jnstimtion & Bt
o8 trust Detwersn
those who md
snd those wio
follow. Since sev.
elations of Gilbert
Gaotbe's cmmes
rocked Acsfixns
i sotome 2984,
chancery officmis
have erecied 3
wall of siewce,
offering scant ex-
planstion W the
B Catbobic faichrul.

A Twé moncy investigaton by The
Times—basert on fegal documensys xad
interviews wiz 2 broad raoge of
sousces, mc!.zcmg scver,z. with axmive
knowlédge of the chancery's mmer
workings—rewsnls 2 chain of evensy in-
volving a tocx of seven priests acmsed
of sexual invaivements with yourm. o
most cases, Hishop Gerard Frex xmd
Msir. H.A. Larroque hoew o e
priesis” sexn problems and fmies 10
take strong discplinary acton.

The bsbor: and vicar gepern” zRve
engaged in 2 Sover-up, however T aas
‘been 3 strazge one, wedded T 2
 monarchical comcept of power, dwerced
« from democranc principies. in refising

"10 extend the =astoral hand 10 vemms®

families ~-ame deal candidly wxz the
laity and derge alike—Frey anc Larro-

‘que have ke msurance awyers docawe
their stience. And in 2 croelly xonic

“twist, blundess by those lawyerss 1ave

- deepened the sain of scandal abexs the
diocese. In rem dollar terms, the sover-
up has beer 3 disaster.

In humazn mems, the story of 3 Srutal
tragedy is emerging, being tokd Zxough
the contours of legal documenes and
many interviews. According o & Zon-
seasus  of vdi«phced;m -
chuding case workers in Vesmion
Parish, Gabert Gauthe molese= at
et 100 bows n his years as 2 gnest.
Moreover, m New Iberia durmg the
mid-70s. Gauthe and” Father Lane
Fonteoor Zad sexual encounterns with
four bovs iz a ring of comenon vicsims,
according ¢ sources i the two Zvil
parishes. A damages suit Rgaimss hose

he integrity o€ an

ANATOMY OF A

COVER-UP

The Diocese of Lafayette and its
moral responsibility for the pedophilia scandal

By -ASON BERRY

priests on demalfl of one wictzn was
filed under protective senl last fal.

Tre Tomer tas learned thas amother
prim»q cewe friend of Fooxmot's
since semizacy days at Immacuata,
and who omee held an immoraot
dxom POSTON--WES SNt 10 3 Sorth-

ern treaumesr center last speow. in.
formed sowm=s say he was removid
some time 3er there were remerss of
sexual iovosemenis with acoescent
boys. Beczze he is not legally smarged
with sexual =fenses, The Timer 2os¢
not 10 divige his idendty., ~Ze ra-
tionalized c=ibacy by saying = meant
being singie nd not having 3 wife,”
says 2 sourss who knew him.

Yet ancemr priest has bems .den-
tified by foxr well-placed socoss as 2
man who sduced youngsie: n a
parish oexr Lafayette. He ass once
heid 3 diocman position, and s sent
off for wexmment out-of-siate = 984,
Because de 3 not legally actmeed or
sought for suestioning in knows itiga-
ton, The Times has withheld =s iden-
tity. In 1985, nowever herencmxrito2
parish in xother Louisiana Socese.
Reached bs relephone at thx murch,
the priest sec: “I do not wish = de in-
terviewed. ™ The bishop of tha docese
declined ¢ 2 interviewed,

ZANKING ON
- BLIND FAITH

“They kxew something was 1o with
Gauthe,” z well-placed sow= says,
**dut they Zrought it would oo come
out. They =ought they could il the
fear in peopie {who 3w —-that
they Werd 5 agamst the chems, that »
they were Zoomed. The atiocr was,
*‘We dop't zave 10 say anvihong " They
feel they’r= umpervious becazae of the
peopie’s Spxh .

Diocesax sounsel Bob Wrigx, citing

pending owd litigation, refzsedt The
Times® mmeeview roquests wnih the

bishop o vicar general..S¢ ar, the:

bulk of $5.* million in damage—com,
pensating j:J children amony niag
famibies wenmized By Gammre-—has

been paid av different combumnons of
seven inswmnce firms. Attormeys Raul

Bencomo ad Paul Heberr segotiated |

for the plammiffs. The diocese 1as paid
1510 20 perzent of the sertieneis,

A seres of delaying tacexs by in-
SUFEDCE  ATODCYS bas crowed the
leverage =f Frey and Larwxoe 0
restore comridence in their stewardshin,

- Sources sv the churchmben Lmg 2g0-

m.cdmmﬁcmcmmmam
scandal Schind them wer remain
poweriess xforcthcdefmzwycn
who dexmaded silence of thxen,

As thir ssue went to press. Rright
conceded i insurance lawwess and J.
Minds Sancn, sttorney for the Gastal
family, wiose s0n was mokewed by
Gauthe in Emnry, were **{ar agar" ona
negotater wrtdement, Simoe mid The
Times: =1 om expecling 2 1. [ wont
10 1y =ms case)”” Jury selecton s
slatedd for Teb. 3 in Abbeville (o the
event ar lith-hour agremsent is
reached—as o the lasy thres Heben-
Bencome sits--Simon’s chiemms stand
10 receive substantially mors man the
$420,00C 2er vicim which Zzs been
paid ow X past settiernents,

Meazexic, esight suits  against
Gauthe, =x one involving Gauihe and
Foniemor. ind three accuscy Father
Joba Eagrers of pedophiliz rwnain in
Bugatos srought by various awyers.
The defemse bas not acoepres labiliny
in those zises and the presipton
ssue——warmher the suits wewe fUed
within a war of when the innumes were
sustained—s also unresolved,

THE FAILURE OF
FORGIVENESS

TNothing @ Gerard Frews back-
ground prepared him for thus. Scion of
3 prospedus New Orieans {amily,
he was mshop of Savamman, Ga.,
before meiacing the aging Bishop
Maurice Schexnsyder in 1972, By ail
accounts 2 shy man, Frey's pmiosophy
was 10 Gmegate power across mid- and
lower-echrions of the dicowe and
otherwine govern quictly. Ix e spinit
of Vaziczm I, he encourages greaver
involveme=yt among Iay people in
parish councils and diocmmn  pro-
¢ grams, marticularly refigions  educa-
tion.

Througs the late 19705, Froy relied
on thex-Msgr. Jude SEpeyrer,
chzneedlor, and Alex Larrocue as vicar
gezeral o handle daily affees and ad-
vise hime. When Speyrer beczne bishop
of Laks Charles in 198C. _arroque
assumed an even greater pesition of
W.Wuyamm
over Hxeop Frey in the ency 1980s.
Eﬁsmnvcwywmaioaf
detachmment. Hcm:tporz:!vmds
Joog mr=ches at s famx’s resort
cxmp xx Bay St. Louis, Miss. _arroque
maneges e diocese”s daily aTairs and
fynetions as the bishop’s altercgo.

“*Frev hates coafmn:a:wns *
mnmapizm “I"n sonvinc-
ed the brshop knew all along abowr the
pedopiniia, but 1 don's think he knew
any ocher way 10 haodle 2, I the past.
they called in people fwhem 3 priest
molestedd 3 youth], provides counsel-
ing, made 3 settlement with e family,
swore theen 10 secrecy, and moved the

pries:, [ think the bishop 4id a ot of
whings wat were wrong b moving peo-
pic rmreatedly. He has o believe a
poies: i3 being straight wan him when
be says he'll behave, You don't have
coougn priests 1o go aroend. He can’t
astermacically say, *I'm sending you
off for wreatment.” ™

This ingrained pilosophy of
forpyeness—once 2 prest, always 2
pricsi--scems  incapable of dealing
with acdictive pedophiies. who often
Sanzer admit that seducg youngsiers
s wromg. Morcover, Fr=y and Lar-
roque’s handling of Gazxne, Fontenot
and Exgbers runs counter 1o Artclke 28
of the Louisiana Crimira Code, which
definest acoessories after the fact as
“amy person who, after the commis-
siog ot a felony, shall barvor, cooceal,
or mic e offender, knowng or having
any ~msonable ground = believe thar
be has commitied the feiony, and with
mcm:mnhemymd«m
from  arrest, wial, coogvicdoms or
pamsiment.”*

Aczording to Oliver Fasuck, law pro-
fesser, at Tulane Unnessity and 2
foraxer federal prosecusor, the statute

. **does 20t require that = offender be

arreseed or convicted. What {2 super-
visors figure] knew and when be knew
# is & question of cricvmal neghigence;
whar he should have cnown s the

reaim of civil negligence.™

-

ORIGINS OF THE
-7 COVER-UP

_How much did diocmsan officials
now and how long & they cover-ap
the actons of the acmused priests?

o ovil depositions., Frey says be

jesrzed in 1974 thar Geuthe schmitted
to “impure wuches” with & boy o
Broussard the year befors; Gauthe pro-
misec him it would nox happen again.
In 1876 Larroque ordered Gawuthe 10
see & psychiatrist after be kissed two
Abbeville boys in 3 cxmper. There was
oo meaningful followwrp by the
chancery, nor was Gaarbe reported 1o
ixw enforcement officals. And pow
new information draws sharper focus
on that peniod, wher CGauthe and
Fommaot were in New Deris.

Romald lLane Fommmot, Dom i
Eumee in 1946, war ordained in
LaSavette in December, 1903, His first
ExsERRNL

Three years is the average stay for an
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RssAT PESOr. IhC soursms do not
know o Fomenot was repamed 1o the
chancess while in Gueydan, Bur after
ordy s:x mombs, in June 197, be was
wansferred 10 Our Lady of Perpetcal
Help m New Iberia whee Gilbert
Gauthe bad been seducing ahar boys
and other kids on carnping Tps.

in deposition Msgr. Richard
Moutor of Abbeville says be was told
that Fr. Josepb Bourque. e New
Ibéria PRRIOR, Wwrote 1o the chancery
complamang abour Gauthe. Asked
about e jerter, Father Bowrmue told
The Times : *Any statemerc 1 would
have 10 make would come trough the
¢hancerr office or the [dioowsan] at-
omey.” _ )

But a=rding 10 & New [hevia fami-
ly, ther reporied both pomems for
molesting altar boys. It wasn’t but
gbout & month or so later e [Bour-
quel tansferred Father Gaumbhe and
that ower {ooe], Father Lane Fon-
tenot, o of our church.™

Gautte went 10 St. Mary Magdalen
Parish = Abbeville, but contmued rels-
uonships with youngsters = New
Theria. As for Fontenot, he irszed only
nine monchs in New Iberia, moving to
Our Lam of Mercy in Opmousas in
March 1577, There, says a st who
learned oF it years later, “*he molesied
many k" Why was Fontenx moved
our of New Iberia s0 aquckly if
Bourque ¢ aot request 7 Dmly the
bishop =i move 3 pricst. In sy event,
Lane Fouenox climbed the diocesan
ladder. By 1982, as Priest in Targe of
Spmtuz Development for the docese,

he was pving Charismane $E=nons 10
Catholic wouth rallies. :

A disurbing symmetry linix Gauthe
and Fornsaot in another way 1 1975,
on recaxmmendatos of them-Msgr.
Speyrer. Frey samed Gauthe hocoesan
Boy Scoxz chaplain—-while ne was in
New [z, and gfter Fov koew
Gauthe =ad molested 2 20y in
Broussxz. Even if he believez Gauthe
was oo:::‘bﬂmx his BIges, wIV put 2
man like that in 2 position mvo}vmg
Boy Scours? u‘ 25 the parex cimms,
Fonteno: xft New Iberia besuse of
sexual mesconduct, why wous a man
like tha: 2 allowed 10 work s> zlosely
with yousgsters in Lafayete” Sven the
philosopts of forgiveness woud seem-
mgly be wmpered by prudens @ per-
sonnel asmpnments.

Fontenm., who lived at O Lady of
Faiima, was hustied out of Lafrverte in
autums 1983, six months afier Sauthe,
when 2 family accused mm of
molesting heir son. As repomzd las
June, 2 szmictoent was repori=ty paid
10 the ‘xmily., Fontenot “nllowed
Gauthe 20 the Church-run Rouse of

Affirmause in a2 Boston suned, In |

1984, suil another priest, Fr Robent
Limoges &% for an undiscloszz treat-
ment cemer after families 1z Zunice
and Lafmene complained 1 their
respective ._znc" anorneys

TROUBLE WITH THE
LAWYERS

It is Goumful whether these svents
would have become publich known
had the dunop in the wake of Cahe's
June 30, 1983, suspension pomer im-
mediately w0 Henry, wid parstioners
what Gazwhe had done, fred 2
psychizms and offered thrmapy 0
{amilies wok youngsiers momsied by
Gauthe, We never plamness on
wnng” the sarent of one of e nitial

famibe sxys. *We just wamed help
for o chilkdren, and we wanied
Churer ~cials 10 come e with us
and tel =vervybody what was what, To
this dzs ey havea: done =, That's
what s sO mug

Insteuz. lawyers vtcre calind In W
classic acTense in high-doliar damages
Buganor s 10 delay, negomate, and
keep evervihing under wraps. This ap-
proact. meided with the cmancery’s
strategr  of silence on sex abuse,
howeve = s unclear wheber the
lawyer: marned how much Frey and
Larrocus knew about other priests.
Four New QOrieans antorneys formed
the defemse team: Thomas Rayer,
counse. ‘o the Archdiocess Robert
Leake, Toaries Schuzmdt, ant Gordon
Johnsor. representing insurxs. They
Bave recatedly declined 7he Times’
inervics requests.

Alte ziosed-door negotianons with
Beacome sver the first nine Gauthe
victims e defense in Jime 1984
agreed o $4.2 million seleements.
That, nrwsver, was done witsdut ever
taking awsosivons of Dr. Edward
Shwery e psychologist wan wrotd
the domomen: analyzing e sexual
abuse, x Or. Kenneth Bouilon, the
therapis Teating the boys.

=1 tnma there's 2 feeling mat they
gave the =2t away before the norse,”
Wnight s The Times recenty,

After I Minos Simon 100k over the
Gastale’ m, the defense faces 2 more
radical asversary, yeu the legel scrim-
maging was marked by procedural
fumbier omening a swath for Simon's
steame:..or. In his dizovery
phase-——mz period of pre-tri ques-
tioning m  lawyers of prospective
witnesses. 1> gain informatior for later
use in coom--Simon demande: Tles on
27 priess regarding their sexsal con-
duct. Tre acfense lawyers, insead of
moununs & aggressive countzr-attack
to prowzx the reputations of other
priests, ‘zlmd 10 seal the document and
continues wiaving for time. The Hst
was enurs=Z as 2 court dosument,
availabis 1o reporiers. No Church
represeniiuve 100k 10 the zwaves
challengmse Simon's bold chargss. Nor
did the msurance lawyers apmear 10
take the iamgations about othe pna:s
very semaoasly. Leake cealles 1 a2
fishing erxmedition.””

Al 2 Szmoary hearing in Abdeille o
argue e mauer nobody Jor the
defense muowed up--3t the vem jeast,
an act oF “zulty representation for both
Church oo insurance cliens. They
missed & Dearing on another mauer
called 2 e request some e later,
and oo Cr= 11, 1985, when the Gastal
boy's wnmemst, Dr. Lyke Lelorgne,
accompames Simon 10 2 denosiuon
schedulez = Wright's offics. once
again the aefense did not show up.
Whether zrogance of inepuade ex-
plains suzs hehavior, the n result
worsenes =wospects for a nepouated

clemen = the Gastal suit. An toan
atiorney Lxs Simon, it bad the =fecs of
waving & "=z Tlag in front of a marging
bull. ..

As Smaoe's aggressive duscovery

“arobe begis Yo outline the dimelsions

of the peasonila probiem in the Socese
las: yexr Frey and larrogme had
another ixroe 10 contend witk i at-
torney Tory Fontana, whowe chemts,
the Buaus mm.mdmm
have Famer John Eagbers romowed

from Lermn They aliegedd thar Enghers

»

B¢ molemed them when Ty were

chikdres = e mid-1950s. Liss defense
jzwyers: Frey sad Lacroque
walled—bor i a2 fashion bornering on
crimina’ peghgence: for eigit months
they jet 2z accused child mosssier re-
mEn X ™ parish in Leron without
z&impm:ahwmhrmz
authoriues.

1n June, Judzc Bradford Vxre ruled
Simon had discovery rights & es on
pedophine priests. This pompted
defense artorney Leake's wverbal
stipulatior 10 Hability, th::rm.{iy
halting Smon’s discovery
By then Zxmage 10 the chansw's nn»
age had desm puumense. Mor sources
were jeatmg information, the @me 10
The Times. Of the priests narmes in this
arucle, ooty Fomienot appexrs o
Sumon’s 2.

Still the defense defayed. Sright, 2
veteran pamn{fs’ attoroey, mad Jong
advocater x Hadility stipulsice while
Leake resmsted, Iromically, Wright
became e point man for reporers in
Lafayers When it fimally zeme, the
writien stipulation disszzisifed
Simone-zmud Hebert and Benmumo on
their casec. Simon antacked agrs, this
tme after 3 young man came o his of-
fice with alegazons against ¥, Lloyd
Hebert of Dpelousas. The mar wanzed
Fr. Hebe removed. Simor ssued 2
subpoenz 1o depose Hebert, and when
thar hapmened Wright stpuxced 10
Hability = opes court at the =nd of
June, engzg Simon’s.discovey ooee
and for al. saving the priest v e
ing depossz, Hebert keft Opeionsas to
Bive with r=azives,

At the =nd of July, Father John
Engbers. =he seventh priess = this
diocese azmsed of sexual mistondoet,
fled 10 Holand.

