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 FATHER FRANGIS BASS, PETITION AT LAW  ©
FATHER JAMES JANSSEN AND THE T

B0 CESE OF DA\!ENPDRT

1
a

LT — "'""*". - - = . . PR A

Defendants

COMES NDW F‘ialntrff .}ohn Dee iI by :«md lhrough hss attamays Betty,

Neumaﬂ 8- %\Ac%\nahcn, L L P 'for hls Petttmﬁ a‘i Law agamst the Defendants states

" as foi!__ows:.
CQW%E\!E&S’%E ﬁ%i &EGA‘?%@E&S

1 . Plawin‘f Jahn {)oe [§ was a resm‘ent Qf Clmtcm Caumy, lowa, and at aii j

tmes matenal herem Was a mtnor and resu:ient of C!mton Coumy, icwa

:-Creek Pansh of the Davenport Dlocesa He at‘tended catech;sm ciasses m th;s Parish

"served ‘for many years as an a!tar bny, and wath hts famity, attended w:aek!y mass

' 3 Defendant Dlocese of Davenport 1s an !owa corporatmn duly orgamzed

- under the laws of the State of lowa

- 4._ Defendam Father Fraﬂms Bass (hereafter "Sass“) is an ordamed Roman_ :

B Ca’shol:c pnest At all ttmas matertal Defandant Bass was under the authonty'- dlrect'f

" superv:saon, empioy and controi of ths D:ocesa of Davanport

Planntlﬁ‘ chhn Doa EI was a baptazad anfi confarmed member cf the Sugaz RN
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-5 _' Dafenﬁant ’:atm,r J@mes Janasan (herﬁaﬂcr " mm%n") is.2n \}ruumcd

| Roﬁan Cathohﬁ plsaqt At ail times matena! Defemant Janssan wa placed as ghm'_ L
o Pdl’ish Paa"ior. educator and des=gna’:ed hoiy ﬁgure at Lhe Sugar Cree Fan h in 'Cuman

“Cuunty, iowa, under ths aufhorsty direct supervaslon empioy cmd ccn*{ml ef the_.']__ LT

Dmcese of Davenpart

8. Defendant Bass has been asszgnad to and he}d the foiiowmg passtnons m:'

‘ the Dlacese of Davenpari‘

o _ A_. Assoc:ate Pastor at St Mary S Partsh in Ci‘mten Iawa |
”-'(1948 195?) :

' B. Assoc:ate Pastar qt St Joseph ?arsah :
e _{1957 1966} T S

C Pastor at S‘t Mary s Par:sh m Eddyw!le iuwa '
B (1987) AR Syl :

o D f‘-‘Pastor at S’E Josaph Parash in Easi F’ieasant Piam o
2 jg,;(1967 1973) i e o

' E _Pasffar at Sacred Hearﬁ Pansh :n ?\ewmn lowa '
L (1973 19?8) R _ :

v F .?’-,"_'Pastor at St ?airaci\'s Par;sh ;n iowa Cnty lowa .
o e7ey 1981) o

G. '_F"astor at St Pa‘trlck's Pu“Sh ln Deimar, iowa i :
“'”"(18811992)"' \ L

;".'Pastor at St Anne s Partsh m We!ton, iowa
© (1984-1092) .

- Defendam Janssen has been ass&gned ta and he!d the faiiowmg posmons o

A : Assrstant Pa‘stor at St Pau[ the Apostle m Davenport iowa. ‘
(1948) e A
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authority fzguras P!amttff therefore, deve!opad great admzrat;on trust s’everence and_ '
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- ."wr.ai St 'F’au[ F’af‘zsﬁn_i“ E}un ing l.--ic;wa;
C.  Assistant Pastor at St Irenasus _Pafis}}_'én Clinton, lowa;
- (1950-1953) e R T
Do Assus’tam Pdsmr at S“ J_oae;th Parish in Eas%: Plessant Plain:
E o Assustant Pastor at Sacred %—%eart Pamh in %\iawtan, iowa,
L (1953 1&56) : : :
Lo F -_Subs’utute Pastor a’t S‘E Mmhaeﬁ Parzsh m Ha[bmok
IR .{1958) S : .
_, G - Admmlgtrator at St Patrick s Parlsh Deémar iawa, .
: (1959) : : :
- _' H. Asszstant F’astoi‘ at St Mary s F’aﬁsh in Davenport %o_\iva; o o
~“fv119591961) T > BT

S Asssskant ?astc}f at St. Joseph Parnsh in Fort Madzson lowa,
. (esi-1967) _ | i

