JoAN VENNOCHI
Who's
king of

BosToON SUNDAY GLOBE

SEAN P. O’MALLEY

Rebuilding faith, five years on

Opinion ES

JEFF JacOoBY

The debate
shifts to

o n-mms'r prayer: ilbein  scandal
the Hill? e s | the left
° WlththeM&olndtheshephuds,w! children depend upon the care of adults.  who minister to them. They have borne
‘worship and adore the Christ Child — Onnwownbduﬁundunbeha!fof the shame, grief, and confusion of these
all men, women, devastating revelations with heroic faith.
'humanity. Five: clergy, I Fortheclergy and parents, in pn.rﬁcu.lar
‘WHO'S THE boss? Jan. 6, 2002, the in the ability to ‘THE 110TH Congress convened under
Obviously, It's early in the game. But i had hild young people, children i new 'week, and in the
inded sexually shook the ‘most now adults, who d by And, for the House of
— Governor Deval Patrick, of Boston wider priests or other ‘the scandal of clergy i ready to plow through an ambitious pile ~
Senate President Robert E.Travaglini and Th the Ch\udx.wu- heartsandshat-  rise to anger and mistrust. of legislation. Among the items on their
House Speaker Salvatore F. DiMasi — has Christ, ecial clai the If there were no hope, we would list: muumngdmm\mmumwlge
to materialize, Instead, muscle-flexing and the dark and indeed Butas we 0 $7.25 an hour,

i the first order of business. truth of clergy sexual abuse There is much yet to be done againcelebrate the Epiphany, Jesus | funded embryonicstem cell research,
From the Senate, 'seemed, at first, impossible to nﬁd d mlndsusthltﬂemubewnmus cutting the interest rate on student loans,
is making it as clear as any 3-year-old that accept. rega_]n trust. aways even and Medicare |

Patrick isn't the boss of him. But the truth of the abuse had to ¥ 0 CIICE a1 moments. TheChnstChdd,lnthe prescription drugs.
Last month, Travaglini publicly Church, Christ. We will arms of Mary, beckons us to draw close to ‘Amore liberal policy agenda isn’t all
mmpedhisfootmdmlded‘heim children were all the more heinous be- forever be sorry for the harm you have the peace and protection of His holy that will be moving into the spotlight.
coming governor for blaming the Legisla- cause they were committed by men who  suffered and humbly ask your forgive- .embrace. In this love the process of ‘There will be a heightened focus on liberal
ture for wasteful spending. In the awk- 'vowed themselves to emulate Christ, and nm- healing can both begin and be sustained. as well — which meanswe'll ~
‘ward aftermath, glini said he by the a special word to the During the course of the pastfive . | be hearing more about good intentions
“misspoke” and i ﬁmﬂuoﬂhmewhohmbemm:ﬂy years, we have learned much due to the andlmnbont;oodmsﬂml’nliﬂml

mpmdmtmnﬁnwwulconm

abused. You trusted and loved your

generosity of so many who have commit-

the first the inthe the “fairness” and “compas-
office since Michael S. Dukakis left office. Sérson of Jesos the  trust: Many of you have Church. yet sion” and — and even less
Onmsdwwmyvd&hhc sin. Only with of meeting d trust. The Feast of on factual evidence and the historical
[ by d could we wiﬁ:ymwvu'ﬂzsepnnyumlhnv: mEp‘rphmymlndsusthnﬂ:e record. =
vmmadmoenwnsﬂmumﬂmd mlnsed:mwalkﬁlllyinﬂhught. ‘seen your filled X i il
eyes.I iz v-r-ll visible in the pattern. Proponents of this quintes-
between a man and a woman. And he did dmyxﬁymmtyunwpmmp]me stories about your children, some of whlmwellvemltourfaim.'meshrof senﬁnllyliberalpnsu’ipﬁonmphaslu
itafter Patrick personally lobbied legisla- programs and policies to ensure the whom have even taken their own lives.
tors to use “whatever means appropriate” | safety of children. We must, and will, You will always remain in my heartand  Together, guided by thislight, we will makzaangandsupponnﬂmuywhﬂe
toldlnhemusum.ms«mmpmﬂmt, mnunuewrvigihmeandlmvaveon mind. And, I pray thatyou willfind  * find our way. working a minimum-wage job. They point-
said Nothing i i o\lthawmﬂaﬂonhnsundedthevﬂueof
ence, also voted “yes’ Our ildrenand fam-  ofthe Lord. P.O'Malley the wage. They
‘The next day, Travaglini declared tax il abuse  of Boston. d:eduof@Osnmwpofmeemmm<
increases off limits, saying, “Over the last ladder with the pittance earned by those .-
tvmsulions,:hmhubeennonppeuu atthe bottom. They frame the question as..
in the Senate one of decency and sympathy: Don’tyau
Muscle- toincrease want to help the working poor?
ot 4l taxes. After “In the last nine years, Congress has
exin: discussions voted itself seven pay increases,” says
gls 5 with my Senator Edward M. Kennedy. “If a pay
first order colleagues, I raise is important enough for members of
can tell you Congress, then it is essential for the low-
T tax hikes are est-paid workers in this country.”
ofbusmm. still off the Opponents, by contrast, point to data.
table going and economics. They note, for example,
into this new legislative year” Those ‘that most minimum-wage workers are
‘words were interpreted as a direct mes- neither poor nor family breadwinners, but
sage to Patrick; and so were these: “Over singles in their teens or early 20s, often
the next few weeks and months, the Sen- students working part-time while living

the outcome. Said DiMasi: T, for one, was
very glad he did get involved. He spoke
very firmly about his position during the

ard Republican scare tactic. It worked
well when Mitt Romney was running for
governor in 2002; his opponent, state
treasurer Shannon O'Brien, was clearly
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Altar server Hillary Sussek led a 2002 prayer vigil processional from St. Gerard Majella Church in Canton.

