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DECREES 

CHANCERY OFFICE 

213 CATHEDRAL PLACE 

P . O . BO)( 2..2&19 

Jilauta ~" ~. ~ 
PftOTOCOL NO . ___ -'1.:0"'2"""'5"'6 __ _ PHONE 3 .87.1 
(KINDLY ~I"Ut THIS ~U"BI:It TO YOUR III!Jl>LY) 

DECRfruM CANONICAE ERECTIONIS CONGREGATION IS 
CLfRICALIS JURIS DIOECESANI " SERVORUM 

SANCTI PARAClITI" 

Salus onlmarum :soC8Idotum lmprJmll PfQ-8 OC1Jlls hobe:ntet.. 
glorlom progressLlmque ~lla. Del volen1es promC\lerll j nos, 
Edulnus V1ncanliu$ Byrne, AA:hleplscopu. Saneta. Ad.1 in Amort", 
Septantrlonoll, perspecro periculo socardoium qui proptar dlverso. 
rationes. 51.JO dlvfno muner"1$ S!I dev.loVtllnint opportvnum duxJmuJ 
reJlglosom familiom tlarlcoiem ",ncler. quoe hUic nocoullall I,torum 
5oce.rdotum tapsorum vet petldltantfum posslt provide,..~ 

Quopropter, omnlbu$ luxto canones oHent. a)",lderatia et 
matura perpenlil vigore fOaJltoti. Nobis. con~e Q Sacro Coogr,· 
g01loo. d. Rellgl •• I., dI. 25 Mortn 1952 In reocrlpto N. 6291 ""7 
J. D.~ c:anonlca englmus congregafionem dlirica lem "Servotum So.nc:rl 
Paroelill", lurl. dloece.cml, luxto con • .492 CodIcil Jvrlo Canonic;. 
F1n~1 lpedall. iitiu' congregotionl.s dCirkall, e.st. Ope rom p rQI!I'forCi 
In emendation. CfC .-andlficatione frotnJm aoc:erdotum In domos 
aptaJ rKflptorum. Domus ge.namlftia huivi c.cngr~Qtionll arit _ In 
opptdo vu,~ nuncupoto "Jemez Spring'_ N,ew M,xlco"j at vocobrtur 
' Via Coell, • 

In nomine Patris et Filii et SpirihJs Sandi. Amen. 

Datum "Sanetae Fidei , Novi Mexia, in Statibus Foederatis Ameri
cae Septentrionolis, ex aedibus Currae Archiepiscopalis Nostree, sub 
signo sigilloque Nostris, in Dominica Pentecostes, festivJtote Spiritus 
Sancti, die prima iunii annl Domini 1952. 

L.S. fEDWIN VINCENT BYRNE 
Arc:hiepiscopus Sandae Fidei 
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OECREES 

CHANCERY OFFICE 

213 CATHEDRAL PLACE 

P. O. BOX US9 

JB- Jl"e, ~.m ~ 
PROTOCOL NO. ___ ---'1"'0"'2"-/::.5,,6 __ _ 
(KINDLY ~R£II'IX TffIS NUMBER TO YOUR fIIIEPI..Y) 

PHONE 3-8761 

DECRETUM ADPROBATIONIS CONSTITUTIONUM CONGREGATION IS 
CLERICAlIS JURIS DIOECESANI "SERVORUM 

SANCTI PAI!AClITI" 

Cum Conm"'tiones maxim! , Int mom.n~ ad RolIglasae Con
graga'fionlJ 5plrlrlJa iem vitam fovendQm o1que Clu;endam, cumque 
neceuorfae slnt ad adprobatam ar tuftrrn vivendi normam stClt
uendam, proo oculi. Religio.sorum Congregationls OIMc:alls lurl. 
dioecesonl "Servorum Sancr1 Parodi II" perfadlooem habenl •• , Con· 
rtltutiC>l\l, e!UJdern Congreg01lonls, quam dJe I fum, 1952 1n Coo· 
gregononem luril dJoec:escnl arexlmVJ,. 110ViliSime juxta S. Congrego
tfonil de ReUglosls anImodvln.lones revises, ex urto sdentiQ Q.1que 
moJUra dellberallon.. auctorirote No.lra oldlna"a, p<ouen,lum 
"tteue",", tanore, toto cord •• , In perpetuum odprooomUJ at con· 
flrmamus. 

Insuper, omnibus et singults supradidae Congregationis Re
Iigiosis tam praesentlbus quam fvturls ut eas In Domino ament et 
servent, tomquam Mas eorum status perfectfonis regulas, mandamus. 

liber ConstiMlonum memu Nostra sJgnatvs QC Nomo sig1ll0 
munitus ut in perpetuum In orchiv;s domus generalitioe eiusdem 
Congregotionis servetur his Utteris mandamus. 

In nomine Pa'ris, el filiI, .1 SpiritUs Sancr1. Amen. 

Datum SondOS Fidei, ex aedibul Curiae Nostrae, sub slgno et 
,Igillo No,,"s, In dIe Conve,,'on', SarICH Pauli Ap., die 23 lanuaril, 
anna DominI 1956. 

LS. 

O. A. COGGIOIA 
Cancellorius 

tEDUINUS VINCENTI US BYRNE 
Archiepisoopus Sancia. Fidei 
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CHAPTER I 

THE OBJECT AND NATURE OF THE CONGREGATION 

Article I . The general end wnicn tne Congregation of 
the Servants of the Holy Paraclete has in view is to pro
cure tne glory of God and tne sanctification of its mem
bers by the practice of the evangelical counsels and by 
the faithful observance of the Constitutions; the special 
end is tne sanctification of tneir fellow-priests by main
taining no uses of penance where, under the cloak of the 
contemplative life and the core of corporeal ills, priests 
in need of discipline or laboring under ecclesiastical cen· 
sure can find refuge, spiritual inspiration, and pnysical 
rehabilitation. The fundamental principle of tne Can· 
gregation is that "priests toke core of priests" for tne 
purpose of giving priestly direction to consecrated peni
tents wnicn only priest-directors can adequately give, 
and of snielding priestly casualties from exposure to tne 
admiration of tne laity. 

Article 2. Subject to such individual restrictions as local 
Ordinari~s may specify, the policy of tne Congregation is 
never to refuse snelter and core to any priest in need 
wno is amenable to discipline and will strive to cooperate 
in nis spiritual renabilitation. let no priest of good will 
be refused nospitality regardless of nis status or indi
gencies unless tne Code of Canon low or tne local Ordi
nary decides to tne contrary. 
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2 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 3. Let no priest be refused hospitality because 
of lack of financial means. 

Article 4. Besides the work of priestly rehabilitation in 
hauses of penance, which constitutes the special object 
af the Congregation, it will conduct parishes entrusted to 
its care and from which, as from a center, rehabilitated 
priests under the close supervision of the Servants af the 
Holy Paraclete can be sent out on parochial duties to be 
of assistance to neighboring parishes. To accept new 
parishes there must be obtained beforehand, and in each 
instance, the permission of the lacal Ordinary or, when 
Canon Law requires it, the sanction of the Holy See and 
the written permission of the lacal Ordinary. Without the 
permission of the Holy See, it is forbidden to change the 
special end, or to superadd other works of a definite and 
permanent nature which are not embraced in this end. 

Article 5. In the accomplishment of its lofty task, the 
Congregation gladly follows the prescriptions of the Code 
of Canon Law, of the S. S. Congregation of the Holy Of
fice (by reason of the penitential character of its workl, 
and of the Holy See, the least desire of which it considers 
a command. It venerates in the person of the Pope the 
principal superior of the Congregation, the Pastor upon 
whom all others depend for both the origin and for the 
exercise of their powers and whose benediction is nec
essary both for priests and for clerics in the worthy exer
cise af their functions. Respect, love and obedience to
wards the Sovereign Pontiff shall regulate all its conduct . 

Arctile 6. In order to insure dependence, the spirit of 
obedience, and continued service on its part towards the 
Holy See the Congregation will be represented at Rome 
by a Procurator General who will be in charge of all that 
concerns it. (Article 2181. 

Article 7. All houses and establishments of the Con
gregation are subject to their respective Ordinaries who 
have over them the authority determined by the Code of 
Canon Law. The members of the Congregation shall 
revere, in the persons of the Bishops, the plenitude of the 

{7 . ' 
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PART I 3 

priesthood with which they have been clothed by special 
consecration; they recognize them as the true father. of 
their Church and of the Clergy who receive from them 
thei r lows, their power, their lifel they are happy to work 
in dependence upon their jurisdiction and under their 
direction. 

Article 8. As the Congregation is dedicated and con
secrated to the Holy Ghost, and as the work proper to 
the Congregation Is that of laboring for priestly sonctifi· 
cation, it i. Attlng that special devotion to the Third Per
son of the Adorable Trinity be promoted. Hence. when
eller the rubrics permit, a votive Mass of the Holy Ghost 
shall be offered doily in the houses of the Congregation 
and the assistance of the Holy Ghost sholl be invoked 
in the community morning and night prayers. The Con· 
gregatian also professes particular devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament and to Mary, Queen of the clergy and 
Queen of the Servants of the Paraelete; it warks under 
the patronage of St. Joseph, the Holy Apostles, St. Mary 
Magdalene, SI. Augustine, St. Vincent de Paul. St. John 
Baptist Vianney, St. Therese of lisieux, and St. Pius X. 

Article 9. The members of the Congregation are united 
by the three vows of religion, namely, of poverty, of 
chastity, and of obedience. They are at first temporary, 
and afterwords perpetual. With the professed members 
of the Congregation there Is os~ated, with the permls. 
sion of the respective locol Ordi naries, a group of Oblate. 
priests who do not take vows. This group is composed of 
priests who voluntorlly assist in the apostolate of th" 
Congregation and in the work of the various houses. 
Oblate priests In actua l residence In one of the houses of ? 
the Congregation are entilled to the nome ··Servaoi of 
t~" 20raclefe" as long as they persevere In \ha..seoril;lj)..()f 
I e ammunity. The prfests, clerics and oblates of wllich 
the Congregation is composed are further united among 
themselves by the bond. of fraternal charity, by rheir 
Willingness to work efficaciously for rheir perfection, in 
dependence upon their superiors and with the helps of 

h • e 

.. - - . -

,-

SERVANTS ·2910 

or:· ~ .~ .. ~ -)': ;- \ : ~~ ~ , .:. ~ ~.:.~ ~..:" ; ·t!jt.~;·~.~ _~,.t".:- .~ 
• ... • I IT • 

-l\~~s:a:)~i~::.:~· ~:..:~':.t:"~'~::r-·; :~~_ .. :,; .. ;,.~:, ; :r~ .. ~:~. ;"l~'r~ ,,~::; .. -~ It ;:.'~ J.- .{.'" 



, 

'. 

-. 

/ 
/ 

.' 

, . -:-

'. , 
" 

, 

1/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

',:"': , . -: ' :. 

-- - --- ... - ..=- ---

4 

.. _- .-:..:...=--.-::......---..... -..... -.. h.,.;---'-. .... m .......... 6 

CONSTITUnONS 

community life. They should strive to practice all the 
ecclesiastical and religious virtues in order that their 
example may exert greater influence upon the priest
guests who are entrusted to them. 

CHAPTER" 

THE RESOURCES OF THE CONGREGATION 

Article 1 O. To attain its object, the Congregation 
forms its members: 11 to the religious life by the exer
cise of the novitiate for one year, which time may be 
extended but not beyond six months; 21 to the ministry 
of administering the Sacraments, and of preaching the 
word of God; 31 to the apostolate of assisting their 
fellow-priests who stand in need of spiritual and physical . 
help, or both, by the erection and maintenance of relig
ious houses of refuge and of penance. 

Article 11 . With regard to its material resources the 
Congregation, while trusting implicitly in the Providence 
of God, is solvent and is assured of a definite income. 
A large number of priest-patients and priest-guests are 
directed to our institutions by their respective Ordinaries 
and Religious Superiors who support their subjects by a 
monthly subsidy. For priests who lack financial support 
an annual appeal is made: 11 to the Hierarchy of the 
United States, or the country in which they are working; 
21 to all the priests of the country. Income from these 
sources, plus monies derived from auxiliary guilds, from 
Mass intentions and stipendia fulfilled by members of the 
Congregation, assures the Congregation of financial sta
bility. 

CHAPTER III 

THE ADMISSION OF CANDIDATES 

Article 12. Any Catholic who is free from canonical 
impediments, has the right intention, and Is capable of 
bearing the burdens of the religious life, can be admitted 

SERV ANTS ,2911 
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Into the Congregation. Candldatll$ who heve attended 
a seminary or college, or who have been posruiants or 
novices of another religious Order or Congregation, must 
also produC8 testlmaniol letters from the rector af the 
seminary or college, Issued after consultation with the 
locol Ordinary, or, In the case at postulcmts or novices, 
from the Major religiOUS superior. In addition to the 
testimonials requi red by law, the Superiors who have the 
right to receive candidates into the Congregation, oon 
demand of them such other testimonials as seem to them 
necessary or useful. 

Article 13. Candidates are to be admitted as such 
only by the Superior General , or, in his absence by the 
Assistant General. 

Article 14. No one can be admitted to Ihe nevitiate 
wilhout testimonial letters. For candidates in Orders it 
will suffice to have, bll$ldes me certificate of their last 
ordination, testimonial letters from all Ordinaries In 
whose dioceses they have lived after their ordination for 
over one morally continuous year. Candidates not In 
Orders must hove certificates of baptism, confirmation 
and testimonial letters from the Ordinary of their birth 
plac" and also from all other Ordinaries in whose dioceses 
they have lived 'for more than one year morally conTInu
ous after the completion of their fourteenth year. No ane 
cen be admitted to the taking of vows If he has nol pre
viously had it in his power to become acquainted with 
,he Congregation's mode of life, and all the duties which 
it "ntails, during the time and acocrdlng to the manner 
determined In the Constitutions on this matter. 

Article 15. Superiors who receive an unworthy candi
date into the novitiate against the prescriptiOns of Copon 
542, or without the testjmonial letters requ ired by Conon' 
544, are to be punished according to the gravity of their 
guilt, even by removol from their office. 

Article 16. The Superior General shall preserve Ihe 
names of all Ihe members of the Congregation in his 
reg ister . 

• 
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CONSTITUTIONS 

CHAPTER IV 

THE NOVITIATE 

1. The Novitiate in General 

Article 17. The permission of the local Ordinary is reo 
quired to erect a house of novitiate. The novitiate begins 
with the reception of the habit; the right of admitting can· 
didates to the novitiate is vested in the Superior General, 
with the consent of his Council. The Superiors will assign 
to the novitiate only religious who are conspicuous for 
their example of regular observance. 

