Saltarelli. bishop of the 
Diocese of Wilmington, Del., said in a statement after learning of Francis G. Deluca's 
arrest. 

Deluca, 77, of 100 Pastime Drive, Syracuse, could not be reached for comment Friday or 
Saturday. 

Wilmington diocesan officials received a report in 1993 that Deluca sexually abused a 
minor in Wilmington in the 1960s. Diocesan officials contacted the victim and confirmed 
that he had been molested by Deluca, according to a diocesan statement. The diocese 
con-

firmed that lIabout three or fourll individuals had been molested by Deluca in the 19qOs, 
said Bob Krebs, a spokesman for the Wilmington diocese. 

Deluca was immediately and permanently removed from ministry, barred from functioning 
publicly as a priest and sent for psychological evaluation, according to the statement. 
Deluca then was allowed to retire and chose to move to his hometown, Syracuse. 

Syracuse police charged Deluca on Thursday with one count of second-degree sexual 
abuse, two counts of third-degree sexual abuse and two counts of endangering the welfare 
of a child, all misdemeanors. The alleged abuse began when the boy, now 18, was 12 or 
13 years old and involved hand-te-genital contact, said It. Joseph Cecile, speaking for 
pOlice.". 

The police investigation began after the boy told his mother about the alleged abuse, and 
she reported it to pOlice. Cecile said. The Post-Standard does not identify alleged victims 
of sex-reI ated crimes. 

Deluca is not a priest in the Syracuse diocese, said Danielle Cummings, assistant 
chancellor and diocese spokeswoman. 
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The Wilmington diocese shared information about the 1993 allegation with the Delaware 
Attorney Generalis Office in 2002. Krebs said Deluca was not charged with a crime in 
Delaware, and thafs why he isn't listed in Delaware or New York sex offender registries. 

Barbara Blaine, president of the national group SNAP 1 The Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests, said she's heard many stories of priests who have abused minors in 
one town and then move and do it again elsewhere. She said she believes church leaders 
are protecting those priests. 

IlWhat's so damaging about that is. unfortunately, the excuses keep leaving more children 
at risk," Blaine said. 

Nancy Buczek can be reached at nbuczek@syracuse.com or 470-2173. 

© 2006 The Post-Standard. Used with permission. 

Copyright 2006 syracuse.com. All Rights Reserved. 
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Former Del. priest 
arrested in New York 
Man was accused here of 19605 sex abuse 

By BETH MILLER, The News JOllmal 
Posted Sunday, October 22, 2006 

A former Diocese of Wilmington 
prie?t, allowed to retire in 1993 after 
allegations of child sexual abuse 
surfaced, was arrested last week in 
Syracuse, N.Y., on the same 
charges. 

Francis G. Deluca, 77, a priest in 
WilmIngton for 35 years, left in 1993 
when former Bishop Robert E. 
Mulvee removed him from the 
ministry and allowed him to retire 
early. 

Deluca then moved to Syracuse, his 
hometown. 

Deluca now is charged with sexually 

Retlred priest francis G. 
Deluca served tn the 
Diocese of WlimingtDn for 
35 years. 

abusing a Syracuse boy for several years, from the time the boy 
was 12 or 13 until the boy told his mother when he WaS 17, 
according to published reports. He is now 18. 

Deluca was arrested Thursday and charged with one count of 
second-degree sexual abuse, two counts of third--degree sexual 
abuse and two counts of endangering the welfare of a child, 
Syracuse police Lt. Joseph Cecile said. Deluca was given an 
appearance ticket and released, Cecile said. 

All are misdemeanors, and each count is punishable by up to one 
year In prison, Cecile said. 

"Even the victim doesn't Imow how many times" he was fondled, 
Cecile said. "But he stayed over there quite often and whenever 
he did stay over there it usually hsppen·ed. It's been continuing, 
but he finally told his parents after the last Incident. n 

Deluca did not return messages left at his home. 

lilt breaks my heart to learn that someone in Syracuse may have been victimized by a 
removed priest of our diocese/, Diocese of Wilmington Bishop Michael A. Saltarelli said In a 
statement released Saturday_ "My sincere apology and pledge of continued prayers go out 
to this young man and to all victims and their families." 

Diocese spokesman Robert G. Krebs said church officials got a report in 1993 that DeLuca 
had sexually abused a child in the 1960s. After the report was confirmed, Mulvee removed 
Deluca from the ministry, barred him from functioning publicly as a priest, sent him for a 
psychologIcal evaluation and allowed him to retire to Syracuse. 
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DeLuca's conduct was never made public by the diocese until Saturday when the news of 
his arrest in New York was published in The Post-Standard, a Syracuse newspaper. 

The sexual abusa allegations against DeLuca were not reported to the Delaware attorney 
general until 2002, after the national scandal of child sexual abuse by priests emerged in 
the media. 

Diocese officials said they heard from other vIctims of DeLuca after the reports. 

Later that year, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops adopted new policies on how 
dioceses should respond to and report assaults and how they should prevent them. 

Since then, officials have acknowledged that more than 60 people were victimized by 
priests in the Diocese of Wilmington, which Includes more than 220,000 Catholics In 
Delaware and the nine counties of Maryland's Eastern Shore_ They have acknowledged 
credible allegations against 30 priests, some dating back mOre than 50 years, but have 
refused to release all the names of the prlests. 

Many have died. Some have retired in the area. The whereabouts of others are unknown 
by church officials. 

None remains in ministry In the diocese, Krebs said Saturday. A 2006 audit showed the 
Diocese of Wilmington was In full compliance with the 2002 policies adopted by the 
nation's bishops, he said. 

Deluca never faced prosecution for previous alleged assaults, in large part because the 
statute of limitations has expired in Delaware. 

State Rep. Greg Lavelle, R-Sharpley, and state Sen. Karen Peterson, D-Stanton, sponsored 
legislation last spring to change the statute of limitations, but time ran out before a bill 
was passed. 

That effort will continue In the next legislative session, said a spokesman for Voice of the 
Faithful, a lay Catholic group that serves as an advocate for victims. Delaware has two 
chapters of the group. 

Bill Pare, spokesman for the northern chapter, said Mulvee was right to take action in 
1993. Mulvee, who went on to serve as bishop of Providence, R.I., retired in 2005. 

"At least he took hIm out of the ministry," Pare said. 

Diocese officials urge anyone victimized by a priest, deacon or layperson to report the 
abuse to the state attorney general or the appropriate Maryland State's Attorney. 
Instructions and Information about counseling services are available at the diocese Web 
site: www.cdow.org. 

Senior reporter ens Barrish contributed to this arttcle. 
Contact Beth MJIler at 324-2784 Dr bmiJJe.r@delawfJre.onfine.com. 

FRANCIS G. DELUCA 

EORN: 1929 

ORDAINED: 1958 

SERVED: St. Francis de Sales. Salisbury. Md. {195S-61}; Sl John the Beloved, MiRtown (1961-66); 
St. Elizabeth, Wilmington (1966-69): Holy Spirit. New Castle (1969-76); 81. Malthew, Christiana 
Hundred (1976-69); St. Joseph on the Brandywine, Greenville (19a9-93). 

DISMISSED FROM MINISTRY: 1993 

STORYCHAT (t) ,-;;, ~ Comment .q,;. View All Comments 

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 6:44 pm 

BW you need to take a moment and cool down. I only asked a question and dld not make a 
statement that all priests are perverts. 1 do not bash anyones religion. You can believe what 
you want. It just seems every time you pIck up a paper or turn on 1:he news, another priest Is 
being accused or charged with a sex crime agaInst little boys. Is It a Cathollc good deed to call 
someone an Idiot for expressIng an opinion? Come now. 

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 5:50 pm 

rYes (" No 

r. Yes r No 

r Yes Ie No 
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Trust me, Wilmington knew about Deluca'S dark Side in the early sixties. Go to 
blshDpaccountabiJity_org website, scroll down to the article written by Steven Church. I think 
it's "the hidden abuse", Does this sound like someone we know??7 He should have been 
reported to the authorities, the LEGAL authorities, AND removed then. NOT Sent to another 
parish, then another and yet another. GOD and the diocese only know at this pOint who else 
reported hIm and allowed the church to bully them Into belieVing that "they" would take care 
of It, Taking total advantage of the people's faith In the church. God has not abused 
anyone---the church Is run by humans--powerful human--who made choices. The priests are 
human and also made choices. God wants us to live like Jesus dId. If we choose to follow evil 
temptation that Isn't God's will. I believe that these pediphlles.1Jnd protectors of pedaphiles wUI 
have to answer to God one day. Maybe they should also keep that In mind. No one Is perfect 
but hurting Innocent children and hiding behind 11 coHar to protect your name and your money 
has got to be the worst sin of all. I hope that all of this gives the unheard victIms out there the 
courage and strength to finally have 11 voIce, To all of the unheard Victims I Feel sorry and my 
heart breaks for you and the terrible secret that you've had to hide at the hands of people 
we've been taught to RESPECT and follow to be more like Jesus. What a joke. No wonder the 
catholic church Is falling apart. My prayers go out to a/l of you--~even the pcdlphlJes, 

Posted: Sun Oct 22, 2006 5:15 pm 

I am sorry that you were molested as a child. I hope you have since told people Including the 
civil authorities who that person was as Is. 

Having safd that a number of thoughts come to mind about the Deluca sltutltlon and the 
Diocese of Wilmington. 

Bishop Mulvee removed DeLuca from his ministry work, according the article, In 1993 aI/owing 
him to petition for retirement or senior stat\-ls. Mulvee did this, at least, before he, that is 
Mulvee, was sent up to the New England area to clean up some like Situations there. Hewever, 
none of them were ever really cleaned up, 

Mulvee and the Diocese of WilmIngton, according to the artide, never told any clvll authorities, 
like the police, at the time of his removal, why he was being removed, did they? Neither did 
they tell any of the parishes where DeLuca served, Including my own, WliY HE WAS BEING 
RETIREO EARLY, DID THEY? 

The present Bishop Saltarelli says that "It breaks my heart to learn that someone In Syracuse 
may have been vIctImized by a removed priest of Our dIocese/, and goes on to say "My Sincere 
apology and pledge of continued prayers go out to this young man and to all victims and their 
families," 

As Father Tom Doyle, OP, an expert witness in the Grand Jury Investigation In the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia and elseWhere would say, ''What a lot of bull crap." 

And I say, what arrogance! Saltarelli Is going to pray and It breaks his heart .... 

What did Saltarelli, and Mulvee for that matter, think was going to happen? Old they think this 
guy would not continue to molest? Who could possibly think that? Yes, Mulvee bears 
responsibility, And if there are others like DuLuca out there, Saltarelli Villi be responsible, 
Michael, you had better check those nies and do what must be done! 

Deluca's conduct was never made public to the people that mattered. Yes, weH, the diocese 
probably dld turn his name in to the Delaware attorney general In 2002 for all the good that 
dldl Right? 

AND STILL THE OIOCESE OF WILMINGTON AND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA REFUSE 
TO GIVE THE NAMES Of THESE KNOWN A8USERS, LIVING OR DEAD, RETIRED OR NOT, IN 
THE UNITED STATES, ROME, lRELAND OR ELSEWHERE TO THE PEOPLE IN THE PARISHES AND 
DIOCESES WHERE THEY HAVE SERVED. 

UNBEUEVABLEI 

The church, and that means the hierarchy, continues to be behind the curve In this sad affaIr. 
Get real. There are probably hundreds more than the "60 people" the Wilmington Diocese 
acknowledges. The 50 are only those they know of. 

Other then the known abusers who are dead, the diocese knows where they are bCCiluse the 
diocese Is stili sending checks to them. Believe It. 