Unanswered questions linger

JAN. 6, 2002 — the feast of the Epiphany, when the Magi fol-
lowed a star to the Christ Child — was the day The Boston

ion or the legal system. While there has been progress, it has
be:npninfullyslaw.inmnsimt,mduoooﬁenlmkinginm

with Mom and Dad. They argue that while
aminimum-wage increase helps some
people, it hurts others: If the cost of em-
ploying low-skill workers goes up, fewer

minimum wage law in 1933," writes econ--
omist Thomas Sowell, “raised the average
‘wage rate in the Southern textile industry
by 70 percent — mdhalfnmllﬂonblnckx

nationwide lost their jobs.”

What is true of the minimum-wage
debate is true of so many others. Affirma-
tive action, sex education, energy policy, -
family law, criminal procedure — on issue.,
after issue, people on the left are more
likely to stress virtuous motives, while
people on the right accentuate real-world ~
outcomes.

Should income-tax rates be cut? Liber-

P!

Legislature and much of the agenda. ‘more than hild sorrow, the prayers, tthnssﬁ.hmallbeenmd.butthey onminﬁmzedwnhmiduoﬁmawn
Now, Patrick and that his history abuse and had
‘hange is ds knowingly him 34 barmwmdﬂvzhyachmmmudahmonanmdonot qulcktommthﬂropponenuofbdu
‘That’s scary for the status quo. As Patrick years. but not,
said in his inaugural address, “Change is Unmmmmmmmbmmmm still only 15 di ‘known Ashdlbmnpollﬂulblnindww
Jesus, the toxic Today, ity media, UPT's Helen Thomas once replied: -
‘welcome. But it is what we hoped for, secrecy of a hierarchical culture that became everything from gay marriage to who can wash “Aliberal bias? I don't know what a liberal
what we have worked for and whatyou exposed that day. Even though  titurgical vesseis. biasis. Doyou mean we care about the
voted for and what you shall have.” It's been five years now, but for toomany ithas | Bishops — ont.hewhole still treat the direct poor, the sick, and the maimed? Do we
Patrick also concluded with a call to Dbeen a lifetime. This happens when your worldis  Jt nQ longer victims as victims, the
"rebuﬂdmlr’chyunll-ml and make it turned upside down, particularly your faith — or, d o peopleinchepewundfmthﬂdmholkclﬂy day on the streets of America? If that’s
a power Ommm have A\ ir right- llbera.l.subeu.ltmnkiﬁevu'ythlng
that. poMb ‘makes Travaglini and and pri .Whﬂgwe'vebemmmfs 3 ful pl: hurch Across in life — that we ds
q“m 4 s W headlin held account Andif H
ﬂwy‘vebeendolng. sexual i €s, able for putting children in harm’s way. More im- not care. z
‘The new governor must avoid two vmsml&vmouesandmgdsywhome t.he c]em portant, “You -ndnhfu
deadly: : the so- them, and, yes, even the once-revered leaders of abuse are still with many of the victims and will be and environmental measures,”
called Gang of Three approach, which will ﬂlechmd:,ﬂ:ebishom—sﬁl]wmduwmn ﬁurdmdu Knmuﬂofthdrum scolded President Bush in 2001. “This has
b i relywilhe. sexual abuse becavidely sapebacktime
or the style that characterized Witha 20,8 ﬁl‘ people.Nommerlwwmedofitwem,mdevm wyuureorpomednnms.mﬂ:eymm .
first term as governor. In 1974, Dukakis century, the modern sexual abuse crisisbeganto  CI'1SIS 1S the ican people’s
‘won election as an antiestablishment emerge in 1984. However, the Globe article was 0 dﬂywwllab\nea‘lsubﬁuﬁomhlsmryA health and safety?”
reformer, He was tossed out in 1978, a i wearein from history. mmmnposedmvmzmnmm still Obviously these are only generaliza- .
defeat he later blamed on his failure to wlthBomnu “ground zero.” Like the mmm*wwmnm-m tions. Rmbﬂummnmdwrysim— -
reach out to legislators and others. He was "shmhard‘lvlmdthewoﬂd ithas had fas hing, revolu- of aflpol-
reelected in 1982, with ved for the church and society — that few out of John Geoghan's reach?” icy’s noble goals. Democrats are not
‘mitment to coalition-building. wu!dhxvelmngmed, i of it will not Just look, some™
Patrick on the s0too did the ‘be over until we know why it will m@tsly,atlhellzpubl(unhdwlﬂn :
‘merits of Hope- crisis. repressed memories nmbeava-undlthe is exposed i Iraq. And P
fully, i Beacon bishops in the in- both te
Hill, success has less to do with being the and grand juri wol bank- mwﬁmmmmmnmdahymmumm power and self-aggrandizement than
‘boss and more to do with being the maes- ruptcy. Today, downsi: h. It
o players to close Now mnnmbewzrnmilwenhthelong]meyofhullng, But as a broad rule, intentions are the
dancing to the same beat. laity, along with i through truth, and il currency of the left, while results matter
Correction: In my Jan. 4 column, T law. legislation i the ity. The our bishops most to the right. That is why Bill Clinton_
‘wrote that 61 legislators voted to advance ‘country. Many C: todo i p could feel
ban gay In other faiths or tion. than insisted that facts were stubborn things.
the end, 62 yes votes were cast. Some just feel like they are in limbo — can it be? —————
e il i hurch respond-  Steven Krueger, founding executive director of Voice of the il
Joan Vennochi’s e-mail address is ed to what has been forced on them i Faithful, i np Jeff Jacoby’s e-mail address is

| vennochi@globe.com.




