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- Psychological Evaluation

-Snbjact's Name:  Rev. anklyn Becker
Dates of Testing:  Febmary 5 - 8, 1996

.. Instroments Administered:

-Chuical Toterview; Shipley Tstitute of Living Seale; Bdwards Personal Prefexence Schedule;
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, Rovised (MMPE2); Millon Chinical Multisxial
Taventory, Revised (MCMIIY); Rorschach Inkblot Technique,

“utroduction:

Fr. Franklyn Becker_is 2 fifty-eight year-old white male diocesan priest from the Archdiocese of
Milwavkee who was referred for the present.assessment because of concerns about bis:history of
sexoal behavior with minors. Decumentation accompanying this referral sugpested that Frankiyn
has a Jengthy history of such fncidents spanuimg a period of twenty years. He dended frank sexual
mvolvement ‘with minor chifd:eﬂ; he did acknowledge episodic sexual contact with adults.

. .7;} With reference 10 his sexual history, Franklyn xepoxted that he was "the best Eitle boy m the
' viodd” as a-child and that he never mtended throughout his e to have sex with anyope, He
repoxted some minox sex play as a child with a neighbor gil’ He also reported playing strip poker
‘with ks older brother, mn activity which be found sexmally arousing.  Franklyn admitted to a
* homosemal orientation. He acknowledged 2 mamber of attractions over the years, beginning in
his semimary days  He repoxted one mcident of xape by 2 dmoken prest in 1969. He also
admitted being, seduced by sevéral other’ adult men. “He indicated that his fmvolvement with
teenagesrs was patemat and that he wovld mmifest signs of affection to them at times. He showed
" Iitlle awareness of the possble fmpact of kis specific bebavior in this regard. Franklyn denjed.
I semal Bntagies of children. - N . . -

T L.
LN LT

A previous assessment performed in 1983 by Psychological Associates was 1eviewed in the
course of this assessment. That xeport incinded a diagrosis of Pedophibia, al!hoilgh Franklyn -
& ~ consistently denjed such mvolversent.. He did adwit that be may be an ephebophile. He
mimtmized bs physical comtact with minors, despite the fact that allegations have persisted over
the years and that he was on Huvited ministry as a result of those charges, As il benoted later in. -
this zeport, it is Ekely that Franklyn's awareness of the ndture and impact of his sexual activity is
markedly circamseribed. Fis sexual bistory, however, is not suggestive of iixated_?cdophilia 50-

- mmch asit is of polymorphous homosexnzlity, - :
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Tt is also nolé:wéﬂhy that anﬁk]yn‘s owa appreciation. of his- Hfe contalns some significant
meonsistencies. On both the written matexial be prepared for this evaloation, as well as in direct
© interview, he chited that he had been celibate all of ks life, despite the fact that be later
- acknowledged 2 sexnal mvolvement. When pressed about this, he indicated that the reference to
- - his mamtenmmee ef celibacy meant that he had never had intercousse with anyone. This is a
' E . pecoliar respense in the Bight of his bistory; however, it appears emblematic of 2 more badgic issne
i Frankiyn's ife sround telling the truth,-as will be noted later in this report.

- Cognitive Functioning:

The Shipley Institate of Living Scale is a cognitive screening device designed to ‘provide an
estimate of overall ntellectual ability as well 2s an index of possible mpainnent of ftellective
. fomction secondary to Drgammty o to newropsychological impaiment. Accerding to these data,
Franklyi is corrently fimctioning in the High Avexage range of intelligence. There was some
dimiontion of his cognitive ability, probably secondary to amdety expexienced on this assesement,
It is noteworthy that these resolts axe lower than fhat obtained in 2 more extengive intellectnal test

battery piven. m 1983. However these differences ave Bkely to be atirbutable to mcreasmg age
and amxiety.

‘ ) Pexsonality Emctioniﬁg:

The Edward's Pexsopal Preference Schedule is a forced-choice fnstrument designed to elicit those
prefexences which govemn a person’s day-to-day patterss of Tesponding. Accan'ﬁug to these data,
Franklyn's highest-felt necds revolve aronnd Nurturance, Change, - Affiliation, Achieverncat, and
Succorance. These data suggest that Frankiyn tends t6 bé preoccopied with issnes of care and
attemmn_ He destribes hivoself ag-a peason’who is willing to accord nvrturance, sympathy, care,

, - and compasgion-to others; he also destaibes himself as a person who Jongs for these things in

L4 . retumn, even though his possibifities for flfillment of such meeds are fimited, ¥ is hkely that
o Franklyn's needs for affection obsoure his view of what transpires i relationships when he
expexiences warmth, and impact his behavior in ways over which he has only nominal awarencss.
The high change score saggests that Franklyn valoes engaging in new and different behaviors,
The bigh affiliation, score suggests that e places 2 very Bigh valie on his bonds to Jaxger social
groups of which he s a paxt and may see hiraself s 2 very loyal pesson. Finally, the high
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achievement score suggests that Franklyn is the type of person who Bkes to take on challerging, -

“tasks and who places a very high valve on the completion of duties. Tt is noteworthy that the
congistency score om fhis fnstroment was lower than js degrable, suggesting some lack of
awarencss on Franklyn's part rif,gar&ing the actual nature of his preferential style.