They may not be In ministry in the diocese, but they may be helping up In their retirement 
somewhere else. The diocese has not policy on tbat and they are not Inclined to have one. 

I am not Inclined to give Mulvee any credit, as Bill Parel spokesman for the northern chapter of 
Voice of the Faithful does, for having at feast taking "him out of the ministry," Mulvee really 
did not do that, he jLlst let him retire elsewhere. He was not REMOVED fROM MINISTRY. The 
old "out of sight, out of mind" philosophy klr::ks In, you know? 

Bishop Mul..,ee did us a terrible disservice. How many others have been handled In this way? 
Bishop Saltarelli continues the same polley. 

IF YOU UVE IN DELAWARE YOU CAN SUPPORT THE NECESSARY CHANGES IN THE CHILD 
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l "LOOK BACK WINDOW" IN THE LEGISLATION TO GET INDIVIDUALS UKE DELUCA INTO A 
COUR.T OF LAW FACING THEIR ACCUSERS FOR THE WR.ONGS DONE SO MANY YEARS AGO. THE 
INSrrrUTIONAL CHURCH HAS FAILED US IN THIS. IT IS U? TO -mE PEOPLE TO MAKE THEM 
ACCOUNTABLE. 

posted: Sun Oct 22,2006 5:Q2 pm 

I am sickened that thIs behavior Is still to this day, being hidden from ali of us. We have a 
right to know who these child malesters are. How much longer Is the church going to protect 
the molesters at the e)(pense of God's children? How many others are stu! out there afraid to 
speak or not even realizing that thIs Is abuse Qf the highest order? I had no Idea that this 
priest was "retired", I remember when he simply disappeared. How many others Is the bishop 
hiding under the gUise of "retirement"? 
The statue of limltations should be repealed immediately. The catholic ChUrch should truely 
ask forglvness for theIr sins and take the punnlshment. 
This church needs to be purged 50 that God can bless His church again with vacations and 
plenty of sheep. 
Isn't this what we pray for every sunday In church? How can God send good men to be priests 
when the filth and corruption Is still running rampant? 
As an aside. being molested by a man who represents God, Is the ultimate destroyer of a 
persons psyche. We aTe taught that no matter what happens we can always tUrn to God. Weill 
who do the victims turn to now, when It appears that even God has abused them? 

Wise up Bishop! 

Posted~ Sun Oct 22r 200&fI:44 pm 

I am embarrassed to say that I am a catholic. I thInk It Is far worse when a priest does 
something like this than the tlpical slt:k person. To use Gad to your advantage to prey on 
children. 

.-;:. Post a Comment .";; View All Comments 

Partners I Jobs: CareerBui!der.com I Cars: cars. com I Apartments: apartments. com I Shopping: ShopLocal.com ~ ~)GAJ'INElT G p..t~:~'i!J. 

Copyright ~ l006, The New", Journal. USe or this sit~ signifies your ;)greemcnt to thQ Terms of ServIce and Privac;v Policy {updated 1D/3/l00S} 
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HOi\,tE> Local 

Accused priest nol in NsYa'ministrv 
Syracuse diocese: Deluca not working for church when alleged abuse occurred 
By BETH MILLER. The News Journal 
Posted Tucsday. October 24, 2006 

Page 1 of2 
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Syracuse officials say the former Diocese of Wilmington priest arrested on child sexual­
abuse charges last week was not serving in a New York church when the incidents 
allegedly occurred. 

Danietle Cummings, a spokeswoman for the Diocese of Syracuse, said Francis G. 
Deluca has not served in any capac1ty in the diocese, where he has lived since he was 
removed from ministry in Wilmington after Similar allegations arose against him in 
1993. 

Cummings said Wilmington church officials notified Syracuse officials in 2002 that 
Deluca was living in their area and should not serve in any priestly capacity. That . Francis 

notice was given to comply with a 2002 charter adopted by the U.S. Conference of G. Deluca was removed from ministry 

Cath I· B' h " d' t rt b II t' t . 'I th 't' d in Delaware in 1.993. o IC IS OpS requlnng locese5 0 repo a use a ega IOns 0 CIVI au on les an to 
notify other dioceses when priests with credible allegations moved into their area. 

Syracuse police spokesman Lt. Joseph Ceole said he could not say how Deluca, 77, 
came into contact with the alleged Syracuse victim, now 18 years old, because it could 
reveal the boy's identity. The alleged abuse did not occur in a ministry context, Cecile 
said, The charges against Deluca were made after the boy told his mother that Deluca 
had abused him from the time he was 12 or 13 until he was 17 years old, 

No other victims have come forward to New York police since Deluca was arrested 
Thursday, Cecile said, and Deluca has been cooperative. Police do not believe he poses 
a risk to anyone else in the community. 

Deluca was removed from ministry in Delaware in 1993, after 35 years of service, 
when allegations surfaced of sexual abuse from the 19605. Former Bishop Robert 
Mulvee allowed Deluca to retire and return to his native Syracuse. 

The priest never faced prosecution in Delaware, but he soon will appear in court In 
Syracuse to hear the charges against him: two counts of third-degree sexual abuse, 
two counts of second-degree sexual abuse and one count-of endangering the welfare 
of a child. Cecile said the offenses were described as hand-to-genital contact. 

A former altar boy said he was stunned by the news and doesn't believe any of the 
allegations, Vincent Testa served as an altar boy for several years during the time 
Deluca was pastor of St. Matthew's Church in Christiana Hundred, from 1976-82. 

"I was flabbergasted," said Testa, who works for New Castle County. "He was a good 
mentor to everybody in the school. He taught us the right way to be. He helped us 

10124/2006 
CDOW_FGD00222 
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along if we had problems. I do not believe any of it.1I 

Contact Beth Miller at 324-2784 or bmiller@delawareonline.com. 

STORYCHAT ~.A) .;:;:. Post a Comment :1:}, View All Comments 

Posted by: MA- Tue Oct 24,20066:53 am 
The recent arrest of a Delaware priest who was aflowed to retire to SyracuseJ N.Y. 
Without notifying the laity or any of the parishes where he served, induding miner that 
he was a known sexual abuser points out the flaws that have long existed in the 
church's clerical system. 

Did former Bishop Robert E. Mulvee think that Francis G. Deluca, 77, would not 
continue in his perfidy of sexually abusing children? Deluca was allowed to take early 
retirement, or senior status as it is caned and was never really punished. He continues 
to receive a church pension and benefits, no doubt. Why would he consider changing 
behavior that has been so successful for so long? 

Mulvee is directly responsible, morally if not legally, for Deluca's actions because he 
was known to be a pedophile and a heads up was given to no one. 

c~ Post C! Comment ';:::8- View All Comments 

Page 2 of2 

--------------------
Copyright © 2006, The News Journal. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy (updated 
10/3/2005) 
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OUR VIEW 
• ••• tiD ••••• If •••••• __ ••• " 

. Lastest priest scandal 
again raises questions 
about Church' s silence~· 

There is something deeply unsettling about the 
latest tale of priestly abuse that made headlines 
over the weekend. 

A former Wilmington priest has been arrested in 
Syracuse, N,Y.l and charged with molesting a 12-
year-old boy. This news is bad enough. But it gets 
worse .. 

Apparently, in 1993) Wilinington Catholic Diocese 
officials had received similar complaints about the 
priest when he was stationed here. The tllen-
Bishop Robert E. Mulvee removed him from the 
ministry and sent him packing ... to do what? Prey 
on other 12~year-old boys? 

The argrunent can be made that the original. 
Delaware incident happened in the 1960s but came 
to light 30 years later, long after the statute of limi­
tations ran out The diocese could rightly say that 
no crirninal. charges could be brought against-the 
priest and therefore kept quiet about the matter. 

But that wall of silence crumbled in the past few 
years and the WJlmington Diocese had ample op· 
porlunity to make public the complaints against 
this particular priest. But it declined to do so. 

Is it possible that the latest vIctim could have 
been spared if the diocese had gone public? 

Over the years) much of the hierarchy's re~ 
sponse has 'been disingenuous. In'1985, the bishops . 
were given a report about the problem with a rela~ 
tive handful of priests. But the bishops did nothing. 
In the early 1990s, scandals popped up all over the . 
country. The scandais exploded in 2002 when the . 
Boston Globe published a damning series of abuse 
and cover ups in thij tp.at citY's diocese. It led to sto- .. 
ries, suits and outrage across the nation. '1'he pish· . 
ops met in Romel then in Dallas. They formulated a 
tough policy and aclmowledged the names of many 

. abusers. .' ,.. . .. :: .. .. "': : .. 
According to the vVIhnmi51;on Diocese, it st9pped 

the priest in question of his priestly duties and al- . 
lowed him··to retire. Certainly that is an :nnprove- .. 
ment over the earlier.practice of transferrmg cul· 
prits from parish to parish. . . 
, But was the diocese's 199p action enongh? Was': 

its refusal to name this priest recently justified? . 
The answer is no. " .~::... .:. ,:.:-;i. ·.:'F:*~:~:\:··~:'·· :. 

.. ~. 
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In wake' of sc~ndal, letter sent in 2003 
By BETH MILLER 
The News Journal 

." ..... - ..... 
'The arre~ of a former Delaware priest ci~ 

child sexual abuse charges ill New York last. 
week removed the hope some church officials . 
held that such abusive behavior was a thing of . 
the distant past. . ., .. .. 

. Francis G. DeLuca, 77, was charged with 
repeated sexual abuse of a Syracuse boy. The 
abuse. prosecutors say, occurred after the . 

. scanda1.of child sexual abuse by priests 
emerged nationally in 2002, after the US. Con­
ference of Catholic Bishops adopted stronger . 

. policies to protect children ~d improve re-' . . 
porting practices. . 
. The time frame "is also after Wilmington 

diocese officials notified Syracuse diocese of~ 
ficials of DeLuca's residence there. 

"In the 4 % years I have been doing this j it 
was always some consolation that the most re­
cent complaJ.nts of abuse we were aware Qf 
was 20 years old," Tony Flynn, attorney for 
the Diocese of Wilmington, said Tuesday. 
"That Father DeLuca may have abused 

See CHURCH - AS 

.~ 

Francis-4G• DelucaJ 

77, is accused of 
sexuaHy abusing 
_a boy from Syra­
,cuse,N.Y. ' 

ONLINE 
Go to www.deJaware 
online.rom to read 
correspondence from' 
the Diocese of Wil­
mington regarding 
Francis G. Deluca. . 
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someone now IS Just awful . ',r At least four peoplliihave' .. deal wIth tl>.epam,of my adr:>les· .' It wou).d,be a felon~ now, ';'fj 
;: '. '. DeLuca was removed from" d all. 't· b t D 'L"' • cence.',' , Il"eland saId, "but baclclIJ, 1962 :.~ 
:~,.mfuistry,after 35 years and "al.- rna e " ega l~ns a ou ,e u~ca. '. A lawsuit filed a few years and.1963, the law:in'Maryland ~ 
")" lowed tQ retrre" .to his hometown 1~ynnthesa':'J~~~8!y.°~h~~s~f ago in Ineliana dates one alleged . didnJt make the nature of the " ~\I\II 
. of Syracuse in 1993, after 1960s- 1. .' e victim's abuse to 1958·60. The abuse he engaged in ,criminal. ' t..:l 
t, • e~ ~ses surf !iced in Delaware, one alleged Vlch~ ma~e ~n suit was dropped, as was an at-' That's' ~ow ullenlight~ned we 
:. : Wilmmgton dlOcese spokesman ano~ymo~s report:. Flynn sald, tempt to prosecute DeLuca in were.'~ ..... .. , . ,.' '. 
t •• Rob~rt,G. Kre~s said:' , and It w~~ unclear whether that Mal-yland, where he was ac- .'.' Ireland said that v~ctimstill ' . 

