PAUL J. Mc GEADY
A:F'“TORNE'Y AT LAW
SUITE 239
479 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEW YGRX, N. Y. 18027

——

PHONE: 870.3232

Huaberto Cardinal Medeiros
Archdiocese of Boston

2101 Commormwealth Averme
Brighton, Massachusetts 02135
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IBIT NQ.
Eéx?ax?'@l
CARDINAL'S RiSipgmce
CEIVED
CRPRE 97y T
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

April 2, 1979

.Re: Father Paul Shanley

Dear Cardinal Medeiros:
I thought you stould be aware of

an interview that

Father Shanley apparently gave to "Gay Commmity News"

last month since it imvolves perscnal comversaticns between
you and Father Shanley. I also include an item frem
"Gaysweek'' in which Father Shanley is designated as your

reprasentative.

PiM:pm
Enclosures

. Sircerely yours,

| Rl

Paul J. McGeady
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150 people tumed up for the day-long series of panels discussing the \(o?
v

issue of man-boy love; organizer Tom Reeves expected several dozan.
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THE BOSTON

"CONFERENCE

.

plain the itlon to his relauonship wity an aduit: "l guess the

g ila Bryant would not have been d. Nick
Kelley, 16, was explairung why he wantad 10 be wath an older man. an
adult: “He had s0 much 10 ofTer, and what really bothered me was the fact
that someone was aclually cancemed about the fact that [ had been In his
car. and that someone somewhere would ot Uke it." The event was the
fiest ever semi-public gathenng [a Nonth Amenca of men who are involved
n relationships wih male youngysters, of the boys themselves, as vrait as

senes of panels discussing psychologica, ethical, political, and legal prob-
lerns Invoived in such refadonships.

The overwhelming lurnout exceeded the expectaton of conference or-
ganizer Tom Reeves, who had only expected several dozen people.

two dozen men in the so-caled Revre cases. The men were charged with
separaie viclatons of the law for dlegal sexual ucts with {mosdy teenage)
fminors, .

he range of views expressed by the panellsts and
conferces were, by and large, generally supparuve of man-bay relaton.
ships. DilTerent peaple from dilerent backgrounds and careers appeared
to agree that the legal problems faced by the men arresied In such cases
were appalliing, and that the Punishment was worse than the cime. {In
Masucl)\uuus. one could be cammutted for lfe 33 3 sexually danyerous
mrson.

P The audience heard one of the Revere defzndants, E4 Mede, describe
hi If as a “h Buddhist™ ly f3ang a possible hie sen-
tence {or z-xual acts wath 3 teenager. The leenager had embraced Alede at
an caclier DostorvBaise Mmeehiny, but later (umed state's wilness, as a
Tesult, Mede s supporters have argued, of pressure from the police.

If Mede was phdosophical about his fate, s0 was Kelley, who tded 1o

problem s that parents want very much to protect their chidren, and [
really don t think that protection is necessary.” That brought laughter from
the audlence. Keiley continued. “lts not—k.is basicaily anow what
they're daing, they know what they vant and they are nog that easdy
marupulated as people would tike us {0 thunk ihey are *

Another Boston 3ay ‘vouth, Richt Melougat, of Fag Rag, defarded
teenage husting: “For mast youth, it's the only wzy o get 2.qposed, the
only way (o get sex wath nien | knew | was a Sornosexual at une years
old, | knew what [ wanted, but the 20y 'Way [ xnews now to get it was $o
to the theater and ask for money. Mayoe that's Ausibng, but it was vesy
fulfilling —it served us purpase. *

McDougall said e “was never seduced by any man ~ lnstead, "it was
kind of fun 10 ga to the Comibat Zone and make a few dodars by siung 'a
a2 mov'e theater and SeIiNg yvour cock sucked. it s red'ly a good way to
make a fews bucks.”

McDougall was ane of Many sgeakers 1o lash out at the ludeo-Chdstian
itaditiun of ireating sex oulside Procteation as bad, Feilow Fag Rag wnter
Chaclie Shively, who had bumed a biblz at o recant qay pade raily, argued
that gay people are “enyaged in sex fur Piedsure, nat piteation. Seais
fun, he sad, and “doesn’t lead to discases, not even sin cancer.”

iven speakers reprzsening varaus religlous be.
liels voiced thelr zndarsement of love Setween man and boy, Canon
Clinton Jones, pastor of Chrst Church Cathedra), Harfoud, Connacueut,
descnbed a Rotnan Calholc pugst who was a filznd of hs, and who was
“a beaulltul person because he was ioved bv a man as 3 boy " He
expressed concem for men who are amested for chld-malesting “They
becoime marked men 50 often for the rest of their lives, ana that lttunks a
temble Imposuwion of socary.” He descabad o:ae such gerson who was
sent back o przon just bacause he wasin the same roan; vath a boy. “Neo
genutal sex 100k place—tius man went back for four moce years. Thatis
awesome lo me; it's very lragie,”

