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Re: Father Janssen

_ July 14, 1953

Your Excellency: . |
: Yesterday morning (¥onday, July 13)I received a call by.
phane fram Father DeCoursey from Fairfield. Father DeCoursey hed just bad
a long talk with Father-Janssen, just recently appointed to East Fleasant
Tlzin, TFather Janssen ceme over to canfide in Father DeCourseye . :

Father DeCoursey reparted that Father Janssen 'was ina .
very distraught state of pind., He was all upset and gave every evidence -
of being on the verge of a nervous breakdown. The ‘aifficulty is the
1oneliness of the place at East Ploadant Plain., TFather Janssen seems to
have an obsession against the place, He doesn't eat because his stomach
1s tied up in a lmot; he can't sleepe ° - - '
- Father DeCoursey advised him to go back o East Fleasan

_ Plajn and Speak to Father Hetzstein. It just happened that Fgather Wotz=
stein was in Fort Mzdison for the day straightening out scme matters.con-’
cerned with his mother's recent death. Father Wetzstein did return to

" Bast Pleasant Plain.

" I heard nothing more untll about 3:30 that seme afternoon
(yesterday, Monday, July 15) when Father DeCoursey again called me and asked
if T conld come domms I erranged to meet at Fairfisld the same eveninge

T had an oppor‘b}mity to speak to Father Janssen alone. It
seems that he has never liked the country, even as a boy he Yoathed his
uncle' farm. His promary interes¥he says, 1s youth, He wants to be with
them; he wants them around. There must be samething going cme. Al East :
Ploasant Flain this opportunity -just doesn't seem to present itself. .

.-+, 1 inquired whether he came to East Pleagant Plain with.same
preconceived ideas against the place or the Pastors He assured me he had
_ no misgivings ebout the place before he came and that he has nothing against
Father Wetzstein. Vhen he arrived ho says the place just gobt hime He gets
so nervous that he wants to scream, ard he 'did just that once. - He says that
he just has to have pecple around himself, :

: . T tried tb impress upon him the golden oppm:hmity he had to
learn about the comtry, its problems, its peopls, &s a preparation for the
countty parish he would undoubtedly saueday recelve gs-an assignmente

His attitude of mind is wreng, There is an evident lack of -
naturity, a failure to meet a situation and acclimate hinself to it. Because .
" of this lack of prudence there is elways the danger of him leaving. In fact he
(Father Janssenfdid mention thinking-6f:thig possibility when he was so dis~
traught in mind, . '
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"I spoke to Father Vetzatein and he mentioned the fac\‘? “that Father
Janssen had eaten little or nothing over the week-end, After confessions on
Saturday evening Father Janssen got up and leff, Iater F,ther Wetzstein learn=
0d ihat he had gone to Brighton to a show, TFather Wetzstein had spoken to

him =d tried to make him welcaiee i

. As a parting pramise, Father Janssen s&id he would remain at his
assignmente I promised that I would speak to Your Excellency sbout the problem. '
I made no pramises whatsoevere .

... T am hoping that in the meanwhile Father Janssen has overcome nis
antipathy to the‘place and has begun to acclimite himself, Fram my experience
_ of yesterday and last eve;:i:ng T em rather pessimistic about tms=_lpqssi'bility.

* Father Dingman
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