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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR JOHNSON COUNTY

MICHAEL KASPER, ROBERT KASPER,
and ARDEN KASPER,

Plaintiffs, LAW NO. 53102
DEPOSITION OF

BISHOP GERALD
O'KEEFE

vs.

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
FATHER JAMES ELMER LEU, )
individually and as agent )
of Diocese of Davenport and )
Roman Catholic Bishop of )
Davenport; MOST REVEREND }
GERALD O'KEEFE, FATHER HARRY )
LINNENBRINK, and MONSIGNOR )
W. ROBERT SCHMIDT, all )
individually and as agents )
of the Diocese of Davenport; )
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF )
DAVENPORT; and THE DIOCESE OF )
DAVENPORT, )
)

)

ORIGINAL

Defendants.

DEPOSTITION OF BISHOP GERALD O'KEEFE,
taken at the Law Offices of Lane & Waterman,

600 Davenport Bank Building, Davenport, Iowa, on

June 12, 1991, commencing at 9:10 a.m.,PbLL;EB

M” A' M

Alanna G. Jeffery, Certified Shorthand Repo?zg;mg%%
AUG 25 1987
Notary Public in and for the StateEBﬁﬁéowa. ATso
DF. STEfNBRECH

C
present: Defendants Monsignor W. R£QEQ¥T@EHMi@§URT
and Father Harry Linnenbrink; and Kathy Flynn from

The Aetna.

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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A PPEARANTCES

Plaintiffs by:

Defendant
Father James
Elmer Leu by:

Defendants
0'Keefe, Schmidt,
Linnenbrink,

and Diocese of
Davenport by:

ATTORNEY JEFFREY R. ANDERSON

Reinhardt & Anderson

£-1400 First National Bank
Building

332 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, Minnesocta

and

ATTORNEY ROBERT L. HORAK

Horak and Rasmussen Law Offices

112 East State Street

P.0O. Box 349

Jefferson, lowa

55101

50129

ATTORNEY PETER HAYEK

Hayek, Hayek, Holland & Brown
Bremer Building

120 1/2 East Washington Street
Towa City, Iowa 52240-3976

ATTORNEY CHARLES E. MILLER
ATTORNEY MARSHA L. WEG

Lane & Waterman

600 Davenport Bank Building
Davenport, Towa 52801

M
nuG 2 5 10997
—cINBRECH
i
EDWARS Fé\%mm COURT

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM

319-355-3338
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s T I PULATTION

MR. HAYEK: 1f you would, please let
the record show this is the deposition of Bishop
Gerald 0'Keefe being taken én June 12, 1991, at the
offices of Lane & Waterman. We are beginning now
at approximately 9:10 a.m. present for the
deposition in addition to, of course, Bishop
y'Keefe, is Bob Horak, who is one of the attorneys
for the plaintiffs; Jeffrey B. Anderson, who 1is
another lawyer for the plaintiffs; Father Harry
Linnenbrink, one of the c0ndéfendants in this
matter; and Monsignor W. Robert Schmidt. Of
course, additionally present is Chuck Miller,
attorney for the other defendants. Of course, I'm
representing Father Leu in this matter.

May the record further show that
this deposition is being taken by agreement of
counsel and that I would like to suggest that all
objections except for the form of the guestion be

reserved to trial.

Is that all right w1th€gJ¥¥70n§2M?‘a
AN

MR. ANDERSON: No oba-e-ﬁ{:'mn. . \‘3%
;$y3“ gcH

BR
STEWNBT Ner
ED\N ARO F‘;)\‘En\ﬁfi‘\("fi cOVR

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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BISHOP GERALD O'KEEFE,

being first duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. ANDERSON:
Q. Bishop, would you please state your full

name for the record.

A Gerald Francis O'Keefe.
Q. Bishop, as you know, my name is Jeff
Anderson. I, along with Bob Horak, represent the

plaintiffs in this action. I will be asking you
some guestions here, obviously, this morning.
Have you ever had occasion to have your
deposition taken before?
A. Never.
Q. I know you were present yesterday, so you
saw how it works generally when Mr. Hayek and
Mr. Miller gquestioned Michael Kasper. Let me Jjust
cover a couple things with you.
It's necessary for you to wait for me to
finish my guestion before you begin your answer so
that the stenographer or court reporter can reg¢ d

everything. all right?

