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TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

-- - ~--

ed 

~. 

(The testimony of ANTHONY JOSEPH 

CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, taken on June 26, 2003, was 

read to the grand jury. The questions were read by 

Mr. Gallagher, and the answers were read by Mr. 

Spade as follows:) 

19 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

20 "Q. Cardinal Bevilacqua, you have been called by this 

21 grand jury to testify as a witness in connection with this 

22 investigation into C-10. 

23 "Please give the jury your name, and spell it for 

24 the record, and your address? 

25 itA. My name is Cardinal Anthony Joseph Bevilacqua. 
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Spell the name? My last name is B as in boy, E, V as in 

Victor, I-L-A-C-Q-U-A, and I live at 5700 City Avenue, 

Philadelphia. 

"Q. Cardinal Bevilacqua, before appearing today to 

testify, were you before Judge C. Darnell Jones II this 

past Tuesday, at which time he swore you in as a witness 

and advised you of your rights as described on the form 

which you signed, as well as the requirement for secrecy 

of these proceedings? 

"A. Yes, I was. 

"Q. Did you then understand those rights and do you 

13 understand them today? 

"A. I do. 

3 

14 

15 "Q. Do you understand that you have a right to consult 

16 with an attorney before or during your testimony before 

17 this grand jury? 

18 !lA. I do. 

19 "Q. And we discussed before you came in today that you 

20 control the discussions with your attorney and then you 

21 advise me if you need to take a recess to discuss anything 

22 outside; is that correct? 

23 

24 

!lA. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Do you further understand that you have the right 

25 to have an attorney present with you in this room for 
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2 consultation purposes while you are testifying? 

"A. Yes. 3 

4 tfQ. Do you wish at this time to consult with or be 

5 represented by counsel? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I have 

Do you 

Yes. " 

counsel. 

wish for 

(MR. 

him to be here? 

GALLAGHER:) "Okay. Now, for 

4 

the 

record, counsel, could you please state your name. 

MR. SPADE: Counsel stated his name. 

(MR. HODGSON:) "My name is Clark 

" 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 Hodgson. I practice with the law firm of Stradley, 

16 Ronon, Stevens and Young, and I represent Cardinal 

17 Bevilacqua." 

18 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

19 "Q. Cardinal Bevilacqua, please inform the grand jury; 

20 are you a citizen of the United States? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Are you a citizen of any other country? 

No. 

Okay. As a cardinal, do you have any kind of 

25 citizenship or any kind of relationship with the Vatican? 
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Well, not u citizenship. 

Okay. And I think we marked it earlier, but if 

4 you'd like to refer to it, I'd like you to refer to 

5 although you probably don't have to -- Commonwealth or 

5 

6 grand jury exhibit nine five one, which is your biography 

7 that is produced on the Archdiocese website. I'm going to 

8 ask you a couple questions concerning that." 

9 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

10 "Q. 

11 correct? 

12 

13 

14 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

You were born and raised in Brooklyn; is that 

Well, I was born there. 

Okay. 

I was raised until the age of five in Brooklyn. 

15 Then my family moved to the next borough, Queens. 

16 "Q. 

17 school 

18 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Okay. And did you attend grade school and high 

I did. 

-- at that location? 

I attended public school for three years, 

21 elementary school, and then I was transferred to Saint 

22 Thomas the Apostle School. 

23 "I graduated from there, went to Richmond Hill High 

24 School for six months because there was a gap there. We 

25 graduated in February, in elementary school, in my 
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seminary that r intended to go to in Brooklyn only took 

you in September. 

"Then I went to in September in Cathedral College 

Seminary, not as a resident, just a regular community, 

four years. That's called Cathedral College, but four 

7 years of high school, and two years, first two years of 

8 college. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Okay. And where was that located? 

In Brooklyn. 

What's your date of birth, please, Cardinal? 

It's June 17, 1923. 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 "Q. So you just celebrated your eightieth birthday; is 

14 that correct? 

15 "A. I did the other day. 

16 "Q. Now, after you finished Cathedral -- what was it 

17 called? Cathedral? 

18 "A. Cathedral College. 

19 "Q. Okay. And that was a high school? 

20 "A. Four years of high school and the first two years 

21 of college. 

22 "Then I -- then after that, I went to the Seminary 

23 of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington, New York. 

24 

25 

"Q. 

itA. 

Okay. 

That's the last two years of college and four 
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2 years of theology. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

And then that brought you up to your ordination? 

That is correct. 

And that was on June 11 of 1949? 

That is correct. 

7 

7 "Q. Okay. And after finishing the seminary and being 

8 ordained, did you pursue advanced degrees? 

9 "A. I did. I was assigned to pursue them. I was sent 

10 to study history and political science at Columbia 

11 University. 

12 

13 

"It was then interrupted after three years. I did 

it by night, so it was part time while I was teaching. 

14 was assigned to study canon law in Rome, and I achieved 

15 that degree in 1956. That's called the J.C.D. or Doctor 

16 of Canon Law. 

I 

17 "Q. Okay. So you were in Rome from approximately 1952 

18 

19 

to the 1956? 

"A. 1953 to 1956. 

20 "Q. And did you receive any subsequent degrees, 

21 masters? 

22 "A. Yes. I completed my master's at Columbia since I 

23 had not finished before I was sent to Rome, and then I 

24 

25 

achieved the master's in political science at Columbia. 

also went to Saint John's law school in Queens and 

I 
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2 ac.:hieved u J. D. in 1975. 

3 "Q. Now, the attendance at the law school, were you 

4 working at the time? 

"A. I was. 5 

6 "Q. Okay. Now, after you finished and got your J.D., 

7 Jurist Doctorate, at Saint John's Law School, were you 

8 admitted to practice civil law in New York? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I was. 

Okay. And are you admitted in any other state? 

I was admitted also in Pennsylvania. 

Okay. When was that? 

It was about -- I'm not sure of the exact date. 

14 think it was about 1984 or '85. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

"Q. Okay. So you sat for the bar exam in both those 

states? 

"A. No. No, just for the first one. 

"Q. Just for the first? 

"A. I was accepted in Pennsylvania. 

"And then the Supreme Court, also, I was admitted 

21 to that, the Supreme Court. 

22 "Q. You applied and were admitted to that in how the 

23 normal course attorneys do; is that right? 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Now, let's go back to your work experience, 

I 
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please, Cardinal. 

"After you graduated from the seminary and was 

ordained in 1949, what kind of work did you do as a 

priest? 

itA. Immediately upon ordination in 1949, I was 

assigned as an assistant pastor at the Church of Sacred 

8 Hearts-Saint Stephen's in Brooklyn. That was followed 

9 after nine months I was transferred to Saint Mary's in 

10 Long Island City. That's in Queens, but still the same 

11 Diocese of Brooklyn. 

12 "After that, I was assigned to teach at Cathedral 

9 

13 College and that was 19 -- it was '49, '50. It would have 

14 been in September of 1950; and after that, I was 

15 assigned -- after three years, I was assigned to study law 

16 in -- canon law in Rome. 

17 "When I finished that, I was assigned as a 

18 temporarily as a chaplain in the Sisters of Saint 

19 in Brentwood, New York; and I was there -- it was very a 

20 temporary assignment, and then I was assigned to the 

21 Chancery office in the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

22 

23 

24 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

And was that in 19 

It would have been in 1957. 

Okay. You didn't fill the top position in the 

25 Chancellor's office. You were Assistant Chancellor? 
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No, I was an assistant chancellor. 

10 

"I was Assistant Chancellor for several years, and 

then I while I was still Assistant Chancellor, the 

5 bishop asked me to establish and be director of an office 

6 for immigrants and refugees, but that was concomitant with 

7 being an assistant chancellor, and then I think it was 

8 1975 that I was appointed chancellor. 

9 "I stayed on there doing both jobs, Director of the 

10 Migration and Refugee Office. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

"Q. So we're clear, the amount of time that you spent 

in the parish work, how long was that? 

"A. It would have been from July of 1949 until 

September of 1950. 

"Q. Okay. Now, the teaching position that you had at 

16 Cathedral College, what courses did you teach? 

17 "A. I taught social studies, world history, and then I 

18 was on ready to take to teach French, because there was 

19 a professor that had heart trouble, and I actually had to 

20 do it for a period of time. 

21 "Q. SO were you teaching high school students at that 

22 point, or were you teaching seminarians? 

23 "A. They were what we call prep seminarians. In other 

24 words, it's a seminary, but not a boarding seminary. 

25 Young men interested -- it is a seminary. It's called a 
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2 minor seminary. They're young men interested in becoming 

3 priests. 

4 tlQ. Now, during the time that you were in the 

5 Chancellor's office as Assistant Chancellor up through 

6 1975, were you also teaching at that time, or were you 

7 

8 

9 

just working on this immigration office? 

tlA. No, I was not teaching at the time. I was dOing 

both, though, after I was teaching. In other words, after 

10 '75, when I got my law degree, I was asked to teach at 

11 Saint John's Law School, and also I was -- I was also 

12 teaching -- while I was in those two jobs, I was teaching 

13 at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception at 

14 Huntington. I was teaching canon law there as an ad-hoc 

15 professor. 

16 tlQ. Now, the time that you spent teaching at Saint 

17 John's Law School, how long was that? 

18 

19 

tlA. It started in 19 -- I think about a year after I 

graduated. Just as an ad-hoc professor. I was teaching 

20 immigration law at nighttime, and it continued until I --

21 until 1980. 

22 

23 

24 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

And in 1976, you became a monsignor in the Church? 

Yes. 

And that was when you were the Chancellor -- were 

25 you the full Chancellor, the top guy in the Chancellor's 
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2 office, at that time? 

3 "A. At that time, I -- yes. 

4 "Q. And you filled that position as Chancellor up and 

5 

6 

7 

through 1983; is that correct? 

"A. That is correct. 

"Q. Now, you're appointed or elevated to a bishop, an 

8 auxiliary bishop, in Brooklyn in November of 1980; is that 

9 correct? 

10 

11 

"A. 

IIQ. 

That is correct. 

Okay. And did you still hold the position of 

12 Chancellor? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

I did. 

Okay. And in 1983, you were appointed Bishop of 

Pittsburgh? 

"A. Correct. 

Is it called an appointment, Cardinal? 

"A. Yes. It is. 

"Q. And you served as Bishop of Pittsburgh from 

October of 1983 until December of 1987; is that correct? 

"A. Not exactly. It was December of '83. 

22 "In other words, the appointment is different from 

23 actually becoming the bishop. 

24 

25 

"Q. 

"A. 

You were installed as Bishop -

In December. 
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ttQ. - - tn December? 

"A. Until 1988. 

1 

2 

3 

4 "Q. Okay. And then you were appointed Archbishop of 

5 Philadelphia in 1988; is that correct? 

6 "A. No, I was appointed in '87. 

7 "Q. Okay. And when were you installed? 

8 "A. Then I was installed February 11, 1988. 

9 "Q. And you've had that position since? 

10 "A. Yes. 

11 "Q. Since that date, correct? 

12 "A. Yes. 

13 "Q. Now, you were elevated to Cardinal on June 28, 

14 1991; is that correct? 

15 "A. Correct. 

16 "Q. Where did that happen? 

1 7 " A . I n Rome. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Okay. And that was by Pope John 

That is correct. 

18 

19 

20. "Q. Could you explain to the grand jurors what's the 

21 difference between an archbishop and a cardinal, if any, 

22 as far as your position and your authority and your 

23 responsibility in the Catholic Church? 

24 

25 

"A. When you're appointed archbishop of an 

archdiocese, you are the head of that archdiocese. It has 
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nothing to do with being a cardinal. In other words, I 

14 

3 was Archbishop of Philadelphia before I was a cardinal. 

4 "A cardinal's responsibility -- and only very few 

5 bishops or archbishops become cardinals. Right now I 

6 think it's -- there might be only a hundred and fifty in 

7 the whole world. 

8 "It does not add to your authority in the diocese. 

9 It just has to be -- a cardinal has two major functions, 

10 and they are -- number one is to be among the chief 

11 advisors to the Pope and also that until the age of 

12 eighty, you have a right to be called to elect a new pope. 

13 "It's completely distinct from being an Archbishop. 

14 As I indicated, it's not because I'm a cardinal that I 

15 have authority in the Archdiocese or because I'm 

16 Archbishop. There are cardinals who are not bishops at 

as we have one in the United States, so you don't 

18 have to be a bishop to be a cardinal. 

19 "Q. So basically the Archbishop -- and tell me if I'm 

20 wrong in this summation. 

21 "The Archbishop is in charge of the Archdiocese of 

22 Philadelphia, and that's why he's called archbishop, but 

23 you're called a cardinal because you're in the College of 

24 Cardinals; and you have those two functions --

25 "A. That is correct. 
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-- which you've indicated? 

15 

1 

2 

3 

4 

itA. But to clarify, you can remain an archbishop even 

though you are not the archbishop of a diocese. Once you 

5 are appointed an archbishop, you remain that, though you 

6 have no authority. 

7 "In other words, when you resign from your 

8 archdiocese, your title remains but not your authority. 

9 "Q. And now that you've reached the age of eighty, 

10 you're still a cardinal, but you are not able to be 

11 involved in the election of a pope? 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

Okay. Do you still have the function of advising 

14 the Pope? 

15 

16 

18 

19 

"A. Yes. 

"Q. Okay. And how often do you advise the Pope 

the course of a twelve-month year? 

"A. There's direct advice and there's indirect advice. 

Directly, the Pope, four times. I think it's four times 

20 since I've become a cardinal he has called all the 

21 cardinals to Rome to give him advice on a very particular 

22 issue. That's all of them. 

23 "Then last year, sometimes by groups. So when he 

24 calls a synod -- like, we had a synod for the laity in 

25 1987. We had the synod for America just about three years 
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2 ago. Those are some of the cardinals and other 

3 archbishops to advise the Pope. 

4 "But cardinals are always there, not all the 

5 cardinals, but I was called in 1987 to be part of the 

6 synod, and also in about three years ago, for the synod 

7 for America. 

16 

8 "But you do a great deal of advising by letter and 

9 through the agencies of the pope. There are the agencies, 

10 for example, the various congregations. They're the top 

11 agencies, equivalent to your secretaries in Washington, 

12 Secretary of the Interior. So there are about seven, 

13 eight congregations, and there are subdivisions of them. 

14 "I was a member of four of them, and those are 

15 agencies that are the kind of -- they are the delegates of 

16 the Pope. So in advising them, I'm really advising the 

17 Pope. 

18 "Q. And when you advise 

19 by writing, but when you do it, you go over to Rome; is 

20 that correct? 

21 

22 

"A. No. No. Most is done by mail. 

"But at the same time, I can go to the Pope any 

23 time, and I've done it several times on my own to advise 

24 him about a situation. So I'm free to advise him. Any 

25 cardinal is free to advise him anytime. 
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2 "Q. We can get i.nto that later, but last April, I 

3 believe bishops were called by the Pope to meet with him 

4 on this issue that we're here today? 

5 

6 

7 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

That's another instance of advising the Pope. 

Were you involved in that? 

I was. 

8 "All the cardinals of the United States were called 

9 there. 

10 "Q. Now, getting back to your career as an attorney, 

11 did you ever practice law? 

12 

13 

itA. 

"Q. 

I did not. 

Okay. You taught law, but you never actually 

14 practiced law; is that correct? 

15 "A. I need to clarify that. I taught law, but the 

16 major purpose of my becoming a lawyer was because of the 

r of immi ants and refugees in the Diocese 

18 of Brooklyn, and so that's why the bishop asked me to 

19 establish an immigration and refugee office. 

20 "And I learned quickly that most of the people had 

21 legal problems, and so it was hard to take care of them 

22 pastorally, and my task was to give pastoral care for 

23 them, but there were so many undocumented aliens. 

24 "We had over -- as far as immigrants and refugees 

25 at the time in the Diocese of Brooklyn, we estimated close 
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2 to a million, and so I went to law school because of their 

J need for legal advice and they couldn't afford lawyers. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

"Q. Now, Cardinal 

"A. I established seven paralegal offices. That's 

what my training helped. 

"Q. Okay. In the neighborhoods throughout the 

Diocese? 

"A. That's right. 

IIQ. Now, when you were in law school and you studied 

11 at Saint John's University, did you take any courses in 

12 criminal law or criminal procedure? 

13 

14 

"A. 

ItQ. 

It was part of the curriculum. 

Now, do you have any membership in any legal 

15 association? Canon Law Society of America? 

16 

18 

19 

"A. 

"A. 

"Q. 

I do. 

And do 

No. 

Okay. 

regularly attend their meetings? 

And how about the American Bar Association? 

20 "A. I resigned from that. 

21 "Q. And the Pennsylvania Bar Association, were you 

22 ever a member of that? 

23 "A. I think I was a member, but I don't think I am 

24 now. 

25 "Q. Okay. 
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Because I did not I did not continue with my 

3 continuing education, so I • 

4 ItQ. Well, that was my next question, Cardinal. 

19 

5 "As a lawyer in Pennsylvania, we must attend twelve 

6 hours of continuing this legal education. 

7 

B 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Right. 

Do you still keep up with that? 

No. 

Okay. Now, I'm going to ask you some questions 

11 concerning your role and responsibility as the Archbishop 

12 of Philadelphia. 

13 "What is your role as the Archbishop of 

14 Philadelphia with respect to parishioners, pastoral care 

15 and basically taking care of the Catholics in 

16 Philadelphia? 

Theola it's best explained. A bishop who's 

18 bishop of a diocese, and I -- just to clarify, at this 

19 point, there's no difference between a bishop and an 

20 archbishop. It's just the kind of a honorary thing. So 

21 if I use the word 'bishop,' it means the same thing as 

22 archbishop. 

23 "The role of a bishop who is head of a diocese, and 

24 mine is Archbishop, is you take the place of Jesus Christ 

25 and you carry out three major functions, and that is --
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2 that is to teach the faith, to sanctify the people and to 

) govern the people. 

4 "Everything falls -- everything we do falls under 

5 those three general categories. When you get into 

6 Rpeclfics, under each one of those three, it becomes very 

7 detailed. In other words, I do hundreds and hundreds of 

8 things, but they can all be put under one of those three 

9 

10 

categories. 

"Q. Okay. Do you know today the number of Catholics 

11 in the Philadelphia Archdiocese? Approximate? 

12 "A. Approximately I think it's about one million four 

13 hundred and ninety thousand, close to one and a half 

14 million. 

15 "Q. Okay. And do you know what percentage of the 

16 population that is in the Archdiocese? 

17 "A. The most recent thing, percentage that I have 

18 seen I haven't seen anyt ng very r 

19 approximately thirty percent. 

20 "Q. Now, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia includes not 

21 only the City of Philadelphia but the surrounding five 

22 counties; is that correct? 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

That is correct. 

Okay. Cardinal, what kind of legal --

Excuse me. 
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"Q. Yes. 

"A. Are we talking five? Four. We're talking four 

surrounding counties. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"Q. Okay. Four surrounding counties, Delaware, Bucks, 

Chester and Montgomery? 

"A. 

IIQ. 

!lA. 

That's correct. 

And Philadelphia is the fifth? 

And Philadelphia. 

10 "Q. What kind of legal entity is the Archdiocese of 

11 Philadelphia? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. I have to ask my -- my may I speak. 

"Q. Yes, sir." 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

(THE WITNESS:) "I do not know 

specifically. It's more of an entity but not 

18 incorporated." 

19 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

20 "Q. Okay. So it's not an unincorporated association. 

21 It is an unincorporated association?" 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. SPADE: 

(THE WITNESS:) 

th 

"It's unincorporated." 
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2 (BY MR. GALLAGHER: ) 

3 "Q. Okay. So it's not a nonprofit corporation?" 

4 MR. GALLAGHER: 

5 

6 (THE WITNESS:) "No. " 

7 

8 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

9 "Q. Is it a corporate sole?" 

10 MR. GALLAGHER: s 

11 

12 (THE WITNESS:) "No." 

13 (BY MR. GALLAGH E R: ) 

14 "Q. SO what is it again?" 

15 MR. GALLAGHER: 

16 

(THE WITNESS:) "It's an unincorporated 

18 

19 

entity." 

20 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

21 "Q. But in this unincorporated entity, there's 

22 subsections that are nonprofit ~orporations; is that 

2 3 cor r e c t .. ? " 

24 MR. SPADE: 

25 
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(THE WITNESS:) "Yes. Within the 

Archdiocese, there are certain entities that are 

nonprofit. For example, nursing homes. I mean, 

5 they belong to the,Archdiocese." 

6 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

ItQ. And how about hospitals? 

"A. No, we do not own any hospitals. 

23 

7 

8 

9 ItQ. Cardinal, do you know what kind of papers you have 

10 to file with the state to be an unincorporated entity?" 

11 MR. SPADE: 

12 

13 

14 

(THE WITNESS:) "I don't know them." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Okay." 

15 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

16 "Q. Now, I'd like to ask you what was the structure of 

17 the hierarchy in the Philadelphia Archdiocese when you 

18 took over in 1988? 

19 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Of the Archdiocese? 

Correct. 

At that time, Cardinal Krol was the Archbishop, 

22 and until the day that I took over. 

23 "Q. Okay. Now, what kind of structure was the 

24 hierarchy? By that I mean, how wer...a·-the offices set up at: 

25 that pOint? ;.Simillr to the way they were in Pittsburgh 



) ) 
24 

l TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 and Brooklyn, where you have a vicar and you have a 

3 chancellor's office? Do you recall? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

itA. Yes. Well, you have -- those are by law. There 

is a 

"Q. 

itA. 

we're talking administration? 

Excuse me. 

We're talking administration rather than 

8 hierarchy? 

9 

10 

"Q. 

itA. 

Okay. 

Hierarchy is only the bishop, but in an 

11 administration, there are cert~in levels of officials that 

12 are required by law, canon law, and that is every bishop 

13 must have a vicar general, at least one, and also a 

14 chancellor, and there are other officials." 

15 

16 

MR. GALLAGHER: Okay. Grand jury 

exhibit nine five two was marked for 

identification. 

18 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

19 

20 

21 

"Q. Okay. Now, I'd like to make reference to grand 

jury exhibit nine five two. We've already had that 

previously marked. I think I provided you and counsel 

22 with a copy before we came in here. 

23 ItHave you had a chance to review that, Cardinal? 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

And that is taken from the Catholic Directory for 
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2 2003. 

3 "Is this how the administration of the Archdiocese 

4 of Philadelphia is set up today? 

5 

6 

"A. 

"Q. 

The way it is today, yes. 

Okay. When you took over in 1988, it was not set 

7 up this way; is that correct? 

8 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

Okay. And in fact, you did a complete 

10 reorganization in the time period, 1988, 1989, 1990; is 

11 that correct? 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

Correct. 

Okay. And who held the critical positions as the 

14 vicar in 1988 when you took over? Do you recall? 

15 "A. At the time when I took over, the most -- the 

16 Vicar General was Bishop Lohmueller at the time. 

17 "I don't recall whether the other auxiliary bishops 

18 were also the vicars general, but Bishop Lohmueller was 

19 the acting one. 

20 "Q. And if you could refer to the chart, nine five 

21 two, now directly under you is the Vicar for 

22 Administration, Reverend Monsignor Joseph R. Cistone, V.G. 

23 Is that Vicar General? 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

That's right. 

Okay. So this position was held by Bishop 
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2 Lohmueller when you first took over? 

itA. Kind of the equivalent of it. 

Itlt was not exactly the same job description. 

3 

4 

5 "Q. Okay. And who changed the job description? Did 

6 you change the job'description? 

7 

8 

itA. 

ItQ. 

Yes. 

Okay. Now, after Bishop Lohmueller was the Vicar 

9 General, Edward Cullen became the Vicar General in 1988; 

10 is that correct? 

11 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Correct. 

And he served in that position to 1998? 

1998? I thought it was . . yes. Excuse me. He 

14 became bishop, auxiliary bishop. Then he went to -- yes. 

15 "Q. So he was a monsignor, I assume, at that time and 

16 then became an auxiliary bishop in Philadelphia? 

17 "A. That is correct. 

18 ItQ. And now he's the Bishop of Allentown; is that 

19 correct? 

20 "A. That is right. 

21 II Q. Now, he also then filled this position of Vicar 

22 for Administration? 

23 

24 

itA. 

flQ. 

Correct. 

All right. I don't know if you can agree or 

25 disagree with this analogy, but let me give you an 
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2 example. 

3 "I was in the United States Navy, and in every 

4 command there was a captain, a commanding officer and 

5 there was an executive officer who handled the day-to-day 

6 administrative duties of the command. 

7 

8 "A. 

"Is that similar in the Archdiocese? 

It would be analogous to the Vicar for 

9 Administration to handle the day-to-day details. 

10 "Q. Okay. And is he basically your closest advisor 

11 and assistant in the Philadelphia Archdiocese? 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

NOw, if we could again refer to exhibit nine five 

14 two, could you please tell the grand jurors who in this 

15 chart has anything to do with cases of clergy accused of 

16 sexual abuse of minors? 

17 "A. My delegate for those situations would be the 

18 Secretary for the Clergy. 

19 

20 

21 

flQ. 

"A. 

"Q. 

22 correct? 

23 

24 

itA. 

"Q. 

And that's in the far right? 

That is correct. 

Lower part of the organizational chart; is that 

That is correct. 

Now, that Secretary for Clergy is Monsignor Lynn; 

25 is that correct? 
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That is correct. 

And how long has he been in that position? Do you 

4 recall? 

5 

6 

"A. 

"Q. 

I don't recall exactly. 

Would I refresh your recollection to say that he's 

7 been there since 1993 until today? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

"A. Yes. It could very well be. I was going to say 

at least ten years. 

"Q. Okay. Now, who does he answer to as far as the 

chain of command? 

itA. All of them are answerable first through the Vicar 

13 for the Administration and through that to me. 

14 "Q. Okay. Now, as far as dealing with clergy accused 

15 of sexual abuse of minors, who else works in his office to 

16 do that? 

17 itA. Well, he's the only delegate, but there is a -- he 

18 has an assistant that might assist him in certain times. 

19 "Q. Okay. Now, these other offices in the Secretary 

20 for Clergy, Chaplaincy, Permanent Deacons, Priest 

21 Personnel, Retired Clergy, Continuing Formation of the 

22 Priests, Seminary and Vocations, do they have anything to 

23 do with investigating or handling cases of clergy accused 

24 of sexual abuse of minors? 

25 itA. No. 
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2 "Q. So it's specifically Monsignor Lynn, and who's his 

3 assistant? 

4 "A. It would be -- right now it would be Father 

5 Vincent Welsh. 

6 "Q. And they answer directly to the Vicar of 

7 Administration? 

8 "A. Yes. 

9 ItQ. And he answers directly to you; is that correct? 

10 "A. That is correct. 

11 "Q. Okay. If they work on a specific case where 

12 there's a claim made, who do they report to and how is the 

13 information on what they find communicated to you?" 

14 MR. SPADE: , . 
--- --;- ---

15 

16 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

When I say who, I mean, Monsignor Lynn and Father' 

18 Welsh? 

19 itA. They would frequently go to -- regularly go to 

20 Monsignor Cistone, but in cases like this, it would not 

21 be -- there would be times when he would report to me. 

22 IIQ. Directly to you? 

23 itA. Yes. 

24 ItBut I'm presuming he's already reported to 

25 Monsignor Cistone. 
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Now, during the time period 1990 -- strike that. 

"1988 through 1998, when Monsignor Lynn had this 

4 position, he answered to now Bishop Cullen? 

5 

6 

"A. 

" Q • 

Monsignor Cullen at that time. 

If Monsignor Lynn and Father Welsh take any action 

7 on a case, how is that reported to you? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

itA. Many times they would call me and I would speak to 

them on the situation. 

"Q. Are all the activities and actions on a particular 

allegation, a particular case, completely noted in the 

secret archive files? 

itA. I -- I presume so." 

MR. GALLAGHER: Grand jury nine five 

15 'three was marked. 

16 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

17 "Q. All right. I'd like to now look at grand jury 

18 exhibit nine five three, a copy of which way was provided 

19 to you earlier." 

20 

21 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Do you have this, 

counsel? You left it outside?" 

22 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

23 ItQ. Now, Cardinal, have you had an opportunity to 

24 review that today? That's nine five three, which is 

25 entitled 'Notice of Submission of Investigation.' 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 
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[ did not. 

Okay. Do you have it? 

I did not have time to review it. 

Okay." 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Review it now." 

(THE WITNESS:) "Okay. " 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

(THE WITNESS:) "I have read this." 

14 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

15 "Q. Cardinal, that is the official document that 

16 initiated this investigation. 

31 

to ask you specifics what's in that 

18 document, but without telling us.what you discussed, have 

19 you discussed the topic of this investigation with your 

20 attorney?" 

21 MR. GALLAGHER: 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(THE WITNESS:) "I would like to 

discuss this with my attorney at recess." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Fine. Okay." 
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2 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

3 "Q. Generally, what I'm talking about is you're aware 

4 of what the purpose of this grand jury is; is that 

5 correct? 

6 itA. I'm generally aware of it. 

7 "Q. Okay. And now you're specifically aware of it by 

8 reading the document that you've seen, correct? 

9 "A. Yes. 

10 "Q. All right. What I'd like to ,know -- the next 

11 question is a broad question, and I'll follow up with 

12 other questions, but what I'd like to know and what the 

13 grand jury would like to know is what did you know about 

14 the problem of sexual abuse of minors by members of the 

15 clergy when you became the archbishop in the Archdiocese 

16 of Philadelphia? 

17 itA. You say when I first came here? 

18 ItQ. Yes, sir. 

19 "A. I did not know anything. It was not brought to my 

20 attention that I recall when I first came here. 

21 "Q. Okay. Did you know anythin~ about the problem of 
~ 

\ 
22 sexual abuse of minors by members of the clergy in the 

23 Catholic Church from your other positions at Pittsburgh 

24 and Brooklyn? 

25 "A. Well, I knew generally . . yes, I had some idea 
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2 of it at that time. 

3 "You're talking about when I came here, did I have 

4 

5 

6 

previous knowledge? Is that correct? 

"Q. Yes. 

"A. Yes, because it had come up already in the 

7 Conference of Bishops. 

8 "Q. Now, you personally in the position of Chancellor 

9 at Brooklyn and then the Bishop of Pittsburgh, did you 

10 have experience with these type allegations and problems, 

11 that is, clergy sexual abuse of minors in those two 

12 

13 

dioceses? 

"A. In Brooklyn, I'm not sure, because I was not 

14 responsible at the time, but there were two instances 

15 brought to my attention that may have been -- this goes 

16 back, and I have very vague recollection of this because 

17 it had to be in the late sixties or early seventies, but I 

18 don't even know if they were actual sexual abuse. 

19 "Q. Okay. Did you work on those cases as a chancellor 

20 in Brooklyn? 

21 

22 

23 

"A. 

"Q. 

There was just a one interview in both cases. 

"An individual, no investigation or anything. 

Now, back in those days, was the Chancellor's 

24 office charged with the responsibility of looking into 

25 these allegations? 
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itA. Yes. 

ItQ. Okay. But you only worked -- you recall at this 

point only two? 

"A. Yes. I was Vice Chancellor at the time. 

"Q. And when you became Chancellor in Brooklyn as the 

7 Auxiliary Bishop there? 

8 

9 

itA. 

1IQ. 

Never had a case. 

Okay. How about when you went to Pittsburgh as a 

10 bishop between 1983 and 1987? 

11 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I remember a few cases there. 

Okay. 

I mean, in the sense I don't remember the details 

14 but I remember that there were several instances. 

15 "Q. Okay. When you had these c~ses, did you at that 

16 time research any information about this problem? 

17 itA. It was not personally. Again, it was delegated to 

18 the equivalent of the Secretary for the Clergy. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

ItQ. 

itA. 

"Q. 

itA. 

"Q. 

Okay. That's in Pittsburgh? 

In Pittsburgh. 

And he reported to you also; is that correct? 

Yes. He generally WOUld. 

Okay. I'm talking now I'm going to talk about 

24 since that time when you were in positions of 

25 administrative supervision in Brooklyn, Pittsburgh and now 
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2 in Philadelphia. 

3 "What did you know about this topic? What did you 

4 learn about this topic?" 

5 MR. SPADE: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

(THE WITNESS:) 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

"I have. 

----- -.- --

ItQ. All right. Let me ask you --

It 

11 

12 itA. I say the reason why I'm hesitant is that I can 

13 make so many distinctions. Your questions are extremely 

14 

15 

broad. 

"Q. 

What do I know about it? 

All right. Let me ask you some specific 

16 questions. 

17 

18 

19 

"A. 

"Q. 

"You have some knowledge of this topic, correct? 

Yes. Yes. 

Okay. Is your knowledge based on meetings that 

20 you had at the now called the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

21 Bishops, previously called the NCCB, which was the 

22 National Conference of Catholic Bishops? Is your 

23 knowledge -- was it gleaned from those meetings? 

24 

25 

"A. 

ItQ. 

Mostly from them. 

Okay. Did you sit on any special committees on 
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2 this dilemma on those committees? 

3 "A. Specific fo r the - -

4 "Q. On those 

5 "A. Specific of this issue? 

"Q. Yes. .... ' . , 0' 
f 

6 

7 "A. No. 

8 "Q. Did you have discussions wit:h other bishops during 

9 your time as an auxiliary bishop, then Bishop in 

10 Pittsburgh and now Archbishop of Philadelphia, about 

11 this 

12 "A. Could you repeat that, please. 

13 "Q. Did you have any discussions with other bishops? 

14 "A. Yes. 

15 "Q. Okay. Did you attend through the years -- and now 

16 I'm talking about your full career at this point, not just 

17 directly. 

18 "Did you attend any workshops on clergy abuse of 

19 minors? 

20 "A. There were several workshops that were sponsored 

21 by the Conference of Bishops. I did. 

22 "Q. Okay. Do you recall when they were? 

23 "A. The last one was -- had to be a good six, seven 

24 years ago. 

25 "Q. And how about seminars here in Philadelphia or in 
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2 Pittsburgh on this? 

3 "A. No. 

4 "Q. It's always associated through the USCCB? 

5 "A. Yes. 

6 "Q. Have you read anything in the news media about 

7 this? In other words, there's been large articles written 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

in the news media, in the New York Times, the Boston 

Globe. I don't think there's anything in the Philadelphia 

papers about this, but in those two publications, there's 

been a lot of articles written. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Have you conferred with those? 

Forgive me. What kind of articles? 

On clergy abuse of minors? 

(No response.) 

Clergy sexual abuse of minors? 

Well, I read the New York Times and also the local 

18 paper. 

19 "Q. Okay. When the New York Times prints a news story 

20 about this topic, do you read it? 

21 

22 

"A. 

"Q. 

Well, frequently I do. 

Okay. And how about the Boston Globe? They've 

23 been following this topic since early 2002. 

24 "Have you read the Boston Globe? 

25 "A. I've never read the Boston Globe. 
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Not one article at all? 

Not even one. 

4 "Q. And how about the television p~ograms? They've 

5 had some television news programs on this topic. 

38 

6 "A. [f it was a news item, at times I would. I don't 

7 watch television that much, but sometimes I would. 

8 "Q. Okay. There's also over the years been several 

9 books written on this subject. 

10 "Have you read any of them? 

11 

12 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

Have you read any reviews of a book called the 

13 Slayer of the Soul by Father Stephen Rossetti? 

14 

15 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

How about have you read any reviews, or do you 

16 know anything -- have you ever heard anyone speak about 

17 these other books? 

18 

19 

"A. 

"Q. 

I've read none. 

Okay. Pedophiles and Priests: Anatomy of a 

20 Contemporary Crisis by Philip Jenkins, who is a professor 

21 at Penn State University, do you know of him? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I know of him, yes, but I did not read his book. 

Okay. How do you know of him? 

Well, through publicity, and also, he was on our 

commission. He was a member of the commission, what we 
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2 call the Alvare Commission. 

3 "Q. And one of the initial books on this, books in the 

4 last fifteen years -- strike that -- the last eighteen 

5 years, was a book entitled 'Lead Us Not Into Temptation: 

6 Catholic Priests and the Sexual Abuse of Children' by 

7 Jason Berry. 

8 "Are you aware of that book? 

9 

10 

itA. 

"Q. 

No. 

And another book by A.W. Richard Sipe, called 

11 'Sex, Priests, and Power: Anatomy of a Crisis,' that was 

12 published in 1995, are you familiar with that book? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. No. 

ItQ. Are you familiar with any of the writings of 

Richard Sipe? 

"A. No. 

ItQ. And the most recent book -- well, not the most 

18 recent book. Strike that. 

19 "A book that came out the last year, called 

20 'Betrayal: The Crisis in the Catholic Church,' by the 

21 investigative staff of the Boston Globe, Ben Bradlee Jr., 

22 are you familiar with that book at all? 

23 "A. No. 

24 

25 

"Q. Have you read reviews or have you talked to 

anybody about these books? 
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No. 

40 

Okay. When you -- let me ask you about experts. 

"Have you contacted, had any contact with experts 

that have worked in this field? In other words, 

6 specifically, did you meet personally with any experts in 

7 the psychiatric field that worked or treated victims of 

8 sexual abuse of minors or adult survivors to learn about 

9 this problem? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Did I meet with them? 

Ves. 

I did not. 

Okay. Did you know of anybody on your staff, 

14 Monsignor Lynn or Monsignor Cistone or Bishop Cullen? 

15 "A. 

16 lawyer. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. 

I'm not sure, but I'd like to discuss this with my 

Okay. Go ahead." 

MR. SPADE: 

(THE WITNESS:) "Could I ask for 

clarification." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Sure." 

(THE WITNESS:) "I didn't hear 

perhaps I didn't understand. You said did I meet 

with victims?" 
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(MR. GALLAGHER: ) "Yes." 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

(THE WITNESS:) "No. I thought it was 

just experts. " 

(MR. GALLAGHER: ) "No. No. That's my 

next question. " 

(THE WITNESS:) "Oh." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "You're anticipating 

things." 

10 MR. GALLAGHER: We're trying to give 

11 you all the details. 

12 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:): 

13 "Q. I want to know if you met with any experts, 

14 psychiatrists, psychologists, in the field that worked or 

15 treated victims?" 

16 

17 (THE WITNESS:) "I can say that I met 

18 them, but I did not discus~much with them. 

19 "Those that were on that commission, 

20 there were several experts when I established the 

21 commission, I met with all of them first to thank 

22 them for participating and all, but it wasn't any 

23 kind of discussion really that I recalled." 

24 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

25 "Q. Have you read anything from any source on this 
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2 issue of clergy abuse, sexual abuse of minors? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

"A. There are -- yes. ! -- you know, ecclesiastical 

magazines. There have been a number of articles from so 

many different viewpoints, you know, from different 

angles. I read them, but I didn't read any of the ones 

that you mentioned. 

"Q. There's a magazine called 'America, The Catholic 

9 Weekly,' and they ran a series of articles last May and 

10 June. Did you read those? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

!lA. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I did not. 

What magazines or periodicals did you read? 

Well, I read the Homiletic and Pastoral Review. 

Excuse me? 

Homiletic and Pastoral Review. 

Who's that published by? 

I think it's our Sunday Visitor. It's a 

newspaper, 

newspaper, 

and the Sunday Visitor also is a weekly 

and they would have articles. The Catholic 

20 Register is another newspaper, Catholic newspaper, and 

21 they would have articles, and I would read those. 

22 "Q. Okay. Have you directed any of your staff, that's 

23 Monsignor Cistone or Monsignor Lynn, to keep track and 

24 abreast of these items like I've mentioned? 

25 "Have you directed them to read any of these books? 
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"A. No. No. 

t 

2 

3 ItQ. Have they indicated to you that they've read any 

4 of these books? 

itA. No. 5 

6 "Q. Have you met with victims of sexual abuse, either 

7 the children and the parents, or have you met with any 

8 adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse at the hands of 

9 clergy? 

10 itA. Yes. 

11 tlQ. Where and when did that happen? 

12 "A. It happened during the past year, and it would 

13 occur at the rectory at the Cathedral, my Cathedral. 

14 ItQ. And how many people did you meet with? 

15 itA. I guess -- I can just approximate. I think about 

16 seven or eight. 

17 "Q. Prior to that, you never met with any victims of 

18 clergy abuse, sexual abuse 0 

19 

20 

"A. In a general way. I met at the time of the 

meeting of the bishops in Dallas in 2002. There was 

21 they asked for some of us to meet with the victims, and I 

22 went, and there was something like about -- must have been 

23 about three cardinals were there, several bishops, and 

24 there were about twenty to twenty-five, in that area, of 

25 victims. 
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How long did that last? 

That lasted a couple of hours. 

44 

t 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

"Q. Okay. So there was approximately thirty people in 

the room discussing this topic; is that correct? 

"A. Yes. 

"Q. Did you seek out and discuss information about 

8 sexual predators from anyone in law enforcement? 

9 

10 

11 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

No. 

When did you first learn about pedophilia? 

I first learned about it in the Conference of 

12 Bishops when we had some of the workshops and we had 

13 doctors there, and they defined the terms. 

14 "I never heard the terms before, to be honest with 

15 you, but they explained the terms and the distinctions 

16 between the two. 

17 "Q. When was that? 

18 "A. I'd say the last one -- was several t meso 

19 Around -- probably one of the first ones was around 19 

20 I think around 1987, ' 88. Then there was one a few years 

21 later, about '92, '93. 

22 "Q. Did you learn anything about treatment of 

23 pedophilia? 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

From the medical point of view? 

Yes. 
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2 "1\. Well, [ presume. I don't remember any specifics 

J of that. ['m sure they talked about it, but. 

4 "Q. Did you ever learn about the average number of 

5 victims that a pedophile has? 

6 "A. No. 

7 "Q. Did you read or study any psychiatric or 

8 psychology books on paraphilias or specifically of 

9 pedophilia? 

10 "A. Psychology books? No. 

11 "Q. And the only experience that you had in this area 

12 as the auxiliary bishop and chancellor in Brooklyn in '80 

13 to '83 and Pittsburgh were two cases in Brooklyn and how 

14 many cases in Pittsburgh? 

15 "A. I don't -- see, I must clarify. I don't know if 

16 there was sexual abuse in Brooklyn, but I remember two 

17 that came to me, and it's only afterwards that I --

18 looking back, that they may have been sexual abuse. 

19 "Q. Okay. When you say you don't know if there was 

20 any in Brooklyn, you mean you don't know if you worked on 

21 any in Brooklyn; is that correct? 

22 

23 

24 

"A. 

"Q. 

Oh, I did not work on any specifically. 

"Because -- I mean, do I have to describe the case? 

No. I don't want you to describe the case. I 

25 just want to know -- my topic in this line of questioning, 
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2 Cardinal, and if I'm not making myself clear, is to 

3 understand the depth and the breadth of your knowledge and 

4 experience in dealing with these cases. 

5 itA. I'd say the ones in Brooklyn I didn't even connect 

6 it with it, with sexual abuse of a minor. Strictly 

7 speaking, I didn't. 

8 "In Pittsburgh, there were just a few cases that 

9 were brought to my attention by I presume at the time the 

10 Secretary of the Clergy equivalent, and they were sexual 

11 abuse of minors, but they --

12 

13 

"Q. 

"A. 

You're talking about Pittsburgh now? 

Pittsburgh, yes. And it was just described to me 

14 what occurred, but didn't go in depth about it. 

15 

16 

"Q. 

"A. 

Did you make any decisions in those cases? 

I followed the recommendation of the Secretary of 

17 the Clergy, but I remember, you know, that I followed his 

18 recommendation. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. And was his recommendation to put the particular 

priest back into parish work? 

"A. No. No. My -- I know one thing was that he was 

sent away for psychiatric evaluation, and then after that, 

I do not recall, you know, what the recommendation -- we 

generally follow the recommendations of the medical 

experts. 
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Okay. 
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1 

2 

3 "A. Out I'd say I just have a vague recollection that 

4 we did not put them back into any environment involving 

5 

6 

children. 

"Q. Okay. Was law enforcement informed about these 

7 cases? 

8 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

(No response.) 

In Pittsburgh I'm talking about? 

In an official manner, I don't -- I -- I can't 

11 recall that. 

12 flQ. Okay. I think at this point now we've been here 

13 an hour. I'm going to take a break. 

14 "A. Okay." 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

MR. SPADE: 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

MR. SPADE: 

MR. GALLAGHER: IIIIIIJ 

23 nQ. Cardinal, just to go back a little bit to what we 

24 were discussing, you indicated that you met with some 

25 victims here in Philadelphia and some in Dallas at the 
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2 tust year's USCCB meeting; is that correct? 

"A. That is correct. 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"Q. Prior to those meetings, you've never met with any 

victims of clergy abuse of minors; is that correct? 

"A. That is correct. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Okay. Did you have a policy? 

That is correct. 

Did you have a policy of not meeting with the 

10 victims prior to 2002?" 

11 MR. SPADE: 

12 

13 

14 

(THE WITNESS:) "As a general 

generally, I did not meet with them." 

15 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

16 

17 

!lQ. 

"A. 

'y/e 11, my ques't i on !" 

I don't recall. I may have met with one, but I'm 

18 not sure. 

19 

20 

21 

"Q. 

"A. 

!lQ. 

Okay. But did you have a policy? 

No. 

Did you pronounce to your V~car Geheral as well as 

22 to the Secretary of the Clergy that you would not, you 

23 personally would not, meet with victims?" 

24 MR. SPADE: 

25 
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2 ('r HEW I 'r N E S S : ) "Yes. It's hard to say 

3 it was a policy, but I generally did not meet with 

4 them, and [ asked my advisors and my counselor 

5 about it, you know, as far as meeting victims, and 

6 it was recommended that I do not." 

7 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

8 "Q. You had someone advise you not to do that?" 

9 MR. SPADE: 

10 

11 (THE WITNESS:) "Yes." 
" 

12 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 
" 

13 "Q. Who was that? 

14 "A. Generally, my Vicar -- my Secretary for the Clergy 

15 and my Diocesan Legal Counselor. 

16 "Q. Okay. 

17 "A. But it was not an absolute. In other words, if 

18 there was a reason to meet. wTtfi u them, uI would- -trave'. 

19 "Q. Okay. But you did not. You only remember meeting 

20 with one prior to 20021 

21 "A. I think there was just one, yes. 

22 "Q. We previously discussed your sources of knowledge 

23 for this subject, and you've indicated it's basically 

24 discussions with other bishops at the meetings of- the 

25 USCCB, ~ut you ,haven't done any independent research .. .. 



) f) 
50 

1 'rEST[MONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 yourself; is that correct? 

3 "A. Just reading various articles, which also -- I 

4 neglected that when we went to these workshops of the 

5 bishops, they would give us written information, binders. 

6 "Q. Okay. 

7 itA. And there was -- there was a great deal of 

8 information in those. 

9 "Q. Okay. Outside of reading those things and all 

10 
; 

those, 'you didn't do any of those other things I 

11 indicated? 

12 "A. No, I did not. 

13 "Q. Why didn't you do that? 

14 "A. I didn't think it was necessary. 

15 "Q. Now, I want to talk to you about your arrival here 

16 in Philadelphia and the issue and the scope of clergy 

17 sexual abuse of minors. 

18 "What steps did you take to become familiar with 

19 the scope of the problem in Philadelphia when you arrived 

20 and took over the Diocese from Cardinal Krol in 19881 

21 "A. At the beginning, I had to get used to a lot of 

22 things, as you can imagine, as Archbishop, and I 

23 received -- I waited for about six or seven months to 

24 learn about the Archdiocese; and then I needed to look for 

25 someone to be my Vicar for Administration, and when I 
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2 found him in Monsignor Cullen, we established this new 

3 structure. 

4 "And then it was about that time that I began to 

5 probe into this particular issue and ask what is the 

6 situation here, because there was no -- nothing was ever 

7 brought to my attention in the first, six, seven months, 

8 that there was any kind of allegation. So I wanted to 

9 know what -- you know, what was the situation here. 

10 "I don't remember all the details of that, and 

11 that's when I established the Secretary for the Clergy and 

12 delegated him to handle any cases that would come. That's 

13 how it began. 

14 "Q. Okay. But Quring that seven-month period, who 

15 continued to handle if cases came in? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Until then, it was the Chancellor. 

"Monsignor Shoemaker. 

And did he report to you? 

Yes, but I don't -- I don't recall any cases 

20 reported to me. 

21 "Q. And did you meet with Cardinal Krol and Archbishop 

22 Lohmueller and Monsignor Shoemaker and assistants 

23 concerning the scope of the cases that were present at 

24 that time? 

25 "A. No, I did not. 
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2 "Q. Why didn't you meet with them? 

3 "A. I felt that if it was something very serious at 

4 that time, you know, allegation or anything, they would 

5 have brought it to my attention, but I had -- I was coping 

6 with so many issues in the first, six, seven months, that 

7 the fact that they didn't mention anything to me meant 

8 that it was -- you know, there was nothing critical at the 

9 time. 

10 "Q. Okay.o How abou t Cardinal Krol? Did you have any 

11 discussions with him about this? 

12 "A. Cardinal Krol? 

13 "Q. Cardinal Krol. Correct. 

14 "A. No. No. 

15 "Q. How about at the meetings of the United States 

16 Conference of Bishops when it came up? Do you recall any 

17 conversations with Cardinal Krol about this when you were 

- -- - -~ --"" - - -" - ---" 

18 in Pittsburgh and he was here in Philadelphia? 

19 "A. No. 

20 "Q. Okay. Now, specifically, did you review the 

21 secret archives files of all the priests who had 

22 previously been accused of sexual abuse of minors as well 

23 as their current status in the Archdiocese when you took 

24 over in 19881 

25 "A. I did not. 
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Why did you not do that? 

3 "A. Because I felt it was adequately handled by the 

4 Secretary for the Clergy that I had appointed. 

53 

5 "Q. Okay. And how did you know that it was adequately 

6 handled by him? 

7 "A. I presumed because I picked someone at the time 

8 that was, you know, a very competent person. 

9 "Q. Okay? 

10 "A. That was his responsibility. 

11 "Q. Did you review the personnel files of those 

12 priests who also had secret archive files? 

13 

14 

15 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I did not. 

Okay. And why didn't you do that? 

Because I relied on my Secretary of the Clergy's 

16 recommendations if anything was necessary to be done. 

17 "And if he felt that I had to be told, he would 

me. 

19 "Q. Do you remember him bringing any particular files, 

20 secret archive files or personnel files to your attention 

21 at that time? 

22 

23 

"A. 

"Q. 

I don't recall that. No. I don't recall that. 

When you took over, did you ascertain what priests 

24 had current allegations lodged against them? 

25 "A. I did not. 
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Okay. And why didn't you do that? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

"A. Decause I relied that it was being handled by the 

secretary for the Clergy. 

"Q. And how did you know that he was competently 

handling it? 

"A. 'rhe fact that he didn't tell me anything meant 

that he was . . you know, there wasn't anything critical 

9 at the time, and I knew that the Secretary for the Clergy, 

10 if it was something critical, would have told me and also 

11 that he would have always sought advice from legal counsel 

12 if there's something critical. 

13 "Q. Okay. Let's talk about the time period from 1989 

14 through 1993. The Secretary for the Clergy at that time 

15 was John Jagodzinski; is that correct? 

16 "A. Correct. 

17 "Q. And that's the person that you relied upon --

18 "A. Yes. 

19 "Q. -- during that time period when you were taking 

20 over the reign of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia --

21 riA. Yes. 

22 rlQ. -- to handle all these matters? 

23 riA. Yes. 

24 rlQ. And if he had files or secret archive files that 

25 needed your attention, he would bring them to your 
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2 attention? 

3 

4 

"A. Generally. 

"Q. Okay. And did that practice continue from '89 

5 through '93? 

"A. Yes. 
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6 

7 "Q. And from '93 until today, it's Monsignor Lynn; is 

8 that correct? 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

So I'm correct to say that you did not read the 

11 files of problem priests who have been accused of sexual 

12 abuse of minors when you took over in 1988? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

You didn't read any of the files? 

That is correct. 

Did you ever ask to personally review memos on the 

17 priests who had allegations in the past during the 

18 administration of Ca 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

I don't recall it, asking anyone to do that. 

Okay. So there could have been priests at that 

21 time when you took over who had allegations who could have 

22 still been abusing children; is that correct? 

23 

24 

25 

"A. I think that's " 

MR. SPADE: 
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2 (THE WITNESS:) "I'd like to discuss 

3 this with my legal counsel." 

4 MR. SPADE: 

5 

6 (THE WITNESS:) "May I ask you to 

7 repeat the question again." 

8 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

9 "Q. The question was: You relied upon Monsignor 

10 Jagodzinski -- strike that: 

11 "You relied upon Monsignor Shoemaker, Monsignor 

12 Jagodzinski at that time period, I'm talking about the 

13 transition period when you first came to the Archdiocese, 

14 to handle these cases; and my question is: Do you know, 

15 because you didn't look into it, but do you know if there 

16 were any priests at that time who had previously been 

17 accused of abusing children, did you know they were still 

18 operating in the Archdiocese? 

19 "A. It would I don't recall being told that. It's 

20 very hard to answer the question. I can't answer that. 

21 can't make a judgment on that. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. Recently you appeared on Lynn Doyle in June of 

2002 and discussed this topic. 

appearance, Cardinal? 

"A. Very general, yes. 

Do you remember that 
! 

I 
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2 II Q • And at that time, you assured her and the viewing 

3 public and the members of the Catholic Church here in 

4 Philadelphia that as best as you could tell, there was no 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

one present-ly in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia that was J-j-

sexually abusing children. 

"Do you remember saying that? 

"A. Yes. After 2002. 

"Q. Yes. Okay. When you took over in 1988, in 1989, 

10 would you have been able to make that same proclamation to 

11 the people of Philadelphia? 

12 "A. I don't know whether anyone -- that anyone's 

13 actually abusing, but -- or had been. No one brought it 

14 to my attention at the beginning. 

15 "Q. So since you didn't look at any files back in 

16 '88 

"A. No. 

18 "Q. -- of previous priests 

19 "A. That's right. 

20 "Q. -- you didn't take any notations or open any files 

21 or anything in that regard? 

22 "A. I did not. 

23 "Q. Do you recall meeting with anyone who had been 

24 directed to investigate these allegations of sexual abuse 

25 of minors? 
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8 

9 
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When I first took: over?" 

MR. SPADE: 

(THE WITNESS:) "There's -- the only 

thing I can say that I recall, and that was I 

directed that at that time, and it must have been 

about '89, that we have to be very careful about 

any such cases, and that I wanted them, you k:now, 

10 to be responsible for them, but I can't recall any 

11 other." 

12 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

13 "Q. Do you recall in those early stages of taking over 

14 the Archdiocese whether you directly met with any priest 

15 who had been accused of sexual abuse of minors? 

16 "A. I may have met with them, did not know that they 

17 were being accused at the time. 

18 "Q. Okay. Did you meet with them because of the fact 

19 that they had been accused? 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

Were meetings going on with priests that had been 

22 accused at that time? 

23 

24 

"A. Between my -- I entrusted everything to my 

secretary for the Clergy. I don't know whether they were 

25 meeting with them. 
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2 "Q. Without telling me specifically any information 

3 that you gleaned from this meeting, I want to know whether 

4 or not when you first toak over in 1988, did you discuss 

5 any of the pending cases or the current cases and the past 

6 cases with the attorneys for the Archdiocese?" 

7 MR. SPADE: 

9 (THE WITNESS:) "I would like to 

10 discuss this at recess with my attorney." 

11 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

12 "Q. NOw, when you took over in 1988, did you review 

13 the assignment of every priest who had ever had 

14 allegations against him in the Archdiocese of 

15 Philadelphia? 

16 "A. I don't recall that. 

17 "Q. Cardinal, could you speak up a little bit. 

18 "A. Excuse me. I'm sorry. 

19 "Q. You don't recall? 

20 "A. I said I don't recall that. 

21 "Q. Okay. So you could have reviewed the assignment; 

22 you just don't remember?" 

23 MR. SPADE: 

24 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

25 "Q. And I'm talking about the assignment of priests 
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2 who had previously been accused of sexual abuse of minors? 

3 "A. At the beginning, I . ['d have to be -- say it 

4 would lean more I never did, but r don't recall any. 

5 "Q. All right. NOw, I'd like you to explain to the 

6 grand jurors what is the process for reviewing allegations 

7 of sexual abuse of minors by p~iests that this Archdiocese 

8 has followed in'the fifteen years since you've taken over 

9 as Archbishop. 

10 itA. I know from the time that I reorganized the 

11 administrative process, that it would have been -- when I 

12 finally established it under Monsignor Jagodzinski, pretty 

13 much that's what my recollection is. 

14 "We followed this process, continued until we made 

15 it a written policy a few years later, that when an 

16 allegation is made, comes in -- and I hope I remember all 

17 the steps. 

18 "When an allegation comes in, my delegate, the 

19 Secretary of the Clergy, would immediately interview the 

20 accuser and establishing whether or not it was a credible 

21 allegation, and as soon as he felt it was a credible 

22 allegation and then generally offer to try to help the 

23 person himself or herself. 

24 "The accused, that is the priest accused, would 

25 then be called in immediately many times -- when I say 
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2 mnny times, several times. We had these cases. It could 

3 be the same day. It never, that I recall, went beyond 

4 twenty-four to forty-eight hours, depending on whose 

5 available. So it was quite promptly after the accusation 

6 was made. 

7 "If the priest admitted it, he would be sent for 

8 psychological evaluation but would be removed from his 

9 assignment. If the priest denied it, generally he would 

10 also be asked to undergo an evaluation and -- but he would 

11 be told that this process of seeking psychological 

12 examination and perhaps even temporarily being removed 

13 from his assignment was not an indication of guilt or 

14 innocence if he had denied it. 

15 "Depending on the evaluation of the medical experts 

16 who we would follow through, following their 

=~=~ __ ~l=,7~ __ =_ ==~r~e~c~o~m~m~_ e,,: __ ~n~d~a~t~i,,::o~n~, ~h~e~m~i~g~h::t_~b~e==:s~e:n t for f u rt her t rea tm e nt, 

18 either in-house resident treatment or outpatient. We 

19 would then await, and we would also try to inform the 

20 accuser of what occurred. 

21 "Depending on the recommendation of the medical 

22 expert, we would determine whether or not such a person 

23 would be given a further assignment. 

24 "If there was admission or further evidence, 

25 sufficient evidence that he was guilty, at that time the 
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2 medical experts might make a recommendation as far as for 

3 the ministry. But my recollection is from pretty much 

4 from the very beginning, that person -- if it was a 

5 recommendation that this person, they might say, was 

6 capable of returning to ministry, let's say, if that was a 

7 recommendation, that that person would not be given an 

8 assignment involving any kind of contact with children, 

9 what we would call restricted ministry. 

10 "Whenever an accusation was made, another step that 

11 was a regular practice, immediately the Secretary for the 

12 Clergy would be in contact with our diocesan lawyers 

13 regarding, you know, what civil obligations are required. 

14 It could be about reporting and so on and how to act. 

15 "The recommendations sometimes of the medical 

16 experts might be that this person should be under 

17 supervision even though under restricted ministry, and we 

18 would follow·as much as we could the supervision aspects. 
, 

19 of the directives of the medical experts. 

20 "The accuser would be informed of what we have 

21 done, and that is pretty much the general outline of the 

22 process. 

23 "Q. All right. I'd like to direct you back to the 

24 first step in the process where you said that there would 

25 be a determination of whether or not there was a credible 
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2 allogati.on. 

) "What factors or what standards did you put in 

4 place to make that determination? 

itA. I don't think we set down any criteria. It was 5 

6 the Secretary of the Clergy would sense it. Most of the 

7 time we'd always try to follow as much as possible any 

8 allegation. 

9 

10 

"When I talk credible, it would be one that's 

not -- at least not frivolous. There are some -- certain 

11 instances at times when it's a very frivolous accusation. 