The MMPL-2 profile produced by this subject was valid.

The MMPE2 chinical profile itself was within nomal limits. Howeves, these data suggest that
Franklyn is Hkely to exbibif certain personality features which xake him react maladaptively noder
conditions of stress. Such features include chwonic dissatisfaction with Efe, emotional imimaturity,
feelings of inadequacy, and a tendency toward Jow selfcontrol  Pexsons wilh sinailar but more
elevated profiles are generally prone to acting ont and expenience significant Gastration with
" themselves and théir own accomplishments. Franklyn may cxhibit httle respect for societal
standards 2nd way often find Jimself in conflict with them. He has the abifity to create a positive
. ) fixst jmpression but he is prone to manipulating others. Benesth a public selfpresentation of
' competeace, Franklyn is likely to be introverted, self conscions, and passive-dependent.

Subscale analysis snppests that Franklyn's ego strength is within the normal mange, predictiog
satisfactory copimg in most day-to-day situations. It is noteworthy that he obtamed stgmificant
elevations on the Repression subscale, suggesting that the extent to which he has submerged
. wnacceptable impulses is high He also obtained an elevated score on the Najvete subsecale,
" . soggesting that Franklyn's expectations arownd people may be inconsistent with his. ntelligence
"" and level of education. - - . . .

The MCMEXA profile produt;ed by this sobject was valid, ailhmigh Franklyn's response style
. reflects a well established need for social approval and/or a general naivete about psychologicat
: - xoatfers. : . : '

The MCMLIIL ohiical profile foonses on those eadusing personality chiaracteristics which wnderkie
whatever difficolties a person may be having, This chnical profile suggests that Franklyn tends 1o .
dzwpen bis emotions and desires to rednce his sivrieties and mistrast of others, features of his

. - expegience which arc pervasive in his kife. His behavior may be typified by shyness, discomfort,
and awkwardness in social sitwations. This may stem in part from a tendency to think poorly of
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himself mmd his abiliies. His social awkwardness may also reflect a Ionge:slandmg effort 1o keep

- people at a distance. Being emotionally sensitive and easily upset, he may have learned that he

will experience diffculiies with ofhers, and he may especially anticipate frequent rejection. For
these xeasons, he may remain hesitant about being sociable and extending himsedf to others. This
appears tobe a problem that spreads from one sciting to another. Past desifes for closeness and
affection may now be self-protectively demied. Easily hurt by criticism of others, Franklyn. may

. avoid social encounters and give m guickly to the wishes of those who act mwore assextively.
" Having few xelationships, he may pursue his activities entirely alone. He may persistently be

concexned with social rebuff and continee to anticipate rejection. Thexe is a tendency, thexefors,
to become isolated from everyday relationships, with much time spent in daydreaming rather than
being myolved with people.

'Ihzse. data forther sopgest that Fraoklyn's selfimage appears to be one of beimg weak,
wnmasculme; and meffective, althongh he may not readily admit these perceptions. M iz also hkcly

~that he will view cxdinery respongbiltics and stresses as. excessively demmdimg. Moodiness

charactenized by feaxfoloess and anxiety may also occur with some fiequency. Ja addition, he is
Ekely to xeport fatigne, 2 low level of enexgy, mnd persistent petiods of moderate anxiety and -
depression.  Not particularly trustful of others nor inclined to take the intative about thngs,
Franklyn is not Bkely to o ont of his way to report emotional problems. Although ke is not
indifferent to signs of distress and disillesionment,” his charactexistic social hesitation and

) fearfolness may result i delays i voichg complamts His mood disharmony may well be hidden

‘and reported mostly by ofhers rather than by hizoself The establishument of 2 sense of safety and
¥appoxt will be a challenging but necessary part of treatment cﬂ'ona

The Rorschach data suggest that ann]:lyn is a man of some constitotional strength, Fos
psychological controls tend to be similar to ﬂxose of most people; that is, he is not likely to act
npulsively wmless stress is unusvally pmlonged or severe. Most of his decisions are Lkely to be
the yesult of deliberation on his paxt.  This does not mean that such decisions will be adaptive.
These data fosther suggests that the impact of Franklyn's emotions are inconsistent in how they
influence s thinking, problem- solving, and decision-making behaviors. He is-valerable to being
overly influenced by emotions when !hey become intense xnd can caslly get cacried away. Thege
data saggest that he isin considerable distyess at present, Jargely because of a teadency on his part
to hold in feelings be would rather BXpTESS openly. When it comes to exprcsmnghxsfeehngs,
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Frhn](iyn tends to be sigrificantly more over-controlled tham most people. This finding suggests s .
marked fearfolness on his part of being involved in intense affective displays. Finally, these data
suggest that Frankdyn is often confised by exsotion and that he may feel positive and negative
feehngs i response to a given sitmation. It may be hard for him to bring c]osun: to emotional -
situations

At the core of these concerms is 2 man who tends not to be very mtrospective and who appears to
be less mvolved with self-awareness. As a resol, Franklyn's selfhmage is based ag ouch a3 on
how he would like 1o see hinaself rather than wpon bis actual experience. This finding suggests a

-lack of saturity and inchides distorted notions of the self These features of Franklyn's Bfe. appear

to have-their roots in his faudy of origin, which was characterized by pxoncmnceﬁ deﬁc}ts i
parental structires, as discussed in the enclosed psychosomal Teport.