. " '. . ' man wa/? :amon~ the four who cused of abusing 1n the 19605 a, . suffers - and .she.~wl~~es sh,e :\-. 
,;J ~Ioc~se m,formed In 2003 came forward_ ' . different boyan a trip there. . could do more for lum; I hate ~t, ~'I'. 
.''' ',A'Dec~mber 1993 let~er from ,One Del~wf-lre man. who saId Maryland has no statute of that tl~ere's ~lO ~edre~s ~or .. th;is " I,.. 
',I! ,former BIShop Ro1Jert E. Mulv.ee h~ was. a VIctIm and ~ske~ th?-t limitations for felonies such as.' In;an/

l 
she sald) My Y1c:t!ffi ~ 111. \', "; 

.~! notes the bishop accepted De- hIS name llot be publIshed, saId child sex ~buse, said Elizabeth: hIS l~te 50s: and 18 dally: 1m - ( 
Luca's retirement from active he fear~ there are many more.,' .Ireland assistant state's attar- pacteo. by tillS breach of~tr.ust . 
. public ministry as a prie~t for leI think ~ patter? was dev~l· . ney in Wicomico County, where· There'~ pothing 1. can ~o ~~o~t'l 
"reasons of health:" Later ill the oped back m ,the 60? by thIs 'DeLuca once served at a parish It,. and It s, vel~,fr.ustratll1g., ' . 
letter, MuIve~ s~id he rem~mw man~ ,by preymg on Innocent in Salisbury. But the acts' De.:, C.ontactBethM~nerat321·.2784:" ,. 
bered DeLucas· 'years of falthw boys In the 11 to 14 age .range Luca was accused of were not orbmiller@delawareonlinc.com •. '· ,. 

, ful service" and that only De· and every few :r,ear? preymg 011 " .' ' " "., ..' . , .' , . " . ". . ~ 
" Luca could agonize more than someone new, saId the man, ' 

Mulvee 'fover the tragedy that who said he was victimized ,WI 
~, your actions of so many years about 40 years ago. "If true, 

ago has' caused you and the there must be a great deal of 
Church." , , m~n who are suffering alone 

But it was another 10 years ' WIth what was. perpetrated 011 
-. befol'e the Wilmington diocese them 'l;>y Frru~CIS DeLuca. They 

told .syracuse church officials most likely will never come for­
:. about his past. Bishop Michael ward because of el1.!barrass­
.' A. Saltarelli notified Syracuse ment and [ear: of bemg foup.d 

officials in an October 20031etw out by t+telr fnends and family. 
~. tel' that DeLuca had been re- ·<I know because that is the 

"Cosh or Credit on' Dell.very 
....."....,.~= "VISA, ',MC.&: Discover' 

, .. prQ~p~ ~~nvery 

an 
of 

moved from active ministry be- way I feel and why I will not di­
, ,cause of "credible allegations of vulge my name. r h:::ve been in 
:,: the sexual abuse of minors." and out of coul1sehng for 20-
"', The letter was sent in compli" some years, and talking with 
~. ance with reporting require- r------------------------~ 
.. . ments adopted in 2002. Those re- . ~ , E " 

quirements, adopted 'by the C-. \ \ ~ S S CONSUM~RS WANT T~ KNOW: 
. ,7 bishops conference, were in- '0 -:.:; ~ (} " , 

rJ tended to end ·the practice of .0... 1, ~ ARE \, (OU 
\{ moving predatory,priests froni' 'I ~ .r 
~1 one parish or diocese to another. ...r'\» "A MEMB E R 
\ii: Saltarelli sent DeLuca a let·' \ ' . 
~) , 
: J ter in September 20D3, putting in q writing the diocese's "under-: C' 
{~ ~~~df;~t!~~~f::;::~~: 
~i licly or administer'the sacra­
~'i ments, that he would not wear 
1.i clerical garb or present h:imself 
:~ publicly as a priest. 
!~ DeLuca was not serving as a 

priest during the period of the 
" most recent allegations, Wil­

mington and Syracuse church 
officials say. 

He was not charged ill previ­
ous alleged cases, so authorities 
did not monitor his behavior 
and contact with children. 

The Syracuse accuser, now 
10, told his mother he was mo­
lested by DeLuca from the time 
he was 12 or 13 until he was 17. 

Chief Deputy Michael Ker­
win. of the Syracuse police de­
parbnent, said it bothers him 
that sexual predators may be liv­
ing in his jurisdiction without 
his knowledge. "We are always 
concerned - whether it's a pa­
l."Oled bank robber or a paroled 
rapist or a paroled child moles-
• .....,. I .. C" ...... _.: ... '1. ........ ,.. ,..._ .......... ;("\' 

1Qr.!3Ill5OOOD076747 

;' rn' HOPE'·: . :tlvirig W 
,', "., ,,'''' ':,Worship,( 

. 1M PEACE' "811 N~ B,roa 
, SUlte 22 

".' '. "'. ":: ,I .... > Middletown E 
,[!1" Lo VE"'!·, ;:~ :,~' ,.' Shopping C. 

. . '.' • ':' ':,', . (Above the Oood\\ 
. ~ 17' : '/1 ':. ~.i. ~ "Middletown 

Q ;rf!4.«4.,.t.;(J.(,Ud,.:, ' .,',. '. '.'. . 

'~ , ", ~l :".<'-:"'.;::,',:: (3.92 
_ ; ~ Su.ndciy Mon:<i;~g"W~T~hil>,~, 8;00 & 1 
~ , www.livingwaterswors 

.t· .. ~'". ~ ... 
, " 
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UL;i 2 7 2006 

The PostprStandard 
Warning of suspected priest pedophile may have come too late 
10/25/2006, 7:09 p.m. ET 

The Associated Press 

WilMINGTON, Del. (AP) - Catholic Church officials in New York were warned several years 
ago that a former Delaware priest arrested on child sexual abuse charges last week was a 
suspected pedophile, but only after the man allegedJy began molesting a New York boy. 

Francis G. DeLuca, 77, was arrested Oct. 1 9 and charged with repeated sexual abuse of a 
Syracuse, N.Y. boy, 

Deluca was removed from the ministry in Delaware in 1993 after officials with the Catholic 
Diocese of Wilmington learned of credible sexual abuse allegations against him dating to the 
1960s. 

A former Wilmington bishop accepted Deluca's early retirement in December 2003 "for reasons 
of healthll and forbade him from engaging in active public ministry without permission, according 
to documents obtained by The (Wilmington) News Journal. 

"Only you can agonize more than lover the tragedy that your actions of so many years ago has 
(sic) caused you and the Church," Bishop Robert Mulvee wrote in a 1993 leUer to DeLuca. " ... 
Frank, you will always have a special place in my prayers and Masses." 

DeLuca moved back to his hometown of Syracuse, but the Wilmington diocese did not inform 
Syracuse church officials about his past until 1 0 years later. 

Bishop Michael A. Saltarelli of Wilmington notified Syracuse officials In an October 2003 letter 
that Deluca had been removed from active ministry because of "credible allegations of the 
sexual abuse of minors." 

The Syracuse accuser, now 18, told his mother he was molested by DeLuca from the time he 
was 12 or 13 until he was 17. 

Deluca was not serving as a priest during the period of the most recent allegations, according to 
Wilmington and Syracuse church officials. He was never charged or convicted in connection with 
the previous allegations, so authorities did not monitor his behavior or contact with children. 

Tony Flynn, an attorney for the Wi.1mington dioGese,said there was no- procedOre or policy in 
place in -the 1990s requiring church officials to alert their counterparts elsewhere of credible 
abuse allegations against a cleric. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops adopted stronger policies to protect children and 
improve reporting practices following a nationwide church sex abuse scandal surfaced in 2002. 

Flynn, who said at least four people have made allegations about Deluca to the Wilmington .. 

http://w·ww.syracuse.comlprinter/printer.ssf?lbase/ne\vs-19/1161818060268830.xml&F:to,. 1 ()J'JhIC~OW_FGD00227 DeLuca PDF page 186 of 953



diocese, said diocesan officials in Wilmington may have corresponded with church officials in 
Syracuse regarding Deluca prior to 2003. 

Danielle Cummings, a spokeswoman for the Syracuse diocese, said she was unaware of any 
prior correspondence. 

Paul Hanrahan, an attorney representing the Syracuse diocese, did not immediately return a 
telephone call from The Associated Press on Wednesday. 

Copyright 2006 syracuse.com. All Rights ReseNed. 
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..... 

Police: Priest· 
fromDe[:···· 

\Ii; admits N·~Y'··:'·~~ 
. : ~·child abuSe . 

. ! 

.. ' 

<){' : .: ~1 FiVeyearsil o~ moles:ti?~ ; :::.:: .;;;::<: > ;':'X:' 

. .~;::~ ~. . 3~~ were dettl . e:, :t.Q,.~ut ontI~.· :.: ':::':~~ ""; .. : , .. ' ..... 

;':>'..:: : ." .. ~: ',,: : ·~~;;rt~~;~:'.. :.::. fi: };;;::,:;~;;";,~":,,,,, ,.. .. : ~:;~.:.;""j~J~;~,.;;: 
:: ..... /.!:. .' -; FOl'merDelaware·.priest'Francis G." 't.? •. : • ' .. ' . 
. :. : .. '. .' . ~' DeLuca has .confessed to 'molesting a ., '. 
· :". .':" :' " boy during'a five·yeru.·t'pedod, accord- ~ . \ .~,; .:: ..... 
. ; .... : ; .' .' '. I ing to a rel)Ort r~lea~~d by'~~yra.cuse,,' .: .' :'.: ; . '" :' '. . 
· .'. I NY. police,.,.. '.~ <~, '.::" ~:~:"... . . 

.:: .:. ;', j' DeLuca;'77. served in.the:Cattiolic .. ,.. : .. 
. : . ";''\'.. .... . ; . Dioc~5e of ,«ilmillgfOi1,'for .:}5 .yaar~ be- .. :. ;;!: : .• !~.:'.~:. ~' ... :.' . 

;', '; '.fore·he was".foxced lllto . .' .. :,. 

.- , · .... 

1 retirs1l1el1t=··' and . >:' :~ .. 
: ''-stripped of his pdestly 
I duties in 1993, when . 

. : ~ similar allegations 

~ 
himhel'e. 

" . ': officia1s SD.id· 
. ;. he was allowed to retire 

. :~' "II~ ~.nci' G. ~~~~~l~ 
. ; Deluca was : cuss Dorice. p~c~~,ed up 

!. charged with DeLuca at hiS 'apart-

~
' several counts ment Oct. 19 and ques· . 
: of sex abuse. . Honed him' about a." . ." 

! I' .' local mother's com· ' I" •• 

,

; . ' plaint that he molested . 
;. . her SOll, now 18. . : . 

In a DO·minute intervie\v, DeLuca . 
. told police the boy. perjodically spellt 

. .' the night at his apartment. usually on 
....... t' weekends. He told police he started to 

: '''~ ;.: 

.:-. ': 13yearsold.Aitertheboyreached16or .. 1 .. • .•• ' •• ~ 
fondle the boy when the boy was·12·ol.' 

· ' .. ' ... .:. 17
t
DeLucasaidheaddedpornographlc : I,' :" 'j:, 

;~' •. ~~ ': movies to tile meetings, police said. . ::' : ..... :.: . 
.. }. . '. ' The me£!:tings continued until earlier' , 

: •. ,:: . '. ".,. ~ provided a three·page affidavi~'whicl1 .. '~:"'::': .. 
.. w'l',:,,, 4 wasnotreleasedtpollcesaid. ' ... ,: . ',: ': .. ':::l>.,... .." 