3 J;'”,'::-= Pastar at St Joseph Parnsh in Sugaf Creak, 0wa, R :ﬁ' K
© (167 19?92 o S

UK ":_--_'Paetor at St. Mary Pawsh in Bryant, Ievw, e '
(19?9_4979) - o

L.'. ,-"-':‘.CO Pastor at S‘t Aﬂthony Parlsh in Davenport iowa, aﬂd
RN '_'_(‘1979 1980) e : -

' ﬁﬁ..4‘=:£_'r'Pastnr at Ss Phihp & James Pansh in Grand Mound Iowa
,_.(39801990) ' T A

-8, As pastms, teachers and spmtua! adv:sors Defendam: Bass aﬂd

Defc—mdant Janssen were men of great mﬂuence and persuasmn as ho%y men and

ol respec:’t for the Roman Cathciic Church and 1ts agents
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7 -".j._'conduct accurred thh ‘ehe Plamt:ff and othar mmm’ ch;idren. e

§ A Rt'”ﬁbsmateé'mi De;aﬁfﬁémh : ssa dE‘.h—, nd;mﬁ&ﬁsséﬁ.;f@sre uc?a"

the dzrect supervzsaon, empin.yment ai.'id. commi of “ma ﬁérendam D:ocese Da ;
Davehpozft. e | | o - |
"" -. 10.- From 198.‘1.-'1 ée‘? réefe"hésﬁ? Jéf%_s;iseh was an A'ssés-t%n.t Pastor at fheSt |
Jo eph Pansh in Fort Madlson icwa thiié.in his pc}sitiem'Q%-.au{hﬁefity,ﬁ zst;{,
raverence and contmi as a F{oman Cathoi:o PE"!GSL, he engageu in repeated harm;ul o
;Hegai and lmmora! sexual contact w;*{h mmar chtidren of the parlsh AfLer ieammg ofl‘:: 3
Defendant Jaﬂssen s :mp"oper and llegal concﬁuct Dafendant D:ocese o‘r Davenport-
fazied 10, talfe actaons, mcﬁudmg, but not hmrted to,- tnvestlgaténg hzs actsons .

' cefroa%\mg hnrn, rEportmg hlm ‘m Iaw enfarcement Warmng members m‘ the Dzocesé
f_:about him, dtscuphmng hm“, documen;mg and mam‘tammg reccrcis af h:é ébuéé an;:i“f'jj‘i.'r"

tc.kmg aﬁ reasonab!e steps to msure vuch aC‘tiOﬂS whlie under the Church 5 aut'“mrstv,::_}"i'

comrel and em"}lcy weuld ”Ot C’CCUF agaiﬂ ins;ead the De:endant onsese of

- Davenport reasmgneci Dafendqnt Janssbn to the paﬂsh m Sugar Creek whare ezmr%ar:.:'“ e

ELRE From 195? 1066 Defendant Bass was an Assoczate F‘astor at the St S

"_._--Jeseph Pansh in: East Pieasant Pia:n, Iowa. During th!s ttme, ha wutnessed and Sl

E part;c:pated thh De‘rendant Jansmn m 1mproper and 1Elegai conduct

-— " 12._"3 The Defendant Dmcese of Davenport has eﬂgaged m a paﬁern and o

L _: pracuce Df transfc—*:rrmg pnests commeﬁ:tmg xmproper sexual conduct thh mmors from j--

| _.g”cme pansh to another w1thout adequa‘taly Wammg or pratectmg the m:nor membe;s'

- "_or thetr parants in the new pansh Defendant Dmcese of Davenport’s ctmduct in !owa i
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N L e e,

_23 zzcmis:"en‘c with i‘:ha c:i}i*zduC‘i: éf aﬁief ‘Déc'{:ase in the ceun%ryr '.%n_::iu_ciigfzg, :E_mt- *_ng-i_
hm:iauﬁ m,A }-aLher Porier ﬁn FdiEQ F%lver. Massachuse*‘ts, ather ";3-93. in Dailas .Téxaé,
_Fa‘iher Jeergeon in Boston &?assachusetta and Fa“thef Gﬂmthe i Lom:,mna ’%cords
docu"nentmg thﬁ have enher not been mamtamed or haw‘ bee:n dest%oyed
| _ 13 Defﬂm’eaﬂt S@ss and Defendant Janssemdmmi zed F’ mtm Sfa%’"ﬁ;‘;‘ as one
th a-youn.g maie cheld sought and gamed the trum and conf xdeﬁca m‘ Plamt{ff’
'mether as 'fﬂsnds, spmtuai gu-ams pastors cenfessc;rs and pnasts sought and gamed. |

paran’tal consent for Piamilff tc partlcxpata m counsemg and other act:v:ﬂes apd to