A-M ........
A. Yes, sir. - Bungsﬁﬂz
. : : NBREC_
Q Also, it 1s necessary to ans;g&g‘aﬁjﬁééigcicomz
guestions audibly because she cannot re %@02

e
it T 99

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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gesture of the hand or a nod of the head.

A, I understand.

Q. Finally, if you don't understand any
guestion that 1 ask, just please let me know, and I .
will clarify it for you. Because I will assume if
you don't say otherwise, you do understand the
gquestion. All right?

A. Yes. I understand.

Q. Bishop, how long have you been the
presiding Bishop of the Diocese of Davenport?

A Something over 24 years. I came in
January of 1967. January 3rd.

Q. And before you were installed as the
Bishop of the Diocese of Davenport, where did you
serve?

A. well, immediately before that, I was
Auxiliary Bishop 1in St. paul from July of 1961 to
January 3rd, 1967.

Q. pid you serve under Bishop Byrne, then,

or under Archbishop Binz.

A, Archbishop Brady ordained me Fl%ﬁag' diedh\
. p“ N\-”'"“""”
three months later. Then T served watrt""Bisho
gsp'\ggz

Cowley as administrator. I was administrétorS QEREC$
RDF' 1QOUR
October lst until -- February of '61 g%&%kb&@@ﬁ%p

78th of '62 when Archbishop Binz came.

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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Q. When you served in the archdiocese of
5t. Paul, Minneapolis, then, you served as
auxiliary Bishop?

A. Yes, from 1961.

Do you want before that?

Q. What did you do before that?

A. pefore that I was Chancellor of the
archdiocese from August 25th, 1945. AaAnd I was
ordained on January 25th, 1944; did weekend work
antil May 30, 1944. Then I was at the Cathedral of
st. Paul until September -- day after Labor Day.,
anyhow, that year. Then I was at St. Thomas
Military Academy for the school year of 1944~
1945. And the summer of 1945 I was a part-tinme
assistant at the Cathedral and going to
st. Thomas. In August of 1945, the Archbishop
appointed me Chancellor.

Q. That's kind of unusual, at least from my
perspective or limited experience, for somebody to

be appointed a position of Chancellor shortly after

ordination. F‘%Lg‘ﬁ_,?.ﬁa.

A It was unusual. — B Mo
WG 2 S 199¢
Q. Yes. .
gREC
RD.F- STEN COURT

A. I should alst t, th WA tRICT
shou a % commen O&%QRK%Faﬁ

Bishop Hillary Hacker, Father Hacker in those days,

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, (M
319-355-3338
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was the Vicar-General, and he was full-time. So
there were two of us 1in the office. I was not the
senior man.

Q. And when you served as Chancellor, at
least initially, in 1945, did you also have a

parish assignment?

A. No.

Q. You worked in the Chancellory full-time?
A, Full-time.

Q. vyou served, then, as Chancellor under how

many archbishops?

A. Archbishop John Gregory Murray,
Archbishop William O. Brady, and Archbishop Leo
Binz.

Q. 1 would expect, then, that your
responsibilities in some ways changed as you served
under each archbishop, in some way?

AL Yes. pParticularly under Archbishop Brady

when Bishop Hacker was made Bishop of Bismarck and

left the office. I had a new set of responsibili-
ties. - : iﬁ
F % LEf .......... ?A‘.‘“
Q. Are you trained as a canogﬂ&adygfl
Lo 9% 1932
A, No. RS 2o SoCH
STEINBRECT
Q. At the time that you serv&ﬁwﬁgﬂkgﬁﬂﬁgﬁ¢§$
CLERK O

in the archdiccese, was there a canon lawyer that

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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was advising the Archbishop?

A. Bishop Hacker had a bachelor’'s degree in
canon law from the Gregorian University. Father
Moriarity was a professor of canon law at St. Paul
Seminary. Eugene Moriarity. I suppose 1f there
was a canon consultant, it was he.

Q. vyou indicated that you attended
St. Thomas. Is that correét?

a. That's right.