12 "Even then I recall that in one instance, that's 

13 the only thing, one instance I remember, was so frivolous 

14 that we still investigated, though. 

15 ttQ. Okay. Did you sit down with your Vicar General 

16 and the Secretary of the Clergy and instruct them as to 

17 how you wanted them to investigate these allegations? 

18 "A. No. I left it up to theirknowl-edge.--

19 "Q. Okay. And leaving it up to their knowledge, what 

20 did you know about their knowledge as far as how to do 

21 this? 

22 "A. I relied on their.-- I relied on them as far as 

23 their intelligence and their knowledge of canon law, 

24 because we have our own investigative process, even in our 

25 own canon law, and that they would follow -- they would 
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2 follow that procedure, which was a very adequate 

3 procedure. 

4 "Q. Okay. What was it? 

5 "A. (No response.) 

6 "Q. What was that procedure that they would follow? 

7 "A. Well, I mean, they borrow from that, that you 

8 would listen to your accuser and ask if there were any 

9 you know, what evidence you have. They could be asked 

10 witnesses, any kind of information that would corroborate 

11 their story. 

12 "Q. NOw, is this process dictated by canon law? 

13 "A. There is a process in canon law for 

14 investigations. Yes. 

15 "Q. Okay. Explain that to the grand jurors? 

16 "A. In a Code of Canon Law, whenever someone's accused 

17 of something that in the church is considered a crime, and 

18 this would be one ofth~em,tnere1s~a.prgl~illfmr1i"'1n'na!'F1"'r~yr~~~~~~= 

19 investigation made, and they use all the normal means, 

20 witnesses, written material, whatever; and you would --

21 based on that, and you'd see is this a reason, is this a 

22 credible one, meaning that very obviously the person is 

23 not unreasonable in the accusation. 

24 "By that I mean, there are extreme cases where you 

25 can tell. I mean, not that it happened to me, but I 
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2 remember -- use an example of one of the bishops in the 

3 conference saying that there was a person in his diocese, 

4 as soon as somebody's name appeared in the paper, 

5 immediately called up and say that person abused her. I 

6 mean, it would be dozens and dozens, but that would be 

7 considered a frivolous one. 

8 "But we generally gave credence to allegations. I 

9 do not know of any that was not given some kind of 

10 acceptance in a sense of considered something we should 

11 investigate. 

12 "Canon law also says you must ask -- call in the 

13 accused and listen to his story and use the normal means 

14 of -- you know, of follow up on what he says as far as 

15 investigation. 

16 "Q. Did Monsignor Shoemaker, Monsignor Jagodzinski and 

17 then Monsignor Lynn, did they have any training on how to 

18 investigate the 

19 "A. Except their knowledge of canon law -- I'm not 

20 talking about formal training. I'm not aware of any. 

21 "Q. Now, you said that the most immediate call after 

22 you got an allegation was to the lawyers for the 

23 Archdiocese; is that correct? 

24 "A. As a general rule. 

25 "Q. Okay. 
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2 "A. The Secretary of the Clergy was to be in contact 

3 with the lawyers. 

4 "As far as guidance on -- you know, on reporting it 

5 to the civil authorities and perhaps some other issues. t 

6 don't know any in specific, but they would be in contact 

7 with our lawyers. 

8 "Q. Okay. So the law enforcement wasn't called in? 

9 itA. Excuse me? 

10 ItQ. Law enforcement was not called when you had a 

11 determination there was a credible allegation? 

12 "A. Not that I recall. 

13 "Q. Okay. Why weren't they called? 

14 

15 

16 (THE WITNESS:) "They would talk to our 

17 lawyers. They would talk to our lawyers. The fact 

······Ta 

19 ~t to the police, then they were not. 

20 But I did forget, in the process, that the victim 

21 was always told that they have a right to report it 

22 to the police, and there were times I I even 

23 think they were encouraged to do it." 

24 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

25 "Q. Okay. Now, you've told me that law enforcement 
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2 was not called because you checked with your lawyer or you 

3 talked about it with the victim and sometimes you would 

4 encouraqe them to contact law enforcement; is that 

5 correct? 

6 "A. I think that that's -- at times that would happen, 

7 yes. 

8 "Q. My question, Cardinal, is: Why did not the person 

9 who this was reported to and why did you not direct that 

10 person to report it to law enforcement themselves?" 

11 MR. SPADE: 

12 ~. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

... lc8u 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(THE WITNESS:) "One of -- from the 

we very beginni~g It -- we're always conscious that 

had to conform to the law of the state, and that's 

what we did. 

"We did it exactly what the law of the 

would say, we always told the victims you, are free 

to do it, but at that time, as I recall, can 

I '. " 

MR. SPADE: 

(THE WITNESS:) "It was our standard 

policy that we always conform with what the law 
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2 ~nquL~ed, and that's it. I mean, when the law 

3 ~QquL~ed it, then we dld It." 

4 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

5 "Q. So the only time that -- and I'm talking about the 

6 ea~ly stages when you took over in '88 through '89 up 

7 through '93, when Lynn took over. 

8 "'rhe only time that you would report this to law 

9 enforcement or direct it to be reported to law enforcement 

10 is if the law required it; is that correct? 

11 "A. That's pretty much the situation. Yes. 

12 "Q. Well, the law at that time did not necessarily 

13 require it, but my question to you is: Why did you not 

14 report it to law enforcement? 

15 "You said it was a crime under canon law. You 

16 know the criminal law because you studied it. Why didn't 

17 you direct the people that were in charge to report these 

. · .. ···18 

19 itA. We always wanted to conform to what the law 

20 required. 

21 "Q. You wanted to conform to what the law required. 

22 "My question is: You kne~ it was a crime. The 

23 people that were working on this knew it was a crime. As 

24 a citizen of this city and county, why did not they report 

25 that crime to law enforcement? 
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2 

J 

4 

5 

(THE WITNESS:) "I have to repeat that 

the victims always were free to report it." 

6 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"Q. Excuse me, Cardinal. I'm not talking about the 

victims. I'm talking about you and the men that worked 

for you that this report came into about a crime. 

"I'm not talking about the victims. 

about not what was required of you? 

itA. I understand. 

I'm talking 

"Q. But what as a normal person walking out in the 

14 street would report a grievous offense like this, why 

15 didn't you do it? 

16 "A. Because the Secretary 0 f the Cl ergy was adv ised by 

17 our le al counsel that they did not have to do it. 

18 "Q. Okay. As a human being, regardless of who they 

19 were, Secretary of the Clergy, regardless of who they 

20 were, advised by an attorney, as a human being, if they 

21 knew a crime was committed, why didn't they report it to 

22 law enforcement?" 

23 MR. SPADE: 

24 

25 (THE WITNESS:) "I have to repeat that 
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2 at the time, ~e felt ~hat w&were doing what we 

3 were suppos~p to do, and that's conform to the 

4 law." 

5 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

6 ItQ. Okay. Let me ask you in another way, Cardinal. I 

7 hate to belabor this issue, but it's a very important 

8 issue. Okay. 

9 "What we're talking about here, if it's a credible 

10 allegation and you found it to be a credible allegation, 

11 is what has been termed in some areas as soul murder, 

12 murder of an innocent child's soul, that was brought to 

13 the attention of the people that worked for you and to 

14 you. 

15 "If a murder, a physical murder where we had a body 

16 and corpus and they had some evidence of that, wouldn't 

17 you expect that you and the people that work for you would 

18 report this to law enforcement?" 

19 MR. SPADE: 

20 

21 (THE WITNESS:) "In this area, I think 

22 I'd like to discuss this at recess with my lawyer." 

23 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) .. 
24 "Q. 

~'", :, . 

tou relied upon -- he's now Monsignor Jagodzinski. 

25 He's the pastor at Saint Katharine of Siena, correct, 
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2 Cardlnal? 

"A. Correct. 3 

4 "Q. And MonsIgnor Lynn, he's still Secretary for the 

5 Clergy? 

6 

7 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

They're the two main guys that you relied upon to 

8 look into these clergy abuse sexual abuse of minors, 

9 correct? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

Basically for the last fifteen years? 

Yes. 

They're like the go-to guy, correct? 

Yes. 

And you relied upon their setting the standards 

16 and the factors to rely upon in determining whether or not 

18 

19 

itA. 

"Q. 

edible aIle ations --

That's correct. 

-- correct? 

20~'And you i,ndicated that you relied upon them to 

21 find these credible allegations, relying upon their 

22 knowledge of what they'd have to look at as far as canon 

23 law is concerned 

24 

25 

itA. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

-- correct? 
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"Do either of these men have a degree in canon law? 

"A. No. 

ItQ. Well, where did they get their experience as far 

as determining credible allegations and rely upon canon 

law? 

"A. First of all, they learned canon law in the 

seminary. They did not get a degree in it, but they were 

taught canon law, and I presume -- I have to say 

presumption, that when they were involved in this, they 

may have studied more particularly this area of the law of 

12 the Church. Other than that, I -- I cannot add. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

You taught canon law yourself -

I did. 

-- is that correct? 

"Did you ever have conversations with them that 

17 indicated that you were sufficiently satisfied that they 

18 knew what they were doing as far as determining credible 

19 allegations? 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

Not specifically on that, but I trusted them. 

Okay. NOW, after they made these investigations 

22 and they came up with credible allegations, would they 

23 bring them to your attention? 

24 

25 

"A. They would indicate -- they didn't indicate. They 

did not report to me every step of the way. But they 
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2 would generally inform me what the result was, whether the 

J priest admitted it, or what was the next step, that he did 

4 not admit It, and they were going to send him for a 

5 medical evaluation and that he was going to have to stay 

6 in the psychological facility for a period of time. 

7 "Q. But in a particular case when allegations come in 

8 and they did their investigation and they determined it 

9 was a credible allegation and then they went and they 

10 talked with the priest and they got a response from him 

11 and then a decision had to be made as to whether or not to 

12 remove someone from a parish or an assignment --

13 

14 

15 

16 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

-- they would bring that -

Generally they would bring it to me. 

Okay. And who would make the decision as to 

17 whether or not someone would be sent for a medical 

18 evaluation? 

19 "A. It's not a decision, because you cannot force 

20 someone to undergo psychiatric treatment. 

21 "Q. Well, then now let me ask you another way. 

22 "Was a decision made by -- excuse me -- by 

23 Monsignor Jagodzinski and Monsignor Lynn that that was the 

24 step that had to be taken in your process? 

25 "A. It would be the recommendation." 



) ) 
74 

1 TEST[MONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARD[NAL BEVILACQUA 

2 MR. SPADE: 

3 

4 MR. GALLAGHER: 

5 -
6 MR. SPADE: I11III 
7 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

8 UQ. Okay. And that recommendation would go to the 

9 priest. 

10 "How many priests --

11 "A. They would recommend it to me. 

12 "Q. Okay. 

13 "A. Generally, and I would concur with their 

14 recommendation. 

15 "Q. And would you direct them then to go to the priest 

16 and recommend to him that he seek medical treatment? 

17 "A. Yes. 

18 "Q. 

19 would have to be referred to medical treatment and who 

20 would not? 

21 "A. The ultimate decision. 

22 "Q. But the decision as to that step of the process 

23 that the person had to go, the priest had to go for 

24 medical treatment, that ultimate decision was made by you? 

25 "A. It's not -- it's not a question that you could 
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force him. i 

"Q. [ understand that, but the decision to make that 

4 recommendation to him, everyone of those was directed by 

5 you; ~s tha t correct? 

6 "A. I think generally they did. It 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-

MR. GALLAGHER: 

MR. SPADE: 

(A luncheon recess was held.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

MR. GALLAGHER: .,_ .. 

GRAND JURY SECRETARY: 

MR. SPADE: 

MR. GALLAGHER: 



) I) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

'l'Es'rIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

5 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

76 

6 ItQ. Okay. Now, when they came to you with a work-up 

7 of a case, that is, the initial allsgation, the initial 

8 invest~gation, the decision and the investigation of from 

9 the pri~$t, what he said, and then the decision to send 

10 the pries~, take him out of the assignment, okay, how was 

11 

12 

13 

that done? Over the phone? In meetings? In writing? 

itA. It would vary, my recolle.ction. Tbat it -- it 

could be over a phone. It could be in the person, that he 

14 wanted to come and see me, that it -- and I don't recall 

15 whether at times it might have been in a memorandum, but I 

16 don't recall. 

17 ItQ. But this has happened several times in the last 

18 fifteen years, correct? 

19 "A. Yes. I don't recall a large number of times. 

20 Several times. 

21 IIQ. Okay. And did you have a standard;practice of how 

22 you would ~o this? 

23 "Would you just sit down with Monsignor Jagodzinski 

24 and Monsignor Lynn and go over their findings, go over 

25 their memos and make .~~,-d·eciS1ion?·f 
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2 
... 

"Was there give and take between you and them as 

, 
3 far as re~chinq that decision~ 

4 "A. It was where -- the process would v.ary, and there 

5 was not a standard process. 

6 "Q. Okay. 

7 "A. It would be a communication of some sort, and if I 

8 wanted to inquire more, I would call him up or I'd say 

9 come up and see me, because all of this was considered 

10 confidential. 

11 1IQ. But 

12 "A. And most of the time that I recall, you know, I 

13 wouldn't ask questions. I would listen to them, and they 

14 would tell me. I'd say: I accept the recommendation. 

15 "Q. Now, when you listened to them, did you take notes 

16 yourself? 

17 "A. I did not. 

18 "Q. Okay. Do you maintain any no ese 

19 allegations yourself? 

20 "A. No. I never did. 

21 "Q. Okay. Where are the notations of your decisions 

22 about this maintained? 

23 "A. It could be verbal. If it was a memorandum, and I 

24 don't recall any, I would just sign my initials. 

25 "Q. Okay. And where would that paperwork go? 
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2 itA. [t would be back to the Secretary for the Clergy. 

3 "Q. And where would he put it? 

4 "A. I presume in the -- you know, with the file on 

5 this particular priest, and that would be considered a 

6 special secret archive file. 

7 "Q. okay. NOw, these notations, when you made these 

8 decisions, and they came in and presented to you, would 

9 you also ask for them to look at the personnel file so you 

10 could see that particular priest's history in the 

11 Archdiocese? 

12 "A. I know I did not. 

13 "Q. Okay. So the only thing you relied upon is the 

14 memos from these --

15 itA. Not necessarily a memo. It could be a personal 

16 meeting. If it was a memo, then I would render my 

17 decision on his recommendation. 

18 "Q. Okay. 

19 you over the phone or in a meeting or in a recommendation, 

20 would you ever send back to them directions to further 

21 investigation or take other steps in an investigation? 

22 !lA. I don't recall any, because I accepted the 

23 recommendation. 

24 "Q. NOw, you have in the Archdiocese, in running this 

25 hierarchy, you have what is called issues meetings; is 
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2 that correct? 

3 "1\. 

4 have. 

5 

6 

"Q. 

"A. 

It's not part of that. It's a practice that I 

Okay. 

It's not required by law, but -- in any way. 

7 just do it for myself personally. 

8 "Q. Okay. And these issues meetings are held how 

often? 

I 

9 

10 

11 

"A. There's no set schedule. 

Administration will let me know. 

My Vicar for 

Sometimes it averages 

12 every couple -- two weeks or so. 

ItQ. Every two weeks? 

79 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. About. About. Sometimes it could go longer than 

that. It could be three weeks. 

"Q. Okay. 

"A. And it would be a variety of issues that he would 

18 just want my other -- him and my other advisors to reflect 

19 on. 

20 "Q. NOW, at these issues meetings, would you ever 

21 discuss allegations of sexual abuse of minors by clergy? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

issue. 

"Q. 

"A. 

No. No. I don't recall ever having that as an 

Never discussed it, that I recall -

No particular case? 

no. 
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Was ever discussed at an issues meeting? 

No. [ can't recall any single one. 

Now, in the Archdiocese, there's a Personnel 

5 Board; is that correct? 

6 "A. Yes. 

"Q. And what is that? 

80 

7 

8 "A. It's a board made up of appointees of myself that 

9 I have appointed, and others are elected by the priests, 

10 about half and half, mostly I think elected by priests. 

11 "Its purpose is to recommend to me assignments of 

12 priests in the Archdiocese. That's its main purpose. And 

13 at times if we want a change in policy on personnel 

14 assignments, I would -- they would be the body that would 

15 handle that, to make recommendations to me. 

16 

17 

"Q. 

"A. 

18 year. 

19 "Q. 

And how often does the Personnel Board meet? 

On average, about -- I think about four times a 

Okay. Do they meet in anticipation of the annual 

20 reassignments that happened in the springtime, late 

21 springtime? 

22 "A. They meet less frequently in the fall and all, but 

23 the last part of the assignment, generally have the last 

24 two meetings generally close together as we approach the 

25 spring assignments. 
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And do you preside over those meetings? 

[ do. 

And at those meetings, priests that have had 

81 

5 previous allegations of sexual abuse of minors and their 

6 assignments, are they discussed? 

7 

8 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

You never discussed that a priest had had a 

9 previous allegation against him --

10 

11 

12 

13 

"A. No. 

"Q. -- at the Personnel Board? 

"A. I don't recall ever discussing that at a Personnel 

Board meeting. Those would be handled separately. 

14 Handled separately. 

15 

16 

"Q. Recently since -- when did you set up and it's 

on the chart there. I don't know if you have it in front 

17 of you. 

18 "You originally set up regiona 

19 correct? 

20 

21 

22 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

That is correct. 

When was that? Do you recall, Cardinal? 

That was pretty much at the beginning, but around 

23 the end of '88, maybe a little longer, because I had an 

24 advisory committee set up on that, so it may have gone 

25 into '89. It may have. 
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But since 1989, you've had regional vicars? 

I do. 

And how often do you meet with them? 

I meet them about four times a year. 

And do you meet them collectively, all the 

82 

7 regions? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. Yes. 

"Q. NOW, at these meetings, do you ever discuss the 

reassignment of priests based on previous sexual 

allegations of abuse of minors? 

"A. I never recalled that being discussed at any of 

those meetings. 

"(Pause. ) 

"Q. When decisions concerning the assignment of 

priests who had allegations filed in the secret archive 

file were being discussed, did you or your staff review 

the contents of the secret archive e as we 

personnel file to assist you in making these decisions of 

assignment? 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Did I do it? 

Yes. 

I did not. 

Okay." 

MR. SPADE: 
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(THE WITNESS:) "Oh, excuse me." 

4 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

5 

6 

7 

"Q. 

"A. 

Dld you or your staff? 

Oh, or your staff. 

"I presume my staff would review the file before 

8 they would make a recommendation. 

83 

9 "Q. Okay. And what I'm talking about here, Cardinal, 

10 is an allegation was made maybe during Cardinal Krol's 

11 reign, and then subsequent to that, there was an 

12 investigation and there was a secret archives file opened 

13 on a particular priest, and he was given a new assignment, 

14 maybe a restricted ministry or full ministry. That's 

15 

16 

happened, correct? 

"A. I don't recall that. 

Ybu don't recall ever assigning someone to a new 

18 assignment who had previous allegations a 

19 " A • No. You said full ministry. 

20 "There's a difference between restricted and full 

21 ministry. 

22 "By restricted ministry -- by full ministry would 

23 be any ministry. It could be ·anything, but including that 

24 in a parish or a facility that has children, I don't 

25 recall that. 
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2 '''Restricted, if someone had a -- if someone was 

3 guilty of sexual abuse of a minor, I don't recall that 

4 they were ever -- when an assignment was to be made under 

5 my tenure, I can't recall any time actually assigning that 

6 person to a parish where children were involved. 

7 "It was restricted, meaning it could be a 

8 chaplaincy in a hospital, depending -- depended a great 

9 deal on the -- you know, the recommendation of the medical 

10 experts. 

11 "In one instance, I recall there was no ministry. 

12 That person was not assigned to any. 

13 "Q. SO you're confident that in the last fifteen 

14 years, there's been no priest who had a previous 

15 allegation of sexual abuse of a minor ever assigned a full 

16 ministry in this Archdiocese." 

-17 MR. SPADE: 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(THE WITNESS:) "That's hard for me to 

answer. I'd like to discuss that with my lawyer." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Okay." 

MR. SPADE: 

The lawyer answers: "Yes." The 

witness answers: "Yes." 
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(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. Wha t' s your answer? 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"A. Forgive me. I have to say I don't recall any, but 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

it's possible. It's possible without my knowledge that 

one or two may have slipped through as far as being 

assigned to a full ministry, but I don't recall any of 

them. 

"Q. SO it could have happened but you just don't know 

about it? 

"A. That's right. Although 

MR. SPADE: 

(THE WITNESS:) 

" 

"It's hard -- I just 

15 don't recall anytime that happening." 

16 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

17 

18 

19 

20 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Would Monsignor Jagodz~nski or Monsignor Lynn know 

I -- you'd have to ask them. I don't. 

As a result of the subpoena that was issued for 

21 the secret archive files, this investigation has been 

22 given a hundred and twenty files, approximately, of 

23 priest~ that have baen accused of sexual abuse of minors. 

24 "Are you aware of that, Cardinal? 

25 itA. I know they were subpoenaed and we cooperated 
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2 fully. 

3 "Q. We got seven boxes, and it breaks down to 

4 approximately a hundred and twenty different priests. 

5 Some are Archdiocesan. The majority of which are 

6 archdiocesan priests, some of which are religious order 

7 priests. 

"Are you aware of that? 

86 

8 

9 "A. May I ask you. You said there were a hundred and 

10 twenty different priests? 

11 

12 

13 

ItQ. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

I did not know there wa~ that number. 

~ell, there were seven boxes, ~nd we've gone 

14 through them, and there's a hundred and twenty different 

15 priests, the majority of which are diocesan priests, some 

16 of which are religious order priests? 

17 

18 

"A. 

"Q. 

This is the first time I heard that number. 

Whend~cisiori5ar-e-madeas-far;a=sanaw_a s s ilE!mti'lll1: 

19 is concerned, is every assignment -- does every assignment 

20 need your approval? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Yes. You're talking about priests now? 

Correct. 

Yes. 

And 

And we're talking diocesan priests? 
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2 Clerqy would have recommended, have in his mind what that 

3 supervision meant, and also it would be in conformity 

4 generally with the recommendations made by the medical 

5 facility. 

6 "They might vary on what kind of supervision he 

7 would need, and I would accept the recommendation of the 

8 Secretary for the Clergy. 

9 flQ. Okay. Were you informed about whether or not they 

10 abided by these restrictions? 

11 flA. Not . . I mean, all I can say is I probably 

12 would have been informed if they found out that they 

13 violated them. So until I was informed of that, it 

14 wasn't -- I was constantly sent reports on it. 

15 "Q. Was anyone directed to monitor these restrictions. 

16 "Did you direct anybody to monitor the restriction 

17 if a restriction was put on a priest? 

18 "A. I presume the one in charge 
, 

19 Secretary of the Clergy would see to that as whether he 

20 was properly monitored. 

21 "Q. I want to ask you a series of questions about 

22 various actions in following through and implementing this 

23 topic that we're talking about, and that is the policy and 

24 the procedure when allegations came in. 

25 "I'd like to know who had the authority to take the 
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following action: Decisions of what action to take to 

3 investigate a complaint? 

4 "A. That would be part of our policy, and the 

5 Secretary for the Clergy would follow through on the 

6 investigation. 

7 ItQ. Who made a decision whether or not an 

8 investigation was complete, 

"A. 

flQ. 

"A. 

That would be the Secretary for the Clergy. 

Did you ever disagree with their decisions? 

My recollection is I never -- I did not. 

90 

9 

10 

11 

12 "Q. So you accepted everyone of their investigations 

13 as being complete; is that correct? 

"A. If they recommended so, yes. 14 

15 "Q. Okay. Who had the authority to make a decision as 

16 to what to tell a current parish when an investigation was 

17 underway? 

··18 ... "1\. 

19 the Clergy. 

20 "Q. And you would make that decision to tell him go 

21 ahead, go ahead with that recommendation as to what to 

22 tell a parish when an investigation was underway? 

23 

24 

25 (THE WITNESS:) "At -- yes. In this 
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2 matter also, I'd have to say that if he recommended 

3 it, he more than -- he would ask me, and it would 

4 be ultimately my decision." 

5 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

6 "Q. So in other words, he would say it was okay to 

7 tell the parish no, there isn't an allegation of child 

8 abuse, but Father so and so is ill and he needs a leave of 

9 absence? You would direct that? 

1 0 "A.. I would upon his recommenda tion, yes. 

11 "Q. And who would make a decision whether or not to 

12 notify law enforcement if a credible allegation came into 

13 the Secretary of Clergy and to you after an 

14 investigation?" 

15 MR. SPADE: 

16 

17 (THE WITNESS:) "Because -- well, let 

18 

19 Secretary of the Clergy would probably do it 

20 himself, if he ever had to do that." 

21 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

22 "Q. Do you ever remember in the last fifteen years 

23 directing either of these two Secretaries of Clergy to 

24 notify"law enforcement? 

25 !lA. Yes. After 2002. 
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2 "Q. Okay. Before 2002? 

3 "A. No, [ don't recall anytime. 

4 "Q. So of all the cases that we've looked at, you've 

5 never dlrected anyone to notify law enforcement; is that 

6 correct? 

7 "A. But the victim was told that they could. 

8 "Q. No. No. I'm talking about people that work for 

9 you. 

10 "A. No. No, I don't recall ever directing anyone. 

11 "Q. The decision as to whether or not a recommendation 

12 would be made for a priest to go for initial psychiatric 

13 and psychological evaluation, who would make that 

14 decision? 

15 "A. Again, it's part of our .policy. I think I 

16 explained b~tore it's part of our policy of always any 

17 allegation, that the priest ordinarily would be asked to 

, 
19 "My Secretary of the Clergy, as a general policy, 

20 would inform me of that, and I would agree with that 

21 recommendation, that he be recommended to go --

22 "Q. So you made the decision? 

23 "A. I made -- I agreed --

24 "Q. For a person to get psychiatric evaluation? 

25 "A. Yes, that he be 
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The priest? 

That he be asked to go. 

93 

l 

2 

3 

4 "Q. And as far as a new assignment, after the case was 

5 completely investigated and after he was evaluated, a 

6 decision on a new assignment, that would be made by you? 

7 "A. Yes. Upon recommendation, all assignments of 

8 priests are made -- ultimately, it's my decision. 

9 "Q. Okay. And as far as the particulars of the 

10 restrictions, if there was a restriction put, as far as 

11 the ministry, as well as contact with -- well, as far as 

12 the ministry is concerned, those recommendations would be 

13 made to you and you would either approve or disapprove; is 

14 that correct? 

15 

16 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

Okay. How about contact with the victim and their 

17 families? Who would make a decision as to what to tell 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

those people? 

"A. That's part of the policy, and that would be the 

Secretary of the Clergy would inform the victim and the 

family of any developments that he felt he should tell 

them. Ordinarily, that would not be brought to my 

23 attention. 

24 "Q. Okay. Was it ever brought to your attention that 

25 we're not going to tell these people anything? 
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I don't ever recall that. 

94 

So in every case, after there was an allegation, 

4 it was the policy that your Secretary of the Clergy would 

5 have to explain to the victim and his or her family what 

6 the resolution of the case was; is that correct? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"A. That is correct." 

MR. SPADE: 

(THE WITNESS:): "It's part of the 

policy, and as a general rule, that's ~hat he would 

do." 

14 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

15 "Q. As far as a notification of a new assignment, how 

16 would that be communicated to the priest? 

17 "A. A recommendation would be made to me, and a letter 

18 would be addressed to the prie 

19 assigned by me as a general rule. This is your new 

20 assignment. 

21 "Q. Al1d how about notification to the parish where he 

22 was leaving and the parish where he was being reassigned? 

23 Who would do that notification? 

24 

25 

itA. It could be done as a general rule verbally, and I 

don't say it's an absolute practice. He would inform the 
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2 pastor of the parish, or whoever the superior of his 

3 previous assignment, that this priest is going to be 

4 transferred, and I frequently, not as a general -- not 

5 necessarily absolute, the priest or superior, whoever it 

6 was, to the place where the priest was to go to, would be 

7 informed perhaps verbally by telephone, as far as those 

8 two, but the and there would ~e a public -- there would 

9 be a publ~c, as a general -- typically, there would be a 

10 public announcement in our diocesan paper. It would be 

11 published there. 

12 ItQ. Was the parish that he was removed from because of 

13 a credible allegation, were they ever informed as to the 

14 fact that there was a finding of a credible allegation by 

15 the Archdiocese' Secretary of the Clergy. 

16 

17 

18 (THE WITNESS:) . ·1'1 'dhave·t.o say· 

19 generally they were not informed." 

20 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

21 ItQ. Generally they were not informed? 

22 itA. That is correct. 

23 "Q. Okay. And how about the new parish? Generally, 

24 were they informed that there had been an investigation 

25 and a decision made by the Archdiocese as to the 
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2 whether that allegation was frivolous or credible? Was 

3 that ever communicated to the parishioners of the new 

4 parish? 

5 

6 

"A. 

"Q. 

Generally they were not informed. 

Okay. Why weren't the old parish and the new 

7 parish told about priests who had been -- received 

96 

8 allegations and been the subject of allegations of clergy 

9 abuse, sexual abuse of a minor? 

10 !lA. I think here we have to consider the importance of 

11 

12 

confidentiality at certain times. Even when there's 

investigation, if there was not an admission or proof, the 

13 fact that there's an investigation doesn't mean the priest 

14 was guilty yet. 

15 

16 

"It may be -- maybe there would be -- I'm talking 

in the abstract. Maybe there was reason to transfer that 

17 priest. That doesn't mean he was guilty. 

18 "Q. Well, let's just talk about 

19 allegations where he was guilty and in fact not only was 

20 there a credible allegation 

21 

22 

"A. 

"0. 

I don't -

Excuse me. Not only was there a credible 

23 allegation, but there was an admission by the priest? 

24 

25 

"A. First of all, I don't -- I don't recall ever we 

would send -- send that priest to another parish. Might 
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2 be . so it might be that the recommendation would say 

3 he may be reassigned to another ministry, and as a general 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

rule, I -- you know, we would. I don't know what it 

involved. We would inform the 

MR. SPADE: 

It 

(THE WITNESS:) "Could I ask to repeat 

9 the question, please." 

10 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. Okay. The question was: There was a credible 

allegation against a priest, okay, and he admits it. He's 

11 

12 

13 sent off for treatment. He's then put in a new ministry. 

14 "Are the people that he's dealing with in the new 

15 ministry informed that he was guilty of a credible 

16 allegation of sexual abuse of a minor? 

17 "A. I have to repeat that as a -- generally, my 

18 recollection that he would not be sent to a parish, but it 

19 could be another ministry, a chaplaincy, a restricted 

20 ministry like that. 

"Q. Okay. Let me give you an example. 21 

22 

23 

"Say someone was put in a ministry, a chaplaincy of 

a hospital, and there was children in that hospital. Were 

24 the hospital and the people that the children in that 

25 hospital, or their families, were they notified that this 
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2 priest had a credible allegation of sexual abuse of a 

3 minor? 

4 "A. That's. . I -- I don't recall ever that 

5 everybody in that hospital would be notified, but it was 

6 not -- it was typically the superior of that new 

7 assignment would be informed. 

8 "Q. And was he directed to let the people know that 

9 this priest was working with 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

itA. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I do not recall. 

-- had a previous credible allegation? 

I did not direct that. 

Okay. 

What? 

Why did you direct it? 

Why did you not direct that? 

Because I think the confidentiality has to be 

respected here and they have to make the judgment. 

"Q. Okay. Did you ever check wit er 18 

19 

20 

21 

or not they were comfortable with the confidentiality --

"A. Well, it's my 

"Q. or did you ever ask the victim whether they 

22 thought it would be wise for you to tell, someplace where 

23 the priest was going, what they had done to that victim? 

24 

25 

"A. I left further questions on that to my Secretary 

for the Clergy. I mean, I did not do it myself. 
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2 "Q. Okay. But did you ever think about telling them 

3 to do it?" 

4 MR. SPADE: 

5 

6 (THE WITNESS:) "To give a clear 

7 answer, may I just disturb you and ask you to ask 

8 the question again." 

9 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

10 "Q. Well, just so you're clear about the question I 

11 asked and I'm clear about it, why don't I have the 

12 stenographer read it back, please. 

13 "(The court reporter read back the 

14 following: 

15 "'QUESTION: Or did you ever ask the 

16 victim whether they thought it would be wise for 

17 you to tell, someplace where the priest was going, 

-~ -~-~-~~."-." 

18 what they had done to that victim? 

19 "'ANSWER: I left further questions on 

20 that to my Secretary for the Clergy. I mean, I did 

21 not do it myself. 

22 "'QUESTION: Okay. But did you ever 

23 think about telling them to do it?') 

24 

25 
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2 (THE WITNESS:) "In answer to that 

3 question, I never directed the Secretary of the 

4 Clergy." ,.. 

5 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

6 "Q. To do that? 

7 itA. To do that. 

8 "Q. Why? 

9 itA. We relied on the advice of the medical experts, 

10 and I presume the Secretary for the Clergy relied on that, 

11 and no one ever said, you know, we should be asking the 

12 victims. 

13 "Q. What advice did you get from the medical experts 

14 as far as how to handle this? 

15 "A. I did not always see the medical reports, but they 

16 would -- they would indicate as a final recommendation 

17 some specific. 

18 "Now, either don't assign this priest -- I'm just 

19 talking in general, that he should not be assigned, or 

20 they might make distinctions and say this priest can be 

21 assigned. We think he is -- whether they use the word 

22 healed or cured, I don't know, that he can be given some 

23 kind of ministry. We suggest that he not be assigned in 

24 
• 3: ~f.1 ...... ,.~~~ 

any place where children are involved. 

25 ''It depends on the period of time, too. In the 
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2 early history, [ have read that some medical experts even 

3 allow them to go back to parish ministry. It depends on 

4 the development of learning even among the medical 

5 experts. 

6 "And so if the recommendation was made by the 

7 medical facility that this priest is sufficiently helped 

8 by us and that he is capable of a ministry, we would 

9 generally at that time follow the recommendation, assign 

10 him to a ministry. 

11 "But they wouldn't tell us that you have to tell 

12 

13 

anybody. 

"Q. 

Ordinarily, I don't recall that. 

In answer to this previous question, you indicated 

14 that you would rely upon what the medical community told 

15 you as far as how to address this issue with the victims? 

16 "A. No, I -- I don't recall that, believe, if I did, 

17 how to address it, as far as telling the new community or 

18 the new assignment. 

19 "Q. My question is this: If you had a credible 

20 allegation, you took that credible allegation back and 

21 told the victim, okay, would you then ask the victim 

22 whether or not they thought it was a good idea to tell the 

23 next assignment where this credible perpetrator was going, 

24 whether or not he had -- and whether he had done something 

25 to that victim? 
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"Do you understand my question? 
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) "A. Yes. You're as king me whether or not we as ked the 

4 victim as to the feasibility of the new assignment and 

5 whether the new assignment should be informed; is that 

6 correct? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

"Q. That's right. 

"A. r don't recall ever asking -- directing the victim 

to be asked that question. 

"Q. Okay. Would you ask the victim whether or not 

11 they thought it was wise for you to put a credible 

12 predator priest and what to tell the new assignment?" 

13 MR. SPADE: 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS·· 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(THE WITNESS:) "I see I'm getting 

confused about the question. May I ask for a 

recess with my lawyer." 

.('MR' .• ··~LLAGHER : T . ff·SU re ... 'ft .. 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

MR. SPADE: 

MR. GALLAGHER: 
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(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 
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t 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

"Q. Cardinal, I want to talk about the parish where 

the priest was assigned when the credible allegation came 

in. That's what I want to talk about. 

"In any of these cases, did you and your staff ever 

7 notify the parishioners in his present parish that a 

8 priest in their parish have been accused of sexually 

9 molesting a child?" 

10 MR. SPADE: 

11 ..-. 

12 

13 

(THE WITNESS:) "The reason I'm 

hesitant was, asking that, generally, no." 

14 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

15 

16 

17 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q . 

... . TS· ····'f'A~··· 

And why wouldn't you do that? 

In one case I did go up to the parish. 

Okay. What parish was that, Cardinal? 

Tltae woul'dhavebeeTIS'a~nt·Helena·s·~·· ·Sa·1nt 

19 Helena's Parish. 

20 

21 

22 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Was that Father Craig Brugger? 

r Yes. I did that because it was already public. 

Okay. And in no other ~ase in the last fifteen 

23 years did you go to the parish where the priest was 

24 residing and inform them that there was an allegation of a 

25 child being molested by a priest in that parish; is that 
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2 correct '! 

itA. [ never went to any other parish. 3 

4 "Q. Did you ever direct the Secretary of the Clergy or 

5 the pastor or anyone in the Archdiocese to tell the parish 

6 that there was an allegation of sexual abuse by one of the 

7 priests? 

8 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

No. 

Why not? 

Because if the priest was in an assignment --

11 you're talking about the priest already assigned, I 

12 presume. 

13 

14 

"Q. 

"A. 

Correct. 

We relied on the medical recommendations, and 

15 medical recommendations, first of all, did not recommend 

16 that. They didn't say anything. 

17 "They wouldn't tell us that this priest is suitable 

~18f~er-ana~ssiqnm-enttiindtDhaJle the pari sb i on~r~§tolcitha~ 

19 this man had been -- you know, had a credible accusation 

20 that even he admitted it, that he would not be able to 

21 function in that parish anymore. 

22 

23 

"Q. I'm not worried about whether he would be able to 

function. I'm worried about whether or not you went back 

24 to that parish and told them that a priest had been 

25 assigned there had a credible allegation against him. Why 
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2 didn't you do that? 

J 

4 

5 

itA. 

"Q. 

"A. 

This is after he's left the parish? 

Cor rec t. 

Yes. When he was -- you mean, when he was 

6 removed. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

"Q. Yes. After he left. 

"A. I saw no reason to do that. 

"Q. Wouldn't it have been advisable to go back to the 

parish and advise them to find out whether or not that 

priest had any other victims in that parish? 

"A. I'm saying that I -- you know, I did not think it 

13 was advisable. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"Because I didn't see any -- anyone who was -- who 

happened to be abused by the priest in that parish, they 

knew they could come to us anytime. 

"Q. Okay. But what I'm saying to, you is: Did your 

~~~--=--=-rs=-·~ofi,.nnv'Feessrl:t7.-1b·gqaa;1:t;;ie~-££-ss=--~e:F.I?[,,=· -i3ari'R~-'Y'f'·GG·flRrEeF-=--liic·nfl=-~t~h~-ea=-=lP.?". -aa,x~4~g,;,Jhtt-"F't'=-.-=1t;.-lbtt~ee,=_~p~aa,ssJ:L:dO:l,rr."",_.,.~ __ deaV'Jl._ J;J;~~r~_.~~~~ 

19 inform that parish where he had abused someone that there 

20 was an abuser amongst them? 

21 "A. He did not. 

22 "Q. Okay. And don't you think it would have been 

23 advisable to do that, to find out if he had abused anyone 

24 else? 

25 "A. I repeat what I said before, we did not see it was 
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2 necessary because no one was held back from reporting it. 

) "Q. Weren't you concerned about whether or not there 

4 were other victims in that parish? 

5 "A. Oh, I'd be concerned about any victim, but 

6 there's -- if they wanted to come to us, they could have 

7 come anytime. 

8 "Q. SO you left it all up to these innocent children 

9 to come forward and make these claims; is that correct? 

10 

11 

"A. Their families. 

"I don't see -- there was no restriction on 

12 anybody. They could come any time at all. 

13 "Q. I'm not questioning the restriction that you may 

14 or may not have intentionally or unintentionally put upon 

15 the other parishioners. 

16 "All I'm asking is: Don't you think it would have 

17 been wise to go back to that parish to find out if there 

.. ··18 .... ·Wl:reot.:her viGt.ims- in .... that.paIish'Z 

19 "A. No, I didn't think it was necessary, and I don't 

20 see why we had to do that. 

21 "Q. Weren't you concerned about the other children of 

22 this victim? 

23 

24 

25 

"A. I'm always concerned about victims. Always." 

MR. GALLAGHER: 
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2 Next question: 

3 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

4 "Q. Did you or anyone in the Archdiocese ever ask any 

5 parishioner to contact law enforcement if there were 

6 allegations of sexual abuse by a priest and the priest 

7 admitted molesting the child? 

8 "A. Forgive me. Could -- there are so many elements 

9 to that. 

10 "Q. Did you or anyone in the Archdiocese ever ask any 

11 parishioner to contact law enforcement if there were 

12 allegations of sexual abuse by a priest and the priest 

13 admitted molesting the child? 

14 "A. I don't recall any time, no. I don't recall any 

15 time having -- doing it or having anyone in my staff 

16 "Q. So the standard practice of the Archdiocese of 

17 Philadelphia is that if you found a priest molesting 

l'8 n 

... c·hi Idren., you·wOU l'dneV'er adv'1s=eth'e'=parentsoft·trat child 

19 or anyone in that parish to notify law enforcement? 

"A. Oh, I told you it was part of the policy that when 20 

21 a victim and family came in, they as a general rule, 

22 they were told that they are free to go to the police 

23 authorities and report it. 

24 "Q. So they're told as a general rule they're free to 

25 do it. 
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"Did you direct anyone in the Archdiocese of 

3 Philadelphia that you thought it was a good idea for them 

4 to notify law enforcement that their child had been 

5 molested? 

6 "A. I don't recall specifically, except that at times 

7 they could actually be encouraged to do that. 

8 

9 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

could 

And how would 

The Secretary 

Of, how would 

When they're 

encourage them 

they be encouraged to do that? 

for the Clergy would tell them. 

he do that? 

with him and during the interview, 

to go to the civil authorities. 

he 

10 

11 

12 

13 ItQ. Now, so far we've been talking about the policy in 

14 generalities, but the reality is that you in fact 

15 promulgated a written policy about the handling of 

16 allegations of sexual abuse of minors by clergy when you 

17 became the Archbishop -- strike that -- in 1993; is that 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

And that was published in the Catholic Standard 

21 and Times? 

22 

23 

24 

itA. 

"Q. 

itA. 

Yes. 

Who drafted that policy? 

It would have been primarily the Secretary of the 

25 Clergy, and he could have had others assisting him in 
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2 that. 

3 "At the same time, there could have been guidance 

4 from materials supplied by the Conference of Bishops. In 

5 other words, with the various workshops, they gave us 

6 material, and there were recommendations in that on 

7 setting up a written policy. 

8 "Q. Okay. So you don't specifically remember who 

9 drafted the policy here in Philadelphia? 

10 "A. I am presuming at the time if Monsignor Lynn was 

11 the Secretary of the Clergy, he would have been the final 

12 one to recommend it. 

13 "Q. And let's say it was Monsignor Lynn in 1993, did 

14 the ultimate policy that was published in the Catholic 

15 Standard and Times, was that approved by you? 

16 

17 

19 

"A. 

ffQ. 

"A. 

Yes. 

Okay. What prompted you to do a written policy in 

Because we were evolving, we had a verbal policy, 

20 that is, an unwritten policy before, which was pretty much 

21 the written policy but was not set down and promulgated, 

22 but in -- as we have workshops in the Conference of 

23 Bishops, they more and more recommended that it be a 

24 written policy and that it be published, and we decided to 

25 follow that suggestion. 
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2 "Q. Had you ever considered yourself doing that prior 

3 to 1993? 

4 itA. I think we did, but we were trying to find out 

5 what other dioceses were doing, because it was . . we 

6 were looking -- most dioceses I think at that time did not 

7 have a written one, and so we were looking for models from 

8 others, and so it helped us a great deal. 

9 "Q. SO each diocese has put out their own written 

10 policy; is that correct? 

11 "A. That is correct. 

12 "Q. Why isn't there a universal policy for all the 

13 churches in the United States? 

14 "A. Each diocese is completely autonomous. There is 

15 no kind of board or superior to the dioceses in the United 

16 States. Each one is independent. You only report to the 

17 Pope. 

18 "And. s (J Hit' 51 .. up. to each d.i=ocese ·to decidew·hether w 

I 

19 it wanted a policy, and in having a policy, whether it 

20 should be written or not, and that evolved over a period 

21 of time that more and more dioceses would have a written 

22 policy, but it was not obligatory from any source." 

23 MR. GALLAGHER: Okay. That concluded 

24 the first day of t~stimony on June 26, 2003. 

25 
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9 

(The testimony of ANTHONY JOSEPH 

CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, taken on June 27, 2003, was 

read to the grand jury. The questions were ~ead by 

Mr. Gallagher, and the answers were read by Mr. 

Spade as follows:) 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. Yesterday we finished off with the dis~ussion in 

10 the last several minutes talking about the Archdiocese of 

11 Philadelphia policy on clergy sexual abuse, which had been 

12 previously marked as grand jury nine five four, and I'd 

13 like to hand that to the Cardinal, and the stenographer 

14 has a copy." 

15 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

16 "Q. Cardinal, nine five four is the policy as I 

17 indicated, and that was printed out again this morning by 

18 me on the website of the Arc ocese over the internet. 

19 "Could you please take a minute and review that and 

20 see if that's consistent with what you promulgated 

21 previously. 

"A. You want me to read the whole thing? 22 

23 

24 

"Q. No. Just skim it to see if you recognize it. 

"Let me ask you a preliminary question. Are you 

25 familiar with the Archdiocese's website? 
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Yes. 

Okay. Do you have approval or disapproval as to 

4 what is put on the website? 

"A. I have approval. 

"Q. Okay. So this was on the Archdiocese's website. 

"What I wanted to know is: Is it a correct copy? 

"A. It seems to be, yes. 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 "Q. Okay. And this is the policy that was promulgated 

10 in 1993; is that correct? 

11 

12 

"A. 

"Q. 

I think that was the year. 

Okay. And this is the one that we discussed 

13 yesterday that was originally drafted by Monsignor Lynn 

14 and then approved by you? 

15 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. I just wanted to make sure of that. 

"And this is the one that we discussed yesterday as 

18 to what the policy has been 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

Correct. 

-- for the time period since it was promulgated in 

21 written form, but basically it summarized what the 

22 policy's been since you've been the Archbishop? 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Pretty much, yes. 

Archbishop of Philadelphia; is that correct? 

That's correct. Yes. 
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SO if you could just put that aside for a minute, 

3 I want to ask you a couple questions. 

4 "The internet, do you yourself make any use of the 

5 internet to do research or reading or keeping up with 

6 current events? 

7 

B 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

The general internet, yes, I do. 

And what websites do you go to? 

Well, I do shopping on it, and I also, if I need 

10 information about government, or I generally find it on --

II I use the internet. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

"Q. Okay. 

"A. I'm not saying extensively. 

"Q. And how about your staff? Monsignor Cistone and 

Monsignor Lynn, do they make reference to the internet, do 

you know, in their work? 

"A. I do not know whether they do or not. 

"Q. Okay. Now, yesterday, we also discussed the 

19 reporting of credible allegations to the law enforcement 

20 and the police department, and you indicated that it was 

21 done when it was required; is that correct? 

22 

23 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And you determined when it was required by 

24 conferring with your attorneys; is that correct? 

25 "A. Generally, yes. 
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Okay. Without telling us specifically what your 

3 attorneys told you, what attorneys did you confer with in 

4 this regard as to when a case should or should not be 

5 

6 

reported to law enforcement? 

"A. It would be through Mons ignor Lynn. He would 

7 always discuss a case with the lawyers. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Okay. What lawyers? 

Stradley, Ronon. 

Stradley, Ronon, stevens and Young? 

Yes. 

Do you know specifically the names of the lawyers 

13 that he conferred with or you conferred with in this 

14 regard, and that is reporting to the law enforcement? 

15 "A. At one time, I just remember two names before." 

16 MR. SPADE: 

17 

1 8
u

fTREw 1 TNESS : T ..11 He rbuKelSne. .He die d . 

19 And then the other name would frequently be Clark 

20 Hodgson. II 

21 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. 

"A. 

The lawyer that's with you today; is that correct? 

That's correct." 

MR. SPADE: 
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2 (THE WITNESS:) "Oh, excuse me. There 

3 was another one, Jack O'Dea." 

4 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

5 "Q. And how about the chairman of the firm, William 

6 Sasso? Did you ever confer with him on this particular 

7 issue, that is, reporting this to law enforcement? 

8 "A. I did not. 

9 "Q. Okay. Do you know if Monsignor Lynn or --

10 "A. I do not. 

11 "Q. -- Monsignor Cistone have done that? 

12 "A. With him I do not know. 

13 "Q. Okay. Now, the nine fifty-four, when that was 

14 drafted by Monsignor Lynn and then approved by you, did 

15 you confer with the attorneys from Stradley, Ronon about 

16 this policy?" 

17 MR. SPADE: 

18 

19 (THE WITNESS:) "I want to discuss this 
~ 

20 at recess with my lawyer." 

21 (MR. GALLAGHER:) "Okay." 

22 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:): 

23 "Q. Now, let's go back to the time period 1983 to 1987 

24 when you were the Bishop of Pittsburgh. As the Bishop of 

25 Pittsburgh, did you attend the annual meetings of the 



1 TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 United"States Conference of Catholic Bishops? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

flQ. 

"A. 

l1Q. 

I did. 

Okay. 

NCCB. 

Okay. 

Was it called USCCB then or was it NCCB? 

And specifically in 1995 -- strike that. 

"1985, did you attend that meeting? 

I attended all the meetings. 

So you attended all the meetings. 

9 

10 "Did you ever meet with Reverend Thomas Doyle, the 

11 former canon lawyer -- strike that -- the canon lawyer 

12 assigned as the former canon counsel to the Vatican's 

13 Embassy Nuncio about the sexual abuse of minors by 

14 priests? 

15 

16 

17 

!lA. I knew him when he was a nunciature. I knew he 

was interested in this issue. I don't recall meeting with 

him on this issue, though. I recall him talking to me, 

18 and I Efilrik i twas by-phune' H 

19 "Q. And do you remember what you discussed in that 

20 phone call? 

21 "A. He was trying to -- he had a rather extensive 

22 policy, program, and it -- I don't remember all the 

23 details in it, but he wanted -- his aim was to get the 

24 bishops to agree to that program of his on dealing with 

25 this issue and -- but I do not recall what response I gave 
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2 to him. 

3 

4 "Q. 

"It was just a discussion. 

Okay. Did you receive a copy of the Peterson 

10 

5 Doyle Mouton Manual distributed to the bishops at the NCCB 

6 meeting in June of 1985? 

7 "A. I remember having a copy of that, I guess with 

8 everybody else, yes. 

9 "Q. Okay. I'd like to hand you at this point what's 

10 previously been marked as grand jury exhibit forty-two and 

11 also hand you at this time what we'll mark as grand jury 

12 number nine fifty-five." 

13 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

14 

15 

16 

"Q. 

and nine 

Okay. Grand jury forty-two is the full report, 

fifty-five is the summary of the report." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "May the record 

17 reflect that the Cardinal is looking at nine 

18 ·flftYTiveantt nCOilTI15e"l islooki-Dgatfp:rt.Y-:!:w() .1' 

19 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

20 IIQ. Now, Cardinal, before I direct your attention to 

21 anything in there, I'd like to ask you a few preliminary 

22 questions. 

23 IIDid you read this report? 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

I do not remember reading it. 

You do not remember reading it? 
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No. 

11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"Q. Why didn't you -- well, in other words, you could 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

have read it. You just don't remember? 

"A. I don't remember reading it. 

"Q. Okay. Do you remember what it told you about 

pedophilia? 

itA. In this report? 

ItQ. 

"A. 

ItQ. 

itA. 

ItQ. 

"A. 

Yes. 

No. 

You don't remember that? 

No. 

What do you know about pedophilia? 

That pedophilia is an illness that shows a 

15 fixation, a sexual fixation, on children from birth to 

16 about the age of twelve or thirteen. 

17 ItQ. And, Cardinal, I'd like you to refer to nine 

18 fifty~flvMe, pIe~fse ~ and MI"d like yout.o refer t:q the 

19 eighth page of that document, which is indicated on I 

20 think the fourth page, or the fourth page is the executive 

21 summary. 

22 ItI'd like you to go to the eighth page, but the top 

23 of the page has the number two on it ... 

24 

25 

MR. SPADE: 
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Then there's some talk about which 

page, then down to line twenty-two. 

MR. GALLAGHER: Right. 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. I'm sorry, Cardinal. Once again, could you say 

what your understanding of pedophilia is. 

12 

"A. That it's a sexual fixation for having sex with a 

child from birth until puberty, which generally is the -

about the age of thirteen. 

"Q. Okay. And are you familiar with the Diagnostic 

and Statistical Manual for the American Psychological 

Association? 

"A. I am not familiar with it personally. 

"Q. It's called DSM, and it describes various mental 

disorders. 

"Does that refresh your recollection as to any 

ia . ·K.hbwledge· of··t-ha'b'?·· 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

itA. 

No. 

You have no knowledge of that at all? 

Of the manual? 

Yes. 

I've never looked at it. 

"Q. Okay. Pedophilia, as far as your knowledge of 

pedoph}lia, do you know if that's a lifelong disease or 
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2 it's curable? 

3 itA. From what I have read in various articles, it is 

4 my understanding that it is now would be agreed that it is 

5 not curable. 

6 "Q. Okay. Was that the knowledge of the psychological 

7 field and the general community in 19851 

8 "A. I think there was some felt it could be cured. 

9 "Q. Okay. 

10 "A. This is just my opinion of what I've read, that 

11 there was some who indicated that. 

12 "Q. Now, I'd like you to look at nine fifty-five. 

13 "Do you agree that the page that has now been 

14 marked four indicates that it's an executive summary? Is 

15 that correct? 

16 "A. Yes, this is. 

17 "Q. The numbers I just put on there. 
~-

-----~-----~-----~~ 

18 "You uugo·tU£herTght u. document? 

19 "A. Page four? 

20 "Q. Correct. 

21 itA. Yes. 

22 "Q. It says: 'Executive Summary'? 

23 "A. That is correct. 

24 "Q. And that's signed by Michael R. Peterson, M.D., 

25 president of Saint Luke Institute? 
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2 "A. Rlght. 

3 "Q. Dld you know Father Peterson? 

4 "A. r didn't know him personally, but I knew of him. 

5 "Q. Okay. Did you ever attend any lectures or 

6 workshops or speeches that he may have given? 

7 "A. r don't know if he gave one to the conference. 

8 I'm not sure. 

"He may have. 9 

10 "Q. How about Father Doyle? Did he give one to the 

11 conference? 

"A. No, not that I -- not that I recall. 12 

13 "Q. Okay. If you could turn now to page five, that 

14 indicates also at the top 'Executive Summary'; is that 

15 correct? 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

Correct. 

And then page six, the second paragraph, 

18 ' Aftercare 

"Do you see that paragraph, Cardinal? 

"A. I do. 

19 

20 

21 "Q. "Reads, and correct me if I'm wrong: 'In this 

22 section of the document, I list six possible areas of 

23 discussion for Aftercare Planning, which is one of the 

24 most important aspects of any treatment program. The 

25 psychiatric disease is a lifelong disease and the 
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2 treatment of it in the cleric, though there is new hope in 

3 some treatment modalities, must also be a lifelong 

4 treatment plan. It is here that much discussion will be 

5 generated and where you can be most helpful to us at the 

6 Saint Luke Institute and perhaps at the other programs 

7 where you have clerics now in treatment.' 

8 "Do you recall learning that information from what 

9 . Dr. Peterson presented at the meeting in 1985? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

"A. You say --

"Q. And specifically what it is that I'm asking you 

is: Did you realize that pedophilia required lifelong 

treatment? 

"A. Now I think it's general agreement that it's 

15 incurable; therefore, there has to be some kind of care 

16 given. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Okay. 

I mean, 

Right. 

And I -- you know, you'd have -- I'd have to 

21 understand what it -- what does it mean, lifelong 

22 treatment. It's just you have to deal with this person at 

23 all times. 

24 "Q. Well, I think lifelong treatment means treatment 

25 for the rest of their lives from the point it was 
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2 dlscovered that they were pedophiles. 

3 "Do you agree with that? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

"A. But I . " 

MR. SPADE: 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

13 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

14 "Q. Cardinal, I'd like to direct your attention to 

15 page eight of nine five five, and in the middle of that 

16 

16 page, the second paragraph, commences: 'In the Diagnostic 

17 and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Third Edition, 

18 wn i en . i sa c c epte d·j; n ··t hoe ·Ynci·ted . States a S .t b e.m ps tE3r. 

19 manual or dictionary for mental disorders defines-

20 pedophilia as follows: 

21 '''A. The act or fantasy of engaging in sexual 

22 activity with prepubertal children as a repeatedly 

23 preferred or of exclusive method of achieving sexual 

24 excitement. 

25 , "B • If the individual is an adult, the 
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2 prepubertal children are at least ten years younger than 

3 the individual. If the individual is a late adolescent, 

4 no precise age difference is required, and clinical 

5 judgment must take into account the age difference as well 

6 as the sexual maturity of the child.'" 

7 '~And the next sentence reads in Dr. Peterson's 

8 text: 'Adults with the disorder are oriented toward 

9 children of the other sex twice as often as toward 

10 children of the same sex.' 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Is that what it says there, Cardinal? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

"Q. Does that refresh your recollection as to your 

knowledge of what pedophilia is? 

"A. It just adds a little nuance to it. I defined it 

T8trefore· asubses·si€Hl witrhaHchildunde:rt:,l1,e .. age ()f puberty. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. Okay. 

"A. But nuance as far as generally the age difference 

between the two. 

"Q. Okay. So that's consistent with your knowledge of 

what pedophilia is; is that correct? 

"A. That's right. 

"Q. I'm going to ask you again, and I want to be clear 
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9 

10 
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on this. You don't recall ever reading this report; is 

that correct? 

"A. The more I read thi s, the more it seems that I did 

not read it. I don't recall it at all. 

ItQ. Why is it the more that you read it now, that you 

feel that you haven't read it? 

"A. I guess -- I guess it's some of the terminology 

and all seems new to me. Like this one here, those 

nuances, but I won't be absolute about that. I don't 

recall. I'll still say basically I do not recall reading 

12 it. 

13 "Q. Okay. Now, you say that the terminology is new to 

14 you, but you, basically before you even read that, 

15 defined -- excuse me -- you basically defined it the same 

16 way it's here in this document? 

17 

18 

19 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Yes, but I add the nuancing I did not realize. 

Okay. 

The age, that it should be ten years' difference, 

20 generally, I did not realize that. 

21 "Q. Okay. Did you recall that report being 

22 distributed at the 1985 meeting? 

23 

24 

"A. 

"Q. 

No, I do not recall that. 

Were you present at the 1985 June meeting at Saint 

25 John's Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, when the bishops 
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2 were briefed on the contents of this report, Peterson 

3 Mouton Doyle report? 

19 

4 

5 

6 

7 

"A. I know at that time I attended all the meetings of 

the bishops; therefore, I presume I was there. 

"Q. Okay. And if the record indicates that this was 

discussed, this report was discussed, and you attended all 

8 the sessions, then the assumption you are making today is 

9 that you were present when this report was discussed? 

10 

11 

"A. 

"Q. 

12 bishops? 

"A. 

That's an assumption, yes. 

Did you discuss this report with the other 

I don't recall. 13 

14 "Q. Do you recall whether the report was well received 

15 by the bishops? 

16 \lA. No, I can't recall that. I don't recall any 

17 discussion with the bishops. 

18 "Q. . ... ··· .. ·Was tfiere a COnsensus . by UuabishQP::; 1:9 f ()llow the 
~~~ 

19 recommendations in the report and implement action to 

20 eliminate pedophiles from the clergy? 

21 "A. As a result -- excuse me. As a result of this 

22 report being given? 

"Q. Correct. 23 

24 "A. I do not recall any decision being made. I don't 

25 recall it. 
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Did you direct anyone on your staff to obtain a 

20 

3 copy of the report, that's your staff in PLttsburgh, and 

4 provide you with a summary of it? 

5 

6 

"A. 

"Q. 

Not that I recall. 

NOw, when you returned to Pittsburgh and the 

7 diocese there, did you direct anyone to review the report 

8 and implement and put it into action, or did you direct 

9 them to do anything based on your attendance at the 

10 meeting where the report was discussed? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Did I -- it sounded like two questions there. 

"Did I direct someone to review this report? 

Yes. 

I do not recall that. 

Did you ask -- you did attend the meeting where 

16 the report was discussed? 

17 itA. Yes. 

18 -Okay; W-h'eftY'6ud"96tba€k toP-itot,sJ:)uxgh , _ di. d Y9_u 

19 direct anyone to implement what you learned at that 

20 meeting? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

itA. (No response.) 

"Q. When the report was discussed? 

"A. I cannot recall directing someone to implement 

this report. I have a vague recollection we had to come 

25 up with some kind of policy on this issue, but I don't 
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2 recall a direct, you know, mandate to implement this; or 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

as a result of my meeting, going there, I may have said we 

have to examine this issue more carefully, but I do not 

recall the specifics of that. 

"Q. Did you attend any follow-up meetings of the NCCB, 

any subcommittees concerning this issue? 

"A. Not subcommittees, because it's restricted to the 

members of those subcommittees. 

"Q. Any ad-hoc committee on this issue, did you attend 

11 any meetings of those? 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

Okay. And the issue I'm talking about is the 

14 issue that we're 

15 "A. Right. 

16 "Q. investigating. 

17 "Do you know Cardinal Bernard Law? 

19 "Q. Okay. He's the former Archbishop of Boston; is 

20 that correct? 

21 

22 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

Okay. Do you recall whether or not he was put in 

23 charge of an ad-hoc committee to review the Mouton 

24 Peterson Doyle report and implement its recommendations? 

25 "A. I do not recall that at all. 
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18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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"Q. Cardinal, I'd like you to . " 

MR. GALLAGHER: We marked exhibit nine 

fifty-six. 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. Cardinal, nine five six is titled: 

"'It's Your Call with Lynn Doyle on CN8TV 

"'Questions for the Cardinal 

"'Interview of Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua 

"'Taped on June 24, 2002 

"'Broadcast on June 25, 2002.' 

"Cardinal, do you recall appearing a year and three 

days ago before the TV audience at this TV show with Lynn 

Doyle? 

"A. I do recall that. 

"Q. Okay. And this is a transcript of that broadcast. 

"I'd like to refer you to page two, and at the 

bot tom6fthat ... tnere'su a questionalldanswer .... 'LD~meansu 

Lynn Doyle. 'CB' means Cardinal Bevilacqua. 

"Would you please take a minute and read the answer 

that you gave to Lynn Doyle as a result of her question: 

'Are you talking about a matter of semantics here? It's 

still a child, whether it be five or fifteen?' 

"And your answer? 
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(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. And there's another question and answer on the 

next page, but for the edification of the jurors, 

Cardinal, may I indulge you and ask you to read what your 

answer was at the bottom of page two. 

"A. Read the whole thing? 

"Q. Yes, please." 

MR. SPADE: And then the lawyer says: 

"The question as well?" 

MR. SPADE: Wait a minute. Hold on. 

(THE WITNESS:) "Do they have to know 

the question to what I'm answering?" 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Yes, please." 

"Q. As I said it a minute ago, but I'd like you to 

18 ..... rea.dJ>Q.thuj:.h§ .. QlJ§;;1;:i..Qn and the answer so that theYdu 

19 understand the context in which you gave this answer. 

"Please read the question: , LD. ' 20 

21 "A. 'Are you talking about a matter of semantics here? 

22 It's still as a child, whether it be five or fifteen.' 

23 

24 

"That's in response to a previous statement. 

"My answer is: 'I know, but there's a horror, 

25 I say, even doctors say, there's a greater horror when 

and 
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2 it's a seven, eight, nine year old child. They're all 

3 horrible. I tried to explain that. They're all horrible. 

4 Even one act. But given the impression that, that the 

5 priests were predators, eight, nine year olds, ten year 

6 olds, that takes on a more horrific impression on people. 

7 The others are horrible too. But some terrible things are 

8 more terrible than others. But also the impression that 

9 was given by the media at times was that the bishops never 

10 did anything about this. You know, we started when it was 

11 first highlighted in 1985. The bishops began to address 

12 this with workshops. We had many experts speak to us at 

13 our conferences. We started a committee on -- the ad-hoc 

14 committee on sexual abuse of minors. They provided us 

15 with all kinds of material. Three major volumes on how 

16 to -- how to deal with this and what to do in your own 

17 diocese. Plus many of the bishops did do it. I don't 

18 know-thC;sewhodId not, but-taer,sffillstbe some perhaps 

19 that did not implement them. But a lot of reform did take 

20 place. Another impression that was created, and this is 

21 by some analysts of the media, show that it gave the 

22 impression that time, by the words that were used, that 

23 the sexual abuse of minors to a larger extent was .still 

24 going on and that is not completely true. It's -- the 

25 majority of cases took place ten, fifteen, twenty, thirty 
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years ago. But in most dioceses in the last ten-twelve 

25 

3 years, there are,' I guess it means, , there are extremely 

4 few cases of it.' 

5 

6 

7 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Continue with the next? 

The next question and answer, please. 

'LD: And that's because, in your opinion, of the 

8 reform that started as far back as 1985?' 

9 

10 

"My answer: 'Most of the bishops, I think, 

cooperated with that. You asked about, you know, sometime 

11 question. The media may have overstepped the boundaries 

12 and I think in given that, giving that perception I think 

13 was misleading, though I again condemn even one act of 

14 it.' 

15 "Q. Okay. NOw, the long answer that you gave on page 

16 two, Cardinal, does that refresh your recollection as to 

17 whether or not you read the work of Doyle, Mouton and 

19 

20 

Peterson 

"A. 

"Q. 

It does not. I still do not recall reading it. 

Okay. NOw, in the middle of that answer, you 

21 indicated that the conference in 1985 provided and a 

22 subsequent committee provided all kinds of material, and 

23 you indicate there specifically three major volumes on how 

24 to deal with this and what to do in your own diocese. 

25 "Does that refresh your recollection? Are you 
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2 talking about, when you gave this answer last year to Lynn 

3 Doyle, the Doyle Mouton Peterson report? 

4 "A. No. 

5 "Q. Is that the very three volumes you're talking 

6 about? 

7 "A. No. 

8 "Q. What three volumes are you talking about? 

9 "A. The ad-hoc committee has provided binders and they 

10 were over a period of time given to the bishops, and in 

11 which they, in those volumes, it gives material on how to 

12 deal with those situations. 

13 "It gives examples of some of the other dioceses, 

14 what they're doing, and it gives information, gives 

15 definitions such as were given in the Doyle thing, but it 

16 gives definitions by doctors of what pedophilia is, what 

17 ephebophilia is, and it kind of defines a glossary of 

18 terms 

19 

20 

21 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Do you still have those three volumes? 

I have two of them. 

Okay. Would you be able to have your attorneys 

22 make copies and provide them to this grand jury? 

23 

24 

25 

"A. Yes." 

MR. SPADE: 
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MR. GALLAGHER: And then I said: "You 

want to discuss this outside now?" 

(MR. HODGSON:) "No. We can at the end 

of the day." 

MR. GALLAGHER: 

- -~-.. ---

(A recess was held.) 

BY MR. GALLAGHER: 

---

e 

Line fifteen on page twenty~seven. 
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(The testimony of ANTHONY JOSEPH 
~ 
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CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, taken on June 27, 2003, was 

read to the grand jury. The questions were read by 

Mr. Gallagher, and the answers were read by Ms. 

McCartney as follows:) 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. You indicate also in this answer, again I direct 

10 you to it, Cardinal, that when you talk about how to deal 

11 with it in a diocese and what to do in your own diocese, 

12 plus many of the bishops did do it, as a Bishop of 

13 Pittsburgh, did you do it? 

14 "Did you implement the procedures that were 

15 recommended by the ad-hoc committee on sexual abuse of 

16 minors? 

17 "A. My recollection was that I initiated a program of 

19 don't recall specifically when I did it. It probably was 

20 right after this. 

21 "Thi s is when" it came to the forefront 1-' and it was 

22 then we put some kind of a policy together, and I can'~ 

23 recall a~l the specifics of it. 

24 

25 

lIQ. 

"A. 

Did you have a written policy in Pittsburgh -

I don't recall that. 
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-- as a result of this? 

29 

I don't recall it being a public written policy, 

and I don't know whether there's actually you know -- I 

just don't recall. 

"Q. Do you know if this ad-hoc commi ttee was still in 

existence and giving the bishops information through 1987 

and 1988? 

"A. Yes. 

"I mean, it's still in existence. 

"Q. When you became the Archbishop of Philadelphia in 

12 1988, did you review the policy that was in existence in 

13 Philadelphia and determine whether or not Cardinal Krol 

14 was one of the bishops that followed the recommendations 

15 of the ad-hoc committee, or what did you do when you took 

16 over in 1988? 

17 "A. Well, what we did was shortly after that, I don't 

108 . ~~kngw wh,en~f ~we-reV'iJiwad a po Lic¥, Hand ~ld jd ~notc9mpCireJt ~ 

19 with the previous policy of Cardinal Krol. We just began 

20 to implement more and more policies suggested by the 

21 conference. 

22 "Q. Okay. I think you already answered this, but it's 

23 already been indicated and we have it as a document. The 

24 policy in Philadelphia was not put in writing until 1993; 

25 is that correct? 
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"A. That is correct. 

1 

2 

3 "Q. But did you implement what was said by the ad-hoc 

4 committee prior to that? 

5 

6 

7 

"A. The policy of 1993 was pretty much the unwritten 

policy before. In other words, it was -- as much as we 

could. I don't remember all the details, but it was 

8 pretty much what became the written policy. 

9 "Q. Do you know if the ad-hoc committee and the three 

10 volumes that were given, did they look at the Mouton 

11 Peterson Doyle report and use it as a resource in 

12 developing the policy? 

13 

14 

"A. 

"Q. 

Not that I know of. I don't recall that. 

Cardinal, I want to talk about the term that has 

15 been used quite often in many of the books written about 

16 this crisis. 

17 "First of all, let me ask you. Do you consider 

18 wha t' s ~g~ir1g~onInfneCat~rtoTt=c- e~htl:E'ehtoda¥acrj..sis L of 

19 crisis proportions, and that is dealing with this issue of 

20 clergy abuse of minors? 

21 

22' 

"A. 

"Q. 

It has -- yes, it is a crisis. 

And why do you believe that that's correct 

23 terminology for what this is? 

24 "A. Because of the consequences of the issue that it 

25 has affected the -- I'll say to a significant extent the 
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2 credibility of the Church. I'd have to say it is one of 

3 the most significant crises of the church in the United 

4 States. 

5 "Q. How about the history of the Church worldwide? 

6 "Do you consider it one the greatest crises ever 

7 faced by the Catholic Church? 

8 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

itA. 

In history? 

Yes. 

It's hard to tell that. There have been I think 

11 more severe crises in the history of the Church than this 

12 one. 

13 "This is a very severe one, and right now, it's --

14 it is a severe crisis in the United States. I would not 

15 say that it would be one of the more severe ones for the 

16 whole Church in its whole history. 

17 "Q. So you agree with me that it would be apt for me 

18 ... tOties c r 115e u th i sa sa . e 1:4 8i swn,an .IaskY9.11 .9,\1 ~~ 't i Cl Il s ; is 

19 that correct? 

20 

21 

"A. 

" Q • 

In the United States, yes. 

Well, there's been, I think, eight bishops who 

22 have resigned as a result of this crisis in the United 

23 States. 

24 

25 "A. 

"Is that consistent with your knowledge? 

I don't remember all the -- if it's that many, 
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2 but 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

can 

But there have been some that have been? 

There have been, yes. 

Is it less than that or more than that? 

I'd say offhand, I just recall immediately -- I 

I can just recall three. 

32 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 "So I don't know. Maybe the others are -- I don't 

9 know who they are, whom you're referring to. 

10 "Q • Okay. Well, there's a recent report. I don't 

11 have it at my hand now, but I can get it for you, from the 

12 Boston Globe, that indicated that it was eight bishops, 

13 maybe even nine now, that have resigned as a result of 

14 this crisis, but you indicated that you don't read the 

15 Boston Globe; is that correct? 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

18 "A. 

19 "Q. 

I do not, no. 

How about on the internet? 

Have you ever read their website about the crisis 

20 that's going on in Boston? 

21 

22 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

Do you know of anyone in your chain of command, 

23 Monsignor Cistone or Monsignor Lynn, that have read that 

24 website and reported to you about it? 

25 "A. No. They never did. 
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Okay. Let's go back to what some writers and 

3 researchers and historians have contended concerning this 

4 crlsls. They indicated that there's a phenomenon of 

5 clericalism within the Catholic Church. 

6 "Have you ever heard that term, and do you know 

7 what it means? 

8 "A. Yes. 

9 "Q. Would you please explain to the grand jurors what 

10 clericalism is? 

11 "A. It's a very it's a term that's hard to define. 

12 "Clericalism is an approach in which clerics think 

13 they are a very elitist group and that they have to be 

14 given special privileges and authority beyond what is 

15 legitimate for them. 

16 

17 

"It's a concentration as though they were the whole 

Church, and that's the general description. 

overexaggera on, an overexagge 

19 clerics in the Church. 

It's an 

of 

20 "Q. Do you yourself believe that there is an 

21 overexaggeration of clerics in the Church? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. No. 

"Q. And why don't you believe that? 

"A. Just from my experience. I find most priests and 

most bishops are -- do not exaggerate their importance. I 



34 

1 TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 think they respect, you know, that, their proper role in 

3 the Church. 

4 ItQ. Some commentators, writers, researchers, 

5 historians understand clericalism to mean that there 

6 exists a deep distinction between the clergy and the 

7 laity. 

8 "Do you agree with that? 

9 "A. It's a -- as a definition, as part of a 

10 definition, that's a nuance of what I said, an 

11 overexaggeration of the role of the clerics and where they 

12 think that they are the whole Church, and they're not. 

13 "Q. The same historians, writers and researchers have 

14 also indicated as another nuance of that that many members 

15 of the Catholic Church believe that the clergy and the 

16 priests are somewhat different, apart and above the laity, 

17 and hence, this belief keeps the clergy aloof from the 

18 consequence of their destructive actions on victims and 

19 others. 

20 "Do you agree with that conclusion? 

21 !lA. No. 

22 "Q. Why not? 

23 "A. Because I think it's an exaggeration. I don't 

24 believe most priests feel that. I do not think -- but at 

25 the end, what you said, I don't think most priests do 
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2 tha t . 

3 "Q. Okay. Do you believe that most of the laity feel 

4 that way? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

And why don't you believe that? 

Just from my discussions with the laity. 

Well, do you believe that clericalism is a 

9 perception or it's a reality in the Catholic Church? 

10 "A. I have to ask -- make a distinction there, if you 

11 don't mind. 

12 "It can exist amongst some clerics, not -- you can 

13 

14 

15 

16 

make a universal out of it. I would say most clerics 

would not be identified as afflicted with clericalism. 

This is from my own experience. 

"Q. Now, these experts, and many of them, and the 

17 researchers, who have researched the problem of sexual 

18 abuse of minors by clergy, this crisis of the Catholic 

19 Church, many of them feel, and agree on this, that the 

20 bishops missed the prospect to correct decades of 

21 mishandling this crisis by not accepting the 

22 recommendations in the Doyle Mouton Peterson report. 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"Do you agree with this conclusion? 

May I discuss this with my lawyer. 

Certainly." 
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MR. GALLAGHER: n 

(THE WITNESS:) "You're using an 

expression 'experts,' and you're referring -

mentioned that it was because we did not follow the 

Mouton Doyle Peterson report, but I don't know who 

these experts are." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Okay." 

(THE WITNESS:) "Do you know who they 

are?" 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Yes, I do." 

13 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:): 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

"Q. Okay. They're the people that I referred to 

yesterday as far as that have written the books about this 

crisis. That is, Philip Jenkins, the writer for the 

Boston Globe. 

erry wrote the -- you're aware of the case 

in Louisiana, Gilbert Gauthe, Father Gauthe, and that book 

was written about him. Thomas Doyle, Reverend Thomas 

Doyle, who's written extensively on this. 

"They're the experts that I'm referring to. 

"A. We could get into a discussion, but I don't 

24 consider all of them necessarily experts. 

25 "Q. Well, you indicated yesterday that Philip Jenkins 
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was one of the people that you -- ~xcuse me. Le.t me 

3 finish lIothe question, please, Cardiinal. 

"A. Excuse me. I'm sorry. 

37 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"Q. 

you put 

You indicated Philip Jenkins was one of the people 

on your commission here in Philadelphia. 

"A. Yes, I consider him an expert. 

"Q. Okay. 

"A. I just said -- I didn't say all. I didn't 

10 consider all of them experts. 

11 "Q. Well, they're the ones that I'm referring to, and 

12 I'm going to ask you the question again. 

13 "They agree that the bishops missed the prospect to 

14 correct decades of mishandling .by not accepting the 

15 recommendations of the Doyle Peterson Mouton Manual 

16 Report. 

17 "Do you agree with this conclusion, and if not, why 

18 not? 

19 "A. I consider Philip Jenkins an expert. I would 

20 really like to know what he said. 

21 "Did he say that about this report in particular? 

22 "Q. He said this about this crisis generally. He said 

23 many things, and we can get to what he said, but what I'm 

24 telling you is that this is what has been said by many of 

25 the experts that looked at this. 
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"And my question to you is, again, let's put Mr. 

Jenkins out of it. Let's talk about the other people that 

4 [mentioned. 

5 "Berry, the Boston Globe, and Doyle himself, do you 

6 agree or disagree with their conclusion? 

7 "A. I cannot recall all that is in the Doyle report, 

8 and therefore, it's hard for me to say that because we did 

9 not follow that report, therefore we have this crisis. 

10 I'm not knowledgeable enough of his report to say that, so 

11 I cannot say I agree with them. 

12 "Q. Okay. If you had an opportunity to review the 

13 report, would that help to refresh your recollection 

14 whether or not you can answer that question? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24-

25 

---- ------ - -

"(THE WITNESS:) It's very difficult 

question to answer. I mean, I'd have to read the 

whole report and then make a judgment about the 

question you asked. 

"This is only one report about a method 

of avoiding the crisis that occurred. Since then, 

there have been many, many articles that I have 

read that say what could have been done. 

know why we're fixed on this one." 

I don't 
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(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Because quite 

frankly, I'm the one that's asking the questions." 

(THE WITNESS:) "I understand." 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

"Q. And what I was trying to ascertain from you is 

whether or not you recall gleaning anything from the 

meeting where this report was discussed or whether you 

read this report back in 1985 when you were the Bishop of 

Pittsburgh? 

"A. In the meetings that took place, I can't remember 

all the specifics. I've attended so many meetings and 

13 but we certainly were moved to act in our individual 

14 diocese in accordance with what we learned at some of 

15 these meetings and what we read, but I cannot say it's 

16 because of the Doyle report, and I do not recall reading 

17 it. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. If I told you, based on my review, what you did in 

Philadelphia and what the Doyle report recommended are not 

consistent, would that refresh your recollection?" 

(THE WITNESS:) "I would like to talk 

to my lawyer in recess, please." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Fine. It's now ten 

fifty-six." 

MR. GALLAGHER: tllllllIlI .......... E~nd 
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2 

3 MS. McCARTNEY: 

4 MR. GALLAGHER: 

5 

6 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

7 "Q. Before we broke, there was a question posed and, 

8 Cardinal, it's agreed that we will discuss this with the 

9 Supervising Judge. 

10 "Do you understand that, sir? 

11 "A. Yes. 

12 "Q. Okay. Cardinal, there's a publication called the 

13 National Catholic Reporter. 

14 "Are you familiar with that? 

15 "A. I'm familiar with the publication, yes. 

16 "Q. Okay. And they did a cover story on May 17, 2002, 

17 entitled 'Sex Abuse Crisis: What They Knew in 1985.' 

~- .~ "--- ,- " -

18 "I want to ask you and this article was written 

19 by Thomas C. Fox. In the article it was reported that 

20 Auxiliary Bishop "A. James Quinn of Cleveland -- are you 

21 familiar with him, Cardinal? 

22 "A. Yes. 

23 "Q. He suggested in a 1990 speech that church leaders 

24 hide records of abusive priests by sending them to the 

25 Vatican Embassy as the Embassy has diplomatic immunity: 
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"Were you present at that speech? 

I don't recall it. 

Okay. Did you ever hear anything concerning or 

5 were you aware of this suggestion, of the suggestion by 

6 Bishop Quinn? 

41 

7 "A. I just was aware of it through newspaper reports 

8 that he said that. 

9 "Q. Okay. Have you ever directed anyone in the 

10 Archdiocese of Philadelphia to send records of abusive 

11 priests to the Vatican Embassy? 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

Now, Cardinal, I'd like to discuss a series of 

14 events that happened last year as a result of press 

15 releases by the Archdiocese. 

16 "In February 2002 or February 22, 2002, the 

17 spokeswoman, Catherine Rossi -- she works for you, 

18 correct? 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

And the press releases that she generates for the 

21 Archdiocese, are they all approved by you? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

riA. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. 

Okay. Who has that responsibility? 

Generally, I would say Monsignor Cistone. 

There was a series of press releases in February 
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2 and up through April by the Archdiocese on this sexual 

3 abuse crisis generated by Catherine Rossi. 

42 

4 "Were you involved in the drafting of them and the 

5 approval of them? 

6 "A. I don't recall all of them. I don't know what 

7 they are. 

S "There may have been some that I approved of. 

9 Others she may have spoken on her own authority or 

10 generally with Monsignor Cistone. 

11 "Q. All right. On February 22, 2002 -- let me ask you 

12 about a specific one -- Catherine Rossi announced that the 

13 Philadelphia Archdiocese knows of, quote, credible 

14 evidence, end quote, of child abuse with thirty-five 

15 diocesan priests since 1950, which also included fifty 

16 children. 

17 "Were you involved in the drafting and the 

18 publication of that press release? 

19 "A. I know of, you know, that information, but I can't 

20 say that I was personally involved in that. 

21 

22 

"Q. 

!lA. 

Who was involved in it? 

That would have been the -- it would have been 

23 Monsignor Lynn as far as the statistics and possibly 

24 approved by Monsignor Cistone. 

25 "Q. But not approved by you? 
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I'm not saying it was. I don't recall being the 

3 one to approve it. 

4 "Q. SO it could have been approved by you? 

5 "A. Possibly. 

6 "Q. Okay. I mean, this was a major announcement by 

7 the Archdiocese of Philadelphia about the existence of 

8 clergy abuse of minors, and you weren't involved? 

9 

10 

11 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

I'm not saying that. 

What are you saying then, Cardinal? 

I'm just saying that I can't recall specifically. 

12 I think there's a good possibility that I did approve of 

13 

14 

that. 

"Q. Okay. Do you know what the basis is for the 

15 numbers that were given, credible evidence of thirty-five 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

priests over the past since 1950? 

"A. It would have been information that was compiled 

by Monsignor Lynn. 

"Q. Okay. In response to the grand jury subpoena, the 

Archdiocese has handed over sexual abuse files involving 

approximately a hundred and twenty priests. 

"Cardinal, do you know why there's a difference in 

23 the numbers; that is, we got a hundred and twenty files, 

24 and the Archdiocese indicated last February there were 

25 thirty-five cases? 
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r. . wha t you read to me f rom the pres s 

3 release, I think you used the word thirty-five credible 

4 allegations. 

5 "Q. Correct. 

6 "A. Is that true? 

7 "Q. Yes. 

8 "A. And it refers to our priests, Diocesan priests? 

44 

9 "When you gave that number yesterday, a hundred and 

10 twenty, I told you it was the first time I heard that 

11 number, and I~d have to say that it means that there are 

12 differences between the thirty-five priests and the rest 

13 of them, probably in large number. 

14 "There may have been over the years a number of 

15 those priests that included a hundred and twenty that 

16 there was no credible allegation. There may have been an 

17 accusation, but it could have been f volous. 

18 "It could be a variety of other reasons. It could 

19 be, for example, that they were anonymous, there's no 

20 follow up. So it could be a series of reasons why you 

21 have a hundred and twenty instead of the thirty-five that 

22 are -- in which there were credible allegations, and that 

23 thirty-five, I know Monsignor Lynn has, you know, checked 

24 very carefully, and that's the number they came up with. 

25 "Q. Okay. And did you see what he checked when he 
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2 came up with that number? 

3 "A. No, I trusted him. He checked all the files. 

4 "That I know. 

5 "Q. Okay. Do you know the names of those thirty-five 

6 credible evidence cases? 

7 "A. I could not remember all of them. No. 

8 "Q. Okay. Would you be able to get that from 

9 Monsignor Lynn and provide it to us?" 

10 (THE WITNESS:) "Yes. We could provide 

11 the names, which is again -- I mean, as far as we 

12 know, that's the number." 

13 (MR. GALLAGHER:) "Now, I'd like this 

14 next document to be -- thank you. And I'll be 

15 checking with your attorneys to get that. 

16 "I'd like to mark this next document as 

17 grand jury exhibit nine fifty-seven." 
--- --" - .~. _._. 

18 

19 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

20 "Q. Cardinal, that is an Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

21 Priest Data Profile on thirteen priests. 

22 "Would you take a moment and just look to see if 

23 you also have thirteen. 

24 "We have Reverend Richard McLoughlin? 

25 "A. Right. 
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Reverend Thomas Wisniewski, Reverend Francis J. 

3 Gallagher?" 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

" ( MR. HODGSON:) 

Joseph Gallagher. 

"(THE WITNESS:) 

here. You have Joseph." 

(BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

Excuse me. We have 

Maybe it's behind 

"Q. Reverend Joseph P. Gallagher, Reverend, Craig F. 

Brugger, Reverend Sylwester Wiejata, Reverend Stanley M. 

Gana, Reverend John J. Delli Carpini, Monsignor John E. 

Gillespie, Reverend Thomas J. Grumm, Reverend Albert T. 

13 Kostelnick, and Reverend James E. Maguire, and finally 

14 Reverend David W. Givey. That's thirteen; is that 

15 correct? 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. Are you familiar with those priests? 

Except one. I'm sorry, but I -- it doesn't. 

19 it's just that I don't recollect it that well, but they 

20 are our priests. 

21 "Q. Now, these data profiles indicate that twelve of 

22 these priests, excluding Father Givey, who was given 

23 administrative leave on -- he's the last in the group. 

24 "He was given administrative leave or leave of 

25 absence on November 5 of 2001, but the other twelve, they 
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2 were all given either administrative leave or laicized 

3 between March 4, 2002, and May 20, 2002. 

4 "The exhibit is put in chronological order, 

5 Cardinal, from those two dates. Do you know why the 
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6 Archdiocese or you waited until 2002 to put those priests 

7 on an administrative leave or separated? 

8 "A. Why? 

9 "Q. Yes. 

10 "A. We it wasn't a question of waiting. We -- the 

11 ones I see here, I think most of them were on restricted 

12 ministry up until that time, and we decided at that time 

13 to remove them from all ministry. 

14 "If these were accused. I'm trying to --

15 except one, which came afterwards, and that's Father 

16 Brugger. That came later. 

17 "Q. But all of these you had previous allegations 

18 against; is that correct? 

19 "A. I have to say that some of these I did not know 

20 there were previous allegations of sexual abuse of a 

21 minor, that they were -- for example, I'm talking -- may 

22 I. If I may give an example. 

23 "Q. Certainly. 

24 "A. With Father Wiejata, that was news to me when I 

25 found out that abuse of a minor was involved. He was 
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2 there were allegations of him having sex with female 

3 adults, but I did not realize that it was with a minor, I 

4 mean, until much later. 

5 "And I do not -- there's another one here that 

6 Father Grumm. I do not have any'memory of him having any 

7 allegations. I'm not saying there weren't, but I'm not 

8 I cannot recall that, being told about that, or I don't 

9 remember it. 

10 "Q. You will agree that these thirteen priests are 

11 thirteen of the files that we received from the 

12 Archdiocese as a result of our subpoena; is that correct? 

13 

14 

"A. 

"Q. 

I presume that, yes. 

And as far as Father Wiejata is concerned, he was 

15 actually laicized 

16 

17 

18 

19 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

20 Wlejata? 

21 

22 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

-- on March 26, 2002; is that correct? 

Yes. 

That's what this profile indicates on Sylwester 

I see it there. Yes. 

Okay. But he actually was put on administrative 

23 leave back in July of 1999 and remained on administrative 

24 leave until March of 2002; is that correct? 

25 !lA. Yes. 
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Could we go back to the first priest that was 
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3 given administrative leave after your press announcement, 

4 and that is Father Richard J. McLoughlin. That indicates 

5 he was given administrative leave -- strike that. 

6 "Are priests given administrative leaves, or are 

7 they directed to take administrative leave? 

8 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

10 happen? 

(No response.) 

It's a matter of semantics, but how does this 

11 "A. Generally, if it's some kind of a misconduct that 

12 requires a separation from functioning in the diocese, it 

13 will be given to him. 

14 "Q. Okay. So this happened on March 4, 2002. Since 

15 that time, Father McLoughlin's address has been listed as 

16 care of the Secretary for the Clergy, 222 North 17th 

17 street. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

"That's Monsignor Lynn's office; is that correct? 

"A. That is correct. 

"Q. Okay. Do you know if this priest is currently in 

the Archdiocese of Philadelphia? 

"A. Physically, I do not know whether he's physically 

in the Archdiocese. 

"Q. Is he permitted to perform ministry in the 

25 Archdiocese of Philadelphia? 
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I'm presuming he's one of the ones accused. 
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Like 

3 I said, I don't know the details of all of them, that he 

4 would not be permitted. 

5 s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

(THE WITNESS:) "See, some of these --

I mean, there are so many here, I can't recall all 

the details of that, so I don't recall whether or 

not -- what his status is right now. But if he was 

11 found guilty of sexual abuse of a minor, then he 

12 would not have any functions whatsoever." 

13 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

14 "Q. Okay. Well, would you please look at his previous 

15 assignments on that, and if you examine down the list of 

16 previous assignments, it indicates that from June of 1990 

17 until April of 1994, he was the parochial vicar of Saint 

18 Bede the Venerable in Holland; is that correct? 

19 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

That's what it says there. 

Do you recall that that's where you assigned him? 

No. Except what it says here, I do not recall 

22 personally. 

23 

24 

"Q. And in June of 19 strike that. 

"In April of 1994, he was granted administrative 

25 leave for the period through January of 2001j is that 
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2 correct? 

3 "A. That's what it says here. 

4 "Q. Okay. And it also indicates that from April of 

5 1994 until May of 1995, he resided at Presentation B.V.M. 

6 in Wynnewood, is that correct? 

7 "A. That's what it states here. 

8 "Q. And then the next time period, June 1994 through 

9 January of 2001, he resided -- it also says Philadelphia, 

10 PA. 

11 "It doesn't give any particulars; is that correct? 

12 "A. That's what it states. 

13 "Q. Okay. And then in January of 2001 he was 

14 appointed the chaplain at Camilla Hall and served that 

15 position until March of 2002 when he was again granted or 

16 ordered on administrative leave; is that correct? 

17 "A. That's what it states here, yes. 

18 ItQ. Do you know, Cardinal, whether or not Father 

19 McLoughlin, had the opportunity to have contact with 

20 children at Resurrection B.V.M. and as the chaplain of 

21 Camilla Hall? 

22 itA. Ordinarily, there wouldn't be children there, so 

23 I -- but I can't -- I don't know. 

24 "Q. Well, when you say there, that's a compound 

25 question. Let me ask you one at a time. 
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"How about at Presentation B.V.M., Wynnewood? He 

was there for a year and a month. April '94 to May of 

4 ' 95. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"That's a large parish out in Wynnewood, isn't it? 

"A. Yes. 

"Q. Okay. And it has a parish school? 

itA. I -- I don't know. I mean, I don't know all the 

details of every parish. 

"Q. Okay. Well, if I were to tell you that the 

Catholic Directory indicates that it does have a Catholic 

school, you would agree that that's correct? 

itA. Yes, but your answer to your question, if he was 

14 there under supervision, I don't remember the details of 

15 all of these. May I say then he would not be allowed to 

16 go near the schoolchildren. 

17 "Camilla Hall is an infirmary for aged and sick 

·18 ···sTst:ers··Of·tnelmmaculat:.e Heart,· so ordinar ily there 

19 wouldn't be children there. 

20 "Q. But those sisters have families, don't they, 

21 Cardinal? 

22 

23 

"A. 

"Q. 

Sure. 

And those families and brothers and sisters, where 

24 their own children visit Camilla Hall and the nuns; is 

25 that correct? 
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"A. I would presume so, but they would be just -- I 

mean, these are aged sisters, most of them. If they 

53 

4 brought children there, grandchildren, you know, brothers 

5 and sisters or whatever of the sisters, they'd only be 

6 there for a short period of time, ordinarily for visit, 

7 and it would seem to me they would be there with their 

8 parents. 

9 "Q. But would they have interaction with the priests 

10 that are there? 

11 

12 

13 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

rrhey might. 

Could we turn to the next priest. 

May I add one thing. That's not his function. 

14 His function as a chaplain at Camilla Hall would be to say 

15 Mass for the sisters and conduct any liturgical 

16 celebrations. It's not -- like, that would be his major 

17 function. 

18 

19 

"Q. Well, let me ask you a hypothetical, Cardinal. 

"Camilla Hall has every year a function, fund 

20 raising function, for the elderly nuns and for the 

21 families of those nuns to attend where many children 

22 attend. 

23 "Do you know for a fact whether or not Father 

24 McLoughlin attended those also? 

25 "A. I do not know that. 
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[t's possible that he would have the opportunity 

3 to have contact with children at Camilla Hall; yes or no, 

4 Cardinal? 

5 "A. What do you mean by contact, may I ask, so I know 

6 the definition? 

7 "Q. By contact, meet the children, say hello to the 

8 children, be involved with the children while they're 

9 attending this affair or while they're visiting their 

10 loved one. 

11 "A. Well, to have contact in that sense of term, 

12 greeting them or anything, that's possible. 

13 "Q. Could you turn to the next priest, Father Thomas 

14 Wisniewski. 

15 "With Father Wisniewski, the profile indicates that 

16 he was given administrative leave on March 15, 2002; is 

17 that correct? 

18 

19 

20 

"A. Yes. 

"Q. And if we could go down to the previous 

assignments, it indicates that he was the parochial vicar 

21 at Saint Pius X in Broomall from June of 1991 through July 

22 of 1992; is that correct, Cardinal? 

23 "A. Yes. 

24 "Q. And in July of 1992 until September of 1993, he 

25 was on health leave, and he resided for that time period 
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2 at Saint John Vianney Hospital? 

3 "1\. Yes. 

4 "Q. Is that correct? 

5 "A. Yes. 

6 "Q. And then from September of I 93 through June of 

7 '95, he was the staff, Office of the Metropolitan 

8 Tribunal; is that correct? 

9 

10 

itA. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

What is the staff of the Office of the 

11 Metropolitan Tribunal?" 

12 MS. McCARTNEY: 

13 ..... 

14 MR. GALLAGHER: 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(Hearing concluded.) 
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the notes taken by me on the trial of the above 

cause, and that this copy is a correct transcript 

of the same. 

The foregoing record of the proceedings upon 
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1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 MS. COX: 

3 

4 - --.- --------
.J , 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 MS. COX: 

10 

11 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, 

12 having been previously sworn, was examined and 

13 testified as follows: 

14 

15 BY MS. COX: 

16 Q. Good morning, your Eminence. 

18 Q. Cardinal, would you please state your name for the 

19 record. 

20 A. My name is Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua. 

21 Q. And you're here with counsel. 
, . 

22 MS. COX: If counsel could identify 

23 himself. 

24 MR. HODGSON: Yes. 

25 I am Clark Hodgson. I practice at the 
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2 

3 

law firm of Stradley, Ronon, Stevens and Young, and 

'I represent his Eminence. 

4 BY MS. COX: 

5 Q. Your Eminence, do you recall back in June of this 

6 year when you appeared in front of the Honorable Darnell 

7 Jones? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q'. 

Yes. 

And do you recall at that time he advised you of 

10 your rights and obligations as a witness? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And did you understand your rights at that time, 

13 and do you understand them today? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And do you understand you have the right to consult 

16 with counsel before, during and after your testimony 

17 today? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Are you ready to proceed? 

Yes. 

Okay. Thank you. 

22 Cardinal, you previously testified that in December 

23 of 1983 you became Bishop of Pittsburgh, the Diocese of 

24 Pittsburgh. 

25 As a newly appointed bishop at that time, did you 
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2 try to keep on top of current events nationally and 

locally? 

A. I tried. 

3 

4 

5 Q. And at that time, were you also a reader of the New 

6 York Times? 

7 

8 

9 

A. 

time. 

Q. 

I don't recall that I did hit regularly at that 

I don't recall that. Certainly local papers. 

Would people on your staff bring articles to your 

10 attention that concerned the Catholic Church? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

No. Not generally there. 

Did you try keep on top of articles that would 

13 affect issues affecting the Catholic Church? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

I would try. 

And back in 1984, in the fall of 1984, did you 

16 become aware of the case of Reverend Gilbert Gauthe, 

17 G-A-U-T-H-E? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

I did. 

And do you recall that Reverend Gauthe had been 

20 accused down in the Lafayette Diocese of Louisiapa with 

21 molesting approximately seventy children? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

I recall it was a number of children. 

Okay. And do you remember that when that story 

24 became national, it was rather a crisis for the Church at 

25 that time? 
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Yes. 

And in fact, it later became publicized in 

4 approximately 1985 that the bishop down in Louisiana knew 

5 about allegations regarding Father Gauthe and nevertheless 

6 transferred him; were you aware of that? 

7 A. I don't know the specifics of it, but I knew there 

8 was a great deal of controversy. 

9 Q. And would you agree that that would cause even 

10 greater scandal to the Church if people found out that the 

11 bishop transferred an individual who had been accused of 

12 sexually molesting children? 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

Knowingly, yes, it would cause scandal. 

And were you aware that -- did you know Bishop 

15 Frey, who was the bishop down there at the time? 

16 A. No, I did not. 

17 Q. You didn't know him through the National Catholic 

18 Conference of Bishops to see at least? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

No, I did not know him very well. 

Okay. And were you aware that the children who 

21 were the victims of Father Gauthe were as young as seven 

22 years old? 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

I don't recall any ages. 

Okay. 

If there were, I just don't recollect that. 



'/ 

6 

ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

Q. And do you recall that he was charged with 

1 

2 

3 basically raping, sodomizing and photographing children as 

4 young as seven and as old as thirteen? 

5 A. I don't recall the ages. I knew it was sexual 

6 abuse of minors. 

7 Q. And do you recall that the Vatican at that time was 

8 so concerned about this case that they asked Father Thomas 

9 Doyle to go down to Louisiana and to monitor the documents 

10 that were being filed in the case? 

I do not know that. 11 

12 

A. 

Q. Did you know that the Vatican sent Bishop James 

13 Quinn to Louisiana to monitor the situation? 

I did not know that. 14 

15 

A. 

Q. But you did know that it was in fac~ a rather large 

16 scandal for the Catholic Church? 

Yes. 

18 Q. And you tried to keep on top of the --

19 A. I tried. 

20 Q. And did you also become aware that Father Gauthe 

21 was facing life imprisonment as a result of his --

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

I didn't know about that. I don't recollect. 

Sure. Sure, but you did know at the time that 

24 molesting a child was a crime? 

25 A. Yes. 



.. I 

1 

2 Q. 

ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

And at that point you had been a bishop for less 

3 than one year when the Gauthe story first broke; is that 

4 true? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I came in the latter part of '83. 

Yes. 

So about that. 

Sure. And once the Gauthe story became national 

9 news, do you recall that it was somewhat of a watershed 

10 and numerous other complaints surfaced throughout the 

11 country very rapidly in 1985 accusing priests throughout 

12 the country of abusing children? 

7 

13 A. I don't recall how extensive it was, but there was 

14 a fallout. 

15 Q. And the National Conference of Bishops immediately 

16 became concerned about the Gauthe case and tried to alert 

17 the bishops in terms of these kinds of problems. 

18 Do you recall that? 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

They began to alert us about it. 

Yes. 

MS. COX: If I may, I would like to 

22 mark this exhibit nine seventy-five. 

23 (GJ-975 was marked for identification.) 

24 BY MS. COX: 

25 Q. And, your Eminence, for the record -
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2 MR. HODGSON: Excuse me. 

3 (Pause. ) 

4 BY MS. COX: 

5 Q. 11m handing you a printout from the United States 

6 Catholic Conference of Bishops, Office of Communication, 

7 from their website, and it's entitled "Efforts to Combat 

8 Clergy Sexual Abuse Against Minors: A Chronology." 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Have you ever seen this document before? 

11 A. I don't recall. 

12 Q. Okay. And if I direct your attention to the first 

13 paragraph, it says in 1992, the National Conference of 

14 Bishops--

15 MR. HODGSON: Wait a minute. Wait a 

16 minute. 

18 MS. COX: 1'm sorry. '82 . I 

19 apologize. 

20 BY MS. COX: 

21 Q. Even before the Gauthe crisis in 1982, the National 

22 Conference was assisting two dioceses in dealing with 

23 these kinds of problems. 

24 Do you recall that? 

25 A. No. 
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2 

3 

Q. Okay. And moving down to 1984, on the exhibit, it 

indicates that the National Conference began to consider 

4 these problems a result of the Gauthe case; is that 

5 correct? 

6 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

says: 

I see that there. 

And in the same paragraph, towards the end, it 

"Additional claimants in other dioceses come 

9 forward. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Does that refresh your recollection in terms of 

No. 

-- other claimants and other dioceses? 

No. 

Okay. And directing your attention down to 1985, 

15 it indicates th~t the National Conference of Bishops began 

16 to make uniform suggestions to the bishops in terms of 

at they could do in their own diocese, and it 

18 indicates -- and if you could follow along with me to make 

19 sure I'm reading it correctly: "Number one, remove the 

20 alleged offender from assignment; two" 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Where are you? Forgive me. 

I'm at 1985? 

June? 

No. Just 1985. 

Oh, okay. Sorry. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Q. Where it says "number onet" it's about four lines 

up from the bottom. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you see that? 

Yes. 

Okay. "Remove the alleged offender from 

7 assignment; two t refer the alleged offender for 

8 professional medical evaluation; three t deal promptly with 

9 the victim and his or her family to offer the solace and 

10 support of the Church; and four t make efforts to protect 

11 the confidential nature of the claim; and five, comply 

12 with the obligations of civil law and make appropriate 

13 notifications." 

14 Do you recall that? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Okay. 

I -- I was not one of the individual dioceses. 

Oh t I understand, but do you recall the National 

19 Conference was trying to take some steps at that point? 

20 A. With individual dioceses? NOt I do not recall 

21 that. 

22 Q. Do you recall they were trying to be a resource, 

23 provide resource materials for the bishops so the bishops 

24 could deal with this? 

25 A. It was around that time they began. 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

Q. And directing your attention down to June of 1985, 

do you recall that the National Conference held a 

conference in Collegeville, Minnesota? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And at that time presented a psychiatrist, a lawyer 

7 and a bishop to discuss various aspects of the problem? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I remember there were experts there. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

And did you attend that conference? 

And experts talked about the nature of pedophilia 

12 and the issues the bishops should be concerned with? 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And were you familiar that in 1985 the Washington 

15 Post had published an article indicating that there was a 

16 claim of sexual abuse in your diocese, the Pittsburgh 

17 diocese at the time? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Did you know that any of your cases had made the 

20 press at that time? 

21 A. I recall -- I don't recall their making the --

22 getting publicity in the press, but I presume it was 

23 because there were a few cas~s there in my time. 

24 Q. And do you recall Time Magazine in 1985 ran a large 

25 article indicating that in the past fifteen months, at the 
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2 time of the article r new -- excuse me -- in the past 

month r fifteen cases r new cases r throughout the country 

carne forward regarding priests abusing children? 

I don't recall them. 

12 

3 

4 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. Okay. As a result of the information you received 

7 both from the National Conference and from trying to keep 

8 abreast of this in your own diocese r what if any steps did 

9 you try to take in your diocese to prevent this kind of a 

10 problem from happening? 

11 A. The only thing I can recall r just generallYr was 

12 that when we learned about the abuse problem r which is all 

13 new to uS r that I know we established some kind of a 

14 policy in Pittsburghr not writtenr but a policy to guide 

15 us, to deal with the some of the cases that occurred then; 

16 and that was -- primarilYr it involved r you know r sending 

17 them -- you know r listening to them r trying to ascertain 

18 what happened when the case was presented . 

19 

20 

21 

We also . . we generally referred to our legal 

counsel. They would be sent away for medical evaluation 

and treatment and that they would they would --

22 depended a great deal on the medical advice, whether or 

23 not they could be restored to ministry; and -- but I think 

24 at that time, and I can't be absolutely sure, that we did 

25 not -- certainly did not return them to any ministry that 
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2 involved any kind of contact with young people. 

3 Q. And was that because you were concerned that they 

4 might offend again? 

5 A. We always had that concern, but even though it was 

6 not that certain at that time, the medical advice 

7 sometimes was not very strong about that. 

8 In other words, we abided a great deal, or it was a 

9 major factor, was what did the -- what the facility that 

10 we sent the priest to would recommend. 

11 But I -- I think at the time it was that we felt 

12 that we avoid any possibility by having any contact with 

13 young people, children or young people. That's my 

14 recollection. 

15 Q. And you knew at that time that pedophilia was an 

16 addiction. 

17 

18 

A. That was pretty early. I did not -- I can't say I 

recollected that pedophilia was an addiction. It was only 

19 then we began to understand what pedophilia was, and 

20 that but I cannot recollect that we knew that it was 

21 something incurable at the time. 

22 

23 

Q. 

A. 

I'm going to oh, I'm sorry. 

I say, to repeat, that I don't know at that time I 

24 would have known that it was an addiction as you asked. 

25 Q. Okay. I'm going to pass over to you what's going 
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2 be marked grand jury exhibit nine seventy-six. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

(GJ-976 was marked for identification.) 

MS. COX: For the record, this is a 

reprint from Time Magazine, July 1, 1985. The 

third paragraph indicates that they mention that in 

the past month, which would be within one month of 

July of 1985, fifteen other cases had come forward, 

and they talked about the various charges against 

various clerics throughout the country. 

11 BY MS. COX: 

12 

13 

Q. And the last paragraph, if you direct your 

attention down there, it says: "Pederasty is a puzzling 

14 perverSion." 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Magazine? 

MR. HODGSON: Where are you? 

MS. COX: The very last paragraph. 

THE WITNESS: Of the first page? 

MS. COX: Of the first page. 

THE WITNESS: I don't see 

MS. COX: Does the top of your 

THE WITNESS: 

MR. HODGSON: 

MS. COX: 

THE WITNESS: 

It's not here. 

It's not here. 

indicate or say Time 

No. It's the Washington 
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Post. 2 

3 MS. COX: Oh, I'm sorry. Let me pas s 

over this one. 4 

5 MR. HODGSON: I have the Time Magazine. 

6 BY MS. COX: 

7 Q. I direct your attention to the last paragraph: 

8 "Pederasty is a puzzling perversion l which to many experts 

9 seems essentially incurable." 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. Does that refresh your recollection in terms of 

12 what many experts were saying back then? 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Okay. And at that time, were you aware of the kind 

15 of harm that could be caused to a child if they were 

16 sexuall abused? 

A. I felt it, but I cannot say I recollect that 

experts were, you know, saying this. I could see I 

17 

18 

19 

20 

could sense it myself, the great harm. I thought it was a 

horrendous thing. But there were also, ~ay, experts at 

21 the time that I did not agree with them, that said it may 

22 not cause that much harm. 

23 Kinsey himself I recall one time saying he didn/t 

24 think it would cause that much harm, so it's here I notice 

25 it says, "to many experts seems essentially incurable," 
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2 though there are some who would probably -- according to 

3 that statement, there's some who did not think the same 

4 thing. 

5 Q. But in terms of your own diocese, having seen what 

6 happened in the Louisiana Lafayette diocese and the crisis 

7 it caused the Church, was it your determination when you 

8 returned in Pittsburgh not to let the same kind of thing 

9 ever happen in your diocese? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

That's right. 

And what if any lessons did you take away from the 

12 Gauthe case where he was allowed to abuse children in 

13 diocese after diocese when they knowingly transferred him? 

14 

15 

A. 

he 

Well, I would have been totally against that, and 

I would -- I would -- if I had -- if I had been 

16 there and known this, this is knowingly, he would not have 

17 been associated in any kind of ministry. 

18 Q. So you would agree that it would be a mistake to 

19 transfer someone to a new diocese -- excuse me -- a new 

20 parish if the person had been accused of sexually 

21 molesting a child? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Knowingly, it would be very wrong. 

When you say knowingly, you're referring to the 

24 person making the transfer decision? 

25 A. That's right. That person knew that he had been 
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2 guilty of this. 

~ 3 

4 

5 THE WITNESS: Or credibly. 

6 BY MS. COX: 

7 Q. Now, directing your attention again back to the 

8 bottom of what's been marked nine seventy-five, this is 

9 the National Catholic Conference exhibit? 

A. Yes. 10 

11 Q. And by the way, the National Catholic Conference of 

12 Bishops, which is now known as the United States Catholic 

13 Conference of Bishops, would that be equivalent to a trade 

14 group in a civil context? 

15 A. It's hard to compare it. What do you mean by that, 

16 a trade group? 

17 Q. Is it an organization that is there for the benefit 

18 of the bishops in terms of a support group providing 

19 information? 

20 A. It begins to approach that. 

21 Q. SO directing your attention to the last paragraph 

22 on exhibit nine seventy-five, where it says "1985$ 

23 continued," it indicates, and tell me if I'm reading this 

24 correctly, "The Reverend Michael Peterson, president of 

25 Saint Luke Institute, and the Reverend Thomas Doyle, canon 
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2 lawyer on the staff of the Apostolic Nunciature l and 

3 Attorney Raymond Mouton l lawyer for Father Gauthe l draft a 

4 resource paper entitled "The Problem of Sexual Molestation 

5 by Roman Catholic Clergy~ Meeting the Problem in a 

6 Comprehensive and Responsible Manner." 

7 Do you recall that the authors of this document had 

8 been involved in the Gauthe easel that Reverend Mouton had 

9 been defense counsel for Gilbert Gauthe? 

10 A. I do not recall that, but I -- those names are 

11 familiar. 

12 Q. It would have been likely you would have known at 

13 the time, I take it? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

At that time, possibly. 

And you previously testified that you recalled, you 

16 think you received a copy of that along 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I think I did. 

-- along with the other bishops? 

19 And given the crisis that had occurred with the 

20 Gauthe case, I take it you would have wanted to know as 

21 much as you possibly could about this problem? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And would you agree that the Gauthe case was 

24 probably the biggest scandal in the Catholic Church since 

25 you had been ordained in 1949? 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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No. 

You wouldn't? 

What would have been a bigger scandal? 

We're dealing with two thousand years of history. 

So since you've been ordained in 19 --

Oh/ that I had -- happened since I was ordained? 

Since you were ordained in 1949/ would you agree 

9 that the Gauthe scandal was the biggest crisis in the 

10 Catholic Church in the United States? Since the time of 

11 your ordination/ not in the history of the Church. 

12 A. I guess it was. I'd have to say the most notorious 

13 at the time. 

14 At the time -- you have to understand. I don't 

15 know whether it was -- I would have to say for myself/ an 

16 enormous amount of publicity that has ever been received, 

17 I would say yes, of something that would be notorious and 

18 evil. 

19 Q. Now, this was not something that you would ever 

20 want to see happen in your diocese, I take it? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

No. That is correct. 

NOW, directing your attention to the second page of 

23 exhibit nine seventy-five, it indicates about eight lines 

24 down, if you can find that spot, "An NCCB/USCC staff 

25 review." 
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ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

Right. 

Have you found that spot? 

Yes. 

20 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 Q. "Finds that, with few exceptions, issues identif ied 

6 in the report," and they're referring to the Doyle 

7 Peterson Mouton report here, "have already been analyzed 

8 for the bishops by the National Catholic Conference of 

9 Bishops' staff and other experts, especially at the 

10 Collegeville meeting. Major difference: The report's 

11 suggestion of a national intervention team." 

12 Now, do you recall that the National Catholic 

13 Conference of Bishops basically had presented the bishops 

14 with the same kind of information that was contained in 

15 this Doyle manual so the bishops could respond in their 

A. I do not recall that it was considered, you know, 17 

18 substantially the same as the Doyle. I do not recall 

19 that. 

20 Q. Would you dispute the National Conference of 

21 Bishops' conclusion that it was substantially the same 

22 except for the intervention team? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

No, I would not dispute that. 

Now, continuing down on the same exhibit, in 1986 

25 and 1987, the National Catholic Conference of Bishops in 
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this statement, on their website, indicates how they were 

encouraging bishops in their own diocese to deal with 

personnel problems, and they were acknowledging the scope 

and extent of the crisis of priests abusing children. 

Is that correct? 

A. I see that. 

Q. Now, by 1988, you were transferred and actually 

made Archbishop the of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; is 

that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And do you recall -- I'm going to hand you a copy 

of an exhibit that was previously marked nine fifty-six? 

MS. COX: 

exhibit is captioned: 

And for the record, this 

"It's Your Call with Lynn 

D 

Bevilacqua. 

"On CNS TV. 

"Questions for the Cardinal. 

"Interview of Anthony Cardinal 

"Taped June 24, 2002." 

22 BY MS. COX: 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you recall that interview? 

Yes. 

And directing your attention to page two of the 
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2 transcript, the last paragraph, five lines down, beginning 

3 with the word "but," "but also," have you seen that? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

No. The last paragraph on page two? 

The last paragraph on page two, the words "but also 

6 the impression that was given." 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

By the media? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

"But also the impression that was given by the 

11 media at times" -- excuse me. 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

I see that. 

"But also the impression that was given by the 

14 media at times was that the bishops never did anything 

15 about this. You know, we started -- when it was first 

17 with workshops. We had many experts speak to us at our 

18 conferences." 

19 And coming down a couple lines, "But a lot of 

20 reform did take place." 

21 And directing your attention to page three, at the 

22 top, the question was posed by Lynn Doyle: "And that's 

23 because, in your opinion, of the reform that started as 

24 far back as 1985?" And your answer: "Most of the bishop~ 

25 I think cooperated with that." 
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And did I read that correctly? 

Yes. 

23 

1 

2 

3 

4 

A. 

Q. And you would agree that you also cooperated with 

5 the reform and were interested in making sure that no 

6 child was ever placed at risk in any of your dioceses; is 

7 that correct? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 

11 

Q. Good morning Cardinal. 

You were actually appointed Archbishop of 

12 Philadelphia in June of 1987; is that correct? 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A . 

. ··f6 .. Q: 

No. 

When? 

No. I -- I was appointed in December of '87. 

17 February of '88; is that right? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

That's correct. 

And during that period of time, between your 

20 appointment and your installation, were you the one that 

21 made the decisions in Philadelphia, or was that still 

22 

23 

24 

Cardinal Krol's responsibility? 

A. 

Q. 

Cardinal Krol. 

Okay. During that period of time, the transitional 

25 period, you were trying to familiarize yourself with the 
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2 Archdiocese of Philadelphiai is that fair to say? 

3 A. Trying, but not strongly, because I had to still 

4 run the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

5 Q. Okay. And you were actually then installed in 

6 February of 1988, at which pOint in time you became the 

7 one that made the decisions with regard to the Archdiocese 

8 of Philadelphia --

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

-- correct? 

11 And you've already testified previously that you 

12 were the ultimate decision maker with regard to any 

13 decision that occurred in the Archdiocese as it affected 

14 the Catholic Churchi is that fair to say? 

15 A. For the more important ones. I mean, not every 

16 .. ···d e c Is Ion .·Mu ch·OT tne·aQinTnl st rat Ive- wor'kI·de 1 e'9-a t::-eci= to 

17 others. 

18 Q. Okay. But in terms of transferring and assignments 

19 of priests --

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

-- ultimately, all of those decisions were yours to 

22 make; is that right? 

23 A. That is correct. 

24 Q. Okay. And when you first became Archbishop of 

25 Philadelphia in 1988, you set up an advisory committee; is 
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2 that right? 

3 A. What do you mean by an advisory committee? On this 

4 issue or advisory committee to myself? What--

5 Q. An advisory committee to familiarize yourself with 

6 what was going on within the Archdiocese of Philadelphia? 

7 

8 

A. I don't recall any advisory committee that I set up 

then as soon as I came in. I have -- by law there are 

9 advisory committees. 

10 

11 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

One being the Priest Council, which I had to 

12 install, which I did several months after I came here. 

13 

14 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

I had a -- I had -- one or two of my top staff were 

15 kind of personal advisors to me, but I did not have a 

16 ·formaladvIsory·oodY5utsHleoi:n what··s· :requi·!"@Q I¥oukno~ 

17 allowed by the law itself. 

18 Q. What about a transitional committee? Did you have 

19 any persons from Cardinal Krol's administration working in 

20 coordination with those that you were going to make 

21 important in your administration? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

There was no committee set up in that way. 

And who were your closest advisors that you 

24 mentioned when you first came to Philadelphia? 

25 A. When I first came here, it must have been at least 
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six, about six or so months that I depended upon the ones 

that were already in place in the office, and that would 

have been Cardinal Krol's secretary. It would have been 

the Chancellor of the diocese. It would have been also 

the Vicar General of the diocese. 

Those would be the top advisors that I would have 

consulted with for a while until I began to form my 

make my own appointees. 

Q. Now, you first came here in February, as we've 

already discussed, the fact that the NCCB was addressing 

this issue of clergy sexual abuse, and it was discussed at 

the various meetings that were held from the point in time 

of the Gauthe case forward through 1988; is that right? 

A. Correct. 

I6 ~. AlTdt h-ey . ha-dp ro :\Tid e d H¥ 0111' nYCJ_llHCis.well as the 0 the r 

17 bishops, with a number of resource materials in terms of 

18 how to address this issue and what the medical opinions at 

19 the time were; is that right? 

20 A. Yes, but you have to understand it wasn't -- there 

21 was a constant influx of resource materials. 

22 Q. I understand that, but the conference themselves 

23 provided you with information 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. At times. 

-- is that right? 
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At times. 

And there was also obviously information that could 

4 have been obtained through sources over the NCCB on this 

5 issuei is that right? 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

Individuals could have gone and done research by 

8 themselves or had set up committees tOr you know, speak 

9 with experts and things like that; is that fair to say? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Did you do any of those things, Cardinal, either in 

12 Pittsburgh or in Philadelphia, from 1995 through 1988? 

13 

14 

A. I tried to keep up with as much of the relevant 

resource materials that was available. I can't say I did 

15 read everything. 

17 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

But there was so much. 

So then you --

But I did try to say that I was, you know, current 

20 with what the situation was. 

21 

22 

Q. So you, in addition to the information provided by 

the usee, you supplemented that with your own research an 

23 investigation? 

24 A. It was mainly -- not that I necessarily researched 

25 it, but that people would tell me about articles in the 
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2 paper or in some magazine, and they might send me a copy. 

3 I don't recall all of the incidents of it, but I would 

4 keep up with it. 

5 Q. And you were aware that the issue that was being 

6 addressed, clergy sexual abuse, that there were children 

7 that were affected by this crisis? 

8 A. What I -- the information that I was reading seemed 

9 to indicate frequently that the number of -- when you say 

10 children, I'm presuming you mean below the age of puberty. 

11 Q. When I say children, I'm talking about anywhere 

12 from toddler through the legal age of majority, which 

13 would be eighteen. 