.. 

: . ;' ...... ' . '. ".' Wilmington diocese officials have .: .. ::! ':' ...... , . ' . 
. ' .... :. .. ~. :...... ; saidatleastfourpeopleherehavemade "': .. ::~ )~'~:""" /1.'" .:' '.':." ':0:".: ':. : ... : ..... 
· . . :;': : . . '.. . s~nar complahl~ against DeLuca, ~ .. ' ;. c;::: . . .. ' .:" .' 

'. " 
· '.:: '.: ,', .' ~. tills yeaL~ he told police, DeLuca also' 

. ',' . , '. ' datmg to the 19605. '.. .. '. I. '.:.. ':'" • ,'. ":., . :.' · : . j' DeLuca was ordained iu 1955, seL'V'":··. '".: '. " :" : '.: ", 
· i I ing flI'st at St. .Francis de Sales in Salis:: l'~: ':' :: 

I: burt'. Md: He "t1um' served 'hi five:.: : .... ' . 
• !. ',.' • /'; parIshes In New Castle County:' St, " . ': .. : .,.. 

, " John the Beloved m MilltoWll, st. Eliza- - .' . . ; ...... 

~
;, beth in Wilmington,HolySpiritillNew ,. . . 

,,": ... 
, ,:~. : :'; . : .. . 

". \ .. ::; ',,: 

I
I. Castle, SlMattheV{ hl"Christiana Hun- . 
'~ dred, and St:·.Joseph on the Brandy-
fi. }Nine in Greenville;1' ~ ~ , .' .;:.,'... . ..:. . . . , '. ;' .... 
l~f":~Report~g pl'act.ices and p~otectiye '.' .t : ..... " 

~. meas~res chang~d 'after'reports ,of" ' .. " :~; :.': .. . 
f,)·. child·sexual abuse by priests emerged. ;.:: ... ;:, ,: ' .... . 
,t' n8:tiop.a~lY. ~n 200f .. The, Diocese of. ... : ;.::,r :;:::'~."' .. ;. ;.: .... 
hi Wilqllngton h!lS.BclO1oYJ:ledgeq th~t.:·,:· .... >~, :'::'.~::." ''''t' ~.: "'_9' ".' 

, more tha.:1160 VlctunS hav,e made. credl-': .. ' I.,':';':' ~ ... , ,:.', ,"... ...." . .•.. .. : '.:. • .•. 

I~' ble allegations agalllsfat'least 30:'~·~·· .. : .;,,:, . ::'~ ~~':.:." :.. .... :~ .... :: ::"; .. " ..... 
l~' priestst many of whom are dead. .::.-- : ;': . ':.,:":. ,\.~ .' ". .. .. . 
i-l: '. In 2003, Wiliningtoll Bishop MiChael .'.. .' '~":'. ; .. ,: ..... . 
r;!: A', Saltarelli notified: the Syracuse .. '.:'. : . :. ·"i.;: :. " '. =' ., ~. 
~~ bishop of credible allegations of sex.ual'· .' .... ' ::'!:.- ... ;::. . .. ,.. .. 

~. : ..' . '. ': 

I . 

, '.' 

. :" .~ ~.I:. . ... ' .. . :".' .:" .. 
;r, a.buseagainstDeLuca .. :· ... . ...... :::',>d.":··}:-"· ;: : ,,':. . .... . ... 
- Syracuse AssIstant District Attor~ .. ":;.: :'!:: " .. " .': ':'.' .. . .: . .:. ,. /:.:'0:',,1, •.•. : .-

, ~~~~~;~;~;;~~;~~t ·.I·<~~2:~·~~;f;':::':;~:!~;·:.',i~:~::~<\;/ ::~:'.L: .. \~),,: .. ' " " 

.' ; .. ;. ~I_:'" ~ .. 
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_. '~fyou can't prove that something has never 
happened," Best said. "I think the fact that 
you can't find any stories about this ~uggests , : .. 
it doesn't happen." , ' 

'Locally; police in Delaware have also re­
ported. few .verifiable instances of, tainted . 
candy: ":' .. , ' ' ." " '. , 
. Former Wilntington police sergeant Marty 

. See HALLOWEEN - B5 .. ".' 

:hthekids, 

• , , , The News Journal/CARLA VARISCO 
Joel Best,' a UD socior ogy' professor who has studied re- ',': 
ports of candy-tampering, says parents s~oufdn't worry. , 

fr,oc,l(in~l' 
f·pri .. ~:; ',' R 

, . ~ 

r que t· d 
Dioces~'-seeks Vatican actioti' , ' 
following sexual abllse charges 

By BETH MILLER 
The News Journal . 

Officials of the Catholic Djocese' of Wilmington ~on­

,~ 

!frrmed Thursday that they have asked the Vatican to re­
move from the priesthood the former Delaware priest ar* 
rested last week on charges of sexually abusing a' 
Syracuse, N. Y.; boy. . . .' . '. . .:. 
. Diocese spokesman Robert G. Ifrebs said the diocese 

made- the request to the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith last Friday, the day after the Rev. Francis G. 
DeLuca, 771 was .arrested and charged " ' . 

. : with several counts of sexual abuse and 
.. 'one count or endangering the welfare of 
)a.chiJd. 

;~~:vfi~}\~P[~ri0~~'~':~;f'~'~pollce say DeLuca confessed' 
. 'f; the boy, now 18, 'over a five~ . 

. ~ . year He was arraigned ,Wec1n'es~ . 
; day, according··to Assistant District At .... ·· 
.. torney ·Karl Armstrong. He is sch~duled 