Q. Where did you go to school before
st. Thomas and what did you ao?

A. T went to Wayzata Elementary School and
wayzata High School.

Q. You grew up ~—-

MR. ANDERSON: This is off the
record.
(A discussion was held off the

record.}

Q. (BRY MR. ANDERSON) You were, then,

Minneapolis. Fa‘;ﬁ.ﬁ

..... P B
A. That's right. e e M 2
RV Yo
Q. and who ordained you? &06510 -
i T
STENE RT
A. Archbishop Murray. EqﬁﬁfgggﬁﬂmCTCOU
v
Q. And since your installation as the Bishop

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

10

of Davenport, have any other bishops served as
coadjutor or Auxiliary Bishop?

A No.

Q. So since 1967 you have been the chief
presiding officer of the Diocese of Davenport.

A. I presume that characterization 1s

correct.

Q. Diocese of Davenport is incorporated?
A, Yes.
Q. And what is your position 1in the

corporate structure?

A. I'm the president.

Q. Are each of the individual parishes
within the Diocese of Davenport separately
incorporated?

A. They are.

Q. And then St. Mary's parish at Lone Tree
is individually incorporated?

A. It is.

Q. In the corporation scheme of St. Mary's
at Lone Tree, are you also the president of that

corporation?

A, Yes. - p W
- v A9
Q. and that is the case with al&ﬁ%gg) eﬁica
SRR

parishes within the Diocese, is 1it Qﬁ§@39?0ﬁﬁwﬁ
‘cR

ALmMM4ﬂH¥ERYCS&IﬂW'GH
319-355-3338
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A, That's true.

Q. T want to ask you some guestions about
the hierarchy of the Diocese of Davénport, if 1
nay .

Who in the Diocese would be considered

first officials of the Diocese besides yourself?

Al Well, I presume the Vicar-General, and
then probably the Chancellor and Vice Chancellor.
Vice Chancellor and Judicial Vicar are the same
persons. And the Vicar-General and the Adjutant --
I should say Judicial Vicar are the same. That, I
think, would be it for the Diocese. We have the
diocesan Board of Consultors.

Q. When was the Board of Consultors

established, Bishop?

A. Oh, at the beginning of the Diocese 1in
1881.

Q. Is there a Priest Personnel Board?

A. Yes.

Q. Any other officials that you would

.

identify as being -- OFr titles or lndlﬁg‘ﬂﬁﬁa?t“’
you would identify as being off1c1a£iﬂoj#é%éw
Diccese of Davenport? B\

MR. MILLER: Well, T we @%%ﬁﬁ\ﬁ’gt

you explatin what you mean by "officials.

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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Q. (CONTINUING) Well, officers in charge or
charged with responsibility for the administration
and operation of the religious business of the

Diocese of Davenport.

A. I would say no.

Q. Who is the Vicar-General?

A. Monsignor Michael Morrissey.

0. Now, I notice that there is an individual

jdentified as Vicar for Priests.

A. Right.

Q. Who is that?

A. That is Monsignor Robert Schnidt,
W. Robert Schmidt.

Q. and if you can identify in their
hierarchy where the position of Vicar for Priests
stands, where does that stand in the hierarchy of

the Diocese of Davenport?

A. I would find that difficult because that
position is a service position. It's to aid the
priests, help them. It's a liaison between me and

the priests. I'm hesitant because I'm not su
H ﬁi,?f?iz?

s

.........
....

where I would place 1it. AN
0. I understand.

I that a position that yo FdSTEiN%OURT
s thatb @ possH Yo A DISTRICT ©
CLER®

Bishop?

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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A Yes.

Q. and did you create that position to help
you address 1issues with the priests in the Diocese?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that a position that is designated as
an official position in canon law, or is that just

something that you've created?

a. Frankly, I don't know.

Q. Wwhen did you create that position?
A. 19- --

Q. If you know.

A. -- =-85.

May I ask him?
MONSIGNOR SCHMIDT: January lst,
1987. It's a new office.

Q. {BY MR. ANDERSON) Was the creation of
that office in responsge to a particular sifuation
or development or problem?

A. I don't think so. It was the result
of considerable discussion between me and the
Vicar-General, as spiritual counsel, about

LED
relationships. I thought it would be ahqud 1d£¥&

and eventually they did it. NﬂBZB\ggZ

tcH
Q. Is the Diocese broken up éﬁ\ﬁ@ﬂﬁ; %é\(‘,\\t(}OUR‘Y
ERK

geographical areas such as deanerie

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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Yes.
How many deaneries are 1in the Diocese?
Six.

and is each deanery, then, presided over

by a designated dean?

