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TN THE TOWA DISTRTCT COURT FOR JOHNSON COUNTY
SIS Oy

FEBO 5.

LAW NO. 53102

MICHAEL KASPER, ROBERT KASPER,
and ARDEN KASPER,

‘ Plaintiffs,

DEPOSITION OF

vs.
. MONSIGNOR
FATHER JAMES ELMER LEU, MICHAFEL J.
Individually and as agent MORRISSEY

of Diocese of Davenport and
Roman Catholic Bishop of
Davenport; MOST REVEREND
GERALD O'KEEFF, FATHER HARRY
LTNNENBRTNK, and MONSIGNOR
W. ROBERT SCHMIDT, all
individually and as agents
of the Diocese of Davenport;
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC BTSHOP OF
DAVENPORT; and TRE DIOCESE OF
DAVENPORT,

ORIGINAL
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Defendants.

DEPOSITION OF MONSIGNQOR MICHAEL J.
MORI'ISSEY, taken at the Law Offices of Lane &
Waterman, 600 pavenpo?t Bank Building, nijpnport,
Iowa, on January 13, 1992, vommﬁrf1\13‘at___2- 8‘5 P.m.,
before Alanna G. Jeffery, ?Prt1f}mﬂ'th%F@§Ad

ve ®
Reporter and Notary Public in and fgr fhgﬂﬂwa R&ﬁ

/0 T w
Jowa. Also present: Mike St. Cﬁﬁﬁg& A o
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A. aside from just general working with the
Bishop on anything that he might assign me from
time to time, nost of that was.the;busineSS-
operations of the D{ocese and in cqntinujng work in
the marriage tribunal.

Q. Now, at what point in time did you become

a Monsignor?

18

A.

puring the time that you've been
affiliated with the Bishop's office -- and, for the
most part, that's been full-time since 1976. Is;

that correct?

A. 1 would say it's been full-time in
general work since 1967.

Q. Since that point in time, have you been
aware of any claimé made, other than thi# one, of

any sexual misconduct on the part of any priest or

any other Diocesan employee?

A. Yes. One.
Q. Wwhen was that?

MR. MILLER: For clariflcgéa . when

.-
.....
----
nt®

was what? when he became aware of ‘{%
W

Q. (CONTINUING) When was 1% cl oot
%f@ &pﬂ

asserted? When did somebody say. We' ve(? Eﬁﬁ“ @ﬁﬁ
tNR
problem? ng
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A. The incident happeﬁéd in 1987.
Q. what was the claim about?

A. That there had been sexual misconduct on

the part of one of our priests.

Q. Was that Father Leu or was it somebody
else?

A. It was someboéy else.

Q. what was alleged to have been done?

A. This priest had made some sexual advaﬁce

on a young man.

Q. and how was that issue resolved?
MR. MILLER: I'm going to ocbject.

It's vague and indefinite. Do you want to tell
me what yau'mean by "rgsolved"? Do you mean
internally in the church, or-otherwisq?

Q. (CONTINUING) Was it resolved to your
satisfaction in one way or another?

A. I still don't know how to answer that.

Q. Was there any.decision made byAﬁhe
Diocese, as to how to handle the claim?

A. Yes. The priest was removed from his

assignment. Aside from that. it's st?l\l\bggng,.\&-

Q. 1t's still pending? o -
- Sﬁﬁﬂ

A, That's correct. ﬁQG?‘ o “ﬂﬁﬁ
gﬁﬁ‘”?%wﬁﬂ
Q. - Is there 2 lawsuit filed atiP¥%§§®“N%f
LER |

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
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that?
A. There has béen.
Q. and who filed the law;uit?
A. The parents of the young man involved.
Q. and where was this filed? Tn Scott

County or someplace else?

A. I'm sorry. I don't know today. T don't

remember where it was filed.

Q. Has it been filed in a court of lawf
a. Yes.
Q. And has the priest's name been discloséd

as part of that process? In other words; wés he

named?
A. Yes.
9. What is that individual's name?
A. Frank Martinez.
Q. Where was he pastoring at or where was

he involved at at the time that this incident

occurred?

A.' The incident did not occur in the parish,

but he was assigned to the parish at Melf‘sg?g_wa\l:

£}
s
.
....
-t
e

Q. You say the incident didn't ogﬂd&din gte
parish. Where did it occcur? NG wﬁe <
G§ﬁ€wicpua
A. In Davenport. 60\‘42&%? ")\c_;‘“\

: \E
Q. Was it on property owned by g%e parish?

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
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No.

Wwhy don't you tell me where it occurréd

you understand it to be.

A, At a motel here in Davenport.

Q. And the name of the parents that have
filed the lawsuit?

A. The last name is Lalor.

Q. Dq you know how it's spelléd?

A. I'think it's L-a-1-o-r. I forget today
whether there is a W iﬁ there or not. L-a=l-o-r,
I think. |

Q. Wwhen did you first become aware of this

incident?
A
Q.

A.

QI
similar na

that time?

At the time that it happened.

How did you become aware of it?

The owner of the motel had called the

police, and the police called me.

Ead there been any prior allegations of a

ture asserted against Father &rtinez at
(A

M 1
No . . ol
° f’(# Bqﬁ;® \gﬁ?
i1'm sorry. The answer ig‘ no?‘a.\v\g;oe\)“
O ¥ g®
The answer is no. EO\NP‘iQYO\%
ot

Thank you.

Do you have recollection of the date thét

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
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the owner of the motel contacted the police, -which,

in turn, contacted you?

