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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR JOHNSON COUNTY

MICHAEL KASPER, ROBERT KASPER,
and ARDEN KASPER,

Plaintiffs, LAW NO. 53102
DEPOSITION OF
BISHOP GERALD
O'KEEFE

va.

ki

)

)

)

)

)

‘ )
FATHER JAMES ELMER LEU, }
individually and as agent )
of Diocese of Davenport and )
Roman Catholic Bishop of )
Davenport; MOST REVEREND )
GERALD O'KEEFE, FATHER HARRY }
LINNENBRINK, and MONSIGNOR )
W. ROBERT SCHMIDT, all )
individually and as agents )
)

)

)

)

)

)

oa\G\“A\-

‘0of the Diocese of Davenport;

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF
DAVENPORT; and THE DIOCESE OF

DAVENPORT,

Defendants.

DEPOSITION OF BISHOP GERALD O'KEEFE,
taken at the Law offices of Lane & Waterman,
600 Davenport Bank Building, Davenport, Iowa, oOn
June 12, 1991, commencing at 9:10 a.m., bLLED
M"""ﬂw.“
Alanna G. Jeffery, Certlfled Shorthand Reporte;“ahﬁ
257 12
Notary Public in and for the StateEBﬁ%Iowa. ATso
o D F. STEINBRECH
present: Defendants Monsignor W. Ro%§¥¥ mIééURT

and Father Harry Linnenbrink; and Kathy Flynn from
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initiated against him, ofr began?

a. I'm not sure. It was sometime in the
spring of '89.

Q. Was it before you.suspended his

faculties?

A. No, afterwards, i think.

Q. What, then, prompted you to suspend his
faculty?

A. His leaving the Kahl Home.

Q. why did he leave the Kahl Home?

A, I can't tell you wﬁat his own disposition
wWas. I don't know.

Q. was that an action +hat he took on his
volition?

A, Yes. That's correct.

Q. You didn't ask him to leave.

A. I did not ask him.

Q. Why would the lJeaving the Kahl Home in

itself, if it did, result in suspension of his

faculty?
A. Because he wasn't mlnlsterungfszquody,
and the criminal action had become moigjﬁmmiﬁgﬁ%g'

Q. Before Father Leu was accus@@@dlSé@%hal
Prits oF mee

misconduct, Bishop, have you had a gwgﬁ@&s &l % g%#
E £ DISTRICT &

Diocese accused of sexual mlsccnduct°
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A Yes.
Q. When, in time, did it happen before?
a. I think about a year before.
Q. Was any canonical proceedings initiated

against the priest accused of that conduct?

A. No. We suspendeé his faculties, and
he went away for treatment.

Q. Apd before that time, a yeér befofe'
Father Leu was accused, any other priest accﬁéed
while you've been Bishop?

A. No.

Q. There was no criminal proceediﬁg in
connection with th;t priest, was there?

A. That is correct. There was not.

Q. Now, You are aware ihat Father Leu
altimately got charged in the criminal courts and
altimately pled guilty to a matter and that the
public record reflects that it happened very
guickly.

My guestion to you. Bishop, is, did you

become involved 1n any way in that ma?t‘eLE.D

...... ?-“’
A. only after he pleaded gu;k;y-k¥ wés asked
to write a letter to the judge. CH
STEN  OURT
Q. Who asked you to do that"ED\NARDF ‘STR\CTC'OU
A His attorney, Mr. Berger. Mr. Lane was

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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Q} VHad the polluy began to be fcrmuiated

',before 1t was dlsclosed that Fathﬁr Leu had been

. engaged in séxual‘condugt_thh thldren?r

A. I don t know. I‘m,hbt Cleab'cn my‘da;és.{‘

 Q.v- The other prlest of the Dlocese of

‘Savénpoft;that you had mentloned had been accused.'

- of Sexdai mlsconduct that has resulted zn ‘some so:t>."

of ;ivil_lawSu;t; has your depoqltzon been taken in-

‘that matter?

‘A.. No. No, it has not.

-'Q}-‘ ﬁas thétmattef”béen_coﬁéiﬂdgd; aﬁ ydu‘
know? | | - . |
A. - Nou .
9. It ispéﬁdingé

 ‘A, ,:Yes;
é.: Oiger thag tﬁaﬁ pfieétrand Paﬁﬁér,Léu;
éd:this déyy have';ﬁf ofherjprieSES{ E;gyou;: |
kndﬁledge, beén accused of séxual mlscondugt wlth‘
‘youths since yoﬁ ve been Elshop?
'A; Not to my knowledge, no.

st

.

.....
et

it

: T e ' '
Q. And so the only tlmes you hﬁﬁﬂf@gdﬁﬁh

Leu and that ofther priest. 1s rhirCH§$rﬁrt’

A, That is right.,

AT ANNA IFFFFRY (SR RPR. (M