,>:'. to appear iIi. Syracuse City CotU1 on Nov: , 
", 13/Armstrong said.. , '. 
··:·,.·~:'·.DeLuca was removed from public' The Rev. Fran­
·;'.·ministry and forced· to retire in 1993, cis G. DeLuc~a 

~~~~~~~J..::2~tH~~ '" I .... , .wh~n allegations. of ~'exua1 abuse arose 77, confessed' 
;~ . The News Journamo'aE:irr'cRAIG': .~ "; ~~~e he was·aprIest.n~ Dela,w~e. . to molesting a 
'graders at Albert H. Jones Ele~ehia.rY ,/. '/ .:.: ':.~ Removal from ml.mstry :,s Just that. - boy.over·a .. 

',of Commerce. . '!!;{: .. ~l:;%\>( ·.L~E~~!~~:a~dif:~:f~~~~V;~~b:-:. 
. - Laicization - what some people call saId .. , . 

710' . S'C' hoo'I .co 'f' da' y' "defrocking" - can be requested by a " .: .... 
j . . . .. : 1 ~ . . .. priest,' bishop or diocese, Krebs said. The process c~n 

:. ~ , .' . " .". take months, he said.. . . '" 
Krebs could not say Thursday if the Wilmington dio­

cese has ever requested a laicization or if there were any 
other such requests pending. . '. ' . ;. _,. . . 

. DeLuca,was a priest in Delaware for 35 years;' then 
moved to Syracuse in 1993 after being removed from min-, . 

. ' is try here. He has not returned phone messages left by ; 
. TheNewsJourn~ .. ~··., .'. ~:"'_ '.' ... , ,'. ,. /, 
:i·:tQnlait.B~t1i MjUd.at 3¥4:2784 or h;niller®.del~lli~teo~li~c.com.-::· ~.~' .~; \ ~ 
:::t::y I}~~:~t ' .... /' :~,.' .'·f .': .... ; :" :. ':~:r ; ....... :. -r;·} .. :;." ~". ' . 
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i~~,,:;' ~llli!lltttilfiJ.t· i ~'~d 
.:"~:.,.\' :t111atif rnYirie~ds,f~~d . 

.. ,':' ;': 'out they~uld think I was 

~ -:-. notclean.J
) 

From Oct.; 19; ~OOG, statement t.o 
" Syracuse police 
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. ~~ . 
Sex:Uill. aWse;6f mfuOIS, is. -~ 
llimg.in·YoUr diocese' in ,':~ 
the toWn .OfsyIacuse, NY' ,: 

From Oct. 2, 2003, from 
Wilmington Bishop Michael A. 

. Sa Ita rem 

,": . .I ."" ."' ,~,. 1; '" .t ... ~,"': ." ~ 

' ....... " : ..... , ... . 

.- .", , . 

penallit~~.::(:;:.'''·: .... ; ...... ; ....... :;., .... .. 

1&~~~,~.::::;'<;;at{1~ou~·:P~~~~l 

thriR~vA·ranc:ifGU:;ietuea from":: .:' : .. '" .... . ., 

., ., 

,.' . 

wU,ri·ingtt.r.d3Ishop· Midhh1:eil A: 'i '.' . ;':".! .;}:.:.';:.. . U '.: :: . 
. ~'.' ."..:.:. . Salt~~eUl': .'4;tg OJr~:v. ~~-off'9!d~r list; 'ID?-d 

; ' ... , ... (' '. __ : j. . .fteff(jf. a~y s~p~S10n.QF.'fOun"· 

. . . : ... ~~~i;" :;:'<."~ .... /.: .. ~.;.:: .. :;~:.,~~ '. ~ ~ ~~~fb~Y',&~~1~:~ari'~~~em t~ .. 
tb.e abuse. " ". ba~~~~(t .~h~~: ~~t,J)e<?f.1~. ~etite .. ·:· :and<::fu6YI:(;~.~rw.· ·,.'·~ai~ 

"All aspects pf the case, In,,: W-P':;> I ~~k ~l~. p~~~~. :.'B9~ €harles':aan~:Ko'f'Bf4:dWmsville, 
71ucl~ng .~e 'c~~n of"disc!9~;Qr~; . di()c~~es ~~~ ·p.~~P~~ .. :;tO~·:~J1~rt. .. ~ 1~~~~·~i~~tfi4.·~¥p~~~f~f~SUr:' . 
IS bemg mvesngatep. ·he ~~Q ..... ' dbus~ tt?:.pt~.~~,~~ije~.: .. l,.~; I.'. ~ .. yiYors 'NetWo.rtt;9t~tfBe Abus~~ . 

In audits· caiiducted by the' ~~Ui~~ .4!~~~.~' .~~s: ~~fQ.~¢d : 15Y' Pries.ts.mi\l~ii·;~um~o(of:clel''' . 
V·S~· !lis~ops con:rerence. 1?ot:b .$~}i~h,le.s of .p~e~ ac.,?us~~.;o~ ·)tv..se~~B::tn9~:~1i::.!; ;!;'~.< .. ; .. ;"._".:' .. ' ... 
tbe Wilmington and 'Syracuse dl:: ~exualabuse. '.~' .. ' .' .'.' ':: '.~" : ~~'N.{\lJJn.~g:=:~tQpW' ~e.m'·:;~''J?4ey .. 
oceses were foi¢~ to be in com- . Clo~essY':: 'Satd ·:u\'···.·t~::·?,OO ·onty;".ehange·~ ... M:~.~~5/.!:·.' .. s:md ' 
pliance willi 'policies' to protect priests· cOUld be' liVIng'.' lri·yth~ Bail~y;' wh~~e·!'"::~elf .. p'ubfi~lied· 
children -from sexual abus~ .. Both 1Jrriteril·.;.St{l~e~".in '$'c~a~ce5. . bOOK' 'a~6iw'·mt:··;e.m:eli~:. Win 
dioceses' have 'policies ·that ~- . ~e DeLue~.~:: .. ·~~~d· and .. re~ :·be.recl~~Se,<t)l~~riiontb,:·:/"-: '. ' . 

. elude·ttahiing 'for church' voltin~ ceiving. ~ ~li~~~n. ::p'e:tm.jQ~, no~ R~rj~, K; ~aClti{iJEf:t~h-be.r~fue.d~f :. 
teers ahd employ~s and requite cbarg~.w.itb .. ,a c:riJP.e..nor,lap~~: :,rga~~ya~¥acu~t~:~r.{P9--i~W~;.·::.:; '.; . 

. ,.111 III ml.l. ,~ ~!( . ";."ili_iiJ.·ili.'I~.· ;' .. ' ~11 is ·"ilifUjl~·' "]Jii:($ii' " ... 
'. . '. .. " '. 
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NORMAti R.NEVJMAH 
OAIIJ[)H.I(U;lMAI'J 
JON Il.MlELS 
MElVIN R. IWIIE!. 
1.AWR..."NCEF.OOROCl«: 
JEl'l'REYA.ABAAMS 
JAMe; H. SCHWN'IZ 
WALTEIl E. WOU:. JR 
.w.m.5r. MOI..CIY 
NIOI'l£W A. Kl.ElWII'I 
RlCHARO O. KISSEl. U 
MARK R. WAlERl'1U. 

Anthony G. Flynn 

WIllJAM L O'CONNOA 

KAAINLIlEAICH 
JOtll\~ G. FOI.AK 
1IN000l1IJ.E M. MIl1%B. 
MaJSSAJ. DEGAOf!' 
JOANN H. W\SON 
BRYAN B. WCOiJRUfi' 
CYNllilAM.KlRK 
IlAVlOE.lO'l£SS 
IUKi L WHIGIiI' 
JASON C. FARMER 
H. ANTOIIIO SETZER 

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN 
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

ONE AMERICAN SQUARE 
SUITE 2300 
BOX 82008 

INDlANAPOUS. IN 46282 
(317) 632·3232 

FACSIMILE 
(317) 632-2982 

www.dannpecar.com 

February 12, 2003. 

Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP 
The Brandywine Building 
1000 West Street, 17th Floor 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

RE: J olm Doe (Michael Ward) v. Francis DeLuca~ 
St. Jo1m The Beloved Catholic Church, and 
The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington 

Dear Mr. Flynn: 

OFCO\.JtlSEI.. 
l.ItJOAll. CANTOR 

fUCIWIOJ.IlAFIKO 

EFlICM.1fVL1OI'I 
STEVEN M. PECAA 

Cl-'.ARIJ!SA.AICHMm.'O 

1!lQ5.'!193 
Tl1ECJOCl1lERIlANN 

l1r.l1l-2000 
1'lilU? D. fECAl! 

lDJ1·21lOl 
noamr A. RCS~ 

l!1:l2'1!195 
JOaVONOIIER 

Enclosed is a courtesy copy of the Complaint which we are filing this date in the above­
captioned matter. If you have any questions, please let me know. 

MRW/rw 
Enclosure 

cc: Michael Ward 

C:\N rPortb 1\DPNK\Cc\8346 8 5 _l.DOC - 02112/200312:07 PM/cc 

Very truly yours, 

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN, 
oration 

Mark R. Waterfill 
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STATE OF INDIANA . ) MARION COUNTY COURT ------
) SS: 

COUNTY OF MARlON ) CAUSE NO. 

JOHN DOE, ) 
) 

Plaintiff ) 
) 

~. ) 
) 

FRANCis DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE ) 
BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and ) 
the CATHOLIC·DIOCESE OF ) 
WILMINGTON, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

COlVIPLAlNT 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, by counsel, hereby brings this complaint against Defendants, 

FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATIIOLIC 

DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, Delaware., and in support thereof states: 

1. This Complaint is brought by Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, who is a resident of 

Indianapolis, Indiana and fOImer member of ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC 

CHURCH in the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, Delaware, where FRANCIS 

DELUCA worked as a priest. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, complains of assault, battery, 

negligence and bre~ch of implied contract. 

2. This Court has venue over this cause in that the Plaintiff is a resident of 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

3. The Plaintiff, JOHN DO~, was a minor at all times material hereto, but has now 

attained the age ofmajority. 
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4. Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, was and IS an 

ecclesiastical nomenclature that designates those members of the Roman Catholic Church who 

reside in the Counties of New Castle, Kent and Sussex in the State of Delaware and the Counties 

of Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico and Worcester 

in Maryland. The Diocese maintains its principal place of business and/or main office in 

Wilmington, Delaware and is divided into parishes of which ST. JOHN" THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, an unincorporated association, is but one. 

S. Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, was and is an 

unincorporated association of the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, doing business in 

the State of Delaware. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, ST. JOHN" THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, in conjunction with the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, owned, Inanaged, controlled and/or supervised the business of the Defendant, 

ST. JOHN T~ BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, for the benefit of those persons working at 

the church and for the benefit of those parishioners v{ho are members of that parish~ including 

the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

6. Upon infonnation and belief the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, is currently a 

resident of the State of New York. 

7. At all times ·material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA~ was employed 

by the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, as an Associate Pastor, during 

the time of the incidents complained of herein. 

8. On numerous occasions during the time that the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a . 

parishioner of the Defendant~ ST. JOHN' THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, the 

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, unlawfully fondled, molested, touched) abused) sexually 
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assaulted andJor battered the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE) while an Associate Pastor at the Defendant, 

ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

9. . The fIrst instance of sexual abuse) as described more particularly in paragraph 9, 

occurred in a Manhattan hotel in 1958, while the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, the Defendant, 

FRANCIS DELUCA, and others were on a retreat sponsored by Defendant, ST. JOHN THE 

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

10. FRANCIS DELUCA's sexual abuse of the Plaintiff, as described more 

particularly in paragraph 9, continued until 1960. 

11. FRANCIS DELUCA fraudulently concealed the ~buse from the Plaintiff, JOHN 

DOE, and from JOI-IN DOE's parents, preventing them from learning of the abuse. 

12. FRANCIS DELUCA violated a fiduciary duty to JOHN DOE to report the abuse 

to authorities. 

COUNT I 

NEGLIGENCE AGAINST ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 

THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILlVIINGTON 

13. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reavers and realleges paragraphs 1 through 12 of the 

Complaint as if the same were fully set out herein. 

14. At all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a parishioner at ST. 

JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and was involved in many activities at said 

church. 
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15. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was acting in 

the course and scope of his employment with the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 

16. On numerous occasions during the time that the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was 

participating in activities a~ or sponsored by the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, and a parishioner at the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, unlawfully fondled, Inolested) 

touched, abused, sexually assaulted andlor battered the Plaintiff, JOH:N DOE, while an Assodate 

Pastor at the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and both on the 

premises of the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and elsewhere. 

17. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH andior the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON) 

owed to its employees and parishioners, especially those of tender years such as the Plaintiff~ 

JOHN DOE, the duty of biring persons reasonably suited for teaching, counseling, spiritually 

guiding, supervising and leading employees and parishioners of the Defendant~ ST. JOH:N" THE 

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

18. The Defel1dan~ ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH andlor the 

Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, their agents, servants, andlor 

employees, breached their duty to the Plaintiff, JOlIN' DOE, in one or more of the following 

ways: 

A. Negligently hiring the Defendant, FRANCiS DELUCA, who the said 

D~fendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the Defendant, 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, knew or in the exercise of reasonable care, 
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should have known) was unsuited for teaching, counseling, spiritually guiding~ 

supervising and leading employees and parishioners of then tender years such as the 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

B. Negligently failing to make inquiries into the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA's background, qualifications, reputation, work history, and/or criminal history 

prior to employing him in the capacity of Associate Pastor; or in the alternative, 

i. The Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATIIOLIC 

CHURCH, and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, 

did make such inquiries) bu~ did so in an unreasonable, negligent andlor 

incomplete marmer; or in the alternative., 

11. The Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, and/or the Defendant,' CATHOLIC' DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, 

did make reasonably inquiries: but failed to act on such information in a 

reasonably prudent manner for the protection and safety of the employees and 

parishioners of the Defendant, ST. JOHN TIiE BELOVED CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, andior the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMmGTON, 

and the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, in particular. 

c. Negligently failing to have any procedures for conducting background 

checks prior to hiring its associate pastors/priests or other persons responsible for the 

supervision of its employees or parishioners; or in the alternative; 

i. Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH) 

anc1Jor the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, did have 
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procedures for conducting background checks as described above, but failed to 

implement said procedures; or in the alternative, . 

ii. Defendant) ST. JOHN TIffi BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON~ did have 

procedures for conducting background checks as described above, but 

implemented said procedures in a careless or negligent manner. 

D. Negligently placing the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, under the supervision of the 

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA> when the Defendant, ST. JOHN TI-IE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHlJRCH~ and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF "WILMINGTON, 

knew, or in the exercise of reasonable care should have known, that ,the Defendant, 

FRANCIS DELUCA, had propensities to commit acts of sexual assault, andlor 

molestation, and/or indecent conduct upon other persons, and especially young children 

such as the Plaintiff~ JOHN DOE. 

E. Negligently retaining the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA!) as a priest 

employed by the Defendant, ST. JOH.l\f TIlE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and/or 

the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF VlILMINGTON, notwithstanding the fact that 

said defendant knew or should have lmown that FRANCIS DELUCA had committed 

several sexual assaults and/or batteries. 

F. Negligently placing the Plaintiff) JOHN DOE, under the supervision of the 

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA) when the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, knew or in the exercise of reasonable care, should have known, that the 

Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, had propensities to commit acts of sexual assault, 
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molestation, abuse, and/or indecent sexual conduct upon young children such as the 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

G. Negligently failing to report immediately one or more prior incidents of 

suspected child abuse and/or assault to civil authorities. 

H. Instead of reporting the prior incident(s) to the civil authorities, the 

Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant, 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, allowed, the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA, to continue to teach, counsel, spiritually' guide, supervise and lead its 

employees and parishioners at ST. JOfrn THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

I. Negligently failing to follow its own procedUIes~ rules and regulations 

dealing with reprimands and/or sexual misconduct by priests;, termination notices~ reports 

of firings of priests, obtaining a recommendation from previous and/or the most recent 

employer, record keeping, perfonnance of priest evaluations and treatment, and the 

reporting of child abuse and/or suspected child abuse. 

1. Negligently failing to use reasonable care in reviewing the work record of 

the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, and/or failing to use reasonable care in 

reprimanding and/or failing to suspend the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, when 

circumstances dictated that the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, should have been 

reprimanded and/or suspended. 

K. Negligently failing to use reasonable care in determining,. subsequent to 

hire, whether the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was qualified and/or mentally fit to 

teach) counsel) spiritually guide, supervise and lead employees and parishioners of the 

Defendant, ST. JOtThT THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and of the Defendant) 
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, including children of tender years such as 

the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

19. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of the Defendant, ST. JOHN 

THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused~ 

sexually assaulted andlor battered. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, has suffered grievous mental pain, 

anguish, and suffering, as well as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological, religious, 

and social development has been permanently marre~; his ability to lead and enj oy a nonnallife . 

has and will continue to be impaired) his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and 

will continue to be impaired; all of the said injuries are pennanent and continuing in nature, and 

the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, will suffer such losses and impainnents in the future. 

20. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of the Defendant; ST. JOHN' 

THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, has in the past and will in the future be caused to pay 

sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the injuries 

sustained by him. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, demands judgment against the Defendants, 

ST. JOHN" THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, and each of them for compensatory damages and for such other and further 

relief as the court deems just and proper. 
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COUNT II 

RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR 

21. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reavers and realleges paragraphs 1 through 20 of the 

Complaint as if the same ~ere fully set out herein. 

22. On numerous occasions, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, an employee in the 

course and scope of his employment with the Defendants, ST. JOHN" THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, .un1avvfully, 

violently, maliciously and in a grossly negligent manner~ and without justification therefore, 

sexually assaulted, molested, fondled, abused and batteredthe then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

23. The said lllolestations and other acts occurred while the employee was performing 