A. 1t was Decenber 26th.‘ That's an easy

date' to remember.

Q. 1987, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. is that the only incident that you are
aware of between & priest and anybody of a sexual
nature such‘és the one you've described?

MR. MILLER: I'm going to object.
1t's overly broad and burdensome. I will permit
him to answer if that is the only situation he is
aware of between 2 priest in the Davenport Diocese
an& a minor; otherwise you are asking him for the
universe of anything he might have read anywhere.

Q. (CONTINUING) T'm not asking fér anything
you read anywhere. T'm asking youn, Monsignor, for
énfthing that you know of a claim that's heeﬁ
asserted against a priest by anyone, whether a

minor or adult, involving any sexual misconduct of

any kind by 2 priest, other than Frank M%{finﬁz and
_ o

_\"a

Father Leu. V\ --------
T
MR. MILLER: Do w-mnde{rﬁgﬁ_\,ﬁe the
G £C
guestion? W 5‘\‘9\“9(;\0%3“1
AT

A. T am not aware of any d@@%&gﬁéﬁat have
c\

ALAMMLﬂﬁTERKCS&}HW;OH
319-355-3338 '
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been made.

Q. Those are the only tweo.
A. Yes.
Q- just so that I'm clear as to your

recollection, what has been alleged to have

occurred at

simpl

some

that motgl? In more specifics than

y a sexual advance.

A. My understanding is that there was simply

-- that.nothing sexpai, per se, happened.

That there was some initial contact, and the young

man went into 3 panic and ran out to the desk.

That'

s how the motel owner == I said owner; it's

really the desk clerk that night -- called the

pelice.

Q. so, if I understand correctly, there was

a yoﬁng man -~ by "young, " 1'm assuming you are

talking about 2 minor. 1Is that --

. desk

desk

you.

time

A. I think he was 15 at the time.

Q. This 15-year-old boy comes out to the

clerk at a motel in DavenportJE?G} then the

et

clerk contacts the policf wh:.-cﬁ contacts

" YA
Correct? h“g‘l.a\gg {)\&'C\-}\
' , S\‘C-‘H CQUR
A. that's correct. €Uwp9 ?Dﬁﬁwﬂ

Q. and is 1t your undpﬁﬁ%and1ng that at the

+hat the yound man had come ont to the desk

JMAAWAJHWERYCS&IHW;CM
319-355-3338
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clerk, nothing of a sexual nature had yet occurred?
A That's my understanding.
Q. But is it your understanding that what

the éamily is alleging is that there was some type

of sexual conduct to be expected in that motel

room?

MR. MILLER: can I have that

guestion hack, please?
(The reporter read the record ;s
requested.)

A. 1 don't know what the family is
alleging. It hasn't gotten any farther than the
filing of the suit,lso t have no idea what more is
involved in that case than that.

Q. So that we are clear, besides the claim
that's been made against Father Martinez and the
claim made here against Father Leu, Yyou aré not
aware of any other claims -~ I use the word
"claims, " by tﬂe way, Monsignor, so that T avoeid
the use of the term lawsuit, because a claim can be
made by someone that does not neceqsartggjlead to a

lawsuit. Do you understand that'f h“* .....

A. Yes, I do. nf“# “stvﬁn -g@a
qu‘\ F:‘
Q. So when I use the term “‘;:]i:“b‘:gg“ﬁ&"&o“

asking you if you are aware of aé§3§%mpla1nt or

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
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claim made by anyone alleging sexual misconduct by

a priest.
Am I to onderstand that the only ones
that 'you are aware of are the one that's with

Father Martinez, which you've related to me, and

the one with rather Leu, that's the reason we are

here for?

A. That's the oﬁly claims that I am aware
of..

Q. Are you aware of any incidents in which
no claim or complaint has been lodged but which you
have knowledge, between a priest and a minor of a
sexual nature?

A. May I have the guestion hack, please?

Q. Ssure. Let me rephrase it.

1 want to make sure that there is nothing
that you are aware of that was nof brought to your
attention by_soﬁebody else. In other words,

something that you yourself are aware of between a

1)
an
ot
At
ot

MR. MILLER: Are.y%f\a§£e;§)b&*3 is

he aware of anything other thanﬁggnwﬁgé Mapginez

2,9
based upon personal knowledge? E\\\Q‘ 51?-““}:6%\%\;
¢. 2 ct
MR. DIAZ: Correct \NP\?‘D 9\5‘“

:MANNAJHWERKCS&}UWQGH
319-355-3338
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_interrogatories.

A. (CONTINUING) Answers to interroga-
tories. I saw those last week. |

Q. 1g there any of the testimony of Father
Linnenbrink that you dtsagree with?

A, The only thing that struck me is that he
says that I was at a meeting at the Ironmen-with
the four of them. I don't remember that. i can
visualize the motel because we've had meetings
there freguently, and I've trled to picture thp
four of us meeting together there, and I don;t.

Q. Was there anything in particular about
the conversation or the meeting that he discussed
in his deposition that you have no recollection of?

a. I didn't notice anything in reading that
that I strongly disagreed with, except the meeting
at the Ironmen Tnn.

Q. What about Monsignor Schmidt's
testimony? Is there anything in his that:you
disagree with? \’qatj 9“.

A. Not that I remember. ?t&n&a'g stiuck me
" 5\% c,‘r\
\&5‘2‘ %

¢S -\\-,\\c:“’go\)
Q. What about the Bishop's? O Y- e
\N;\R 2% O o°

as --

a. There was nothing in th&FE that I

remember objecting to oOr saying, No, that's not

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM



