
"DON'T TELL ANYBODY. . .
,, .YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I"

By Bob Ehlert/Staff Writer

"Bless me, Father, for I have sirvred ."

Young Gregory John Rieme whispered
those words tNagh the fabric divider in the
confessional at St. Thomas Aquinas Church
m St Paul Park

"It has been a long time since my last
confesson ;' said Greg, who was 14 then,
in 1978.'1 swore at my little brother, at my
mom and dad . . . . I am sorry for these and

	

Sometimes. just before he left, he heard the
all of my sins ."

	

. ,

	

priest say, "And have a good day, Greg ."

But there was one sin, at least he thought it
night be a sin. that he was told never to
confess to anyone. Under any circumstances.

Not even to a priest .

So, time aft r time, Greg did not tell .

He listened to the priest's response. He
made a mental note of his penance - a
couple of Hail Marys and Our Fathers - and
he received the priest's atesoltition and
blessing.

Sure enough, that would mean it was
Father Tom. Father Thomas Paul Adamson .

It was Father Tom who taught Greg the sin
that he was rot to mention -g it even was a
silt

So through those years, 1977 to 1979,
whenever he would go to confession, "even
to Father Tom Adamson, eat would never
come up. . . . Never:" said Greg .

pa

	

of the s

	

t
sin began to pile up n Greg's conscience
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the Kenneth Pierre, a pond
ycnolcgbtwhOusedtorue,
ulbvm Servlas Center

P

	

be Arcnd'wceed at
Si od

	

a a

	

mneapolm .

Pon of Per,. s we was to provde
psychological counselIng or PeO'
tan d Me miadry and. occaaimal-
ly panshmen .

In the tstidst 01 several tn0000eat'
Id attempts M contact Pierre, Janet
hodle tote call trut a vocandow
ne.P at. counseb at Garbs

pawn. Greg had opened to to the
unsNIN,PaulMngsmMir lard

tad lam about MB wma abase M
fad lettered at the bonds of Fete
Ton.

RingdnuMbpantodokintoMe
Grusher. He knee/ reg had viWm-

IBMOIMBwithaenualmust. Out
war/ere in his random, teed it been
rnantbned that Gns, If hand
be .. a dram .

'Something lentnght. Let me see
what can do.' Risgtmath told Ie-
ee shad said

Portion.'

	

'relumed Jawl one-
die's eel . She said hat rook nolw of
the Uarges e e made concerrlng
FeaerTOm and recommended 081
die wall the ercwlwese

	

wk to
WktBihapROdartCA=!

Can . whim .huh-IevNaMwtie-
hola m Me arcwdceae and a twin,
,a. a Archoawp John Roach,
M• most powMUt cleric b tare coin
diocese,

"I nought Mat was kind N a"-
..it because ft,'s MM o1

n

	

"
m

door. 'Jaet saCat the
opt

9
mnpeWulnhothatHowi

the hock be h as a pansh'Kmer. wA
theNabodAnd way. 'OK,hionop,
and there's rib priest and I hand

Into aes. and . . . I none it,, a,,on
thaughI

NAM=
Gre~. I didn't

mare the bishop woud eekeve us .'

Paul Rlngsmuth was not Inlimida4
ad . Allen urst seekwl adore loom a

that Janet RCedeOw

	

motionI do
and got 0 touch on several clergy
0 tee archdiocese. Among them
were Faster Pierre and Bishop
Carton,

oirgsttsrth,atthereqaent 01 Janet
Riedd. asked archdiocese ."will,
arms, eaaclt/ was Iuwwn shoal Fa-
therTom.Il 0 Pad been in trear-
ment Just what was going es

In a Wrier W Rlngsmulh, Pierre
wrote :

=N. wma Father Ads—
Mm . Riedle celled was

in February 0''N' . . . The treat-
cenbsed on his waoel ban--
1.-Z.ImaNoevNedbyhitown

wrwyrn

	

even his podem
andbyiapres re he wee.1a-vg

here aura animosities to do

"SWCe February 1981 Fatter
Ademson has seen or . Joseph
Gendrm, a Mimeepoht psychd-
vlsl end coesmWnt to us here al
ow Con ulowl nStrvcesCenter.
Falser Merman has aem him on a
gaures,

	

wbla

	

temainnance
endpreeennlloeteeaby.Tomy
bowbdge.FatherAdamscnnas
wen able to menage his pro blem
A. he smash ... of Do GhArdrori
we Wmbmlbg nit therapy ova

Maturity m 1tXL . .

Janet Rledb want ftom wing Von-
bled Io angry . Greg had tad her of
IM Paul, in 1984 et Me shoppng
mat when he claimed Father Tan

7
b7 W tone him to Me lest ome .

The pbadetkee 0a honenl .

Rhtgsmunform d r, was
eabshedMe,Forer

treacnentMd 0,5'We
-k-

I,

	

ll,

ANMbwp John Rbea, above, praised Fater Tom Adamson for NO edmiasbaeve eMW d mere, catty N his
day n arwe Teen GNA. By 1985 M dud asked tar Ad--'. removal,

No, because who, Youve ward caw
is that Father Mams .washeving
cawcl with Greg at the terse hone
he whom A lrwlment Program.
West days. warMy	mat He
"s to treatment ate still has

Mct?.'

toward lly Bishop Cmlson called
Janet RNma. Than Canon con
tested Father,Tom and asked! ha
to meetn ire Me ROSPAR. Chosen
also penned to meet with Greg's
wants acne sadn"Alwasse semi
wry m St . Paul. A con was set.

But before me Riedles meeting at
theardMkacw, nay had Ihar are
won Fewer Ton . Janet Rledle
awe a Pension Rabountand so
County Rd . E worm of DO. Paid lot

meeting.

"h leas mum John and I and Fever.

Secod at asree per .

ybob HIS. Wnte

Locked ug insde Me stone-walled

	

A IM

bwnCloehsallveann0°~iglu
nJONRi`

"I Iwught ors is k'uw of neat Like Me Md .-
es :' Grog sad.

r a lgea am he had begun
l-tnsonet seven . a. a result oa

real.
.
. a a lime gd end a Wrelery.He MMw betted men n broadcast Ad m e ree

.no w was in The Cast so wneeleve
anybodywked,hsueyedupMe Wrglary .

What), edni t ktovl t6 1B51 Mee le a Raboy'
amid d wmnuniwlbn Aside proton. and
dark .Vela don t Me long.

Adamsoe.' she said.

Janet cannon remember what see
ate or wee pate the this- But a-..

recall Nat, mmugnom0.

led mon' fae iew Pont he bad
lt

ever

	

.anythegtoGre9"

thawrqmereetawam,FalwrTom
hugger Janet NMIa, And see says
hewhupered .My

'Just you remember that l'rn eel a
weato y parses ."

''AM atMeePoint 0time cdecided
bop mMyas" and.

When Father Ton hogged Nor . she
cad, °n made mw ale. And when
w cad what w sad, p made me
angry

ft
bon real wines I Ns,

deaden l=inn man can nee inter.

"DON'T TELL ANYBODY.. .
, . .YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I"

Lawyer found priest had abused other youths
"I was ewer saved ante Merest area 1 gd

b IwmeMe No",
died -

they styd..Youu be

"I can blend. arty coves bloom.'

Indeed, t was neat Betee Na end or We
e a Idlow inmate world ambasn Geg

In 1 . slows. pump him m 0e Iwe And Week
NoRaw .

Outside are prison walls a Roman Callow

metalal no
numand
r "side dangers, butNO cadeer a d

orenMeMaeawwofSte ulendMews
t

abets had learned teal, ewes Yeah tartar . N

Syv~egadalnrbos~DostnpG977pWb
a

ested m Greg . That Pool was esty
crested d not gellkg Hurt him-

sall."

But Man JanetthoagM d FaO
T lee s mdter. a women the had

mat but a woman she same,
Nw knew.

'And I knew Ns names was rider .
n Poor person, and I knew.I

thought of his nether becau.I
knew how a amee eaa golrg to

Janet Giedle cred again whom are
now, cameto sled. She wanted to
keep teewg, bun words /seed her .

'T didn't INm h wand be Mis
herd.swsaid.

Mt day: TM Medee and death, at-W=1
Fame Tore

Adameee'e yes.

M leis Jaw laid Fates/Too centre lb visit
a St . Gold. The S-year ol "or and

the 0.ya.rcd inmate cad > let to trick about
"W waned me to cone tee Nm, and talk to
Nn, andgW hlm wepart :' Father Tom test,
A. M

noted

Greg remembers it dllrenwY . To him no
priest's nitas was the sense at theme .

"'GTYOtanybody,Vau'llgstmomCle,ave
.wmf .'TNI'sw etheseic'ma wndawur

w'to.Thereweehardan, M. . cad,H.ta d

Greg Nd begun fo milk about bw.its and
.P.A. NO dademage done Inl of
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Continued him, I .,. 4E

h,tsinl913plerthisWl~ aa sMO
told a rum" slaws scoot miscarv
duct i "Wong the priest and a
Rochester youth.

"I think I told him that mere was e
basis for 1(17* orsland met I
accepted ."Mrnei "by for are
wr none n . whatever, Father
7.m sainleninq m a meeang

or, Wood

as bra driven 10 RmftMr .
cWhom the

Father Ton sold. "Rams)
an should do sometMg.
kind of condoling, ale thst

he whom consult with alien as to
what I show do.'

A'
a titer meeting in 1973,

'Uidagreed 11.11 ather Tam would
again both seed,Tyca, wloat
the her vmrked With the Rochester
State Haspita : . Aft. FalferT em
allegedh asinvdredmYMamm

1.WnincientwMhasoy
m le

...
spnhg .119

mendeathatthe)==
py'in Hndlord At We nitrate of
Liang

Father Tansremdaneyagreed.des
baton tensing th Jun 1974 W his
IwPlnnm soy al HsrtiordH he be
yen noon Father Ilemeth PMre,
priest en psyholeglst wed

heeded

aft

GonsWlabn Servkea
Canal a,

9tPaul ale
an agency

orMMnpcasIM
Mehdo-

Throughout his stay at f msmWe
a1 Lining m HarMa'A m0 swam
0,1974 . Father TowcorespMbed
AM Bishop W . . Father deem
ale "hers.

In a Jun 27, '974 . beer to Waswe
hen insbe me in.. Father
Tom resoled that "the apmul

or heck oI lreedani weee onn ae .
TM Whom. I eve AIM roman a

pmbenf

"1 know Were can never bee bed-

We

reac

this

oI the prohm I hadthb
. r don( wantto b M e plea

Yka this again-neveei l abo M

neap,namII pen a e
rmrrence ale met says a W to

Father Tom had ban quit. hon-

b1ed=I,,$
by his eaprience M Hardad.

twiWonder of nitcaae1e
priest mends about his payowsea-

1

"DON'T TELL ANYBODY. . .

.1padems.butmoinsureut'
mspcnn9 parishioners informed .

"Tom WId relatives oft was giant
Over to school whenever he want
wgl"trcalmml : saidaeol

Father' Tom's wWngs. "One sister
saldake the H someone read ,o

she
lode

befter
. off What than his .

AM repealed pleas to b dis-
aarged hod the Hantwd Iadlity .
FamrTtmgdhiswizninAVdnt
1971 . HaNg been ahahed withlwant,tmed:hhetotes..
leaMMiso..1 Curran-
sai was "aghfy improved"

corn rec ommended to Bishop
walters that Father Torn cotistae
to seek therapy ad an ou,p.w.
beds .

MrresVlYngtohlspat-
WateInRo hnlerlnAu-
gust 5974, Father Tom be-
gan seei g FHner Pierre .

payrmokgbt M the Twin Caries .

'Mi. . eraoa" me East was
pakMUI In that 4 War so Mg and it
wastoregimemM."Firms wrote
MMsnotes ofAug .9R.1974 ." .

. •to locks eta he we antaltitahv hit
parts end Wttie Ha,mad eaperL
ales wes mmekM of prose-off on
thh'

Paa~Tand in Be~peenber, October
n Novembr 1974. Plane ore

ended that the pest "cotl(nes to

Althogh DebMeet 1971 began.

M was bpmk In hb RochesMar 'I
parbchh and paaassbt In therapy

dha11Menusl hi mr!
Ions came beds to faun her .

CbpFather
in scumwest

MMMTOm'tabate
mb had

War
ater

V.TYese
mertintheD

mngodras rspNsmmd.

- ee04s

	

the
young pest-who has Who ftone're
the ism/and=

1
calling

dp

	

beM
WYyBMcenWmRochester.