14 A. Oh, because we -- we learned, you know, after a 

15 while, that distinction between children and young people, 

J:-6n -an-a 8-o-there weremi-no_rs ... LnYQJy§d ._ 

17 

18 

19 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

And you would agree that obviously one of your 

20 major concerns would be the protection of children or 

21 minorsi is that right? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And so that was another reason why this issue was 

24 extremely important to you --

25 A. Yes, it was. 
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Q. is that correct? 

.1 

2 

3 

4 

And when you came to Philadelphia, would it be fair 

to say that the protection of the children of the Diocese 

5 or the minors of the Diocese, that was one of your main 

6 concerns? 

7 A. At the time it was always a concern, you know, 

8 wherever I was, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, but it -- to 

9 say that it was my major of concern, if I took action 

10 immediately, I cannot say that, but it was still a major 

11 priority for me. 

12 Q. What concern would you say was of greater 

13 importance to you when you became Archbishop of 

14 Philadelphia in February of 1988 than the protection of 

15 children? 

16 A. .... ··ProfectTonbf cnl fdrerr·'Wasaiways·uvery .. high .. 

17 priority. 

18 When I first came to Philadelphia, one of the firs 

19 things I had to do was to get a staff that could advise IT 

20 and to fulfill my own style and policies. 

21 I knew very few people in Philadelphia. Very few. 

22 And so it was very important to get people that I knew al 

23 that I would -- who were competent, in charge of various 

24 offices, because when I came here, I knew that I had to 

25 take a different approach to the administration of the 
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Diocese; and it was an approach that I felt would allow me 

to be more of a shepherd, meaning that I could get out 

among the people, and I wanted to delegate more to 

administrators so that I would not have to be directly 

involved --excuse me -- with the day-to-day running of the 

Diocese. 

That was very crucial to me from a practical pOint 

of view or organizational point of view. That does not 

diminish the priority of protection of children or many 

other priorities. 

Q. Well, when you say you needed to take a different 

approach, that was different than the approach that had 

been taken by Cardinal Krol? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. 

A. It was an advancement of it. 

Q. Okay. And when you came to Philadelphia, what did 

you do to educate yourself with regard to the policy of 

Cardinal Krol that Cardinal Krol had in place where there 

were allegations of clergy sexual abuse with minors? 

A. I don't recall at that time that there was any 

prominent cases of sexual abuse of minors in Philadelphia 

I depended upon the staff of Cardinal Krol, that 

was the in the Chancery, to alert me to any situations 
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2 that required immediate attention, and my recollection is 

3 that they -- it seemed as if it was not a very -- there 

4 

5 

was nothing notorious at the time. 

Q. Well, Cardinal, just so I'm clear, when you say 

6 nothing notorious, you're talking about nothing that had 

7 maybe made the newspapers in Philadelphia? 

8 A. Right, or that there were recent allegations or 

9 cases. 

10 Q. Was that an assumption that you made, or did you 

11 actually go to the people that were in charge of dealing 

12 with these issues under Cardinal Krol and -- I believe it 

13 would have been Monsignor Shoemaker at the time? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

That's right. 

Did you go to Monsignor Shoemaker and say, you 

=~~~~--=---~116;r knew, I neeQm¥€lU t@te±lmewhat.thssituation.here_ is _in 

17 Philadelphia? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall doing that. 

Did you direct anybody on your staff to provide 

20 that information to you? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall that. 

So when you say that there were no cases that 

23 required immediate attention, that was just an assumption 

24 on your part? 

25 You're not basing that on any firsthand knowledge 
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2 that you had through any work that you did to discover 

3 that. 

Is that fair to say? 

32 

4 

5 A. It's because that if there had been an allegation, 

6 that would have been reported to me immediately. 

7 Q. If there had been an allegation that occurred while 

8 you were --

9 A. While I was there. 

10 Q. Okay. What about allegations -- and we can talk 

11 about that in a moment, but what about allegations that 

12 had occurred prior to your arrival where the individuals 

13 were reassigned or were still in treatment or had been, 

14 you know, put on administrative leave? 

15 Did you familiarize yourself with any of those 

17 A. I don't recall doing that since I presumed that it 

18 was being adequately taken care of. 

19 Q. And when you say you presumed that it was being 

20 adequately taken care of, on what facts were you making 

21 that assumption? 

22 A. On the fact that Cardinal Krol was a very competen 

23 Archbishop, and I'm -- I presume again that he was 

24 concerned about the protection of children as much as 

25 anybody else. 



1 

2 -
3 

--
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 . -
23 

24 

25 

33 

ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

Q. Did you, Cardinal, given the fact that this was of 

such paramount concern to you, the protection of children, 

did you do anything besides just assume that these 

situations had been handled appropriately in the past? 

A. I have to repeat that the staff that was in charge 

of the clergy at the time were very competent, and as I 

was trying to reorganize the Diocese, I was waiting to get 

people in that were the ones that would fulfill my goals 

and my vision; and at the time, those in charge of the 

clergy were very efficient, and I have to repeat that I 

presumed that they were taking care of all of this. 

Q. And you're saying that you assumed that they were 

taking care of it because they were very competent; that/~ 

why you were making that assumption, part of the reason? 

A. I haveto-repeat
H

tl1c3.E-lfEherewas anythinq, any 

danger there, I am presuming again that they would have 

brought it to my attention. 

Q. Did you, Cardinal, at any point in time tell those 

individuals that this is an issue that you were extremely 

concerned about and I need to know about it and I need yo 

to tell me what's going on in this archdiocese about this 

issue? 

A. You're talking about immediately after I arrived? 

Q. Yes. 
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I do not recall that. 

Q. Okay. At the time that you became Archbishop of 

Philadelphia, you were aware -- you're aware of the 

existence of secret archive files, is that right? By 

6 canon law, they have to be kept? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And you're aware that any allegation that 

9 occurred in a priest's life and that involved anything 

10 from alcohol abuse to stealing to allegations of sexual 

34 

11 abuse, there would have to be reports that were generated 

12 in and placed in that individual's secret archive file; i~ 

13 that correct? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Did you at any point in time when you first came t4 

16 Philadelphia, did you ask that anybody go throug 

17 secret archive files so that you could be aware of those 

18 priests that had files, or did you do that yourself? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No, I did not. 

Can you tell me why? 

(No response.) 

Why was that not done? 

I didn't see any necessity at the time. 

Things are brought to me when it requires my 

attention. That's why I have staff. And the clergy 
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office at the time was the chancellor and the vice 

chancellor. 

35 

That was their responsibility, and they knew that. 

They always knew that it was a high priority for me, 

protection of children. Apparently, there was nothing 

urgent at the time to tell me. 

Q. Cardinal, how would they know that was a high 

priority of yours and that you were to be kept abreast of 

all of this if you never had that conversation with them 

and that you're assuming they would know it? 

A. Because they would know as it was high priority for 

Cardinal Krol, it would be a high priority for me; and if 

they had anything urgent that had to be taken care of, 

they would have brought it to my attention. 

'I'he cnangesuutncLt o5=J:::urwJt:hinth_~ Archdiocese, 

17 they're usually done in Mayor June of any particular 

18 year; is that correct? 

19 A. Correct. 

20 Q. And so, when you became Cardinal in 1988, in 

21 February, the first set of clergy changes that you were 

22 -responsible for would have been in June of that year; is 

23 that right? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And those changes are done on the basis of 
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needs of the Diocese and skills of each individual priest; 

is that correct? 

A. Yes . 

Q. SO when you went to make the changes in June of 

1988, did you at that pOint in time, when you were 

possibly going to be making, you know t decisions with 

regard to moving one individual from one parish to 

another, did you at that point in time ask that any of the 

secret archive files be reviewed so that you could be 

familiar with these individuals because you were the one 

that was going to be making the decisions about where they 

were going to go? 

A. I don't recall that, but it was policYt and I don't 

know when it began, whether that first time, certainly wa~ 

after that, that any appointment that is made, that it's 

the responsibility of those in charge of the clergy to seE 

if there's anything in the secret archives that would 

militate against an assignment. 

automatically. 

That is to be done 

Q. NOw, just so lIm clear on this Cardinal, any time 

priest is changed from one assignment to the other, the 

Secretary for Clergy is to go through the secret archive 

files, find out whether a file exists on that individual, 

if it does, to determine what the contents of it are and 
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2 then bring that information to your attention? 

3 A. That is correct. If but after a while, 

4 naturally, he doesn't do it any time he becomes familiar 

5 with that file. 

6 Q. But that information that he gathers from looking 

7 at the secret archive file is conveyed to you so that you 

8 can then have an informed discussion about what changes 

9 are made and how and what skills or deficiencies a 

10 particular priest has? 

11 A. Yes. If it was something notorious in that secret 

12 archive file, then that would affect any kind of transfer; 

13 but what I say -- I was trying to say I don't know that 

14 first one because I set up a Personnel Board and I don't 

15 know if I had set it up by that time . 

..... ~.Q. 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

. :iruLset M.!l.P .cLEr::i ~s t Personnel Board? 
.~==~~~~-==~~ 

That's right. 

And that is composed of the vicars of the various 

19 counties, as well as some other individuals that are votei 

20 on by other priests? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

You preside over everyone of them? 

Yes. 

And Monsignor Lynn is also a member that boardi is 

25 that right? 
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2 A. That is correct . 

. ...! .. 3 Q. But if not with the first set of changes that you 

4 -, were responsible for in 1988, every set of changes after 

. 
5 that, this procedure that you've just indicated, was in 

6 place in terms of information from the secret archive 

7 files being gathered and presented to you for decision? 

8 A. If -- he is supposed to check whether anyone --

9 there's any record in the secret archives that would be a 

10 major factor in the appointment. If there is, he would 

11 generally let me know beforehand. In other words, it 

12 wouldn't be brought up at the personnel meeting itself. 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. But after all, he became familiar with that file. 

15 Q. And he would let you know that either through a 

~=~·~~~16 _ .. w:rittenulUemDorthr:Qugn sometime~.Just word of mouth of 

17 conveying that information? 

18 A. That's right. Most of the time they would say it 

19 verbally, not that they were that frequent. It happened 

20 very, very rarely. 

21 Q. But, Cardinal, you would agree with me that since 

22 your installation as Archbishop in 1988, there were 

23 priests that were reassigned that had allegations of 

24 sexual abuse in their secret archive files? 

'25 A. I can't say that. Wait a minute. That they 
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reassigned to what? 

Q. To different assignments throughout the Archdiocese 

of Philadelphia . 

A. They -- those who had allegations against them, 

credible allegations, if they had gone for rehabilitation, 

they would -- it would depend upon what the doctors said, 

whether he could be reassigned, but I don't recall. I 

cannot recall ever assigning to any kind of ministry that 

would involve children. 

Sometimes they would tell us this man can be 

reassigned but he is not to be involved with any 

responsibility involving young people, and so we -- it was 

not long after I arrived in Philadelphia, I don't know the 

precise time, that we had a policy that those involved in 

.16Hse;l{l.4UddClPl1S~ ()f IIli:nor-s.w().lllC!l1ClveE.e~tr icted. minis1:rx. 

17 But I don't recall ever knowingly assigning anyone 

IB to a parish or to any kind of apostolate or ministry 

19 involving children or young people. 

20 Q. When you say -- you've used the phrase "credible 

21 allegation," that if it was a credible allegation, they 

22 wouldn't be reassigned to a ministry, a full ministry; is 

23 that right? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

How is credible allegation defined? 
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A. One that where there's proof that he did commit a 

sexual abuse of a minor. 

Q. And when you say proof, are you talking about --

does it have to be an admission by the individual that's 

accused? 

A. Practically. Most of the time when we did have 

allegations and we said that that person could not be 

reassigned, it was because the priest admitted it. 

Q. And is that the only factor that is used or that 

goes into determining what is a credible allegation? 

A. No. If it happened I don't recall any. If the 

priest did not admit it, there could be other ways of 

determining whether the allegation is credible. 

Q. Like what, Cardinal? 

Well if there were a kind of evidence or if it 

was it could reach a point where a number of people 

made the allegation. I'm talking in general now. A 

number of people made similar allegations. It would build 

20 up a strong presumption of guilt. 

21 Q. Well, with regard to the priests that were 

22 reassigned by you, who may have had secret archive files 

23 where allegations were made under Cardinal Krol, did you 

24 review those files personally? 

25 A. No. 
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Q. Well, how is it that there would have been able to 

be made a determination of whether or not the allegation 

was credible if the individual who was in charge of making 

the decision had never had the opportunity to speak with 

the accuser? 

A. Because I depended upon my -- my people responsible 

for the clergy to do that. 

Q. Well, you depended upon them, and they were clear 

that you were depending upon them in that regard; is that 

correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. If they didn't do what it is that you 

required them to do or expected that they would do, 

ultimately you're responsible for the decision that gets 

A. That's right. But I have to always presume that 

18 they were efficient and they did do what the policy said 

19 they should do. 

20 Q. Did you ever personally -- did you ever check and 

21 go through any type of an evaluation process to determine 

22 whether or not these people that you've placed your 

23 confidence in were actually doing what it was that you 

24 expected them to do? 

25 A. I'm not understanding how I'm supposed to do 
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2 something like that, except that I trusted them. I mean, 

-.:1 
3 they have a conscience, and I have to presume all my 

. , 4 priests follow their conscience, you know, that are my 

5 advisors or my staff, that they know their 

6 responsibilities and they know that they ought to carry it 

7 out. 

8 Q. Were you aware at any point in time since when you 

9 took over as Cardinal in 1988 that the responsibility that 

10 you had vested into an individual was not being -- and 

11 when I sayan individual, I'm talking about an individual 

12 involved in this issue of clergy sexual abuse, that they 

13 had not risen to the occasion, that they hadn't done the 

14 job that was required of them? 

15 A. I never found in my experience in the Archdiocese 

17 clergy, in the clergy office, that they failed in their 

18 responsibility on this question of sexual abuse of minors 

19 Q. So it's never been brought to your attention that 

20 one of the things that you wanted done on a particular 

21 case with this issue was not followed through on? 
. 

22 A. That was never brought to my attention. 

- '-. 
23 Q. Now, Cardinal, when you became Archbishop in 2000, 

24 I mean, in February -- what was the exact date again? 

25 A. February 11. 



43 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 Q. February 11. 

p~ .... 3 After you became Archbishop of Philadelphia, within 

4 
-' - two weeks of your being installed, it became known to you 
-

5 that an allegation of sexual abuse had been brought 

6 against Monsignor David Walls; is that correct? 

7 A. I don't recall it, but I know there was something 

8 there. 

9 Q. I'm just ask you to look at what's been marked as 

10 grand jury six fifty-nine and just 

11 MR. HODGSON: Excuse me. What's the 

12 number again? 

13 MS. McCARTNEY: Six fifty-nine. 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. Just for the record, Cardinal, this is the 

16 . A'to-chd-ioGeseoL Philadelphia. _pr,i.E~s1::.da1:.aprof~le; is that 

17 correct? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. And it deals with Reverend Monsignor David E. 

20 Walls 

21 A. Right. 

22 Q. -- is that right? 

23 Now, if you look down, Cardinal, to the previous 

24 assignments, from June of 1987 through June of 1988, 

25 Monsignor Walls was the vicar in the Office of Catholic 
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Education; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that's a relatively high profile position 

within the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Very important position? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Now, in February of 1988, there was an 

allegation that came in, and the allegation was made by a 

therapist, an 

Does that refresh your recollection at all? 

A. No. 

Q. And the therapist went and spoke with Monsignor 

Pepe, and what position did he hold in the Archdiocese at 

at time? 

A. Forgive me. I I think he -- I thought he wa~ 

18 in the Tribunal, but I can't be positive, but it may have 

19 been in the Chancery. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

charge. 

And also Samuel Shoemaker? 

He was the Chancellor at the time. 

And Monsignor Shoemaker was the one that was in 

His office was in charge of dealing with these 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 issues of clergy sexual abuse when you took over. Is tha 

25 right? 
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2 A. Yes. 

-
~ 3 - - Q. Okay. And just would it refresh your recollection, 

-' . 4 Cardinal, if I were to tell that Joseph Pepe was the Vice 
-, 

5 Chancellor from 1987 through 1991? 

6 A. That could be. 

7 Q. Okay. So he was Monsignor Shoemaker's assistant at 

8 that point? 

9 A. (No response.) 

10 Q. The therapist that came to speak with them told 

11 them that she was treating a client and that that client, 

12 who was nineteen at the time, alleged that two years 

13 previous, she had been sexually assaulted by Monsignor 

14 Walls after she had gone to him for counseling. 

15 Does that refresh your recollection --

17 Q. -- as regard to the allegations? 

18 A. No. No. 

19 Q. She also said that there was another allegation 

20 that she was familiar with where the girl's brother had 

21 been approached by Monsignor Walls in a sexual way. 

22 Does that ring a bell with you, Cardinal? 

23 A. No. 

24 Q. And she told you that --

25 A. Wait. 
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Q. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. She didn't tell you. I 

apologize, Cardinal. 

And the allegations that had been brought to the 

attention of the Chancellor's office were that these 

incidents involving her had occurred at a point in time 

when she was seventeen years old, which would have made 

her a minor; is that correct? 

46 

A. This is the first time I hear that the allegations 

involved a minor. 

Q. Well, Cardinal, am I correct in saying that just a 

couple minutes ago when we were talking about what the 

procedure was in Philadelphia after you took place that 

you had given instructions --

A. Yes. 

-- informed ur staff to come to you and tell you 

if there's any allegations of sexual abuse? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you made that very well clear to them, is that 

right, when you first 

A. They knew it. 

Q. And they knew that because the protection of 

children was one of, if not your main, concerns as the 

spiritual, moral leader of the Diocese, correct? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Are you saying that they never came to you and told 

you that the allegation involved a minor? 

A. My memory of this has never linked him with abuse 

of a minor. 

Q. Well, Cardinal, after these allegations became 

known, he was sent for an evaluation; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the evaluation was done at Saint Luke's 

Institute? 

A. I don't recall that, but. 

Q. Okay. And obviously, because you were concerned 

about the allegations, you were concerned about the healtt 

and well-being of the priest and you were concerned about 

the potential for risk in the future, you were always 

ciea-rut.·hat.youwantestt-psee and read and know what was i: 

the evaluations that had been conductedi is that right? 

A. That's -- that is a . 

MS. McCARTNEY: 

THE WITNESS: 

MS. McCARTNEY: ....., 
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~:-:::---.---- ---

THE WITNESS: I agree. 

Could you kind of break it up into 

6 

7 

8 

several questions? It went on quite a while, so I 

lost -- there are a lot of distinctions there. 

MS. McCARTNEY: I'll do my best. 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 Q. When an allegation about a priest in the 

11 Archdiocese came in and an evaluation was conducted, you 

12 were very interested in the results of that evaluation, 

13 correct? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And you were not only interested in the results of 

161::1teevaluatian*_bJltyo_ll wanted to be familiar with what 

17 the evaluation had consisted Ofi is that correct? 

18 A. Generally if it involved particularly what the nex1 

19 step would be with that priest. 

20 Q. And as a result of your wanting to be aware of tha 

21 and concerned about it, you were made aware of all of the 

22 evaluation reports that were done on a particular priest; 

23 is that correct? 

24 A. I don't know if I can say -- I say generally, yes. 

25 Q. Okay. 
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A. But I can't be absolute about that. 

Q. And when you say generally, that's because your 

staff would have been aware that they were your wishes and 

that you wanted that information; is that right? 

A. That which was most relevant for any kind of 

appointment or decision about him. 

Q. And you've already told us previously that a lot of 

the decisions that you made on individual priests that had 

been evaluated, part of what went into the decision was 

the results of the evaluation? 

A. Correct. 

Q. SO then your staff would have been aware of the 

fact and would have known that this was a very important 

thing that you wanted to be kept abreast on? 

hat. 

Q. Now, Cardinal, when Monsignor Walls was evaluated 

18 after these allegations came up, he was sent for an 

19 evaluation at Saint Luke's. 

20 Do you recall that? 

21 A. I don't recall this specifically. Can you refresh 

22 the time he was sent there? 

23 Q. He wa~ admitted to Saint Luke's on March 14, 1988, 

24 which would have been a couple weeks after the allegation 

25 had first come in. 
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MS. McCARTNEY: And I'm going to ask 

that this be marked as grand jury exhibit nine 

seventy-seven. 

(GJ-977 was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Do you recognize that document, Cardinal? 

A. I do not. I don't recall it. 

Q. For the record l Cardinal, this is a document which 

is marked nine seventy-seven. It's Saint Luke's 

Institute. It is dated April 51 1988, and it is addressed 

to Reverend Monsignor Samuel Shoemaker, Chancellor, 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia; is that correct? 

A. Yes. That's what it states. 

Q. And this evaluation refers to an evaluation that 

was c()fl~ciucEed~~bti-Fa:tfIerwailsris-t.llat~cc>r::.!:~c:t, based upo 

the information that's contained in that document? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, this would have been provided to you at some 

point in time by Monsignor Shoemaker given what you've 

already told us about how you expected things to be 

conducted? 

A. I said that the information generally is given to 

me. Doesn't necessarily mean that the actual document i 

Q. WeIll Cardinal, correct me if I'm wrong, but this 
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2 is two weeks after you became Cardinal or Archbishop of .. . 
3 Philadelphia. 

.' . 4 This is an individual who had been excused of 

5 sexual abuse, who held a very high ranking, ranking 

6 position within the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

7 And am I correct in saying that this would have 

8 been an individual that would have been of great concern 

9 to you? 

10 A. It should have been, and perhaps I should have 

11 been -- the point should have been apprised of this, but I 

12 can't recollect it. 

13 Q. Well, if you could, Cardinal, go to page three of 

14 that document, and referring to the third paragraph down, 

15 this is the information that deals with Father Walls's 

17 to the allegations that brought him to Saint Luke's. 

18 MR; HODGSON: Where is it? 

19 MS. McCARTNEY: It's the third 

20 paragraph down, and it begins with the sentence 

21 "more recently." 

22 THE WITNESS: You said the third page? 

23 MR. HODGSON: No. No. What page? At 

24 the bottom? 

25 MS. McCARTNEY: It's 000946. 
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2 THE WITNESS: And how does the 

3 paragraph begin? I'm not following your reading. 

4 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 
-'.. .. 

5 Q. The piragraph begins in addition? 

6 A. Okay. "To these personalized." 

7 Q. Right. And if you look down about half way through 

8 that paragraph, there's a sentence that begins "more 

9 recently." 

10 Do you see that sentence there? 

11 A. Yes. Yes. 

12 Q. Okay. It says: "More recently in 1985 and May of 

13 1986, Father Walls noted that he did pursue a young woman, 

14 an adolescent, sexually and that he was also inappropriate 

15 in touching a young man. He is not aware of any abiding 

17 people. These individuals were adolescents, but were 

18 physically mature." 

19 Is that what that document reads, Cardinal? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. Does that refresh your recollection with regard to 

22 the allegations that were made against Monsignor Walls 

23 dealing with minors? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. Okay. So just so I'm clear, Cardinal, are you 
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2 saying that this info,rmation was not brought to your 

, - , , 

3 attention or that you just don't recall it? 

.', 4 . A. I don't recollect it being brought to my attention, 

5 Q, And after this evaluation process took place --

6 well, what was brought to your attention? What do you 

7 recall about what the allegations were and what you knew 

8 about them? 

9 A. I can't recall, except that I knew it was an 

10 involvement sexually with someone, but that's all I can 

11 recall. 

12 Q. Well, Cardinal, let me ask you to just tell me. 

13 With regard to what your normal practice would have 

14 been, if someone comes to you and says: Cardinal or your 

15 Eminence, there's an allegation that incurs, that has bee~ 

inst a articular priest of a sexual nature, 

17 certainly you would ask follow-up questions to that, 

18 right? 

19 A. You have to understand this is in April of '88 and 

20 the procedure was different, and it's possible that 

21 MonSignor Shoemaker may have followed a different system. 
'--

22 I was just getting I was getting kind of adapte< 
.-

23 to my role as Archbishop. I know what I did afterwards, 

24 but at this time, I ~annot say that I received this 

25 document Dr that they felt what -- that they felt that 
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2 they had to follow a certain policy of mine. 
-. 
~ . 

3 Q. But, Cardinal, you've already told us that you made 

-' - 4 it clear to the people that were part of Cardinal Krol's 

5 staff when you became Archbishop in February that you had 

6 certain expectations and that you wanted information 

7 brought to your attention immediately upon --

8 A. I don't think I said it that way. I said I 

9 presumed that they would know that as they did it with 

10 Cardinal Krol, they should be doing it with me also, but I 

11 don't recall sitting down with them and telling them what 

12 my practices were or priorities were in those first 

13 months. 

14 Q. But, Cardinal, you came in to be Archbishop of 

15 Philadelphia. There was a staff that was working for 

17 You're saying that you just assumed that they were 

18 going to deal with things effectively and that you never 

19 took any action yourself to ensure that that was, A, 

20 taking placej or B( that you were informed of extremely 

21 important--

22 A. Because I considered them competent. I figured 

23 they were doing their job well since there were a hundred 

24 other items that I had to deal with in those first few 

25 months. 
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2 Q. But again, Cardinal, one of if not the most 
, -, 

" . 
3 important item that you were dealing with then and now is 

.' - 4 the protection of children? 

5 A. That is correct. 

6 Q. So you don't -- you do recall being informed of the 

7 allegations against Monsignor Walls? 

8 A. I was informed of something, but not necessarily 

9 I don't have no link of memory with it being minors. 

10 I mean, he was -- it would seem that the conclusion 

11 was mine. I mean, whatever this led to, he was given an 

12 administrative leave right after this. 