By mic-aunums, Gauthe haz gone 10
prison bz the scandal whicr began
with revexcons about his mucoaduct
had becomxe 2 seemingly botomless
pit. The msurors were paying large
sums to Mebert-Bencomo ciemts in

ovates sertlements, but wxh zbe
%ﬂs mise AWYErs toOk T 1DOCE
aggressive sop of deposing the sarents
and child 1 decide how much e suf-
fering war worth. At the hemt of
Simon's cmse is the issue of =oosor-
sium--how Caurhe's sexual masions
altered the fammily’s life: the now, his
relationshes 1o the parents, the x=ily's
bond 10 0= Church.

FONTANA ON THE
OFFENSIVE

Tony Faziapa has six Gautxe suits
for whict e insurors hawe not
stipulatec  Gability; bis  dusovery
powers remmein open. With the Zmgbers
suits, he fazes a steep incline 3 the
time pressipgdon issue. A Ssvout
Catholic, == savs: 1 feel berrzead by
Frey and _xrrogue. 'm not xove i 1
want stipuwatioe, because ther | “Save
to prove Lariitv--how much P and
Larroque soew. The damages = these
cases ars going 0 coms rom
outrage—a. that Gauthe moested
kids--bu: thaz Frey knew about
Gauthe 1z 975" Foutana ﬂ%
filed 2 mouoT 10 unseal two [XDCS O
his Gauthe vicums, clearing o way
for depostuans of Frey, Larroone and
others.

When Fomiaoa filed interrogxories
on the Engoers case earber this momh,
he effectiven began where Simoe deft
off. Hearmss o this matter ans the

controversial question of proscrip-
tion--wonezher, many yexs siter
sisters have litigable claoms—are
schedules for Feb. 10 in Lxfzyvente.
Earlier s month Fontzra Sed
another sun on bebalfl of twoe Lake
Charles sisters, Brenda Andrepoat
Gossert and Judy Andrepax Tish,
pow adahs, who claim EZxgbers
molested Shern when they were Shikiren
in the exrly 1950s. A third soit om
behalf of xn unnamed minor Xxild has
mmw‘ Engben xod the

WHERE WILL IT
END?

" Benexrk the legalities snd mmmmtaing
of mones. dozens of youngses have
been moisied and marny famides bit-
terly hurt o the chancery's long policy
of siesce. Seven priests—Iauide,
Fomtenot. Limoges, Engbers, Hebert,
the prieg in trestment and the priest
pow it moother diocese—bhres Jeft
Lafayette Bocesan parishes. The sex-
ual map o thelr movements mciudes
Broussars, New Iberia, Asoeville,
Henry, Esber, Lake Charles, Louisa,
Opelousas, Lafayerte, Eznice,
Gueydan. Smm and Leroy. O them,

they rest
laity and a5 pastors begun the aealing
process? .

in one sense, the churchmex acted
as their wadition suggestez. The
Catholic Thurch is governez by a
monarchizxl sensibility. Apporxad by
the pope. zach bishop is effzmively
regent of = diocese. Lay peome can-
ot impensz a bishop or ¢lec 2 new
one. The Apostolic Delegxz—the
Vatican's ambassador in
wuhmzwz—«-ms for the pope I

pew bish whom'vbm
&Sim‘?mmxs‘}.
znc traoomgs of this monx:baal
structure taxve for generalions ess 3
sauree of pride ro Catholics, whe rad-
tonally cheexh the milieu of chorshes,
the splendsx of choral masses & Ad-
vent and & Exster. The bishops = their
robes of sxeered silk, Bke prests in
bright vesmments of the seasors. em-
body sacred Fuks 10 2 sparitual Zneage
spanning 29 senturies.

Bishop Trov and Msgr. Lzroque
relied on 2 rovalist defense by muring
themselves from the truth, Bxx the
cover-up was doomed to shattz on a
collision coxrse with democram. the
cwnsysz::mdafreepms The ssue
around whux all others pivo: x the
rights of chiidren. And in this r=spect,
the Churcr betrayed her own hssoric
commitmen 1o the sancrity of fxmlies,
Frey and Leroque never realizes hat,
Instead thex Hedd fast to 2 nouns that
“the Chir=="" must be saved “rom
scandal. B the Church s not marble
and morz. 1 is 3 communty of
faithful peopie bonded by an emos of
human digzy. In their myopia o two
leaders bemmme truly tagic Dpores,
shifting the focus to themseives. amd
when others who knew oo mus= felt
outrage moumz, the wall of siencr
began 10 ack. Even now, iooking
throuzh the jagged holes, 2 m=wibie
Question remmains: why did it r.r;vm
here?

s,’g-;a —