Article 1 B. In so for as possible, the novitiate must be 
separated from that part of the house where the pro
fessed live, so that, without a special reason and the per
mission of the Superior or the Master, the novices sholl 
have no communication with the professed, nor the pro
fessed with the novices. 

Article 19. Besides the conditions required for a valid 
novitiate by Canon 542, the following are demanded 
under pain of invalidity, that the novitiate lost for one 
continuous and complete year (which is called "canon
ical"'), be mode by a candidate who has completed at 
least his fifteenth year, and he must spend that year in 
the house of the novitiate. 

Article 20. The canonical year is reckoned according 
to the calendar. Thus it is understood that the day on 
which the novitiate begins is not to be counted and the 
time expires with the end of the last day of the same 
number as the entrance day. 

Article 21. The novitiate is interrupted and must be 
made over again: 

01 if a novice after dismissal by the Superior has actual
ly left the house; 

bl if without permission of the Superior he has deserted 
the house with the intention not to return; 
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cl if for any reason, even with the permission of the • Superior, he has remained outside the house of novitiate 
for over thirty days, consecutive or otherwise, even ihough 
with the intention of returning . 

Article 22. If a novice has remained outside the house 
of novitiate for over fifteen days but not over thirty days, 
consecutive or otherwise, either with the permission of 
the Superior or through force of circumstances, and con
tinued under the obedience of the Superior, it is neces
sary and sufficient for the validity of the novitiate to 
supply the days spent outside the novitiate. If the entire 
period of absence from the novitiate does not amount to 
over fifteen days, the Superior may prescribe that those 
days be supplied, but this is not necessary for the 
validity of the novitiate. 

Article 23. The Superiors shall not give permission to a 
novice to remain outside the novitiate, except for a just 
and serious reason . 

Article 24. If a novice is transferred by his superiors 
from one house of novitiate to another, the novitiate is 
not interrupted unless the absence exceeds thirty days. 

2. The Master of Novices 

Article 25. The Congregation shall have a novitiate 
under the direction of a Superior and a Master of Novices. 
Within the restrictions of Canon law these two offices 
may be held by one person (Article 231 1_ The period of 
the NoviTIa te shal l be the required canonical year which, 
however, may be extended but not beyond a period of 
six months/ the extension of the novitiate or the dismissa l 
of a novice pertains ta t he office of the Superior General 
after consultation with his Council. 

Article 26. A Master of Novices is to be appointed for 
the t raining of tne novices. He sha ll be at least thirty
five years old, ten years professed reckoned from his 
first profess ion, and conspicuous for prudence, charity, 
plety, and religious observance; he must be a priest. 
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8 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 27. If on account of the large number of novices, , 
or for another just cause, it seems advisable to have an 
assistant master of novices, he shall be under the immedi· 
ate authority of the Master in all matters concerning the 
management of the novitiate. The assistant master should 
be at least thirty years of age and fully five years pro· 
fessed reckoned from his first profession, and possess 
the other necessary and proper qualifications for this 
office. 

Article 28. Both the Master and his assistant must be 
relieved from all offices and duties which might inter· 
fere with the guidance and training of the novices. The 
Master of Novices shall be versed in spiritual matters 
and well proved in the manner of inculcating them; the 
assistant master should be a priest, faithful, and likewise 
versed in spiritual matters, and come as closely as pos· 
sible to the virtues and qualities required in a Master. 

Article 29. The guidance of the novices belongs ex· 
, clusively to the Master of Novices, and to him alone per· 
tains the direction of the novitiate. All others are for· 
bidden to interfere under any pretext, except those Super· 
iors to whom the Constitutions give such authority, and 
the Visitors. 

Article 30. In those matters which pertain to the di· 
rection of novices, the Master of novices is responsible to 
the Superior General alone; in serious matters, how· 
ever, he should gladly hear the thoughts of the local 
Superior and consider them with high regard . 

Article 31. In matters pertaining to the discipline of 
the entire community at the house of novitiate, Master 
and novices alike are subject to the local Superior. 

During the year of novitiate, every three months, the 
Master shall make a repart of the conduct of the indio 
vidual novices to the major Superior. 

The Master of novices and his assistant remain in office 
at the good pleasure of the Superior General with respect, 
however, to Canon 560. 

.. 
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3. Training of the Novices 

Article 32. The purpose of the year of novitiate under 
the guidance of the Master must be the formation of the 
novice,' charoctar by the study of the Constitutians, by 
piOU5 meditations and asslduaus preyer, by thoraughly 
learning all matters perta ining to lhe vows and the cu i. 
tivation of virtue. and by pious exercises conducive to 
the complete eradication 01 fau lty habits, the control of 
the passions and the acquisition of the virtues. 

Article 33. During the period of the novitiate the can· 
aidates will be trained in the virtues proper to their 
apostolate, in mental preyer, in the interior life , in mar· 
tificotlon, humility and self·denial. They will be instructed 
in Christlike methods of bringing ahout a resurgence of 
priestly ideals in penitents who seek the ir help and in 
the principles af the spiritual direction of priests. They 
will also study the Constitutions of the Congregation and 
Ihe pontificial decrees concerning the formation of the 
clergy. 

They will enjoy all the privileges and spiritual favors 
granted to the Congregation; if they die as novices they 
have a right to the suffrages prescribed for professed 
members: 

The novices shall not be promoted to Orders during the 
novitiate. 

They will enjoy the privileges of clerics contained in 
Canons 119·123. 

If a novice Is a priest, he sholl not be oppointed to 
preach, or to hear confessions, or to attend to ounide 
offices of the Cong regation during the yeor of his novi · 
tlote. The novices sholl nat engoge in intensive studies 
of literature, the sciences, ar the arts. 

4. The Confessors of Novices 

Article 34. One or more ordinary confessors sholl be 
appOinted according to the number of novices. They 
shall live in the house of novitiate itself. 
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CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 35. Besides the ordinary confessors, some other 
confessors should be appointed to whom the novices may 
have free access in particular cases without the Master 
showing any displeasure. ' 

Article 36. At least fo'ur times a year, the novices 
shall have an extraordinary confessor whom all must ap
proach, at least to receive his blessing. 

Article 37. The novices may, for their peace of con· 
science, approach other confessors approved by the locol 
Ordinary, although they are nol numbered among those 
designated. The Moster of novices and his assistant a re 
forbidde n by Ihe common law to hear Ihe confessions of 
their novices unless in an exceptionol case, ond for a 
g rove and urgent reason, a novice requests of his own 
free choice that one or the other hear his confession,. 

5. Profession in Danger of Death 

Article 38. A novice who' is gravely ill and judged by 
medical authority to be in danger of death or in "articulo 
mortis" may be admitted to vows, although the time of 
the novitiate is not completed. 

Article 39. This profeSSion is allowed under the fol
lowing conditions: 

01 That the novice has begun the novitiate canonically. 
bl That he be admitted to vows by the Superior Gen

eral himself, or by the Superior in charge of the house of 
novitiate, or by a person delegated by them. 

Article 40. The formula for profession shall be the one 
used in making the first vows, omitting any expression 
of perpetuity. 

Article 41. The novice making this profession shall be 
entitled to a plenary indulgence and to all the spiritual 
benefits and suffrages of the professed religious. 

Article 42. This profession has absolutely no other 
canonical effect than that mentioned in the preceding 
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articles; wherefore, if the novice survives, he is free to 
return to the world, and may be dismissed by the Super
iors; if he perseveres, he must complete the full novitiate 
ond, when finished, make a new profession. 

CHAPTER V 

ADMISSION TO PROFESSION 

Article 43. A novice deemed worthy and accepted by 
the Congregation for membership will , at temporary pro· 
fession, make triennial vows of poverty, af chastity, and 
of obedience. 

Article 44 •. No one will be admitted to perpetual pro· 
lession, unless he has had the three vows of poverty, of 
chastity, and of obedience for at least three completl! 
years, and possed an examination on the knowledge 
proper to the subject, on his conduct, and on his religious 
disposi tions. This examination for mmporary profession 
should take place two months before the end of the 
novitiate, a nd fo r perpetual profession two months be
fore the expiration of temporary vows. It should lake 
place before the Superior General and his Council. 

CHAPTER VI 

TI-lE RELIGIOUS VOWS 

Article 45_ Arst profession, once the novitiate is fin
ished, is mode in the house of Ihe novitiate itself. A 
retreat of 01 least eight full days wi ll precede this pro
fess ion, as well os perpetual profession. According to 
the judgment of the confessor, the candidates will make 
a general confession. 

In the making of prolession, temporary or perpetual, 
the prescribed rite shall be observed. 

.' 
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12 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 46. The act of profession, either temporary or 
perpetuol, will be inscribed in a special register and 
signed by the Superior General or by his delegate . 

Article 47. For the validity of any religious profession 
the following is required, 

1) Those who make vows must have reached the age 
required by law, namely, sixteen complete yeors if the 
profession is temporory, and their twenty-first year in the 
case of perpetual profession; 

2) they must be odmitted to profession by the Superior 
General, according to the Constitutions; 

3) a valid novitiate must have preceded, according to 
the prescriptions of Canon law; 

4) the profession must not be based on duress, grave 
fear, or deceit; 

5) the profession must be explicit; 
6) according to the Constitutions the profession must be 

made into the hands of the Superior Generol or his dele
gate. For the validity of the profession of perpetual vows 
it is also required that it be preceded by a complete three 
years in temporary vows. 

Article 48. A religious profession which is invalidated 
by some externa'i impediment does not become valid by 
subsequent acts; it is necessary either to obtain a " sana

. tio" from the Holy See, or to make the profession over 
again, after the religious has discovered the nullity of 
his profession, and the impediment has been removed. 

Article 49. If the profession was invalid merely through 
lack of internal consent, it is validated by giving consent, 
provided the consent on the part of the Congregation has 
not been revoked. 

Article 50. If there is grave question of the validity of 
the religious profession, and the religious refuses either 
to ask for a "sanatio ad cautelam" from the Holy See or 
to renew the profession "ad cautelam", the matter shall 
be laid before the Holy See. 
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Before promoting anyone to perpetual vows, the Su
perior General should ask for confidential information, 
for his gUidance and that of his Council. 

AI The Vow and Virtue of Poverty 

Article 51 _ By their vow of poverty religious renounce 
the facu lty of disposing of any1hing of temporal va lue 
considered precious, without the permission of their law
fu l Superiors_ A tempora rily or perpetuolly professed 
member of the Congregotion keeps the ownership of his 
property and the right to acquire more property. 

Article 52. In virtue of their vow, the professed are 
obliged in conscience and before Gad to make use of 
their property in absolute dependence upon their Su
periors. 

Article 53. Members are not allowed to refuse lega
cies made to them personally, or inheritances which may 
come to them, since these are rights which they cannot 
renounce without exercising prop ri etorship. They are no t, 
however, obliged to accept these inheritancel or lega
cies for the Congregation, for the vOW they have mode 
connat oblige them to do so; but they must follow the 
advice of therr Superiors as to the use il is expedient 
to make of these goods, as wel l as Ihe revenue from them. 

Artiele 54. A novice has not the right, during the 
novitiate, to renounce his property in any way or 10 en
cumber it with obligations, such a renunciation or obliga
tion being null ond void. But before temporary profession 
each novice moy cede, for the whole period thaI he wil l 
be bound by vows, the odmlnistrotion 01 his actual prop
erty to whomsoever he chooses, and d ispose free ly of its 
use and usufrud_ He must a lso freely d ispose by w ill 
of all the property which he actually possesses or may 
subsequently possess. If this cession and dispo.ition have 
been omitted because the novice has no goods. and he 
afterwards obta ined goods; or, if the cession ond disposi
tion were made, bUI additional goods come to the mem-

,. 
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14 CONSTITUTIONS 

ber under any title, the cession and disposition may be 
freely made or repeated by the now professed member, 
notwithstanding his simple profession. 

Article 55. It is not permitted to a religious after his 
profession, even temporary, to abdicate gratuitously the 
ownership of his property by an oct " inter vivos", nor 
may he alter the act of cession or of disposition mentioned 
in the preceding Article, except with the permission of 
the Superior General, and provided that the change has 
not been mode, at least for a notable port of the prop
erty, in favor of the Congregation. Neither may he 
change his will without the permission of the Holy See 
or, if the case be urgent, without the permission of the 
Superior General, or, if recourse connot be had to these 
lotter, without the permission of the local Superior. 

Article 56. Everything which a religious acquires by 
his personal industry or by reason of his being a relig
ious is acquired for the Congregation. 

Article 57. No one has the right to use an object as 
its owner, nor even to keep it for his own use without 
permission. The vow obliges that one keep oneself in 
the habitual disposition of renouncing the possession and 
use of everything which has been permitted the instant 
the Superiors so will. The poverty of a Servant of the 
Paraclete will be no halfway measure. Let nothing be 
considered as personal. The best means of observing the 
essentials of poverty, and of acquiring the spirit of pov
erty, that is to say a real detachment from temporal 
possessions and the comforts of life, is to practice life in 
common. In the canonical sense, a community life con
sists in this, that everyone uses the goods belonging to 
the community and does not possess anything as his own 
in the matter of food, clothing and furniture . In the 
Congregation this idea of absolute dependence extends 
also to the use of money. The so-coiled "peculium" (pin 
money) is incompatible with the common life imposed 
on oU religious by Canon 594-1 . 

., ... ~ -
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Article 58. Religious bound by the Constitutions to 
the common life and who violate its prescriptions in ser· 
ious matters are to be gravely admonished and, if 
emendation does not follow, punished, even with the 
privation of the active and passive vote and, if a Su
perior, even with deprivation of office. 

Article 59. Their furniture must be in harmony with 
the poverty they have vowed in their profession. 

B) The Vow and Virtue of Chastily 

Article 60. The vow of chastily forbids marriage and 
every act, either exterior or interior, against the prescrip
tions of the VI and IX Commandments. Convinced of the 
indispensable necessily of the virtue of chastlly, bath for 
their own personal sanctificatian, as well as fa r the good 
example they owe those confided to them, members of 
the Cl:lI'lgregalion , by reason of their vow of chastily, 
w il l practice thl. virtue in its most delicate inspirations 
and implications. 

C) The Vow and Virtue of Obedience 

Article 61. The Servant of the Paraclete wi II take as 
his guiding principle in the observance of his vow of 
obedience the direction of St. Ignatius of Loyola on the 
virtue of obedience ICI. Appendix p. 65) . The foundation 
of every religious congregation, as of all holiness, is in 
obedience. In virtue of the vow of obedience, the mem
bers of the Congregation engage under pain of sin to 
fulfill the orders of legitimate Superiors which ore con· 
formable to the Constitutions or imposed "in the name of 
holy obedience." 