13 Q. Well, we'll talk about that in a moment, Cardinal, 

14 but I just want to see whether or not we can be clear on 

15 the record that when you were informed of the allegations 

I&- withregardtQJl1ons_ign()J:"Walls, you don't have any 
~~~~~~~~. 

17 recollection of their being told by Monsignor Shoemaker 

18 that the allegation involved an adolescent or a minor? 

19 A. I have no recollection of that. 

20 Q. All right. And you're saying you have no 

21 recollection of it, and you're clear that that informatiol 

, 22 was never conveyed to you? 

23 A. I didn't say that. I said I have no recollection. 

24 Q. I'm asking you to clarify. Are you saying 

25 A. I am saying I do not recall it. 
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Q. Okay. So it could have been? 

A. I don't recall it. 

Q. Okay. And the evaluation that took place at Saint 

Luke's, where it's discussed in there that the -- and 

there's an admission by Monsignor Walls as to the 

allegations and that they involved a minor, that doesn't 

refresh your recollection? 

A. That does not. 

Q. You asked Monsignor Walls or you suggested to him 

that he resign his position as Vicar for Catholic 

Education; is that correct? 

A. It . my recollection was that we -- his office 

was terminated. 

Q. Cardinal, if the allegation had involved Monsignor 

sexual relationship with an adult, 

17 would that have required his resignation from the Office 

18 of Catholic Education? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

When you say required 

Well, would it have been something that you would 

21 have suggested that he do? 

22 

23 

A. 

the 

That's hard to say. That would depend on what 

you know, what the doctor's report was, but there 

24 was a high likelihood I would have asked that. 

25 Q. Now, at some point in time, Cardinal, you actually 
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2 met with Monsignor Walls; is that right? 

3 A. I don't know. I donlt recall it. 

4 Q. Okay. 

5 A. I may have. 

6 
MS. McCARTNEY: 11m going to mark this 

7 
grand jury exhibit nine seventy-eight. 

8 
(GJ-978 was marked for identification.) 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 Q. Could you just take a moment and review that 

11 document for me, Cardinal. 

12 (Pause.) 

13 A. I've read it. 

14 Q. All right. Thank you, Cardinal. 

15 Before we get to that, could I just ask you to 

16 ... refer back for one moment to the Saint Lukels Institute 

17 report. This is the evaluation that was done on Monsignol 

18 Walls, and I'm going to ask you to refer specifically to 

19 the back page of that document. 

20 And if you could look at the second paragraph down 

21 when they make recommendations with regard to Monsignor 

22 Walls, it reads: "We recommend treatment at least two 

23 times weekly to explore psychosexual functioning." 

24 Let me back up for a moment. It reads: "Number 

25 one, we recommend that he continue in AA, at least at the 
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level of participation; two, outpatient treatment, at 

least two times weekly to explore psychosexual 

functioning; three, repeat the DST in two months, and if 

it is still elevated, obtain psychiatric consultation

regarding tricyclic medication; and four, abstain from 

working with or mingling with youth or young adults in any 

unsupervised capacity." 

Did I read that correctly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Now, after, Monsignor Walls, when these 

allegations came in, was residing at Saint John Neumann; 

is that correct, Cardinal? 

) 

doesn't have -- it's not on this 

the database. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. 

It 

it's not on 

THE WITNESS: Where he's residing. I 

don't recall. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Well, if I were to tell you that he was residing a-

24 Saint John Neumann Rectory where Father Meehan was the 

25 pastor there, would that refresh your recollection as to 
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what his residence was? 

A. The reference in here, I think, to that . one 

moment, please. 

(Pause.) 

Yes, it says in my own memo he could remain at 

Saint John Neumann. 

Q. Correct. 

Now, Cardinal, Saint John Neumann, just so we're 

clear, that's a church that's located in Bryn Mawr, 

Pennsylvania? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And there's a school associated with that church; 

is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Now r Walls went and lived at Saint John 

17 Neumann Rectory with Father Meehan; is that right? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

Correct. 

And based upon -- and now I'm going to ask you to 

20 look back at the document that had been marked nine 

21 seventy-eight. 

·22 This is the memo with regard to your meeting with 

23 

24 

25 

Monsignor Walls; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the date of this memo is May 4, 1988; is that 
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right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it's from Archbishop Bevilacqua to the file of 

Monsignor David E. Walls, and it's regarding an interview 

with Monsignor Walls; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Second paragraph of this memo says: "Today I told 

Monsignor Walls that returning him to the Office of Vicar 

for Catholic Education would not be possible. I explaine< 

the various reasons why this would not be prudent." 

Is that what that paragraph says? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It continues on with: "Among the more immediate 

reasons was the fear that the parents of the recent 

¥j Gtd:i.rnS w~X'~Ilotli}ce~}'t.0.1:.ake any action of a legal 

nature as long as the Archdiocese had reacted strongly." 

Is that what that sentence says? 

A. Yes. 

Q. SO you told him that he had to resign from the 

Office of Vicar for Catholic Education or suggested it to 

him because you thought that that would be in the best 

interest of eliminating the possibility of legal action 

against the Archdiocese. Fair reading of that, Cardinal? 

(The witness conferred with his 
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4 

5 

attorney. ) 

reasons. 

6 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

THE WITNESS: That's one of the 

MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. 
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7 

8 

Q. And the last paragraph, the last sentence on that 

paragraph says: "It is to avoid any further action or 

9 publicity which would be harmful to the Church that it was 

10 not possible to return him to his original office." 

11 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Is that what that says? 

It says that. 

Okay. DO,any of these things that you've written 

14 in this document with regard to his having to leave his 

15 office and the possibility of legal action on the part of 

the arents of the victims, does that refresh your 

17 recollection with regard to it being a minor victim? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

It does not. 

Do you think that you would have written anything 

20 in a document about the parents of an adult victim? 

21 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

says: 

Depends on how old the person was. 

Okay. Going to the next page of this document, it 

"I suggested to him that it would be more prudent 

24 if he would submit a letter of resignation requesting a 

25 leave of absence for health reasons." 
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Is that 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- what that says? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And then the last paragraph, the third 

paragraph down: "I told him he could remain at Saint John 

Neumann and continue to assist Monsignor Meehan while he 

is on his leave of absence." 

Is that correct? 

A. That's what it says. 

Q. NOw, Cardinal, at the time that you told him he 

could stay at Saint John Neumann, you told him he could 

assist Monsignor Meehan l that would have been assist him 

with the duties of the parish; is that right? 

A. I presume that. 

Q. Okay. And that would have included say ng 

hearing confessions and all the other things that go on a 

a particular paris~; is that right? 

A. I would presume that. 

Q. And there's nothing --

A. But. But. 

Q. I'm sorry? 

A. I say as a resident. He would be a resident there 

Q. I unde rs tand that, C ardi nal . 
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A. In other words, depending on generally residents 

just hear confessions and say Mass. 

Q. They just hear confessions and say Mass? 

A. That's their responsibility there. They are not --

they're not assis"tants to the pastor. 

Q. Okay. But you would agree with me, Cardinal, and 

if you don't, please tell me, that as a resident, someone 

who says Mass and hears confessions, that they are 

actually coming in contact with youth, particularly in a 

situation where there's a school associated with the 

parish? 

A. (No response.) 

Q. Is that a fair statement? 

A. It would be rather remote since they're just a 

resident there. They should not be involved with any rif 

the other activities of the par s 

Q. But youth are involved in the saying of Mass, 

correct? There's altar boys or altar girls that usually 

assist the priest? 

A. At the time, it would have been only altar boys. 

Q. Okay. So there's altar boys? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That assist in the saying of a Mass; is that right 

A. Yes. 



. .~ 

.:~ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

Q. And children, I'm sure, my memory might fail me, 

but I think it's second grade that you receive the 

sacrament of penance? 

A. Around that, second or third. 

64 

Q. SO then children would be in confession that were 

from ten years and up; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So there would be contact. Even under the 

situation as you've described, as strictly a resident at 

the parish, there would be contact between Monsignor Walls 

and children, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that contact would take place under the as he's 

operating as a priest; is that right? 

A. Yes, but I -- may I add anything? 

A. In looking at Saint Luke's Institute -- remember, I 

19 have no reGollection that he was involved with minors, but 

20 ~ven reading the report here, there's no indication here 

21 that he was in any way diagnosed as a pedophile. 

22 

23 

Q. I don't want tb make the record unclear with regard 

to that, Cardinal. That is true. There was no diagnosis 

24 of pedophilia with regard to Monsignor Walls, but just so 

25 we're clear for the record, one of the recommendations 
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2 that Saint Luke's gave with regard to the evaluation 

;, -j 3 process that Monsignor Walls went under was that he was to 

4 not have contact with youth in an unsupervised capacity? 
..... ~ . 

5 

6 

7 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

8 Q. Is that correct? 

9 And I'm referring to recommendation number four. 

10 It says: "Abstain from working -with or mingling with 

11 youth or young adults in any unsupervised capacity? 

12 A. That's very specific there, to abstain from working 

13 with; and as a resident, he wouldn't be working with any 

14 young people or mingling with them in any unsupervised 

15 capacity. 

I mean, I don't see -- a resident could not be 

17 working with or mingling with young people. 

18 Q. So you wouldn't consider an altar boy who is 

19 helping the priest during the saying of the Mass and also 

20 participatinq with the preparation of the Mass, you 

21 wouldn't consider that mingling with or working with 

22 youth? 

23 A. I don't see that because it would be so temporary 

24 and so casual and so public. 

25 Q. Cardinal, you're aware, are you not, that many of 
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2 the allegations that involve sexual abuse of minors by 

.~ 3 clergy members have taken place in the sacristy and during . 
4 the capacity of those individuals working at the rectory 

, -ir 

5 or as an altar boy? 

6 A. I wouldn't --

7 Q. Are you aware of that? 

8 A. I wouldn't say many. 

9 Q. Some. Would you agree with some, Cardinal? 

10 A. There might have been. 

11 Q. So there is opportunity in those situations, based 

12 upon your knowledge of the situation, that things could 

13 happen under those limited circumstances? 

14 A. You're talking about possibility? 

15 Q. Yes. I am. 

16 A. I have to say sure, there's that possibility, but 

17 it's not the usual. 

18 Q. And even the possibility of a child being damaged 

19 is something that is a concern of yourSi" is that right? 

20 A. Very much so. 

~ 21 Q. Okay. 

22 MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. Can we take a 

23 break at this point in time? 

24 MR. HODGSON: Sure. 

25 MS. McCARTNEY: It's now eleven 
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forty-two. 

--. 
-BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Could we be back at twelve. 

(A recess was held.) 

MS. McCARTNEY: Back on the record. 

Good.afternoon. 
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14 Q. Cardinal, before we took our break, we were talking 

15 about the case of Monsignor Walls, and one of the 

ions which I had asked you earlier was whether or no1 

17 you had any recollection of the allegations 0 

18 abuse with regard to Monsignor Walls which involved a 

19 minor, and you indicated that you had no knowledge of tha 

20 fact; is that right? 

I had no recollection of it. That's right. 21 

22 

A. 

Q. Would it be fair to say, Cardinal, that given all 

23 of the publicity and the crisis that occurred as a result 

24 of the Gauthe case, which was only three years before 

25 that, that one of the first questions that would have bel 
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on your mind and you would have conveyed to the individual 

giving you information about an allegation of sexual abuse 

was what the age of the victim was? 

THE WITNESS: I -- forgive me. It's 

convo1uted l your question. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Okay. You've told us earlier that you were aware 

of the Gauthe case --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- is that right? 

You were aware of the fact that the allegations in 

the Gauthe case involved sexual abuse of children; is that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were aware of the ramifications that that case 

had on the Catholic Church in the United States; is that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were aware of the fact that it created somewha 

of a crisis and that there was a lot of media attention 

surrounding that case; is that right? 

A. Yes. 
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2 Q. And there was a lot of concern both on the part of 

3 the individual bishops and on the part of the NCCB as a 

4 body in addressing the issue of clergy sexual abuse of 

5 minors; is that right? 

6 A. It was the beginning of concern. 

7 Q. Okay. Given all of those factors, Cardinal, when, 

8 two weeks after you became Cardinal or Archbishop of 

9 Philadelphia, someone on your staff comes to you and says 

10 that there's an allegation made against Monsignor Walls, 

11 wouldn't it seem likely that your first question would be: 

12 What is the age of the victim, of the alleged victim? 

13 A. I don't see that that would be something that woult 

14 be my first concern, because it depends on what was said 

15 to me. 

16 It could easily have been I don't recall how it 

17 was said to me, when it was said to me, anything, 

18 could easily have been presented to me that Monsignor 

19 Walls may have been involved with a woman. 

20 Q. Do you --

--
21 A . Because that was -- that's my recollection 

. . 
22 Q. Okay. 

23 A. of it. So I wouldn't have asked an age. 

24 Q. So if that were the situation, though, Cardinal, 

25 and I'm just trying to understand, and maybe you can heIr 
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2 me, if that were the situation, that Monsignor Walls was 

, -/"- . 3 involved with a woman, then we can only conclude from that 
. 

4 that the person on the staff, of your staff, 
- --..: ~ .. . .... 

5 misrepresented information to you. 

6 Is that something that you think was likely? 

7 A. I don't know what. I don't know what information 

8 the interviewer had. 

9 Q. Well, the interviewer had information provided to 

10 them that the girl in question was a minor. 

11 If that information was available to them and they 

12 conveyed it to you, that Monsignor Walls was involved in a 

13 sexual situation with a woman, that would have been a 

14 misrepresentation that they would have given you? 

15 A. I'm just supposing that I did not -- I don't recall 

16 asking that question about what the age was. 

17 Q. Okay. The memo which I referred to earlier, wh c 

18 references your meeting with Monsignor Walls, nine 

19 seventy-eight, do you have that document in front of you, 

20 Cardinal? 

21 A. I do. 

22 Q. Okay. In that document, one of the concerns which 

23 you layout in suggesting to Monsignor Walls that he 

24 resign his position, is that the parents of the victim --

25 you see where I'm referring in that document? 
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2 A. I recall it. 

- 3 Q. Would potentially bring suit or bring legal action? 
-

4 A. Yes, I see it. 
--

5 Q. You see what it says there? 

6 Could you just read it for the record, just that 

7 one sentence. 

8 A. That third paragraph? 

9 Q. Yes. 

10 A. "Among the more immediate reasons was the fear that 

11 the parents of recent victims were not likely to take any 

12 action of a legal nature as long as the Archdiocese has 

13 acted strongly." 

14 Q. And, Cardinal, I'm correct in saying that you are 

15 in addition to being a Cardinal, you have a law degree; i 

that ri ? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. You have a degree in canon law and a degree in 

19 civil law, correct? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. And as a civil lawyer, you're .aware of the fact 

22 that once someone reaches the age of majority, they're 

23 eighteen, that if there was legal action to be taken, th 

24 would take it on their own behalf and that they wouldn't 

25 need their parents to initiate any action; is tha~ 



72 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 correct? You were trained in that? 

3 A. I studied law, and I still would ask about the way 

4 that was phrased there, that it could still be the parents 

5 involved in the legal action. 

6 Q. So your background in civil law and your knowledge 

7 of who would be the moving party in a potential action if 

8 the person were a minor, that it would be the parents, anc 

9 if the person were of the age of majority, it would be 

10 they as individuals, that doesn't help you refresh your 

11 recollection as to the age of the victim? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

No, it does not. 

Okay. Now, Cardinal, after Monsignor Walls got th 

14 evaluation at Saint Luke's and one of the recommendations 

15 was that he refrain from contact with youth, he remained 

16 in residence at Saint John Neumann; is that right? 

18 Q. And as a resident at Saint John Neumann, he was 

19 saying Mass and hearing confessions; is that correct? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

That's what he's allowed to do. 

Okay. 

But. 

I'm sorry? 

I say I don't know specifically. I have no 

recollection. That's if a resident was at the parish, 
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2 that's the most he could do. 

-(" 
( ........ 3 But there are times that there are residents in a 

\- - 4 parish, could have taken on an assignment in some other --

5 say Mass at another parish. That's possible. In other 

6 words, as a resident, I don't know what the arrangement 

7 was between him and Monsignor -- and Father Meehan. 

8 It is possible that he could live in a place but 

9 have made arrangements to say Mass at some other church. 

10 That's possible. But I don't know specifically in this 

11 case. 

12 Q. Wouldn't it, though, Cardinal, given the fact that 

13 there had been an allegation of sexual abuse, that there 

14 had been an evaluation completed, that part of the 

15 evaluation process was or part of the evaluation 

..... L6 .. reCOJllIIUlndati.onwas that ... he :r:-eirainuir.()m· uc·€)nt.aetwit h 

17 youth~ wouldn't it be your responsibility to determine 

18 what he was doing and in what capacity he was operating as 

19 a priest? 

20 A. In this, remember, I have no recollection that he 

21 was involved with a minor. I always have to presume that 

22 the may I see this. 

23 (Pause. ) 

24 The report here, that would have been given to the 

25 Monsignor Shoemaker. Whoever it was in the office would 
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2 have seen this, that he was to abstain from working with 

3 or mingling with youth or young adults in any unsupervised 

. , 4 , . capacity, and I'm presuming that the office -- Monsignor 

5 Shoemaker or anyone in his office would have seen that 

6 this was implemented and that is he was not to work with 

7 or mingle with youth or young adults and there be some 

8 kind of supervision. 

9 I'm presuming that the pastor there where he 

10 remained was fully informed of all of this. I have to 

11 presume that. 

12 Q. Okay. Well, let me ask you a couple questions with 

13 regard to that. 

14 The pastor at Saint John's was Father Meehani is 

15 that right? 

17 Q. Do you recall having a conversation with Father 

18 Meehan and during the course of that conversation he said 

19 to you, "I'm not sure what my responsibilities are here. 

20 I don't know what I'm supposed to be doing with Monsignor 

-. 
21 Walls"? 

22 Do you recall any part that conversation? 

-. - 23 A. No, I do not . 

24 Q. Do you recall the fact that Monsignor Meehan wrote 

25 several letters to the Chancellor's office asking that hi: 
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2 position with regard to Monsignor Walls be clarified? 

3 A. I don't recall that. 

4 Q. Did anybody share with you that information? 

5 A. I do not . 

6 Q. Do you recall that? 

7 A. I do not. 

8 Q. Do you recall Monsignor Shoemaker sending you 

9 information and asking whether or not you had heard from 

10 Monsignor Walls? 

11 A. I do not re~all that. 

12 Q. 1'11 ask that you take a look at what has been 

13 marked as grand jury nine eighty. 

14 (GJ-980 was marked for identification.) 

15 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

that document? 

17 A. No. Let me read it, please. 

18 Q. Okay. I'm sorry. 

19 (Pause.) 

20 A. I don't recall it. 

-- 21 Q. Okay. For the record, this is a document which ha= 

-- . 
22 a heading of Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Chancery Office j 

23 and it's to Archbishop Bevilacqua from Monsignor 

24 Shoemaker. The date on that document is August 22, 1988, 

25 and it is regarding Monsignor David E. Walls, Ph.D. 
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Is that correct? 

A. I see it. 

Q . And on that document, it reads: "On June 20, 1988, 

you granted Monsignor Walls a leave of absence for health 

reasons and you asked him to keep in touch with you during 

his leave of absence. 

"Two months have lapsed and I respectfully inquire 

if Monsignor Walls has been in touch with your Excellency? 

"As you know, he is residing at Saint John Neumann 

Rectory, Bryn Mawr, telephone -525-3100." 

And you actually responded on the bottom of that 

document, is that right, in your handwriting? 

A. I don't have that. 

Q. This must be a light copy. I'm sorry. 

Does that reflect the fact that you responded on 

the bo-ttom of that document? 

A. It does. 

Q. And what does it say? 

A. It says: "I have not heard from him. " 

Q. Okay. And they're your initials, AJB? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And it's dated' 9/2/88? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. At that point in time, Cardinal, were you concerned 

about the fact that Monsignor Walls -- apparently you had 

asked him to keep in touch with you about what his 

activities were and that you hadn't heard from him in two 

months? 

A. I leave that up to those involved in the clergy 

office to remind them when I have given leaves of 

absences. 

It's I'll be honest with you. This is other 

reasons. Very -- and I tell them please keep in touch. 

Very rarely do they. 

Q. You're saying that the priests that you tell to 

keep in touch with you do not do so? 

A. I'm saying a lot of them do not. 

Q~ .. ....And what mechanism do you have Hi.n p~ace to ensure 

17 that that happens? 

18 A. The Secretary of the Clergy is supposed to get in 

19 touch with them. 

Q. But these are priests that you're indicating you 20 

21 had personal conversations with and you said: Father X, I 

22 need you to tell me what's going on, and you're telling me 

23 that they directly disregard an order that you've given 

24 them? 

25 A. They do. 



78 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 Q. And are there --

-. 3 . - A. But they don't have to be in touch necessarily with 

4 
I'- • 

me personally. I mean with the Archdiocese. 

5 Q. And are there consequences to priests who do that? 

6 A. When it reaches a certain point where they've --

7 whatever the leave of absence is, there are various kinds. 

8 If they delayed in not being in touch with us, then 

9 we remind them that their leave of absence is coming to an 

10 end. It could be six months leave_ It could be a yearrs 

11 leave, and we remind them of that; and if they -- if they 

12 procrastinate, then we warn them that their leave of 

13 absence will be terminated. 

14 Q. Now, Cardinal, with regard to Monsignor Walls, it 

15 was the responsibility of the Secretary for Clergy, 

~-~~---".,~ ~ ~ 16 ... ~ because ¥QU ~ha dH ch a p g,e d 1:. hen a mes~tbe HQft ice at that 

17 point in time -- or does that occur later? 

18 A. It came later. 

19 Q. Okay. But the Secretary at the time, the person in 

20 charge of that office, would have been John Jagodzinski; 

-. 
21 is that right? 

22 He takes over in 1989; is that right? 

23 A. I don't recall the exact date. 

24 Q. Okay. 

25 A. But the next one was Monsignor Jagodzinski. 
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2 Q. Did you order anybody in the Chancellor's office to 

-.ft,; .. 3 find out what was going on with Monsignor Walls since he 

4 hadn't been in touch with you? 
I. 

" , 

5 A. I do not recall. 

6 Q. At any point in time, do you recall doing that? 

7 A. You know, I may have, but I don't recall it. 

8 Q. NOW, at some point in time, Monsignor Jagodzinski 

9 becomes Secretary of the ClergYi is that right? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. And if I were to tell you that that was from 1989 

12 through 1993, would that 

13 A. That's proximate. Yes. 

14 Q. And I'm going to show you a document which has 

15 previously been marked as grand jury six seventy-three. 

this? 

17 Q. If you would, please, Cardinal. 

18 (Pause.) 

19 A. Okay. I'm finished reading it. 

20 Q. You are. Thank you. 

". 
21 (GJ-979, previously a part of exhibit 

". 22 GJ-675, was marked for identification.) 

23 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

24 Q. I'm going to show you two additional documents, and 

25 I'm going to ask you questions with regard to all three. 
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I'm going to show you what's marked grand jury six 

seventy-four and grand jury nine seven nine. 

A. Okay. 

MS. McCARTNEY: There should be three, 

six seventy-three, six seven four and nine seven 

nine. 

attorney. ) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

(Pause.) 

(The witness conferred with his 

Q. Are you ready? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you had the opportunity to review those 

documents, Cardinal? 

I read them all. 

Q. Okay. I'm going to ask you first to refer to 

18 what's been marked as grand jury six seventy-four, and 

19 that has a heading that says Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 

20 Office of Secretary of the Clergy, and it's to Reverend 

21 

22 

Monsignor Edward P. Cullen. 

At this point in time, Cardinal, Monsignor Cullen 

23 was your Vicar General? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Vicar for Administration. 

Vicar for Administration. That would have been 
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the -- he would have held the position directly below 

yours; is that right? 

A. That's right. Correct. 
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Q. And the memo ·is from Reverend John J. Jagodzinski, 

and the date is September 26, 1990; and on September 26, 

1990, Father Jagodzinski was Secretary for Clergy. 

Is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And the reference is to Reverend Monsignor 

David E. Walls, resident of Saint John Neumann Church, 

Bryn Mawr; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And the first part of that memo reads: 

information of the Archbishop"; is that right? 

Yes. 

"For 

Q. Okay. And this would have been a memo that would 

18 have been given to you by Monsignor Cullen; is that right? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

Not necessarily. 

Well, Monsignor Cullen would have shared with you 

21 the information contained within that memo; is that right; 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

No. He may have, but I don't recall it. 

The memo deals with Monsignor Walls, and it says 

24 that the information provided in it is an update, and t~a1 

25 word is in quotes, of the situation of Reverend Monsignor 
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David E. Walls, which is marked by several difficult and 

complicated factors; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And there's a listing of the factors that make 

Monsignor Walls's situation difficult and complicated, the 

first of which is the high profile nature of Monsignor 

Walls's earlier position in the Archdiocese. The second 

is the extremely sensitive nature of the earlier 

accusations against him. The third is the continuing 

explosive potential for future acting out, and the fourth 

is the uncertainty as to what particular future ministries 

most advisable for Monsignor Walls. 

That's how that document reads, Cardinal? 

A. Yes. 

o to the last paragraph on that 

17 document, on the first page of that document, and it 

18 reads: "In the intervening months, Monsignor James 

19 Meehan, Pastor, Saint John Neumann Church, Bryn Mawr, 

20 where Monsignor Walls resides, has several times raised 

21 the question of the need to have his own position defined 

22 as to his responsibility toward Monsignor Walls, since no 

23 official communication from the Chancery Office occurred 

24 in 1987." 

25 "Monsignor Meehan has addressed this question very 
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2 recently in a letter to me dated August 22, 1990," and in 

< .C" .. _ 3 parentheses it says: "Copy enclosed." 

4 Is that how that document reads? . 
I· - . 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. And if you look at what has been marked as grand 

7 jury six seventy-three, that is a letter with the heading 

8 on it from Saint John Neumann Church, dated August 22, 

9 1990, and on the right-hand side of that, it says: 

10 "Monsignor James H. Meehan, Pastor"; is that correct? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. And it is addressed to Dear John, and it is signed 

13 by Jim; is that right? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. Based upon your review of GJ-674, the letter that 

16 Monsi nor Jagodzinski or Father Jagodzinski is referring 

17 to is this, which is marked grand jury six seventy-three; 

18 is that right? 

19 A. I presume that, yes. 

20 Q. Okay. NOw, in the letter that Father Meehan write 

". 21 to Father Jagodzinski, I want you to refer specifically t 

22 the third paragraph of the first page, and the paragraph 

23 reads as follows: ."AII of this leads up to the pOint of 

24 this letter. Recently, you asked me to try to get some 

25 idea of what Dave Walls does with his time. He did tell 
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2 me he would give me a written description, but he has not 

"'! . 3 done that. Though his presence here is a very gracious 

4 
I. 

one and his willingness to be of help a substantial asset, 

5 nevertheless, I have almost zero contact with him. I 

6 think he is here over three years and I don't think he has 

7 eaten more than two meals here, at the most three. He 

8 leaves early in the morning and comes in around ten or 

9 eleven at night. He rarely stops in my room and never to 

10 sit down and talk. So, it is practically impossible to 

11 know what his lifestyle is like." 

12 Is that what that reads, Cardinal? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. And if you look to the second page of that 

15 document, and I'm going to refer to the second paragraph 

I do not have in any written 

17 file, through an authoritative source, a letter or 

18 statement regarding my own responsibilities and, perhaps 

19 more importantly, my liabilities. To my knowledge, I was 

20 never informed of any of his problems when he came, excep 

-. 21 what he told me and, later on, on occasio~s when I 
.. . 

22 - initiated the contact with the Chancery Office." 
-

23 Is that how that reads there, Cardinal? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. Okay. Now, was that information -- that 
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information surely would have been brought to your 

attention; is that right? 

A. Not necBssarily. 

Q. You don't think that Monsignor Cullen would have 
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provided you the information that was provided to him by 

Father Jagodzinski about Monsignor Walls, the fact that 

the pastor of the parish where he was in residence had no 

idea when he came and went and what he did with his time? 

You don't think Monsignor Cullen would have provided you 

with that information? 

A. I don't recollect it. 

Q. Would you consider Monsignor Cullen to have been 

derelict in his duties if he did not provide you that 

information? 

Q. Would you have wanted do know about that 

18 information? 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

this. 

Not necessarily if I thought that he was handling 

Reason why he's Vicar for Administration is that hE 

is to administer. You know, I don't -- I can't say that 

22 this was that of a high level that it should have been 

23 reported to me necessarily. 

24 Q. Cardinal, are you -- and if I'm incorrect, I want 

25 you to please correct me, but when we first began here 
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today, one of the things that I believe that you said was 

that your paramount concern was for the safety of children 

and that you wanted to be aware of every allegation that 

came into the Archdiocese of Philadelphia with regard to 

this issue? 

A. When I first came, I have to say that I -- that was 

to be presumed that they tell they would tell me this. 

Q. So you just left it to their desires whether or not 

to give you that information? 

A. I had to leave it up to their judgment. You know, 

when any allegation was made, this is after establishing 

the Secretary for the Clergy, it was to be brought to my 

attention. 

As far as memos to Monsignor Cullen or information 

like this, how a policy was enacted with a pastor, their 

17 judgment may have been that it wasn't necessary to norm 

18 

19 

me of this. I don't recollect their telling me. 

Q. Do you think, Cardinal, that Monsignor Meehan, who 

20 was the pastor, had a right to know what the background 0 

21 Monsignor Walls was? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Looking back, yes. 

Do you think at that Monsignor Walls should have 

24 had some restrictions or some monitorin~ of his behavior? 

25 A. In accordance with the report of Saint Luke, he 
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2 should have. 

3 Q. And given the letter which was received in 1990, it 

4 appears to have been that neither of those things had been 

5 done, that Monsignor Meehan hadn't been informed of what 

6 his history was and that he was having no restrictions 

7 placed on his activities? 

8 (The witness conferred with his 

9 attorney.) 

10 

11 

12 

THE WITNESS: One could argue from 

this -- from this that he was not informed. He 

says, "To my knowledge, I was not informed." 

13 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

14 Q. So it appears that information was never conveyed 

15 to him? 

hat. 

17 Q. It appears that way, and I mean, in fact, the 

18 letter also indicates that he has sought clarification of 

19 what his position was? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And that that hadn't been acted on by the 

22 Chancellor's office or the Secretary for Clergy's office? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

It seemed that. 

And, Cardinal, would you agree that if during this 

25 period of time where Monsignor Walls is in a parish and ne 
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2 one is monitoring his behavior and no one knows what it is 

.. 3 -. - that they're supposed to be monitoring, because they don't 

4 know what his past is, that if there were harm caused to a 
.1 

5 child during that period of time, that the responsibility 

6 for that would ultimately fallon your shoulders? 

7 A. If it was dereliction of duties there, I would have 

8 to say I am the one responsible. Yes. 

-9 Q. And, Cardinal, you would agree that as the 

10 Secretary for Clergy or as your Vicar General, given the 

11 past that we are aware of Monsignor Walls, that his 

12 activities should have been monitored and the pastor 

13 should have been informed? 

14 A. From what the report from Saint Luke says, it woule 

15 seem that he should have been told. 

16 Q. Now, referring to grand jury nine seventy-nine, 

17 that' s . tile··· i et te r .. [ ha twas· f';fi:ltten ·OT Motts i·fjfior .. Walls.t.Q .. 

18 Reverend Jagodzinski, the date of that letter is Septembe. 

19 24, 1990. 

20 You see where I'm referring to, Cardinal? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Okay. And I'm talking about the second paragraph 

23 there, and it reads: "It might be useful for me to begin 

24 this response with the description of the parish 

25 involvement I do maintain: I offer a parish Mass daily 
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and often binate on Sundays and some weekdays. I help 

1 

2 

3 with regular parish confessions as needed both on weekends 

4 and for special events, and I administer the sacraments of 

5 baptism and matrimony as needed. In addition, when 

6 Monsignor Meehan is away from the area, I provide 

7 necessary coverage of the parish. Sometimes, too, 

8 individual parishioners approach me for individual 

9 counseling and spiritual direction." 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

That's how that paragraph reads? 

Yes. 

Now, Cardinal, back to the allegations that were 

13 originally brought against Monsignor Walls, the allegatior 

14 involved a girl, a minor, who had gone to Monsignor Walls 

15 for counseling, and during the course of that counseling, 

16 Monsignor Walls had sexually assaulted her. 

17 Do you think that his saying that he was offeri~g 

18 counseling to the parishioners was a cause for concern or 

19 should have been a cause for a concern? 

20 A. I never knew this was going on. 

21 (The witness conferred with his 

22 attorney.) 

23 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

-24 Q. Do you think that Father Jagodzinski should have 

25 brought that to your attention? 
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A. It talks here -- it talks here about "sometimes 

individual parishioners approached me for individual 

4 counseling and spiritual direction." 
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5 He doesn't mention any age there. Doesn't say he's 

6 dealing with young people or children. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

You're talking about the original allegation? 

No. The letter that he --

I understand that. Do you think that -- oh, okay. 

Do you think, Cardinal, that given that, that 

somebody should have gone and said: This counseling that 

12 you're doing, Monsignor Walls, who are you doing it with? 

13 What are the ages of the people that you're counseling? 

14 Given the nature of the allegation that had 

15 occurred in which Monsignor Walls admitted his guilt in, 

16 do xou think that should have been followed up on? 

17 A. Well, what should have been followed on is what was 

18 said in Saint Luke's, that he should not be working with 

19 or mingling with young people, with teenagers. 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

Now, this is known -- I'm sorry. 

I was going to say, if I may, that what he 

22 describes here seems to be a little bit different from 

23 what Monsignor Meehan describes in his letter, that he 

24 hardly sees him. 

25 I mean, this gives a different impression, as 
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The date is May 3, 1988, and it's regarding a telephone 

conversation with Monsignor James Meehan. 

Is that how the heading that memo reads? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Okay. And in this memo, this references a letter 

that Monsignor -- it says that you spoke with him by phone 

and it is regarding a letter that he sent to you on April 

11, 1988, where he wrote to you with some concerns about 

Monsignor David Walls; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it says: "Monsignor Meehan told me that he is 

concerned for several reasons. First of all, he feels 

that there are reports about Monsignor Walls that are 

becoming more and more public." 

-ItH 5 ays: -"Several-women -hayed stated -tnatnQ.nas 

been involved in pedophilia." 

Is that what that says? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, Cardinal, just so we're clear, pedophilia is , 

sexual disorder that involves adults with children, 

correct? 

A. (No response.) 

Q. That's your understanding, and you had that 

understanding of pedophilia back in 1988? 



94 
1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 A. Yes. I don't know. 

7 
3 Q. You don't know whether you had that? 

4 A • No. I think at the beginning. I know what it is 
• 'C 

5 now. 

6 Q. Okay. 

7 A. I think when it first came out, there was a period 

8 of time when that was a general term used and the 

9 distinction was not made between pedophilia and 

10 ephebophilia, and I knew that we -- it was a learning 

. 
11 process then to see the distinction. 

12 That was rather early in the in the notoriety of 

13 such cases, so I cannot say at that time when I use the 

14 word "pedophilia," that it meant children below the age of 

15 puberty, but that did develop later on. 

16 Q. Your understanding may have been that it was a 

17 disease that affected children from toddler age a e 

18 way up to eighteen? 

19 A. A~ that time. 

20 Q. At that time in 1988? 

21 A. It could have been, yes, a diagnosis of up to 

22 eighteen. 

23 Q. Does the fact that there were people talking in the 

24 parish and that that information was conveyed to you, does 

25 that refresh your recollection as to the fact that the 
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2 minor that the victim that Monsignor Walls assaulted 

, 3 was a minor? 

4 A. No . 
. 
~. 

5 Q. Okay. Now, it goes on to say that he had a second 

6 major concern, and that was he had been told by Monsignor 

7 Shoemaker not to allow Monsignor Walls to say a public 

8 Mass. 

9 Was that the information that Monsignor Walls had, 

10 that he wasn't allowed to say Mass? 

11 A. I don't know, but this is what it says here. 

12 Q. Okay. You at the end of this document say: "I 

13 told MonSignor Meehan that I would look into the matter"; 

14 is that correct? 

15 A. At that time, that's what it says. 

16 Q. Now, can we assume, Cardinal, that you did do that, 

17 that you looked into it? 

18 A. Well, that I would have called up, probably. I 

19 don't -- I'm just assuming now. 

20 Q. Okay. 

2,1 A. That if I received this, I would have been in touch 

22 at least with Father Jagodzinski. 

23 ,Excuse me, whoever was -- it may have been still 

24 Monsignor Shoemaker at the time. 

25 Q. Well --
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A. It was at that time because that was the first few 

months after my arrival. 

Q. Cardinal, given the fact that this memo is written 

by you on May 3, 1988, and then the information which I 

showed you, the three documents, all deal with a time in 

August an? September of 1990, and there still seems to be 

a tremendous amount of confusion with regard to what 

Monsignor Walls's responsibilities at the parish are, what 

his restrictions, if any, are, does that refresh your 

recollection that this situation was --

(The witness conferred. with his 

attorney. ) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. That this was the situation that needed to be 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Forgive me again. 

Sure. 

Could you break it down. 

Sure. The memo that you wrote in 1988, you tell 

21 Monsignor Meehan that you will look into the questions 

22 

23 

24 

that he has? 

A. 

Q. 

25 Walls? 

Yes. 

Which is what is the situation with Monsignor 
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Right. 

Okay. The other documents which I showed you, 
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4 which are all dated in 1990, either August or September of 

5 1990, reflect the fact that Monsignor Meehan still has no 

6 idea what his responsibilities towards Monsignor Walls 

7 are. 

8 Is that a fair statement with regard to the letter 

9 that Monsignor Walls made? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

It seems 

Wrote? 

12 Do you know whether anything was done to clear up 

13 that situation? 

14 A. I don't recall. A memo like this, what would -- my 

15 usual practice, when I get a memo like this and it's 

16 addressed to the file, it means it goes to whoever is 

17 responsible for the clergy. 

18 So they would have had to have seen this, and 

19 there's a possibility, a good possibility that I called, 

20 spoke to him, but I don't recall any of this. 

21 Q. Cardinal, with regard to MonSignor Cullen, who 

22 became your Vicar for Administration? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And given the fact that that was the second highest 

25 position in the Archdiocese, directly under you -- and you 
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2 handpicked Monsignor Cullen for that position; is that 

. ~ . 3 - right? 

4 A. Yes . 
. ' -. 

5 Q. You handpicked Monsignor Cullen because you had 

6 confidence in his abilities; is that right? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And you knew he was a good administrator, and you 

9 knew that he was he provided you the information that 

10 was important in the Archdiocesei is that right? 

11 A. Yes. Yes. 

12 Q. Information that came to him, he conveyed to youi 

13 is that right? 

14 A. Not all of it. What he thought was important to 

15 bring to my attention. 

Cardinal, and you knew Monsignor Cullen -- you kno1 

17 Monsignor Cullen very well. He's now bishop out in 

18 Allentown, correct? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. And Monsignor Cullen was obviously greatly 

21 concerned about the issue of clergy sexual abuse with 

22 minors, is that correct? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. And he knew that that was a huge concern of yours 

25 as well? 
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Yes. 

And I just want to make sure, Cardinal. 
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You're 

4 saying that Monsignor Cullen, who this memo was directed 

5 to, and the specific purpose of the memo was for 

6 information of the Archbishop, you're saying that you 

7 don't recall getting any of the information that's 

8 contained in that memo? 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall it. 

Okay. NOW, Cardinal, would it surprise you to know 

11 that Monsignor Walls remained in residence at Saint John 

12 Neumann for fourteen years, from 1988 through 2002? 

13 

14 

A. I can't say that I always knew that, but if that's 

what it is, then. . remember, I never linked him with 

15 abuse of a minor. 

16 Q. 

18 minor. 

19 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I'm sorry? 

n my memory, never linked him with abuse of a 

When you say you never linked in your mind -

My recollection doesn't 

Well, you were aware on a yearly basis who the 

22 staff was at Saint John's, right? 

23 

24 

25 

A. Not necessarily. I mean, we have we have so 

many parishes. I don't keep up on each one of them. 

Q. Well, clearly at some point in time in those 
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2 fourteen years, that had to have been an ass~gnment made 

3 by you or authorized by you for a change in an assistant ... 

4 pastor at Saint John Neumann. Would that be likely, 
# 

" .. 

5 Cardinal? 

6 A. I don't recall all of these assignments that I 

7 make. There are hundreds and hundreds of them over the 

8 years. 

9 Q. And you don't have any recollection? It wasn't in 

10 your mind about Monsignor Walls? 

11 Even though you yourself authored a memo in 1988 

12 which says that Monsignor Meehan had said that several 

13 women have stated that he had been involved in pedophilia, 

14 that's not something that was in your mind? 

15 A. No. No. I have no recollection of that. 

16 Q. But, Cardinal, if in fact Monsignor Walls remained 

17 at Saint John for fourteen years with no restrictions on 

18 him, continuing to say Mass and hear confessions, includec 

19 within that, interaction with altar boys and hearing 

20 confessions of students, that ultimately would have been 

21 your responsibility; is that right? 

22 A.(No response.) 

23 Q. His remaining there? 

24 (The witness conferred with his 

25 attorney. ) 
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2 THE WITNESS: . Could you repeat.... 

r _ 

3 MS. McCARTNEY: Could I repeat it? 

4 THE WITNESS: Yes. 

5 MS. McCARTNEY: Absolutely, Cardinal. 

6 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

7 Q. If in fact Monsignor Walls remained at Saint John 

8 Neumann for fourteen years and during that time he 

9 continued to say Mass, hear confessions, he would have 

10 been there with your authority; is that right? 

11 A. I am the ultimate authority. 

12 Q. NOw, with regard to Monsignor Walls, on March 15, 

13 2002, do you recall getting a memo that dealt with the 

14 fact that Monsignor Lynn and Father Welsh, both in the 

15 
~ 

Secretary of Clergy's office, had met with~and 
fA \\'t('V' . -

16 that~dentified herself as being the 

.17 individual that was involved, that had been sexually 

18 abused by Father Walls back in 1988? 

19 A. I have no recollection of that. 

20 Q. I'll show you what I'll mark as grand jury nine 

21 eight two. 

22 (GJ-982 was marked for identification.) 

23 (Pause.) 

24 THE WITNESS: Okay. I have read this. 

25 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

... -~. 
3 Q . Okay. Now, Cardinal, that memo, again, that is 

4 headed "Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Secretary of the 
.~ 

5 Clergy." It's to Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua. It's from 

6 Monsignor William Lynn. The date on that is March 26, and 

7 it's regarding Monsignor David Walls; is that right? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. And in this memo, it says, and I'm summarizing, 

10 
~~-

that ............ and her mother met with Monsignor Lynn 

11 and Father Welsh on March 15, 2002. She came forward 

12 based upon the recent media publicity surrounding this 

13 issue, and she says basically that she was the one that 

14 the therapist was referring to when the therapist made the 

15 allegation or made the complaints against Father Walls in 

16 1988. 

17 Is that right? 

18 A. Excuse me. Could you tell me where that says that 

19 again. 

20 Q. Well, I'll read it directly. I'm looking at the 

21 second paragraph. 

22 "When allegations were brought forth against 

23 Monsignor Walls in 1988, a therapist was interviewed by 

24 the Chancery, who informed them that Monsignor Walls had 

25 made sexual advances two years previous against a sixteen 
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2 year old girl. The therapist also stated that the brothel 

- 3 - ~-
of her client had been approached by Monsignor Walls. At 

4 the time, Monsignor Walls was sent for evaluation and 
.~ . 

5 therapy. Monsignor Walls was in residence at Saint 

6 Matthias Parish, Bala Cynwyd, at the time. The file 

7 indicates that he was never given a new assignment, 

8 although at one point permission was given for him to work 

9 in Catholic Social Services. It appears this never 

10 happened. He was given permission to live in residence at 

11 Saint John Neumann Parish, Bryn Mawr. In fact, his 

12 current status is still listed as administrative leave." 

13 A. Right. 

14 (The witness conferred with his 

15 attorney. ) 

16 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

17 Q. And in the fourth paragraph, and this is the 

18 information that's provided by ~.4 ... _. it says: "In 

19 our meeting, she provided more detail than what was in the 

20 file previously. Besides the incident reported by her 

21 therapist, she stated that he had picked her up in his car 

22 one evening. It was apparent he had been drinking. She 

23 claimed he kissed her and fondled her breasts." 

24 You see where I'm reading from, Cardinal? 

25 A. Yes. Yes. 
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2 Q. Okay. NOw, after this comes forward, after 

0-

- -- 3 comes forward in 2002, Monsignor Walls is spoken 

4 to, is that right? -
5 And it's discussed with him --

6 A. Wait. 

7 Q. that maybe he should have to move from the 

8 parish at that time, and there's a recommendation which is 

9 given to you, and that recommendation is that Monsignor 

10 Walls remain on administrative leave, he be asked to leave 

11 his residence at Saint John Neumann Rectory and restrict 

12 his faculties to saying Mass privately and continue to be 

13 provided with stipends and benefits, that discussion 

14 concerning retirement be taken up at a later date. 

15 That's what it says, correct? 

16 A. Yes. 

And ultimately on 4/1 of '02, you write this is 

18 your handwriting: "After clarification from Monsignor 

19 Lynn, above recommendations are approved," and it's your 

20 initials, "AJ8"; is that right? 

21 MR. HODGSON: No, that's not what it 

22 says. 

23 MS. McCARTNEY: I'm sorry? 

24 THE WITNESS: That's not what it says. 

25 MR. HODGSON: That's not what that 
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2 says. 

3 MS. McCARTNEY: What does it say? 

4 (Pause.) 

5 MS. McCARTNEY: You have a bad copy. 

6 MR. SPADE: Yes. 

7 (Pause.) 

8 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

9 where I was referring to, Cardinal? Q. Do you see 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. I'm sorry. You had a copy that didn't corne througt 

12 on that. 

13 Ultimately, that is what happened, what happens 

14 with Monsignor Wallsi is that right? He continues on 

15 administrative leave? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. He left Saint John Neumann Rectory? 

18 A. He had to leave there. 

19 Q. Yes. Is that correct? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. Now, Cardinal, can you explain to us why it is that 

22 for fourteen years Monsignor Meehan was able to function 

23 as a p~iest in the parish, saying Mass, hearing 

24 confessions, and then in 2002 he was no longer permitted 

25 to do that? 
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2 A. Not Monsignor Meehan. 

-- 3 . ~ .. Q. Walls. Monsignor Walls? I'm sorry. I apologize. 

4 . ;. 
A. Can I discuss this? May I discuss. 

~ 

5 Q. Sure. 

6 A. I need some clarification. 

7 (The witness conferred with his 

8 attorney. ) 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 Q. Are you ready, Cardinal? 

11 A. Yes. Could you repeat the question, please. 

12 Q. Yes. 

13 MS. McCARTNEY: Let the record reflect 

14 that there has been time provided for counsel to 

15 consult with the Cardinal. 

16 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

17 Q. I believe that the question was, Cardinal: In 

18 2002, Monsignor Walls was asked to leave Saint John 

19 Neumann, a place where he had been for fourteen years, 

20 functioning as a priest in that parish. 

21 Can you explain to us why in 2002 he was no longer 

22 able to do that, or I should say no longer permitted to do 

23 that? 

24 (The witness conferred with his 

25 attorney. ) 
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THE WITNESS: This is the first time 

that Monsignor Lynn actually spoke to the victim, 
C."(~ 

the alleged victim, Up until then, 

everything was from the therapist. 

In those fourteen years, I don't know 

of any kind of incident involving Monsignor Walls, 

so something must have been told to Monsignor Lynn 

and that he felt that it was no longer appropriate 

for him to remain in the parish. 

I don't recall if there was something 

like that, but it must have been good. He must 

have had good reason for recommending that he be 

removed from the parish. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Cardinal, if you recall, the evaluation that was 

conducted at Saint John's or, I'm sorry, Saint Luke's, 

they took a history from Monsignor Walls at that time. 

In that history, Monsignor Walls acknowledged and 

admitted that he had in fact inappropriately touched an 

adolescent male and had pursued an adolescent female. 

So there's acknowledgments on his part with regard 

to the allegations that had been lodged against him in the 

report from 1988. 

A. Yes. 
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2 Q. What more is needed? I mean, you have a guy that'~ 

- 3 accused of sexual misconduct involving a minor. He 

4 acknowledges it. He admits it occurred in 1988. He's 

5 allowed to remain in a parish for fourteen years. And 

6 then all of a sudden, when a victim comes forward, based 

7 upon the publicity that had been going on nationally, then 

8 he's told to pack up. He can no longer live at the 

9 parish. 

10 Can you tell us --. 

11 A. Well, the report from Saint Luke's Institute 

12 actually says that he is allowed to go back to a ministry. 

13 They tell you how, you know, to conduct the that he can 

14 go back to ministry, abstain from working with 

15 conditions, abstain from working with or mingling with 

16 youth or young adults. 

17 Q. I understand that's what the evaluation says, 

18 Cardinal, and we've already discussed it, and I think that 

19 you've already acknowledged the fact that even though that 

20 was a restriction that was recommended by Saint Luke's, 

21 that he wasn't being monitored. 

22 My question remains that what has changed between 

23 1988 and 2002? 

24 A. Whatever was reported -- all I can say, whatever 

25 was 
Coltt.!,V\ 

reported byZI 2& "must have influenced Monsignor 
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2 Walls was not credible? 

3 

4 

A. No. 

5 attorney.) 

6 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

(The witness conferred with his 
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7 Q. Is that right? You're saying it was, or it was not 

8 credible? 

9 (The witness conferred with his 

10 attorney.) 

11 THE WITNESS: It was credible. 

12 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

13 Q. And given the fact that there was a credible 

14 allegation against Monsignor Walls, can you explain why 

15 there were no restrictions on him in terms of what he was 

16 able to do? 

17 A. There were restrictions. We -- at the time, in 

18 1988, remember, we were still at the beginning of an 

19 appreciation of all of these problems, and we have the 

20 medical report saying he can go back to some kind of 

21 ministry with certain restrictions. 

22 Q. But, Cardinal, those restrictions, those 

23 restrictions were not actually imposed on Monsignor Walls 

24 based upon the information that you have in front of you 

25 today, correct? 
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2 A. Well 

- 3 - --
~ 

Q. He was able to work? 

4 A. I had to presume again that the Office of the 
- -

5 Clergy, at the time it was 1988, was Monsignor Shoemaker, 

6 was supposed to implement those restrictions. 

7 Q. But you had personal information in 1988, in May, 

8 when you had your conversation with Monsignor Meehan, you 

9 had personal information that he was concerned about 

10 whether or not Monsignor Walls could .be saying Mass, and 

11 you said that you would look into it? 

12 A. Which I must have, because I -- the memo would go 

13 down to Monsignor Shoemaker. It was up to him to follow 

14 up on that. 

15 Q. But since you said you would look into it, 

16 Cardinal, and the letter came to you and the convers~~lQn 

17 with Monsignor Meehan happened with you, didn't you have 

18 an obligation to follow through on that personally and to 

19 make sure that Monsignor Shoemaker was --

20 A. What my practice would have been, that memo would 

21 have gone down to him. 

~ 22 I may have spoken to Monsignor Shoemaker, but I 

23 have no recollection back in 1988. 

24 Q. And in 1990, there's information that comes in that 

25 there is confusion as to what Monsignor Walls is doing and 
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2 what he's able to do and --

.. ' 3 (The witness conferred with his 

. 4 attorney. ) 
- . 

5 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

6 Q. And that was not pursued either, to your knowledge 

7 or you don't know? 

8 A. As far as I know, none of that was reporting that, 

9 anything, involvement with children. 

10 (The witness conferred with his 

11 attorney. ) 

12 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

13 Q. Okay. Cardinal, just one further question and then 

14 I think we're going to take a break. 

15 When you -- this has already been previously marked 

16 as grand jury nine f i ftY-l3:i x.'C.hisier the1:nt::cervrewThaE 

17 was done with Lynn Doyle, and the date of that was -- it 

18 was taped on June 24, and it was broadcast on June 25. 

19 Do you have that exhibit in front of you? 

20 MR. HODGSON: Here it is. 

21 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

22 Q. And could you refer specifically to page six of 

23 that document, Cardinal, and if you look at the top 

24 paragraph on page six, I'm going to start reading the last 

25 sentence on that paragraph, and it says: "And one thing I 
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would like to point out, so many times when I've done this 

topic on the show, we talk about the Catholic Church, and 

we talked about it, people assume that it's Philadelphia, 

but really Philadelphia has really not been touched 

by . If 

And you respond: "Very little." 

And Lynn Doyle asks: . very few accusations 

of sexual misconduct because of programs that you've put 

into place a long time ago," 

And you respond to that, "Yes." 

And then you go on and you say: HI don' t know how 

to explain that. We've had some problems, but nowhere 

near what some of the other dioceses and archdioceses. As 

soon as I came in, I started it, you know, before when, as 

soon as I came into Philadelphia I wanted to know what the 

c es were and the procedures in this, and so I did 

18 right from the very beginning say, 'we have to take a very 

19 firm stand here.'" 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Do you remember saying that on the Lynn Doyle show? 

No, I don't recall my interviews. 

Is that consistent with how you view your 

Yes, but --

-- leadership in the Archdiocese? 

Yes. Taken in context, what it means, from the 
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2 very beginning. 

3 Q. From the very beginning 'of your taking over in the 

4 Archdiocese? 

Doesn't mean necessarily the first day. 

No, I --

5 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

A. You know, it means that I have to take a period of 

8 time to assemble my leaders of various departments, to 

9 reorganize, and that's what I start talking about, a very 

10 beginning, once I had my various staff around me. 

11 Q. Do you think, Cardinal, leaving a person who 

12 acknowledged sexual misconduct with a minor in a parish 

13 for fourteen years with, as we've already discussed, few 

14 if any restrictions on their abilities, would you consider 

15 that taking a very firm stand? 

16 A. I said that I had no recollection that he was 

17 involved with a minor . 

. LB. n.Q'F=-==- . WelliyouTr·ecoTTecTT()iiiio·fwTth~:"ta~d.iIlg, Cardinal, 

19 the documents supported 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

I know that. 

that it was a minor, and so I'll ask you: 

22 regard to what the documents show and with Monsignor 

With 

23 Walls's own admission of his participation in the assault 

24 with minors, do you think it's a very firm stand to allow 

25 him to remain in a parish for fourteen years? 
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A. If it had been brought to my attention, you know 

you know, as it was recently, we would have -- we stilL 

would have gone by -- at the beginning, by what the SaLnt 

Luke's Institute recommended. 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney. ) 

MS. COX: Would everyone be able to 

come back after an hour and fifteen-minute lunch 

break? 

MR. HODGSON: Oh, I can't. I can't. I 

thought it was -- I understood this was ten to one. 

MS. COX: Okay. Well, then we'll 

resume tomorrow at nine thirty. 

Would you be able to continue later 

tomorrow? 

MR. HODGSON: Yes. I'll talk to his 

Eminence. Yes. 

MS. COX: Okay. Thank you. 

MR. HODGSON: Okay. 

MS. COX: After you leave the room, 

we'll find out from the jurors what their schedule 

is like tomorrow. 

MR. HODGSON: All right. 

MS. COX: And for the record, it is 
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I hereby certify that the proceedings and 

evidence are contained fully and accurately in 

the notes taken by me on the trial of the above 

cause, and that this copy is a correct transcript 

of the same. 

The foregoing record 

the trial of the above cause is hereby approved 

and directed to be filed 

Judge 
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2 MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. Are we ready? 
J 

F 3 Today's date is August 22. The time is 

4 now 10:04 A.M., and this is the matter of C-10. 

5 We've just called a witness to the 

6 stand. 

7 

8 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, 

9 having been previously sworn, was examined and 

10 testified as follows: 

11 

12 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

13 Q. Good morning, Cardinal. 

14 A. Good morning. 

15 Q. Could you state your name for the record, please. 

16 A. Yes. Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua, Archbishop of 

18 Q. Prior to coming here to testify today, Cardinal, 

19 you were sworn in as a witness before this grand jury by 

20 the Honorable Jugge Jones? 

21 A . Yes. 
.. 
" 22 Q. And at that time your rights and obligations were 

'. 
~, 23 explained to you as a witness before the grand jury; is 

24 that right? 

25 A. Yes. 
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Q. And you also filled out a form which also explained 

tho s e" rig h t s ? 

A. Yes: 

Q. And one of the rights that you have is to have an 

attorney present with you as you testify in front of this 

grand jurYi is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you in fact do have an attorney with you? 

A. Yes. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Counsel, for the 

record, could you plea~e state your name. 

MR. HODGSON: Yes. My name is Clark 

Hodgson, and I represent Cardinal Bevilacqua. I 

practice with the law fi~m of Stradley, Ronon, 

Stevens and Young in Philadelphia. 

18 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

19 Q. And, Cardinal, when those rights were explained to 

20 you, did you understand them then and do you understand 

21 them now today? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

MS. McCARTNEY: And for the record, we 

have how many jurors present? 
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2 
II .. 

3 

4 

5 present, which constitutes a quorum~ 

6 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

7 Q. Good morning, Cardinal. 

8 A. Good morning. 

9 Q. When we were here yesterday, we spent some time 

10 talking about the case of Monsignor David Walls. 

11 Do you recall that? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. An~ one nf the issues that came up with regard to 

14 Monsignor Walls was whether or not -- well, we became 

15 aware of the fact that in 198B an allegation had been 

16 brought against Monsignor Walls with regard to a sexual 

IB information about a sexual contact with an adolescent 

19 male. 

20 Do you recall that? 

'" . 21 A. That was presented to me. 

22 Q. Okay. And, Cardinal; at that time, you told us 

23 that you did not recall having the information available 

24 to you which would have indicated that the victim was a 

25 minor or an adolescent. 
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Do you recall that? 

Yes. 

5 

1 

2 

3 

4 

A. 

Q. okay. I'm going to ask, Cardinal, if I could show 

5 you a document. 

6 MS. McCARTNEY: And I'm going to mark 

7 ·this document as grand jury exhibit nine eight 

8 three. 

9 (GJ-983 was marked for identification.) 

10 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

11 Q •. And at the same time, Cardinal, I'm going to ask 

12 that this be handed to you as well. This was marked 

13 yesterday as grand jury exhibit nine seven seven. 

14 

15 

(Pause.) 

NOw, Cardinal, what I handed you, which is marked 

16 as grand jury nine eighty-three, that has a heading that 

'-1'7==s'"ffys"' !'A-:rchdierce'S6 crfPhil-ade"1'Phi-a ,'LHantl"it LS fromt-he" 

18 

19 

Office of the Chancery. It is directed to you, Archbishop 

Bevilacqua. It's from Monsignor Shoemaker, and the date 

20 of this document is May 3, 1988, and it is regarding 

21 Reverend Monsignor David E.'Walls, Ph.D., and in 

22 parentheses, 1960, and that's the date of his ordination. 

23 Is that right? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And on this document, it's a discussion 
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about what had taken place at a personnel meeting which 

3 had been held on April 27 of 1988 in which you had said 

4 that you had wanted to see Monsignor Walis yourself. 

6 

5 And I'm going to ask specifically that you refer to 

6 the last paragraph of that document, and I'm going to read 

7 it, and I'd like you to say whether or not I've read it 

8 correctly. 

9 It says: "I am enclosing the confidential 

10 memorandum from Saint Luke Institute regarding his case, 

11 and I respectfully note the recommendations which are 

12 summarized at the" conclusion of the last page of this 

13 evaluation." 

14 Did I read that paragraph correctly, Cardinal? 

15 

16 

17 

Yes. A. 

Q. And on the document it has your acknowledgment ~hat 

you rece ecause says: s, your 

18 initials "AJB" and a date of 5/4/88. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

says: 

Is that right? 

Yes. 

Okay. And your acknowiedgment on the bottom which 

"Thanks," that would indicate" that you" had in fact 

23 reviewed that document. 

24 Is that right? 

25 A. Yes. 
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2 Q. Okay. And looking back on to the last paragraph, 

3 Monsignor Shoemaker says that he enclosed with that 

4 memorandum that you're looking at, grand jury nine 

5 eighty-three, the Saint Luke's Institute report. 

6 Is that right? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And I'm going to ask you to refer to what 

9 was marked yesterday as grand jury nine seven seven? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Can I read this, please. 

Sure. 

The whole memorandum. 

Sure. 

(Pause.) 

Yes. You want to refer to this document? 

If you would, please, Cardinal, and I want you to 

HU-17 --specTflcarTy~~reTer-to- tnepage otthTsndocu-m-e1Tt:HwhTchH~~s~ 

18 stamped 000946. 

19 Do you see where I'm referring to? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And in this document, and I want to refer 

22 specifically to the third paragraph, and I want to start 

23 reading where the sentence begins: "More recently in 

24 1985." 

25 Do you see where I'm referring to? About the 
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middle of the paragraph. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

-Q. 

Yes. 

Do you see that? 

Yes. 

Okay. It says there: "More recently in 1985 and 

8 

7 May of 1986, Father Walls noted that he did pursue a young 

B woman, an adolescent, sexually and that he also w~s 

9 inappropriate in touching a young man. He is not aware of 

10 any abiding attraction of a sexual nature to young people. 

11 These individuals were adolescents, but were physically 

12 mature. He is not aware of any sexual interest in 

13 physically undeveloped children." 

14 Is that what is written there? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

So, Cardinal, is it fair to assume at this point in 

you rece v t e memo from 

lB Monsignor Shoemaker and enclosed within that memo was the 

19 Saint Luke's eNaluation, that you were in fact aware .in 

20 1988 that the allegations with regard to Monsignor Walls 

21 

22 

23 

involved an adolescent? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

As I said, I do not recall this. 

But it would be fair to conclude that in 

24 1988, not talking about what you remember today in 2003, 

25 but in 1988, you were in fact aware of the fact that the 
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-, 2 accuser was a adolescent, a minor? 

3 A. That the accuser was an adolescent? , 

4 Q . Yes. 
.; 

5 A. Yes, from this. 

6 Q. And 

7 A. May I make a . in reading this, you'll have to 

8 remind me. 

9 In reading this sentence, it speaks about he 

10 pursued a young woman and he also was inappropriately in 

11 touching a young man. 

12 From this I cannot deduce that either one of these 

13 was the accuser. You said now, right now, that the-

14 accuser was an adolescent. This is referring to two 

15 people, but no names. 

16 Q. Cardinal 

18 Q. let me just refresh, if I may, the history with 

19 regard to Monsignor Walls, which I believe that we went 

20 over yesterday and that we wer~ clear that the information 

21 had been conveyed to you. 

22 There was an allegation of a young woman who wanted 

23 to remain anonymous, and the therapist of that young woman 

24 had come forward to Monsignor Shoemaker and said that 

25 Monsignor Walls had been inappropriately sexual with her 
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~ 
2 and that she had reported it to her therapist and the 

, -
~ 3 therapist went and reported it to Monsignor Shoemaker. 

4 That was the allegation that came in 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. to the Office of the Chancery, in addition to 

7 which the therapist also reported to Monsignor Shoemaker 

8 that there was an adolescent male who had also been 

9 approached by Monsignor Walls. 

10 Do you recall that? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Okay. So you're sayin~ that even aft~r when you 

13 read this document 

14 A. I said it was hard from this to deduce that it was 

15 the same person. 

16 There seems to be a presumption of that, but these 

e ones egation. 

18 Q. Okay. But you had access to this document back in 

19 1988, and I can assume, Cardinal, that your memory of the 

20 events.surrou~ding Monsignor Walls and the allegation 

'. 21 would have certainly been much fresher in your mind when 

22 you received this memo from Monsignor Shoemaker in May 

23 1988 than they are today. 

24 Would that be a fair assumption to make? 

25 A. I think you could make that for that time. 
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Q. And again, Cardinal, the recommendation from Saint 

Luke Institute specifically recommend~d that Monsignor 

4 Walls abstain from working with or mingling with youth or 

5 ·young adults in any unsupervised capacity; is that 

6 correct? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's also recommendation number four on the Saint 

Luke Institute report; is that right? 

A. Yes 

attorney.) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

(The witness conferred with his 

Q. Now, we also spoke yesterday with regard to 

Monsignor Walls being given residence at Saint John 

Neumann in Bryn Mawr. 

o you reca 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we established yesterday that Monsignor Walls 

was allowed to remain in residence without an assignment, 

but in residence at Saint John Neumann's for fourteen 

years. 

Do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And we also talked about the fact that while 
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Monsignor Walls was there, the pastor of Saint John 

3 Neumann, Monsignor Meehan, was concerned with regard to 

12 

4 what his responsibility was vis-a-vis Monsignor Walls and 

5 what if any restrictions were on Monsignor Walls as he was 

6 in residence there. 

7 Do you recall that testimony? 

8 (The witness conferred with his 

9 attorney.) 

10 

11 

THE WITNESS: May I talk to my lawyer. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. 

12 (The witness conferred with his 

13 attorney.) 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. Did you have the opportunity to consult with your 

16 attorney--

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

-- Cardinal? 

Thank you. 

NOW, we were speaking· yesterday· about Monsignor 

Meehan's request of you and someone from the Chancery 

22 office defining his role with regard to Monsignor Walls. 

23 Do you recall that testimony from yesterday, 

24 cardinal? 

25 A. .Yes. 
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2 Q. Okay. I'm going to ask at this point that you be 

3 shown ~ document ~hich I'll mark as grand jury exhibit 

4 nine eighty-four. 

5 (GJ-984 wa$ marked for identification.) 

6 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

7 Q. And looking at the first page of that, I Just -- I 

8 left it open to the page that I'm ultimately going to 

9 direct you to, but at the first page of this document, 

10 it's a heading of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Office 

11 of the Vicar f?r pelaware County, and it's a memorandum, 

12 and it's to Reverend James E .. Molloy from Reverend Francis 

13 A. Menna. Date is November 2, 1990, and lt's regarding 

14 Monsignor David E Walls. 

15 Is that how that --

16 

18 

19 

A. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Now, Cardinal, in 1990, Reverend Molloy was the 

20 Assistant Vicar in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Vicar for Administration. 

The Assistant Vicar for Administration? 

Yes. 

He would have been directly under Monsignor Cullen, 

25 who would have been directly under you; is that right? 
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2 A. Yes. - . 
~ Q. Okay. And Father Menna was the Vicar for Delaware 

4 CountYi'is that right? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Okay. And for the record, Saint John Neumann's, 

7 which ,is located in Bryn Mawr, would have been par~ of the 

8 vicariate of Delaware tounty; is that correct? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Now, reading what is contained in this document, 

11 the first paragraph says: "Enclosed are copies of 

12 correspondence arid a file memorandum sent to me by 

13 Monsignor James Meehan, the pastor of Saint John Neumann 

14 Church in Bryn Mawr, which are self-explanatory." 

15 Do you see where I'm reading from, Cardinal? 

16 A. Yes. 

18 are a series of letters, all of which are authored by 

19 Monsignor Meehan, who's the pastor of Saint John, Neumann; 

20 is that correct? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Okay. Now, I want to specifically direct your 
'. 

23 attention to the letter that is dated October 25, 1990, 

24 and it is on Saint John Neumann letterhead, and it begins 

25 with: "Dear Frank," and again, "Dear Frank" is who 
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Monsignor Meehan is. writing to, would be Francis A. 

3 Meehan, the Vicar for Delaware County? 

4 

5 

MR. SPADE: Menna. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Menna. I'm sorry. 

6 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

7 

8 

9 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

The Vicar for Delaware County, correct? 

Yes. 

Now, if you could flip to the last page of that 

10 document, under "B,1I do you see where I'm referring to? 

11 It's stamped 000874. 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And under "BII it says: 

14 Dave is accountable." 

15 Do you see where? 

Yes. 

"I have no idea to whom 

15 

16 A. 

~17 .... ~. Q. ··~~OKay.~Anawe cari~assumet1iat nave~i sreterriITgto 

18 David Walls 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- is that right? 

Now, where it's under or: beside where it says "D,1I 

it says: "I make a strong request,1I and then in 

23 parentheses, lias strong as ·the boundaries of respect 

24 allow," end of parentheses, "for a legal document from a 

25 diocesan lawyer. describing my liabilities. I am aware 
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that pastors have been included in suits brought against 

3 the Church." 

4 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

Did I read that correctly? 

Yes. 

Okay. Now, the next page of that, there's a P.S. 

7 You see where I'm referring to, Cardinal? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Now, it says on this: "P.S. John Jagodzinski," 

10 and for the record, John Jagodzinski was the Secretary for 

11 Clergy at this time, correct --

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

-- in 1990? 

"John Jagodzinski sent much of this information to 

the Archbishop prior to his visit here on October 1. I 

thought we would have a good discussion. However, he 

interviewed Ed K Dave Wa 

18 told me he would interview me as I drove him around to 

19 visit the sick. It wasn't a good setting. He asked about 

20 Dave Walls, and I told him I felt I was sitting on a keg 

21 of dynamite as we arrived at one of the homes. The 

22 Archbishop's response, as best I can recall it, was" 

23 and this is in'quotes "'These problems are serious, and 

24 we cannot handle them as they were handled in the past,'" 

25 end quote. "He said no more. Given all the efforts I had 
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2 made for help .i·n this matter, I did not pursue the subj ect 

3 

4 

further. Maybe I gave up too easily. I have no problem 

with the needs of compassion. On the other hand, I cannot 

5 accept responsibility for any decisions made in regard to 

6 Dave W a-II s . II 

7 And then P.S. number two reads: "Frank, I cannot 

8 ask too strongly, but always within the bounds of respect, 

9 that any reply to the concerns of this letter be put in 

10 writing. Already I am plagued in this whole matter by who 

11 said what and when. I think it is too serious to depend 

12 on the limits of human memory." 

13 Did I read that correctly, Cardinal? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. Do you recall that conversation with 

16 Monsignor Meehan in which he asked for direction with 

regar visited at Saint John 

18 Neumann? 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

I do not. 

Okay. Do you recall visiting Saint John Neumann? 

I visited so many of the parishes. I presume I did 

22 since he said so. 

23 Q. Okay. And the letter that we were referring to is 

24 dated October 25, and accord~ng to Monsignor Meeh~n, the 

25 visit that you had made to Saint John Neumann where you 
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- 2· had this conversation was October 1. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

So w~ can assume that it was close in time to when 

he authored the letter, so his memory would have been 

fairly good? 

A. I have to presume that. 

Q. Okay. And as we established yesterday, Cardinal,-

to the best of your knowledge, nothing was done to clarify 

the situation with regard to Monsignor Walls at Saint John 

Neumann and he was allowed to remain in residence there 

for fourteen years; is that corrett? 

A. I -- may I say that I -- these are all ihe records. 

I don't see that. But these records and the concern of 

Monsig~or Meehan are dated in 1990, where he asked for 

help. But after that, I don't know what happened. 

There seems to be no further concern on the part of 

Monsignor Meehan. It is a possibility that further 

direction was given to him verbally in some way. So I'm 

not aware of anything happening after that of concern by 

Monsignor Meehan. 

Q. Cardinal, the packet of documents that I showed 

you, just for the rec~rd, established that letters were" 

written by Monsignor Meehan from 1988 through 1990; is 

that right? 

A. Yes. 
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. - 2 - Q. And in the letter that I just referred to, 

3 Monsignor Meehan asked for the clarification that he was 

4 seeking and he asked that it be put in wiiting; is tha~ 

5 right? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And do you have any documents that establish that 

B there was anything in writing sent to Monsignor Meehan 

9 that would establish what his responsibilities, if any, 

10 were to~ards Monsignor Walls?' 

11 A. I have· no knowledge of that, no recollection. 

12 Q. And do you know whether or not the Archdiocese has 

13 any documents? 

14 A. I don't. No, I don't know. 

15 Q. If there is documents that exist that were not 

16 contained within the secret archive file that was provided 

17 pursuant to the subpoena to our office, the secret archive 

IB file of David Walls, that would reflect that there was a 

19 clarification to Monsignor Meehan, that is not contained 

20 in the secret archive file as it was provided to us, I 

21 would ask that you would look for them and provide them to 

22 him if they in fact exist. 

23 Could you do that, in fact, for us, Cardinal? 

24 THE WITNESS: Could you do that? 

25 MR. HODGSON: Yes. 
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THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. But what is established on the record is the fact 

that we know that Monsignor Walls stayed at Saint John 

Neumann till·2002? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he continued to say Mass there? 

A. Again, as was seen in some of the documentation you 

gave me yesterday, as a resident, he would be allowed to 

say Mass. 

Q. And he would be allowed to hear confessions? 

A. Confessions, But as indicated, and it's hard for me 

to elaborate on it, it seems that Monsignor Meehan said 

that he was very, very rarely there. So I don't know the 

-extent of his functions there in actuality. 

n~l '7 =~=~=~.*!!:J==~Qt=.H .. ~~H ~&X'e-e~ptmto~~*nowtlrathe wa'S's~ayi~ngMacSsand hefr:ti~I[g~ 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

confession based upon the documents that w~ have? 

A. That was allowed, to do that. 

Q. Cardinal, in retrospect, knowing what you know now 

in 2003, do you think it was a mistake to leave Monsignor 

Walls in the situation he was in at Saint John Neumann for 

fourteen years? 

A. That's very hard to say. Very hard for me to 

answer that. He . . he was assigned th~re because we 
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were trying to comply, you know, with the Saint Luke's 

recommendations here. 

Q. Cardinal,we've already been through the Saint 

Luke's recommendations, one of which said he not be 

allowed to mingle with youth or youn~ adults. 

That was their recommendation, correct? 

A. Right, but there's no evidence that he did ming~e 

with youth and young adults. 

Q. Pardon? 

A. I said there's no evidence that he did do that. 

lived in a r~ctory. 

He 

Q. But as we've already established, Cardinal, and I 

don't want to· go back over what we did yesterday, but he 

was allowed to say Mass and you a~e fully aware of the' 

fact that during the course of saying a Mass and preparing 

""f6rt.ne" Mass;" tnere" are" a"lt-ar" boys "t"hat helpt=heporiestin 

both the preparation'and the completion of the Mass, 

correct? 

A. Ordinarily, yes. 

Q. And that most of the altar boys are adolescent boys 

generally from grade seven through nine or ten; is that· 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And also the fact that an individual within the 
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Catholic Church makes their sacrament of penance sometime 

after the secoridgrade; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that as a practicing Catholic, there are 

obligations with regard to how often one would have to go 

to confession during the course of a year; is that right? 

A. The obligation's onCe a year. 

Q. And 

A. If. If. 

Q. I'm sorry? 

A. Not even that necessarily. 

Q. And that there is a school located on the property 

of Saint John Neumann and that, as a Catholic school, the 

classes are brought over on a somewhat regular basis to 

have confession heard during school day? 

Q. Okay. But you're aware that that practice does 

19 exist? 

20 

21 

A. Not in all places. Certainly not -- not in recent 

years. You know, it was not a regular practice in all 

22 parishes. 

23 Q. Okay. And that normally the priests that hear the 

24 confessions of the schoolchildren would be. the parish 

25 priest; i~ that right? 
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A. Yes. But he, was not a parish priest. 

Q. Well 

A. And his ,functions were very limited as a resident. 

Q. Well, Cardinal, they were limited if they were 

they were limited in his ability to say Mass and his 

ability ~o hear confessions, and one of the documents that 

was shown to you yesterday also indicated that when 

Monsignor Meehan was not there, he would take over for 

Monsignor Meehan; he would assume his responsibilities 

within the parish? 

'A. I don't know the extent of that, because I 

mentioned yesterday also Monsignor Meehan was saying he 

was very rarely there, that he after the morning, he 

would be gone till ten, eleven at night, and he rarely, 

very rarely, saw him, very rarely had dinner with him, 

which also in e was au 

Q. 

A. 

I have to add here 

I'm sorry. Go ahead. 

that in looking at this testimony, this document 

here from Saint Luke's, may I be allowed to say this, that 

there is no indication in here that he's been diagnosed as 

a pedophile. 

to go there. 

Otherwise, he would never have been al~owed 

He would never have been -- it would never be 
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2 recommended that he could function providing he abstain 
,- .. 
" 3 from working with or mingling with youth or young adults. 

4 So there's no diagnosis that he has the sickness of 

5 pedophilia or ephebophilia. 

6 Q. Cardinal, referring back 

7 A. Horrible as any act. Don't misunderstand me. But 

8 we're not talking here with someone who has been diagnosed 

9 with that disease and therefore has the addiction. 

) 

10 Q. But just so we're clear, Cardinal, we are talking 

11- about someone who is ~ccused of a sexual assault with an 

12 adolescent and an individual who, pursuant to the Saint 

13 Luke's evaluation, acknowledged that they had in fact 

14 engaged in that conduct. 

15 That is true, correct? 

16 A. I -- may I ask for an explanation of a paragraph 

18 In that paragraph on 0946 -- excuse me, it says 

19 here -- forgive me -- nnoted that he did pursue a young 

20 woman, an adolescent, sexually." 

21 I never heard that expression. Could you clarify 

22 what that means, to pursue sexually. 

23 Q. Well, let me ask you a question, Cardinal, because 

24 I don't know. 

25 Based upon this document -- I mean, I can't give 
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2 you a definition of what that means, but I'm going to ask 

3 you if you had a question as to what that meant, you 

4 received this document in 1988, two months after these 

5 allegations had been brought against Monsignor Walls, did 

6 you yourself or did you direct anybody on your staff to 

7 call Saint Luke's Institute and say: I need some 

8 clarification as to what's contained in this document 

9 because I'm confused? Did you do that Cardinal? 

10 A. I don't recall. 

11 Q. Do you think that if you had that question at that 

12 time, that that might have been somewhat prudent on your 

13 part to ask it, if you thought that was a question? 

14 A. That someone in the Clergy office, perhaps they 

15 should have. 

received this document. You 

17 yourself received and reviewed this document pursuant to 

18 the document which we just had marked as the memo from· 

19 Monsignor Shoemaker, grand jury nine eighty-three. 

20 Do you recall doing that or asking anybody else to 

21 do that? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall that. 

Did you at that pOint in time when you read that 

24 document, did you go back to Monsignor Shoemaker and say: 

25 I need you to be a little bit more clear? 
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If you in fact had a question in your mind as to 

what the extent of the allegation was, did you go back --

A. I don't recall doing that. 

Q. Did you ask at any point in time for the therapist 

who had come before Monsignor Shoemaker to lodge the 

report? 

Did you say: You know what? I want to speak with 

that person, because I want to know a few more details 

about what Monsignor Walls is being accused of? 

Do you recall doing that or directing anybody to do 

that, Cardinal? 

A. I do not recall. 

Q. And at that point in time, you had all of that 

ability to do those things if in fact those questions 

existed in your mind; is that right? 

Yes. 

Q. Did you at any point in time you made the 

19 distinction of his not being diagnosed as a pedophilia or 

20 an ephebophilia, did you at any point in time go to Saint 

21 Luke's Institute and ask them exactly what tests and 

22" evaluation process they were making an individual accused 

23 of sexual abuse undergo? 

24 Did you do that? 

25 A. It was not necessary since it's a reputable 
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2 institute. If he was a pedophile, they would have stated 

3 it. 

4 Q. Do you know, Cardinal, or did you know at the time 

5 whether or not Saint Luke's Institute had any forensic 

6 sexual abuse evaluators on their staff that specifically 

7 dealt in that particular area? 

8 A. That was not my responsibility to know those 