his duties as a priest and while he was supervising other employees/parishioners of the 

Defendant, ST. JOHN 'THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and 'Defendant, CATHOLIC 

DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, who were entrusted to his care and control, and were done and 

perfonned in furtherance and during the course of the daily ope!ation of the church itself. 

24. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts, the Plaintiff, 

JOHN DOE) was in the care, control, and custody of the Defendants, FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. 

JOHl\f THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCI:I, and the CATI-IOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILlviiNGTON. 

25. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts, the Defendants) 

FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATIIOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC 

DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, had undertaken to spiritually guide, counsel~ instruct~ supervise 

and safeguard the th~n minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 
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26. The conduct of the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, as described hereinabove) 

was, at least in part, perpetrated under the guise of better serving the Defendants, ST. JOHN 

THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 

27. At the time of ,the above-described molestations and other acts, the 'Plaintiff, 

JOHN DOE, entrusted his bodily safety to the care and control of the Defendant ST. JOl-:IN TIlE 

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON's 

employee's, including the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA. 

28. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts} the Plaintiff> 

JOHN DOE, could not freely or independently walk away from the control of the Defendant> ST. 
, . 

JOHJ:\f THE BE~OVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON's employees, including the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA. 

29. By virtue of all of the foregoing' and the unique relationshlp hereinbefore 

described, the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the 

CATI-IOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON~ and their employees were under a special duty to 

protect the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, while said Plaintiff was in the Defendants' custody, 

care, and/or control. 

30. At the time of the above-described molestations and other acts, the Defendant) 

FRANCIS DELUCA, purported to act and/or speak on behalf of his principals, the Defendants, 

ST. J01m WE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON. 

31. Further, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, relied on the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA's, apparent authority while the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA~ was accomplishing 

said torts and engaging in the subject tortious conduct. 
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32. Further, The Defendan~ FRANCIS DELUCA, was aided in the commission of his 

tortious conduct by the existence of his agency relationship with the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE 

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 

33. The Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, knew or should have known that said employee 

was a threat to others including, but not limited to, the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN" DOE. 

34. TIle subject tortious conduct was committed by the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE 

OF WILMINGTON, during the course of his emplo)'lnent. That is, the tortious conduct was 

committed in the apparent furtherance of a purpose or interest of the employer, the Defendants, 

ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

VVILMINGTON. 

35. The Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON) were responsible for bringing the Defendant, 

FRANCIS DELUCA, into contact with the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

36. The tortious conduct occurred "Within the time and space limits of the Defendant, 

FRANCIS DELUCA's, employment and was engaged in, at least in part, by the'Defendant, 

FRANCIS DELUCA's perceived desire to better serve his employers~ the Defendants, ST. 

JOHl\T THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON. 

37. Between 1958 and 1960!f the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, sexually assaulted, 

molested and fondled the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE., while said Plaintiff was under the 
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care, custodYlJ and control of the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC 

CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WlLMlN"GTON., 

38. As a direct result of the foregoing, the Defendants, ST. JOHJ:\f THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, are vicariously 

liable for said torts committed by their employee, the Defendant, FRANCI$ DELUCA. 

39. Between 1958 and 1960, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, an employee in the 

course and scope of his employment with the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, unlawfully, 

violently, maliciously in a grossly negligent manner~ and without justification therefore, sexually 

assaulted and battered the Plaintiff, JOfll\f DOE. 

40, Said assaults occurred while the employee was perfomling' his duties of 

supervising employees -and counseling parishioners in his care) including the Plaintiff, JOI-IN" 

DOE. Under the doctrine of Respondeat superior, the Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, are responsible for 

the loss, injury, and damage sustained by the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

41. The P-Iaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well 

as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social develop~ent has been 

permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life has and will continue to be 

impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue to be 

impaired; all of the said injuries are permanent and continuing in nature, and the Plaintiff, JOHN 

DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future. 
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42. The Plaintiff~ JOHN DOE, has in the past and will in the future be caused to pay 

sums of money for the psycholo gical treatment and other expenses related to the injuries, 

sustained by him. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE~ demands judgment against ~e Defendants, 

ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, and each of them for compensatory damages and for such other and further 

relief as the court deems just and proper. 

COUNT III 

IN.IPLIED CONTRACT AGAINST ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCII 

AND THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON 

43. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reavers and'realleges paragraphs 1 through 42 of the 

Complaint as if the same were fully set out herein. 

44. At all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a parishioner of ST. 

JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, which was being supervised and controlled by 

the Defendant, CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 

45. At all times material h~reto) the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was employed' 

by the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH, and/or the Defendant, 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 

46. At all times material hereto, the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, was acting in 

the course and scope of his employnlent with the Defendants, ST. JOID\J' THE BELOVED 

CATHOLIC CHURCH: and/or the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 
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47. On numerous occasions between 1958 and 1960, the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA, unlawfully fondled, molested, touched, abused, sexually assaulted and/or battered the 

then minor Plaintiff, JOHN" DOE, while he was employed by ilie Defendants, ST. JOHN THE 

BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and/or the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON. 

48. At all times material hereto, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was a parishioner of ST. 

JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and an active participant in church-sponsored 

and supervised programs. 

49. By virtue of said church .. sponsorship and supervision of programs~ the 

Defendants, ST. JO:HN" THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC 

DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, were contractually obligated and responsible for the Plaintiff's 

safety, health, and weIl .. being while the Plaintiff participated in church-sponsored and supervised 

programs. 

50. _The Defendants, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCFI and the 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, breached the above-described implied contract as a 

result of their employee's sexual assault, molestation, battery, fondling and/or indecent conduct 

perpetrated upon the then minor Plaintiff, JOHN DOE. 

51. Further, the above-described implied contract was breached by the Defendants, 

ST. JOHN" THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, when they hired and subsequently retained the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA, despite the fact that his prior employment record indicated that his character, 

demeanor, background and temperament would be and were detrimental to the health, safety and 

welfare of the employees and parishioners of the Defendant, ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

CATIIOLIC CHURCH:. 
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52. Further, the above-described implied contract was breached by the Defendants, 

ST. JOH:N" THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH an~ the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, when they failed to properly monitor, supervise and/or evaluate the Defendant, 

FRANCIS DELUCA~s activities prior to the perpetration of the subject molestations. 

53. Further, the above-described implied contract was breached by the Defendants, 

ST. JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CI-ruRCH and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WILMINGTON, when they failed to terminate the employment of the Defendant, FRANCIS 

DELUCA, thereby submitting those with whom he came into contact, including the then minor 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, to a risk of bodily harm. 

54. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well 

as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social development has been 

permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life has and will continue to be 

impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue to be 

impaired; all of the said injuries are pennanent and continuing in nature, and the Plaintiff, JOHN" 

DOE, will suffer such losses and impainnents in the future. 

55. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, has in the past and will in the future be caused to pay 

sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the mjuries 

sustained by him. 

WHEREFORE) the Plaintiff, JOffi\J DOE, ·demands judgment against the Defendants, 

ST. JOHN' THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH: and the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

WlLMlNGTON, and each of them for compensatory damages and for such other and further 

relief as the court deems just and proper. 
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COUNT IV 

ASSAULT AND BATTERY AGAINST FRANCIS DELUCA 

56. , The Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 55 of the Complaint 

as if the same were fully set out her~in. 

57. 'The Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, did commit and perpetrate an indecent 

sexual assault and battery upon the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, as hereinbefore more particularly in 

paragraph 9. 

58. As a direct and proximate result of the indecent" sexual assault and battery 

perpetrated by the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, the then minor Plaintiff, JOHJ:\i DOE, was 

unlawfully fondled) touched, abused, sexually assaulted andlor molested. 

59. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish) anp suffering, as well 

as deep psychological fear;' his mental, psychological and social development has been 

pennanently marred; 'his ability to lead and enjoy a normal life lias and will continue to be 

impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue to be 

impaired; all of the said injuries are pennanent and continuing in natuI'e, and the Plaintiff, JOHN 

DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future. 

60. The Plaintiff, JOHJ:1 D,GE) has in the past and will continue in the future, been 

caused to pay sums of money for the psychological trea1ment and other expenses related to the 

injuries sustained by him. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, delnands judgment against the Defendant, 

FRANCIS D~LUCA, for compensatory damages and for such other and further relief as this 

court deems just and proper. 
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COUNT V 

FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 

61. The Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 60 of the Complaint 

as if the same were fully set out herein. 

62. The Defendant) FRANCIS DELUCA, concealed the fact of the abuse from the 

Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, and from the plaintiff's parents~ who would have been able to bring an 

action within the period of limitation after discovery of the cause of action. 

63. The Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, had a fiduciary duty to the Plaintiff) JOHN 

DOE, and violated that fiduciary duty by failing to disclose the abuse of the Plaintiff, JOHN 

DOE. 

64. The Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, suffered grievous pain, anguish, and suffering, as well 

as deep psychological fear; his mental, psychological and social development has been 

permanently marred; his ability to lead and enjoy a nonnal life has and will continue to be 

impaired; his ability to engage in close, personal relationships has and will continue to be 

impaired; all of the said injuries are pennanent and continuing in nature1 and the Plaintiff, JOHN 

DOE, will suffer such losses and impairments in the future. 

65. As a result of the fraudulent concealment by the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA, 

the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, was unable to discern the soUrce of the suffering described in 

paragraph 64 for over 40 years, and therefore was unable until recently to seek redress for the 

harm inflicted by the Defendant, FRANCIS DELUCA. 

66. The Plaintiff, J01fl'.l DOE, has in the pas:t and will continue in the future, been 

caused to pay sums of money for the psychological treatment and other expenses related to the 

injuries sustained by him. 
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PUNlTlVE DAMAGES 

67. Pursuant to Delaware law, the Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, reserves the right to amend 

this Complaint for the purpose of asserting claims for punitive damages against each of the three 

Defendants, FRANCIS DELUCA, ST. JOffiJ THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and the 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, on each count, after a reasonable showing by 

evidence in the record or proffered by the Plaintiff that would provide a reasonable basis for 

recovery of such damages including, but not limited to, a showing that the. conduct on the part of 

the Defendants, FRANCIS DELUCA!j ST~JOHN THE BELOVED CATHOLIC CHURCH and 

the CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON, was willful, wanton, malicious~ and inrecldess 

disregard of the rights of the Plaintiff. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL ON ALL COUNTS 

68. The Plaintiff demands a trial by jury on all counts of all issues so triable. 

By: 

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN 
Professional Corporation 

DANN PECAR NEWMAN & KLEIMAN, p.e. 
2300 One American Square 
Box 82008 
Indianapolis, IN 46282 
(317) 632-3232 

18 
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To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

cc: 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Msgr. Barres 

Msgr. J. Thomas Cini 

Fr.:DeLuca 

October 28, 2003 

Bishop Saltarelli 

In response to your memorandum of October 20, 2003 wherein you note the need 
for some testimony relating to an admission by Fr. DeLuca, please note the 
following. 

Documentation is in the file, written by Msgr. C. Lemon, stating that on November 
29, 1993 Msgr. Lemon leconfronted Frank at the rectory .. , reviewed the 
testimony I (he) had received from M. an'"'d his parents - stated the allegation and 
(1) asked if it was true. No denial." The testimony goes on to state that Fr. 
!?eLuca _ wenY.fL-1Trinity JJ t<2 discuss with Be~edi~t !}~oeschel fS$J-A- -:-~ :----- :--- --II 

r-= = == - f Med Recs. I _ - - - - - - - - -- \ 
I Redact~d ~ con ~ _ ~ - __ - - - - -

L ..:-;::::....:;, :: == = - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ . M d Recs. \ 
\ Red..?cted - Conf. e. - - - _ _ _ _ 

~~ :- - :: -- :::---:-- -'" \" 
I 

- - - - - - - - - - - f Med Recs. - - - - - - - :::- = ... -_ _ ~ = = == : = -- - Redacted ~ Con. . _ _ _ - - - - - § 

L~:~----·-~_==~:~:_-=- - ---
n In a telephone conversation with Frank on September 17, 2002) I told him of the 
allegation, made by Michael Wa~d and WardJs. 1"et~tior: fl{ ~cC!unsel. In that 
conversat1.0n I stated we were a l7.ttle confused SInce l ~ ~ -:.- L: -./ ~ was abused 
by another priest. Did M. Ward mistakenly identify Fr. DeLuca? -rSaid;! ~Would I 
be C017~ect in concluding Mike Ward was probably mistaken in accusing you 
(Frank}?}) Fr. DeLuca responded;! ('1 (you) would not be correct" in that conclusion. 
Fr. DeLuca went on to describe the incident: "There was one time on a trip .. r" 

n9/bnrtl:~·ddl1cn 

DeLuca PDF page 214 of 953



APPENDIX 4 

CDOW_FGD00277 
DeLuca PDF page 215 of 953



I: 

i • 

. ) 

...Pn ~ 1 19J3 i ~ ~~~ ,,-nJ ~~ 1 

.. ~ ~ ~L-.-4f ~ t~~.;t:) (4~ ~.1:p 

... k ~~ J-l,;.d/:u -le. JJL AU-CAJ) .J} ~~ ~ ~ .;t~. L~ 

Il' ." 

~.L~ • 

. ~. 

~ dl~ 28 ;9'73 
I i 

.. 

. &Xu-c<u ~ ..Jl.L...~ .c.--y., v~ -'(f a-l': A:c. ft4 ~ 

~f~, /¥e. ~ JWo ~~-

DeLuca PDF page 216 of 953



;2, 

· . 

.. ~~ v~. !I;::--~ ~ ~ 1-

.. 

· tk. ~ /~ " +~. ;g...>2-:/~ ~ 'to fn'VL;""; 
~ / 

· . 

. ,to r L ~ ,.O.k.Q.. trzte./2..., p ~.~ ~~~ au...... 

.. ~ ~ ~ ~ -4",,->-. Uw:r ~ tr-4-o.t2~Ad 
.. t/loJ:; ..k-~ ~L. /~ ~ 1Jlvz;,;t: jL J 

.~ fJ-<>-rnL , ~ r-t-?-. A- -'-aJ 

,~10 ~ f-~A-~XL~-r ko~~ 

.~ ~ k ~ k-~ to ~'d-J_' 

.. ~ 1 !~r ~k fi~ az ~- A--J~ 

.,.L-,,; ~. ,/ik ~ &£01:. ~ ~ k ~ 

.. 

, ,:to ~ !-r- +;c.. & ~ '-<-t!-oJ Fo cfX: ~ C-o-t- /7 
.. ~~~ ~ ~ +~~.f::o ~ 

CDOW_FGD00279 DeLuca PDF page 217 of 953



.3. 

I 

ttL tIL ~ 1 t-k- ~J ~ ~L ~ ~ 

. 1M ~.,::t:.&~ ~ ~ ~"-G ~ ~ ~ ~ 

.,~ /1:0 du.-~AJ ~ ~~ k . .l-&~ ~ 

.. ~ra.-~~/ ~'L,)~ 
,-

~ . /~~ .. ~ .:bi~ jo .ft., ~ 7~' 

.. 

. :;to ~~ ~~~~aL: 

~ ~~ .:f:o ~ ~ U-;;c t::/kd ~ 
CDOW_FGD00280 

DeLuca PDF page 218 of 953



.~.~ ~ ~.~~~~ . .JLL~ 

'~r' 
u.~h~ 29) /9'13 ~J 7~ 0e. ;J.-'!..X~ 

"...-.... 

.~ .Ai.d ~' ~.-u~ rn-o ~ c~ 

.tt.-~~~ ~~ 4.LcX~~ 

.iLL ';~ .. ~/ A ~~L dld ~ 

~<JJ/)1-O ~ ~e.-J::: I .qLO ~? ) ~ ~ 
~WL~, ~fo#~ .~~~. 

'~~~1~"rrJ- ~"7' 
JL/Yc lfd~ 3 0 , lq'i3 J) ~ Xe. A-~Xu.&< 

.. Jo ~ ~ /~ ~ ~~ 'h.u-- P 
r-~r71j~~:to ~ 

I ::: ::::: = = = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -=--:::. -::--::. "I 
~ , __ -_ - Redacted - Canf. Med. Recs~ ~_- , ~ d 

(1 L ~ == :: ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- ----:... ----

CDOW_FGD00281 
DeLuca PDF page 219 of 953



~(f- +~. A-___ ;(~ -Ao-<2l J~ ~ }:;Jj,..-J 

~ Mz. ~ ~~'-' .-LA--io ~ "'-' ~ ) 