Tnterpersomally, Franklyn prefers a passive but not nevessarily submissive role in his relationships
with others. He tends to avoid responsibility for decision making and is. less Tkely than most
people to search for new sohrtions to problems. In that he is 2 rather negative person, these data
supgest that be islikely to exhibit. passive-aggressive behavior. He tentls to see himself as a victim
of external factoss, inchiding kis own. sexnal orientation, the docirises and attitndes of the chmrch,
and his diminished reputation among the clergy in the diocese. While he has typical needs for
closeness with othexs and-is possessed-of an average dnterest in bemg with them, he tends not o
anhc:pate positive inferactions among people rouhne]y, laxgely because of his pmasrve mistogt.

The Rexschach also Sexcens for a mumber of cogzm:ve featores thch -Jmpact. a pezson’s
adaptationat siyle, These data supgest that Franklyn Jacks 2 marked stylistic approach to pmblem

" solving or decision making. 'This lack of conszstmcymkwhnnwhmablc to errers i judgment,

and he may have a haxd time ardving at a firm decision. Itmyalsotakehnnmoretmeto come
to decisions than most people These data also suggest xigidity in the ways in which Franklyn

- thinks about jssues and valnes i in bis ife. 1t is Bkely to require considerable enerpy for him to

modify bis characteristic attitndes. He s possessed of an average: willingness to process the
complexity of new stizmwius fields and also has a posmve: motvahon to dealthh new nformation

. eﬁ'ec:uvely
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The q;!a]ity of his information processieg is satisfclory; his appmz;ch to processing, however, is
Yikely to be fwegolar st times. ~Two featmres which play a prominent role in the difficulties
expexienced by this man are his tendency to translate his expericnce  highly-personalized terms
and his tendency 1o rely excessively wpon fantasy as a defense. Hhis ddiosynerstic approach to
mtexpreting his experience way lead others Lo see kit as out of step ‘With his euvironment, or even
as ecceniric or deviant. His tendency to 1ely on fantasy as 2 way of dealing with the world

~ - - aoarkedly dicinishes his ability to face the extent of actval probless in bis life. 1 also fosers a
self-imposed sense of belplessuess because of the maphmt assamption that external forces will
remediafe s personal difficnlties.

‘Conchasion:

" Fr. Franklyn Becker is a fifty-eight year-old white male Catholic priest who is currently’
experiencing distress.  Avaflable data soggests that Fraoklyn is a naive, fightesed man, who
sl shows little fnsight feto his owa psychological and emotional fanclioniag, despite his high level of
mtelligence. His misconception of hinsel is well fixed and will Bkely be-difficult to change. If
treatment s considered, consideration should be given to the safety of a facility; 2 residential
- facilkity would be usefid m this regaxd. Treatwent would best proceed with mitial confiontations
abont the objective nature of Frauklyn's bebavior with others, especially with reinor childzen.
o These effoxts will be significant with respect to Franklyn's ability to develop 2 more realistic
. appréciation of the fmpact of his behavior on others. Work.in the area of developing Franklyo's
"-capacity for eoopathy will also be significont. As he increases m sach awareness, he will also
N _ xequize basic social skils training, including ways to. handle bis emotions; the development of
o ) . basic conmmmication skills, and increased awareness of his actwal versus fimtasized needs as an
o . adult male. Simply pot, Franklyn does not recoguize bis bebavior for what it is. He denies the
- ) role of power and the role of his own sexnal strivings in his interactions with those to whom he is
, " drawn or ofkerwise attracted. He tends to sce himself as victinized by the actions of others and -
#4 takes Jittle Icsgonsﬁvihty for his own sexpal heaith. His mistrust of himself and his own emotional
" ¥fe plays into this. He exhibits a tendency to be mampnlatxve and is pione to prevarication; part
of this seems to dexive fromi the primitive denial evideniced by this man, who has difficulty -
tolerating the tnuh about how he in fact fimctions: He clearly prefers to see himself as 2 gifted
- and speciad person who has been faithful to.bis promises, despite his record. Given the current
state of affais, Franklyn resains volnezable to acting out in the fufure, especially ashe becomes .
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clese to othersin relationship.
Avother major issoe in consideration of the disposition for trestment js the issne of Franklyn's

motivation. His current level of denial leads him to be more satisfied with himself than
circaostances warrant, and it may be necessary to bring extemal pressurw fo bear to asslst]nm m

. increasing his Ievel of motivation.

espectiidly submdtted,

Paul M. Midden, PA.D., _
Clinical Director ' ) . ’ : o
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