' _"spand tlme aione thh hlm and scught and gamed pai’ental dlrectwe fo Pia.nnff that'[ s

'_he respect Bass and Jansaen s authortty and gu:dance ancﬁ campiy wrth thenr'-

mstructsons Bass and Janssm alsa seught and gamed Piazmtﬁ's ‘trust friendshm,'_' ERE

admn auon and obedsence As a msuit Pialn uff was conda’tsaﬁed to compiy w:th Bass P

and Janssen s d:rectmn and to iook to ‘them as an aui"zemy an ma’t‘ters splzstuai N R

"moral eth:cai and temporal

14 On mmse than o*ze eccasmn before mproper aexua! ccmacts wzth the’f';_. SRR

'Pl_aihti f Defendant Jansaen Wouid state "ThIS :s how we bus!d ’crust

__15.?_. Begmmnc in 1987 whrie the Pastor at St. Josaph Pansh m Sugar Creek '

. '-Defendant Jansssﬁ whsie usmg hes posman of autharrty, trust reverence and contmi;-_k_ SRR

as a Roman Cathol;c Pﬂeet eﬂgaged in repeated harmqu and ttlegai sex ual comactlj”

.E-wath Pfamm‘% Whan E’lamtrﬁ‘ was & cht!d under the age of 14 Once cammlttmgf S

| :.__harmful and Hiegaf sexual con‘tacts w;th Pfa;ntlff under the age of 14 Dafendant“;' TR
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Jenssen ¢ . Gnt nued re**eéted :mp;opm anu mmc;aE sc,\u«*f caﬂ‘hacte v;r;’zh ‘ih@ Pé-iamt-ﬁ.:_ |
' _. wm&, Piamtuf wces, a minor and member (}f the paﬂsn . o :
| '56.'*:.. in fostsrmg and Geveicpmg trust o enaolm ham to cérry out 3‘:5 omgcség
mmgfﬁi sexuai contacts Dafendaﬁt Jansgcn commrt ‘od tha fohowmg ac‘is wsth
P[amtsff while Plam‘af‘? was a mlnor. - |
| a.. Engaued m ;mproper, ;Hega! amﬁ xmmorai éexuai com.tacts w:th a
chzid under the age m‘ 14, o | |
b Took Pia!%‘;!tiff thfa-a mmer, and o‘the”r mmo.r members‘ of ‘the;f
.'ohurch to an adu x mmﬂe theater xrlxl Chnton Eowa t;a watch a grag:;h:c ée> ua!iy_. , |
’ ."expilcri mowe.-_ | S - B

t:. : . Took Piam’tlff and Gther m;nor membbrs 0‘? tne ChUFCh out m‘ ma‘te-'i 2

| whs»re he encouraaed ’them to shopiift
"i?'._’"_: In fostermg and deveiopmg tmst to enabﬁe hzm to carry ou’t has ongamg'- S

'- : 'wrmgmi sexuaf contacts Defendant Bmss camw?ted the fci%cwmg acis w:th ?!amtsff o

- whiEe Plairhﬁ: was & mmor

_:a. C Engaged m impmper ;lEegaE and :mmoral sex uai contaciswﬁh g

7-: _:Chﬂd under the age s::f ’M

18,0 The above referenced smpmper and ha; mfuf sexu&l contacts by;-'
Defendant Janssen occun‘ed on- the property of the churc:h rectory m Sugar Creak,_}-; .

- _%owa, and eisewhere

. 1§;1 ';ﬁ‘ The above referenced :mproper and has'mful ""sexual contacts by
R E}a’fendant Bass occurred at the Sugar Creek rectory and the rectory at the par:sh an-f

Newton Iowa and m hete[s out of stata, mc!udmg, but not [zmxted to, Day‘tona."-:
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Dafendant Janssen 3ngaged m wrongful senual conduct and contact upon the person_ '

of the F’Iamtiff

-

Co20. Du&'ing the time that Defendant Bass and Defendant Jansa@ﬁ were'

-I,mf"es‘mg the P‘cmtiu. Dﬁfg’}dai’}f Dasuese m. Da”enpeh erthﬂr %mew, or ohou[d Hgvg |

.\nown, o'f the tmpmpér senﬁai a%}use perpe%ratué hy Deaemicmt E’sass and Defendani.
.V-Janssen De'i*eﬁdant Dmcase m‘ Davenport mmntionaiiy oF neghgeﬁtiy falsed to taL. L

- actaon agal nst DEienéaﬂt Bass or Defendam Janssen mciud:z ng, but noi Ezm;ted to V
"_mve;‘ng&?;ng ahelr act;ons, defmci\;ng them reportmg them ta- ic.w enfercement B

B wammg memhsrs of Lh@ Daocese about Lhem dlsmp%zmng them doéumammg anci' TR

' ?..:mam‘tammg records of thez{ abuse and takmg ali reasonabie steps to insure such

B 'ac‘tmns, wh;&a under the Church 5 authort*{y,’contm! and emg:ﬂoy,. woaid not occur '-_f:-:;. : .