Al

Q.

That's right.

and what is the purpose of the dean of

each of the deaneries?

A.

Well, he is to assemble the clergy and

talk about the problems that they have within the

deanery, or things they mnight do together. It's

kind of
discuss
thing.
that --
Q.
at Lone
A.
Q.
deanery?
A
Q-
A.

Q.

an educational process in which they
pastoral matters and so on, that kind of

1t alsc has a general supervisory capacity

in what deanery is the St. Mary's Church

Tree located?

Jowa City.

And who presently 1is the dean at that

FILED

Father Francis Lenoch. A Mo
—— e

Can you spell that 1ast&®@%§f@92

P, CINB
LoesnmomeTh: EDWAR DF ?gmm COURT
Do you know how 1ongcke has been dean of

that deanery?

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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A, About six years, I think.

Q. You appoint the deans of the deanery,
daon't you?

A, I do.

Q. and would it be falir to describe him
loosely as a supervisor of his deanery?

MR. MILLER: Wait a minute.

I'm going to object to the use of the term

"supervisory, however loosely. If you want to
ask the Bishop what his role is and what he does,
that would be fair.

Q. {CONTIRUING) What is the role?

A, His role is kind of to preside over the
deanery meetings, to represent the deanery, to kind
of, you know, bring the business of the deanery
together, to be available to the priests for
counsel and help.

0. Is there any mechanism that you know of
where the deans of the various deaneries report to

the Vicar for Priests?

A. No.

-----
oL

.nﬂ“w""" *
Q. They report directly to ;&YX%QZS J9en ?
—cNBRE
A fess ED\N ARD F\SS%E\“?Y COURT
D
Q. Do you have any regul@£§§ icheduled

meetings with the various deans of the deaneries to

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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discuss matters having to do with the priests 1in
each of their deaneries?

A, No.

Q. How long has Monsignor Morrissey been
Vicar-General? Roughly.

A. Oh, boy. 19, 20 years.

Q. what is the role of the Vicar-General?

A. I'm sorry. I think I'm -- he was
chancellor for 20 years. He made Chancellor
20 years ago; Vicar~General, at the death of
Monsignor Feeney.

When was that?

Q. Whatever your best estimate is.
A, I'm going to say eight years.
Q. And he was Vicar-General -- excuse me -~

he was Chancellor before Vicar-General?
A, That's right.

Q. And served under youn as Chancellor for

many years.

A. Yes. i?
? 1 L_E X

Q. Who is presently Chancel oxn -

“ﬂf“i" """ - ~
A, Monsignor Leo Feeney. mﬂGQﬁV@gé

“CH
. Is he priest of the Dloce S Fr?

Q s P ?’geﬁgj‘f Tm(g\emﬁl
A Yes, he 1is.
Q. How long has he been Chancellor?

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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a. well, as long as Monsignor Morrissey has
been Vicar-General.

Q. And what are the duties and the
responsibilities of the Vicar-General 1in
relationship to you?

A. Well, the Vicar-General would be one who
would act in my place if I'm absent. He is my
chief assistant. And in our particular setup in
pDavenport, he wou}d be in charge of the financial
affairs.

0. In other words, if you, for example, went
to Rome, he would be the chief administrator here
in your absence.

aA. That's right.

Q. What are the responsibilities of the
chancellor in relationship to you?

A. Well, he is, first of all, in charge of
all the archives and records and things of that
kind. He is also -- in our setup, he handles the
routine marriage things. That would be like

dispensations and the adminiStrativ%g%ﬂhJE%entmﬁm

as®
e
.....
ot

-
.

W
say, for lack of form, Catholic migﬁ&%% nqtﬁéz the
3

presence of a priest, that kind of thP%%. An@%ﬂ%p?
S‘i‘: v 1 CO\-"R

0F 20
is also, of course, my liturgist a&@ﬁggomﬁgggr of
AR

ceremonies. That's our particular setup. That

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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doesn't belong directly to the office.

Q. Right. 1 appreciate that every dioccese
is a little different in connection with their
relationships.

Is there alsc an archivist in addition to

the Chancellor?