9 things. 

10 Q. You indicated that you didn't need to pursue these 

11 things because Saint Luke's Institute was a reputable 

12 place; is that right? 

13 A. That's my understanding. 

14 Q. And your understanding of that came from -- what 

15 information did you have available to you to make that 

16 decision? 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

It was known that it was a reputable institute. 

Were you aware that there were hospitals and 

19 centers located throughout the country that had other 

20 tests available or additional tests that were available to 

21 individuals that were accused of sexual abuse that were 

22 not being implemented by Saint Luke's Institute? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

I was not aware. 

Did you at any point in time ask anybody on your 

25 staff to research whether or not there were other 
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... 
2 , institutions that were using testing that was different 

3 than the testing utilized by Saint Luke's or Saint John's? 

4 A. No. I must presume that this was a reputable 

. 5 institute . It wasn't necessary to search for others. 

6 Q. Cardinal, let's speak for a moment, if we can 

7 again. 

8 You became Archbishop of Philadelphia and you were 

9 installed in that position in February of 1988; is that 

10 right? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Now, soon after you became A~chbishop of 

13 Philadelphia, you took from the Archdiocese of 

14 Philadelphia a priest by the name of Father John Connor. 

15 Do you recall that? 

16 A. Excuse me. From where? Would you repeat the 

/' 

17 question. 

18 Q. From the Diocese of Pittsburgh? 

19 A. Right. Yes. 

20 Q. Okay. NOw, speaking about Father Connor 

21 MR. HODGSON: Excuse me. 

'. 22 (The witness conferred with his 

23 attorney. ) 

24 THE WITNESS: I misunderstood 

25 something. 
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2 MS. McCARTNEY: I'm sorry. 

3 THE WITNESS: Could you repeat the 

4 whoie question. 

5 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

6 Q. Cardinal, if any at any point in time you don't 

7 understand my question I{ll be happy to tty to repeat it. 

8 A. Thank you. 

9 Q. Soon after you came to Philadelphia in February of 

10 1988, a priest was transferred to the Archdiocese of 

. . . 
11 Philadelphia from the Diocese of Pittsburgh by the name of 

12 Father John Connor. 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. Do you recall that? 

15 A. Yes. I don't know how soon it was after, but I 

16 remember that. 

17 Q. All right. Now, let's talk about Fa 

18 a moment. 

19 You recall who he was; is that right? 

20 A. Yes. 

'. 21 Q. Father Connor was originally ordained in the 

22 Diocese of Camden; is that correct? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. Does that comport with your recollection? 

25 A. Yes. 
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~ 2 . Q. And in 1984, Father Connor sexually assaulted a 

3 fourteen year old boy who at the time was a freshman at 

4 the school where Father Connor taught, and the allegations 

5 involved Father Connor taking the boy to Cape May, giving 

6 him beer and then, sexually assaulting him, and the conduct 

7 that was described in the assault was mutual masturbation. 

8 Do you recall those facts with regard to Father 

9 Connor? 

10 A. I do not. 

11 Q. Okay. Father Connor ultimately in Camden admitted 

12 to that conduct and was placed in a pretrial diversion 

l3 program in New Jersey. 

14 You were aware of that, correct? 

15 A. No. I have no recollection of that at all. 

16 Q. Father Connor was as a result of that conduct and a 

17 result of that admission, he was sent to Southdown, which 

18 is a treatment center; is that right? 

19 A. Going to Southdown was something I think I read 

20 about a year ago when this sex scandal broke. It was in 

21 the paper, but at the time, I did not know. I did not 
. 

22 recall anything of that. 

23 Q. Okay. Well, let me see whether I can refresh any 

24 of your recollection with regard to Father Connor. 

25 You at the time in 1984, that was when you were 
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." 2 , Bishop of Pittsburgh; is that right? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. And soon after Father Connor was sent to Southdown, 

5 the Bishop of the Camden Diocese, that would have been 

6 Bishop George H. Guilfoyle, G-U-I-L-F-O-Y-L-E, that he was 

7 . Bishop of Camden; is that right? 

8 A. That is correct. 

9 Q. Okay. And Bishop Guilfoyle would not allow at that 

10 time Father Connor to come back and practice as. a priest 

11 within the Diocese of Camden; is that right? 

12 A. I don't know. 

13 Q. Okay. 

14 A. I mean, my recollection. I have no recollection of 

15 that. 

16 Q. Okay. Bishop Guilfoyle, began to search around for 

17 a place where ather Connor , 

18 and one of the areas that he looked at was Baltimore and 

19 one of the areas that he looked at was the Diocese of 

20 Pittsburgh. 

-: 21 Do you recall that? 
. . 

22 A. Not your statement about Baltimore. 

23 Q. Okay. The Diocese of Baltimore refused to take 

24 Father Connor unless the Diocese of Camden provided an 

25 indemnity agreement to them. 
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2 Do you know what an indemnity agreement is, 

3 Cardinal? 

4 A. I just can imagine what it is. I~'s some kind of 

5 payment in case of liability. I'm not sure. 

6 Q. The Diocese of -- you're correct. 

7 The Diocese of Baltimore would not take Father 

8 Connor because they had concerns that if something 

9 happened while he was in Bal~imore, that they would be 

10 liable", and so th~ indemnity agreement would have 

11 continued to make the Diocese of Camden liable for Father 

12 Connor? 
~ 

13 A. I am not aware of that. 

14 Q. Okay. You as the Bishop of Pittsburgh agreed to 

15 take Father Connor into the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

16 Do you recall doing that? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. And prior to doing that, you were given in your 

19 capacity as Bishop of Pittsburgh the evaluation from 

20 southdown that Father Connor had. 

21 Do you recall that? 

22 A. No. 

23 Q. All right. I'm going to show you and mark -- I'll 

24 mark this document grand jury nine eighty-five. 

25 (GJ~9B5 was marked for identification.) 
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(Pause.) 

THE WITNESS: I have read this. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

33 

Q. Okay. This is the evaluation that was done or the 

recommendations from Southdown -- which is located in 

Canada; is that correct, Cardinal? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And this is dated September 3, 1985; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it is a letter which is written to The Most 

Reverend George H. Guilfoyle, Bishop of Camden, Camden 

Diocesan Center, P.O. Box 709, Camden, New Jersey, 08101. 

Is that what it says? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it's regarding Reverend John Connor, correct? 

A. s. 

Q. And the first paragraph of that document reads: 

"At your suggestion, I am directing this report to 

yourself as part of the effort to seek an assignment for 

Jack in the Diocese of Pittsburgh." 

Is that what it says? 

A. Yes . 

Q. "As reported last to you on August 19, Jack 

continues to do very well in the program. In fact, his 
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- 2 , progress is.such that we are supporting his departure at 

... 3 the end of September. The following pOints may be of 

4 assistance in your conversation with Bishop Bevilacqua. 

5 ".Number one, the staff at Southdown does not 

6 believe that jack· is a primary pedophile but rather 

7 someone who, under the circumstances of extreme loneliness 

8 and excessi~e use of alcohol, acts out sexually with some 

9 preference for late adolescent males. However, in 

10 general, his sexual drive is not outside the normal range 

11 and can be easily controlled if he does abstain from 

12 alcohol and leads a life of normal involvement with fellow 

13 priests and with adult laity. However, because of the 

14 incident for which he was apprehended, we would not 

15 recommend any min~stry that would directly put him in a 

16 position of responsibility for adolescents such as a 

1 teaching s 

18 Did I read at that correctly, Cardinal? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. NOw, after'that information was conveyed to you, 

21 you in fact accepted him into the Diocese of Pittsburgh; 
..:. 

22 is that right? 

23 A. One moment, please. 

24 Q. Sure. 

25 A. The sentence, second paragraph, says: "The 
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2 following points may be of assistance in your conversation - -. , 

3 with Bishop Bevilacqua." 

4 I'm presuming from this he received this before he 

5 even called me. 

6 Q. Well, Cardinal, what --

7 A. I have no recollection of this, receiving this. 

8 None whatsoever. 

9 Q. Do you recall talking to the bishop? 

10 A. Yes, I do. 

11 Q. Okay. Do you recall what the content of the 

12 conversation was with regard to Father Connor? 

13 A. Substantially, it was I remember his call. 

14 Bishop Guilfoyle was a friend of mine, in which he 

15 asked if I would take this priest. He was concerned 

16 about, my recollection, possible publicity in the Diocese 

17 of Camden, and he said he committed on the my 

18 recollection's a vague recollection under alcohol a 

19 sexual act. I have absolutely no memory that he said 

20 anything about it being with a minor. 

21 Q. Cardinal, you get a call from a bishnp in 

22 Pittsburgh that says 

23 MS. COX: Camden. 

24 MS. McCARTNEY: I'm sorry. 

25 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

3 Q. A bisho~ in Camden that says: I'd li~e you to take 

4 a priest that I can no longer have in my diocese to your 

5 diocese because there'was an incident involving alcohol 

6 and sex or --

7 

8 

9 

10 

Yes. 

Okay. 

A. 

Q. 

A. And my recollection is that it was one act, and I 

cannot be specific about my memory. I'm just thinking 

11 that he thought -- I thought he said, but I can't 

12 recollect it well, that it was an act of homosexuality or 

13 possibly even heterosexuality, but there was -- in my 

14 memory, there is nothing that links it with a minor. 

15 Q. Cardinal, surely if that conversation had taken 

16 place, in that consistent with your memory, you would have 

1 7H~~asked~ f ol!ow-utLqll~esot:j'OTlS Jrljth regp rd~th e~ extent- cOf ~the 

18 act and wha~ the details of the act were? 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No. 

You wouldn't have done that? 

Not ordinarily. I just say because he kept -- what 

22 I remember him saying, he says he's positive he was a very 

23 good priest and he was positive that it would probably 

24 never happen again. 

25 Q. Positive it would probably never happen again? 
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A. He felt it would never happen again. That's my 

1 

2 

3 memory of it. He was very and I presumed it was based 

4 on some kind of, you know, report of why he said that. 

5 Q. SO you're saying that you never asked for the 

6 details. 

7 Did you find out that Father Connor had been 

8 arrested? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

No, I did not. 

Did you find out? 

I don't recali any of that. 

And you don't recall that the bishop shared with 

13 you the information that the person that was assaulted in 

14 the case that got Father Connor arrested was a fourteen 

15 year old freshman in high school? 

16 A. I have absolutely no recollection that. 

m~Tr"~=cr~~~ ~ ~~ Did he tell~youthat ~theH=rffci~de!rt(}ccurredwit+t =cF"~~ 

18 student that he taught because Father Connor had been 

19 assigned as a teacher in a high school? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q . 

I have no recollection of that. 

And you didn't ask any of those questions? That's 

22 what your recollection is, Cardinal? 

23 

24 

25 

A. My recollection is I did not. 

Q. And can you tell us why you wouldn't have asked any 

of those questions? This year is 1985. This is the same 
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2 

3 

year that the Gauthe case broke nationally; and there was 

a tremendous amount of publicity with regard to sexual 

4 abuse of m~nors. 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

Because I trusted Bishop Guilfoyle. 

Do you think that your trust -- if it is in fact 

7 true that that information was never conveyed to you, do 

8 you still have that same trust in the bishop? 

9 A. He told me -- I have to say that he -- I have to 

10 presu~e he told me what he thought was necessary. 

11 Q. Is Bishop Guilfoyle still alive, Cardinal, to the 

12 best of your knowledge? 

13 

14 

A. He's'not alive. 

MS. McCARTNEY: I'm going to mark this 

15 document as grand jury exhibit number nine 

16 eighty-six. 

17 (GJ-9B6 was marked for identificat on. 

18 (Pause.) 

19 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q. Have you had the opportunity to review that 

document, Cardinal? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Let me ask you before we get to that. 

24 Would you consider it common for bishops to 

25 misrepresent things to one another? 
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2 A. No. 
, -... 

3 Q. Have you ever misrepresented anything to another 

4 bishop? 

5 A. No. 

6 Q. Would you agree that if Bishop Guilfoyle didn't in 

7 fact share with you the details which were true with 

8 regard to Father Connor when he asked you to take him to 

9 the Diocese in Pittsburgh, would that have been a 

10 misrepresentation? 

11 A. Would you repeat it ag~in, please. 

12 Q. Sure. If in fact Bishop Guilfoyle did not share 

13 with you the information about Father Connor and he asked 

14 you to take him because he was a good priest who had one 

15 .incident involving alcohol, would you consider that to be 

16 a misrepresentation of facts? 

• ••• HU 11 . uA. .. I beli eyed.att he time,.my.rec.oile.ctiofi • 

18 recollection of him describing all the details, that my 

19 recollection is he gave me sufficient information that 

20 indicated that he wanted help in accepting him, and I felt 

21 that that information, my recollection, was sufficient. I 

22 cannot remember any of the details. 

23 Q. / So he could have told you that the incident 

24 involved a freshman in high school or fourteen year old 

25 boy? 
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2 A. I said I have no recollection of any details. 

3 Q. But so you're saying that- it's possible that he 

4 could have told you that or that you just don~t recall 

5 now? 

6 A. I don't recall any details of what he told me. 

7 Q. Do you recall whether or not he told you that 

8 Father Connor was -- it was recommended that Father Connor 

9 not have any contact with adolescents? 

10 A. I have no recollection of that. 

11 Q. Cardinal, when this. conversation came in to you as 

12 actirig bishop of as Bishop of piitsburgh, again, 

13 obviously, you were extremely concerned with the welfare 

14 of children in the Diocese of Pittsburgh just as you are 

15 in the ArchdioceseJof Philadelphia; is that right? 

16 A. That is right. 

18 regard to whether or not you were allowing an assignment 

19 for a priest that had a previous history that may have 

20 involved sexual contact with minors? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Obviously, that was something that would have been 

23 of great concern to you? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. And having had this call come in to you from the 
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2 Bishop of Camden and part of the information that was 

3 conveyed to you was that he had been evaluated by 

4 Southdown? 

5 A. I don't recall him telling me that. 

6 Q. You don't recall him telling you that? 

7 A. No. 

8 Q. Well, Cardinal, what did you think -- I mean, 

J 
9 clearly, you must have assumed that there was a 

10 significant problem with regard to Father Connor if he 

11 couldn't continue to act as a priest within the Diocese of 

12 Camden? 

13 A. I remember Bishop Guilfoyle telling me that he was 

14 concerned about the adverse publicity. 

15 Q. Well, did you ask -- I mean, it would have been in 

16 the normal course? 

=~=~====t7 .... lL . As· I InuTca"tedbe fore,mymeinbry ···is·1 ··tnougnt 1 E .~~"~~ 

18 involved an act of homosexuality or possibly of 

19 heterosexuality with an adult woman. That's my vague. 1 

20 don't know why, but that's what always remained in my 

21 memory. 

22 Q. Well, that's what remains in your memory today, and 

23 you don't know why you have that vague memory of it, of 

24 why you think it was a heterosexual act with an adult or 

25 homosexual act with an adult? 
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< • 2 .- A. That's hard for me to explain, the why I have that 

3 memory. That's the memory I have. 
-

4 Q. Well, let me ask you this question, Cardinal. I'm 

5 going to ask you to look at the document which I had 

6 marked as grand jury exhibit nine eighty-six, and this is 

7 a m~morandum which is -- the heading of this, it says: 

8 "Camden Diocesan Center." 

9 You see where I'm referring to? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. And it's dated September 12, 1988; is that correct? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And it's a memorandum, and it's to Monsignor 

14 Pokusa, P-O-K-U-S-A, and it's from Bishop Guilfoyle, and 

15 it's regarding Father John P. Connor; is that correct? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. And the body of that document reads: "Father 

18 C6nnor has been assigned as an associate pastor of Saint 

19 Matthew Church, Conshohocken, PA, effective October 1 

20 1988. Archbishop Bevilacqua called to tell me of this 

21 last week. Certainly no one knows more than Archbishop 

22 Bevilacqua about Father Connor's background over these 

23 past several" years." 

24 Do you see that? Did I read that correctly, 

25 Cardinal? 
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. 2 A. Yes. 
< 

3 Q. And this is a document which is authored by the 
-: 

4 Bishop of Camden, correct? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. And can we assume that the Bishop of Camden was 

7 being truthful when he authored this document which 

8 indicates that no one knows better than you what Father 

9 Connor's background is? 

10 A. All I can say is I have no memory of his 

11 background, and it's very hard for me to accept fully what 

12 is said in that memorandum. 

13 From my knowledge, I have no recollection of having 

14 a full background of Father Connor. 

15 Q. Well, certainly --

16 A. It may be a presumption on his part. 

18 part wh~n he writes: "Certainly no one knows more than 

19 Archbishop Bevilacqua about Father Connor's background 

20 over these past several years." You think that he's just 

21 presuming that you knew about it? 

22 A. That's all I can presume. 

23 Q. Let me show you another document, if I may, 

24 Cardinal, and this is marked grand jury exhibit nine 

25 eighty-seven. 
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2 (GJ-987 was marked for identification.) 
. ,. 

3 (Pause.) 

. 
: 4 (The witness conferred with his 

5 attorney. ) 

6 MS. McCARTNEY: I'm going to mark this 

7 grand jury nine eight eight. 

8 (GJ-988 was marked for identification.) 

9 (The witness conferred with his 

10 attorney. ) 

11 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

12 Q. Cardinal, have you had the opportunity to review 

13 the document that has been marked as grand jury exhibit 

14 nine eighty-eight? 

15 A. Yes, I have read this one. I haven't read the 

16 other one. 

17 
~-::-=~-

18 we may. Nine eighty-eight is Office of the Bishop, 

19 Diocese of Pittsburgh; is that correct? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. And it's a memorandum, and it's to Bishop 
-. 

22 Bevi~acqua from Father Dattilo, D-A-T-T-I-L-O? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. Date of September II, 1988, and it's regarding. 

25 MR. SPADE: '85. 
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2 MS. McCARTNEY: '85. I'm sorry. 

3 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

4 Q. September 11, 1985, and it's regarding Bishop 

5 Guilfoyle's request. 

6 Is that what the heading says, Cardinal? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Now, Father Dattilo, who was he in the Diocese of 

9 Pittsburgh? 

10 A. I ·think at the time he was in charge of the Clergy. 

-
11 Q. In charge of the clergy? . 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. So that position would have been comparable to our 

14 Secretary of the Clergy in Philadelphia? 

"IS A. I'm fairly sure he was at that time. 

16 Q. Okay. And based upon a review of this document, it 

17 appears as if Father Dattilo was as ng, was sa 

L8 you need more information before you can make a decision 

19 with regard to accepting Father Contior within the Diocese 

20 of Pittsburgh; is that correct? 

21 A. (No response.) 

22 Q. Well, let me --

23 A . He's asking questions, but ultimately, he's asking, 
. -

24 you know, whether there's a risk or not. 

25 Q. Right. This memo, this document was directed· to 
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- 2 ,.. your attention 

3 A. Yes. , 
: 

4 Q. -- correct? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. And it says: "Bishop Guilfoyle's letter requesting 

7 temporary or permanent assignment in the Diocese of 

8 Pittsburgh for Father John Connor does not indicate the 

9 nature of Father Connor's problem. We need more 

10 information." 

11 Is that right? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And it says: "I have several concerns and 

14 questions about the request"? 

15 A. I read that. 

16 Q. Okay. If you look at number three, it says: "Can 

17 we trust-the evaluation of southdown, i.e., no basic or 

18 lasting problem? I seem to remember you telling Father 

19 Bober and me that you have reservations about Southdown." 

20 Did I read that correctly? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Okay. So basically, can we assume from that 

23 sentence, "Can we trust the evaluation of Southdown," it 

24 would be a fair inference from that sentence that the 

25 evaluation from Southdown was made available to you or 
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2 your staff in the Diocese of Pittsburgh? 

3 Would that be a fair assumption based upon that 

4 sentence, Cardinal? 

5 (The witness conferred with his 

6 attorney. ) 

7 THE WITNESS: Can I speak to my lawyer 

B a minute. 

9 MS. McCARTNEY: Yes. 

10 (The witness conferred with his 

11 attorney. ) 

12 THE WITNESS: May you repeat the 

13 question. 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. Just for the record, have you had the opportunity 

16 to confer with your lawyer? 

s . 

IS Q. Okay. My question was: 
-.--- --------._---. 

Based upon the -sentence- ---

19 "Can we trust the evaluation of Southdown, i.e., no basic 

20 or lasting problem?" that the inference that we can draw 

21 from that sentence was that the evaluation of Southdown 
,. 

22 was made aVailable to you and/or your staff in the Diocese 

." 23 of Pittsburgh? 

24 A. I have to say not necessarily. 

25 Q. Can you explain why you say not necessarily, 
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. 2 Cardinal? 
~" ... 

3 A. When you read what it says there, "Can we trust the 
-.-

4 evaluation of Southdown, no basic or lasting problem?" I 

5 don't know if that came from another source. 

6 Q. What do you mean another source? 

7 A. I don't ~now if whether the Office for the Clergy 

8 there, the equivalent Office of the Clergy, was in 

9 communication with Camden. That could be a possible other 

10 source. 

11 Something like this is handled by the Clergy 

12 office, so I don't know what their dealings are with 

13 Camden. 

14 Q. But, Cardinal, this is not an everyday request that 

15 you get from one bishop who says: I can't have this 

16 person i~ my diocese anymore. Can you please take him 

17 into yours. You wou an 

18 unusual request, right? 

19 A. It's not common. 

20 Q. It's not common. And because it's not common, then 

21 it probably demands and requires and gets a little extra 

22 atten~ion than what would normally be given to a 

23 situation. Would that be fair? 

24 A. Yes, but what I do not know is when a request like 

25 this comes in, the normal procedure is you hand it over to 
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2 the clergy department, Clergy office. 
. 

3 I don't know whether Bishop Dattilo was in 
-'. 

4 communication with -- by phone or anyone in Camden. He 

5 would have -- ordinarily, he would follow up on this. 

6 So I can't say positively that that report was read 

7 by Bishop Dattilo, Father Dattilo at the time, or myself. 

8 Q. And number three says: "Can we" -- I'm sorry. 

9 Number four says: "If the· problem is homosexuality 

10 or pedophilia, we could be accepting a difficulty with 

11 which we have no post-therapeutic experience." 

12 Is that what that sentence reads? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. Well, Cardinal, when you saw that there was a 

15 question with regard to whether or not Father Connor was 

16 involved with pedophilia, did alarm bells go off in your 

18 A. I don't recall, but it does indicate that it seems 

19 that by that sentence, it would seem that it's not sure 

20 whether it was a problem of homosexuality or pedophilia. 

21 Q. Let's take that for a moment then, Cardinal, and 

22 you write at the bottom of this: "I cannot guarantee that 

23 there is no serious risk," and you initial it "AJB, 

24 9/17/85," correct? 

25 A. Yes. 
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2 Q. Now, Cardinal, assuming when you got this 
-

3 memorandu~, in this memorandum there were a s'e~ies of-

---
4 questions and concerns raised by Father Dattilo to you 

5 with regard to Father Connor, correct? 

6 A. Yes, there was a series of questions in here that 

7 he's asking. 

8 Q . I'm so r ry? 

9 A. I say he's putting down a series of questions. 

10 Q. And so we're clear, just as things worked in 

11 Philadelphia, they worked in Pittsburgh, in that 

12 ultimately the ultimate decision maker with regard to this 

13 would have been you; is that right? 

14 A. I would have depended. upon the recommendation of 

15 Father Dattilo. 

16 Q. But you certainly could have said: I re j ect your 

18 Ultimately, it's your authorization that is needed in 

19 order to have this person come to the Diocese of 

20 Pittsburgh, correct? 

21 A. Ultimately it is mine. 

22 Q. Okay. And these questions were posed to you by 

23 Father Dattilo or these were questions that he had with 

24 regard to whether or not Father Connor should be accepted 

25 into the Diocese of Pittsburgh, correct? 
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A. They were questions. 8e's asking ques~ions. I 

don't know from reading this whether they're posed to me 

for an answer to each one. 

The ultimate question was: Is there a risk here, 

and I said I cannot guarantee there's no risk. 

Q. Cardinal -- I'm sorry. I apologize. 

A. And I don't know whether or not I spoke to him to 

follow up on this." 

It's the responsibility bf the Clergy office to 

follow up on any kind of concerns. 

Q. Cardinal, it's your responsibility to follow up on 

whether or not you are taking into your diocese somebody 

thgt poses a risk to the children of the diocese. 

Ultimately, that is your responsibility. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you've to us ear 

was a friend of yours, right? 

A. Yes. 

Is that right? 

Q. And you would think that, as your friend, you would 

have had conversations with him because he would have 

called you not only in your capacity as a bishop but also 

as a friend and he would have shared with you the 

information with rega!d to Father Connor. 

too much there, Cardinal? 

Am I assuming 
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. . . ' 2 . A . I think you are . 

- 3 . . Q. Okay. Well, am I assuming too much when I read . 

4 this memo and I say that when you got this memorandum in 

5 September of 1985, you directed Father Dattilo to get the 

6 answers to the questions that he sought? 

7 A. I don't recall any conversation with Father 

8 Dattilo, but it could very well be that we spoke about 

9 this, I don't know, and I asked him to follow up on this. 

10 Q. Well, how was it, Cardinal, that when this 

11 information comes to you in September 11, 1985; ultimately 

12- you make a decision that you are going to take Father 

13 Connor into the Diocese of Pittsburgh? Right? Because he 

14 ultimately comes to Pittsburgh? 

15 A. Ultimately comes. 

16 Q. And you've received this memorandum, and then some 

17 point later, you authorize his c 

18 What was it that -- you know, how did you come to 

19 that conclusion, that it was okay to do so? 

20 A. I have no recollection other than I presume that 

21 Father Dattilo followed up on it. 

22 Q. Well, you presume. Why do you presume that, 

23 Cardinal? Tell me why. Tell us that. 

24 A. Because that's the responsibility of the Clergy 

25 office. 
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2 Q. But you received this ~emorandum and you wrote that 

3 you can't guarantee that there's not a serious risk, and 

4 ultimately, it's your signature that's going to go on 

5 whatever paperwork that's needed to transfer him t~ 

6 Pittsburgh. 

7 What did you do- to ensure that there wasn't a 

B problem with pedophilia, that the evaluation at Southdown 

9 could be trusted and make a deci~ion as to wh~re Father 

10 Connor would be placed once he carne to Pittsburgh, and how 

11 did you come to those decisions, based upon what 

12 information? 

13 A. I don't recall, other than again, I can presume 

14 that I may have spoken to Father Dattilo and asked him to 

15 follow through until the point he felt that there was no 

16 risk, at least a minimal risk. 

17 Q. SO can we assume -- a 

lB the position you did because you thought that he was 

19 competent, correct? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And in terms of being a competent person, he would 

22 have been following through on these issues and concerns 

23 that he had, correct? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

I presume so. 

And if you presume that he did so, then we can also 
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2 presume that he was given truthful information with regard 

3 to the fact that Father Connor was arrested for molesting 

4 a fourteen year old freshman in high school, a boy, 

5 correct? 

A. (No response.) 

7 Q. And that he acknowledged his behavior with regard 

8 to that and was placed into a pretrial diversion program? 

9 Can we presume that? 

10 A. I -- I don't know what Father Dattilo did at the 

11 time. 

12 Q. Can we presume it? 

13 A. Or how much information he obtained. 
, 

14 Q. Can we presume that? 

15 A. I presume he received enough information to say 

16 that there was no great risk. 

17 Q. No great risk? No great risk, or no risk? 

18 A. I'm saying no great risk. 

19 Q. So the information he got may have still created 

20 the potential for risk with regard to Father Connor? 

21 (The witness conferred with his 

22 attorney.) 

23 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

24 Q. Is that correct? 

25 A. Whenever you accept anybody from a diocese, there's 
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no problem -- there's a risk in every case. To say 

possibility is always, you know, something ihat's hard to 

counteract. There's a risk in anyone. 

Q .• But wouldn't you agree, Cardinal, that if someone 

6 had actuaily been convicted of abusing a minor, that they 

7 posed a greater risk than some others? 

8 A. The report from Southdown seemed to say it was a 

9 minor -- that he could be restored to some kind of 

10. ministry. That's what I had gathered from the report. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Q. From the report from Southdown, but you're not sure 

that that report was made available to you? 

A. That's right. 

Q. But the repor.t also indicates that he's not a 

primary pedophile. That's the words, correct? 

A. That is correct. That's what it says. 

Q. Do you know what that means? Does 

18 seconda~y pedophile? 

19 

20. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. When I say primary pedophile, I presume that he's 

not a pedophile. 

Q. That's not what 

A. I don't know what the distinction -- the word 

"primary." 

Q. That's not what it says, sir. It says he's not a 

25 primary pedophile, correct? 
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. 
< 0, 

2 A. That's right. 

3 Q. So how many times -- have you ever sent an 
0" 

4 individual from Philadelphia to another diocese? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Have you ever sent an individual to another diocese 

7 while being Archbishop and Cardinal of philadelphia? Have 

8 you sent somebody to another diocese that has been accused 

9 of" sexual misconduct? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. Do you know who those individuals were --

12 A. Just one. 

13 Q. -- and where you sent them? 

14 A. Just one. 

15 Q. Who was that? 

16 A. Excuse me. 

18 attorney. ) 

19 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

20 Q. Cardinal, have you had the opportunity to consult 

21 with your attorney? 

22 A. Yes. I'm sorry. That the one I was thinking of 

23 was not -- would that be sexual misconduct? It was for 

24 pornography. 

25 Q. Who was that? 
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! 2 . A. That was . 

~ 3 ,. (The witness conferred with his 

4 attorhey. ) 

5 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

6 Q. DePaoli? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Father DePaoli? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. While you were Bishop of Pittsburgh, was there any 

11 type of an exchange with your sending somebody from 

12 Pittsburgh to Camden in exchange for Father Connor? 

13 A. Did I? 

14 Q. Did you send anybody from your diocese in 

15 Pi~tsburgh to Camden? 

16 A. No, not that I 

17 Q. Did you send anybody from Pittsburgh to Camden when 

18 you got Father Connor? 

19 A. No. 

20 (The witness conferred with his 

21 attorney. ) 

22 THE WITNESS: May I kindly ask for a 

23 recess, please. 

24 MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. 

25 The time is now eleven fourteen. 
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. 2 
!-

MS. COX: For the record, Mr. Rayborn 

3 is comin~ here in a moment just to speak to you for ... 
-

4 a couple minutes about scheduling. If you could 

5 wait one second, I'll see if he's in the hallway. 

6 (A recess was held.) 

7 MR. SPADE: Okay. We are back on the 

8 record. The time is now 11:47 A.M., and we have? 

9 GRAND JURY SECRETARY: Seventeen. 

10 MS. McCARTNEY: Seventeen jurors 

11 present, so that constitutes a quorum. 

12 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

13 Q. Good morrring, Cardinal? 

14 A. Good morning. 

15 Q. Before we broke, ~e were discussing the case of" 

16 John Connor, arid we had determined that you had accepted 

17 Father Connor into the Diocese of Pittsburgh while you 

18 were bishop there, and you remained Bishop of Pittsburgh 

19 until 1988; is that right? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. And at that point in time, you were installed as 

22 Archbish6p of Philadelphia in February of 1988; is that 

23 _correct? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. NOW, Cardinal, in September of 1988, five months 
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2 after you became Archbishop here, you took Father Connor 

3 from the Diocese of Pittsburgh and you took him to 

4 Philadelphia and you placed him as an assistant pastor at 

5 Sairit Matthew's in Conshohocken. 

6 Do you recall that? 

7 A. He asked to come here, and I know that he was 

8 assigned here. 

9 Q. He asked to come here, so he had a personal 

10 conversation with you? 

11 A. I think it was a phone call, but it could have been 

12 a letter, but my -- I'm not sure, but it may have been a 

13 phone call. 

14 Q. And before you accepted him into the Archdiocese of 

15 Philadelphia, did you require any further psychiatric 

16 testing or ask for any information from his therapist with 

17 regard to whether he was still suffering from any 0 

18 problems that he did when he molested the fourteen year 

19 old boy? 

20 A. When he asked, I have no recollection of anything 

21 that I did after that, other than I have to presume that I 

22 followed my usual procedure, which was to turn it over to 

23 the C~ergy office. 

24 Q. When you turned it over to the Clergy office, did 

25 you inform them as to Father Connor's background? 
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- * 2 A. I don't recall that. I just -- my presumption 

. 3 .- would have been that I handed over his request to come 
-

4 here, and it would have been handled by the Clergy office. 

5 Q. When you say the Clergy office, you're talking 

6 about you handed over the request to the Clergy office in 

7 Philadelphia? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. And they must -- well, I don't want to ask it that 

10 way. 

11 Did they come to you and say: Cardinal Bevilacqua, 

12 you worked with this man. You took him from Camden to 

13 Pittsburgh. Can you tell us something about him? 

14 A. I don't recall that. 

15 Q. And in 1988, the people in the Clergy office, they 

16 'would have been Monsignor Shoemaker? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. Would have been the Chancellor? 

19 A. They were handling clergy matters. 

20 Q. Was there a secret archive file on Father Connor? 

21 A. I don't know. 

22 Q. Under candn law, when the crime occurred in Camden 

23 and the nature of it, being the fact that he had sexual 

24 contact with a teenage boy, under canon law, a secret 

25 archive file would have had to have been generated based 
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on that; is that true? 

A. Well, I ask clarificat~on. Generated where? 

Generated in the. office in Camden, in the -

I presume so. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Q. 

A. 

Q. Okay. Canon law is -- every diocese has to follow 

7 canon law; correct? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And canon law doesn't change from diocese to 

10 diocese; is that correct? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

Generally, no. 

Okay. The canon laws that deal with the ganeration 

13 or the creation of a secret archive file and·the 

14 maintenance of a secret archive of file, that doesn't 

15 change from diocese to diocese? 

16 A. Generally not. 

17 Q. So back in 1988 when you were having your 

18 discussions with the bishop in Camden, did you ever ask 

19 either yourself personally or the person that you had put 

20 in charge of these cases, did you ask·them to review the 

21 secret archive file on Father Connor? 

22 A. I don't recall any discussion that I had with the 

23 Diocese of Camden at that time. 

24 Q. If an individual is transferred from one diocese to 

25 another and they have a secret archive file, is that 
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2 something that gets transferred with them? 

3 A. Ordinarily, if there's anything that is 
• r 

4 confidential, ordinarily showing the background, 

5 ordinarily that should be transferred. 

6 Q. So if the ordinary practice was maintained in this 

7 particular situation~ then the secret archive file that 

8 was generated in Camden would have been transferred to 

9 Pittsburgh? 

10 A. I donTt know if a request was made .. 

11 Q. A request has to be made for it to be transferred 

12 with the individual or it just doesn't corneas a normal 

13 course? 

14 A. Yes. No. 

15 Q. Okay. 

16 A. You request that the other diocese will send you 

17 relevant 

18 Q. When you decided to accept Father Conrtor into 

19 Philadelphia, did you request or direct anybody in the 

20 Chancellor's office to obtain his secret archive file? 

21 A. I would not have ordinarily been the one that, you 

22 know, directing every incident or every procedure by 

23 handing it over to those in charge of the clergy. They 

24 would follow through on their procedure. 

25 Q. But certainly, this being an unusual situation, in 
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2 that it was someone who was coming from one diocese bo 

3 another and it was coming from a diocese that this person 

4 had be~n sent ,from Camden to Pittsburgh, where you were 

5 the bishop, and now to Philadelphia, you don't ·recall any 

6 conversations taking place that would have asked for your 

7 personal information with regard to Father Connor? 

8 A. I don't recall that. 

9 Q. And when you say you don't recall that, are you 

10 saying -- you're not saying it doesn't happen; you're just 

11 saying you don't remember? 

12 A. I have to say -- yes, I don't remember. 

13 NOw, Father Connor was ultimately assigned to Saint 

14 Matthew's Parish in Conshohocken; is that correct? 

15 A. If it's so stated, I presume I have to say yes. 

16 Q. Okay. And again, Cardinal, the ultimate decision 

17 of whether to send someone or accept someone into a 

18 diocese from another diocese, that decision ultimately 

19 rests with you, correct? 

20 A. The ultimate decision is mine. 

21 Q. And ultimately, the decision of where to place 

22 someone within the Archdiocese of Philadelphia is yours to 

23 make; is that correct? 

24 A. The ultimate decision is mine. Yes. 

25 Q. And the ultimate decision that you reached in this 
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2 case was to send Father Connor to Saint Matthew's in - .. 
f 

3 Conshohocken, and that was effective as of October 1, 

4 1988; ,is that correct? 

5 A. If you say so. I have to state that that is 

6 correct. 

7 Q. Okay. And Saint Matthew's in Conshohocken, that 

8 has a school associated with the parish; is that correct? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And there were no limitations or restrictions 

11 placed on Father Connor when he was assigned or as an 

12 associate pastor at that parish; is that correct? 

13 'A. I don't know. 

14 Q. Well, if there were restrictions or limitations 

15 1 d ( h' P ace on 1m, would that have been indicated by you in 

16 your letter of assignment to him? 

17 A. I don't recall. 

I 
18 Q. I understand that you don't recall whether there 

19 were, but my question to you is this, Cardinal: If there 

20 were limitations and restrictions that were placed on him, 

21 they would have been detailed to him as part of the 
- ... 

22 assignment letter that he received; is that correct? 

23 A. Yes. But I don't -- not necessarily in my letter. 

24 It could have been -- if there are any restrictions, they 

25 could have been in a separate memorandum or letter from 
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2 someone from the Clergy office. That's a possibility. 
" 

3 Q. Okay. But if there were any restrictions or 
~ . 

4 limitations placed on Father Connor's ministry, they would 
~ 

5 have been documented somewhere, correct? 

6 A.' If they were, yes, they should have been 

7 gocumented. 

8 Q. And can we assume that if we don't have any 

9 documents which detail any limitations or restrictions on 

10 his ministry, that those documents were not generated and 

11 that there were no limitations or restrictions? 

12 A. I don't know. I can't conclude from that , 

13 necessarily. I don't think it would have been 

14 communicated verbally. 

15 Q. Are you saying, Cardinal, that there are times when 

16 you restrict someone's ministry and limit their ability to 

17 do certain things, that those restrictions 

18 are conveyed verbally and not in writing? 

19 A. I don't know what the Clergy office would have 

20 done. In other words, I'm just saying ordinarily they 

21 would be done in writing, but I just don't know. 

22 Q. Have you ever heard of a limitation or a 
--

23 restriction placed on a priest's ability to minister being 

24 conveyed verbally to them? 

25 A. Sometimes, and I can't say generally, if you want 
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-'; 2 
,# 

to put the restrictions by informing the pastor, it's very 

~ possible that they are -- could have been conveyed --
4 verbally at times. 

5 Q. All right. Cardinal, if the pastor had been 

6. informed of any restrictions or limitations, generally 

7 that would have also been done in writing; is that right? 

8 A. Say, generally. 

9 Q. That's the normal course of how things operate? 

10 A. Generally, but in writing. 

11 Q. And the reason that restrictions and limitations 

12 and things of that nature are put in writing is because 

13 there need be a mechanism available to take administrative 

14 action under canon law if ~hose restrictions or 

15 limitations are not followed through on that. That's one 

16 of the reasons that things are put in writing. Correct? 

y, yes. 

18 Q. Okay. And something as imp,ortant as your inability 

19 or a priest's inability to function within the youth is 

20 something that would have extremely .serious consequences 

21 if those limitations were not abided by; is that right? 

22 A. I would say yes . 
. , 

G 23 Q. And given the fact that that is such an important 
. 

24· restriction or limitation, if one existed in th~ case of 

25 Father Connor, that would have been something that would 
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~ 2 r have and should have been in writing; is that correct? 

3 
~ 

A. Generally. 
-

4 Q. Well, when you say generally, Cardinal, the normal 

5 course of how things work and would have been, that it 

6 would have been in writing, right? 

7 A. Generally. 

8 Q. And the fact that there are no documents which 

9 detail that, then that would be an unusual situation if 

10 they existed; is that right? 

11 A. I think you could say unusual. 

12 Q. And you indicated earlier to one of my questions 

13 that you ware unaware of ~ert~in aspects of the Father 

14 Connor case until you read a newspaper report about it? 

15 A. About the -- it came to me when the newspaper 

16 report about his being at Southdown and also about his 

17 being involved with a"minor. 

18 Q. And that newspaper report was do you recall what 

19 newspaper that was published in? 

20 A. l remember it was on the fact that he was involved 

21 with a minor, was a press confe~ence. Someone asked me 

22 
: 

the question, caught me by surprise, but I don't remember. 

~ 23 It was sometime in -- I think 2002. 
" 

24 Q. And, Cardinal, if someone asked you a question at a 

25 press conference that caught you by surprise, did you at 



68 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 
-; 

that point in time go back and try to figure out what 

3 information was there that you were not made available and 
-I - 4 why you weren't.made aware of that information? 

5 A. I did not. 

6 Q. And you have staff that is -- that part of their 

7 responsibility is· to keep you informed of certain things; 

8 is that right? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And you certainly are -- you take your pr~ss 

11 conferences seriously and you want to convey the 

12 appearance of being aware of what goes on in the 

13 Archdiocese of Philadelphia; is that right? 

14 A. If it's something that they think I might be 

15 questioned about in a press conference. 

16 Q. And after being asked that question and being 

18 anybody about a lack of communication that you say existed 

19 between yourself and members of your staff 

20 A. I did not. 

21 Q. -- when Father Connor -- why not, Cardinal? 

22 A. I just did not. 

23 Q. Were you concerned about the information that had 

24 been given to you in the press confere~ce that you 

25 apparently or allegedly were unaware of? 
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~ 2 A. Well, it disturbed me to realize that, that he was 

-
~ 

3 involved with a minor, but I did not probe any further. 

4 Q. Did you feel when that question was asked of you 

5 that ultimately it had been your responsibility both in 

6 1985 and 1988 to know what Father Connor's background was 

7 as the bishop? 

8 A. Could you please rephrase the question. 

9 Q. Sure. Did y~u feel as if when that question -- you 

10 said you were disturbed by the fact that, you know, you 

11 didn't apparently have that information.' 

12 Did you feel as if you had an obligation as Bishop 

13 of Pittsburgh and Archbishop of Philadelphia to know that 

14 information about one of your priests, that you 

15 singlehandedly took from one diocese to the other and then 

16 
r 

took with you to Philadelphia? 

17 A. I have to answer what I -- when previous questions 

18 were ,asked about that, I didn't recall anything about his 

19 being involved with a minor. 

20 Q. When Father Connor was assigned,to the parish in 

21 Conshohocken with the school, do you know whether or not 

22 that assignment was posted in The Catholic Standard and 

23 Times? 
-. 

24 A. I do not know. 

25 Q. Is that the normal course that it would be? 
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A . . It certainly is for our priests, the diocesan 

priests . I don't know whether his name was posted. 

Q. Do you know whether or not anybody in the parish 

70 

5 was told about Father Connor's background? When I say the 

6 parish, I'm talking about Saint Matthew's. 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

9 know? 

10 

11 

A. 

I do not know. 

Do you think that there was, or you just don't 

I don't know. 

Whose responsibility would it have been to inform 

"12 the parish that they had a priest assigned to them as an 

13 assistant pastor that had been accused of and admitted 

14 sexually abusing a fourteen year old boy? 

15 

16 

7 

A. There's a word that I would like you to repeat 

I'm not sure that you said could you repeat that. 

Q. Sure. se responsi 

18 inform the parish that Father Connor had been accused of 

19 and admitted to sexually abusing a fourteen year old boy? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

May I consult with my attorney, please. 

Sure. 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney. ) 

24 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

25 Q. Did you have the opportunity to consult with your 

o 
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-- 2 attorney 

- 3 A. Yes. 
~. -

4 Q. Cardinal? 

5 A. If I recall your question, whose responsibility 

6 would it have been to inform the parish 

7 Q. Yes. 

B A. -- of the background? 

9 First of all, I had no recollection that he had any 

10 background that would have had to have been reported. 

Ii Number two is I don't think it would have been 

12 anybody's responsibility because I don't see there's an 

13 obli~ation, that there was an obligation to report that. 

14 Q. When you say, Cardinal, that you don't believe that 

15 there's an obligation to report that, are you talking 

16 about a legal obligation, or are you talking about a moral 

17 obligation, or either? 

IB A. Either. 

19 Q. You don't believe that a parent who sends their 

20 child to a grade school or a parent who sends their- child' 

21 to confession or a parent who allows their child to be an 

22 altar boy has a right to know who it is that their child 

23 is associating with or what that person's background is, 

24 particularly -- well, we'll start there. 

25 A. I'm saying that he was cleared to be assigned as 
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far as we can tell from Southdown. Seems that the report 

got that he was cleared to ret~rn to ministry . 

Q. Cardinal, I don't want to you can certainly 

review it yourself. You're free to review that. But I 

think what the report says was that he was not a primary 

pedophile and that there was a recommendation that he not 

associate with youth or be in a position of authority over 

youth. 

A. Such as teaching, because if something like this --

this is where he didn't seem to pose any danger. 

Q. But, Cardinal, you weren't aware, according to your 

testimony today, of that Southdown report; is that right? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Okay. But I'm asking you if -- and that doesn't 

really answer my question, so I'll ask it to you again. 

You don't believe that a parent of a parish has an 

obligation, that you have any obligation to inform the 

parents with regard to an individual that you have 

knowledge of with the background such as Father Connor's, 

you don't think that those parents have any obligation or 

you have any obligation to inform them of that? 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney.) 

THE WITNESS: I would like to repeat 
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.'. 2 what I said before. I do not feel that I have 

-.. -- 3 that there was any obligation moral or legal. -
4 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

5 Q. I need to ask you, Card1nal. You don't believe 

6 that a parent has a right to know that? You don't believe 

7 that there's any obligation on your part? 

-
8 (The witness conferred with his 

9 at torney. ) 

10 THE WITNESS: Yes. There's no 

11 obligation on my part. 

12 (The witness conferred with his 

13 attorney. ) 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. Have you had-the opportunity to consult ~ith your 

17 A. Yes. I have an obligation certainly not to -- you 

18 know, to assi-gn someone who doesn't. . represent the 

19 great risk to others, but I have an obligation that if a 

20 medical report says the man can be returned to ministry, 

21 then it means that I can assign him. 

22 Q. Cardinal, do you believe that you as the Cardinal 

23 or the Archbishop of Philadelphia had a duty of care to 

24 the children within the Archdiocese? 

25 A. I always have that. 
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2 Q. And you just said that you feel as if you have an 

3 obligation not t~ assigri someone who poses a great risk. 

4 I don't want to misquote you. Is that what you said? 

5 A. That is right. 

6 Q. Do you think that you have a duty or you have an 

7 obligation not to assign someone that poses any risk to 

8 children? 

9 A. Depending on what? If there's been any? 

10 Q. Foreseeable risk, Cardinal. I'm sorry. I want to 

11 say foreseeable risk. 

12 A. That means a great risk. Foreseeable risk I'd 

13 identify with a great risk. 

14 Q. And foreseeable would be one that could be able to 

15 be predicted based upon prior conduct? 

16 A. I'm not a doctor. 

17 Q. Cardinal, do you think -- but I'm going to go back 

18 just for a moment. 

19 Do you think that the fact that you think that you 

20 have no obligation or no duty to inform the parents with 

21 regard to decisions, in making informed decisions with 

22 regard to what activities, if any, their children 

23 participate in with a particular priest, do you think that 

24 that would be someth~ng that they would want to know, a 

25 parent? 
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2 A. That was a long question. 

3 (Pause.) 

4 Q. I'm sorry? 

5 A. I said it was a rather long question. Do you 

6 mind 

7 Q. Actually, let me get back to it in a moment, if I 

8 could. 

9 The duty that you say you have to the children, 

10 could you define how you perceive that, what you perceive 

11 that duty to be? 

12 A. As far as assignment of priests? 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. My general I have care for all children and for 

15 all people. My duty is not to present any kind of 

17 priest. No. 

18 Q. And part of th~t duty would be exercising an 

19 appropriate care in making the assi~nment; is that right? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And part of that duty would be exercising 

appropriate care in appointing people to work on your 

staff? 

A. 

Q. 

Correct. 

And part of that duty would be exercising care in 
/" 
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managing or supervising the individuals that ~ork on your 

staff; is that correct? 

A. Correct. But may I add. 

Q. Sure. 

A. As far as supervising, it doesn't mean that I have 

to handle it personally. 

Q. If in fact you had known about the background of 

Father Connor and you assigned him, you took him into 

Philadelphia and you assigned him to Saint Matthew's, 

would you without restrictions, would you say that you 

showed a lack of care to the children of the parish? 

attorney. ) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

(The witness conferred with his 

Q. Would that have been a violation of your duty of 

care to the children of 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney. ) 

THE WITNESS: You asked . 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney.) 

THE WITNESS: I think you asked if I 

had known? 

MS. McCARTNEY: Yes. 
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2 THE WITNESS: I do not think it's a 

" -
.: 3 dereliction of duty to comply with a recommendation 

4 ~f expert m~dica1 witness, medical experts. 

5 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

6 Q. But if the evaluation at Southdown was known, part 

7 of their recommendations was that he not --

8 (The witness conferred with his 

9 attorney. ) 

10 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

11 Q. Part of the recommendation from Southdown was: "We 

12 would not recommend any ministry that would directly put 

13 him in a position of responsibility for adolescents such 

14 as a teaching situation." 

15 That's an example of a position of responsibility. 

16 It doesn't exclude other examples, Cardinal. 

18 teacher apparently. 

19 Q. I'm sorry? 

20 A. I said it seems to focus on teaching, because 

21 apparently from what the records show here, he was a 

22 teacher. 

r 

23 MS. McCARTNEY: I'm going to mark this 

24 as grand jury exhibit number nine eight nine. 

25 (GJ-989 was marked for identification.) 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 
.. 
~ -
~ 3 Q. But, Cardinal, just so we're clear, the sentence 

4 reads: However, because of the incident for which he was 

5 apprehended, we would not recommend any ministry that 

6 would directly put him in a position of responsibility for 

7 adolescents such as a teaching situation." That's how the 

8 sentence reads, correct? 

9 (The witness conferred with his 

10 attorney.) 

11 THE WITNESS: You want me to read this 

12 letter? Is that . 

13 MS. McCARTNEY: Well, you can just --

14 I'm going to ask you a question about that letter, 

15 but sure, so take a moment and read it. 

16 (Pause.) 

18 attorney.) 

19 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

20 Q. Cardinal, let me ask you to look at that document 

21 that was just marked and put in front of you. 

22 This is from the Office of the Archbishop. The 

23 date of it is September 7, 1988. It's addressed to 

24 Reverend John P. Connor, and it's signed by yourself, 

25 Archbishop of Philadelphia. 
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This is his appointment letter to Saint Matthew's 

Church, Conshohocken, effective as of Saturday, October 1, 

1988; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And I'm going to. ask you to look at the 

second paragraph, and I'm going to read this sentence. 

"Rooted in the reverent celebration of divine 

worship and the worthy administration of the sacraments, 

your priestly zeal should be truiy Christlike to know the 

people, to care for the poor and lowly, to educate youth, 

to attend to the sick and dying, and to cooperate in the 

maintenance of the parish and in the social and ecumenical 

programs of the community." 

That was the assignment letter that Father Connor 

received; is that right? 

es. 

Q. Part of which you directed him to do, which would 

be to educate the youth; is that right? 

A. May I comment on this letter. 

Q. You certainly can comment, but in answer to my 

question, part of the assignment that he got --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- along with these other things, was to educate 

the youth; is that correct? 
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5 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

Yes. Yes. 

Okay. Yes, you can comment. 

First of all, this is a letter sent to all 

assignments at that time, to any priest. It's a form 

6 letter. 

7 Secondly, you emphasized the phrase "to educate 

8 youth." Education is a very broad term in the Church. 

9 You educate just by example. You educate by preaching. 

10 You educate in all kinds of ways. 

11 This letter would have gone to someone even if 

80 

12 

13 

there's no school in the parish. You educate youth in a 

dozen ways. So it's not restricted to teaching, you know, 

14 in a classroom or anything similar to that. 

15 Q. And part of educating the youth of the parish would 

16 be teaching the new altar boys, and that's an example, 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

20 right? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Well, I . 

I mean, that's an example of educating the youth, 

It is. 

Okay. Cardinal, let me ask you. When you said 

23 that you had this press conference or there was a press 

24 conference in which you were informed about Father Connor 

25 and you had not been aware of that prior to that, what did 
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you do in terms of taking action against your staff that 

had not informed you of that? 

A. I don't recall any action that I did take. 

Q. I'm sorry? 

A. I say I don't recall any. 

Q. If what you say is the way that things happened, 

Cardinal, that kind of you were just sort of informed and 

you hadn't known anything about Father Connor's past, how 

were you -- if you didn't take any action, how were you 

going to ensure that something like that hadn't happened 

with regard to other people and that it wasn't going to 

happen in the future? 

A. I . . Father Connor, as you know, at that time of 

15 

16 

the press conference, was no longer in Philadelphia, and 

it is possible that I may have spoken to someone in the 

=~~=c~~~+~~~J;larg¥=wU~~T donLt-=reeall. cldonLtwrecarlaskTng 

'" . . 

18 anyone. 

19 Q. Cardinal, but if what you say is true, that Father 

20 Connor was allowed to or Father Connor was accepted into 

21 Pittsburgh and to Philadelphia and that there was no 

22 knowledge that was conveyed to you with regard to his 

23 past, which included sexual abuse and admission of a 

24 minor, how were you to ensure that you were getting all of 

25 the relevant information on cases if that had not been 
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1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 conveyed to you, something as significant as that? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

attorney. ) 

attorney.) 

(The witness conferred with his 

THE WITNESS: May I, please. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his 

THE WITNESS: I have to clarify 

10 

11 

something with my lawyer again. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. 

12 (The witness conferred with his 

13 attorney.) 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 
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15 Q. Have you had the opportunity to consult with your 

16 lawyer, Cardinal? 

17 A. Yes. I . . there's a good possibility, since it 

18 goes back about 2002, that I may have made an inquiry, but 

19 I don't recall it. Left to the Clergy office of how I did 

20 not know this, but I don't recall it. 

21 Q . But, Cardinal, I have to ask you again. If the 

22 situation with Father Connor happened without your 

23 knowledge and the reason that you didn't have the 

24 knowledge was because you relied on people on your staff 

25 to provide it to you, somebody dropped the ball. Would 
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you agree with that? 

A. I'm not sure. 

Q. Somebody dropped the ball in that? 
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A. Well, wait a minute. Provide information to me for 

a press conference? 

Q. No, sir. Provide information to you with regard to 

Father Connor's background? 

A. I don't know if someone dropped the ball. That's 

the usual practice, is that, you know, any information is 

between one Clergy office and another, but that doesn't 

necessarily mean they send all the information up to me. 

I have to rely on them, you know, to carry out their 

proper functions. 

Q. SO you're saying, Cardinal -- and if I'm wrong, 

please correct me. You're saying that it's possible that 

n your own 

18 information about Father Connor, that information that was 

19 available, being that he had molest~d a fourteen year old 

20 boy and admitted to doing it, and that they didn't provide 

21 that information to you? Is that -- I don't want to . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

attorney. ) 

question. 

(The witness conferred with his 

THE WITNESS: May I answer your 
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MS. McCARTNEY: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: Whether or not, if I 

84 

4 repeat it myself, whether or not the Clergy office 

5 should not have informed me about this, and I must 

6 state that I -- I don't know whether the Clergy 

7 office of Philadelphia has that information. 

8 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

9 Q. But certainly you would agree that they had an 

10 obligation to seek that information out? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

That's the normal practice. 

And 

But I don't know whether they had it or not. 

But the information, if they didn't have it, if 

15 they didn't have it, it was because they didn't ask for it 

16 

18 

19 

or because it wasn't provided? It certainly was 

A. 

Q. 

It should have been available. 

Okay. Cardinal, you've now testified that in two 

20 separate cases, the case of Father John Connor and the 

21 case of Father Monsignor David Walls, that crucial 

22 information about priests who admitted to sexually abusing 

23 

24 

25 

minors was not conveyed to you? That's--

A. I think I said in both times I don't recall. 

Q. Okay. If it's true that it wasn't conveyed to you, 
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2 would you agree that the administrative system that you 

had in place to protect children and youth was 

significantly faulty? 

I could not say that. 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. Would you say that as Archbishop, if it was faulty, 

7 if this information was not conveyed to you, this very 

8 crucial information wasn't conveyed to you, if that is 

9 true, if the information wasn't conveyed to you, would you 

10 say that the system was faulty or no? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

I'm saying not necessarily that it was faulty. 

If there is a fault in the system with regard to 

13 how information is conveyed and what information 

14 ultimately comes to you and that information is used in 

15 the assignment of priests that come in contact with 

16 children, if there is a fiult in that system that's in 

17 place, would you agree that the fault lies ultimate with 

18 you? 

1~ 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

I'd have to -- may I. 

Sure. 

attorney.) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. I'm sorry. 

25 with your lawyer? 

(The witness conferred with his 

Did you have the opportunity to consult 
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2 A. Yes. I would answer the question by saying I don't 
::. 

3 necessarily see that it would involve a fault in the 

. 4 . system . It is possible there was some kind of human 

5 error, but that doesn't necessarily fault the whole 

6 system. 

7 Q. So you're saying that if in fact the crucial 

8 information that we discussed with regard to Monsignor 

9 Walls and Father Connor, if in fact that information was 

10 not conveyed to you, you're saying that that does not 

11 indicate a fault in the system? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. Okay. Now, at the time that Father Connor, that 

14 you accepted Father Connor into the diocese, the 

15 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, that was right in the middle 

16 of the case involving Father Jones. 

ul1. 

18 Jones? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Father Richard Jones? 

21 A. I do not know the name. 

22 MS. McCARTNEY: I'll mark this as nine 

23 ninety. Grand jury nine ninety. 

24 (GJ-990 was marked for identification.) 

25 THE WITNESS: I have no memory of that. 
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2 (Pause.) 

<' 3 (The witness conferred with his 

. 4 - attorney. ) 

5 THE WITNESS: I have no memory of this 

6 name at all. 

7 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

8 Q. Father Jones, based upon -- I showed you what'& 

9 marked as grand jury nine ninety. That's the priest 

10 profile, priest data profile, of a Reverend Richard G. 

11 Jones; is that right? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And his address is listed "Care of Secretary for 

14 the Clergy"? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And it says: "Left active ministry on 10/1/93." 

18 ministry? 

19 A. It means that not functioning anymore as a priest. 

20 Q'. That doesn't mean that he's been laicized; is that 

21 right? 

22 A. No. 

:. 23 Q. Is that a decision that he makes, that he left the 

24 active ministry? Is that how that happens? 

25 A. It generally does, that he chose to leave active 
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2 ministry. 
- . ,-

3 Q. But under the canon law, he's still a priest within 

- 4 . the he's still a priest, is that right, since he's not 

5 been laicized? 

6 A. Can I make a distinction? 

7 Q. S,ure. 

8 A. Just for the sake of accuracy, that if you are 

9 laicized, you still remain a priest. 

10 Q. Okay. 

11 A. So he's always a priest. I just want to make that 

12 clear. 

13 To be laicized, he's no longer attached to any kind 

14 of diocese or religious community. It means while he 

15 remains a priest, he only has the rights of a layperson, 

16 with certain exceptions. 

18 A. You know, danger of death or something like that. 

19 But this does not indicate laicization. 

20 Q. Let me see if I can refresh your recollection at 

21 all with the case of Father Jones. 
ct , . 

22 In September of 1988, it came to the attention of 

-" 23 the Chancellor's office, specifically Father Pepe --

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. -- that Father Jones himself had come to the office 
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2 to report that he had been caressing and fondling three 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

men of the Ephphatha community, E-P-H-P-H-A-T-H-A,off and 

10 

11 

12 

13 

on for a period of some five or six years? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

·A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Three? 

Three men of that community. 

Were you familiar with that community? 

How do you -- what are the letters after it? 

It's E-P-H-P-H-A-T-H-A. 

Ephphatha? 

Yes. 

No, I'm not familiar with it. 

"P?" 

It appears as if it's a covenant community under 

14 the leadership of at the time a lay coordinator by the 

15 name of Mr. William Gannon, and Father Jones was the 

16 chaplain there. 

17 A. I'm not familiar with that. 

18 Q. There was a house for formation of young men as 

19 part of the community and that the house was located on 

20 the grounds of Saint Peter and Paul Cemetery? 

21 Does that 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

I have no recollection of that. 

The Chancellor's office started to investigate 

24 based upon what Father Jones had acknowledged on his own, 

25 and ultimately, they spoke with eleven victims. 
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2 Does that refresh your recollection with regard to 
~ 
~ 

'3 the extent of the abuse that Father Jones was engaged in? 

. 
4 A. I'm afraid it does not. No. 

5 Q. Were you aware of the fact that one of the 

6 individuals that was allegedly abused was a minor? 

7 A. I have no recollection of that. 

8 (The witness conferred with his 

9 attorney.) 

10 . BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

11 Q. Cardinal, you would agree that the number of 

12 victims, the number of victims involved in this particular 

13 case being eleven, is fairly significant? 

14 A. Are they all minors? Were they all minors? 

15 Q. No. I'm not saying that they're all minors, just 

16 the fact that eleven people came forward. 

17 A. Yes, it would be. I think it's a horror. 

18 Q. And do you have any -- and yet you don't remember 

19 the case of Father Jone~? 

20 A. No, I do not. I don't. I'm sorry. 

21 Q. Okay. And I'm going to show you what I'm going to 

22 mark as grand jury nine nine one. 

• 23 (GJ-991 was marked for identification.) 

24 (Pause.) 

25 (The witness conferred with his 
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attorney. ) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Have you had the oppDrt~nity to review that 

document, Cardinal? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And this is from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 

Office of Chancery. It says: "To Archbishop Bevilacqua 

from Father Graf," and at the time in 1988, Father Graf 

would have held the position of assistant chancellor; is 

that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it is regarding Father Richard Jones -- or I'm 

sorry. The date's actually missing off of this, but it's 

regarding Father Richard Jones, Assistant Pastor, Saint 

Thomas the Apostle, Chester Heights, and that document 

talks about what Richard, what Fa 

in; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it says: "As we told you, we were in the 

process of interviewing a variety of young men who have 

been inappropriately and sexually touched by Father 

Richard G. Jones. So far, only one gentleman mentioned 

that he was a minor." 

That's what that document says; is that correct? 
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2 A. Yes. 
, 

3 Q. So at the time when this document was written, and 
-. 

4 you acknowledged receiving this document on 10/20/88, you 

5 were aware of the fact that Father Jones had been involved 

6 with a variety of individuals, men, and that one of those 

7 persons was a minor; is that correct? 

8 A. That's what it states here. 

9 Q. Okay. Cardinal, let me ask you that. 

10 When you testified you were interviewed on the Lynn 

11 Doyle show -- we talked about that yesterday --

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. -- you recall? 

14 And again, for the record, that was on June 24, 

15 2002, it was taped, and it was broadcast on June 25, and 

16 it's been previously marked as grand jury nine five six. 

18 discussed on the Lynn Doyle show was· this issue of clergy 

19 sexual abuse. 

20 Do you recall that interview? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Okay. And one of the things that you told the 

23 ~iewers of that show -- and this is something that Lynn 

24 Doyle is asking or saying. This is Lynn Doyle speaking: 

25 "And one thing I would like to point out, so many 
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2 
- -:. times when I've done this topic on this show, we talk 
:-

3 about the Catholic Church and we talked about it, people 

4 assumed that it's Philadelphia, but really Philadelphia 

5 has not been touched by --" 

6 And you interject there, and you say: "Very 

7 little." 

8 Lynn Doyle says: If __ very few accusations of 

9 sexual misconduct, because of programs that you've put in 

10 place a very long time ago." 

11 And you respond: "Right." 

12 You further talk about: "We've had some problems, 

13 but nowhere near what some of the other dioceses and 

14 archdioceses." 

15 Do you recall those? Do you recall having part of 

16 that conversation with Lynn Doyle? 

18 Q. Okay. So you're indicating that Philadelphia 

19 doesn't really have the problems of other dioceses with 

20 regard to this issue and that there weren't a significant 

21 number of problems? 

22 A. I said not as much as other dioceses, archdioceses 

23 or dioceses. 

24 Q. And in the course of yesterday and today, we've 

25 talked about within the first six or seven months of your 



94 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 .. becoming Archbishop of Philadelphia, you already talked 

3 about tremendous cases involving allegations of sexual 
---

4 abuse, one of which had eleven victims. 

5 Do you think that that's a significant problem, 

6 Cardinal? 

7 A. I think the subject is on minors. I think the 

8 interview was on sexual ab-u-se of miners. 

9 Q. It is, but we've established through documents --

10 A. Three. Three. 

11 Q . I I m so r ry? 

12 A. I said we established three. You talked about 

13 three, two from Monsignor Walls and one from here. 

14 Q. Three. Would you disagree with the fact that three 

15 is a lot within the first seven months of your taking 

16 over? 

17 A. I think, if I'm not mistaken -- may I ask for a 

18 clarificatio~ of the dates for Morisignor Walls. 

19 Q. Monsignor Walls was February of 1988. 

20 (The witness conferred with his 

21 attorney. ) 

22 THE WITNESS: When did the abuses take 

23 place? 

. 
24 MS. McCARTNEY: It was a couple years 

25 before that. 
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THE WITNESS: I was not the Archbishop 

then. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. I understand that, Cardinal, but I'm saying these 

situations came to your letter attention, and we're 

talking about whether or not this problem -- you were 

talking to Lynn Doyle about whether or not th~se problems 

existed in Philadelphia or the extent of the problem in 

Philadelphia? 

A. The question was about under my, you know, under my 

tenure here, and thus far it's one. 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

3 Q. Good afternoon, Cardinal. I have some questions. 

4 A. Good afternoon. 

5 Q. I have some questions I want to put to you from the 

6 jurors. 

7 The first is that you have testified that you 

8 believe that you have no legal or moral obligation to tell 

9 the parishioners that a sex offender is assigned to the 

10 parish .. 

11 Is that something that you,would want to publicly 

12 admit? 

13 A. ',My ~esponse would have to be qualified, that it 
:ri, 

14 wasn't put1fhat way, that I have no legal or mO!:,i:tl 
"r>",,:.~ 

15 Q.bligation to inform the people of a sex offende"r ,befng 

16 assigned to a parish. 

... ~. ... S~J!U2Jy when tl1e.r:e'snvery little risk that t=h~a=t=~=~, 

18 person .,h~~~, for the" people - - I mean, that's a general 

19 question. I couldn't answer to that, except I said that 

20 if there is a great risk, I would be obliged to inform the 

21 people. 

oc. 
22 I would not 0l;>viou'sly assign someone if there was a 

23 great risk. 

24 Q. Do you think if someone h~d been accused of a 

25 sexual offense involving a minor and had admitted it and 
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2 had been assigned to a parish, under those circumstances 

3 would you believe that you had a legal or moral obligation 

4 to inform the parishioners of that? 

5 A. I would have to say it would have to depend a great 

6 deal as a major factor what the medical report said. 

7 Q. If the medical report under the circumstances that 

8 I laid out to you, that that someone had been accused of 

9 it and they had admitted engaging in the conduct and they 

10 were evaluated and the evaluation said that they were okay 

11 to be put back in ministry, under those circumstances, 

12 would you feel as if there was any legal or moral 

13 obligation to inform the parishioners? 

14 (The witness conferred with his 

15 attorney.) 

16 THE W~TNESS: If the medical report 

t there is no risk I'd have 

18 to .say there is no legal or ~oral obligation to 

19 report to the people. 

20 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

21 Q. And that's a position that you're comfortable with 

I 

22 and that you would not have any problem publicly 

23 acknowledging? 

24 A. I would make that -- yes, I'm comfortable with that 

25 position. 
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The second question, Cardinal, is that you've 

3 testified that secret archive files would actually have to 

4 be asked for if an individual were transferred from one 

5- diocese to another, that that's not something that would 

6 automatically go with the person. 

7 Am I correct in that? 

8 

9 

A. Generally you seek -- the general procedure is you 

seek the information about a priest coming. I'll add 

10 something, which was not in the original testimony, that 

11 today, today, as a result of our meeting in Dallas, you 

12 know, that is now considered a policy, that you inform --

13 if there's a transfer of any kind, that you are to inform 

14 the other diocese if there's any kind of abuse of -- you 

15 know, any kind of sexual abuse. 

16 Q. SO prior to the -- and you're talking about the 

tiona1 Conference of Bish that conference that was 

18 held in Dallas in 2002? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And prior to that, there was no such policy that 

21 existed? 

22 A. It may not have been a policy, but it was generally 

23 an accepted procedure. 

24 Q. And if the receiving diocese didn't specifically 

25 ask for information, then it wouldn't automatically be 
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2 cDnveyed to' them. Is that hDW it wDrked? 

- -
3 A. NDt autDmatically, but yeu still might send it. 

4 Q. Okay. Yeu indicated that restrictiens er 

5 limitatiDns to' sDmeDne's ministry are sDmetimes cDnveyed 

6 to' the individual verbally? 

7 A. It cDuld happen. 

8 Q. Under the circumstances where that weuld be the 

9 case, where sDmething were cDnveyed verbally, hO.w is that 

10 persDn mDnitDred? 

11 A. Generally it wDuld -- when I say verbally, 

12 generally -- YDU say if it happened verbally, and I'm just 

13 talking generally, it wDuld be in writing, but if it did 
• 

14 happen verbally, YDU infDrm the pastDr Df the parish Dr 

15 whesever the superiDr, if it's nDt in the parish and the 

16 Clergy Dffice, wDuld ask the -- YDU knDw, the pastDr Dr 

17 superiDr to' be the mDnitDr. 

18 Q. Do. YDU have a pDlicy in the ArchdiDcese Df 

19 Philadelphia that any restrictiDn or limitation Dn 

20 sDmeDne's ministry is to' be in writing? 

21 A. I dDn't think it's a written pelicy, but that's the 

22 general prDcedure. 

23 Q. Why is there no. written pDlicy, and do. YDU think 

24 that there ShDUld be? 

25 A. I den't knDw whether there's a written Dne, but 
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2 itis just an accepted policy. 

-
< • 

3 Q. Why are you minimizing the seriousness of a sexual 

4 offense by drawing a distinction based upon the victim's 

5 age? 

6 A. All sexual offenses are bad. All of them. But I 

7 think we all recognize that any kind of sexual offense to 

8 a child is much more grievous than when there's consensual 

9 sex, which could be, or any abuse, you know, of an adult, 

10 you always feel with children it's much worse. I think 

11 that's an accepted social, you know, act. I think it's 

12 accepted socially that it's worse for children. 

13 Q. But you acknowledge that you as the Archbishop of 

14 Philadelphia, you have a duty to all of the people within 

15 that diocese, children and adults alike, correct? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Ok listenin r answer Cardinal 

18 that it's your belief and you believe society's belief 

19 that injury to a child is more grievous, then how is it 

20 that you can say that when these allegations came to your 

21 attention, that you didn't ask the question as to what the 

22 age of the victim was if you believed that children being 

23 injured is the most grievous offenses that could occur? 

24 (The witness conferred with his 

25 attorney. ) 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

3 Q. Are you asking me what allegations I'm referring 

4 to, Cardinal? 

5 ) I'm referring to the allegation involving Monsigno~ 

6 Walls, where you testified yesterday that you had the 

7 allegation, but you weren't aware of the fact that it was 

8 a child that was the victim of it. 

9 A. I had no recollection of it; yes, but let me --

10 could you repeat the question, please. 

11 Q. I'll try. 

12 (The witness conferred with his 

13 attorney.) 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. Given the fact that you acknowledged that the 

16 injury to a child is more grievous, wouldn't it be natural 

17 that when an allegation came to you with re ard to 

18 Monsignor Walls, that you would have asked the question: 

19 How old was the victim? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

That's very general. I don't know whether --

Well, with all due respect, it's not general. I'm 

22 referring to you specifically about the case of MonSignor 

23 Walls. 

24 A. But in what -- may I ask again. In what context is 

25 that being addressed to me? 
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Q. In the context of your acknowledging that you 

believe that an injury to a child is the most grievous of 

injuries. Wouldn't you want to know what the age of the 

victim was to ensure or to put your mind at ease that it 

wasn't the child that was the victim? 

A. I mean, it depends on the context again of the 

information. I mean, sometimes I would not. Sometimes I 

would. I couldn't answer that question. 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney.) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Okay. What sort of monitoring procedures do you 

have in place to ~nsure that the people that you've 

delegated the responsibility with regard to"these cases, 

what sort of monitoring do you have for whether or not 

th 're bei handled 

A. In my relationship to my staff? 

Q. Yes. Yes. 

A. I don't have any special oversight over all my 

staff. I depend -- my staff I having chosen, chosen them 

for good reasons. I presume they are efficient. 

If anything comes to me, if there's someone is 

inefficient, it would after a while, I would start 

s~mebody might report it to me or report it to the Vicar 



<'. 

120 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 for Administration. 

3 Q. I'm not referring to all your staff, though, 

4 Cardinal, just so we're clearj and if you want to change 

5 your answer, you certainly may. 

6 I'm referring to your staff, the individuals, 

7 specifically the ones in the Secretary for Clergy, that 

8 are responsible for dealing with these cases involving 

9 sexual abuse. 

10 A. I don't have -- I do not have a monitoring of them, 

11 but if I'll add to what I said before. 

12 Q. SO if these cases were not being handled properly, 

13 you don't have any mechanism in place to make sure that 

14 you are aware of that? 

15 

16 

A. 

system. 

I don't have a you know, some kind of written 

I don't have any persons -- it would just be 

..... 12 ~.rOll(Ll)tH:::-:::-~QJJ.,l.(ln.o'-pe. it wouldbe.brollghi:: .. to!llY 

18 attention if they were not being handled properly. 

19 Q. So you ire just working on the assumption that 

20 everybody's doing their job and doing it well? 

21 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

You're aware, Cardinal, that rectories are 

oftentimes staffed, at least on a part-time basis, by 

24 children, that children work there? They answer the 

25 phones. You're aware of that. Correct? 
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Q. 
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No, I am not aware that children do that. 

You have no knowledge of the fact that children 

4 oftentimes work in rectories? 

How old? 

Eighth grade. 

I don't 

High school students. 

I'm not talking about toddlers. 

121 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. Well, I don't consider that those in high school 

10 are children. 

11 Q. Young adolescents? 

12 A'. Yes. 

13 Q. Can we? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. Are you aware of the fact that adolescents often 

16 work in rectories? 

do. 

18 Q. What safeguards were in place to ensure the safety 

19 of children who work there prior to 2000 and three? 

20 A. If you're talking about some specific safeguards 

21 that we elaborated on, I can't say that there were --

22 

23 

24 

25 

we . 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

So -- I'm sorry. 

You asked a question. 

I'm sorry. 

I was --



122 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 A. I said we don't have any -- you know, did not at 

3 that time have any kind of set safeguards. We just 

4 presumed that the whole environment of the rectory, you 

5 know, presented little risk to those working there. 

6 You always have in a rectory, you know, a number of 

7 people wo~king there, whether it be the housekeepers, 

8 cooks, other priests at times, but I -- we always presumed 

9 on the goodness of the priests themselves. 

10 Q. Can I just have a moment. 

11 (Pause.) 

12 Do you, Cardinal, believe that you were in any way 

13 negligent in the assignment or transfer of any priest who 

14 was accused of sexually abusing a minor? 

15 A. You asked the guesti on was' I aware. You mean 

16 knowingly? At no time knowingly did I say that I was 

18 Q. Do you think, Cardinal, that you are in any way or 

19 were in any way negligent in not knowing that Monsignor 

20 Walls had abused a minor and to have assumed that it was 

21 not a minor? 

I, 
'. 22 A. I don't see how I could say that I was negligent in 

23 not knowing. 

24 Q. Why would you accept anyone into your diocese for a 

25 full ministry who had been criminally charged with sexual 
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2 abuse, whether the person that was the victim was a minor 

3 

4 

or not? 

A. First of all, I did not know, distinguishing I did 

5 not know, did not recall that there was any involvement 

6 

7 

8 

with a minor. You're asking what? About another age? 

Yes. Q. 

A. Because we feel when it's an involvement with 

9 another person, we might accept that person, that priest, 

10 even though involved, say, with an adult. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Again, generally, there might be circumstances that 

you say you do not accept him. There are circumstances 

where you could accept him. Now, it depends on each case. 

We don't have any general policy on that. So it's 

15 case by case. 

16 (The witness conferred with his 

17 attorney.) 

18 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

19 Q. So is your testimony, Cardinal, that you did not 

20 know that Father Connor had been criminally charged with 

21 sex abuse, the age of the victim notwithstanding? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

I'm saying I have no recollection of it. 

If you had known, would you have accepted him into 

24 your diocese? 

25 A. Here in Philadelphia? 
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2 Q. Or in Pittsburgh? 

3 A. It depends on -- it depends on the -- on the 

4 recommendation of the medical experts, and I mean, again, 

5 it would be case by case. 

6 Q. There was a document that had been shown to you 

7 during the course of your testimony where and it was 
I 

8 the document -- it's nine eighty-eight. 

9 I don't know whether you have it in front of you or 

10 not. It's the document that was directed to you from 

11 Father Dattilo, nine eighty-eight. 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. Do you see it? There was a statement on that 

14 document, that number three in particular: "Can we trust 

15 the evaluation of Southdown, i.e., no basic or lasting 

16 problem? I seem to remember your telling Father Bober and 

17 me that you have reservations about Southdown." 

18 Do you or did you in fact have reservations about 

19 Southdown? 

20 A. It was -- it must have been that was a personal, 

21 just purely personal, because it goes back many, many 

'" 22 '" years, goes back into the 19 -- must have been in the 

- ':.,' 23 sixties or seventies, that there was just one instance, 

24 and that's why I had it, just that kind of a mild 

25 reservation that they had to treat a priest from the 
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-2 Diocese of Brooklyn, and some of us were not -- have 

3 reservations about how he was treated. 

4 That's what it came from, more than likely. I 

5 don't recall. But they I can say this, that they have 

6 since had changes there in their leadership, and it's 

7 become one of the very reputable institutes. 

8 Q. Cardinal, you had stated in the Lynn Doyle 

9 interview that you never transferred a priest who had 

10 admitted abusing a minor. We now have seen two cases 

11 where you did. 

12 Do you think that your statement that you made on 

13 the Lynn Doyle show is incorrect? 

14 A. I asked -- I think it may have been that'the 

15 word or omitted, or I may, you know, have failed to 

16 say. I a1ways use the word "knowingly." 

17 Q. So the statement that you intended to make on the 

18 Lynn Doyle show is that you never knowingly transferred a 

19 priest? 

20 A. That's my general policy on; but. 

21 Q. If you were a parent of a child in a parish, would 

'" 22 you want to know that a priest in that parish had sexually 

- J 23 abused a child? 

24 (The witness conferred with his 

25 attorney. ) 
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THE WITNESS: Can I ask you 
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3 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

4 Q. Just for the record, you did have an opportunity to 

5 consult with your attorney? 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Sure. 

Yes. Can I ask you to repeat it. 

If you were a parent of a child in a parish, 

B would you want to know that a priest in that parish had 

9 sexually abused a child? 

10 (The witness conferred with his 

11 attorney.) 

12 

13 

14 

15 

THE WITNESS: That's a -- I have to be 

clear that I find that difficult to answer since I 

am not a parent, but possibly I would be concerned 

and would want to know, but I cannot speak when I'm 

16 not a parent myself. 

17 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

18 Q. Do you think that a priest who sexually abuses a 

19 child should be criminally charged and prosecuted? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A. He has committed a crime. Depends on the law. 

Depends on the circumstance of the case. 

know. 

But I don't 

Q . So you have some questions or reservations with 

24 regard to whether o~ not a priest who sexually abused a 

25 child should be criminally charged and prosecuted? 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

3 Q. Do you feel you had? Did you feel you had a duty 

4 to report? 

May I -- that's not the same as obligation. 5 

6 

A. 

Q. Well, aside from a legal obligation, did you feel 

7 like you had any other duty or moral obligation to do so? 