_ f-.‘r' 21 N The sexua! abuse o‘;‘* the Piamtn‘f aﬂd the conceafment m‘ the Wrongfu(-’i -

. nature of it by the Defendan‘t Diocese of Davenpert ii’&}Ui‘@d F’iamtﬁf Fu;ther, Plaantﬁ?"-f""’: _:ﬁ__ :

t'—‘-'_was Lmable ta ﬁi&:COVEE‘ bof:h the cﬁamages and frhe causai relauoﬂshsp beiween 'thet C

"’: damages and the abusa perpetrated upcm hlm by the Defendants untii approxamatt&iy- '

May, 2@03

o, T ATV {:GE}MTE e o
&S%&UH‘ ARD BATTERY BY SEFEND&%T 5&&5
S T Aﬁ‘s@ E}EFENEART &ﬁﬁ%SEN '

. 'E Pfalﬂtiff mcorporates Paragraphs 1 2'] ef the Common A!iegations as :f:."‘

i _Ifrifuliy set forth herem 0

2 Bagmmng in- 196? and cuntmumg %hereaﬁer, Defencﬁant Bass and'-;-.r

3 Plamtsff c!:d nat consent to the acts of assauit and battery commltted

- aoamst h:m by Defendant Bass and Defenciant Janssen

- 08/26/03° FRI 17:03  [T3/RX No.§735) 0 . . -



E _'-J"Pe‘:lt;on as Ef set f(}i‘th hefem L

' ent%ﬂed to pumtwe damages

'_lany mher rshef the Caurt deems appro;priate

. ey, : P - o . L :
i s . o E R < o o e e o em ey .
H ' L .. WA mEA R RO

4, As a ruu%t m‘ ’me hbove d%crmm wndum, P’M;n*rm ha<‘ sune L.cf

c{)“}t%’}ups tc su@ Jer bevsg g and pf»‘-rmaﬂer‘t u“ﬂDiiGﬂdi matmsh, physxcal m’%nnus%ctzan; S
e} amotmnai dlS‘iieQS, embarrasvmem Ioss of self esteem iaas cf en;ayment of h&.,"

was and is permanentiy prevented fmm per‘formmg his normai datiy acti mes c\ﬂd B

obt amrng the fuﬁi en;eyment to I:fe, has aﬂd wdi cont;nue to incur expenses for:."

_ meci cal and psychﬁicg:cai treatmen’t thcragay a*‘sd caunseimg, und has mcurred and‘

wsll cantmue to’ mcur Eoss of mceme and EOss m” eammg capaczty

5_' The aC‘ES of assault and battery comms’zted by Defendant Bass 3ﬂd_':' R

- Defendant Janssen are a pmximd'te cause of the m}unes suﬁered by ‘the Pialmsﬁ

- Defandam Bass and Defendant Jaﬂasen actad Wl!%fuily and rec&cfess!y and PR

R wzth zntent:onal and Wt!lful dmsegard fcr the raghts of the P amt:ff ?Iaant:ff :s therefore‘ . EHaR S

WH&H?FORE Piam‘:sff demands ;uda"ﬂent agamst Defendant Bass ana_

:'_Defandan*t Janssen ‘?or as’:auit aﬁd battery l;’* an amoum: ihﬁt.'wﬂl fu}%\; and Taarlyf*-:_

' ompensa‘t@ hlm ii’*m’ %‘sss mjunes and d'%mages and for pumtwe c%amages in an amount S

sufﬁment to deter others and pumsh Dafendant Bass and Defendan‘t Janssen, and ‘?or .. S

o CHELF}HOQ& SExuAL Aauss BY DEFENDANT m%s AND- E‘%EFEM}ANT mmgam-}**

{EN VEOLA?EC}R QF EOWA Q‘BDE SECTEE)E’\& 783 ‘HEH

Pianntzﬁ mcorporates Paragraphs 1 21 of the Cammon Atleganons m ih!s'_"'_:_ R
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