Article 62. The object of this obedience includes what 
is contained in the Constitutions and, as well, the various 
duties and functions which the Superior General en
trusts to members in the different retreat houses and es
tablishments of the Congregation. 
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16 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 63. The priests of the Congregation owe obed
ience also to the local Superior in the directions and pre
scriptions which are given them in conformity with the 
Constitutions. 

Article 64. All religious are subject to the Roman Pon
liff os their Supreme Superior whom they are held to 
obey by their vow of obedience. They are also subject to 
the local Ordinary in accordance with the prescriptions 
of The Sacred Conons. No member of the Congregation 
shall publish any book, even a mere booklet, nor any 
article for a review or newspaper without the proper per
mission of the Superior Genera l and the Diocesan author
ity. 

CHAPTER VII 

THE DUTIES OF MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

1. Special Virtues of Servants of the Paraclete 

Artlde 65. The members of the Congregation Ofe 
bound by their vocation to the perfect practice of all the 
Christian and priestly virtues: humility, modesty, mortifi
cation, the spirit offolth. the spirit of charity, obedience, 
poverty, chastity, detachment, self-denial. They should 
have the deep conviction thC1 the example of these vir
tues is the necessary condition for their good Influence 
over priest-patients and guests. 

Article 66. They will practice humility in joyfully 
accepting a hidden and obscure life, neglect, contradiction 
and humiliation, even when it is undeserved. 

Article 67. They will practice simplicity by avoiding 
display either in word or deed; they will not seek after 
popularity or success, except with purity of intention. 

Article 68. They will practice mortification of the wiil 
by submission to community life-; of the mind and heart 
by accepting Ihe frictions thC1 are inevitoble In the meet
ing of different personalities; of the body and the senses 
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by the courageous and persevering acceptance of all the 
privations which penitential life involves. 

Article 69. They will practice the spirit of failh by 
regularlng a<:cording 10 the maxims of Ihe Gospel and 
the example of Jesus Christ and of the SaInts, their 
thoughts, their ludgments, -their private acts, their con· 
versations and their external relations. 

Article 70. They will proctke fraternal charity, living 
among themselves in close union, trearing one another 
with simplicity and confldenc~, governing themselves 
aocording to the some rule of conduat-, charitably warn
ing one another If need be but always with greol dis
cretion and prudence; never oontradicting one another 

. In the presence of those not of Ihe official family, namely, 
in the presence of priest-guests, and never permitting 
themselves familiarities controry to Ihe obligation of recip
rocal esteem ond respect which Ihe younger owe their 
elders_ 

Article 71. In their relations with priest-guests they 
will ovoid indiscreet confidences, too sensible and too 
human signs of affection. 

Article 72. The priests of the Congregation should not 
accept outside occupotlon, even ·though it 1s compatible 
w ith the functions of the Congregation, without Ihe per
mission of the Superior General. They ore likewise for
bidden 10 preach outside the house withoul this per
mission. 

Article 73. They will accept no ecclesiastical dignity 
without the permiSSion of the Superior General. 

2. Exercises of Piety 

Article 74. The exercises of piety are determined by 
the porticular rules in order to establish, maintain and 
renew everyone in the spirit of his holy colling. Thus 
there sholl be every day, morning prayers, meditation, a 
"Misso canloto" attended in so for as duty permits by 
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18 CONSTITUTIONS 

the entire community, particular examination, spiritual 
reading , the recitation of the fifteen decodes of the ros
ary B.M.V., and night prayers. 

Artic.le 75. Since the adorOfion of the Holy Eucharist 
is one of the principal devotions of the Congregation, 
each day each member of the Congregation will spend 
one hour in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. and 
this hour normally Is to be independent of the other 
commun ity exercises . 

Article 76. They will go to confession ellery week ac
cording to the prescriptions of Canon 595 - 1, 3. 

Article 77. Legitimately approlled confessors shall be 
appointed for each religious house, the number in pro
portion to the members in residence. 

Artide 78. Religious Superiors, hOlling the aUfhority 
to hear confessions, can, all things conside red, hear the 
confessIons of their subjects, if these spontaneously and 
freely ask them to do so; but without gralle reasOn they 
sholl not do so habitually. 

Article 79. The Superior; must beware of inducing, 
either personally or through others, any of Iheir subjects 
to come to them for confession. whether by force or fea r. 
or by Importune urging. or in any other way. 

Article BO_ Every house of condldOfes and students for 
the Congregation shall hOlle an extraordinary confessor, 
wha shall visn the house four times a year during the 
Ember Days. when a ll sholl go to him. at least for his 
ble5Sing. 

If a religious. fo r the peace of his conscIence, makes 
his confession to a priest approved by the loco I Ordinary, 
alfhaugh he is not among those designated by the relig' 
lous Superior, the confession i. 1I0ild and licit; a nd thOf 
confessor can absoille the reli giOUS ellen from sins and 
censures reserved In the Congregotlan. 

Article 81. Each religious should have a regular con
fessor. chosen from among those so designated. to whom 
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he should ordinarily confess and to whom he should 
completely reveal his conscience. 

Article 82. Each year they will make a spi ritual re
treat. General retreat exercises will take place every 
year in an appointed house. 

Article 83. If a member is prevented from making the 
community annual retreat, he will make a private spiritual 
retreat of at lea st eight days, in one of the houses of the 
Congregation, and never without the permission of Ihe 
Superior General in the house of another community. 

Article 84. The priests of the Congregation employed 
in houses of retreat attend the exercises of the commun
ity. These exercises are mental prayer, particular exam
ination, night prayers, spiritual conference, meals, recrea
tion, walks, and spiritual reading. 

CHAPTER VIII 

lHE ENCLOSURE 

Article 85. Superiors must take care that the lows of 
the Constitutions are faithfully observed regarding the 
egress of their subjects from the cloister and their re
ceiving visits from outsiders or going outside to visit. 

Article 86. Superiors must exercise great vigilance lest 
their subjects, by visits witn outsiders and useless con
versations, upset the discipline of tne house and cause 
the religious spirit to suffer detriment. 

Article 87. It is not lawful for Superiors to permit their 
subjects to remain outside a house of the Congregation, 
except for a' just and grave cause and for as brief a 
period as possible; for an absence of more than six 
months, except for the purposes of study, the permission 
of the Holy See is always required. 

Article 88. They will make no journeys except those 
specified in the Constitutions of the Congregation and 
duly approved by the Superior General. 
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20 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 89. Women are forbidden to enter the cloistered 
ports of our houses, except nurses in their official capacity 
and then not without a companion. 

Article 90. The priests of the Congregation will ovoid, 
in so for oS possible, visits to loy women and to nuns . 
Such visits will be rare and short. 

Article 91 . The Superior, or his delegate who must be 
a man of great prudence, sholl see all letters which are 
either sent or received; and he sholl either give or not 
give them to those to whom they are addressed as, in the 
Lord, he judges prudent; and, if he decides to pass them 
favorably let him do so without delay; he sholl reveal 
nothing of their contents to others without the consent of 
the subjects (because he knows the matter .. sub secreta 
commisso" by reason of his office), unless he judges 
that, for the greater glory of God, it should be communi
cated, directly or indirectly, to the Superior. 

Article 92. Notwithstanding any previous faculty , relig
ious are at liberty to send letters, free from all inspection, 
to the Holy See, that is, to the Supreme Pontiff and the 
Congregations, Tribunals, and Offices through which the 
Roman Pontiff is wont to expedite the affairs of the Uni
versal Church; to its legate in the country; to their own 
major Superiors; to the Superior of the house when he is 
absent, and to the local Ordinary to whom they are 
subject. 

CHAPTER IX 

CLERICAL STUDIES - SACRED ORDERS 
AND PARISH MINISTRY 

1. Clerical Studies 

Article 93. The Congregation sholl have its own house of 
studies where our scholastics sholl be instructed in doc
trine, and in all those things that pertain to the core of 
souls according to the spirit of our vocation. 

.. 
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To the house of stud ies the Superiors moy not odml! 
for residence other than reflglous end only those religious 
who ore exemplary In Ihe observance of the religious life. 
In the house of studies a perfect community li fe must be 
observed, as otherwise Ihe students cannot be promoted 
to Orders. So long os the Congregation cannot have prop· 
erly equipped houses of study, or if it has one but the 
Superiors Find it difficult to send the students there, the 
religious students may be sent to a diocesan seminary, or 
to a Catholic univerSity. 

Article 94. The Superiors are bound to exercise proper 
Vigilance to procure in the house of studies Ihe careful 
observance of those things pertaining to the exercises of 
piety, prescribed either by the common law or by the 
Constitutions. 

Article 95. That there may be no conflict between <zeal 
for studies and a growing love of virtue and the relig ious 
life, undue mortifications and long prayers are, during 
the time of studies, to be judiciously curbed. The schol· 
astics are to be instructed that so long as their studieJ 
are undertaken in a dedicated spirit of divine service God 
is thereby no less pleased than by a regimen of harsh 
penance and prolonged prayer. 

Article 96. If in a particular case and for special reos· 
ons the Rector judges mare may be allowed in the matter 
of penances he may permit it, always having a due " •. 
gard for discretion. 

Article 97. Having been adequately trained in their 
preparatory years, all scholastics must undertake at least 
a two year course in philosophy and at least a four year 
course in theology, both sciences based on the doctrine. 
of St. Thomas in accordance with the prescriptions of 
Canon 1366, 2, and as the Holy See has instructed. 

• 

Article 98. The Superior General wi II designate those 
religious who, in some Catholic University, will be per· 
mitted to pursue higher studies leading to degrees in 
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22 CONSTITUTIONS 

Phi losophy, Theology and Conan Law. It is not per· 
mitted to send a religious fa a secular university unless 
the courses In Phi losophy and Theology have been com
pleted with honors and the subject Is praiseworthy in his 
religIous life. In eoch such case the express permission 
of the Superior General 15 required, who may ,grant the 
permission for a period not to exceed that required by the 
need or advantage of the Congregation, 

Article 99. The Superior General, having exercised all 
precaution, may send to a Catholic lay uniliersity such 
subjects as nOlle completed their courses In Philosophy 
and Theology and are of proved virtue; but on ly on con
dition that, If there be no house of studies of our own, 
such subjects reside in the house of another group of 
religious. 

Article 100. The Congregation chooses to follow the 
teaching of SI. Thomas Aquinas as the more solid and 
secure, the most highly approlled, both in Theology and 
in Philosophy; his teachings we make our own; him we 
honor as our scholastic patron. 

Article 101. During the time of studies neither the 
teaching staff nor the students are to be burdened with 
offices that conflict with their duties or impede in any 
way the orderly course of life in the house of studies. 

Article 102. The priests of the Congregation sholl can· 
tinue, even after their Course in Theology, their studies, 
especially in the Sacred Sciences. In the Sacred Sciences 
let them adhere to the opinions commonly held and ap· 
prolled by the Church, alloiding profane nOllelties of doc· 
trine parading under the false name of science. 

F 

Article 103. For at least fille 'years after the completion 
of their studies each priest of the Congregation, unless 
excused by the Superior General for serious cause, will 
be examined annually by learned Fathers on the various 
branches of the Sacred Sciences, the moHer for the exami· 
nations being deSignated a reasonable interval before· 
hand. 
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Article 104. In every "domus formata" there must be 
held at least once monthly a discussion on moral or litur
gical cases, to which may be added, at the discretion of 
the Superior, a paper on dogmatic and kindred subjects. 
All professed clerics living in the community who are 
students of Theology, or who have finished their studies, 
and the priests of the community must assist at these 
conferences; nar may the Superior absent himself, except 
rarely and for grave reasons. 

2. Sacred Orders 

Article 105. The Instruction of the Sacred Congregation 
for Religious, directed to Major Religious Superiors, con
cerning the formation and examination of scholastics 
destined for the priesthood, is to be carefully observed. 
This Instruction is to be read to the clerics at the begin
ning of each year. 

Article 106. The Superior General may issue dismiss
orial letters for Tonsure and the Minor Orders. Advance
ment to Major Orders is governed by the laws for sec
ulars. 

Article 107. The Superior General, for any canonical 
cause, even occult, and without trial, may prevent the 
advancement of a cleric to Orders. There remains, of 
course, the right of recourse to the Holy See. 

Article lOB. In advancement to ecclesiastical Orders 
the prescriptions contained in the Code of Canon Law, 
Book III, Chapter II, are to be observed. 

With regard to the time of receiving the various Orders, 
1) no one may receive Tonsure before the beginnir>g of 
the course in Theology; 2) mindful of the prescriptions of 
Canon 975, the subdiaconate is not to be conferred until 
the completion of the third year of Theology; the diacon
ate not before the beginning of the fourth year; and the 
priesthood not before the completion of the first half of 
the fourth year. 
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24 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 109. Prior to the reception of Tonsure and the 
Minor Orders, candidates must make a spiritual retreat 
of at least three full days; candidates for Major Orders 
sholl make a retreat of at least six full days. 

Article 110. The ordaining Bishop is to receive from 
the Superior General explicit assurance that the require
ments of the spiritual retreat have been met. 

Article 111. All who are to be promoted to the sub
diacanate must make the Profession of Faith and toke 
the Oath against Modernism before the local Ordinary 
or his delegate. 

Article 112. Before presenting candidates for the sub
diacanate the Superior General will exact from each, be
sides his own investigation, a statement, personally writ
ten and sworn to before the local Superior, to the effect 
that in view of the Sacred Ordination soon to be received 
he freely and voluntarily seeks the Office, and under
stands and assumes the obi igations attached thereto. 
Moreover, the prescriptions of Canon 1011 are to be 
observed. 

3. Parish Ministry 

Article 113. The Superior Genecal will desigl'ate and 
present to the locol Ordinary the relIgIous ne judges At 
10 serve as pastor or curale in the core of sauls. The Su
perior General may, beforehand, have the religious 
undergo an examination, botn os to doctrine and 05 to 
Ih .. other qualities requlrood for an assignment. The ap
pointment of a desIgnated religious becomes official from 
the moment of his being a~pled by the local Ordlnory; 
but. before he may "xerd~ hIs office he must moke th .. 
Profession of Faith before th .. local Ordinary or hIs dele
gate. 

Article 114. The religious to whom is committed the 
core of a parish and those who serve as assistants are in 
all things, other than those connected with their office, 
subject to the Superiors of the Congregation and are 
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bound to the observance of the Rule, just as the other 
religious; therefore, they must attend all exercises, unless 
truly prevented by the nature of their duties. 

