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STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania met with Mr.
Ralph E. White, Jr., of Philadelphia, a former member of the Episcopal Church in this Diocese, on
January 7, 2008; and

WHEREAS, Mr. White presented to the Standing Committee a horrific story of physical and
sexnal abuse and exploitation that he suffered as a child and young adult at the hands of a Priest of the
Episcopal Church in this Diocese beginning when he was about 12 years old, the likes of which are so
despicable as to be almost beyond comprehension, particularly when perpetrated by a member of the
clergy; and

WHEREAS, Mr. White provided the Standing Committee with a narrative of his abuse which
has caused him a lifetime of pain, physical, mental, emotional and spiritual; and

WHEREAS, Mr. White presented to the Standing Committee numerous documents which the
Standing Committee finds to be clear and convincing evidence substantiating the statements contained
in his narrative; and

WHEREAS, the Episcopal Church has failed to address adequately the terrible injuries and
injustice suffered by Mr. White at the hands of an Episcopal Priest now more than sixty (60) years ago;
and

WHEREAS, Standing Committee desires to make this tragedy public and to offer a public
apology to Mr. White for the pain he has suffered both by the acts of a Priest and by the failure of the
Episcopal Church to provide adequate care to him;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Standing Committee, acting as the
Ecclesiastical Authority for the Diocese of Pennsylvania, finds that Mr. Ralph E. White, Jr., of
Philadelphia, suffered horrific physical and sexual abuse and exploitation at the hands of an Episcopal
Priest of this Diocese more than 60 years ago; that such behavior toward any human being, much less
a child, is morally and theologically reprehensible and a clear violation of the mission and message of
redemption entrusted to the Church; and that the Church has failed to address adeguately the terrible
injuries and injustice suffered by Mr. White; and be it further

RESOLVED that the members of the Standing Committee, acting both individually and
collectively as the Ecclesiastical Authority for the Diocese of Pennsylvania, on behalf of the Episcopal
Church, hereby express concern for Mr. White, who is, and always has been, a loved child of God and
extend a most sincere apology to Mr. White for the pain he has suffered both by the acts of an Episcopal
Priest and by the failure of the Episcopal Church to provide adequate care to him; and be it further



RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be published on the official website of the
Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania along with Mr. White’s narrative; and that a copy of this Resolution
be given to Mr. White.

Adopted January 22, 2008

President

Secretary



W.E_I&T THR CIERGY SEXUAL ABUSE OF THE REVe DRo, GIB3SON BELL DID TO ¥R ¥ Ralph ®, White
March 1998

The Reve .Dro Gi‘bsgn Bell al_:r_!:ered my life when I was about twelve years eld and at
first_"' at gome level —= I _though'b that I would get spme of my neceds get as murturing,
caring, protection and walidatiem for livinge And freedamn from fear, urworthiness end
almest tetal rejestien that I received frem my parents., This at first made me feel
good and I hpped e seme level te get theme At first, when Dre Bell showed some per™
sonal interest in me, I thought that I%d f£inally get from hém hém what I hadntt Lfrom
my parents, espeoislly since he was our priest and an important person to my family,
highly esteemed with trust from both the Church and our Cenmmitye I very soon found
that there was 8 very great priee I started paylng for this attemtion that I was re™
ceiving, He started teo molest me sexually. Tt got to the point where I felt that I
oould not dtop him from using my Bedy = and tHat even my body was not minee It all
mde me fesl as: if I was in & very deep 'E;uni‘t'elftrap from which I éould see no escape =
at least until I was of age or in gongiay able teo ledve my parentsthomeo This treatment
theroughly confused me beciuse at somo 1ével T knew this was not soimething that I could
possibly be open about/share with ariyones ~In essence, it made me abljomed of whe I WaSe
I recoived the unspeken messagie that thisbeminl abuss er punishment was coning from Gody
thiough His representative, meaning that I deserved this, I came to thisbonclusion
logically since all the ether children in ny neighberheoed I could sea/have ceontact with
were well treated/did not seem to have a 1ife of extreme stress constantly as I dide
Dr, Bell, it was said, had "a: way with boyse" He 1iterally relieved my parents of a)l
moral responsibility for their sems Dre Bell got further inte their goed graces by
helping them & great desl to get me inte.priwte boarding schools end summer esmpss He
had even been given & key to our hems, This act made me feel even mors that I could
net even get away from him where I 1ived/that there was uo eseapee

T came o ‘the conclusien thut ths constant stress andpunishment I hed so often in se
many ways was deserved afpd I felt I was bad, ‘I game to ‘this conelusien but & very few
years ago ws I was abls to put the pieoces together — finally with adaquate professienal
help ~ that I had buried ms & 6hild in order to keep my sanity. He approached me as &
prieste Ifwas always subtly conveyed that his powsr lay in his office &s & priest in .
the Church, And he used ites S§ivce beth my perents and our Priest were s0 highly re®=
speeted in the Community I felt thet T must have deserved all this pain and confusione
gince this man's authority came frem God then I felt timt He teo mist epproves