A. Yes. gister Madeleine Marie Schmidt.

Q. and the Diocese does maintain an archive?
A. Yes.

Q. and that's maintained at the Chancellory?
A. Yes.

Q. And who has access to the archive?

A. The archivist, the Bishop, Vicar-General,

Chancellor.

Q. And what is -- I'm not asking for a
description of what 1is in there, but what types
of documents or materials are maintained in the

archive?

A Historical. The parish files, priest
files, those are the main things. The diocesan
files. It's mostly a historical thing. Ea

| il T

Q. Now, there is a file maint lgﬂﬁwa"the

. e =9
Chancellor on each priest of the Dlociigﬂﬁ}g herﬁA
. . "C
TN Qe <
not? F,S‘L‘T ouUR
EOWARTE oIt
A. That's right. CLER

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319:355-3338
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Q. And that is called the priest file?
A, Yes.

Q. And that is Jjust maintained 1in the

Chancellory office, is it not?

A. That's right.

19

Q. And it's maintained by each -- under the

name of each of the various priests; is that right?

A, That's right.

Q. In connection with the priests of the

Diocese, are there any other files maintained by

the Chancellory about any of the priests?

A. No.

Q. For example, there is a Priest Personnel
Board. Do you know if they maintain separate
files?

a. No, they do not.

Q. So that every document that has been

either generated or preserved about a priest of

the Diocese of Davenport would be, if it has been

preserved, in the file of the priest. 1s that
right? E,, H 1 E @
A. That's rig ht . - | ERTEL

Q. Is there a process oOFr procedﬁﬁégéggg%

P M.

certain kinds of documents about aE@W%&Qﬁ"éﬁ%%F%BUWT

CLERK OF D
Diocese of Davenport, because they are of a

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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sensitive nature or a personal nature, that they

are not maintained in the priest file and placed 1n

the archive, for example?

No. we don't do that.

You don't do that?

Are you aware that some dioceses and

archdioceses do do that?

A.

Q‘

provision

Monsignor
Q.
A

Q.

Yeah.

And are you also aware that there 1is
for that practice in canon law?

Yeah.

Who is your canonical advisor?

Either Monsignor Michael Morrissey or
James Parizek.

can you spell Parizek, please?
P-a-r-i-z-e-k.

Does the Diocese of Davenport have an

official directory?

aA.

of Towa?

Yes.

what is it called?
FiLEDP

birectory. A Moo

PN

How many dioceses are there %ﬂﬂ}@é\gﬁate

NS gRECH
ngggﬁ gﬁ?\m COURT

Four.

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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Q. and they are all dioceses, are they not?
A, No. One is an archdiocese.

Q. Which one?

A. Dubugque.

Q. Who is presently the Archbishop of

Dubugque?

A. Daniel Kucera.

0. And you do not answer to the Archbishop
of Dubugue, correct?

A, No.

Q. Because he is an Archbishop, is he
considered to be kind of metropolitan, if you will?

A. Exactly.

Q. You, however, as the Bishop of the

Diocese of Davenport, answer directly to the Holy

See in Rome, do you not?

A Yes.

Q. What, 1f any. relationship is there 1in
the handling of the affairs of the Diocese as
Bishop -- what relationship is there, 1f any, to
the apal delegate in D.C.7 ?g{;Eﬁ

A. Well, the Pro-Nuncilo woulimiggggﬁant“tﬁg“

Holy Father personally to us. He wcul@“ﬁ?%ﬁﬂgg%oly

' < {BRECH
Father's personal representative. CEINB
E{?ng\k( OF DlSTR\CT COURT

Q. The Pro-Nuncio, however, serves primarily

ALANNA JEFFERY, CSR, RPR, CM
319-355-3338
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as an administrative capacity for the See, does he
not?

A, I'm sorry. I don't understand.

Q. vou don't answer to the Pro-Nuncioc. = You
answer to the See, or the Holy Father, in Rome. Is
that correct?

MR. MILLER: I'm going to object to
the use of the term "answer to.” I think it’s
giving the Bishop problems. Perhaps you might

rephrase your guestion.

MR. ANDERSON: Sure.
Q. (BY MR. ANDERSON) Who is presently the
delegate?
a. Cacciavillan.
Q. pio Laghi preceded him, did he not?
A He did.
Q. How many priests are there in the Diocese

of Davenport, 1if you know?
A. About =-- all together, just under 200.

