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& Diocese has not
seen problem here

By John FcCooley
GUAD-CITY THES -

. Priests inthe Catholic Dlocese of .
Davenport will have to take a sex

sbuse class in response 1o prob-
jerns that hiave. omrred—withm the
Catholic Church. -~

David Montgomery, g director
of communications for the diocese,

said Tuesday that a letter a,reads'
has been sent to all 152 priests in
e diocese, informing them of the
new reguirement.

“all of the priests heve been

given the policy and are reviewing

it,” he said.

Meetings to explain the policy
will be-held next week, and each
priest- then will take the class,
which includes several days’ worth

of material. -
Hesn‘essedthatthenew requn-e- ‘
ment is not i response.to a prosti-

- tution sting In Davefiport last’ -

month in which aretired Cathﬂhc:
was

" “We have been workmg on thls‘

for months. Tt is part of the process.

. we've been going through, upddt

ing all.of thepolicies,” he added. -
Montgomery said the move: i5
partly in response: to sexual abuse’

- aliegations in other Mitiwest dioces

ses, including those in Chicago anhd

‘Bast 8t. Louis, I]LlnBeHewile,BL :

18 priests and a deacon have beeny
suspended from adtive mxmsfry
since 1993, .and those sex abuse
cases have cost the diocese more

‘ thanSZm:uhon ltwasrgportedlast

week.
The Cathohc Dlocese of Peona;

1., which has Jurisdiction. for:

< CHURCHESZ

" children.

esan priests. Those priests’ wjll
e knowledge on to volun-
ebrs, dayeare workers-angd others
eir. churches who work with

Mon’cgemery salﬂ the classes

- focus “mostly- o8 how to behave

" around children; and, so far, reac-
tion:has been positive. . . -

“ “We feel it’s very necessary for .
people to be aware of what's going

dioceses stressed“th ]
been no incidentsin’ ﬁae—Quad—Clts
region such as- those ‘that have -
occmed elsewhere in the Mzéwest

receive. 'ﬁpdates om:e ‘they: haive
completed the classas.