BY DANIEL TSANG
PHOTOGRAPHED BY WALTER FRIEDMAN
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Father Pad Shaaley, representanve of Douston’s Cardindd Madeitos for
outteach to s¢cual nunoaites. told 1he story of 1 boy who was rejected by
farmuly and zuagiy, but belped by a boy-lover When hus parents found out
wboul the relasonsiup, however the man was atrested. convicted, and
sent o prsan And ihere Sevan the psychic dermise of that tad, * Shanley
comented  He had loved that man it was only a buef and passing
thamt 3s far as the sux was concerned. bul the love was deep and the
arantude 10 the man was decp and 'when he reahzed that the mdiscreuon
i the eyes of sacery and the law had cost tius man pechaps 20 yveacs . . .
the boy beyan to fwl apaa " Shanley concluded ‘We have our convictions
upsule dovin «f we are trury concerned “aith boys . . . the “cure’ does far

motre dumagle
TaT wheatiey, from the nauonal office of the Unitanan Unwver-

Apr—f
saust Chuzch, descrbed be:iny propositioned by a 15-year.old boy re-
cunily I you don ttlunk that was rather a shot in the arm for ane who ls
SU, well, you re muistaxen,” Vheailey observed.

et

he confesence was also an occasion for many to
come out as boy lovers. David Thorstad, spokesperson for Mew Yok
Ciry s Coabuon for Lesblan and Gay Rights, sald he was retracting hus
2arlier stalement tin Gay Community News) that he was not a pederast.
am very happy to say thal over the summer that has chanded, and It
wasnt due 1o my own lrutlatve esther, but just as It Is with many men, |
was seduced and picked up by a boy and I'm very glad he did it.”

Joe Owens, who had been a labor organizer in
Jamaica and a soaal wotker in the black commuruty
in Boston before that, said he was speaking for the
fiest ume In pubhc as an acknowledged boy-lover. oo
"As a white man relating 10 a black commuruty it was ":;_xf .
an extremely hberating effect. and the reason LS
why [ think | was able to do ft where many | &Y Mizi-s
another white person may not be able to do it )
successluily was precisely because of this
psychological orentatlon that [ :
had.” That permutted, Qwens ar-
gdued, “an immedlacy {ln the) tela-
uonship between mysell and boys,
and there was a level of communy-
cation which threw aside complete-
ly all the cultural and racial differ-
ences which separated whites ltom
blacks in the soclery.”

Sidrrey Smuth, 3 black anist from
New York Clly, spoke about the
rade he feit at having lo sublimate
his needs for telallonships with
boys. He sald he resented “having B
10 live in 0 culture where things that <
seem natural and rdght 1o me, have
to be . .. fearful.”

Many In the audlence did not or
could not come out. One panelist
identified himself as “Don," exglain-
ing that he would immedlately lose
his sodal service job with a reli-
glous organization. He spake of
having to draw back from heiging
boys out of flear of expasure of his
double life.

a

-

v ihe age of four, five, and sic, buys know that woa! “evanys came from [

laing with the peruis, and this 15 & discovery v slhey wre ven, culer @

0 share with thesr fnends.” Pillucd then cnieciced wdiat soaery for resisane. 4
tng sexualty by invesing it wath fear and Juit and ar el cliuren n Y
nsuiutons und schuols wiiere they are reynnciucd arsd envourayett to .
enter ito inindiess compeution which [ sev as a vouv of geeverur Vthem a
{tom having the lime and the opportunity 10 evriore 'het sexu i and v
tender feelings toward one another.” Piland concuned  Lien wod the <
bays who love each ather are eaguviry 1 a social z/pzrment &
Lois Johnson, President of Dusion s Daughters of £ .tis, descted ‘he -

“

change In her atuiude from “outcage” at boy-lovers ‘o outraze st the
violauan of the avil nghts ol both the men and of the Sovs "wnvolsed inthe
Revere cases. She saud she started questionugd thngs wnen Eaate Noole
came out In favor of the hotkne~—1 sard, ‘Goud Gedt  Gay activists had
feared that the- holline, for complmnis to the fouce about sox tumes,
waould form the basls of a witchhunt The holhine dea was eventuady
squelched.