Article 115. The Superiors may and should prudently 
inquire about their subject and, if need be, correct him in 
those matters mentioned in the preceding Article, his 
way of acting and behaving, and his attitude toward his 
fellow· religious . Moreover, he is immediately subject to 
the jurisdiction, visitation and correction of the local 
Ordinary, even as diocesan priests, in all those things 
that have reference to the care of souls. 

• 

Article 116. The religious as postor and more so the 
assistant, by the very nature of their appointments, are 
always removable a nd may be moved at the will of the 
Superior General, the Ordinary being informed; likewise, 
they may be mOl/ed at the will of the Ordinary, the 
Superior General being informed. 

Article .117. It is the duty of the local Ordinary to 
watch carefully the administration of funds and be· 
quests that pertain solely to the parish. 

Article 118. The religious pastor and his assistants 
must attend the conferences held for the secular clergy, 
dealing with questions of moral Theology and Sacred 
liturgy, even if conferences are held regularly in their 
own house. 

CHAPTER X 

INFIRM SERVANTS OF lHE PARAClETE 
and 

SUFFRAGES FOR lHE DEAD 

1. The Infirm 

Article 119. In eve ry religious house there must be 
someone In cha rge of the physical well·being of the 
communlty, who will have special care for the religious 
who are weaker because of old age or other reasons, or 
who are sick. 

B 

! 
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26 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 120. The sick, on the adviC!! 01 a prudent con
le~r, may receive the Holy Eucharist though medidne 
or food '" per mod um potus·· hO$ bee" token beforeha nd. 
alcoholic beverages excluded. A. long as Ihe danger of 
deoth perdures it i~ lawful and fitting. on the advice 
of a prudent confessar, to administer Holy Viaticum sev. 
erol times, though on different and distinct days. 

Article 121. In danger of death all priests, though not 
approved for confessions, can validly and licitly absolve 
any penilent from any sins and censures, although re
seNed and notorious. even If an approlled priest is pres
ent Canons 884 and 2252, however, remain un impaired. 

2. Suffrages for the Dead 

Article 122. Upon the death of a member of the Can. 
gregation every priest of the Congregation will soy 
'"quam primum'" one Mass for the deceased, and the Su
perior of the house to which the deceased member was 
attached will see to it that a series of Gregorian Masses 
beg i ns at once. 

Article 123. A Solemn Mass of Requiem will be sung 
every year on June 20 for the deceased members of the 
Congregation and for the priest·guests who have died 
during ' the year. 

Article 124. If a priest-guest dies while doing penance 
in a house of the Congregation, the suffrages offered for 
a member of the Congregation shall also be offered for 
the repose of his soul. 

. Article 125 . The obsequies of our deceased religiOUS, 
even novices, ought to be held in a church or oratory of a 
house of the Congregation, unless the novices have chosen 
another church for their funeral; the Superior always 
has the right of caring for the remains of the deceased 
and of conducting the funeral procession to the church; 
no parochial stipend is to be paid. 

Even if a religious dies for away from home the Su-

.... ----------------:-~ 
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PART I 27 

perior enjoys the same right. However, if he does not 
avail himself of it, the funeral ought to be held in the 
church of the parish where he died. 

Whoever conducts the obsequies in the church has the 
right and duty, personally or through another priest, of 
accompanying the body to the place of burial; moreover, 
the priest who accompanies the body to the church of the 
funeral or to the place of burial, vested in stole and with 
Cross elevated, is free to pass through the territorial boun. 
daries of another parish or diocese, even without the per. 
mission of the pastor or Ordinary. 

Article 126. The cemetery for priests and clerics should 
be situated in a fitting place and, where possible, sep· 
arated from the place of interment for lay persons; fur . 
thermore, where it can be done conveniently, there should 
be a distinction between place of burial for priests and 
the other ministe'rs in the lower Orders. 

CHAPTER XI 

DISMISSAL FROM THE CONGREGATION 

Article 127. Just as a subject professed with temporary 
vows may freely leave the Congregation when the period 
of his vows expires, so also the Congregation may, for 
just and reasonable motives, refuse to admit a subject 
to perpetual profession; not, however, for reasons of 
health without certain proof that the religious fraudu· 
lently concealed or dissimulated his sickness before his 
temporary profession. 

Article 128. No one can be dispensed from his vo.ws 
'except by the local Ordinary. 

Article 129. A religious temporarily professed, and 
who is legitimately dismissed, is ··ipso facto" relieved 
from his religious vows without prejudice, however, to 
the obligations ottached to Sacred Orders. 
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28 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 130. The obligation of the perpetual vows of 
obedience and of poverty cease by the very fact of dis
missal regularly pronounced, and confirmed by the local 
Ordinary. 

Article 131. In the cases foreseen in Canon 646, the 
guilty subject is "ipso facto" dismissed from the Can . 
gregation; it is then sufficient for the Superior General, 
with the assistance of his Council, to ascertain and to 
record in the registers of the Congregation, that such a 
subject committed such on offense and was subsequently 
dismissed "ipso facto": they will toke core to collect 
and to preserve the proof of the offense in the archives 
of the Congregotion (C.646). If it is possible to notify the 
dismissed subject of the aforesaid decloration, it will be 
well to do so. The Sacred Congregation for Religious is 
to be informed about a religious so dismissed. 

A) The Dismissal of Religious in Temporary Vows 

Article 132. A religious temporarily professed. cannot 
be dismissed before the expiration of his vows except on 
the following conditions, the observance of which con
stitutes a grove obligation in conscience for those who 
concur in the dismissal: 

1) the motives for the dismissal must be grove; 

2) these motives may concern either the Congregation 
or the religious himself. The particular impediments men· 
tioned in Canon 542, if they were hidden at first and 
discovered after profession, can be causes for dismissal. 
The lock of the religious spirit, which is the couse of scan
dal to others, is sufficient reason for dismissal, when are· 
peated admonition, joined to a salutary penance, has 
produced no effect. III health is not sufficient cause for 
dismissal, unless there is certain proof that it was fraudu. 
lently concealed or dissimulated before profession. A 
professed religious in temporary vows can be dismissed 
by the local Ordinary in whose jurisdiction the house is 
situated but he sholl not use this right without the knowl-

/l '~'------~------~'------------~~ 
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edge of the Superior General or against his just disagree
ment. 

Article 133. The aforesaid motives must be known 
wilh certainty by the Superior General , together with 
his Council and by the local Ordinary, but It is nol 
necessary thaI they be proved by a ludlcial process. 
However, the motives must be mode known to the rellg
ious, and fu ll li berty 10 rep ly be given him, and his repUes 
must be faithfully transmitted to the Superior General. 
The latter wi ll, wIth his Cound l, make a thoroug h exami
na tion of rhe whole offo ir. 

Article 134. The religious has the right to appeal to 
the Holy See against the decree of dismissal; and, if he 
has recourse within ten days after being informed of 
dismissal, the juridic effect of the decree of dismissal is 
suspended, pending confirmation by the Holy See. 

Article 135. A religious who has been duly dismissed 
is "ipso facto" absolved from all the religious vows; a 
cleric in major Orders, however, is subject to the obliga
tions of those Orders and to the other regulations of 
Canons 641-1, 642; a cleric in minor Orders is by the 
very dismissal reduced to the state of the laity. 

B) Dismissal of Religious in Perpetual Vows 

Article 136. The dismissal of a perpetually professed 
religious cannot be pronounced unless he has committed 
three offenses, and there have been two admonitions 
and no amendment. 

Article 137. These offenses must be grove, external, 
and committed against common law or against the par
licular lows of religious. Three offenses at least are re
quired, of the some kind; or if they are of differeht 
species, they must be such that, token together, they 
manifest a will that is perverse and obstinate in evil. 
However, a single grave offense persisted in, and vir
tually transformed into a triple offense by repeated ad
monitions, is sufficient . 
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30 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 138_ In order that there should be grounds for 
an admonition, It Is necessary that the offense be notor
ious or that the evidence for It com"" from the extra
judicial confe5slo~ of the one culpoble, or from other 
proofs furnished by a previous inquiry, The admonl1lan 
should be given pelWnolly by the Superior General or 
by another acting pn his express orders, as for as po.s
sible in the presence of two witnesses or by registered 
letter; the documenf. proving that the admonitions have 
been mode should be carefully preserved. Twa admoni
tions are reqUired, thot Is, one for each of the two first 
offenses; and, In the case of offenses that are permanent 
and continuous, it is necessory ,hat at least on interval 
of three full days intervene between the first and the 
second admonition. To these admonit ions the Superior 
sholl add opportune exhortations and corrections, impos
Ing penances and other penal remedies thet he mey ludge 
proper for procuring the amendment of the gUilty One 
and repairing the scandal. 

Article 139_ A religiOUS Is considered to have not 
amended, if, after the second admonition, he commits a 
new offense Or even perseveres In the sQme permanent 
offense. After the last, that is after the second admonition, 
the Superior should, nowever, wait six days before pro
ceeding further. 

Article 140. The focts heving been verified and Ine 
conditions fulfilled, the Superio.r Genera l wjth tne as
sisfance of his Consultors, after having weigned cere
fully oJ l the circumstances i., the case, sholl consider the 
question as to whether there is ground for dismissal. 
The religious wi ll be confronted witn the charges brought 
Qgainst him. Time to prepare his defense will be granted 
him, and, jf ne '0 des ires, he moy $8.ek the help of on 
advocate cnosen from among the members of tne Con
gregation. This odvocafe will be selected by the accused 
from a list of confreres which will be affered him by the 
assembly of Consultors, The octs of the hearing will be 
recorded. 

-- " -- ~------~~----------~~----~ 

SERVANTS -2937 

, .. 
• t t t '':' .",' !..t'~ ! ~''':~'_'-~'''''_I-'.':_',: -_:---:: ~::~.::: , '-_"_~.,.:-"~' ,:_;,.~~~~.:'~.1_~5~.i '~ .. ~~= ;';':i.:~.t?:;:'--=::''i~-;'.:i':,~ .•• :""- r -- ._~_ _ 



.. 

-

PART I 31 

Article 141. If, after the hearing mentioned in the 
foregoing Article Is concluded, the facts stili stand, the 
Superior General with his Council, careful ly weighing 
again a" rhe ci rcumstances, shall consider Ihe question 
as to whether there Is still couse for dlsmisscrl. If the 
majority of vot& favor dismissal, the entire matter is to 
be referred to the Ordinary of the place in which the 
house of the religIous is located, and he has the right 
to decide the matter according 10 his prudent judgment 
fol loWing Ihe rules of Canon 647. The religious has Ihe 
right to defend himself and his defense must be faith . 
fully entered in the acts of the proceeding. 

Article 142. The dismissed religious in perpetual vows 
is governed by the prescriptions of Canon 641. 

Article 143. In the case of grave external scandal or 
of very serious Imminent Injury to the community, a re
ligious may be dismissed Immediately by Ihe Superior 
Genera l with the consent of his Councll, or, If thera be 
danger in delay and time does not permi t rec:ourse to 
the Suparior General, he may be dismissed by the loco l 

• Superior with the consent of his council and of the loca l 
Ordinary, and deprived of his religious habit; in this case, 
the Ordinary or the Superior General, if he be present, 
must without delay submit the matter to the judgment 
of the Holy See. 

Article 144. A religious in perpetual vows who is 
dismissed, is held to the prescriptions of Canons 669, 
670, 671, 672, if they apply. 

Article 145. Neither a dismissed subject, nor one who 
withdraws, whether at the end of his vows or by reason 
of on indult of secularization, can, for any reason claim 
any indemnity from the Congregation. 
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PART II 

'<lrlfe <i1l11entntmi of tIte Clrnngrtgafiott 

• • • 

CHAPTER I 

THE GENERAL CHAPTER 

1. Convocation and Members 

Article 146. The general Chapter is held ordinarily 
every six years and is announced three months before 
the day set in a letter sent by the Superior General, or, 
if he be not living, by the Vicar General. 

Article 147. An extraordinory General Chapter is to 
be convened by the Vicar General not more than a month 
after a vacancy in the Superior General's office occurs . 
It is held by exception with the previous permission of 
the local Ordinary in some important cases. The General 
Chapter is to be held in the principal house of the Con
gregation, unless, because of special circumstances an
other house is chosen by the General Counci I. 

Article 148. Members of the General Chapter are: 
1. The Superior General. 
2. The General Consultors. 
3. The Procurator Generol at the Holy See. 
4. The Treasurer General. 
5. The Secretary General. 
6. The Superior of each "domus formata" with one 

delegate. 
7. Two delegates from a determined assembly of 

minor houses. Whenever the General Chapter meets to 

35 
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replace a SUperior General at his death or in any other 
emergency (Article 197), a ll the details of the convOCOtlon 
and direction are handled by the Vice.Superlor, or If he 
be wanting, by the second Consultor, so as to assure the 
vacancy being filled . The convocatIon is to be made a. 
soon as possible. 

2. The Rules to be Observed in Elections 

Article 149. The General Chapter can validly deliber. 
ate only if two·thirds of its members are present, but all 
ought to be invited. 

Article 150. No one is permitted to abstain from cast. 
ing a vote, nor to submit a ballot without a name, but 
let each vote as seems to be the will of God. 

Artide 151. No one can validly vote in his own favor. 

Article 152. If the number of votes exceeds the number 
of voters the ballot is null and void. 

Article 153. The vote must be seaet, therefore, no 
member of the Chapter should disclose ta another memo 
ber how he is voting. Only the votes of the electors who 
are present are valid. However, If one of the electors 
be present In the house where the election rakes place 
and not able to participate because of III health, the 
Tellers will go and get his written bollot In a closed box 
and put it with the others. 

Artide 154. The votes are to be burned immediately 
after each ballot, or, if there are several bollats in the 
same session, after the session. 

3. The Election of Delegates 

Article 155. The electors are rill priests of the Can. 
gregation who are perpetually professed and who are 
in good standing. Moreover, to enjoy a passive voice 
it is required that they be priests and members of the 
Congregation and perpetually professed. Those eligible 
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for election are Inscribed, according to their order of sen
iority in the Congregation, upon a list, drawn up six 
months in advanc:e by the Superior General in his Coun
ciL This list, with the names and surnames of the mem
bers, will stote his age and the function he 15 performing 
at the time. Those who are members of the Chapter " ex 
officio" are nol inscribed upon that list. 

Arlicle 156. The choice of delegates From the larger 
houses of the Congregation Is mode In a local Chapter, 
over which the Superior of the house presides, with the 
assistonce of two Tellers and one Secretory, who are 
juniors In perpetual profession. 