There, accordlngto areM his
hohn.ILecem0 apists e

N 11961.Father Tom, had UXUBI~
bsedthetheegnth-gradeboy .

gcmrangtoFatherTonsdepoah
boot .t econsetrhatiansh(pdid

Dneg efadee Mod behin Jeffrey Andersen, the atadfee aoo,My e
It". w o gutokty blame a Net darter 0. 1.", to with mk

not e d anti 1973-at whkh stilt
the yWh wee a grown man or-

Greg

aMnedintothepriesmpad .

Rledle'
a
s attorney . AMFrson.

hadleamMbotFateTomand
that

thes e After'st'spast OUImhig oat
quads Anderson ame dmn a

be bused as aby.
rAre head

TM aro he . wad depaed Mat de
11HMnw1MSleslanonroe

»wd Iroan My pbe rend. The
abwwmtoan

merview W rob slay on are ore
rib .hand noeMb0too= wes
ldentmed. Far that matte me men
We as barred up as Dan. and the

1 . 1274 On. answer In aw
drool Father Torn supnned m
Rochester. WMnMtoWdout
abous b M hand FwW Tam

he was so
an gry he warned to harm

Adamam,phyWaay .

A III. baba. Sitter Tamey
Trueman .reWMdinherdepcslton
Met wee came to the todrhlga
scssoIWho. theylldghton • t-
erday In late 1974.

"'Me was very arhgry . very angry.
And he tteraey sold tome, 'I sets

"DON'T TELL ANYBODY.. .
. . .YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I"

Secrets finally become matter of public record
ande add e's=off7ne hentI-mmy
had ha ps, and then he kap trying to do t' •

On the way alas take sae Tam aged athim
again, this tine grabu g INm around ae me.
ma an remhetg W hb geesfah .

After the hero had dressed. Tan bought Mete e
natppanlMnbeknimbacktothegas

.at a tree phi.
•

	

yafter gled/Bbffvlhar

The calf came in to the Mends H .4me peaks
slain at 7 p.m. an Atg .21 . 5977.

A patrolman h nwgborfg mWrGrove
Wright.

	

refayn Infmabn wan the pt-

2e ta znIMPebIbe MMnt Hesal&yearboyMtohhaOdat
bea

r
n
epat-

0

	

a
pecked t p MIaMMIg In St Paul Faek motley
•

	

nwasaMUIb9edyJaaedM4 IMdnvr .
The suspect waswdbanabou He wore
qd1dolMS.hMaanrpMNandrovea
Pymodth, eccamng to the ppaca retools .

HIS name was Tom.

Tan had picked up Meet MMMMg at "0
p.m . Asia .../glcopeasanVbsan
tetees, Tom sae he wa oven gomeg aer.

. ..YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I"

mpbaAFamerAdemmn7Tea.
man balled.

Aster the found out Wery M was m
rpry-DavecapLMed 0.MIIOVr

FaerTonehadsecuafyabused

WWnoonnaa pre following day and it
to

1. Blown Walrs cool the ac
a far . AM she die.

na ybgfEM mt eftem herTam/b
nobIMeM paste neat a week
M'e b a dud man:' she man ass
whop.

Acooe trg to hMMFllmpy, the
blnpiMn said than Father Tan

Onofha"M1estmen and
hadno ised sap o me mess
Veaenenlthat code b glen. Bur
he added than Father Tom was un-
ahe to conol hkneff.

SiserTMmanrMbaedthatthe
Carhop wes "natter repeat, nehher
anei eraaptae7"Mme
a.. although he...it

Later mat week, Denshhndoa
albd BIMICp Wabre en gave
had an Nbnatum: Enter remove
FMnarTembforeSea TembforeSeaM r

	

yoraf
tywem

	

gonv

dive to Rochestsc. walk up to the
Indium during Father Tom's per-
man and make public phik.--
ad, et his abuse .

On the eve at that Sunday In late
1974. Father Tom resigned hb du-

terSXesoe pMnIOnIrwas ins
going to the Twin

GW-:"

pursue

M'wlrlnedasoabn at era Unh

Father Tan did go to the TWO Gl-
•

	

and enroll m classes at a .
Univrsity o Mines

z==
.I to those Father Tote to moom

andeWinter ate perish In St P .O.
Father To. Wheat Me prow. 0 the
dMmbss.Cpintln0InJersary

5975, wave he slat-ewd . Ma e
would b 1 0 .1 betas the p.St
wound return W his soanadl ceee.

he deposit

	