My enger is greeter bectuse I wag ebused by my femily's clerle. I Was dameged Ie
overy ares possitles emotifnally, verbelly, “physieally, sexunlly, end spirituallys

sirce my abuses sterted se yowig end contimed until I wes twenty yeers eld, and there
wes simply NO help aweilshle until I was 58 years old, very little more can now EE done
t6 essist my recovery and live a noriia) 1ife = in & healthy snd meeningful weye The
amoimt of anger that this his left me #ith hes extended to the medieal profession ard
geversl times I heve not been eble to receive needed medlcel help because of thime It
1eft me with an ipordinste emount of anger = however justified = so much so, that it has
alienmated me from almest all people, all my lifee Tlsaused me to have te live alene all
of my life, simply beceause no one wants to be around an angry Persens The bbuse left me
with an inability to trust, since I was literelly nurtured on DIStrust by my fanily
priest, As & child, I had ne one o go tes I grew up not kmowing one protective adult
and so my logical conclusion was that ro ‘one Gareds that there wis no safety opbrotection
in the werlde The combinmtlon of emotional deprivation at home and sexual abuse by the
Priest, later collusioh with the frdest by my mother, left mé VERY seldom eble to love
and ebout incapeble of trustinge This lifetime bf living alone and socinl lselation has

definitely and profoundly effected my physical heelth, meinly my heerte



WEAT THR CLERGY SEETAL ABUSE OF THE REV. DR. GIBSON BEIL DID T0 ME: * Relph Eo hite
(continued )

I %016 Dre Bell that I would expose this abusee He then had me incarcersted in
the Montgomery County Prison for the simmer snd then he obteined 8 cowrt commitwent
indefinitely to & State Asylum = Norristhwno This destroyed my credibility for years
and caused me directly to locse at least two jobse 1 had = in easence = been glven a
records who would ever believe somecne who hed been in & mental hospitele While there
I received 70 insulin shock trestments, that were net enl]y unnecessary, but dengereus,
baving a high mortality retee I wes 6lso thréatoned with e lobotomye I was there fer
a year and was enly releassd by having friends secure an attorney who engaged twe psych™
istrusts and going to court on a writ of hebaeus corpuse In ell of the year that I was
imprisoned I had the deily fesr of being hurt by ether disturbed immates and & long
range fear of wondering if I would ever be free againe #nd of course, during the in™
sulin shock +treaitments each %ime I would wonder if I would swaken — liveo

mtil I received adaduate profegsienal help for the first time = my central dlffiie=
ulty being dddressed ™ in 1986 I never knew what it was that ceused me to leose almost
all of my jebs, ke evicted from most pleces where I lived, end later being dismiesed
from almost all volunteer works It wds the anger that I hads the principal residual
from the abuse and batierihpgse My mothei on desth in 1958, seven year s after my fath™
erts, left her entire estate — real. persomal, ‘amd mixed ~ to Dre Bell, with ne re~
strictions whatsoever: acocounting, bord, or inventerye This meant thet I had to pay
to get out of the institution where he had me comnitied in 1647 indefinitelyes This made
me even more ajigry and with Dr, Bell being the scle bensficisry end executor made me
feel that to my mother I did nét evén exist,” Her deith was seven yeers after I was re™
1essed Prom the State Hospitale Dre Bell was an object of my motherts devetion end he
was close to her until her deathe

A & victim of injustice and opression I lost my sense of worth es a person, my dig*™
nity, espeaially so since this treetment came from my Priest/the Churche Principally
due to time, very early onset, the amount, in every ares, and severity of ‘the demage
in my case  restorative justice, which is focused on restéring the personheood that is
damaged or lost, is net possibles " fiestoring that sense of self means restoring memory =
s recognitien of what happened to me heppereds I have not been Oresye something ser=
jously evil bappened to mee I &m mow = minly because of the medin in the past 15
years = at least publically vilidetede This acknowledgement is orucial if healing is
to go on and if thé undercurrents of conflict are net 4o be left slmmeringe

Any childhood sexuel gbige always léeves one with seme life~long very sericus re™
giduals, thét never go awey by themselves, and no oné can recover alonece It is per™
haps the cruelest, most baffling of ‘haman experiencese It is a betrayal of the most
basic trust between a child and prieste It is emotionally devestatings The young
vickims are tetally dependent on thelr ‘agrenEors, 50 they heve no where to rurne Pro"‘_
tecters becoms persecutors, apd reality becomes & p;-igalr; Qf dirjl:y seorette Incesi; bel
trays the very hesrt of childhoed = its innetencee The sexusl violation is & geruinely
evil acte Priests, ne matter how toxic, have & mnppnrly on power and orgdi‘b:.li'by.

What I was left with was constant emotionel pein; tl}erefgre, I r_gasoned tha-bu god waIs
punishing me since this trentment/puni shnent wes coming from His represents. dve.d L
further ressoned that I must be cemmiting & sin of such megnitufe that I woz ;re

God could and would forgive mee I proved an nltimate and most visble targec 1er :ng,

Prjest, Dro Bell: 1 wes young, male, valpersble, and helplesse _