Article 157. The choice of delegates in houses where 
at least six professed members live, is made by means of 
secret ballot and by on absolute majority of votes, dis
regardi ng the vote! which are null and void. However, if 
after two ineffectual ballots no delegate is elected, a 
third and last boll of w ill be taken in which a relative 
majority of the votes cast will decide the issue. if the 

• votes in this final bollot are equal, the senior member 
from first profession is elected; and, in the event of equal
ity in profession, the elder in priestly ordination . 

Article 158. The delegates having been elected, a 
substitute is elected, who will take the place of the dele
gale in case he is leg lt lmo'fe ly impeded from attending 
the General Chapter_ The substitute could be the mem
ber who received the greater number of votes after the 
chosen delegote. The substitute for the local Superior is 
his Vicar. All the acts of the 'election are to be accur
ately recorded by the Secretary and Signed by the pre'" 
siding officer, by the secretary and by the two tellers 
and sent immediately to the Superior General. 

Article 159. Small communities are grouped together 
by the Superior General, with the consent of his Council, 
so that e<lch such group Is comprised of at least six 
eligible voters but nat, however, of more than ten. 

r 
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38 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 160. The Superior General shall send to each 
group a list of the eligible priests belonging to it. On a 
stated day the eligible voters shall convene in local Chap
ter, in the proper house, nor may they absent themselves, 
and on a secret ballot write two names of those who are 
eligible, and whom they wish to elect as delegates to 
the General Chapter. 

The Superior will enclose all these ballots and his own 
in a sealed envelope, bearing his name. He will then 
place this envelope in another and send it by a safe way 
to the Secretory General. 

Article 161. The counting of the votes of a group or 
assembly is to be made in the General Council, with all 
the members present. Two members of the meellng, ap
pOinted by the Superior General, wi ll perform the office 
of Tellers; one of. them will unfold the bailon, one by 
one, and show them to the Superior General; the other 
will read the names indicated and the Secretory Gen
eral will write down the names. Those two who have 
obtained a relative majority of the vates, will be recog
nized by the Superior General as delegates of that group 
or assembly. In case of a tie, the preference is given to 
those who are seniors from first profession and after
wards, as noted above, to the elders In priestly dignify. 
In addition, those who will hove obtained the next high
est number of votes after the delegates, will be recog
nized as substitutes. The substitutes will replace the dele
gates in case they are legitimately prevented from at
tending the Chapter. Then the ballots are burned before 
the assembly, and the Secretory General will immediately 
draw up on official report of the election. 

The Secretory General must notify those who have been 
elected without delay. 

4 . Preliminary Sessions 

Article l62. On the day set for the beginning of the 
preliminary sessions of the General Chapter, all the mem
bers named above come together under the chairman-

_ £ 0 5 
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ship of the Superior Genera l, or, in his absence, of him 
who tokes his place. The firST places In the Chapter be
long to the members "ex officio". Then the delegates 
toke rank according to seniority in the Congregation, 
whIch Is reckoned from the date of lilSl profession, end, 
In the case ef those admltfed at the some time, by 
seniority In the priesthood. 

Article 163. The prel iminary business of the General 
Chapter is as follows: 

. 1. Verification of the credentials of the delegates. 

2. Election, by separate and secret ballot, according to 
a relative majority of votes, of two Tellers and a Secre· 
tory for the Chapter, from omeng the members of the 
Chapter there present. 

3. Taking of on oath by the Tellers and the Presiding 
Officer that they will perform their office with fidelity 
and will keep secret, even after the elections, a ll thaI 
they have learned concerning the elections. 

Article 164. The office of Secretory is to de.scribe oe· 
• curately the ads of each session of the Chapter and 1'0 

read them, for approval, at the beginning of the following 
Capitular session. The acts sholl be endorsed by the pre· 
siding officer and by the secretory himself. 

Article 165. The office of Tellers is to guard diligently 
the secrecy of the ballot and, one by one, having care for 
the order of precedence, to get Ihe vote of each electors 
having collected the last bollot, they ore to be examined 
in the presence oHhe presiding officer to see if the num
ber of ballots agrees w ith the number of electors, and If 
so, the ballots themselves are Investigated, and the re
sults published. 

Article 166. After that, on examinetion of the accounts 
of the Treasurer General w ill be mode. For this a com· 
mission of three members. who have hod no port in the 
preceding administration , w ill be named by 0 relative 
majority of votes. This commission will examine the ae· 
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40 CONSTITUTIONS 

counts, and present all its observations to the Chapter, in 
order that they may be discussed and the management 
approved. 

Article 167. After the examination into the temporal 
administration, the Superior Genera l will render an ac. 
count of the actual state of the Congregation, and each 
of the members present will give additional information 
and his personal observations. 

5. Election of the Superior General 

Article 168. On the day of the election of Ihe Su
perior General, Moss of the Holy Spirit is celebrated, the 
rubrics permitting, and at which all the electors devoutly 
assist. 

Article 169. At a stated hour, the Electors ClSsemble in 
the room chosen for the elections. Before beginning the 
election of a Superior General, eoen and every member 
of the Chapter promi5E!$ by Oofh to elect him whom 
before God they deem most worthy. with this formula: 
"Testor Chrlstum Oominum qui me judicaturus esl, me 
electurum quem secundum Deum judica eligl debere." 

Article 170. Whoever is selected for the office af Su
perior General should re~lect great ho li ness of life, be 
ourstondlng In his observance of the Constitutions, have 
a deep and abiding love for the Holy Father, be possessed 
of prudence, sound in doctrine and for-seeing, and en
dowed with strength of chardcter tempered by meekness. 

Article 171. The Superior General Is elected by on 
absolute mojorrty of vare.s. If on the first ballot no one 
receives this majority, a second and, If need be, a third 
Is taken. If an absolute majority Is not obtained In the 
third. then In a fourth ballot the electors must CXIst their 
votes for one of those two religious who hod the lorgar 
number of votes In the third, and these will abstain from 
voting in the- fourth ballot. If in thTs fourth ond final ballot 
the two religious receive on equal number of votes, he 
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PART 1/ 41 

is held to be elected who is older by first profession, or, 
if professed on the some day, the sen ior in the priest· 
hood. 

Article 172. If in the third ballot more than two obtain 
the major number of votes without anyone acquiring on 
absolute majority, in Ihe fourth ballot only those two are 
eligible who are older by first profession or, as stated 
above, in the priesthood. 

Article 173. As soon as a ballot has given the re
quired majority of votes, the Superior General Is elected, 

. and the Presiding Officer publishes the election. This 
election obtains Its effects by the acceptance of the one 
elected, In addition to which no confirmafion is ne .. ded. 
The Secretory of the Chapter immediately makes a report 
of It, which sholl be signed by the PresidIng Officer, the 
Tellers, and the Secretory himself; and the ballots sholl 
be burned in the presence of the assembly. With the 
acceptance of the elected the function of the Presiding 
Officer shol l end, and the Chapter sholl be pieslded over 
by the new Superior General. 

Article 174. The one elected Superior General w ill 
humbly and willingly occept hi. onerous afflce, confid· 
ing in the help of our Heavenly Father. God Who imposes 
the burden will Himself gille adequate help that It may 
be borne; fo r He Who created the office will assist in its 
administration. 

Article 175. The elected Superi or will make the Pro
fession of Faith before the Chapter and according to the 
formula approved by the Apostol ic See. The new Su
perior General will receive the obedience of all present, 
who, observing the order of precedence, will genuflect, 
kiss his right hand and receive his blessing. Thence, · all 
will repair to the church and, the elected General offic
iating, the Te Deum will be sung and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament given. 

Article 1 76. Notification of the election of the Su
perior General is to be sent at once to those Ordinaries 
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42 CONSTITUTIONS 

who hove jurisdiction over members of the Congregotion 
and to all the houses of the Congregation. 

Article In. If the one elected to the office of Superior 
General Is not present, the Presiding Officer wi ll inform 
him at once of hi. election. and, pending his appearance. 
the further business of the Chapter is suspended. 

6. Election of Consultors, the General Secretary 
and General Treasurer 

Arti~le 178. Next will come the IIlection. by separate 
ballot, of the four Consultor., among whom the flrst will 
be the· Vicar General , and from among the other three 
are to be designated the General Treasurer, and the 
General Secretary. 

Article 179. The elections mentioned in the preceding 
artIcle are by a sacret ballot, and according TO an obsa. 
lute majority of tha yates. If IMs maiority be nor obtained 
on the first and second ballot, a third ballot will be cast, 
in which a relative majority will suffice; If on this third 
two hove obtained on equal number of yates, he I. held 
10 be elected who is alder by fir3t profesSion, or, if pro
fessed on the same day, the senior in tile priesthood. 

Article 1 eo. Each election, regularly held, will ba made 
known separately by the Superior General. Then, the 
Secratary of the Chapter wi 1/ draw em official record . of 
all these e lections, which will be signed by tha Superior 
Genarol, the Tellars, and the Secretary himself . 

Article 181. If anyone elected to these offices is not 
present at the Chapter, he will be notified at once; but 
further elections and other business will not be sus. 
pended. 

7. Other Business of the Chapter 

Artide 182. The elections over, the Chapter Ireat. of 
the affC:ilrs of the Congregation, both thosa that cancern 
the Conglegation In general and Ihosa that concern par
ticular houses . All of those ore decided by an absolute 
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maiority of votes, In secret ballot. The Chopler can make 
regula tions and ordinances in conformity with the Can. 
stitutions, binding on the entire Congregot ion, or on ony 
particu lar house, but only untIt the next General Chapter. 
The loiter can confl rm or ohrogate them. 

Article 183. To effect a change in the Constitutions. 
the amendment must be proposed and passed favorably 
by a two·third moiority at three successive General Chop· 
ter meetings. If so passed, the amendment does not be
,come effective until confirmed by those Ordinaries in 
whose dioceses Houses of the Congregation are located. 

Article 184. The Secretory of the Chapter will draw 
up the minutes of the Chapter, which must be signed 
by the Superior General and all the members of the 
Chapter. 

Article 185. Absolute secrecy is imposed upon all the 
members of the Chapter in regard to all that has token 
place at it. The Superior General alone can commoJni· 
cote, personally or through others, that which he deems 
it prudent or opportune to make known. 

Article 186. The Chapter closes with the celebration 
of a Requiem Mass for the members who have died since 
the last Chapter. 

Article 187. Whenever the General Chapter meets to 
replace a Superior General at his death or in any other 
emergency (Article 1971. all the details of the convoco· 
tion and direction are handled by the Vice-Superior, or, 
if he be wonting, by the second Consultor, So as to assure 
the vacancy being filled . The convocation is to be rryade 
as soon as possible. 

CHAPTER II 

THE SUPERIOR GENERAL 

Article 188. The Superior General must be a perpet· 
ually professed priest, of legitimate birth, at least forty 
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CONSTITUTIONS 

years old, and professed for ten years from the date of 
first vows. 

Article 189. The Superior General is elected for six 
years and may be re-elected for another term of six 
years, but not for a third term immediately consecutive. 

Article 190. The Superior General will be faithfully 
modeled after Christ if he is at one with Him in mind, in 
heart and in will, and strives to imitate the ways of 
Jesus in bodily presence, in love of virtue, in the exer
cise of authority, in appreciation of the sublimity of the 
priesthood. 

Article 191. The Superior General has authority over 
all the Houses and over all the members of the Con
gregation, but he must exerclse it os prescribed by the 
Constitutions. In . all the meetings of the Chapter, as
semblies, or councils, when the votes are equal after the 
third ballot, the Superior General may make the fina l 
decision, except in the elections by secret ballot which 
are governed by special articles_ 

Article 192. In accordance with Article. 219, 220, ond 
221 every three years the Superior General personally, 
or by a delegate, will visit 011 the houses of the Congre
gation, investigating the management, bath spiri tual and 
temporal. . 

Article 193. All the members of the Congregation owe 
obedience to the Superior General. 

Article 194. If after mature refledion and much prayer, 
the Council of Consul.tors, for grolle ~asons, and by a 
majorIty vote, should deem It advisable to change the 
Superior General, it sholl submit Its reasons fa the local 
Ordinary of the Diocese In which is located the Mother
house of the Congregation, a nd await his decision. 

Article 195. If the Superior General thinks he has 
reasons to tender his resignation, he shall submit them 
to the local Ordinary; if he had manifested his decision 
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PART" 45 

to his Council, he should ask the Council to send its ob. 
servations to the local Ordinary in a separate and sealed 
letter. 

ArtIcle 196. It is Incumbent upon Ih" local Ordinary 
of Ihe Diocese in which is locafed the MOlherhause of the 
Congregation to Inform the Ordinaries of other dioceses 
in which houses exist, of tne sil\Jation, and to accept or 
reied the proposed resignation. The messages of tne 
Superior General and of h is Council to the local Ordinary 
augnt to be made early enough to enabl" the Ordinary 
to give a final a nswer before the meeting of the Genercl 
Chopter, so that it may proceed, if need be, witn the 
eledlon of a new Superior General. 

Article 197. In the event of the dismissal, the removol 
from office, the resignation, or the death of the Superior 
General, the General Chapter is ossembled according to 
the terms of Article 147 by the Vice·Superior, If there Is 
one, or for want of one, by the second Consultor. 

CHAPTER III 

THE VICE·SUPERIOR 

Article 198. From the death of the 5vperlor General 
unti l the election of his 5UCCeS$Or, the Congregalion is 
governed by the V1ce-Superior, or the first among the 
Consultors who would hove the title and the office of 
Vice-Superior. 

Article 199. In the event of the death of tne Superior 
General, the Vice-Superior directs the affair. of the Con. 
gregotlon, both general and ordinary, with the Con
sultors. He must appalnt another Con~ultor 10 fill the place 
vacated by nlmself. 

Article 200. The Vice·Superior can change nothing In 
tne Congregation. However, he can, together with his 
Consulters, name to all vacant pasitlons to which the 
Superior General can oppaint; however, the future Suo 
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46 CONSTITUTIONS 

perior General, with his Council, has the right to con
firm or to revoke the appointments. 

Article 20 1. If the Superior General, because of a 
serious and prolonged illness, is prevented from attend. 
Ing to his duties. he can delegate the Vlce-Superiar to 
oct with such commission as he will be p leased to give 
him. 

CHAPTER IV 
\ ~ '0 
~ .. ,') THE GENERAL CONSULTORS 

q Article 202. The Superior General is assisted in the 
ordinary government of the Congregation by a Council 
composed of four Consultors. 

Article 203. These Consultors are elected by each Gen. 
eral Chapter according to Articles 178, 179 and 180. 
They may always be re.elected. 