I
leer that BlsnopJdm

Ro
boom

sacheMho
IM

was soon to
ofbirds pAs

the Arcnbase of St
.
Pad

e

AMP
Mimeapdis.stew Adammn we,, that Waters Mdta d
Roam mar Father Ton wu 'a vk'
dm of a situation in Wlncna:' ale
mat because of met aHUaao . Fe .
thrTos was seakng Father Pierre

-wee FackMgbt
newtby .For .,

SW just what had wears told
Roach, or War told who able Father
Tony

Nether Roach nor Welters waved
agree to be InWwewed la me
story . Howevr, m ad, of me arch-•

	

z=OtoawmMMnM sey
ianly . .trklCourt . estates hat
M 1979, "Arthdehop Roads tder-
stdod the, allegaaan 0

.
hoenorea-

t
Ade

co
mson
nd

.
o had been

a egahle aaolWely dad no re-

am
r.,.

hocnucthadW
afts Who India.

wen guestoned in he deponbn,
Father Tom had M esauiad
Poach knew,

	

aonMINn
yo=s.
p abwd Ms

nlWbsbtlpn of

Father Tom made that ..P.
beausebnadresgcediroen

vofthetppheatSttle
oloas

ms 'or the
that "M . and kpsl

eman =yYg% .

W )I Fa1MrTomteWMd ."I
lust net Met her had to have tame
awarenss That theta ware same

one asked n tae boy wanted to caddy.

taMplnfe nM rime h wlMheld because he~• e p,renli) said M would . Tree Mo madew
emrllstorenezvousstagesslalhn

u V,

	

en reer the boy's home is
offer 0.rave He

Her
ghts.

had, posed me .0backuund'W0

	

as agreed .

After Man, Tom suggested dal the two goo
Out a Cake W a sandwich. Then Tern din
Mme MandMtMa Comlry phi down the road
andlntedMlkemtolhe moon.

' We tuffm mane bra couple of minutes, ale
thanwaweMCWtoths ,tenwewent
IMG ides eon:' take said . according to e
~eepnlhe law thava me Mandate Rupee
p1cc,"Me rare Where . . . and hatred grab

stators .

Mao Maw number atoatheInMenoan
she sawed the pYn.w o eked Mike to u9
me/nltheheaNhemTomagab .

TMeeday ts.

	

amased .
a s

d to
pee regent

Mike
Mete ale Tom arrange

anot ergot admg or 4:30 p.n .

ADAMSON Canlhsad an liege AS

pcMlems, Cut he never dlscased
thalwffli me M airy sees."
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are TM== nIndre

tfte ngtheUniheetK',•W
MlnnesW, as plannn. B W

men were nonsthktion Wlan
bn,andthenagmuiiRanen
CathoscsIntheMChdacesehuff,c
inkling01t eabumMJdents,

Force nest year, untilon=ion

.y-an ha nsgaarfycontacted
his b sh
WmbnaDioaem.

op able rhmgng to the

limeahrgme . WalMSdenidthe
request- even

	

underwhen by atoned a Inter It.
Pen that endorsed a.

On Ihee occaslan . Bshop WmsR
wdo nl mrestM cg
1=101.6. 1

Fatlernansionhasasmode,
mustNmaddmallemc na'Ined
that tiedauysennbegintoep
a afe to Mers 01 pops In

at least lyeM. MW
ac ross l.eMkedkpaewbaW

onlgoverreflyheeny arsppnand

eheW theoeadStyd aeadaMo .
Obviuslyt eenwMln toyoo

hav
ln

nMbela e, yp wpul'd ony e to
ebuygetllro,ghthepivW res-
skss Fee had with heal-haan

mew)haec~mrsbd mover theof come M Die prcobnw o
i~ toho,"

5strab b pointed oatthalb INs
1MdepashbnIn¶9B9.Walbrsds
SadapdtoknwbdgsoFather
Tom'esnblabuseotboysdtt g

mvww
asanl'eb~ to

heamhokan and bwa
eh'

dered prt rob
; heespblnedmasthe¢li

meat wasmederegMlnganlncL
Mhos e myw s setterwhen
Winners waa phidpet M a high
heoInDWpae .bw'a .

Few, PierreFInJ.offMet at.
he was rimed associate peso
St. Tbmas AgINhes hr St. NO
Pak .

AAyyear RederTom'sasarboys .

visas..:
TueWry:

the
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