~~~~~~~ 
.. ~, 

CDOW_FGD00282 DeLuca PDF page 220 of 953



APPENDIX 5 

CDOW_FGD00283 
DeLuca PDF page 221 of 953



Memo to File 
 

l 1.-, t. - I.... ~, 

Mr.  contacted this office in late August 2004 after a friend of his strongly 
urged him to report to the Catholic diocese the abuse he suffered back in the 1960's. I 
met with Mr.  on September 13, 2004 at 8t. Ann's Parish at 10:00 in the 
morning. Our discussion lasted about 1 hour and 40 minutes. The discussion was 
p1easant. Mr.  was respectful, mature, and unemotional in his relaying his 
account of the abuse and his problems, at least in part caused by the abuse. The 
communication between us was excellent. 

In addition to hearing what Mr.  had to say, I tried to apologize on behalf of the 
church, acknowledging the fact that we had mismanaged the abuse issue in the past, 
particularly in regard to the priest he had spoken of. I encouraged him to call me at any 
time should he have any need for further discussion, spiritual direction, or advice he 
thought I could give him. In addition to offering an apology, I also advised him of the 
policy of the Diocese, to provide assistance for on-going counsell therapy, and spiritual 
guidance; our willingness to payout of pocket costs for- any professional services he 
would require; and our willingness to pay for out of pocket costs he had to absorb up to 
this time related to therapy, counseling, or testing related to the abuse. 

He reported that the abuser is Fr. Frank Deluca. Mr.  stated that he was 12 or 
13 when the abuse occurred. He described how Father paid particular attention to him 
in little ways, expressing thanks for the boy's faithfulness of serving MassI asking him to 

, help do errands around the rectory or for him. At one point he was invited to help count 
the collection. One day Father said they needed to do some things at the rectory that 
involved several hours so he should ask his parents if he could stay overnight. 
Permission was given. That night the first abuse was committed. He made reference to 
yet another abusive incident on a trip to Salisbury. Fr. Deluca asked Mr. 's 
parents if he could ride down to Salisbury with the priest. It would be an overnight. He 
also made mention of Father allowing him to drive his brand new 1962 black, red 
interior, Chevrolet. All in aU, although he did not go into any detail, in answer to my 
question, Mr.  said that the abuse occurred five or six times. He described 
himself as having been ashamed. He tried to avoid Father whenever possible. He went 
on to Salesianum. I asked him if he suffered any kind of cruelty or abuse by priests at 
Salesianum. No abuse. One priest did hit him with a trigonometry book. He reacted 
and pushed the priest. I think he also hit the priest, for which he had been suspended. 

He never told his parents of the abuse because he thought (a) they would not believe 
hirn; (b) because of the high regard they had for priests. He had an uncle who was a 
priest and an aunt who is a religious nun. It was also during a time when you just did 
not say anything about such things. He is aware of at least one more victim whom he 
named to me (who has yet to come forward), He did warn his brother to stay away from 
Fr. Deluca I but did not indicate why_ In later years, raising his own boys, he forbad 
them to serve Mass as a protective step. 

He knew the name of the Bishop who administered the Diocese at the time of the 
abuse. And he also knew that Fr. Deluca obviously was transferred. I stated that Fr. 

alll 9/13/04 
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Deluca was transferred, that diocesan officials at that time probably were aware of the 
abuse, but that is the way it was handled. I apologized for the cover up and for the 
church's inability to cope appropriately with the situation. He expressed thanks for my 
candor. I also shared with him the fact that another case involving Fr. Deluca had 
come to light in the late 1980's or early 1990's (need to check the files) and at that time, 
the then Bishop, removed Fr. Deluca from ministry permanently. Fr. Deluca has not 
able to function publicly as a priest since then. In view of the Charter, the present 
Bishop also restricted Father even further, forbidding him from representing himself as a 
priest, wearing the collar, etc. 

Mr.  is 55 years of age. He is married with two sons, I believe he said they 
were ages  and  both are students at the University of Delaware. He is a member 
of St. John the Beloved Parish in Wilmington, DE (it appears he is a lifelong member ... 
he grew up there and there is where the abuse began). He is a salesman for 

 He makes a good appearance. His self expression 
is concise, vocabulary is good. He was unhesitant explaining the abuse and his 
personal problems and most willing to share all of his concerns. Mr.  went to 
St. John the Beloved Elementary School; he was a server at Mass. He described 
himself as very service oriented when he was a kid, always willing to help people. He 
spoke of even having thought about being a priest in the 6th and 7th grades·... prior to 
the abuse. He went to Salesianum High School for his first three years of high school 
and he finished his senior year at Dickenson High School. Following his graduation ... I 
am not sure if it was immediately after graduation or sometime after that ... he and a 
number of buddies joined the Marine Corps. He gave service to his country in Vietnam 
in 1969 and 1970. In the course of our discussion he did not discuss what went on in 
Vietnam but did make an oblique remark about having been stationed near the area 
where Lt. Calley IIdid his thing. II Sometime after returning home from the service 
stated that he never thought he would come home alive), he married. For the first 10 
years of their marriage there were no children. He described himself as getting into the 
bottle early, perhaps for a sustained period of time for 5 or 6 years. When he and his 
wife were finally blessed with children he decided to change his life so that he could 
model appropriately to his children. He had kept the secret of his abuse from anyone 
and everyone. He said that he lived in fear that people would find out. The abuse was 
multiple and he apparently blames himself for having aHowed it to go on. 

related that after having had their first child, there was an accident one day where 
his tea spilled on his little boy. He rushed him to the hospital thinking he had scalded 
him. It was at that point he broke down and told his wife that he was under much 
pressure about things that happened in his life, among them the abuse. This was the 
first time he made a disclosure to anyone. 

He suggested that he has been bothered bya number-of happenings in his life, but in 
particular the abuse ... especially when there was pressure. However, he put on a 
good face, to use his expression, to be supportive to his two boys and to his wife, 
although he did admit to having a very short fuse, being angry often, and getting upset 
over little things, particularly with his wife. (He later related that his wife came from a 
verbally abusive mother.) In recent years he has been suffering from depression ... 

al1  2 9/l3/04 
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probably suffered from depression in the past but did not or refused to recognize it. He 
was active in his parish; athletics, coaching kids; a member of the Athletic Association. 
He had not practiced his faith until his children came along. Then he decided that he 
had to model to them. He returned to church. He says he never went to confession 
since he was 13 years of age. 