Article 204. The polls are successive and determine 
the rank of the Consultors. The one who is named first 
has the title of a Vice,Sul?erior. 

Article 205. If a vacancy OCCUrs in the ronks of the 
Consultors, the Superior General with the consent of his 
Council, sholl fill the said vacancy, until the next Chap . 
ter. 

Article 206. The meetings of the Consultors under the 
presidency of the Superior General toke place at least 
once a month, or whenever necessity demands. 

Article 207. Let the members of the General Council 
be of one heart and mind with the .Superior General. 
giving to all others outstanding example of submission 
and reverence toward him. 

Article 208. At least two of the Consultors sholl live 
in the Motherhouse, one of them being the Vice.Superior. 

Article 209. Let the Consultors ossist the Superior Gen. 
eral in his rule accordingly as their consent or counsel is 

SERVANTS -2951 



PART /I 47 
• 

required by the provisions of the Constitutions and the 
prescriptions of Canon Law. 

Article 210. If the consent of the Consulters is required, 
the Superior Genera l may not volidly oct contrary 10 their 
vote: if it Is their counse l only that i~ required, it Is suf· 
ficient fo r val idity tho t the Superior Genera l has rece ived 
it. 

Article 211. Business of the Congregation that requires 
a deliberative vote of the General Council is: 

---..~ .............. ~ . 

1) The erection of houses and the suppression of al
ready existing houses, with the consent of the local 
Ordinary; 

2) Admission to the Novitiate and to First Profession; 
the selection of local Superiors, of the Moster of Novices 
and his Socius; deposition of the some from office; 

3) Deposition of a member of the General Council, 
with the permission of the Ordinary of the Motherhouse; 

• selection of his successor; 

4) Deposition and replacement until the next General 
Chapter of the General Secretory or the Treasurer General; 

5) Approval of the report on the financial condition of 
the Congregation which is to be submitted at times stated 
by the Constitutions; of contracts for the sale of property, 
of new obligations, of loons, with the previous consent 
of the local Ordinary of the House assuming the obliga
tion and in conformity with the norms laid down by the 
General Chapter; 

6) Business which Canon Low or the Constitution I? 
leaves to the decision oTtne-e>eneral Council; • . 

71 All other things which the General Chapter may 
hove designated to be important matter. 

Article 212. The Consultors will observe secrecy con
cerning all that pertains to their office . 

... - .. a .. ...,'!!II'_ .... _Es_tJ_~;o-.... ...,.-=_,..,',.....,'Ti.......,.----·~ ---- _ ...... - .... 

. ~ . 
of." ; ••• ~::.--...~.L. 

. I 

I. 

SERVANTS -2952 



, , , 
" , 

.-

., 

, , 

" . " . 