8 (The witness conferred with his 

9 attorney.) 

10 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

I'm sorry. Go ahead. 11 

12 

Q. 

A. Say, my obligation, you know, before the charter 

13 was to always comply with the law, and we did. 

14 (The witness conferred with his 

15 attorney.) 

16 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

17 Q. Do you think, Cardinal, that if the policy that was 

18 adopted in 2002, meaning that these cases were reported to 

19 the civil authorities, if that policy had been in effect 

20 from the time that you became Archbishop of Philadelphia, 

21 do you think that less children would have -- do you think 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that the children would have been better protected? 

A. That's an abstract question, if I may say. That's 

a lot of if's in that. That's very difficult to answer. 

(The witness conferred with his 
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- COLLOQUY -

MS. McCARTNEY: Just for the purposes 

of logistics for today, we told you next week we're 

having Bishop Cullen in, so we wanted to give you 

the benefit of hearing the testimony that Cardinal 

Bevilacqua offered during the last grand jury. 

We have a couple more transcripts that 

we need to go through. I think he testified five 

times before the last grand jury. 

We also have today a fact witness. 

Father Gana will be coming in, so we don't expect 

that that will take overly long. But then we'll 

finish up with the transcripts, and tomorrow we 

have more of Cardinal Bevilacqua's transcripts as 

well as one additional witness, a fact witness that 

will be testifying. 

MS. McCARTNEY: We don't know yet. 

MR. GALLAGHER: I'm in contact with his 

attorney to set up the dates. 

just this week. 

I spoke with him 

MS. McCARTNEY: He has been subpoenaed. 

MR. GALLAGHER: Okay. May the record 

reflect that it's now 10:07 A.M. on November 6, 
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- COLLOQUY -

2003, and do we have a quorum? 

(Pause.) 

MS. McCARTNEY: Regular jurors just 

raise your hands. 

jurors. 

MR. GALLAGHER: Nineteen regular 

jurors, and alternates? 

MS. McCARTNEY: Seven alternates. So 

that's a quorum. Thank you. 

MR. GALLAGHER: Last week when we 

adjourned for day we were going through the 

testimony of Cardinal Bevilacqua before the last 

3 

grand jury and his testimony of June 27, 2003. At 

that time we ended at page fifty-five in the middle 

of discussion of several priests who were given 

leaves of absence in the spring of 2002. 

In order to pick up in context and 

there's some continuity here, we're going to pick 

up on page fifty-four, line thirteen. 

Charles Gallagher was doing the 
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questioning. Present was William Spade and Maureen 

McCartney. And as I indicated, the witness was 

Anthony Joseph Bevilacqua. 

I will start on line thirteen. I will 

be reading the questions, and assistant DA Maureen 

McCartney will be providing the answers as per the 

transcript. 

(The testimony of ANTHONY JOSEPH 

CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, taken on June 27, 2003, was 

read to the grand jury. The questions were read by 

Mr. Gallagher, and the answers were read by Ms. 

McCartney as fOllows:) 

16 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

17 "Q. Could you turn to the next priest, Father. Thomas 

18 Wisniewski. 

19 "With Father Wisniewski, the profile indicates that 

20 he was given administrative leave on March IS, 2002; is 

21 that correct? 

22 

23 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

And if we could go down to the previous 

24 assignments, it indicates that he was the parochial vicar 

25 at Saint Pius X in Broomall from June of 1991 through July 



1 TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 of 1992; is that correct, Cardinal? 

"A. Yes. 3 

4 "Q. And in July of 1992 until September of 1993, he 

5 was on health leave, and he resided for that time period 

6 at Saint John Vianney Hospital? 

7 

8 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Yes. 

Is that correct? 

Yes. 

10 "Q. And then from September of '93 through June of 

11 '95, he was the staff, Office of the Metropolitan 

12 Tribunal; is that correct? 

"A. Yes. 13 

14 "Q. What is the staff of the Office of the 

15 Metropolitan Tribunal? 

16 "A. I don't know specifically. It means that he was 

17 not an official of the Metropolitan Tribunal, meaning he 

18 was not one of the judges. 

5 

19 "He could have had another function there, and I'm 

20 not aware of what that function was. 

21 

22 

"Q. Okay. It then indicates that from June of 1995 

through March of 2002 -- strike that. I'm sorry. These 

23 are hard to read. 

24 "September of 1993 until June of 2001 he was a 

25 resident at Saint Justin the Martyr in Narberth; is that 
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2 correct? 

3 

4 

"A. 

"Q. 

Correct. 

Do you know if he had any contact with the altar 

5 boys at t~at Narberth parish? 

!fA. I do not know that. 

6 

6 

7 "Q. Okay. And from June of 1995 until March of 2002, 

8 he was the chaplain at Immaculate Mary Horne, and then from 

9 June of 2001 to March of 2002, he was resident at Saint 

10 Callistus in Philadelphia; is that correct? 

11 

12 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Do you know if he had any contact or interaction 

13 with children --

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

I do not. 

-- at those assignments? 

I do not know. 

But he was initially given health leave back in 

992, and then in March of 2002, he was given 

19 administrative leave; is that correct? 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. Do you know why he was given administrative 

22 leave in March 2002? 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Yes. 

Why? 

Because it was determined that he was guilty of 
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2 sexual abuse of a minor. 

3 "Q. And as of March 2002, his address is the Secretary 

4 for the Clergy, Monsignor Lynn's office? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Correct. 

Do you know in fact where he's living? 

I do not know. 

And do you know in fact whether or not he has any 

9 access to children or altar boys? 

10 

11 

"A. I do not know. He ordinarily may I ask this. 

"Since he's prevented from saying any public Mass, 

12 he ordinarily should not have any contact with altar boys, 

13 but I cannot be absolute, so 

14 "Q. Without going through everyone in detail, I did 

15 indicate there were twelve priests here between March 2002 

16 and May of 2002 that were granted administrative leave or 

17 separated. 

"Cardinal, do you know why the Archdiocese waited 

19 until that time if these priests had previous credible 

20 allegations of sexual abuse of minors? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. Because " 

MR. GALLAGHER: And then the witness 

conferred with his attorney. 

(THE WITNESS:) "Because up until that 

tjmc, I could sec that these were either given --
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put on full leave, or they were on restricted 

3 ministry, and at that time we felt that was 

4 sufficient according to our policy." 

5 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

6 

7 

8 

"Q. 

itA. 

And why did you change that policy at that time? 

That was recommended to me by Monsignor Lynn." 

9 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

8 

10 "Q. Do you know when he specifically recommended that 

11 to you? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

"A. Excuse me. May I for a moment." 

MR. GALLAGHER: Then the witness 

conferred with his attorney. 

(THE WITNESS:) "See, I just want to 

amplify that Monsignor Lynn had come to me earlier 

in the year and recommended that all those that 

o were guilty of sexual 

19 abuse of minors should be removed completely from 

20 ministry, and I acceded to that recommendation." 

21 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

22 "Q. Did he give you the basis for why he came to that 

23 recommendation? 

24 "A. No. He just thought it would be best to do it 

25 that way. 
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Okay. Did you ask him for an explanation of why 

3 he thought it was wise to do it at that point? 

4 

5 

"A. 

"Q. 

I did not ask him that I recall. 

It's possible that he may have a recollection of 

9 

6 that, Cardinal, as to the basis of why he recommended this 

7 to you? 

8 

9 

itA. 

ItQ. 

Yes, it's possible, but I don't recall it. 

Well, when he makes recommendations for you, for 

10 someone to go on administrative leave, and that basically 

11 means with these twelve priests, that they no longer even 

12 practice restricted ministry, he doesn't do that lightly, 

13 does he, Cardinal? 

14 "A. No. But he -- when he's -- when he made that 

15 recommendation, I acceded to it because he always has good 

16 reasons for it. 

17 ItQ. Well, quite frankly, Cardinal, don't you think 

d be more than possible that he knows the 

19 reasons why he made those recommendations to you? 

20 "A. Well, I'm sure he had reason for it, so I presume 

21 he knows it. 

22 "Q. Okay. Cardinal, in subsequent comments by your 

23 spokeswoman, Catherine Rossi, she again reiterated that of 

24 the thirty-five credible evidence of sexually abusive 

25 priests over the past fifty years of Philadelphia, that 
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2 only six had been dismissed and their allegations became 

3 known to law enforcement, plus they were charged, arrested 

4 and prosecuted. 

5 "Do you remember when she made that pronouncement? 

6 

7 

"A. 

"Q. 

I can't remember exactly. No, I cannot. 

Do you know if that pronouncement by her was 

8 correct? 

9 "A. That there were thirty-five? That there were six, 

10 yes, I recall that number. 

11 "Q. Six were dismissed because their allegations 

12 became known to law enforcement, and they were charged, 

13 arrested and prosecuted? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

"A. I don't recall that area, the nuances that you 

just gave. I recall those six, that number six. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Well, what nuances do you recall? 

Just that there were six priests. 

Okay. Dismissed because they became known to law 

19 enforcement and were prosecuted and arrested? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. That's the part that I don't recall" 

MR. GALLAGHER: Okay. And then the 

witness conferred with his attorney. 

(THE WITNESS: "Yes. May I ask you to 

read the press release." 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 
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(MR. GALLAGHER:) "It's now eleven 

forty-nine. 

"I will get that out for you, Cardinal, 

and then we will take a recess at this point for 

ten minutes. Only ten minutes. 

"NOW, Cardinal, while -- well, let's 

extend that. Let's make that fifteen minutes. 

"During that time period, I will 

ascertain whether or not any of the grand jurors 

have questions of you, and do you understand the 

process? They pose the questions in recess to me, 

and then I ask you those questions. 

"Do you understand that, Cardinal?" 

(THE WITNESS:) "Yes." 

(MR. GALLAGHER:) "Okay. We'll take a 

recess." 

MR. GALLAGHER: Then it was reconvened, 

and I continued questioning the Cardinal. 

22 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

23 "Q. Cardinal, the grand jurors have posed to us a 

24 series of questions, and I'm going to go through them at 

25 this point. 
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"Cardinal, yesterday you indicated that you cannot 

force priests into treatment. If you have a case of a 

4 credible allegation and you've made that determination, 

5 how do you get these priests treatment? 

6 

7 

"A. We strongly recommend it, and I do not know of any 

that I recall that did not accept that. There's -- as a 

8 general rule, they go for treatment when we ask them. 

9 "Q. Have you had any cases where once they go for 

10 treatment, they've walked away from treatment? 

11 itA. I don't know. I cannot -- I cannot identify I 

12 think there was one or two priests, but not necessarily in 

13 sexual abuse, that may have walked out of a treatment 

14 house, but I'm not positive. 

15 

16 

"Q. 

"A. 

Okay. We were only --

I'm -- not connected with sexual abuse 

17 necessarily. 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

We're only talking about sexual abuse. 

I don't know of any. 

You don't know of any that have walked away from 

21 treatment? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

That's right. 

But it is possible; is that correct, Cardinal? 

Yes, it is. I -- you have to say it's possible. 

When you became the Archbishop in February of 
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2 1988, do you know if any of the secret archive files 

3 dealing with matters of sexual abuse were thrown out? 

4 "A. I do not know that, and that would be contrary to 

5 the law. 

6 "Q. Do you know if any of the files that were in the 

7 custody of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia were thrown out 

8 before you took over in 1988? 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

I do not know that. 

Okay. Do you know if any of the files, secret 

11 archive files, have been thrown out or shredded or 

12 destroyed since you took over in February of 1988? 

13 "A. Again, I can't say that, but it would be against 

14 the law to do that. 

15 "Q. Isn't there a requirement under the canon law for 

16 secret archive files to be thrown out and shredded or 

17 destroyed after a period of ten years? 

19 

20 

"Q. 

itA. 

That's in criminal cases. 

What do you mean by that, Cardinal? 

I mean, if someone, a priest, was charged with a 

21 crime in canon law, but there could be secret archives for 

22 other reasons. 

23 "Q. Okay. I'm talking about secret archives files 

24 dealing with sexual abuse. 

25 itA. Well, that's -- secret archives is a general 
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2 

3 

category. One of them would be, you know, criminal cases, 

one of which would be sexual abuse. There is a law to 

4 that effect. 

5 "Q. Okay. When you say criminal cases, do you mean 

6 criminal cases in the secular world in law enforcement 

7 that I'm charged with investigating and prosecuting, or do 

8 you mean in the canon law? 

"A. I said in church law, canon law. 9 

10 "Q. So if it's a criminal case in canon law for sexual 

11 abuse of a minor, there is a provision in canon law for 

12 those files to be destroyed; is that correct? 

"A. After the completion of the case. 13 

14 "Q. Okay. And, Cardinal, for clarification to the 

15 jury, can you explain what do you mean by after completion 

16 of the case? 

17 "A. When a decision has been made, frequently --

18 frequently there are two ways of finalizing a case. One 

19 is an administrative decision that would come from the 

20 bishop himself. 

21 "The other is if it went to the judicial court of 

22 the diocese and the judge would render a decision; and 

23 once you have it, either the person is innocent or guilty 

24 of the crime, and the penalty is imposed. That's the 

25 completion of the case, and provided there are no appeals 
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2 from that. 

3 "Q. So there's two categories, correct? Ones in which 

4 they're administratively handled by the bishop, and ones 

5 which go through the Metropolitan Tribunal. Is that 

6 correct? 

7 "A. Not the Metropolitan, no. The Archdiocesan. To 

8 distinguish the Metropolitan Tribunal, it's different from 

9 the Archdiocesan Tribunal. 

10 "Philadelphia is a metropolitan Archdiocese, 

11 meaning I'm a metropolitan for all the suffragan bishops 

12 of Pennsylvania. When they have a court case, generally 

13 an annulment, in order to -- you must have two decisions, 

14 the original one of the diocese, and then it must be 

15 appealed to the Metropolitan Tribunal. That's what the 

16 metropolitan tries, the appeal court for other diocese. 

17 

19 

20 

21 

"Q. Okay. Cardinal, so I can make sure this is 

jury, we're not talking about 

annulments here. We're talking about 

"A. I used that as an example. 

"Q. We're talking about charges of criminal violations 

22 under canon law dealing with sexual abuse of minors. 

23 There's two avenues for those cases to be pursued in the 

24 Archdiocese under canon law; is that correct? 

25 "A. Right. 
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Those two methods of pursuing those cases is 

3 administrative as well as the court --

4 

5 

6 

"A. 

"Q. 

That's right. 

-- correct? 

"And if it's handled administratively and the 

16 

7 bishop makes the decision, when are those secret archive 

8 files permitted to be destroyed as you understand canon 

9 law? 

10 itA. After the final appeal is made, either 

11 administratively or judicially. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

17 correct? 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

Okay. 

That's when it's fully completed. 

Okay. 

Then ten years after that, they can be destroyed. 

So it's ten years after the appeal; is that 

That's right. If there is one. 

Where does the appeal go? 

If it's administratively, it's a recourse to the 

18 

19 

20 

21 Holy See, to the Vatican. If it's judicial, then it would 

22 go to the Rota in Rome. 

23 "Q. And when you say the Holy See, you mean the Pope, 

24 correct? 

25 itA. Well, it means not personally. It means his 
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2 administrative bodies there. 

3 "Q. So if you made an administrative decision as a 

4 result of being the Bishop of Philadelphia and you made a 

5 decision on a case of child sexual abuse by a priest --

6 

7 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

-- that priest could appeal that to the Holy See; 

8 is that correct? 

9 

10 

"A. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

And when you say the Holy See, so it's clear for 

11 everyone, what do you mean by that? 

12 "A. It means all of the various departments that 

13 administer the work of the Holy See. 

14 "So there are about eight congregations that are 

15 that minister various functions of the Church according to 

16 our federal government, Secretary of Commerce and so on, 

17 so they're divided into various categories. 

19 administrative decision in the sexual abuse case would go 

20 to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

21 

22 

23 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

Okay. 

At the present time. 

Now, you say at the present time. How about over 

24 the last fifteen years? 

25 itA. It would have gone -- it would have gone probably 
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to the Congregation for the Clergy, but about two or three 

years ago, the Holy Father changed that, so that all cases 

of sexual abuse of minors go to the Congregation of the 

Doctrine of the Faith. 

"Q. Was there ever an explanation as to why that was 

changed? 

!lA. Yes. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith handles what we call very grave crimes, and there 

are about six of them in the Church. You would not be 

interested in the other. They're more on the sacraments. 

"About three years ago, it was decided that sexual 

abuse of a minor is now a graver crime than others. It's 

a -- it is a very -- it's a word of art. In other words, 

it's a scientific term, called a graver delict. 

its actual term. 

"Once it became a graver delict, then it 

That's 

alIt offia t i caTI y .. .. the Ho ty=r"ath·e r· swi:t ehed=TFover·t:;;~the 

congregation of the Faith, which handles those kinds of 

crimes. 

"Q. And when did that occur? 

"A. I think it"was about three years ago. 

"Q. SO it would have been 2000 or 1999? 

"A. Yes, about then. 

"Q. Okay. So prior to let's say 2000, the 
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2 Congregation for the Clergy handled these appeals? 

itA. 

"Q. 

"A. 

That's where I think --

The administrative appeals? 

The administrative. 

19 

3 

4 

5 

6 "Q. From the time that you took over as Archbishop in 

7 Philadelphia in 1988, were there any cases handled 

8 administratively by you that resulted in canon law 

9 criminal prosecution of a priest for sexual abuse of a 

10 minor? 

11 "A. 

12 ask? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

You're talking up until the present time, may I 

No. Fine. Up until the present time. 

Yes. 

What were those cases? 

I don't -- there were cases when -- well, any time 

17 I put a priest on administrative leave and removed all of 

~~"-~-~-41H-8'1-=--=---=-hh-"ii~sr'-~-TfTUfl-ITrCC-1't""iihO'C'T-19lf~Sr',:=--=-i't'iITlffrt';i"rt-'""'cLs=sc-=--1'laFTn'l=I=-'O.a4~--~m",,--~i1'lflpj:i0'!-'8'~t~F'-ia-¥tMi"""v'~e~-€dke~-GGJi~-s~£i='--(2l@ei'n\=-.~---~-=-=== 

19 "Q. Okay. And how many times did you do that in the 

20 last fifteen years? 

21 "A. I only did them recently, and I don't remember the 

22 exact number, but it's at least six. 

23 "Q. Now, these cases that I talked about earlier, that 

24 I gave you the profile that's still sitting in front of 

25 you, whicil is in grand jury exhibit nine fifty-seven 
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2 no, not that. 

3 "Were those cases handled by you administratively 

4 as far as -- are they considered canon law, criminal law 

5 cases? 

"A. I'd have to -- you know, I don't want to be 6 

7 

8 

9 

absolute that all of them are. They could be, but I'm 

just not absolutely sure. Some of them are. 

"Q. 

10 group? 

11 "A. 

12 recall. 

13 "Q. 

14 later? 

15 

16 

"A. 

Well, the six that you mentioned, are they in that 

I think they are, but I'm not sure. I don't 

Would you be able to check that and let us know 

Well, sure." 

(THE WITNESS:) "Could you ask the 

17 question again so we can put it down." 

18 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

19 

20 

21 

"Q. What I want to know is of the -- actually, there's 

thirteen there, profiles. You were given thirteen priests 

that were earlier mentioned in the record. That's marked 

22 as grand jury exhibit nine fifty-seven. 

23 "Which one of those cases were handled by you as 

24 the Bishop in the administratjve method that you 

25 indicated? 
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"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 
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In which I imposed a penalty? 

Correct. 

Okay. 

Do you know if any of those cases were appealed 

21 

6 to -- that would be now the Congregation of Faith, because 

7 those thirteen were handled in the last year and a half? 

8 "A. 

9 of them. 

10 

11 

12 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

In looking them over, I have to say I know of two 

Which two? 

Thomas Wisniewski and Stanley Gana. 

Have their appeals been resolved by the 

13 Congregation of the Faith? 

14 "A. The only one I know of that has been resolved is 

15 the Father Gana, Stanley Gana. 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. 

"A. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

year. 

"Q. 

itA. 

"Q. 

And what was the resolution of that? 

It was an in our favor to uphold our decision. 

That he cannot perform any functions as a priest. 

Okay. And when did you make that decision? 

That would have been in the early part of last 

As indicated in the profile for -

Yes. 

-- for Father Gana, it indicates --
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I think it was February or March of 2002. 

22 

1 

2 

3 "Q. I believe the exhibit indicates that Stanley Gana 

4 was given administrative leave on April 2, 2002i is that 

5 correct? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

10 years? 

11 "A. 

12 always. 

13 "Q. 

1'm looking for that here. 

It's in the top part of the profile, Cardinal. 

o h, I 'm so r ry . Then that would be correct. 

So therefore, his file will be destroyed in ten 

The law permits it, but it isn't necessarily done 

Now, prior to this group, do you recall other 

14 cases in the last fifteen years where you administratively 

15 removed a priest as a result of canon law? 

16 "A. 

17 "Q . 

I don't recall any besides the present cases. 

When you say the present cases 

. ~== Tl4'l8c=~ ~ .. =.--.*u·"'liA=.~~~· ~~ ~ I .. l1I~ei3'11=t:neue Ires -'leu Ire ~¥ki nga-beuthe'PEL 

19 "Q. The twelve --strike that. 

20 "The thirteen in exhibit nine fifty-seven?" 

2 1 

22 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

23 "Q. Cardinal, the grand jurors have a few other 

24 questjons I'd like to go jnto because it's now twelve 

25 fortynjne and we want to conclude by one o'clock. 
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2 "Have you ever met with a priest who has been 

3 accused of sexual abuse of a minor? 

4 "A. Yes. 

5 "Q. How many times, and do you recall who those 

6 priests were? 

7 "A. I've met with Father Joseph P. Gallagher I think 

8 about maybe two or three times, and I recall meeting with 

9 Father Stanley Gana, but I only recall once. 

10 "Q. And do you recall when the meetings were with 

11 Father Gallagher, Joseph P. Gallagher? 

12 "A. I think it's possible both of them were in the 

13 early part of this year. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. That's the early part of 2003? 

"A. Yes. Separated by several months. Maybe in the 

early part of 2003. Maybe two months later again. 

"Q. And how about meeting with Reverend Stanley Gana? 

"A. I think that was last year, in 2002. 

"Q. Before or after you imposed the 

"A. After. 

"Q. -- administrative leave? 

"A. I think it was after. 

"Q. It was after April 2 , 2002; is that correct? 

itA. That's my recollection, yes. 
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Do you recall any other priests that you've met 

3 with that have been accused -- not in that group, any 

4 priests that were accused in the last fifteen years? 

itA. That were accused? No, I don't recall that. 

24 

5 

6 ItQ. Have you, without indicating or remembering their 

7 names, have you regularly met over the last fifteen years 

8 with priests that have been accused of sexual abuse of 

9 minors? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

itA. 

ItQ. 

"A. 

"Q. 

No. As a general rule, I did not meet with them. 

So you're 

Unless they requested it. 

So besides Gallagher and Gana, there may have been 

14 other priests over the last fifteen years that you've met, 

15 that have been accused of sexual abuse of a minor? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

"A. 

"Q. 

It 

"Q. 

itA. 

ItQ. 

I do not know, was not aware of it. 

Excuse me? 

Aware of what? 

That they were not accused. 

I'm not worried about your meeting priests just 

22 for the sake of meeting them in your capacity as their 

23 bishop. I'm asking about specifically priests that have 

24 been accused of sexual abuse of a child, how many priests 

25 over the last fifteen years have you met with? 
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2 

3 

4 

"A. I can only recall in meeting with them the two I 

mentioned to you. I do not recall others. 

"Q. But other cases have been brought to your 

5 attention by Monsignor Cistone, then at that time 

6 Monsignor Cullen, and also Monsignor Lynn over the last 

7 fifteen years; is that correct? 

8 

9 

"A. 

ItQ. 

Generally, Monsignor Lynn, yes. 

Right. Right. But you yourself have only met 

10 with Gana and Gallagher as you can recall --

11 

12 

13 

14 

itA. 

ItQ. 

itA. 

"Q. 

That is correct. 

-- as of today? 

That is correct. 

Have you ever had it as a standard policy for you 

15 to meet with a priest who has an allegation of sexual 

16 abuse in order for you yourself to determine whether or 

17 not it was a credible allegation? 

1 itA. 

19 "Q. Okay. When you met with Father Joseph Gallagher 

20 and Father Stanley Gana, did you meet with them for the 

21 purpose of ascertaining for you yourself whether or not it 

22 was a credible allegation? 

23 "A. No. 

24 "Q. What was the purpose of meeting with Father 

25 Gallagher and Father Gana? 
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They asked to see me. 

26 

1 

2 

3 "Q. So it's the best of your recollection you've never 

4 asked or never directed to meet with a priest yourself 

5 over the last fifteen years who has been charged with an 

6 allegation of sexual abuse of a minor? 

7 

8 

"A. 

"Q. 

Generally, that's correct. 

Cardinal, the next question from a grand juror 

9 concerns your knowledge of this crisis. 

10 "You said you have not read any scholarly works on 

11 this crisis except for a couple magazine articles and some 

12 news media? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

"A. 

"A. 

No, I did not say that. 

Okay. What did you say? 

I did not read any of the ones you gave. 

Okay. Which ones have you read? 

But I said that I read many articles. 

In various newspapers and magazines. 

"I didn't say a few. I -- I -- there ar~ various 

21 sources, other magazines, too, that I've read. 

22 "Q. Could you mention those to the grand jury. What 

23 other 

"A. Well, again, I mentioned the two reputable papers 24 

25 the National Catholic Register. I mentioned also the 
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Sunday Visitor. There is the Homiletic and Pastoral 

1 

2 

3 Review. There is Crisis Magazine, and also there could be 

4 other articles that at times I don't exactly remember 

5 where, that my Communications Director would send to me. 

6 

7 

"You know, whether it was Time Magazine, Newsweek, 

at times they would have articles. She would always send 

8 me a copy of anything relating to this. 

9 "Q. Cardinal, besides the books that I've mentioned, 

10 have you read any book about this crisis 

11 

12 

"A. 

"Q. 

I did not. 

-- that's been published in the last fifteen to 

13 twenty years? 

14 

15 

"A. 

"Q. 

I did not. 

Okay. And regardless of who the writer was or 

16 what may be perceived as his or her intention, is it your 

17 experience that people that commit themselves to writing a 

.. HUI .... PQo k.alJ.out .q..~Cirttc 11 tCi.:r:: J=:()p i c.u stl~.lly :r::es ea rC.h )"=t== .. = ... = .... ~=.~==~ 

19 thoroughly and there's a possibility that that research 

20 will provide a more expansive explanation of the scope of 

21 a crisis? 

22 

23 

"A. I could not answer that question. 

"Q. Okay. Considering the depravity of this matter 

24 for the Catholic Church, the grand jurors wanted to know 

25 why you haven't read any of the books that were mentioned 
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2 to you yesterday --

(fA. I did not --

ItQ. -- to educate yourself personally? 

3 

4 

5 "A. Well, first of all, I did not think I had to read 

6 those books that you listed, but that did not mean that I 

7 was not educated. 

ItIt's not necessary to read those books to be 8 

9 educated in this field. As I indicated, there are many 

10 other resources available outside of those books that you 

11 listed. 

12 "Q. Okay. Do you think that based on the sources that 

13 you've read, that you are sufficiently educated yourself 

14 to understand and deal with this crisis? 

15 

16 

(fA. 

by the 

Yes. I might add that the resources given to us 

by the Conference of Bishops is a very excellent 

17 resource, and they are professionally written. 

nr .. .... flQ~·--N"aw;··=ehenin hy.r mact i~n.g-iveR to yQ U bY1:.b e Un it e d .... u .... 

19 States Conference of Bishops, is that what you're talking 

20 about? 

21 

22 

!lA. 

ItQ. 

Yes. 

Okay. Do you keep a separate file on those items 

23 that are sent to you by the bishops? 

24 

25 

itA. 

"Q. 

On the sexual abuse of minors, generally I did. 

Okay. May this grand jury have a copy 01 that, 



29 

1 TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 Cardinal? 

3 "A. But they're mostly the ones contained in the 

4 volumes that I told you about. 

5 "Q. Now, those volumes you got back in 1985; is that 

6 correct? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

"A. Well, there were some -- I don't know if they were 

limited to those. I think there may have been even -- no. 

No. Because I know that they contained information from 

1993 to '94. They are resource materials for bishops. 

11 That's what I generally mean by material that I --

12 

13 

14 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

And you've kept all those resource materials? 

I have two binders of them. Yes. I have them. 

And have you gotten anything subsequent to those 

15 from the United states Conference of Bishops? 

16 "A. Well, we -- yes. We received other materials 

17 since -- especially since June of last year. 

18 "Q. Okay. 

19 "A. We have the charter and we have the norms, and 

20 those are all provided to us by the conference. 

21 "Q. Okay. Prior to last year at the conference, and 

22 from the time that you originally got those two volumes, 

23 have you gotten other material from the United States 

24 Conference of Bishops that you've read? 

25 "A. I can't say we did not, but I can't recall oLher 
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material that was sent to us. It may have been. 

"Q. Okay. Do you keep all the material on sexual 

30 

4 abuse that you've gotten from the USCCB and the NCCB for 

5 the last fifteen years? Do you keep all that material in 

6 one place? 

7 "A. No. 

"Q. Okay. Where do you keep it all? 8 

9 "A. Sometimes I don't keep it, because it becomes --

10 when I get the binders, you find that's more up-to-date 

11 resources. 

12 "Q. Okay. So you do keep it all in one place. It's 

13 just that some of the stuff is not there because you've 

14 thrown it out? 

15 

16 

"A. 

"Q. 

Some I throw out. 

You still have what you have as a current building 

17 library on this topic of sexual abuse, correct? 

18 "A. It's a --

19 included in those binders I told you about. 

20 

21 

22 

"Q. 

"A. 

"Q. 

23 that? 

24 

25 

"A. 

"Q. 

Okay. 

That's my main resource. 

And can you provide the grand jury with a copy of 

Of both binders? 

Yes. 
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"A. I think . " 

1 

2 

3 

4 

(THE WITNESS:) "My lawyer will take it 

up with you afterwards. Okay." 

5 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

6 "Q. So the answer isn't yes or flO, but I'll get an 

7 answer later; is that correct, Cardinal." 

8 (THE WITNESS:) "Yes, that's correct." 

9 (BY MR. GALLAGHER:) 

10 "Q. Your spokesman, Cardinal, has indicated publicly, 

11 as recently as -- and that's Catherine Rossi -- as 

12 recently as I believe it's two months ago, and I can 

13 get it, that the Archdiocese is cooperating with this 

14 investigation; is that correct? 

15 

16 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

And do you also agree with her comment that the 

17 Archdiocese is cooperating with this investigation? 

18 "A. Yes. 

19 "Q. Cardinal, do you read the memos given to you by 

20 Monsignor Lynn concerning recommendations on cases of 

21 sexual abuse of minors by priests before you sign them? 

22 

23 

"A. 

"Q. 

Yes. 

And that's been your policy since he's had that 

24 position in 1993 and person that was before him? 

25 "A. I read all memos that I have to sign, yes. 
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Cardinal, do you agree with the way Monsignor Lynn 

3 has handled these cases, and if not, why have you not 

4 removed him as the Secretary for the Clergy? 

5 

6 

"A. 

"Q. 

I fully support what he has done and is doing. 

Specifically, we discussed it a little bit 

7 yesterday, but could you explain again for the grand 

8 jurors with the further definition. 

9 "What does Monsignor Cistone do as far as handling 

10 these cases? Is he a conduit for Monsignor Lynn, or can 

11 Monsignor Lynn come to you directly on these cases? 

12 "A. In the line of jurisdiction, Monsignor Cistone 

13 would be above Monsignor Lynn, and --but yes to your 

14 second question, that Monsignor Lynn can come to me 

15 directly. 

16 "Q. Okay. In the number of cases that have been 

17 handled over the last ten years since Monsignor Lynn's 

18 been involved, and I believe Mon 

19 held that position of Vicar General during that same 

20 course of time, does Monsignor Cistone see every case or 

21 does -- what's the majority or what's the breakdown 

22 percentagewise, if you can give us that, between those 

23 cases directly being brought to your attention by 

24 Monsignor Lynn vis-a-vis those cases brought to your 

25 attenlion through Monsignor Cistone? 
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If it's in the memorandum form, it will pass 

through the office of Monsignor Cistone. That doesn't 

4 necessarily mean he reads them, but it goes through his 

5 office. 

6 "But Monsignor Lynn at times has brought these 

7 cases to me verbally, so he will call me up or wants to 

8 see me in my office. 

33 

9 "Q. Cardinal, another question from the grand jurors 

10 is that we received, the District Attorney's office 

11 received seven or eight boxes of files, including a 

12 hundred and twenty files, and you and the Archdiocese had 

13 reported that there was a number of thirty-five cases of 

14 credible allegations of sexual abuse of minors by priests 

15 in the last fifty years, since 1950, actually fifty-two 

16 years. 

17 "Do you know if the balance of those and the 

18 difference between those numbers are mostl 

19 or frivolous cases? 

20 "A. I wouldn't identify all of them as frivolous, I 

21 mean, under that category, but I indicated before that 

22 there could be some cases that are anonymous and there's 

23 no way following through on them. 

24 "It isn't that an anonymous allegation would be 

25 disregarded completely, but sometimes they give no 
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2 information whatsoever, and there could be other reasons 

3 that I can't think of at the present time that would 

4 distinguish those cases from the thirty-five and why they 

5 are not merely considered serious allegations. 

6 "Q. SO at this point, without knowing the list of a 

7 hundred and twenty cases, you don't know which of those 

8 and the difference would be eighty-five cases. 

9 "You don't know which of those cases are frivolous 

10 or what category they fall into at this pOint; is that 

11 correct, Cardinal? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

"A. That is correct, except they'd fall in the 

category of not being credible allegations. There could 

be other reasons. I don't know. 

"Q. They could be either frivolous and not credible, 

16 or could there be. any credible ones in those eighty-five 

17 cases? 

18 "A. I don't know of a 

19 what I'm just using categories that distinguish them 

20 from the thirty-five. 

21 "Q. Okay. Could you please direct someone, maybe 

22 Monsignor Lynn or someone in the Archdiocese, to inform 

23 the grand jury of the names of the thirty-five cases that 

24 you consider to be credible. 

25 "A. Okay. We'd be able to provide that information. 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

1 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Q. 
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Cardinal, thank you." 

MR. GALLAGHER: And that concluded the 

testimony on June 27, 2003. 
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I hereby certify that the proceedings and 

evidence are contained fully and accurately in 

the notes taken by me on the trial of the above 

cause, and that this copy is a correct transcript 

of the same. 

The foregoing record of the proceedings upon 

the trial of the above cause is hereby approved 

Judge 
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2 MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. You want to get 

J started. 

4 Today's date is December 4. The time 

5 is 1:59 P.M. This is the matter of C-1. 

6 The Commonwealth has just called a 

7 witness. 

8 

9 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA, 

10 having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

11 as follows: 

12 

13 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

14 Q. Cardinal, for the record, could you please state 

15 your name? 

16 A. My name is Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua. 

17 Q. And, Cardinal, prior to coming here to testify in 

18 

19 by the Honorable Judge Bright? 

20 (The witness conferred with his 

21 attorney. ) 

22 THE WITNESS: We appeared before Judge 

23 Bright. 

24 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

25 Q. Okay. And when you appeared before Judge Bright, 
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2 did she explain your rights and responsibilities as a 

3 witness testifying in front of a grand jury? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And did you also complete a written form which 

6 explains to you those rights and responsibilities? 

A. Yes. 

3 

7 

8 Q. And one of the rights and responsibilities that was 

9 explained to you was the fact that you are entitled to 

10 have an attorney present with you; is that correct? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And you in fact do have an attorney? 

Yes. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Counsel, for the 

record, could you please state your name. 

MR. HODGSON: Yes. My name is Clark 

Hodgson. I practice of with the law firm of 

Now, Cardinal, did you understand the rights that 

22 Judge Bright explained to you orally, and did you also 

23 understand the rights that were written on the form that 

24 you completed? 

25 A. I did. 
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2 Q. Okay. Cardinal, you testified previously in front 

3 of the grand jury that concluded a couple months ago; is 

4 that correct? 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And I think that you testified approximately five 

7 times during the course of that grand jury proceedingi is 

8 that right? 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

I think so. 

And when you last testified, we were in the process 

11 of discussing with you the case of Reverend Robert L. 

12 

13 

14 

Brennan. Do you recall that? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And just so you're clear on the record, Cardinal, 

15 this grand jury has been read the testimony that was 

16 offered during your last appearances in front of the 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

previous grand jury. Okay? 

Q. Now -- I'm sorry. 

MS. McCARTNEY: And for the record, we 

have how many jurors present? 

MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. Which 

constitutes a quorum. Thank you. 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

3 Q. NOw, Cardinal, as I indicated previously when you 

4 last testified here, and I believe it was in September, we 

5 were discussing the case of Reverend Robert L. Brennan; 

6 and in the course of discussing Robert Brennan's case, we 

7 had given to you the Archdiocese of Philadelphia Priest 

8 Data Profile. 

9 I'm going to give you a copy so that you can have 

10 it in front of you today. 

MS. McCARTNEY: And for the record, 11 

12 that was marked previously as grand jury exhibit 

13 four eighty-five. 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. And, Cardinal, just for the record additionally, in 

16 the discussions with your attorney in our office with 

17 regard to scheduling your appearance before this grand 

.. 18jou-r;Yr -in-neFn- @ff@rt- t6=e*pedit."'e -a-nd--g+v=e -yera some Ilotice, 

19 we told you the cases that we would be primarily focused 

20 on discussing with you over the course of today and 

21 tomorrow; is that correct? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

MR. GALLAGHER: Cardinal, could you 

speak up a little louder. Some of the people in 



, • 1 ." 

1 

2 

3 

4 

ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

the back can't hear you. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

MR. GALLAGHER: Thank you. 

5 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

6 

6 Q. And, Cardinal, just so we're back on track where we 

7 ended last time in September, in discussing the case of 

8 Father Brennan, we had gone through the documents which 

9 had established the following: That Father Brennan, while 

10 he was assigned as a pastor at Saint Ignatius in Yardley, 

11 that complaints had come into the Chancellery office from 

12 both the assistant pastor at that location, as well as the 

13 cook and the cleaning lady, with regard to conduct that 

14 they saw Father Brennan engaging in that was concerning to 

15 them, and there was also a complaint brought by a teenage 

16 boy, I believe an eighth grader, by the name 0 Lv~ 

17 that talked about activity that Father Brennan was 

ula 

19 

euqag"t'ng---in -wrtft==ffim- utlia't maOe- hlm--uncornfortable.-

Based upon the reports that came in, there were 

20 interviews conducted of those individuals, and Father 

21 Brennan was sent to Saint John Vianney for an evaluation. 

22 Do you recall testifying and the documents that 

23 established that? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. 
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ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

Yes. 

We then established that after his evaluation at 

4 Saint John Vianney and a second evaluation conducted by 

5 Dr. Fitzgibbons, Father Brennan was assigned first as a 

6 resident priest and then as the parochial -- he was a 

7 resident priest at Saint Eleanor's in Collegeville and 

7 

8 then was given an assignment as a parochial administrator 

9 at Saint Mary's, and then became pastor at Saint Mary's; 

10 is that right? 

Yes. It so states. 11 

12 

A. 

Q. And the document that I showed you, grand jury four 

13 eighty-five, establishes that Father Brennan was the 

14 pastor of Saint Mary's from June of 1990 to September of 

15 1992j is that correct? 

16 A. So it states. 

17 Q. And we established when you testified previously 

there were a 

19 number of complaints that were brought to the attention of 

20 archdiocesan officials, specifically that Father Brennan 

21 had taken some high school students from Saint Pius ?ut of 

22 class against the regulations of the school, that there 

23 were two individual priests at Saint Pius that were 

24 concerned about what they observed with regard to Father 

25 Brennan and in particular, that activity, there was also a 
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17 

18 
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19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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group of five eighth grade students that had gone to the 

principal of the school there, Karen Coldwell, and made 

complaints about Father Brennan's behavior toward them 

that made them uncomfortable. 

8 

There was also a report that came into the 

Montgomery County Children and Youth with regard to one of 

those students, a boy by the name 

who alleged that Father Brennan had touched him in ways 

that made him uncomfortable. 

There was an investigation conducted, and that 

report by the Montgomery County Children and Youth was 

deemed to be unfounded. 

Do you recall that testimony? 

A. I recall it. 

Q. Okay. And we also established through the course 

of the documents that there was no action at that time 

_ ti:l k_~JlL re[!l ectia 1 _actLo,R -ta-K e-fFr ofFt-h e pa'ttcrf: "t-h-e -

Archdiocese of Philadelphia with regard to any of those 

complaints at Saint Mary's at that time; is that correct? 

A. It depended on the reports. Yes. 

Q. But based upon the information, information that 

the ,Archdiocese had, nothing was done with regard to 

Father Brennan as a result of either the complaint that 

came in at Saint Pius or the five eighth grade students 
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2 that had come forward to the principal or the one student 

3 going to Children and Youthi is that correct? 

4 A. (No response.) 

5 Q. Father Brennan remained as pastor at Saint Mary's, 

6 and there was no evaluation ordered or requested on the 

7 part of the Archdiocese? 

8 A. He remained there. Yes. 

9 Q. Correct. Okay. 

10 And then I believe that at the end of our last 

11 session, we were talking about the fact that subsequent to 

12 those events taking place, that there was another 

13 complaint that came to the Archdiocese' attention, brought 

A' 14 by a boy by the name of who alleged 
, 'c, _.- ,. • '" . _ .. ," II! -, 

~ 
. - . 

~ . ~ ~ 

15 that Father Brennan had touched him inappropriately on his 

16 butt and that he had hugged him in ways that made him feel 

17 uncomfortable, and I believe that that's where we 

19 Is that accurate with regard to your recollection 

20 what we talked about? 

21 A. As far as my recollection. Yes. 

22 Q. Okay. And there ~as some -- at that point in time, 

23 Monsignor Molloy and Monsignor Lynn were made aware of 

24 those incidents, and just again for the record, Monsignor 

25 Molloy was the Assistant Vicar at that time, correct? 
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2 We're talking about 1992 at this time. 

3 A. Correct. 

4 Q. And Monsignor Lynn was Secretary of the Clergy at 

5 that time; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 6 

7 Q. And it was their responsibility to investigate 

8 allegations that involved priests' misconduct with minors; 

9 is that correct? 

10 A. Correct. 

11 Q. Okay. And they made you aware of the incidents 

12 that had occurred at Saint Mary's and the concerns that 

13 had been brought to their attention; is that correct? 

14 A. I have a vague recollection of that, but I can't 

15 recall that. 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

I presume that they did. 

I ~mngo:i ngnro show you adtrcumenr, ~ LartlfnctT~ntnaE· 

19 has previously been marked as grand jury exhibit five 

20 thirteen. 

21 NOW, Cardinal, I've just shown you the document 

22 that's been marked as grand jury exhibit five thirteen, 

23 and this is from the Office of the Vicar for 

24 Administration to you, Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua, 

25 authored by Monsignor James E. Molloy. The date of that 
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2 document is July 17/ 1992/ and it regards Reverend Robert 

3 L. Brennan. 

4 Is that correct? 

5 A. So it states there. 

6 Q. Okay. And have you had the opportunity to review 

7 that document, Cardinal? 

8 A. I don't 

9 (The witness conferred with his 

10 attorney.) 

11 THE WITNESS: Not recently I haven't. 

12 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

13 Q. Well, let me ask it to you two ways, if I may. 

14 You would agree that this document was directed to 

15 your attention back in 1992/ so based upon that we can 

16 assume that you read it at that time; correct? 

17 A. Yes. That can be assumed. 

19 A. But I don't recall reading it. 

20 Q. Okay. 

A. You know/ I'm. 

22 Q. And again, Cardinal, since our office gave you the 

23 opportunity to have advance notices of the cases that we 

24 would be questioning you about, you obviously, these 

25 documents were provided by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
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2 to our office; is that right? 

3 A. But I looked at very few of them. We didn't have 

4 that much time to go through all the documents. 

5 Q. Okay. Well, let's go through what's contained in 

6 this document. 

7 Basically, for summary purposes, this is a document 

8 which lays out the history of Father Brennan, and it's 

9 authored again by Monsignor Molloy, and he writes out to 

10 you in some detail the allegations that had come to the 

11 Archdiocese' attention starting back in November of 1988 

12 when Father Brennan was assigned as pastor of Saint 

13 Ignatius. 

14 It talks about the fact that he was evaluated. It 

15 talks about the fact that there were some incidents that 

16 had occurred at Saint Mary's Parish, and it talks about 

17 the fact that the recent allegation with regard to the 

.. ···18 

19 touching him inappropriately on his butt and that Father 

20 Brennan had pushed him on his lap, and it also indicates 

~J 
21 in this document that that boy, had 

22 indicated that there are many similar incidents that had 

23 occurred with other boys. 

24 Is ~hat an accurate summary of this document, 

25 Cardinal? 
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2 A. I don't know. I didn't -- you know, I presume I 

3 read the document. I haven't gotten to the end yet, but 

4 I'm presuming what you're saying is true. 

5 Q. Okay. Do you want to take a moment to read it? 

6 A. May I scan it, at least? 

7 Q. Sure. 

8 (Pause.) 

9 (The witness conferred with his 

10 attorney. ) 

11 THE WITNESS: I've scanned this. These 

12 are all -- what I don't see, if I may ask a 

13 question --

14 MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. 

15 THE WITNESS: is I don't see the 

16 names of the complainants in here . 

17 Are they . . did I miss that in 

19 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

20 Q. I would agree with you, Cardinal, that the names of 

21 the complainants are not in there, but it does talk 

22 about 

23 A. It talks about opinions, yes. 

24 Q. In summary fashion; is that correct? 

25 A. Yes. 
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2 Q. And it talks about the fact that and the reas on 

3 that the names aren't in there, is that of significance to 

4 you? 

5 A. No. 

6 Q. I mean 

7 A. I thought you had mentioned some names. 

8 Q. Well, I did mention names l and I think that we 

9 established the last timel and if I'm incorrect about 

10 that, please correct me, but this was a summary of the 

11 events that had occurred in Father Brennan's case up to 

12 this point; is that right? 

13 A. Okay. Yes. 

14 Q. And there were other documents that we showed you 

15 last time which established that you were kind of kept 

16 abreast of the events as they proceeded through; is that 

17 right? 

18 . Yes. 

19 Q. Okay. So in July of 1992, this document summarizes 

20 the history of Father Brennan, and it is just a summary of 

21 that; is that right? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And I want you to' draw your attention specifically 

24 to paragraph two of this document, and I just want you to 

25 tell me whether I'm reading this incorrectlYI and this 
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2 paragraph two deals with the five male students from Saint 

3 Mary's Parish, all seventh graders, who had told their 

4 principal about their concerns with regard to Father 

5 Brennan. 

6 And it says: "One student reported an occasion on 

7 which Father Brennan allegedly had grasped the student's 

8 hands and pulled or pushed or pulled them down towards his 

9 genitals. Another student reported that he had fainted 

10 one day at church and that Father Brennan was helping to 

11 revive him by rubbing his leg," quote, "up high on the 

12 thigh." 

13 That's contained in paragraph two of that document, 

14 correct? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And at the end of this document it talks about the 

17 fact that Father Lynn had contacted Dr. Karney and Dr. 

IBn 

19 accumulating series of incidents, that there was a 

20 recognized pattern of behavior which is cause for concern; 

21 is that correct? 

22 A. Where are you? 

23 Q. I'm talking subsection C? 

24 A. Okay. Yes, I see that. 

25 Q. "Consul tat ions ," and they make some recommendations 
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2 to you in this document, and one of those recommendations 

3 is that appropriate reevaluation be initiated promptly, to 

4 be performed at The Anodos Center on an outpatient basis 

5 and that further recommendations be provided to your 

6 attention in light of the results of that. 

7 (The witness conferred with his 

8 attorney.) 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 Q. The last page. I'm sorry. Are you with me? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. And you comment, and you read this document, and 

13 you note after reading it that he and we're referring 

14 to Father Brennan there -- should be removed immediately 

15 from the parish even prior to psychiatric evaluation --

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. -- is that correct? 

19 Q. Okay. And then that document is given to you or 

20 authored on July 17 of 1992, and you respond back on July 

21 22. That's the date that you signed that. 

22 Now, on July 30, Cardinal, there had been an 

23 evaluation that had been conducted on Father Brennan, and 

24 the results of that evaluation were shared with you, the 

25 diagnostic impressions were shared with you, as well as 
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2 the need, based upon the evaluation for Father Brennan, to 

3 have inpatient hospitalization, and do you recall getting 

4 that information with regard to Father Brennan? 

5 A. No. 

6 Q. Okay. 1'11 show you what has been marked as grand 

7 jury five seventeen. 

8 (Pause.) 

9 (The witness conferred with his 

10 attorney.) 

11 THE WITNESS: I have completed reading 

12 this. 

13 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

14 Q. Okay. And I also handed you another document, 

15 Cardinal. That's grand jury exhibit five nineteen, and 

16 that's the diagnostic impressions from The Anodos Center. 

17 Do you see that document? 

19 Q. Okay. And in the document five seventeen, that you 

20 indicated that you completed reviewing, this is again 

21 directed to your attention from Reverend William J. Lynn, 

22 and the date of it is July 30, and it's regarding Father 

23 Brennan; and in that document, Father Lynn says that he's 

24 attached the diagnostic impressions and recommendations 

25 which resulted from the assessment of Father Brennan, 
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correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And there is a section in there which deals with 

the fact that Father Brennan needs to be in inpatient 

treatment at Saint John Vianney Hospital as soon as 

possible and that until that hospitalization is possible, 

he is to reside at Immaculate Conception; is that correct? 

A. That's what it says. 

Q. And also that there be a request on the part of 

Father Brennan to resign his pastorship at Saint Mary's 

and that any consideration for future ministry from the 

Archdiocese be based on results of the inpatient treatment 

at Saint John VianneYi is that accurate? 

A. So it states. 

Q. And you approved all those recommendations, and 

that's indicated through your signature at the bottom of 

thedacunren·t ,H·tlaHretl7T3TI9'2 ~ .. lstllaTcorrectT 

A. That is correct. 

Q. NOW, with regard to the diagnostic impressions from 

The Anodos Center, Cardinal, if you flip to page two of 

five nineteen under, axis one, there are three different 

diagnoses. 

One is adjustment disorder. 

A. Page two? 
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2 Q. Page two, the second -- no, the second page of the 

3 actual packet of information. 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

Oh. 

The first is an adjustment disorder with mixed 

6 emotional features secondary to stress of the allegations 

7 and current investigations. The second is rule out 

8 pedophilia, same sex. 

9 Do you know what that is, Cardinal? Are you 

10 familiar with what rule out pedophilia means? 

11 A. Yes. It means where children below the age of 

12 puberty of the same sex. 

13 Q. Do you know what it means that that was one of the 

14 diagnostic impressions that were listed down by The Anodos 

15 Center, what that means with regard to information? 

16 A. Not fully. I'm not conversant with that. I 

17 presume it meant that he's not a pedophile. 

· ... ···18 Q. 

19 diagnosis, same sex, would be that there are indications 

20 that that would indicate pedophilia but that there was 

21 insufficient information to come to that conclusion. 

22 Were you familiar with that? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Did you do anything to understand these diagnoses 

25 that were provided by The Anodos Center? 
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I did not do that personally. 

Did you ask anybody on your staff to provide you 

4 with further information with regard to what that 

5 diagnosis meant? 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

No, not that I recall. 

And then subsequent to Father Brennan going into 

20 

8 The Anodos Center, there is a letter that is received by 

9 one of the doctors that had initially conducted an 

10 evaluation of Father Brennan, Richard Fitzgibbons, and 

11 that letter was written to Monsignor Edward P. Cullen; and 

12 at some point in time, you were given information with 

13 regard to that. 

14 Do you recall that letter? 

A. I do not recall it. 15 

16 Q. Okay. Let me give you a copy of five twenty-one, 

17 and just so we're clear on the record, Cardinal, when you 

n your 

19 testimony that Dr. Fitzgibbons was in your opinion a very 

20 competent therapist and psychiatrist; is that right? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

I would so hold that, yes. 

Could you just take a moment -- are you familiar 

23 with that document which I've just handed you, grand jury 

24 five twenty-one? 

25 A. I don't recall it. 
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2 Q. Okay. Well, you can take a moment and review it. 

3 BY MR. SPADE: 

4 Q. Did you take the opportunity in the last week or 

5 two, after we told you which documents we'd be showing 

6 you, to review this document or any of these documents, 

7 Cardinal? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Okay. 

MR. HODGSON: Could we have a recess. 

(The conference transpired out of the 

presence of the grand jury.) 

MS. McCARTNEY: And just for the 

record, counsel and the district attorneys stepped 

15 outsid~ to have a consultation, and we are now 

16 back. 

17 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

. ·18 ···<T.~~=~·C'a'td'inalihav~ youhaiithe··opportun~ry when ·we w·ere· 

19 out of the room to review grand jury exhibit five 

20 twenty-one? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

I have. 

And this, as I said, was a letter written on 

23 August 20, 1992, and it's to Monsignor Edward P. Cullen, 

24 your Vicar General; is that right? 

25 A. Yes. 
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1 
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Okay. And it is a letter which is written by 

3 Richard P. Fitzgibbons/ M.D./ correct? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And it's a letter which deals with Father Robert 

22 

6 Brennan, and in that letter it says that Dr. Fitzgibbons 

7 was recently contacted by the evaluation team at Villa 

8 Saint John's in regard to the evaluation that he had 

9 conducted of Father Brennan last year; is that right? 

Yes. 10 

11 

A. 

Q. Okay. And I just want to read certain portions of 

12 this letter. 

13 'Paragraph two: "I wanted you to know that my 

14 evaluation of Father Brennan last year was seriously 

15 impaired by the refusal of the assistant associate pastor 

16 in Yardley to speak to me about Father Brennan's behavior 

17 with the youngsters. I only had scanty historical 

==== .. = .. = ... ~. =tit···infoTmat'iDn·n~GV'11~ted fOr me'15yur;16nsTgnor SfiOemaKerarid ..... 

19 Monsignor Jagodzinski. At the same time Father Brennan 

20 totally denied these accusations which, as far as I knew, 

21 were limited solely to having children sit on his lap." 

22 Is that accurate? Did I read that accurately? 

23" A. Yes. 

24 Q. And the last paragraph of this document indicates: 

25 "In view of the recent allegations, my clinical opinion is 
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2 that Father Brennan has very serious problems which might 

3 predispose this Archdiocese to major scandal and, 

4 possibly, litigation in the future. I believe that had I 

5 had the opportunity to speak to the parents of the 

6 children from Yardley or with the associate pastor, that 

7 the conclusions that I reached in 1991 would have been 

8 very different." 

9 Did I read that accurately? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Once that document becomes known to the 

12 Archdiocese, what do you do, Cardinal, to contact Dr. 

13 Fitzgibbons to find out how his evaluation would have been 

14 different, whether it was recommended that he conduct an 

15 additional evaluation, whether it was thought to be 

16 important to have the team at Saint John Vianney speak to 

17 the assistant pastor at Saint Ignatius or to the alleged 

19 What was done when this document was received by 

20 the Archdiocese? 

A. It was directed to then Monsignor Cullen. I do not 

know what was done. I have no recollection. 

21 

22 

23 Q. At some point in time, Cardinal, you were given 

24 that document, though, correct? 

25 A. I have no recollection of it. 
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2 Q. Do you know what Monsignor Cullen did when he 

3 received that document? 

4 A. I do not recall. 

5 Q. Well, I'm going to show you a document that's 

6 previously been marked as grand jury five thirty-two. 

7 (Pause.) 

8 Have you had the opportunity to review that 

9 document, Cardinal? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. That's a document which is directed to your 

12 attention from Monsignor Molloy, dated November 29, 1993; 

13 is that correct? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. And in that document, Monsignor Molloy gives you 

16 documents which relate to Father Brennan; is that right? 

17 A. Yes. Correct. 

19 given to you was the letter from Dr. Fitzgibbons; is that 

20 right? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. And so let me ask you again. 

23 Do you recall whether or not, when you received 

24 that letter, which shows that at some point in time you 

25 did in fact get a copy of the letter, if not, were 
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2 verbally told about the contents of it -- what did you do 

3 when you saw that letter? 

4 A. As I said, I don't recall receiving it. I presume 

5 from this memo that I did receive it, but I still don't 

6 recall it. 

7 Q. Do you think there should have been some action 

8 taken with regard to having received that letter and the 

9 concerns that were raised by Dr. Fitzgibbons with regard 

10 to his inability to conduct a full evaluation of Father 

11 Brennan and given the reluctance of certain individuals to 

12 talk to him? 

13 A. I think that would -- I would have relied on 

14 Monsignor Cullen to decide what to do. 

15 May I talk to my attorney, please. 

16 Q. Sure. 

17 (The witness conferred with his 

19 THE WITNESS: May I relate something 

20 from the record. 

21 MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. 

22 THE WITNESS: That this letter is 

23 August 20, 1992. The memo that was given to me, 

24 the memo citing the documents that were given to 

25 me, among which is this letter, is November 29, 
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2 1993. 

3 According to the record here, he must 

4 have been in Saint John Vianney Hospital at the 

5 time, because this states that he was on health 

6 leave. 

7 MS. McCARTNEY: Until December of 1993. 

8 I understand that, Cardinal. 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 Q. My question to you, though, remains that that 

11 information came to the attention of the Archdiocese where 

12 there were serious concerns raised on the part of a doctor 

13 with regard to an evaluation that he had done on Father 

14 Brennan previously. 

15 When that information, those concerns from that 

16 doctor were brought to the attention of the Archdiocese, 

17 was anything done to try to clear up that problem? 

19 Q. Okay. If nothing was done, if there's no 

20 documentation in the file provided by the Archdiocese with 

21 regard to Father Brennan, if there's no indication, if 

22 there's no indication --

23 (The witness conferred with his 

24 attorney.) 

25 
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2 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

3 Q. If there's no indication that anything was done to 

4 speak with Dr. Fitzgibbons or to have Dr. Fitzgibbons 

5 speak with the victims from Yardley, or Father Marine, who 

6 was the assistant pastor that's referred to in that 

7 letter, ultimately that would be your responsibility, 

8 though; is that correct, Cardinal? 

9 A. I think I have to say that ultimately everything is 

10 my responsibility. 

11 Q. Okay. 

12 A. But I do rely on my staff to carry out their 

13 responsibilities. 

14 Q. Now, Cardinal, after Father Brennan is in Saint 

15 John Vianney, there comes a discussion about what will be 

16 his next aSSignment, if any, within the Archdiocese of 

17 Philadelphia; is that correct? 

19 attorney.) 

20 THE WITNESS: Excuse me. 

21 MR. SPADE: We're going to show you the 

22 document, Cardinal. 

23 MS. McCARTNEY: Cardinal, for the 

24 record, I just handed you two documents, one that's 

25 marked as grand jury five twenty-eight and one 
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2 that's marked as grand jury five thirty-three. 

3 THE WITNESS: I have no numbers on 

4 this. 

5 MS. McCARTNEY: Five thirty-three. 

6 MR. SPADE: Five thirty-three would be 

7 a memorandum from Monsignor James Molloy to the 

8 Reverend William J. Lynn, dated December 6, 1993. 

9 MR. GALLAGHER: The other one is five 

10 twenty-eight. 

11 MS. McCARTNEY: Yes. 

12 MR. GALLAGHER: That's five 

13 twenty-eight. 

14 (Pause.) 

15 (The witness conferred with his 

16 attorney. ) 

17 (Pause.) 

s 

19 attorney. ) 

20 THE WITNESS: Yes, I finished. 

21 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

22 Q. Okay. Now, Cardinal, I've handed you two 

23 documents, grand jury five twenty-eight and grand jury 

24 five thirty-two, that was the one I handed you previously, 

25 and grand jury five thirty-three. 
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2 Grand jury five twenty-eight, that is a memo to you 

3 authored by Father Lynn. Date of that is November 23, 

4 1993; is that right? 

5 A _ Yes. 

6 Q. And it talks about the fact that Father Brennan was 

7 discharged from Saint John Vianney on June 14, 1993; is 

8 that right? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And it talks about what Father Lynn recommends for 

11 Father Brennan at this point in time; is that correct? 

12 And his recommendation is that Father Brennan be 

13 assigned as associate pastor at the Resurrection of Our 

14 Lord Parish, correct? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And ultimately you approved that recommendation, 

17 but you were given a copy of this memo and you were also 

19 five thirty-two, amongst them, the letter from Dr. 

20 Fitzgibbons, and that's the documents that are listed out 

21 on grand jury five thirty-two, correct? 

22 A. Is this the one, five thirty-two? 

23 Q. Five thirty-two, yes. I'm sorry. That's five 

24 thirty-two. 

25 A. I have the assessment and the letter to Dr. 
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2 Fitzgibbons. I don't see the other two, the first two. 

3 Q. But this is a listing of documents that were 

4 provided to you 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. -- based upon this memo; is that right? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And this memo was to you again from Monsignor 

9 Molloy. The date of that is November 23. 

10 Is that right? 

11 A. This memo here? 

12 Q. November 29. I apologize. 

13 Is that right? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. And it says that these documents listed below are 

16 for your review in anticipation of discussion to be held 

17 at the issues meeting scheduled for 1st of December 1993; 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Okay. NOW, Cardinal, before Father Brennan was 

21 assigned to Resurrection, you not only got these 

22 documents, but you actually -- this was actually part of 

23 an issues meeting that you had; is that right? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. And present at the issues meeting would have been 
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2 yourself and who else? 

3 A. At that time, probably just -- I don't recall, but 

4 only be Monsignor Cullen. 

5 Q. Okay. And Monsignor Cullen was your Vicar General, 

6 Vicar for Admin~stration; is that right? 

7 A. Correct. 

8 Q. And you and he would have sat down and discussed 

9 the case of Father Brennan from start to finish and any 

10 issues that either one of you would have had? 

11 A. Well, I don't know start to finish, but whatever 

12 was relevant for that meeting. I don't recall the meeting 

13 obviously. 

14 Q. Well, certainly relevant to that meeting would have 

15 been whether or not it was appropriate to put Father 

16 Brennan in a situation where he could possibly harm 

17 children, right? 

19 Q". Okay. And so part of the discussion that you would 

20 have had with Monsignor Cullen at that time would have 

21 been or he would -- was he Bishop Cullen at this point? 

22 A. I don't know. 

23 Q. I don't remember. Monsignor I believe still. 

24 So it would have been what was Father Brennan's 

25 past, what was his future, what were the risks involved; 



.. • 
32 

1 ANTHONY JOSEPH CARDINAL BEVILACQUA 

2 is that right? 

3 A. I don't recall what we discussed. 

4 Q. Well, as a general practice, Cardinal, it would 

5 have been something that you would have discussed? 

6 A. What is the appropriate place for him in view of 

7 the report from Saint John Vianney Hospital. 

8 Q. Now, do you recall whether or not part of your 

9 discussion that you had with Monsignor Cullen at that time 

10 was the contents of this letter from --

11 A. I don't recall anything of the meeting. 

12 Q. But you would agree with me, Cardinal, that 

13 Monsignor Cullen r being in the trusted position that he 

14 was, kept you informed of things that were going on with 

15 regard to the priests in the Archdiocese if they were 

16 significant things; is that right? 

17 A. Well, they have to be very significant. As a 

19 Q. As a general rule, your policy for operating the 

20 Archdiocese -- and this was a policy that was passed on 

21 either verbally or inferentially through your 

22 subordinates was don't surprise me, correct? 

23 A. Yes. Generally. 

24 Q. Yes. And given the fact that this letter authored 

25 by Dr. Fitzgibbons indicated in the last paragraph that 
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2 Father Brennan has very serious problems which might 

3 predispose this Archdiocese to major scandal and possibly 

4 litigation in the future, that would have been something 

5 that we can be confident about was brought to your 

6 attention by Monsignor Cullen, correct? 

7 A. The memo was sent to me. Whether it was discussed 

8 I cannot recall. 

9 Q. And after the discussions that you had, there was 

10 actually an issues meeting that was held on December 1, 

11 and there's an excerpt of it, and it's on the second page 

12 of grand jury exhibit five thirty-three. 

13 (The witness conferred with his 

14 attorney.) 

15 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

16 

17 

Q. And in that document, it's issues discussed on 

December I, 1993, and it says: "His Eminence approved the 

=~~=~.,.~~=,l""Bo.,L .. =~ ~,.~QmIJJ"'·~nda t i OJ) assJlbmitted~ by ~ Father ~L¥~~,~.J..t.d"hb<a~t"",~=.~===~. 

19 right? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And it also indicates that you provided related 

22 comments which were conveyed from Monsignor Molloy to 

23 Father Lynn for implementation; is that right? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

That's what it says. 

And those comments are contained on the first page 
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2 of that document; is that right? 

3 A. I don't know. But these are my observations 

4 here. I see other recommendations here, and it could be, 

5 but . 

6 Q. Cardinal, are you familiar with the fact that or 

7 can you answer the question as to whether or not this 

8 document contains the handwriting of Monsignor Molloy? 

9 A. I am . . I don't know what his handwriting is. 

10 I'll be honest with you. 

11 Q. Right. 

12 A. I mean, but it --

13 Q. I'm sorry. 

14 A. It's authentic. I mean, someone in an official 

15 position wrote this. 

16 Q. Okay. And this memorandum is to Reverend William 

17 J. Lynn, and it's from Reverend Monsignor James E. Molloy, 

19 A. Yes. So I presume he wrote this. 

20 Q. And the date is December 6, 1993, and it's: "Item: 

21 Excerpt from minutes of issues meeting of December 1, 

22 1993"; is that right? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. Okay. And it says: "Please proceed in accord with 

25 the attached excerpt"; and then handwritten on this 
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2 document, it says: "On 12/2/93 I telephoned Father Lynn 

3 from Ventnor to explain the following on this case," and 

4 the case would be referring to Father Brennan, right? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Okay. It says: "One, okay to assign Brennan to 

7 Resurrection Parish provided: A, he is kept as much as 

8 possible away from the youth; B, another priest at the 

9 parish is to be assigned to all youth activities; C, 

10 pastor is to be completely informed of Father Brennan's 

11 background and Father Brennan is to be informed that the 

12 pastor has been told of his background, Father Lynn should 

13 first get Father Brennan's permission to share this 

14 information with pastor; D, at the first sign of a 

15 suspicious incident, the pastor is to report his 

16 suspicions immediately to the clergy office; E, pastor 

17 must give Father Brennan close supervision; two, Father 

. ~, " --" - .~." ---- .--~. ····U30 

19 that word is underlined. "He is not even to put his hand 

20 on someone's shoulder as a sign of congratulations or 

21 anything; and three, if dioceses has to react to a public 

22 relations crisis in this case, can we say that Father 

23 Brennan has been sent away and can we have a statement 

24 that he is not a pedophile? Father Lynn is to get a 

25 reading on this from legal counsel," and it's signed: 
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"J.E. Molloy, 12/9/93." 

Did I read that accurately? 

A. Yes. 

36 

Q. And the comments and the things written down there 

in Father Molloy's handwriting, things that he indicated 

he conveyed to Father Lynn, they would have been paints 

that he wanted to convey to Father Lynn based upon the 

issues meeting and what was discussed in the issues 

meeting; is that right? 

A. I presume so. 

Q. SO those comments and those restrictions, for lack 

of a better word, would have been items that were 

discussed by yourself and Monsignor Cullen that you 

thought were appropriate as it related to Father Brennan, 

correct? 

17 A. 

===·· .. ~8w.Q. 

It could very well be. Yes. 

19 there was a concern on your part with regard to Father 

20 Brennan and the fact that he was not to put his hands on 

21 anybody; is that right? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Did you think that that was appropriate, if you had 

24 those kinds of concerns that you had, to in writing put 

25 down that he's not to put his hands on anybody? 
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Did you think it was appropriate to assign him to a 

parish with a school? 

A. The recommendation made by the clergy office was 

based on the psychological report. 

Q. But again, Cardinal, based upon the psychological 

report that was handed to you along with the other 

documents that were handed to you, you had some concerns 

that you wanted to express to Monsignor Lynn, correct? 

A. We expressed certain -- those do express certain 

concerns. 

Q. So you didn't just take this recommendation, assign 

him just let me finish my question, and I'll give you 

every opportunity to answers 

So you didn't just take the recommendation, assign 

him to Resurrection Parish and rubber stamp it. You had 

17 some concerns about Father Brennan, correct? And you 

1&- --WdnEed-th'Ose- ~nn-ceTnsad'dTessed-,-- corr~ct7---

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

They were cautions. Yes. 

And one of the cautions that you felt important 

21 enough to make and that you needed to actually verbalize 

22 and have it conveyed to somebody was that Father Brennan 

23 is to be told to keep his hands off everyone. He is not 

24 even to put his hand on someone's shoulder as a sign of 

25 congratulations? 
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A. That's what it says there. 

1 

2 

3 Q. And also there was a concern, obviously based upon 

4 this document, on your part that there could be a public 

5 relations crisis in this case. 

6 Where were those concerns coming from, Cardinal? 

7 Do you recall? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall. 

So based upon this, would it be fair to say -- and 

10 if it's not, please tell me. 

11 Would it be fair to say that you thought that it 

12 was very possible, given Father Brennan's past and what 

13 you knew about him, that there could continue to be 

14 problems with regard to him and his relation to children? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

I'm not going to come to that conclusion. 

Well, what conclusion do you want us to come to 

17 based upon the concerns that you've addressed and based 

...... 18 ...... up.o-Il=·t.he- ···£·a e t·· thatY'Oll ·thou·g-h 1:: .. Urat=-=rt":- 'Wa=s·· pus sTbt e ·tttae· 

19 the Diocese could have to react to a public relations 

20 crisis, that if there was any kind of suspicious incident, 

21 it was to be reported immediately, and that you wanted to 

22 get a read, you wanted to have a statement that Father 

23 Brennan had been sent away and that he's not a pedophile, 

24 and you wanted to have legal counsel evaluate that? 

25 What conclusion would you like us to draw based 
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2 upon those concerns that you had? 

3 

4 

A. The recommendations that were made came from the 

diagnosis that he was not a pedophile. The fact that 

39 

5 there were cautions doesn't mean that I can predetermine 

6 what might happen. 

7 BY MR. SPADE: 

8 Q. When you're saying that the recommendations came 

9 that he was not a pedophile, you're speaking of the 

10 Vianney recommendations; is that correct? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

And it's also true that we've shown you the 

13 document from Dr. Fitzgibbons that had recommendations or 

14 at least observations that conflicted with the Vianney 

15 report; is that correct? 

16 

17 

A. Yes. But I don't know whether Dr. Fitzgibbons was 

able to interview any of those people. I mean, his is 

m~lll~eGfttii:t i oned:ftedso:tdif he~ had~~ thls,~ tJrrthe "doesn't~come 

19 to a firm conclusion from any kind of interview. 

20 Q. Right. And you've 'testified also that you don't 

21 know, in fact, you don't have any recollection of your 

22 taking any steps when that letter came to your attention 

23 to make sure that Dr. Fitzgibbons had the opportunity to 

24 conduct those interviews, correct? 

25 A. That is correct. I don't recall any steps being 
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2 taken. 

3 Q. So certainly at the time that you approved the 

4 recommendation that Father Brennan be assigned to 

5 Resurrection, which had a K through eight school, you 

6 certainly had at the very least incomplete and conflicting 

7 evidence as to whether Father Brennan was sexually 

8 attracted to minors; is that correct? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I can't say that. 

Based on the report from Dr. Fitzgibbons? 

I cannot say that. 

And you've testified that Dr. Fitzgibbons in your 

13 opinion is a competent --

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Q. 

Yes. 

-- and good doctor; is that correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

So, Cardinal, and correct me if I'm wrong, that 

20 there were other assignments within the Archdiocese of 

21 Philadelphia that did not involve parish work, and there 

22 were also parish assignments within the Archdiocese of 

23 Philadelphia that weren't connected to schools, correct? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

I don't know at the time. 

In nineteen ninety --
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I can't say at that time that there were other 

3 assignments available. 
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4 Q. But nonetheless, given the information about Father 

5 Brennan that was known to the Archdiocese generally, you 

6 specifically, you approved the recommendation that he be 

7 assigned as a parochial assistant pastor, rather, a 

8 parochial vicar at Resurrection; is that right? 

9 A. I approved it at the recommendation of the clergy 

10 office. 

11 Q. And what did you do, Cardinal, to ensure that those 

12 concerns and those observations that you made were 

13 completed and followed through on? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

20 them. 

21 Q. 

I presume that they followed through on them. 

And what is that presumption based upon? 

That my staff is a very competent staff. 

And what are you basing the fact that they're a 

From my knowledge of them and my experience with 

Given the history of Father Brennan up to this 

22 point, Cardinal, the fact that you were informed that 

23 there. had been an incident that had occurred with regard 

24 to two priests in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia that 

25 were assigned to Saint Pius High School, that had come to 
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2 the Archdiocese with concerns about behavior that they saw 

3 Father Brennan engaging in, you knew based upon your 

4 review of the situation that no action was taken on the 

5 part of the Archdiocese at that point in time, and that 

6 was very shortly after Father Brennan had already been 

7 removed as pastor of one parish, sent for treatment, is 

8 assigned to another parish and basically begins to engage 

9 in the exact same kind of conduct, do you think it's 

10 competency not to recommend that anything be done at that 

11 point and were you concerned when you realized a couple 

12 years later that that activity had happened and that 

13 nothing was done? 

14 

15 

16 

please. 

THE WITNESS: May I talk to my lawyer 

MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. 

17 (The witness conferred with hi~ 

19 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

20 Q. If you don't understand my question, Cardinal, 

21 because I'll --

22 A. It was a very long question, and it has many, you 

23 know, factors in it, and if you could break it down, 

24 please. 

25 Q. Sure. You said that you presumed that the concerns 
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2 that you had, that were listed out in the memo, were going 

3 to be followed through on; is that right? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And you've made that presumption based upon the 

6 fact that you had confidence in your staff, correct? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And that they were competent, correct? 

Yes. 

And I asked you to think back over the history of 

11 Father Brennan; is that right? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And I asked you whether or not you ever questioned 

14 the competency of your staff when you realized that there 

15 had been concern about behavior that Father Brennan had 

16 engaged in, specifically the Saint Pius X incident, where 

17 your staff had done nothing to address that. 

-~~=~~~TtF _ .. - - --lYI d - t1Tatma-ke YUTI'=qu'es't'i E>'n- -t; heel r (H1lmpetence? 

19 A. No. I presume they knew more than I did about all 

20 of the circumstances. 

21 My staff was very concerned also about the safety 

22 of children. I mean, I have to rely on them, that they 

23 would -- they were just as concerned and anxious to 

24 protect children. 

25 
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2 BY MR. SPADE: 

3 Q. What policies and procedures did you put in place 

4 to make sure that your staff knew more about these cases 

5 than you did and followed up on situations where priests 

6 were potentially endangering the welfare of children? 

7 A. I'm not sure -- you said what policies for my 

8 staff? 

9 Q. Did you have any policies on procedures, 

10 safeguards, so to speak, to make certain that your staff 

11 was actually following up on these cases? 

12 A. If there was supervisory policies? No, I didn't 

13 have that. 

14 Q. In other words, you didn't assign anybody, anyone 

15 of your subordinates, to check up on Monsignor Molloy or 

16 Father Lynn or even Monsignor Cullen at that point? 

17 A. I didn't have anyone check up. The Vicar for 

,1B ' ... , 'Admini5trfrEiGn"vras'i'nan'ad-mln.tstrat±Ve~owlrne, 

19 responsible for that, but there was no set policy on that, 

20 evaluating them at times or checking on them. 

21 Q. And again, if one of your subordinates in this 

22 case, Monsignor Molloy or Father Lynn, did not follow up 

23 on this situation with Father Brennan and Father Brennan 

24 did endanger some children, the ultimate responsibility 

25 would have lain with you, correct? 
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A. I always have the ultimate responsibility. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Cardinal, not to belabor the pOint, but did you 

question the competence of your staff when you learned 

that not only had nothing been done when the Saint Pius X 

situation had come to their attention, but that nothing 

had been done when it was discovered that five students, 

five seventh grade students, had come to the principal of 

the school? 

A. I don't know what reasons they had. I did not 

question them. 

Q. But do you think that you should have questioned 

them and asked 

A. I don't recall the circumstances at the time. It's 

a long time ago. 

Q. But it's clear from the memo that with the concerns 

and ~···dIre·ctTves···tha·t···y(Ju·speTI· ()m~ ·tncfE ·YOh "don 'tjtis·t 

rubber stamp what your clergy office tells you, that if 

you think something important needs to be done or 

addressed more fully than it is in the memos, that you 

make sure that that information is conveyed, correct? 

A. I try. 

Q. Now, Father Brennan gets assigned to Resurrection 

Parish in five thirty-five. 
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MR. SPADE: Here you are, Cardinal. 
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3 (Pause.) 

4 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

5 Q. You've been handed grand jury five thirty-five. 

6 Have you reviewed that document, Cardinal, or do you need 

7 a moment to do so? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

I need a moment, please. 

Okay. 

MS. McCARTNEY: It's two fifty-six at 

this juncture. We said we were going to take a 

break at three o'clock. 

do that. 

Why don't we go ahead and 

That will give you a chance to review 

that document. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MS. McCARTNEY: We'll be back in ten 

MR. SPADE: Please be back at three 

ten. 

(A recess was held.) 

MS. McCARTNEY: Okay. We're back on 

record. The time is now three sixteen. Cardina 1 

Bevilacqua is back in the room. 
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BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Cardinal, when we left off, I had shown you a 
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document which had previously been marked as grand jury 

five thirty-five, and you took the time during the break 

to review that document; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And this is a memo which is written by Reverend 

Michael T. McCulken, and it's to the file, and it's dated 

June 11 of 1996, and it's a meeting with Reverend 

Monsignor Thomas J. Scanlon, and it's regarding Reverend 

Robert L. Brennan, Parochial Vicar, Resurrection of Our 

Lord Church, Philadelphia; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And Monsignor Scanlon was the pastor at 

Resurrection of Our Lord, is that correct, in 1996? 

A. Yes. 

~Q ~~. ~ .. And~thiB memodea ISm \Jithmthe ~~faG·t-·· ~~thatuMcOnsL9"R€H? 

Scanlon came to meet with Monsignor Reverend McCulken and 

Father Lynn with regard to some concerns that he had about 

Father Brennan; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the first paragraph of the memo says: 

"Monsignor Scanlon began by saying that he was aware that 

Father Brennan had had some difficulties in the past but 
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2 was not sure exactly what they were." 

Did I read at that correctly? 

Yes. 
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3 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. And it says that Father Lynn explained that Father 

6 Brennan was hospitalized because of boundary issues and 

7 that he continues in therapy, and he also apparently, 

8 Father Lynn, shared with Monsignor Scanlon at that time 

9 that Father Brennan was not diagnosed as a pedophile but 

10 he had had difficulties with inappropriate boundary 

11 issues; is that correct? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And it says that Monsignor Scanlon noted that 

14 Father Brennan had given evidence of those same 

15 difficulties several times in the church sacristy, and it 

16 

17 

..... 18 

also said: "Monsignor Scanlon continued by saying that 

examples also occurred in the rectory office." 

........ He H=L-alls . Mnns igaor . Lynn and£ath-er M-cCuLken . that. 

19 Father Brennan had taken a teenage boy parishioner to the 

20 movies and taken two eighth grade boys to lunch at a fast 

21 food restaurant. 

22 It says: "Monsignor Scanlon stated that the 

23 housekeeper, the social minister and a parishioner have 

24 come to him with reports. Monsignor Scanlon said that the 

25 rectory staff are aware of Father Brennan's background and 
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2 that there are rumors about that background. These people 

3 have stated that Father Brennan's contacts with young 

4 people appear strange. One person described Father 

5 Brennan's conversation in the rectory office with one boy 

6 as seductive. And as far as Monsignor Scanlon knows, 

7 Father Brennan has not had any youngsters upstairs in his 

8 room ... 

9 And Monsignor Scanlon goes on to tell Father Lynn 

10 that a sacristan had reported the behavior with regard to 

11 Father Brennan as wrestling, i.e., Father Brennan grabbing 

12 the boy from behind and pulling him to himself; and it 

13 says: "Monsignor Scanlon does not believe there is any 

14 parish wide concern, just among the rectory staff," and he 

15 goes on to say: "Monsignor Scanlon described the one boy 

16 as being very vulnerable and that Father Brennan seems to 

17 be focused on two boys particularly." 