Something like 197, or something like that. 122, I

think, are active. . F%LE _____ P. M-

st A- “--vl"“ ““““
Q. And how many priest¥ were thgﬁﬁzin the
AG 20

Niocese of Davenport when you were inst@ﬂ&gﬁ{@@

JARD F- 215 1 COURT
- EDY D\STR\CT
Bishop in 19677 cﬁRKOF

A. Something over 200. I think about 205,
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if my memory -- but that's 25 years ago.

Q. Roughly 205 active priests?

A, veah. I think that would be fairly
accurate. I'm not certain.

Q. I understand.

Have there been, since you served as

Bishop, any new parishes added and included within

the Diocese?

A. Yes.

Q. Roughly how many would you estimate,
Bishop?

A. Two brand-new, one made up of a

combination of two parishes, and then in Clinton a
combination of five parishes making up one new
parish, but with the five churches remaining.

Q. So is it fair to say that, at least since
you've been installed as Bishop, there has been an
increase in the number of parishes, but a decrease
in the number of active priests?

A. 1 would say a decrease 1in both because

there have been three or four smal“?ﬁ%lbggps 7. W

,,,,,
....
.....

AN
suppressed, SO0 ~—- e
g 05 1992
0. In your experience, has there been st CH
§.9

UR
R0 C,'Y co
an increasing shortage or grow1ngE@&§f @ of

available active priests to serve within the
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Diccese?
A,

Q.

24

Yes.

Has that generally been the case across

the country, at least from your perception or

observation?

A,

So far as I can say. But I would not

want to say —-

rParizek,
Q -
A.

Q -

speak for others.

That's right.

Who is the Vice Chancellor, Bishop?
Vice Chancellor is ﬁonsignor James
same man who is Judicial Vicar.

And I presume he 1is a canon lawyer.
He is.

You also indicated there 1s an Adjunct

Judicial Vicar.

A.

That's right.
Who is that?

That's Monsignor Morrissey.

and he is also Vicar- Gene?ILEﬁ

.......
e
et

Yes. A M-
W-w
Why is he designated two sqﬂﬁ}%nég itles?
Rty
) N [ F“'—C‘
Because we don't have t oL 1
RRNARER Shcrocts

Wwhat does the Adjunct Juglcial Vicar do?

He presides over what we call 1in this
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province the inter-diocesan tribunal.

Q. what 1is that?
a. That is an appeals court, if you will,
for the province, for the four dioceses. It's

established under the statutes set down by the
Holy See, and it has a seat in each diocese. The
main seat is in Dubugue where the Archbishop 1is
essentially the head of the tribunal, but his
Judicial Vicar presides. And then each diocese has
a court to hear appeals.

Q. What kinds of appeals are those at that
hearing?

a. Marriage cases.

Q. You indicated there is also a Board of

Consultors?

A. Yes.
Q. How many people serve on that board?
Al Six.

Q. And they are all appointed by you?

A. Yes.
Q. what is thelr purpose and nqé?
- AL
A. They are to advise me wh%unef”T want,
e
particularly in financial matters.ﬁﬂgzg)ﬂﬁz
ﬁRECé\_':
Q. what about personnel mw&ﬂg}%ﬁﬁmchOU

A. No.
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Q. There 1is alsc a Priest Personnel Board?
A, Yes.

Q. How many people serve on that?

A, Five elected and three ex-officio.

Q. That means appointed by you?

A. No. By office. The Vicar for Priests,

the priest representing the retired priests, and --
I said three. I'm wrong. I'm wrong. Two. Vicar
for Priests and the man that represents the retired
priests.

Q. Was there a personnel -- Priest Personnel

Board in place when you were installed as Bishop?

A. No.

Q. You created 1it?

A Yes.

Q. Why?

A. I felt that I needed advice and counsel

in making the appointments of the clergy because
they are very important to the priests, and I

wanted to do as good a job as I could.

|9
Q. Do you continue or héF%%}dEEhtibﬁ&ed the

......
et

att? A- M."‘,.n*
Priest Personnel Board for tkﬁfwiééﬁggiqﬁﬁnce it
was appointed? 'ﬂ”NBR%%?
‘ 0
\L P\?D R\CT C
A. Yes. 3% RK OF =
Q. Perhaps you could, at least from your
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observation, describe how the Priest Personnel
Board works in connection with the placement or
movement of priests.