r ,.' '. 
~~~.~ __ ~ ____________ ~'~r= ____ ~ __ ~ ______ ........ __ ~·~_-.'~kewl.7t~z.·~-.. 

-J . 

48 CONSTITUTIONS , 

CHAPTER V 

OTHER GENERAL OFFICIALS 

Article 213. In addition to the Consullors, there will be 
a General Treasurer and a General Secretary. They are 
named by each General Chapter. They may always be 
re·elected (Cf. Articles 178 and 203}. 

Article 214. The General Treasurer administers the 
property under the direction of the Superior ~neral and 
under the supervision of the Council of Consultors, taking 
into account the prescriptions of the Code of Canon law. 

Article 215. The General Treasurer submits the ac· 
counts of his administration to the Council of Consultors 
once each year. Not the Congregation, but each House 
may legally possess and administer its own goods, mov· 
able and immovable. 

Article 216. The General Secretary keeps the records 
and sees to the correspondence necessary for the admin· 
istration of the Congregation under the supervision of the 
Superior General. 

Article 217. It is the duty of the Secretary to keep a 
book in which are inscribed the names of the members 
of the Congregation, with dates of birth, reception of 
Holy Orders, admission into religion, temporary and per· 
petual profession, and death. 

Article 218. The Congregation will be represented at 
Rome by a Procurator General, whose appointment is reo 
served to the Superior General in council with his Con· 
suitors (Article 6}. He is appointed until the next General 
Chapter, and during that interval he. cannot be changed 
without the authorization of the Holy See. He can always 
be appointed again . 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE CANONICAL VISITATION 

Article 21 9. Every three years the Superior General 
will, personally or by delegate, make a visitation of the 
houses of the Congregation. (Article 1921. 

Article 220. The scope of the visitation includes all the 
temporal and spiritual interests of the house. The Su
perior General, or he who takes his place, sh.oll inler
view privately the priests of the Congregation assigned 
to the house, and the loca l Superiors. During the visita
tion he con lay down whatever rules he Judges most 
oanduclve to the welfare of the house. 

Article 221 . If the Superior Generol does nof make 
the visitation personally, he sholl send In his place a 
Consultor, or a priest of Ihe Congregation chosen by 
himself In council with his Consultors, and sholl give him 
a socius. 

Article 222. It is the duty and the office of the Visitor 
10 Interrogate all the religious in a given House and to 
inform himself of all that has reference to the purpose of 
his visit; the religious on their parr are obliged to reply 
truthfully, nor may the Superiors justly in any manner 
render difficu lt Ihe fulfillment of this obligation or seek 
to limit the scope of the visit. Superiors or subjects who 
shall personally or through others, directly or indirectly. 
Induce religious to remain silent when questioned by the 
Visitor, or to dissimulate the truth in any way, or to be 
insincere in their statements, or who shall molest them 
under any pretext whatever because of the replies they 
made to the Visitor, shall be punished, depending on 
the gravity of their guilt, according to the prescriptions 
of Conan 2413, 1. 

Article 223. In his visitation of the houses, the dele
gated Visitor shall conform exactly to the instructions he 
has received. On his return he shall make on exact report 
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to the Superior General of all he has ascertained. The 
Superior General will refer the molter to his Council. 
He sholl decide nothing during his Visits unless the ques
tion be urgen t. In this cose he sholl g ive a provisional 
decision, pending a flnal decision of the Superior Gen
eral. 

Article 224. The delegated Visitor sholl preSide Over 
Ihe locol council meetings which he sholl conVene for 
his Visitation; but, since his authority extends on ly to the 
viSitation, he sholl nat preside over the community exer
cises. 

Article 225. The expenses of the ViSitation are defrayed 
by the House visited. 

CHAPTER VII 

THE TEMPORAL GOODS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Article 226. All the property 01 the Congregation, 
whether movable or immova ble, as such, is administered 
by the Treasu rer General under the dIrectIon of the Su
perIor General and the conlrol of hi, Council. The Treas. 
urer General sholl tdke on oa.th of secrecy and fidelity, 
a nd is bound by this octh even If he leoves the Congre
gation, 

With regard to pious foundations it is the duty of the 
Treasurer General , 

11 to prepare a ./1st of the obligations ariSing by reason 
of the pious foundation; 

21 likewise. to keep a book in which are recorded 
each indivIdual obligation, Whether perpetual or tem
porary, as well as the dote on which the obligatIon was 
lulf1lled, a nd the amount o f Income received, so that on 
exact account regarding all these obliga tions may be 
given to the Superior General twice a yea r; 

31 to procure the observance of the conditions laid 
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down by Canon or civil law, or by the founder, the donor, 
or other legitimate authority; 

4) to demand with care and at the right time the in
come and profits from properties, and to keep them in a 
safe place. To procure the use of an endowment ac
cording to the intentions of the founder or the rules of 
the Congregation. 

Article 227. The Treasurer General shall render an ac
count to the Superior General as often as the latter re
quests it. Once a year he shall make an official report 
for the entire year to the Superior General and the Coun
cil of the Consultors, who in turn shall report this to the 
next General Chapter. 

Article 228. All the property of each house and the 
goods belonging to it are administered by the Treasurer 
of the house under the supervision of the local Superior. 
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PART III 

Jlrttttdion.s mtb OOffials af ±qe 
Olongregafinn 

• • 

CHAPTER I 

lHE lOCAL SUPERIOR 

.. .... 
' . . . 

--' , 

> ". ";. : 

Article 229. The Superior of eoch House is appointed 
by the Superior General with the consent of his Council. 
His term of office is for three years; nevertheless, he may 
be kept in the same position for a second term of three 
yeors, but no! for a third term immediately consecutive 
In the same house. The local Superior chosen should 
have the qualifies needed to direct, at the some time, 
the priests of the Congregation confided to his core., ClOd 
the priest-guests in resldener.. 

Artide 230. A. they toke office, Superiors must, even 
though they already exercise similor authority, make a 
Profession of faith and take the Oath ogainst Modernism 
before the one making the appointment or his delegate. 

Article 231 . It the Superior of the Novitiate is also the 
Moster of Novices, he may continue in his office as Mas
ter of Novices, but not as Superior at the expiration of six 
years. (Article 25). 

Article 232. The governing or ruling of each penitential 
or retreat house rests on the local Superior. He presides 
over all the community exercises, he watches ov~ the 
observance of the rule, the discipline, and the temporal· 
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56 CONSTITUTIONS 

ities of the house. He works, above all, for the spiritual 
welfare of those in residence by giving series of spiritual 
and doctrinal conferences, by opportune advice, by clear 
and practical counsel. 

Article 233. The local Superior is charged with the re
sponsibility: 

1) of giving notice of and carrying into execution the 
decrees of the Holy See having reference to religious, and 
of procuring their observance among his subjects; 

2) of having the Constitutions publicly read at estab
lished times, so that they are covered at least twice a 
year; also, once a year those decrees which the Holy See 
has prescribed for public reading . , . 

3) of providing at least twice a month a devotional 
sermon or conference for all the residents of the House. 

Article 234. Local Superiors shall take care to see that 
the religious of the Congregation under their charge enjoy 
full and entire freedom for confession, (Canon 519). 

Article 235. At least four times a year he should write 
to the Superior General to give a complete account of the 
state of his house, and to ask his advice. 

Article 236. He cannot make a change of any import
ance in the rules and community customs without ask
ing the advice of the Superior General. 

Article 237. Each year, and any time at the request 
of the local Ordinary, he shall give an aocount of the 
finances to the Superior General. This summary should 
be first submitted to the house council. 

Article 238. When the local Superior is prevented 
from fulfilling his duties, or when he Is absent, he is re
placed by the assistant Superior named for this purpose 
by the Superior General. 

=-:;; i , .'~ :s:s-" i-W .... iI_ • q :au,** . 'gi2 . t ClPf1llEUZE kP 4 

SERV ANTS -2959 

12 #-CP ' 



PART III 57 

CHAPTER II 

THE ASSISTANT SUPERIOR 

Article 239. The assistant Superior whom the Superior 
General has named to take the place of the local Superior 
when he is prevented from fulfilling his duties, or when 
he is absent, shall occupy the first place after the Super
ior, for the other priests of the Congregation in the house, 
precedence is determined by seniority, based on date of 
ordination to the sacred priesthood. Should this be the 
same for ony members, then seniority in age will decide. 

Article 240. The assistant Superior ought to look care
fully after good order, the observance of the Constitu· 
tions, so as to give account in meetings, and when nee· 
essarY, to the Superior. 

Article 241. In order to preserve in the house the spirit 
of subordination and dependence, the soul of a holy 
community, the assistant Superiors shall reserve to the 
~uperior alone permissions, invitations, and appoint
ments to different offices in the house. Nevertheless, the 
assistant · Superior, as regards the exercise of functions 
under his care, should insure assiduity, punctuality, cor· 
rect deportment, with recourse to the Superior for the 
correction of transgressions. 

Article 242. Assistant Superiors are requested to write, 
when they judge it useful, to the Superior General and 
acquaint him with the state of the house or of their own 
personal interests. This correspondence with the Superior 
General is a right which is above any control on the part 
of the local Superior. 

CHAPTER III 

THE TREASURER 

Article 243. In each house, one of the priests of the 
Congregation fulfills the duties of Treasurer. He is named 
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58 CONSTITUTIONS 

to this position by the Superior General with the consent 
of his Council. 

Article 244. The Treasurer receives all subsidies, makes 
all the ordinary expenditures, and keeps accurate account 
of these in special books. 

Article 245. Extraordinary expense, major repairs, in 
a word, anything passing beyond the bounds of ordinary 
administration, should be submitted to the house council 
and, through them, for the approval of the Superior Gen
eral and his Council, and of the local Ordinary. 

Article 246. The Treasurer should give an account to 
the local Superior every month; they should always be 
prepared to submit an account to the Superior General. 

CHAPTER IV 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROPERTY 
AND REVENUES OF THE CONGREGATION 

Article 247. A report of the treasury should be made 
at least four times a year to the local Ordinary and to 
the Superior General, in accordance with the prescrip
tions of Article 237. 

Article 248. Foundations of Masses and donations with 
obligations attached, must be approved by the local Ordi
nary and the Superior General. They should be recorded 
in books kept in a safe place, and the obligations which 
they entail should be discharged on the days appointed. 

Article 249. Investments should be unquestionably 
sound. They will be managed by the Superior General, 
the local Superior and his Treasurer. 

Article 250. Without the permission of the Holy See, 
those contracts lack validity which prOVide for the sale 
of goods exceeding a value of $3000, or for contracting 
obligations in excess of the indicated amount, or for the 
disposition of highly valuable articles; otherwise, it is 

. + .< 4' , ~ . ell_(F 2 & ;u :. 
SERV ANTS -2961 

t 

-. -, -i .!;;~ ~~ -~~T'-( ~.,~ ;~;.:.~~} 1i'_~' ~:·.r,..-:*'j,:;;';~>,:,~:,-~~;~·~' :::~~::i~.~~~·J':/·:.f;ti·}<':1-~ ~ ~.t:(:~ i* ~.:;;,\~ i;~~.J, '~:r:~::-



----~~-~.--.----~.~--- .. . -.. .. _. ---"-' . . . . . 

PART III 59 

required, and suffices, to secure the written permission 
of the Superior General, whose permission in turn is 
granted with the consent of his Council manifested by 
secret ballot, and to observe the norms in these matters 
established by the General Chapter. In petitioning for 
permission to contract debts or obligations, mention must 
be made of other debts and obligations with which the 
moral person is burdened as of that day; otherwise the 
permission obtained is invalid. 

Article 251 . The Superiors are to be on guard against 
contracting obligations that cannot be provided for out of 
safely anticipated income, and against allowing amorti· 
zation of the principal sum to extend over too long a 
period. 

Article 2S2. All extraordinary expenditures must first 
be proposed to the Counci I. Nevertheless, the common 
consent of the Superior and the Treasurer may override a 
contrary opinion of the Council, on condition, however, 
that the matter be referred to the Superior General and 
to the local Ordinary. Borrowing must be approved by 
the majority of the local Council, with the approbation of 
the above mentioned authorities; and if there be need, 
the matter is referred to the Holy See. 

Article 253. In parishes confided to the Congregation, 
the general rules of Articles 247 . 249 are to be applied 
to the goods belonging to the community, and the treas· 
ury reports are to be presented monthly to the Superior 
of the house and quarterly to the Superior General. 

CHAPTER V 

MEETINGS IN EACH HOUSE OF THE PRIESTS 
OF THE CONGREGATION 

Article 254. The local Superior should call a meeting 
of the priests of the Congregation entrusted to his care, 
once a month, or better every fortnight, or as often as 
business demands it. 

I 
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60 CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 255. All priests of the Congregation of the 
Servants of the Holy Paraclete who have mode perpetual 
profession and who are fulfilling at least one of the ordi
nary functions of the house are entitled to a hearing at 
these meetings and must . be coiled thereto, unless the 
Superior General has decided otherwise. 

Article 256. At least on important questions, the Sec
retory sholl toke down in a special book all the deliber
otions and all the reasons which sholl be expressed for 
or against. These assemblies and the ensuing discus
sions assist the Superior General in the administration of 
the house. 

Article 257. In each local assembly the following rules 
sholl be observed: 

1) After the recitation of the customary prayers, the 
minutes of the lost meeting are read and signed by the 
Superior, after which one or more sections of the Con
stitutions is read. If the Superior has received some com
munication from the local Ordinary or the Superior Gen
eral, he announces it at the meeting so that it may be 
carried out by all. He then proposes the measures which 
he believes will be useful to the welfare of the house and 
calls for discussion . He then asks the Fathers if they have 
any proposals to make. 

2) When a priest wishes to make on important pro
posal, it is necessary that the Superior be acquainted 
with it beforehand, that he may have time to consider 
it and to inform the other priests of the house about it: 
Thus, no one will be exposed to the embarrassment which 
Is inevitable when one finds himself obliged to decide 
matters at short notice. 

3) In discussing the questions, each one sholl speak 
in turn according to rank, without being interrupted by 
anyone; each sholl be satisfied with stating his opinions 
and the reasons for them Without bitterness and without 
contention, Finally, each sholl submit peacefully to the 

, IL\"" ZiP 
SERVANTS -2963 

/ .. - .. . 

.:-.. '~ I:; I~· i: ~;j~e:'.~< ... !:~ ... . : 1~.: ~_; ~. -~ i- f ~:~ .. ~.~~:! :1·::~~·~:;'.l.~?~~~:,;,~~,·~;~~~~~~~~,j:;.:1:/·";:~:.ff:f::~~~l;t ~ J:. t·~ .... ';;'{~ i·:.t:;~~ 1~.r:-~ ·f;f~·~;· 



-----------------------------~----...... 

:.';' 

• 

PART III 61 

decision of the majority, whatever contrary opinion he 
might have. 

4) The meetings end with the customary prayers. 

Article 258. All important matters should be put before 
the local assembly and decided by a majority vote. The 
Superior should then submit the decision to the Superior 
General if need be. If the execution of a decision allows 
of no delay, it can be carried out at once, but it is to be 
referred afterwards to the Superior General. 

Articl 259. In all local assemblies when the votes are 
equal, the local Superior shall, after the third ballot, de· 
cide the question. The use of this privilege is optional 
with the Superior. 

Article 260. The Secretary of the local assembly, whose 
duty is to record the minutes of the meetings, is named 
by the Superior General. 

Article 261. One should never speak to outsiders con
cerning the confidential matters that go on in the assem
bly meetings. The reason for this restriction should be evi
dent. Let nothing be said which might be turned to the 
disadvantage of the house in general , or of the individ
uals who live in it. 

Article 262. The Superior alone can speak in the name 
of the assembly and communicate its decisions or recom
mendations either to the local Ordinary, to the entire 
community, or to individual members of the community 
who are not entitled to be in attendance at the assem
blies. 

CHAPTER VI 

THE FORCE OF THE CONSTITUTIONS 

Article 263. The prescriptions of the Constitutions 
based on Divine or ecclesiastical laws maintain the obli
gation proper to those laws. Those prescriptions which 
refer to the vows, or determine the remote or proximate 
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62 CONSTllUTIONS 

materials of the $ame and the manner of their observ
ance, acquire their obl1gatlon from the vows fhemselves. 
Those prescriptions which hove reference 10 the govern
men! of the Congregation. determine the necessary of
flces. the duties involved in their exercise, and bask 
rules. also. the prescriptions which determine the nature 
and special purpose of the Congregation. create an obli· 
galion In proportion to the gravity of the matter involved. 

Disclplinory or oscetlcal prescriptions. not Included In 
those prescriptions mentioned above, do nOI of Ihem
selves oblige directly under pain of guilt evsn though 
they may involve mailer having reference to the vow and 
virtue of obedience. The transgression of these prescrip
tions. even minor ones. If done out of formal contempt. 
or for provocation, or with a wrong Inlenlion. or If scan
dal Is given and loxitt In the spirihJol life results. the 
guilt corresponds to the violated virtues. 

LAUDETUR JESUS CHRISlUS 
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~etter of ~. ~!JlUdius of ~o1a 
(h ~htbiettu 

• * 

"THE VIRTUE AND VOW OF OBEDIENCE" 

Leiter of St. Ignatius of Loyola to the 
Brethren of the Society of Jesus. 

IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA TO THE BRETHREN OF THE SOCIETY 
OF JESUS IN PORTUGAL WISHES GRACE AND LOVE 
EVERLASTING IN CHRIST OUR LORD. 

1. It is a cause of great comfort to me, most dear 
Brethren in Christ, to hear with what an earnest desire 
and endeavor you strive to attain to the highest perfec
tion of all virtue and piety by His favor, Who, as He has 
called you to this kind of life, so in His mercy keeps you 
in the some, and directs you to that blessed end, where
unto those that are chosen by Him do arrive. 

2. And truly, though I wish you to be perfect in all 
spiritual gifts and ornaments, yet especially do I desire 
(as you have understood of me heretofore) to see you most 
eminent in the virtue of obedience; and this not only for 
the excellent and singular fruits thereof, which are proved 
by many testimonies of Holy Writ, and by examples both 
in the Old and New Testaments; but also because, as St. 
Gregory says: "Obedience is the only virtue that plants all 
other virt"". in the mind, and preserves them after they are 
once p/anted.'" 

l. Gtet .• t;b. 35; Mwal.. CClp. 10. 

65 

• 

.1 .. . 

SERV t\NlS -2967 



<t-it , '" , 
,. , , 

~\" 
" 

" 

i 

/ 
.I 

I , 

~.' 

/ 
/ 

/ 

, 

/1 

.1 .• ~ 
~! I 

[ 
J .. 
'1, .. 

" 

; 
I~' 
r, 
1, 

,j 

" • 

" 
~. 

66 CONSTITUTIONS 

As long as this virtue shall flourish, all others doubt· 
less will flourish, and bring forth in your hearts such 
fruits as I desire, and He with good reason requires, Who 
by His salutary obedience repaired mankind when of· 
flicted and destroyed through the crime of disobedience, 
becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.2 

OBEDIENCE PROPER TO THE SOCIETY 

3, More easily may we suffer ourselves to be sur
passed by other Religious Orders in fasting, watching 
and other severities in diet and apparel, which ac
~ording to their institute and rule every 'one does 
piously practice; but In true and perfect 'obedience 
and the abnegation of our will and judgment, I g reatly 
desire, most dear Brethren, that those who -serve God 
in this Society should be conspicuous and that true 
and genuine offspring of the same should, as It were, 
be distinguished by this mark. thaI they regard not the 
individua l whom they obey, but Christ Our Lard in him, 
lor whose love they obey, For the Superior Is not to be 
obeyed because he is prudent or virtuous, or excels In any 
ather Divine gift. whatsoever It be; but for this only, that 
he stands in the place of God, and has authority from 
Him Who says: He thai heareth lIOU hearelh M. and he that 
despiseth you despiset h me.3 

Neither, an the other hand. if he be of less under· 
standing or prudence. is he therefore to be the less obeyed 