He described having to fight with his demons through most of his adolescenrand adult 
life 1 suppressing the abuse. It was on the occasion of the terrible events of 9-11 that 
pressure began to build up and his worries were in such an extreme that he lost much 
sleep. worried about all kinds of things, had flashbacks of what happened in his life. He 
described his basic approach as protective again of his children, worried that the 
country would be torn apart, that the President had to reintroduce the d raft. He worried 
about work. He said always his worries and his nighttime dreams included thoughts 
about the abuse. Finally in the spring of 2004 it got so bad he was fearful of breaking 
down completely and thus sought the assistance of a psychiatrist and a therapist. He 
spent some outpatient days at the Rockford Center. He got so depressed that he could 
not work for a couple months. Currently he is under the care of a psychiatrist at St. 
Francis Hospital and also a therapist, a woman at the University of Delaware. 

I asked him if any of his depression and anger was related to the war or other events in 
his life and he admitted yes, but stated everything goes back to the abuse. 

He described his relationship with his wife as great, saying she is very patient, 
especially in view of his outbursts of anger which evidently occurred often. He is under 
medication to control the depression and other psychological issues. His wife has told 
him recently that the outbursts have become less frequent since he has been taking the 
medication. The doctor tells him he will not be on medication all of his Iifel that they will 
gradually take him off it as he begins to become more calm and comfortable. 

We then talked about what the Catholic Diocese could do for him. (Prior to that I again 
offered apology.) I described our policy. He decided that he would stay with his 
psychiatrist. However, he does not feel the woman with whom he IS taking therapy is 
helping. I spoke to him about our Victim Assistance Coordinatpr, Beth Krieger, and I 
gave him her telephone number. (Subsequently Beth advised he called.) I told him that ".,. 
the Diocese would pay for any out of pocket expenses going forward and I asked him 
also that if he could possibly determine what his out of pocket expenses had been in the 
past for abuse related issues, we would consider reimbursing part or all of it. 

I advised him of our protocol with the attorney general, that we would report any past 
abuse reported by an adult provided we had their permission. 

We ended the interview with a promise for prayer and once again the invitation to talk 
with him at any time .. 

Msgr. J. Thomas Cini 

all  3 9/13/04 
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Diocese of wilmington 
Post Office Box 2030 

wilmington. Delaware 19899-2030 

Office of the Bishop 

Reverend Francis DeLuca 
Post Office Box 2030 
Wilmington, DE 19899 

Dear Father DeLuca: 

December 13, 1993 

This will confirm in writing my acceptance of your retirement as an 
Associate Pastor of St. Joseph on the Brandywine as well as from active 
public ministry as a priest for reasons of health. 

Accept~ng your resignation and approving early retirement is a very 
painful duty for me. I remember you'r years of faithful service to this 
diocese. Only you can agonize more than lover the tragedy that your 
actions of_s~ ~~~~ars_ago has caused you and the Church. Having heard 
the c= = - :::::: : ~ -=--"1 .::: ::.--: -:1 this is the only way we can address the real 
grave pastoral concern that confronts us because of those actions. It is 
understood that you will not function publicly as a priest without seeking 
specific permission to do so. 

Your retirement will be under the provisions of the retirement plan 
inaugurated for the priests of our Diocese. Rev. Msgr. J. Thomap Cini, 
Vicar for Administration. will be pleased to discuss the provisions of 
this plan with you and arrange for your pension payments. 

It is understood that you plan to return to your home in Syracuse, New 
York to live. 

Notice of your retirement will be published in The Dialog and general 
press on Friday, December 17, 1993 with the effective date immediately. 

Frank, you will always have a special place in my prayers and Masses. May 
God watch over you and guide you always but especially in these days and 
months which I know will be particularly painful. Keep close to God. 
Please remember me in your prayers. 

,.' 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

'*" \2, -& -M ",--l.~ 
Most Reverend Robert E. Mulvee 
Bishop of Wilmington 

.7/ 
G-Bcc: Msgr. Clement P. Lemon!, Vicar for the Clergy 

:. 
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DIOCESE OF "WILMINGTON 

OFFICE OF mE BISHOP 

Rev. FrancisBeLU: 
Fahey Court 
100 Pastime . ,Apt. 307 
Syracuse, NY 13208 

Dear Father DeLuca: 

POST OFFICE Box 2030 
WUM1NGTON, DE 19899~2030 

(302) 573~3100 

September 30,2003 

As the Diocese of Wilmington prepares for the audit of the National Review Board of our 
compliance with the Essential Norms, I wanted to put in 'writing for the record our 
unders tanding wi th you. 

In accord with the Essential Nonns prepared by the Mixed Comnussion of Bishops and 
accepted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, you are not permitted to 
celebrate Mass publicly or to administer the sacraments. You may not wear clerical garb 
nor present yourself publicly as a priest. You are to lead a life of pra yel' and penance. 

These are painful days for the Church and I know that they have been painful days for 
you personally. I ,.yill contin~le to keep you and your intentions in my prayers_ 

/psb 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

+L·~Q·b~· 
Most Reverend Michael A, Saltarelli 
Bishop of \Vilmingtol1 

F 

DeLuca PDF page 228 of 953



APPENDIX 7B 

CDOW_FGD00291 
DeLuca PDF page 229 of 953



DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON 

OFFICE OF TIlE BISHOP 

Most Reverend John Moynihan 
Bishop of Syracuse 
POBox511 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

Dear Bishop Moynihan: 

POST OmCE Box 2030 
WlI.. ... !I:-;GTON, DE 19899-2030 

(302) 573-3100 

October 2, 2003 

In accord \vith the Essential Norms, I am alerting you that Reverend Francis DeLuca of 
the Diocese of Wilmington who has been removed from active ministry because of 
credible allegations of the sexual abuse of minors is living in your diocese in the town of 
Syracuse, NY. He lives in a private residence. 

If you should ever be in need of more detailed information, please do not hesitate to calL 

Thank. you for your assistance. 

/psb 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~v·uQkwM· 
j 

Most .Reverend Michael A. Sa1tarelli 
Bishop ofvVilmington 
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DIOCESE OF \X7iLMINGTON 

OFfICE Of THE BISHOP 

POST OffiCE Box 2030 
WJL\II:-':CTON', DE 19899-2030 

(302) 573-3100 

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 Cilta del Vaticano 
Palazzo del S. Uffizio ROME 

PROT. N. 478/2003-20156 
PROT. N. 477/2003-20155 
PROT. N. 460/2003-20154 
PROT. N. 476/2003-20153 

Dear Arcbbishop Amato: 

Thank you for your October 28, 2004 letters in regard to: 

November 8, 2004 

Reverend Douglas Dempster ~ Prot. N. 478/2003~20156 
Reverend JolIn Sarro - Prot. N. 477/2003-20155 
Reverend Francis G. DeLuca - Prot. N. 460/2003-20154 
Reverend 'Villiam Irwin - Prot. N. 476/2003-20153 

These situations have an been settled. The priests are aU retired and no longer in 
active ministry. They are all c1assified according to the Essential Norms, 8E: 

If!! the pellalty of dismissal frol11 the cleric([l state has !lot beeJl applied (e.g., for 
reasons of advanced age OJ' infirmity), tlte offender ought to lead a life of prayer" aud 
penance. He will flot be permitted to celebrate Mass publicly or to adl1zinister the 
sacraments. lIe is to be bzstl'lLCted ltot to Weal' clerical garb~ or to present hbllself 
publicly as a priest. " 

Therefore, I have determined that there is no need to process these cases further 
with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Thank you for your kind 
consideration :and assistance. 

/psb 
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CO~GHJ~GATIO 

PRO DOCTRlN.L~ FIDEI Pabzw tid S. Uflizk, 28 October 2004 

460/2003-20154 
PR<l'I'.:\. . . . . ................ .. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Excellency, 

On 13 January, 2004, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith wrote to 
Your Excellency requesting more cOlnplete information on the case of the 
Reverend Francis G. DeLUCA, a priest ofyaur diocese who has been accused of 
the sexual abuse of a minor. A tabulated fann was enclosed with our letter to 
assist Your Excellency in gathering the necessary infonnation. 

To date, this Dicastery has received no response to our request nor any of the 
tabulated infonnation ,needed to facilitate our study of the case. I enclose another 
copy of the tabulated form for your convenience and ask that Your Excellency 
respond to this request as soon as possible. 

With gratitude for Your Excellency~s assistance in these matters, I remain 

Enclosure 

His Excellency 
The Most Reverend Michael SALTARELLI 
Bishop of Wilmington 
Office of the Bishop 
P.O. Box 2030 
Wilmington, DE, 19899-2030 
UNITED STATES OF AlvIERlCA 

Yours devotedly in the Christ, 

~~~ 
ffiAngelo Alnato, SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Sila 

Secretary 
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r, " ··:-;::'·i .. ~;",:L,_, , 

.": 't .. DE LUCA', 'FRANCIS G~~GE --'-'- ~ ~ --=:=.--= 'I 

?" ____ .Date_of-.b.lr._th.: ___ ~_ugl..H~~t 1 J .. 19~9 ... '-' ~. . .... ---'. '---1.=- ~ __ - ~ - ~ - ~:-~. __ -:. ~ 
. ! ___ ~.:P.lace_.of._.blr.th: .. _ ... Sy~a,cJ.1s.e, ._N .... _Y.~ ....... , , .. ___ .. _. ~ .. ~ . ___ ._ .. < ....... __ . __ .. . .... _____ ._._. 

j ......... Ed.ucat1on: .. ·~ib~i~{~·i6~~€fo~!~~H :§~:·;Q~i~:"c~~~f~it~·-H~~~Years:-g 
. St. Andr~w' s ··Sem~nary; ··E.ochester,:-Spec .-Yr.,--2-yrs-collei 

. Christ ... the .. King _ Seminary, ~St D .J~on:;lv.enture, 2 .. yrs .~l1il .. , 
. 4 yrs Theology",- 'completed 19~8 

Date of Ordination: Februa~y), 1958 . . 
Place of Ordination: Cathedr~l of' Immaculate Conception, Syracuse 
Ordaining Prelate: Most Rev e Walter A. Foery, D.D., Bishop of Sy~acl 
Appointments: May 29, 1958, Asslt Hector, St. Fra:ncis de Sales,. Sal1i 

Pro temp. .; .. ::~.'.' ': ..... 

; 

1: 

(2) .st. John The Belo~J'S({/·Sh~~ood.Park - Feb. 4, 1961 - Asst.Pastc 

(3) Chaplain at Feri:i'i:'i~~~'strial Scho~l 
(4) St .. Elizabeth's I Wilmington' - 2/28/66 - Asst .. Past 

Removed as Chaplain of Ferris Industrial School 

(5) June.4 1 1969 - Asst. Pastor Holy Spirit Parish, New Castle 
(6) ·Ma·y··'al/1972·- Pastor: .. HolyBpirit, New Castle 
(7) June 2; 1976 ~ Pastor I St.· Matthew 1 s I Woodcrest 

8) July 15, 1982·- Appointed Dean of New Castle Deanery and elevatel 
. to. Very Reverend for a three year term 

9) July 15, 1985 - Reappointed Dean of New Castle Deanery for a three year term' 
(until July 15, 1988) •. 

10) August 25, 1986.- 'Member', Dioce~an ~jturgjcal Commission (~ year. term) 

1 ~) July I' 1988 - Declines reapPointmen't as' Dean pf New Castle Deanery' 
. . 

12) August, 1988 - Diocesan Liturgical Commission expires. Does not" seek reappoin1 
ment. 

13) May 31 1 '1989 - Assigned to Associate Pastor SL Joseph on' the Bradywine(Up 
. his ~equest). .,' 

14) Dec. 14, 1993 Retired'for reasons of health 

;i· 
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