A. Okay. We start with a vacancy, position
that needs to be filled. This is made known to the
priests through the Ccatholic Messenger official
column. In other words, say, the pastor of
st. Bertha's has moved to St. Henry's. The priests
read this and they realize that St. Bertha's 1s now
vacant. They have a period of at least two weeks
to indicate to me or to the Personnel Board
that they are interested 1in being pastor of
St., Bertha's. Then we meet. I send out the agenda
saying St. Bertha's igs vacant; these priests have
applied, if anyone has; then we meet. We discuss
the various applications, and the Personnel Board
usually makes a recommendation, and I usually
follow 1t.

Q. Ultimately it is the decision of you as

Bishop to place the priest.

A. Ultimately.
¥, LB o
Q. And it is the Bishop who has thw --------
responsibility for the placement, transf%&ﬁy’ﬁﬁﬁ CH
\QRE '
movement, and assignment of any prie ?ﬁﬂy %gg%TCmﬁﬁ
' s\

Diocese of Davenport. Is that correc
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A, That's correct. Yes.
Q. And the Personnel Board, although they
fFulfill a role, is merely advisory. Isn't that

correct?
A. Technically, that's so.
Q. You listen to them, however.

A, I do.

Q. And often follow their recommendations.
A . Most often.
0. and, however, aren't obliged to. Is that

correct?
A. You are right.
Q. Is the Vicar for Priests --
MR. MILLER: Excuse me.
{Attorney Miller was interrupted by
a telephone call.)
(Kathy Flynn left the deposition
room. )
Q. (CONTINUING) Is the Vicar for Priests -~

he is one of the ex-officio members of the board.

Al That's right.
Q. Does he have any greater au?%agfty_gaﬁj&
"UNM“* ----
it pertains to his role on the boapﬁfwor%fisﬂ 7
8] -
an equal member on the board? «@;NBRKC?
WARD F- 2 et 0OV
A, He has the right to speak E@wﬂﬁg\to
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vote.
Q. How many voting members are there?
A. Five, and then two non-voting.
0. The ex-officlos are non-voting?

A. That's right.

Q. Do the four members —-- 1S it four that
are elected?

A.‘ Five.

Q. Are the five elected members --

A. Am I right? Wait. Wait. I think T
misspoke. I think there are'four elected.

Q. In any case, that's of record somewhere,
so it's not -- are the elected members, in any

case, elected by the priest membership?

A, They are elected by age groups.

Q. How does that work?

A. Well, it works like those ordained and
ipactive =-- now, there would be retired priests.

Phat would be one category. Then, say, those
ordained 50 to 35 years, those ordained 35 years
to 20 years, those ordained 20 years to 10 years,

those newly ordained to 10, somethu‘f’%l%‘ke thaﬁ“‘

AW
That's kind of -- - v 1992
pUG 2 -cH
Q. How long do the elected members gﬁ G HE <
D £. 5\ 2y COUR
gD\?‘ ;\R \STRE‘C
board serve for? CLR
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A Three years.

Q. and how long do the ex-officio members
serve? As long as they are in their official
capacity?

A. No. Sorry- The Vicar for Priests, as
long as he is in office. But the man representing
the retired priests 1is elected every three years.

Q. In my experience, there have been
situations where Priest Personnel Boards have
maintained records about priests separate and apart
from the Chancellory priest file. In your

experience and 1in this Diocese, that is not the

case. Is that correct?
A. That is not the case.
Q. Who is the chief custodian of the priest

personnel or priest files?

A. T would say the Bishop and the
Chancellor.

Q. Bishop, do you -- and i'm not going to
ask the names of any priests for purposes of the

next inguiry, but I'm going to ask you abou%giﬁ

.....
.....
st

practice, 1if there is one.

Do you yourself or have ygﬁ hlﬁ%ﬁg &&Eﬁy
<ECH

on OCCaSlOn malntalned our own or separ \\‘ RT
Y %\}\1 pﬁ:&) ETR\C COU

documents or records or filings in coﬁﬁgétlon with
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