Johnson asserted, "It is dilficult for women 10 come (0 Znps witn man.
boy love, simply because of the fact that women as far 3s ther own

licy Is cor d, are itloned In such a way that they are not as
expressive af it as men are, even In a heterosexual sense. '

But a big uproar erupted when Jon Schaller, a fourdar of Youth Leera.
Uon of Ann Asbor, raised from the audience a quzsion regarclny Jower
diferences belween the parties la a man-boy love reranonsing Scaailer,
who now runs Carrier Pigeon, a Boston-based distriutor of radwai and
femunist publications, sawd that Issue had not been teerred (o at ihe
conlerence. “At this point we stll lve in a society win.cn s domunated Sy
adults, where adults make laws and regulations and wnere youns seanie
don't have much practice maxing decisicns about tne ¢ 'wes,
and they dont have experience assc-ing themszives

agalnst adults.” Schaller argued: ‘Any -z:aucnship z2 ween
an adult and a young person, wherz hz a2duit 1s nct con-
sclously lrying to overcome that power ¢. Tarence. s §2.0¢ 1o

/A
[
[ h

RSO be ageist, and that's the impontart ssue for anycesy in

that knd of a situation to deal wun -

Both Chatlie Shively and P.cmi Mclouga! sup-

R,

. Z\. ported Schailer Shively reacted:
“When people 2re denied power,
they're given fove " paricuany n re-
gard to chidren and quoted the BI- -
ble, "He so loved e world thal ne
gave his only begoiten san.” Sinvely
sald, "1 think we need to examine
what that means —!{ dont wart my
father 10 be crua’nng mel Tius lave
business is, It seems to me, a creep-
ing form of Chnstaruty)™

McDougall responded: “Boys
don't have power over men ... but
they do go out and seduce men.”

But Reeves reactza angrly, say-
ing, “lt's ageist 1o say thal the man
necessanly has the domunance and
the upper hand.™ He aryued thnt the
boy “has the dom.nance ' in physl-
cal, emolional, and spitual terms
and “hos the power over the man.”
Reeves added. “its a false view 'o
think all of the power !s on the side
of the man. A great deal of power s
on inc side of the ov and it could go
either way

PO S

Tom Reeves, who had come out
9% 1 buy-lover a year aga, said over SO0 men had spoken with him since
then, most of whom were struggiing with ther atracdon lo boys. “Sex is
everywhere between men and boys.” Reeves asserted. The men with
vtham he spoke ‘are not open 3l all . and who are they? Almost to a
mMan they are teachers and boy scout leaders and boys’ clubs leaders!” he
shouted, pounding the zodium wath both hands. “The men wiho work
with boys —many of them, and thus obviously can be used agansi every-
body, bui [ think vre have to say it — the motvation betind that wark (has)
a sexudi and erotlc element,

Reeves conunued  Since possibly a thied of the bay scout leaders and
teachers and Soys cubs leaders and big brothers and all of these ather
Neople that work with youlh have ether these leelings or they are acung
on fliem there must be enormous oppression out there which could
cause 3l »inus of ihings ‘

TWwnulid avees the creatlan of the dulkeniiawk who roams the streets,

“When | become appressive s
when | either try to reform a boy from prostiution or wnatever else e s
inlo, or when [ try to get him Into the [gay| movemert * That was "much
more manipulalive than having sex wath them, * he asserted

Rezves alsa cnucized the fendency of many boy-lavers anduding h m.
sell) o show off the boys. "We become possessve, 28t 20 o that otd
famdy trip, we want to show them ofT in the bars 4 those mind of
things that get us Into lrouble, 3nd it s those kind of thinys 'nat are oppres.
sive 1o the boys and to each other and to ourseives *

A vioman ftom the audience reacted: 'lis adull me~ saang that ne
boys have power, and that the men are in a posiic~ of sany man y.
lated. Personally it's bullshit for an adult to say a vz -as more pC.cer.
given the way we're sisuctured in this would wnd the “:¢* that that s ~ot
your right to say i,

Ed Mede, arffuing thai a tesnarter s word zou'd 2o 3430 2 man gy
pnson, aud blammy s 15.year-old former 'over for “wring s fe, Se.

W would create boy prosututlon, :t would create manipulative sk 18
and fnaterunyg siusnons, However, boy love Is “healthy and gaod,”
when the mun acis responsibly and ethically,” Reeves argued.

.. ,’\.

\./mu panciists also spoke of how the issue of

Loy luve hud caused them o rethunk their own atudes towraed child
suxubiy D Dichard Pllard, Chaiperson of the Oc¢partment of Psychiatry
M Uoston Unversiy Haspual enunded conterces. “Freud pointzd out 70
Years wgo that sexuahly Lerins in childhiovd asd even In inlancy, and that

came broded in a g match with Scha ler

With Mede intesrupting him, Schawler responded  Lth ~x *nat clotds te
whcte 1ssue. The point Is that 1a this society adwnts have ~amer, physical
economuc. ., . | think you cun 1ake any oppressed UroLp A dus seciety
and find some way 1 which they have awrer “The cose » eterd e
moderator David Thorstad said, "I'd hixe to cut dovin ar ¢ oss <iscussicn,
and recognuzed another conferce

At the end of the conference, 32 men and two teens, cvs cancr cn t
formed the Man Boy Lavers of Morth Amenca A s o wrond g Maeehy
meetng in Mew Yotk iy are plunnecd

The ¢roup can be contuied by vrating them cate of Tag Rag Dox 234,
Kemnore Siation, Boston, MA 02115 w

__J
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