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Peter Pollard
26 Elm Street
Hatfield, MA 01038

June 2, 2002

In December 1987, I wrote a letter to Cardinal Bernard Law to report that I'd been
sexually abuscd by my parish prest, George Rosenkranz, at the Star of the Sea Parish in
Marblehead in the mid 1960s. I inchuded details about what had happened and the impact
Rosenkranz’s betrayal had on my life over the following two decades,

A few days later, I heard from Fr. John McCormack who offered to meet with me. In our
first meeting, a few weeks later, Fr. McCormack assured me that my report was bemg

I demanded that the priest be prohibited from being with children; that he get treatment

-

and that the Archdiocese make an effort to find other victims,

I returned a few months later for a fmal meeting with McCormack.
Fr. McCormack explained that they’d found that Rosenkranz did indesd have what he
referred to as “sexual issues”. But, he stressed that they found no mdication that

Rosenkranz had “any kind of sexual deviancy.” Fr. McCormack told me he could find no

he expressed affection that might have been misconstrued as sexual mvolvement. Fr.
McCormack explained that in his experience, child molesters confess when confronted. He
said Rosenkranz denied the allegations. :

Sr. Mulkerin stated that Cardinal Law bad asked her to review all prior complamts and
contact the victims. She said the Cardinal had specifically asked her to contact me.

me as 2 “pastoral response.” | accepted that offer.
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Peter Pollard



11 Nar+h Street
Hatfiela, M4 010Za
Dec. 12, 1927

Eernarg Cardinal Law
2101 Commcnwedlth Ave,
Erighton, MA 021z

Dear Cardinal &,

I'm wWriting tg netify yey that I was Sanually assaul tad
by a Priesk in Yaur cdiccese 20 years aga.

I was g4 RArishiong- at tha Star 0f the gap i
Marblehedd fram Ga~ly childhaocd wntil g Graduatag frem Kigh
school in 19269,

I attendey the grammar schegl affiliatam mith o+
church, 1 Was an altar boy ang activa jin the Cyp ang
CAdrch activitioe, For much of that time, I beliaved
YoCatian tg the Rriestioad. In the CQursa cf my exglera
of that possibility and of ny ather Church inv:lvemsnts, I )
became Yary close tg Fi, Gecrga Rosen:ran:. As much 4s I can
Femember | RHe Was assigned tg Star of the Sea frgp abaut 1944
untal & short time after I went away tg Collaga jin 1949,

|

I viowed him then 4SS a trusted friend, tea:her,
fonfidant anmg guide through 4 Rericd g+f adclescant turmail,

I'm Writing now to report that he aisg Sexlally atused
me on a numbaer of occas:ong between 19446 ang 1969,

I

In the guise pf teaching me about S@xuality, 4 i
pe

@
me; had me lie on LIp of hin ANC kissgad me; had me o
myself ang discuss geay, with him; and on &t leas: gne
cccasicn, while an an Overnight trip, triad tqo cocare
into sleeping in his bed with Rim in a hotel whara
in Cunway, N.H.
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At the time, i Was unsath]aed and extremely cenfuseo by
his saual advances, but Flattereag By Nig AU Ler s gn and
Professe FRspect or me,

Durin, tha int@rvan;nr ‘fars, I felt dziap*cimte: that
3 G 1 =
he had Complicatadg what 1 vViewoad ag an ekherwi o Pooitive

ralutionmhlp.
Now 1 'n enragod.,

I've Come to Fecognize in Fecent moning tin 3
i l

abuse has left a RProfcunc Mark on me, 7
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becauge he is g Priest, g SUpposed represencatlva of Jcd; tha
Persan I wasg Falsed Lo viaw A% the arbiter of mCrality,
Becauge he chase to enplain hie abuse 4y 4 farm of
education, & favar, ang becausa gf the dPparent 2asa with
which Re Carriad oyr hig campaign, 1'm Convinced I wasg not
Rig fipge victim, gy his last, 1 am astuunded rg have learned
that he wag subsequently assigned ag an ACministratoer of a

Lay'g scheol in the diocesa.

I'm appalled gt the Praspect of the damage he May have
done in the 20 years I've Femained silent,

I have strong reasgn to believe Others in tha diccasa
have alsg been Awarae that this man hay Rirableams with sa@iual
baoundaries. I find it disgusting that he nag been allowed ta
cantinua tg be in the RPasition of g trusted founsalor for
RPecple in turmeil - that he hag undoubtedly CAurnsel ad
children and adultyg brying ko sart thraugh TE5Les ot SMual
abuse by atherg,

I few that he and those in the Church whe have chasen
to tcierate this king af abuse by memhearg Gf thea clergy have
failed miserably jin their reﬁponsibility tc me ang Qlher
victims., Aeg individualsg and as an crganlzatlcn, 78U hava
betraye & sacred trust,

Although I vigited Rasencranz once in g Parish jin
Chelsza in about 1971, I have had no gther Contact with him
since 19171,

However, I have Scheduled tg meat today With Mim as St.
Joseph g Churech in Salem, where ha ig Now stationed. I plan
to inforg him then that I have sent you thig lettar,

I will atlsg deliver ancther latter to Rim, which
elpresses some of the mage, hurt and betrayal 1 feal, even
oW, 20 vaarg later, Al thaugh thea language Used in partg af
it may be Viewed ag offensive, I'm encloging a Capy in thea
hape that it wily impreyg upen you the sariousg impact e+ what
he did in the name of god. T include 1t alse with the hope
that it Will gt SOmeane in the church tg face a sSeveare apmd
insidioyg Problem and to take steps to Prevent nim and otherg
Lo abuse their Pasitian of Authari by by victxmi:zng Aanathar
child.

Mayvhe that ‘g ldealistic,

But bo on notice. 1¢ You take no Significant Action to
find APAropriata and @ffuctiva treatmaont £op- him ang Loy
locate hjg other victimg, 1 will male Every effort tq mat. e
thig Informatian Public, evan at my cwn enperiaa.

I am alge 1nformning the Dapartmont g« Social Services
and Lhe Egeaon County Districe Attcrncyu OF fLiw alrauy My



experience with Rusencran: and am suggesting that ANY recortsg
of serxual abuse by this man shauld be talken Seriausly. Andg
I've offered myself ag a supportive witness jn any action
that might arise against him.

If at some Point in the future, it comeg to light that
another child has been victimized by vour failurae ta act, 1

will strive with all my resources to see to it that you
Persanally and the church as a whole is held in complicity.

Sincaruly,

Fetar Follarg