In that wherein he Is Superior; sInce he bears His person 
Whose Wisdom con not be deceived. and Who will supply 
whatsoever shall be wanflng In His substitute, w hether it 
be virtue or other qualities, Wherefore Chris! Our Lord, 
w hen He had soid In express and open terms, Upon the 
chair of Moses halh sitlen the Scribe! and PhariJee., presently 
added: All things therefore whatsoever they , hall lay to you, 
observe and do; but QUOrding 10 lheir IDOrh do ye not.' 

2. ""lip. II . t. 
3. he. X. 14. 
4. Mott. XXIII. 2, 3. 
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MOTIVES OF OBEDIENCE 

4. Wherefore, I desire that you should earnestly en
deavor with all care and diligence to acknowledge Christ 
in every superior, and, with great devotion , reverence 
and obey in him the Divine Majesty. This w ill seem to 
you less strange, if you consider how the Apostle St, 
Paul commands us to obey even secular Superiors and 
Gentiles as we would obey Christ Himself, from Whom 
all well-ordered authority is derived, for thus he writes 
to the Ephesians, Be obedient to them thai are your temporal 
lora.. ""cording to lhe {/ah, wilh fear and trembling. 111 Ihe 
simplldty of your hellrh, (It to Chrill: nOI serving to the eye, 
(lSit were pleasing ""'II. bul (IS ~ervantl of Christ, doing lhe wi/! 
of God trom lhe heart; with a good will ,erving as to the lArd 
and nol 10 men.' 

And from this you yourself may judge what account in 
his heart a religious man ought to make of his Superior, 
to whom he ha. given himself to be ruled ond governed, 
not only as to a Superior, but e)(pressly 05 to one that has 
the place of Christ - whether he should look on him as 
man, or as the Vicar of Christ. 

PERFORMANCE - THE FIRST DEGREE OF OBEDIENCE 
SUBMISSION OF WILL - THE SECOND 

DEGREE OF OBEDIENCE 

5. Moreover, I desire rhot th is should be thoroughly 
understood and deeply imprinted In your minds, that It Is 
but a base and a very Imperfect kind of obedience which 
consists In the e)(ternal QJ<e<:Ulion only of that wh ich Is 
commanded; a nd thaI it is not worthy of the nome of vir· 
lue, unless It pass to a further degree, making the will of 
the Superior our will, and so agreeing with the same thaI 
not only 15 there on e><lernal ful fIllment of the command, 
but also agreement of the Will, sO that bolh may be of 

s. ~ VI. 5, '. 7. 
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68 CONSTITUTIONS 

one mind in willing and not willing the same. And for 
this reason it is said in Holy Writ: Obedience is belter 
lhan sacrifice.6 

For as St. Gregory teaches us: "In victims the flesh of 
another, bul in obedience our own will is killed."7 

And because this part of the soul is so excellent, hence 
it is that the offering of it to Our lord and Creator through 
obedience is of great price and value. 

6. Oh! in how great and dangerous an error are not 
only they involved, who think it lawful to swerve from 
the will and appointment of their Superior in things ap
P,ertalnlng 10 'he. flesh and blood, but In such also as are 
ollierwlse very holy and 'pirltual , such as fasting, prayer, 
or other good works. let them gi\le ear to whot Cassian 
prudently remorks In the Conference of Daniel the Abbot. 
.aylng: "It i.r one and lhe same kind of daobed;"",,", whether 
in eameJlness of /c.bor or the deslr. of eas", one br.ales the com
mand of the SlLperior; and as prejudicial to go against the sla
I<tfes of the monosteTj/ out of slolh as out of watchfuln ... ; and 
finally, it is ... mueh a fault to transgress I he precept of the 
Abbot for the .~ of reading ... 10 condemn It for the sake of 
5leeping. "8 

Holy was the action of Martha, holy the contemplation 
of Mary Magdalen, and holy the penance and tears 
wherewith she watered the feet of Christ, Our lord: but 
a ll this was la be done In Bethania, which word I. inter
preted the house of obedience, whereby Our lord would 
signify to us, os St. Bemard says: "that neither the en
d."""r 0/ good works, nor lhe qu;1e! of contemplation, nOr Ow 
tears 01 the p"nlrenf, could haw been groteful unto ''HIm oul 
of Betha.ni4."9 

7. Wherefore, most dear Brethren, cost off wholly as 
for as you can, your own wills: give up freely and dedi
cate to our Creator in His substitute the freedom He has 
bestowed upon you. Da not consider thaI you are reap-

f. I I •. XV. 22. 
7. Gt>tg., Ii". lS; Motal , ClIP. 10. 
• • CAlI. CoIl. IV. cap.. 20. 
, . ..... s.m.. od .ilit. T..,.I .• COfII. 13 
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ing but little advantage from your free will, by being 
able to give it back fully, through obedience, to Him from 
Whom you received it. And by so doing you not only do 
not lose the same, but rather increase and perfect it; 
since by this means you direct all your wills by that most 
certain rule of rectitude, the will of God interpreted unto 
you by him who governs you in the place of God. 

B, And for this reason you must a lways be very care
ful, that you never ..... k to wrest the Superior's wi ll (which 
you ought to look upon os the will of God Himself) unto 
your own; for t his would be, not to confo rm your will 
unto God's, but to endeavor to rule His will by yours, in· 
verting the order of his Divine Wisdom. Oh! how great 
an error it is, and one which belongs to such as self·love 
has blinded, to account themselves obedient, when by 
some means or other they have brought the Superior to 
that which they desire. listeri to St. Bernard, a man emi
nently experienced in this matter: "Who!o.veT (say! he) 
endeavon eflher openly or eouert!y tD hiw. hi! . plritutJl father 
enfoln him lDiuu he hinml/ desire... de~ive, hims6lf. if he 
flat(u! himself he U /I true follower 0/ obedience; for in chen he 
does not obey hi! Superior, but Til/her the Superior obey! him."'O 

It follows, therefore, that whosoever is desirous of the 
virtue of obedience must necessarily attain to th is seoond 
degree, so as not only to fulfill the Superiors command. 
but to make a lso t he Supe rio r's will hi~ own will, or 
rather, to lay aside hi s ow n will thot he may put on the 
will of God, declared to him by his Superior. 

SUBMISSION OF JUDGMENT· THIRD DEGREE 
OF OBEDIENCE 

9 , But he that w ill wholly sacrifice himself to God. 
besides his will must also offer up his underslandlng 
(which is the third and highest degree of obedience) that 
he may nat only w ill. but also think the selfsame with his 

10. lam. 5_. d, trib. ordi ... Eccletlo •• 
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Superior; and submit his own judgment unto him, as for 
as a devout will can bend the understanding. For though 
this power of the soul has not that freedom wherewith 
the will is endowed and by nature is drawn to assent 
10 whatsoever is represented unto it as true, yet, never· 
theless, in many things in which the evidence of the 
known truth does not force it, it may by the strength of 
the will be inclined more one way than another. When 
these things happen, whosoever professes obedience must 
submit himself to the judgment of the Superior. For 
obedience being a holocaust In which the whole man, 
nothing at all excepted, is offered up unto His Crealor 
and Lord in the fire of Charity, through the hands of His 
sobstitute, and as it Is also a full renunciation , In which 
a religious man freely yields up all his own righTS, to 
dedicate ond bind himself to God, to be poS$Bssed and 
governed by His Divine Providence by means of his Su
perior; It cannot be denied that obedience comprehends 
not only the executian, so that the person do what is 
commanded, and the will, so that he do it willingly, but 
also the judgment, thot whatsoever the Superior com
mands and thinks good, seems jusl and reasonable, to 
the inferior, so for, as I have said, as the will by ITS force 
and vigor can bend the understanding. 

NECESSllY OF THE THIRD DEGREE OF 
OBEDIENCE 

, O. Would that this obedience of the understanding 
and (udgment were as much understood and put in prac
tlc;e by men, as it Is grateful to God, and nece.ssary for 
all those who live in Religion. For as in the celestial 
bodies and glow, to the end that one may Import mo
tion to the other, It is necessary that the Inferior globe 
be plated so as to be below the superior one, that there 
be a certain subordination and subjection the one to the 
other, so amongst men, when one is moved by another's 
authority (as happens in obedience), It Is necessaiy that 
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he who depends upon another be subject and subordi
nate, to the end that he may receive some virtue and in
fluence from him who commands. Now this kind of 
subjection and obedience can in no wise stand, unless 
the will 'and judgment of the inferior agree with the will 
and judgment of the Superior. 

11 . MDreover, If we regard the end and [ntention of 
obedience, as our w ill, so our ludgment may be deceived 
as to what is good for us, Wherefore, if, lest our will 
should stray, we conform to the will of the Superior, our 
understanding 15 also to be ruled by his, to the end that 
it may not err: Lean nol "pon thy own P"'~' says the 
Holy Scriptures." 

And even in worldy matters, those who are wise IudS" 
it to be The part of a prudent man not to trust his own wis
dom, especially In his own cause, in which, when the 
mind is troubled, one can hardly be a good judge. And 
[f in matters concem[ng ourselves we are 10 prefer the 
judgment and counsel of another, who Is not our Super
ior, before our own; how much more the counsel and 
judgment of the Superior to whom We have yielded our
selves to be directed, as to one who is In the place of 
God, and the interpreter of HIs DivIne WfII. And certain 
it is that in spiritual matters and of persons $0 much the 
more heed 1$ to be token. 0$ the danger of a spiritual 
course is greater when one runs along it without the 
bridle of counsel and dIscretion. Wherefore Casslan, in 
the conference of the Abbot Moses, says: "By no other 
uice d06$ the deuU draw a monk headlong, and bring him to 
dealh .ooner, than by p" ...... uling him to negleot 1M oou""~! 0/ 
the ElderJ, and ITUSt to hU own judgment and determinatiorL"" 

12. Moreover, unless we have this obedience of the 
undemanding, It Is Impossibl .. that either the consent of 
our will or the execution will be such as It ought to be; 
for nature itself has so ordained, that the concupiscible 

11. ~. 111,5. 
12. eo •. con. II. cop. 11. 
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72 CONSTITUTIONS 

power of the soul must follow the apprehensive, and the 
will, without violence. cannot long obey against the un· 
derstanding. And If there bit any who for some time 
obey, induced by that common apprehension that obey 
they mu,' though commanded amiss, yet doubtless this 
connot be firm and connan!, and so perseverance fails . 
or at least the perfection of obedience. which consists in 
obeying promptly and with alacrity, for there can be no 
alacrity and diligence where there is discord of minds 
and opinions. There perishes tha.t ual and speed in per· 
forming, when we doubt whether it is expedient or not 
to do what Is commanded. There per15hes that renowned 
simplicity of blind obedience, when we call in question 
the iustice of the command, and perhaps even we con
demn the Superior, because he bids us do such things 
as are not very pleasing unto us) humility fall.. for 
although on the one hand we obey, yet on the other we 
prefer ourselves to our Superior; fortitude In difficult 
enterprl.~ falls. and, in short, the whole force and dig. 
nity of Ihis virtue is lo.t. And in place thereof there arise 
pain, trouble, reluctance, weariness, murmurings, e"cus~ 
and other viees of no small moment, by which the value 
and merit of obedience is wholly destroyed. Wherefore 
St. Bernard speaks as fo llows of those who take II ill 
when things are enjoined That seem somewhat hard unto 
them, "If !IOU begin to grieve at thi$. to judge !lour S ... perior, 
10 murmur in you.r heart, though outwardly !Iou fulfill what i$ 
command~, yet Ihis i$ not the uirtue 01 pcUU""o, bU.1 a cloak. 

of yoW' m41ice!"3 
And if peace and tranquility of mind 1$ dltSired, h .. 

certainly shall arrive unto it, who has within himself the 
cause of his disquiet and trouble, to wil, Ihe disagreeing 
of his own judgment with Ihe law of obedience. 

13. And therefore, for the maintaining of union, which 
is the bond of every Sodety, the Apostle so eomestly 
exhorts all to think and scry the same thing, that by the 
agreeing of their wills and ludgments they may be mu-
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tually comforted and sustained." Now if there must be 
one and the same sentiment between the members and 
the head, you may easily ludge whether, It Is mote lust 
that the head should yield to the members, or the mem
bers unto the head. It is plain, then, by what has been 
hitherto said, how necessary is this obedience of the 
understanding. 

EXCEllENCE OF THE THIRD DEGREE 
OF OBEDIENCE 

14. But how perfed the same is in itself, a nd how 
pleasing to God, we may gather by this: Firs~, because 
ther.eby the most excellent and precious part of man is 
consecrated unto Him: secondly. because the obedient 
ma n Is by this means made a IIvi ng holocaust most 
grateful to His Divine Malesty, keeping nothing whatso
ever to himself; lastly, by reason of the great difficulty of 
the combat; for the obedient man overcomes himself for 
the love of God, and resists that nal ural Inclination which 
all men have to embrace and follow their own opinion. 
Hence therefore, It follows that obedience though its 
proper fruit seems to be to perfect the will. inasmuch as 
it makM It prompt a nd ready at the beck of the Superior. 
yet it must also belong to the understanding as we have 
decla red, and bring it to be of the selfsame opinion in 
all things with the Superior. that all forces of our will 
and understanding being united together. we may ful· 
fill what Is commanded with 01 I speed and integrity. 

• 

MEANS FOR ACQUIRING THE THIRD DEGREE 
OF OBEDIENCE 

15. ·It seems to me, most dear Brethren, I hear you say 
that you now no longer doubt of the necessity of this 
virtue, but that you earnestly desire to know how you 

" . 1_. xv. s,. I Cor. I, II), 2 Cot. XIII , Il, PIIII. II, 2 . 
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may attain to the perfection thereof. To this question I 
answer with St, Leo: "Nothing is difficult unto the humble, 
and nothing hard unto the meek,"'s 

So that, if humility and mildness are not wanting in 
you, assuredly God will not be wanting in His goodness 
to help you to perform that which you have promised 
Him, not only patiently, but also willingly. 

FIRST MEANS 

w . 

16. Moreover, three things I will lay down unto you, 
which wi ll great ly further you in the altal nment of this 
obedience of your understanding, The first Is, as I have 
sold in the beginni ng, that you do not behold in the per
son of your Superior a man ·subject to errors and miseries, 
but Christ Himself, Who Is the Highest Wisdom, Im
measurable Goodness, and Infinite Charity, Who neither 
can be deceived nor will deceive you . And because you 
a re conscious within you rselves that you have undertoken 
this yoke of obedience for the love of God, to the end 
that you might, in fo llowi ng the Superior's will, marc 
assuredly follow the Divine Will, doubt not but the most 
faithful charity of Our Lord will continually direct you, 
and lead you to the right way, by the hands of those 
whom He has given you for Superiors. Wherefore, hear 
their voice no otherwise than 1f it were the voice of 
Christ, seeing that the Aposfle, writing to the Colossians, 
ond exhorting subjects to obey their masters, says as fol
lows: Wlumoeuer you do, do it from the hellTt, .... to the Lord 
and nol to II14II, knowing t"'" you shall roeej"" of the Lord the 
relDllTd of inheritance: serue ye the Lord /esus. ' • 

And St. Bernard: ''Whether God, 0' His man substitute, 
command. anything, IDe must obey with equal diligence, and 
per/orm it with like reverence, when how."", man commands 
nothing I"'" is contrary to God."17 

I S. leo. SemI. 5 de EpiphaIMCI. 
16. Col. III . 22, ,,f . 
• 7. a.m. Tred. de pnMC."to at di.-t., cop. , . 
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And thus if you do not look upon man with the eyes 
of the body, but with those of the soul, it will certainly 
not be hard to conform your will and judgment to that 
rule which you yourselves have chosen. 

SECOND MEANS 

17. Another means is, that you always seriously en
deavor to justify within yourselves that which your Su· 
perior commands or thinks best, but never to disapprove 
it. And to this it will help, to be well affected towards 
whatsoever he shall command; whereby you shall not 
only obey without trouble, but even with joy and pleas
ure. For, as St. leo says: "It u not hard to serve, when we 
love that which u commanded."'. 

THIRD MEANS 

1 B. The last means to subject your understanding, both 
more easy and secure, and one a lso in use among tne 
holy Fathers, is to determine within yourselves what
soever the Superior commands to be Ihe commandment 
and will of Almlgnty God Himself; and as to believe 
what the Catholic Faith propose., you at once bend all 
the forces of your mind to consent thereunto; so In doing 
tha t which your Superior commands, you must be carried 
wIth a sort of blind Impulse of your will, desirous to obey. 
So it Is to be thought that Abraham ected, when bid to 
sacrifice his son Isaac:" 

So in the time of the New Testament did some of those 
Holy Fathers act of whom Cassian speaks:'" 

So John the Abbot acted, who did not question whether 
that which he was commanded was profitable or not, as 
when, with such great and continued labor, for a year 
together, he watered a dry stick; nor whether it could be 
done or not, when he endeavored so earnestly, 10 move 

18. L_. s... • d. j.I_,wo 1. _is... 
". a ... XXII. 
20. C-. d. IlistiNtIe hnuntlorlfl.",. Ub. IV., cap . 
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a huge rock, which many men together could not hove 
stirred, This kind of obedience we see sometimes to hove 
been confirmed by miracle, For to say nothing of others, 
whom you yourselves a re not Ignorant of, Maurus, St, 
Benedict's disciple, going by command of his Superior 
Into a lake, did not slnk,n 

Another, being bid by his SuperIor to bring a lioness 
to hIm, took hold of her and brought her unto hIm," 

Wherefore, tnis manner of subjecting oUr own judg
menl so as, without questioning, to sanction and approve 
within ourselves whatsoever the Superior rommands, is 
not only a common practice among holy men, but also 
to be imitoted by all who are desIrous of perfect abed, 
ience, in all thi ngs where manifestly there appears no 
sin. 

19. Neither are you hindered by Ihis, if anything 
occurs to you different from the Superior's opinion and 
it s",ems (a fter you herve commended Ihe same humbly 
to God) that it ough t to be declared, but that you may 
propose unto hIm, Wherein, test self-love and your own 
judgm'ent should deceive you, this precaution is to be 
token, that you remain both before and after you have 
mode the proposition most indifferent, not only as to 
undertaking or relinquishing the matter of which Ihere is 
question, but also as to approving and thinking better, 
whatever seems good to the Superior. 

SUBORDINATION OF OBEDIENCE 

20, And this which I have said of obedience is equally 
to be observed by every private person towards his im
mediate Superior, and by the Rectors and local Superiors 
towards the Provincial, and by the Provincials towards 
the General, and by the General towards him whom 
God has placed over him, to wit, His Vicar upon earth; 
to the end that thus a perfect distinction of degrees, 

21. G8g. OioI., IIlI. II, c.p. 7. 
n . •• Viti. P?, Ii". Y., IiNtI. 1', . .... 
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and consequently peace and charity, may be preserved, 
without which the right government neither of our Sa· 
ciety nor of any other Congregation, can be maintained. 
And this kind of proceeding the Divine Providence uses 
in disposing all things sweetly," and bringing them to 
their appointed ends, the lowest by the middlemost, and 
the middlemost by the highest. Whence also flows that 
subordination in Angels of one Hierarchy towards an
other, and that perfect harmony of the celestial bodies 
and all things which are moved, each in its own determ· 
ined place and position; whose revolutions and motions 
proceed in order and by degrees from one supreme 
mover unto the lowest. The same we see upon earth, 
as well in all well·ordered commonwealths, as most of 
all in the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, whose members and 
functions all are derived from one General Vicar of 
Christ Our Lord; and the more exactly this disposition 
and order is kept, the better will be the whale govern· 
ment; and, on the other hand, there is no one who does 
not see what grevious damages have befallen various 
Congregations through the neglect thereof. And therefore, 
in this Society, whereof Our Lord has delivered unto me 
some charge and care, I desire this virtue should be prac· 
ticed as diligently, and flourish as perfectly, as if the 
whole good and safety of our Society depended thereon. 

21 . Wherefore, that where my letter began there also 
it may end, I mast earnestly beseech you for the sake 
of Christ Our Lord, Who gave Himself unto us nat only 
as a Master, but also as an Example of obedience, that 
you will bend all your forces to the attaining of this 
virtue; and that, desirous and greedy of so glorious a 
Victory, you will endeavor to overcome yourselves, that 
is, to conquer and subdue the most excellent and difficult 
part of the soul, your will, I say, and understanding; to 
the end that the true and solid knowledge and love of 
God Almighty Our Lord, may draw you Wholly unto 
Him, and rule and govern you in the whole course of this 

23. Sop. VIII, 1. 
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life ond pilgrimage, until ot length He bring you ond 
many others assisted by your help ond exomple, to the 
lost ond most hoppy end of bliss everlasting , 

I commend myself most earnestly to God in your 
prayers, 

From Rome, the 26th of March, 1553. 

LAUDEnJR JESUS CHRISTIJS 

e,g '0. ,,"IAi 4 ... ;z 35 X g $ & 
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