~~~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~~~~~+&~-~-~~~=~=f}~;i;~a€€u£a1;cely Fe.aQw~ha~t~~fas~~ia-J;hat ~~memQF~par:t.s 

19 of that memo? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Parts of it, yes. 

Okay. Now, were you made aware of that 

22 information, Cardinal? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall it. 

Well, here we have Father Brennan, who has twice 

25 been removed from parishes, and he's placed into another 
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situation based upon your approval with certain conditions 

supposed to be met as a result of that assignment; and now 

he's at Resurrection, and the pastor there comes and tells 

your staff two things: One, that there's the same 

problems occurring at Resurrection and, two, that the 

pastor knew nothing about Father Brennan's past? 

Is that accurate? 

A. It's not that he knew nothing. 

Q. Well 

A. It says that he's aware of difficulties that he had 

in the past, was not sure exactly what they were. 

Q. Okay. That he had difficulties in the past but was 

not sure about what they were; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, based upon the information that you directed 

Monsignor Molloy to do with Father Lynn, which was to 

................. 18 ...... fnl~¥. ~Qnll,the.pastQr,. canwe.ass HIDe tha..t.was.nQt dQne?.u= 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

You have to ask Monsignor Lynn. 

Well, based upon your reading and interpretation of 

21 this memo, can we assume that Father Lynn did not convey 

22 to Monsignor Scanlon the extent of Father Brennan's 

23 problems? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

I don't know if I can say that. 

Okay. Well, I'm going to show you a document, and 
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maybe then we can . this is grand jury exhibit five 

3 thirty-seven. 

4 (Pause.) 

5 (The witness conferred with his 

6 attorney.) 

7 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. 

A. 

Did you have the opportunity to review that? 

Yes. 
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8 

9 

10 Q. Okay. This is a memo from the Office for Clergy, 

11 from the desk of Reverend Michael T. McCulken to the file, 

12 dated June 13, 1996, regarding a meeting, and it's 

13 regarding Reverend Robert L. Brennan, Parochial Vicar, 

14 Resurrection of Our Lord parish, Philadelphiai and in this 

15 memo, it talks about a meeting that was held between 

16 Father Brennan,· MonSignor Scanlon, Father Lynn and Father 

17 McCulken at the Office for Clergy; is that correct? 

19 

20 

Q. And in this memo, Cardinal, on page two of that 

memo, it says in the third paragraph: "Father Lynn shared 

21 that although his intention was to review with Monsignor 

22 Scanlon the issues that Father Brennan is dealing with, 

23 when Father Brennan was assigned, this was not 

24 accomplished. He also reported that Cardinal Bevilacqua 

25 wanted Father Brennan to know that he was never to touch 
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2 another child again." 

3 Is that what that third paragraph, that portion of 

4 it, reads? 

Yes. Yes. 5 

6 

A. 

Q. And in this memo it talks again it goes through 

7 some of the things that had come up with regard to 

8 Monsignor Scanlon's concerns about Father Brennan; is that 

9 right? 

A. Yes. 10 

11 Q. And it says in this memo that Father Brennan had in 

12 fact taken two boys to a Catholic shop for a Sunday 

13 missal; is that right? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

But he says he wasn't the one initiating those 

16 ventures; is that correct? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 .Q~ .. 

19 mean, that Father Brennan admitted that he had been out 

20 with young people; is that right? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And the last page of this document, it says: "At 

23 the conclusion of the meeting, Father Lynn noted that the 

24 reports shared today raised danger signals for Father 

25 Brennan which will help him to be more prudent in the 
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2 months ahead," correct? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. So Father Lynn is indicating that based upon what 

5 he's just learned about the activities occurring at 

6 Resurrection, that there's danger signals with regard to 

7 Father Brennan; is that accurate? 

8 A. Are you drawing a conclusion from that? 

9 I'm just seeing what it says here, "Father Lynn 

10 noted that the reports shared today raised danger signals 

11 for Father Brennan r " that he became aware of. 

12 Q. Do you think that the -- well, let me ask it to you 

13 this waYr Cardinal. 

14 Do you think that the information which is shared 

15 now by Monsignor Scanlon to Monsignor Lynn and that the 

16 information of his own observations and the observations 

17 of the other people on the rectory staff, do you think 

19 Brennan? 

20 A. I'm just going to say there are things that Father 

21 Brennan has to look atr that they -- that they are 

22 cautions for him. In other words r I 

23 Q. You wouldn't --

24 A. I don't know if Father Brennan realized that 

25 they were dangers. 
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2 Q. I'm asking you, though, I'm asking you based upon 

3 your knowledge of the case and based upon your knowledge 

4 of Father Brennan's past and his past behavior and his 

5 past treatment and his current behavior based upon this 

6 memo, would you say that there were danger signs raised 

7 with regard to Father Brennan? 

8 A. I have to say that I I have to abide by what 

9 Father Lynn said at the time from his hearing from 

10 Monsignor Scanlon. 

11 Q. I donrt really understand that answer, Cardinal, 

12 and I apologize, but --

13 A. In other words, to say that I would have 

14 interpreted it as danger, I think these were boundary 

15 issues. This is what's repeated constantly throughout the 

16 memo. They were dealing with boundary issues. 

17 Q. Let me ask you, if you could, to refer back to 

19 you read just before this. 

20 A. I have it here. 

21 Q. And the last page of that document or the last two 

22 pages actually are handwritten notes that are attached. 

23 A. Well --

24 Q. Do you see where I'm talking about? 

25 A. (No response.) 
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And presumably they're handwritten notes that were 

3 taken and then were put into the actual typewritten form. 

4 A. I just skimmed through them. They looked like the 

5 notes for the memo. 

6 

7 

Q. Exactly. If you look on page two of those 

handwritten notes, at the very top it says: ..-~, 

8 one boy, "M" equals crossing guard, "F" equals policeman. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Not totally masculine, vulnerable. Centering upon two 

kids. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

16 it. 

17 Q. 

Going out with them." 

Is that what that says? 

I presume that's what it says there. 

Is that what it says? "Going out with them"? 

If you interpret it differently, please --

No. No. We 11, I . no, I'll take your word for 

Okay. And that's also indicated in the typewritten 

18'1Ire1ITO,wnere~it~ says: ~ ... "*'M~ollstgnor Scanl~oIrdeserihed~~t.:he one 

19 boy as being very vulnerable and that Father Brennan seems 

20 to be focused on two boys particularly," correct? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. NOW, so is this the answer to my question I 

23 asked you originally, Cardinal, that you don't view these 

24 as danger signals with regard to Father Brennan? 

25 A. I said they're issues that he has to, you know/ 
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2 take up with, as he said, himself. They were boundary 

3 issues that he has to deal with. 

4 Q. Let me ask it to you this way. Maybe we can 

5 quantify it. 

6 How many children have to be put in the situations 

7 that the children that have come in contact with Father 

8 Brennan in the past, how many children have to be put in 

9 that situation before something is ultimately done with 

10 Father Brennan? 

11 A. I don't think that's a proper question to ask. 

12 Q. Okay. Let me ask you this question. 

13 Go back to the document, and I don't know whether I 

14 have the number of it, the document where you have 

15 approved Father Brennan's assignment to Resurrection 

16 Parish and you have directed Monsignor Molloy to give some 

17 certain directions to Father Lynn. 

180 
f , 

19 A. Yes, I do. 

20 Q. Yes. Now, Cardinal, again this was a discussed. 

21 You authorized Father Brennan's assignment to 

22 Resurrection, correct? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. In doing so, you knew that there was a school 

25 attached to that, correct? 
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2 A. Well, I presume so. 

3 Q. And in doing so, you were fully aware based upon 

4 the documents that we've shown you thus far, based upon 

5 your conversation at the issues meeting, of what Father 

6 Brennan's past had been, correct? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And based upon all of those things that you were 

9 aware of with Father Brennan, you wanted certain things to 

10 be done with regard to his assignment at Resurrection; is 

11 that right? And we've already gone through what they 

12 were. 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. Okay. And I just want to go through a couple of 

15 them. 

16 "He is to be kept as much as possible away from the 

17 youth." And there's nothing in the memo written in 1996 

~~ ... 

19 A. Well, it says: "As much as possible," every effort 

20 should be made. 

21 Q. Okay. Well, and every effort would be made by 

22 informing the people at the parish as to what ~hat 

23 restriction was, correct? 

24 A. No, I don't -- I can't say that that was required. 

25 
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2 BY MR. SPADE: 

3 Q. By people at the parish, Cardinal, we mean --

4 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

5 Q. I'm talking about the pastor and any other people 

6 that may be in charge in a supervisory way? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

No. His supervisory? 

Right. 

That would be mainly the pastor. 

Right. And the pastor -- go to "C." 

11 "Pastor is to be completely informed of Father 

12 Brennan's background and Father Brennan is to be informed 

13 that the pastor has been told of his background. Father 

14 Lynn should first get Father Brennan's permiSSion to share 

15 this information." 

16 That was something that"you wanted specifically 

17 done, correct? 

19 Q. And you said that you presumed that your staff was 

20 competent, correct? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And then we look at the document from 1996 where 

23 Father Brennan is zeroing in on two vulnerable boys 

24 and 

25 A. Wait. Wait. Wait. 
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2 Q. On one vulnerable boy, and zeroing in, based upon 

3 Monsignor Scanlon, on two boys in particular? 

4 A. Right. 

5 Q. And we know that Father Lynn never conveyed any of 

6 Father Brennan's background to him. 

7 Is there something about that question that's 

8 difficult? I'll break it down for you. 

9 We know that you indicated that you wanted the 

10 pastor to be completely informed of Father Brennan's 

11 background, correct? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. Okay. We know this is 1993, December of 1993, that 

14 those instructions are given out, correct? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. 1996 we have information from the pastor at 

17 Resurrection that Father Brennan is engaging in behavior 

s concern m l correc 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. And that behavior includes talking seductively to a 

21 boy, wrestling with boys, taking boys to the movies, is 

22 that right? And out to dinner, correct? That's all 

23 contained in the memo; is that right? 

24 A. To a dinner? Excuse me. 

25 Q. I don't want to mlsquote, so let me --
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2 BY MR. SPADE: 

3 

4 

Q. 

A. 

To a fast food restaurant. 

Oh, fast food. 

5 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 
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6 Q . Maybe we can argue whether or not it's good food, 

7 but it's out for food, okay, and that we can also -- and 

8 I'm sorry. It does say to lunch at a fast food 

9 restaurant. I apologize. 

10 And that also we know that Father Brennan, 

11 according to Monsignor Scanlon, seems to be focused on two 

12 boys particularly, correct? 

That's what he said. 13 

14 

A. 

Q. Okay. Is there a reason for us to disbelieve 

15 Monsignor Scanlon? 

I don't know how he's judging that. 16 

17 

A. 

Q. Okay. But we know from that memo and we know from 

18 the conversation with Monsignor gnor 

19 Lynn never ,did inform him about the background of Father 

20 Brennan, right? 

21 (The witness conferred with his 

22 attorney.) 

THE WITNESS: May I read that. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Sure. Five 

23 

24 

25 thirty-seven, third paragraph, page two. 
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2 MR. SPADE: Page two, Cardinal, third 

3 paragraph. 

4 THE WITNESS: Okay. I don't understand 

5 that. "Father Lynn shared that although his 

6 intention was to review with Monsignor Scanlon the 

7 issues that Father Brennan is dealing with." 

8 That is something I think that I'm not 

9 sure that I understand. What does it mean? The 

10 issues that he is dealing with at that time? 

11 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

12 Q. I mean, I don't think that that's a difficult 

13 question, but what do you think about this: "Father Lynn 

14 shared that although his intention was to review with 

15 Monsignor Scanlon the issues that Father Brennan is 

16 dealing with, when Father Brennan was assigned, this was 

17 not accomplished"? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. And we know that the issues that Father Brennan was 

20 dealing with when he was assigned was having acted 

21 inappropriately towards young boys in his two previous 

22 assignments; is that a fair read of that? 

23 A. I'd have to say I don't know what why Father 

24 Lynn stated that and why he did not. 

25 
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2 BY MR. SPADE: 

3 Q. Cardinal, we'll represent to you that from 

4 testimony that this grand jury has heard, that it's 

5 established on the record that Monsignor Scanlon was never 

6 informed by Father Lynn about any of the allegations 

7 against Father Brennan from Saint Ignatius Parish, from 

8 Saint Mary's Parish, about any of the allegations made, 

9 any of the numerous allegations made of inappropriate 

10 conduct towards minors on the part of Father Brennan. 

11 Will you accept that representation? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

I -- I mean, that's what you have stated. 

Okay. 

14 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

15 Q. So based upon that, Cardinal, we know that your 

16 directive with regard to the pastor being fully informed 

17 and that the pastor must give Father Brennan close 

18 supervision, those things were not done, correct? 

19 A. I have to say I don't know what -- why Father 

20 Lynn -- he ~ade the statement that he did not, that was 

21 not accomplished. I don't know why it was not 

22 accomplished. 

23 Q. Also, based upon the memo when the assignment 

24 was made that Father Brennan is to be told to keep his 

25 hands off everyone, he is not even to put his hands on 
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2 someone's shoulder as a sign of congratulations or 

3 anything, based upon the information coming out of 

4 Resurrection, we know that that was not accomplished; is 

5 that fair? 

6 A. Well, from believing what was alleged, he did 

7 wrestle and he did not keep his hands off. 

8 Q. Well, let me ask you then. I'm going to go back to 

9 a question I asked you earlier. 

10 Given that information, do you still have the same 

11 confidence in your staff? 

12 A. Yes .. 

13 Q. You do? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. You don't think that Father Lynn endangered 

16 children at Resurrection Parish by not accomplishing those 

17 directives that you had set out? 

18 A. I cannot reac on. 

19 Q. Do you think and, Cardinal, would it be fair to say 

20 that even though these were your instructions to your 

21 staff, to make sure that these things were done with 

22 regard to Father Brennan -- and ultimately you are 

23 responsible. You are the ultimate authority in the 

24 Philadelphia Archdiocese. You did nothing to make sure 

25 yourself that any of these things were actually carried 
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2 out, correct? 

3 A. I trusted my staff, and I had, you know, and enough 

4 experience with them that generally they carried out the 

5 directives they were supposed to carry out and fulfill 

6 their responsibilities. 

7 Q. Well, but you did nothing to ensure that that 

8 occurred, correct? 

9 A. My trust in them was the insurance. I trusted 

10 them. 

11 Q. So the answer is no, you did nothing except for 

12 trust them; is that right? 

13 A. Well, we have a system of accountability with my 

14 Vicar for Administration. 

15 Q. What is that system of accountability? 

16 A. That was up to him to set it up. I mean he -- I 

17 don't know how it works out, but they are accountable to 

n turn was accountable to me. 

19 Q. With regard to Father Brennan, even after these 

20 incidents occurred at Resurrection Parish, the same 

21 conduct that's been going on now since 1988 in Saint 

22 Ignatius, what did you do to address the situation at 

23 Resurrection? 

24 A. I left it in the hands of my Vicar for 

25 Administration and my Secretary for the Clergy. 
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2 BY MR. SPADE: 

3 Q. And what did they do, Cardinal? 

4 A. I can't remember. 

5 Q. To your knowledge, was Father Brennan ever removed 

6 as parochial vicar from Resurrection after this incident? 

7 Was he ever sent for treatment? 

8 A. I'm not aware. 

9 Q. Were any restrictions ever placed on him in terms 

10 of his conduct, his contact with children from this point 

11 forward? 

12 A. I'm not aware of that. 

13 Q. To this day is he still a parochial vicar at 

14 Resurrection Parish? 

15 A. I think he is. 

16 Q. And this is the same of person that has a rule out 

17 pedophilia diagnosis, which we've indicated means that 

19 tendency toward sexual attraction to minors; is that 

20 correct? 

21 A. No, I do not accept that. That's not my 

22 interpretation of that diagnosis, because in the memo here 

23 it says it was ruled out that he was a pedophile. 

24 Q. But, Cardinal, you testified yourself that you 

25 never took any steps and you never directed your staff to 
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2 take any steps to explain what that diagnosis meant, 

3 correct? 

4 

5 

A. Well, it seemed obvious that it meant that he was 

not a pedophile. That's my interpretation from reading 

6 it. 

7 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

8 Q. But you've indicated several times, Cardinal, that 

9 you're not a psychiatrist and that you certainly left 

10 certain things to the professionals; is that right? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

And if someone had a question as to what a 

13 diagnosis meant or the interpretation of a diagnosis, 

14 certainly the way to get that information would not be to 

15 rely upon it yourself but rather to go to the 

16 professionals that you had access to, correct? 

17 A. Right. But 

18 Q. And you indicated that you se 

19 things with regard to the rule out pedophilia dlagnosis l 

20 correct? 

21 A. I did not because I just accepted his face meaning, 

22 ruled out pedophilia. 

23 BY MR. SPADE: 

24 Q. Okay. You say that you accepted the face meaning, 

25 and we've shown you grand jury exhibit five twenty-one, 
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which is again a letter from Dr. Fitzgibbons to your Vicar 

for Administration, Monsignor Cullen; is that correct? 

A. I've seen this. 

Q. And you've testified that you believed that Dr. 

Fitzgibbons is a competent and good psychiatrist; is that 

correct? 

A. Yes, as far as I know. 

Q. And you testified that, according to your words, 

you took the face value of the rule out pedophilia 

diagnosis to mean that it meant that Father Brennan was 

not a pedophile and exhibited no tendencies towards 

pedophilia, correct? 

A. I just accepted what it is, and based on my staff 

with him, which said they ruled out pedophilia at Saint 

John Vianney. 

Q. Okay. I want to direct your attention to the last 

paragraph of five twenty-one 

to Monsignor Cullen: "In view of the recent allegations, 

my clinical opinion is that Father Brennan has very 

serious problems which might predispose this Archdiocese 

to major scandal and, possibly, litigation in the future." 

Did you accept Dr. Fitzgibbons words at their face 

value, Cardinal? 

A. I'm just reading this. I can't make any judgment 
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on that. 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. SO based upon the documents provided in Father 

Brennan's case, he was not sent for an evaluation, no 

action was taken on the part of the Archdiocese based upon 

the information that they received and ultimately you 

received from Monsignor Scanlon; is that correct? 

A. I don~t recall what further action was taken. 

Q. Okay. And the record reflects the fact based upon 

the priest data profile that Father Brennan is still the 

parochial vicar at Resurrection; is that right? 

MR. HODGSON: We don't have that. 

MS. McCARTNEY: That was the first 

document I showed you. It's four eighty-five. 

THE WITNESS: It's not listed here. 

MR. HODGSON: It's two pages? 

19 ninety-three. 

20 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. It says: "Primary Position." That's under 

"Current Assignments." 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Oh l excuse me. 

That's okay. 

Yes. 

Is that right? 

Excuse me. 
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Q. Now, Cardinal, I'm going to show you one further 

document with ~egard to Father Brennan. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Grand jury exhibit 

1112. 

(GJ-1112 was marked for 

identification. ) 

(Pause.) 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney. ) 

(Pause.) 

BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

Q. Have you reviewed that document, Cardinal? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. All right. Before we get to that, I do want to go 

back and just ask you a few follow-up questions with 

regard to the 1996 incidents at Resurrection Parish. 

You were e aware 0 se issues at Resurrec 

with regard to Father Brennan; is that right? 

A. I don't recall them. I really don't. 

Q. Well, let me ask you this. 

on 

Based upon the way you had set up the Archdiocese' 

hierarchy and the chain of command and given the 

seriousness of the situation that was being addressed by 

Monsignor Scanlon, would that have been something that 
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2 would have been brought to your attention, do you think? 

3 

4 

A. Not necessarily if it was an ongoing thing. I -- I 

can't say that. As a general rule, serious matters are 

5 brought to my attention. 

6 

7 

8 

Q. Okay. As a general rule. 

And would you -- and if I'm wrong, please, I want 

you to correct me. Would you agree that the incidents 

9 occurring with Father Brennan at Resurrection Parish were 

10 serious matters? 

11 A. They -- they raise boundary issues, as stated in 

12 the memo. 

13 Q. SO with regard to -- and they raise boundary 

14 issues, according to you, boundary issues with regard to 

15 children; is that right? 

16 

17 

19 

20 

A. Yes. According to the memo. 

Q. And you would agree that that's a serious issue, 

A. I'm saying they're boundary issues. The level of 

severity I cannot make a judgment. They're just 

21 recalling -- I'm just seeing what's in the memo. 

22 Q. And based upon the way that yo~ had set up the 

23 Archdiocese and ~hat information was brought to your 

24 attention, you said serious things were brought to your 

25 attention. 
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Would you think that this would be something that 

would have been brought to your attention? 

A. It might have been. 

Q. And also given the fact that you were specifically 

directed in the memo back in 1993, when Father Brennan was 

assigned there, that if the Diocese has to react to a 

public relations crisis in this case, can we say that 

Father Brennan had been sent away, can we have a statement 

that he's not a pedophile, clearly with regard to Father 

Brennan's behavior, there was a concern on your part of a 

possible public relations crisis, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. So based upon that directive that you handed 

out, based upon the information coming to Monsignor Lynn, 

is it fair to assume that you were given that information? 

A. I don't think I can assume that on the basis of 

Q. Okay. Well, let me ask you this, then. I'll ask 

20 it two ways, Cardinal. 

21 Based upon the information that you know about 

22 Father Brennan, do you think that this was information 

23 that you should have known about in 1996? 

24 Let's assume that you didn't. Let's go with that 

25 assumption first. 
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2 A. I left that up to the discretion of the Vicar for 

3 the Clergy or my Vicar for Administration. 

4 Q. You left it to the discretion of those people who 

5 we clearly established in this particular case did nothing 

6 that you had directed them to do, correct? 

7 A. I can't say that. 

8 BY MR. SPADE: 

9 Q. Well, Cardinal, if you weren't made aware of this 

10 information in 1996, what does it say about the adequacy 

11 of the system that you put into place to protect the 

12 welfare of children? 

13 If this information was not brought to your 

14 attention, what does it say about the adequacy of the 

15 system that you were responsible for? 

16 A. I think the system we had was adequate. 

17 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

19 that when you gave out specific commands with regard .to 

20 supervising a priest that had twice been in Saint John 

21 Vianney for treatment with regard to incidents involving 

22 children, that when you gave out specific directives, that 

23 those directives were followed through on? 

24 A. I think I answered that, that I did not have any 

25 specific administrative process for checking on people. 
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Well, when you found 

But I trusted them. 

I'm sorry. When you found out in this case that 

5 those directives that you handed down were not followed 
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6 through on, what did you do to change that laissez faire 

7 attitude, for lack of a better word? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

I thought I said I did not know what I was told. 

Well, letts assume that you were told, Cardinal. 

10 Do you recall doing anything? 

11 A. You put an "if" there. If I were told, did I do 

12 anything? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

story. 

Q. 

Right. If you were told, did you do anything? 

Would I? 

Would you? 

I don't know. I'd have to listen to the whole 

I can't say, you know, what action I would have 

s a con on. 

Okay. Cardinal, let's talk about grand jury 

exhibit 1112. This is a letter that was written to you on 

21 April 4, 2002. 

22 Did you have a chance to review that document? 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

I did. 

And do you recall receiving that letter? \ 

Not at all. 
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2 Q. Are you saying you didn't get it, or are you saying 

3 you just don't recall? 

4 A. I said I don't recall it. 

5 BY MR. SPADE: 

6 Q. And the date of this letter is April 4 of 2002, 

7 about a year and a half ago? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 BY MS. McCARTNEY: 

10 

11 

Q. And you would agree, Cardinal, that the contents of 

this letter and I'm going to summarize them for you. 

12 This letter was written by a parishioner of Saint Mary's 

13 Parish; is that right? 

14 A. I didn't catch that, if you don't mind, but I'll 

15 take your word for it. It's in there. I scanned through 

16 this. 

17 Q. It talks about the fact that this parishioner is a 

19 that she had become aware back at the time that Father 

20 Brennan was at Saint Mary's that he had done some things, 

21 that a boy in particular had told this parishioner that 

22 Father Brennan was touching him and making him 

23 uncomfortable, that he played inappropriate games with all 

24 the altar boys and that he offered them food and rewards 

25 for participating, and she indicates that the boy that she 
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2 spoke with was new to the neighborhood and he was an altar 

3 bOYi is that right? 

4 A. That's what you're reading, .yes. 

5 Q. And she talks about the difficulty that she 

6 witnessed with regard to this child telling his parents 

7 about this incident; is that right? These incidents, 

8 correct? 

Yes. 9 

10 

A. 

Q. And she also talks about the fact that after the 

11 mother of that child informed the vicar and that there was 

12 a threat made that the local papers would be called un1ess 

13 Father Brennan was removed from the parish, that he was in 

14 fact removed, according to the information she provides to 

15 you; is that right? 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

BY MS. 

Q. 

attorney. ) 

That's what 

attorney. ) 

that he was 

McCARTNEY: 

"The mother 

(The witness conferred with his 

she says, correct? 

(The witness conferred with his 

THE WITNESS: Yes. This says up here 

treated for Lyme disease. 

was on the phone to the vicar and 
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2 informed him of the situation. She told him that either 

3 this priest will be removed from our parish the following 

4 day or all the local papers and The Philadelphia Inquirer 

5 would get the whole story. The following Sunday at Mass 

6 we were encouraged to pray for poor Father Brennan because 

7 he was being treated for Lyme disease and was very sick 

8 and would be gone indefinitely." 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

I see that. 

"I was outraged. How could this priest, a 

11 representative of the Church, stoop so low to cover for 

12 

13 

this evil act? I remember looking at my children and just 

didn't have an explanation. I was shocked, disappointed, 

14 but most importantly, I felt the foundation of my belief 

15 shatter. I went through a period where I doubted my 

16 faith, considered changing religions, and visited other 

17 churches. It 

19 faith and I'm very devoted to'its teachings. However, I 

20 have huge concerns over priests and bishops who have 

21 authority over my children, for my respect for them is in 

22 question." 

23 She talks about those things in her letteri is that 

24 right? 

25 A. Yes. 
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2 Q. Have you no recollection of receiving this letter, 

3 Cardinal? 

4 A. No, I do not. 

5 BY MR. SPADE: 

6 

7 

Q. Cardinal, you see in the second paragraph of this 

document where the writer, Mrs. says: "Abou t 

8 eight years ago I was aware of a legal issue"? 

Do you see that? 

The second paragraph, first page? 

9 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. First page, second paragraph. It starts out: 

12 "About eight years about ago, I was aware of a legal 

13 issue." 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And then if you drop down further in that 

16 paragraph, maybe about ten sentences up from the bottom, 

17 it says: "About a year later, I was driving home from 

18 church with a carload of kids in the back." 

19 Do you see that? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

"And I heard snickering.and talk that made me 

22 curious," and then she goes on to relate that one of her 

23 daughters' friends, a boy, told. her that Father Brennan 

24 was touching him and making him uncomfortable and playing 

25 inappropriate games with all the altar boys. 
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Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, so that would have been, if we're reading 

this, if my math is correct, Cardinal, she's talking there 

about seven years from 2002. 

about 1995; is that correct? 

A. (No response.) 

So that would have been 

Q. Seven years before 2002 was about 1995? 

A. Well, yes. 

Q. Okay. And that's just two or three years after 

Father Brennan had the trouble in Saint Mary's with 

inappropriate touching of boys and inappropriate contact 

with boys; is that correct? 

A. Excuse me. What are you saying? Two or three 

years? 

Q. 1995 would have been about two or three years after 

nnan was accuse nappropriate conduct with 

19 several of the boys in Saint Mary's Parish; is that 

20 correct? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

I guess it would be around that time. 

In other words, he accused of that behavior in 

23 1992, correct? 

24 A. It would seem he was in Saint Mary's Parish at the 

25 time. 
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Q. Right. Now, would you agree with me, Cardinal, 

that this boy that was talking to Mrs. .1.E"!!II~, t ha t 

4 it's a fair inference that this boy that was talking to 
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5 Mrs . •• ___ .. may have been one of those boys from Saint 

6 Mary's Parish that Father Brennan was touching 

7 inappropriately? 

8 In fact, it says it in the letter, that he was one 

9 of the boys in Saint Mary's Parish, correct? 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

That's what the letter says. 

Right. 

I'm trying to place this in a time range, if you 

13 don't mind. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

Q. 

Q. 

Sure. Take your time. 

(Pause.) 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney. ) 

: 

Cardinal, you're referring to GJ-485, right? The 

20 priest data profile sheet; is that correct? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

I'm looking to find the time here. 

Okay. If you look back at four eighty-five, that's 

23 the last assignment that Father Brennan had before his 

24 health leave, listed on there was Saint Mary's Parish, 

25 Schwenksville, correct? 
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2 A. Correct. 

3 Q. And it's listed as June of 1990 to September of 

4 '92, correct? 

5 A. Right. 

6 Q. And from the other documents that we've shown you, 

7 the allegations that carne forward on the part of these 

8 boys at Saint Mary's against Father Brennan were in 1992, 

9 correct~ and that's why in fact he was removed from Saint 

10 Mary's? 

11 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

(No response.) 

Correct? 

Well, it would seem that from the second page when 

14 he was removed then. 

15 So you're placing this -- this is all in between 

16 '90 and '2, then. 

17 Q. Right. Right. All I'm asking you, Cardinal, is: 

18 This boy that Mrs. 

19 inference that this was one of the boys making the 

20 allegations against Father Brennan at that time, or this 

21 was one of the boys at Saint Mary's Parish that he was 

22 engaging in inappropriate contact with? 

23 A. I don't assume anything. I mean, this is what she 

24 says. 

25 Q. Okay. Is it fair to assume, Cardinal, that this 
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2 boy again was somewhere in the age range of maybe ten to 

3 fifteen years old at the time that he was telling Mrs. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

2 this? 

Well, she's talking about a boy. 

Right. 

That's the most I can 

Right. Boy generally refers to -- she didn't say 

teenager. She said a boy, correct? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

That's the term she's using. 

Right. 

I can't make any judgment from what she says. 

Okay. Well, my ultimate question to you, Cardinal: 

14 Is it fair to assume that in 2002, seven years later, say 

15 the boy was twelve or thirteen at this time, that he would 

16 have been about twenty, twenty-one in 2002 when you got 

17 this information? 

19 Q. He would have been in his late teens or early 

20 twenties at the time that you got this information seven 

21 years later? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that. 

MR. HODGSON: 

THE WITNESS: 

MR. SPADE: 

I don't think you mean 

Excuse me. 

Counsel, if the witness 
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wants to confer 

MR. GALLAGHER: Let hi'm answer. Let 

him answer. 

Go ahead, Cardinal. 

THE WITNESS: I'm -- I'm not following 

7 what you're saying, if you don't mind. 

8 BY MR. SPADE: 

9 

10 

11 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

If the boy --

She's talking about an incident. 

That happened around 1994 or 1995 with a boy, 

12 correct? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

I got all confused in this one. 

Well, she's talking about --

If you don't mind. 

MR. GALLAGHER: No. Wait. Let him 

read it. 

MR. SPADE: Oh, I'm sorry. 

I didn't know that you wanted to read 

it. 

(Pause.) 

(The witness conferred with his 

attorney.) 

(Pause.) 

THE WITNESS: This letter here that 

this woman is describing is talking about when he 
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was in Saint Mary's? 

3 BY MR. SPADE: 
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4 Q. She's talking about -- we've established that she's 

5 talking about the time period of 1995, correct? 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

8 2002? 

Well, I don't know. 

She says seven years ago, and the letter is dated 

9 A. But seven years ago he was -- seven years before he 

10 was not in Saint Mary's. 

11 

12 

Q. No, I'm not saying that he was in Saint Mary's 

then r Cardinal. I'm just saying that she's talking about 

13 a timeframe of 1995, correct? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

If she says -- if she says it was seven years ago? 

Yes. 

Eight years ago. 

And then later on, she says about a year later, 

18 which would be seven years ago, correct? 

19 A. Eight years would be '94. 

20 (The witness conferred with his 

21 attorney.) 

22 BY MR. SPADE: 

23 

24 

Q. I'm not asking whether he was pastor at Saint 

Mary's at that time, Cardinal. I'm just asking you she'~ 

25 talking about a boy? 
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2 A. Well, she says here: "I was aware of a legal issue 

3 involving the pastor of my church." 

4 What pastor is she referring to there? 

5 Q. I don't know, Cardinal. I'm just asking you. 

6 She brought to your attention some allegations that 

7 a boy was making against Father Brennan in the 1995 time 

8 period, correct? 

9 A. Go ahead. 

10 Q. Is that correct? 

11 A. It seems to be. 

12 Q. Okay. And I'm just asking you is it likely -- she 

13 refers to a boy, correct? 

.14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. So it's likely that this boy was somewhere in the 

16 ten, twelve, ten, eleven, twelve age? 

17 A. I don't know. 

18 Q. Okay. All right. 

19 MR. SPADE: No further questions. 

20 MS. McCARTNEY: It's 4:05 P.M. We will 

21 break for the day. 

22 Could the foreperson advise the witness 

23 of his continuing subpoena. 
I 

24 

25 
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Do you understand that? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

GRAND JURY FOREPERSON: Thank you. 

MS. McCARTNEY: Cardinal, just so 

you're aware, tomorrow morning we intend to begin 

our questioning with regard to Father Cudemo. 

Okay. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

(Witness excused.) 

(Hearing concluded.) 
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I hereby certify that the proceedings and 

evidence are contained fully and accurately in 

the notes taken by me on the trial of the above 

cause, and that this copy is a correct transcript 

of the same. 

The foregoing record of the proceedings upon 

the above cause is hereby approved 

and directed to be filed 

Judge 
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