
   

 

Final Decisions for the Southern Pastoral Region 
 

CLUSTER # 1 – the parishes of Gate of Heaven, Dallas; Our Lady of Victory, Harvey’s 
Lake; St. Therese, Shavertown; St. Frances X. Cabrini, Carverton; Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, Lake Silkworth: 

• The creation of a Partnership among Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Lake Silkworth and the 
linked/consolidated parishes of the cluster. Fiscal viability of Our Lady of Mount Carmel will be 
evaluated annually. If it is unable to remain fiscally stable it will be linked to Gate of Heaven, 
Dallas.  

• St. Therese, Shavertown and St. Frances X. Cabrini, Carverton will consolidate no later than 
July 2011 at the St. Therese site. There will be an additional worship site at St. Frances X. Cabrini 
(one Mass per weekend and occasional use for weddings and funerals) which will be reviewed in 
two years based on geography, attendance, fiscal realities and the availability of priests. The 
Mission Church of Blessed Sacrament, Centermoreland will close no later than July 2009. 

• Gate of Heaven, Dallas and Our Lady of Victory, Harvey’s Lake will link no later than July 2009 
working toward consolidation no later than July 2011 at the Gate of Heaven site. There will be an 
additional worship site at Our Lady of Victory (Masses as needed on weekends and occasional use 
for weddings and funerals) which will be reviewed in two years based on geography, attendance, 
fiscal realities and the availability of priests. 

 
CLUSTER #2 – the parishes of Holy Family, Luzerne; St. Ignatius, Kingston; Holy 
Name/St. Mary, Swoyersville; Holy Trinity, Swoyersville; St. Mary 
Annunciation, Kingston: 

• St. Ignatius, Kingston and St. Mary Annunciation, Kingston, will consolidate no later than 
July 2010 at the St. Ignatius site. St. Mary Annunciation should consolidate with St. Ignatius as 
soon as possible given the parish debt which will only increase the longer it takes the parish to 
consolidate. St. Mary Annunciation Church building will close no later than July 2010. St. Ann 
Chapel can continue to be an additional worship site (Masses as needed on weekends and 
occasional use for weddings and funerals) but this will be reviewed after two years, based on 
geography, attendance, fiscal realities and the availability of priests. 

• Holy Name/St. Mary of Czestochowa, Swoyersville and Holy Trinity, Swoyersville will link no 
later than July 2009 leading to consolidation no later than July 2012 at the Holy Trinity site. St. 
Mary of Czestochowa Church building will close no later than 2012. 

• The creation of a Partnership among Holy Family, Luzerne, the consolidated parish in Kingston 
and the consolidated parish in Swoyersville.  

 

CLUSTER # 3 – the parishes of Holy Rosary, Wilkes-Barre; Maternity BVM, Wilkes-
-Barre; St. Patrick, Wilkes-Barre; St. Boniface, Wilkes-Barre; Holy Trinity, Wilkes-
-Barre; St. Joseph, Wilkes-Barre Township:  



   

 

• Maternity of the BVM, Wilkes-Barre, Holy Trinity, Wilkes-Barre, and St. Joseph, Wilkes-
Barre Township will consolidate no later than July 2010 at the Maternity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary site. Holy Trinity and St. Joseph Church buildings will close no later than July 2010.  

• St. Patrick, Wilkes-Barre, St. Boniface, Wilkes-Barre and Holy Rosary, Wilkes-Barre will 
consolidate no later than July 2010 at the St. Patrick site. Both the Holy Rosary Church building 
and St. Boniface Church building will close no later than July 2010.  

 

CLUSTER # 4 – the parishes of St. Nicholas, Wilkes-Barre; St. Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception, Wilkes-Barre; St. Joseph (Slovak), Wilkes-Barre; St. Aloysius, Wilkes-Barre; 
St. Casimir, Wilkes-Barre (Lyndwood); St. Therese, Wilkes-Barre; Exaltation Holy 
Cross, Hanover Twp. (Buttonwood): 

• The creation of a Partnership between St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Wilkes-Barre and 
St. Nicholas, Wilkes-Barre effective July 2009. Hispanic Ministry is to be located at St. Nicholas 
no later than July 2009. 

• St. Joseph, Wilkes-Barre, St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Wilkes-Barre, and St. Therese, 
Wilkes-Barre will consolidate no later than July 2011 at the St. Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception site. Both the St. Joseph Church building and the St. Therese Church building will 
close no later than July 2011. 

• St. Aloysius, Wilkes-Barre and St. Casimir, Wilkes-Barre (Lyndwood) will consolidate no later 
than July 2011 at the St. Aloysius site, pending a meeting with the Diocesan Director of Finance, 
the Diocesan Facilities Manager and the Director of Called to Holiness and Mission to determine 
the financial cost for renovation of St. Aloysius. If the renovation cost of St. Aloysius is acceptable, 
St. Casimir Church building will close no later than July 2011. 

• The creation of a Partnership among all the parishes no later than July 2009. 
• St. Aloysius, Wilkes-Barre and Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Hanover Township will link no later 

than July 2009. 
 

CLUSTER # 5 – the parishes of Blessed Sacrament, Wilkes-Barre; 
St. Francis, Wilkes-Barre; St. John the Baptist, Wilkes-Barre; 
St. Dominic, Wilkes-Barre: 

• St. Francis of Assisi, Wilkes-Barre, St. John the Baptist, Wilkes-Barre, Blessed Sacrament, Wilkes-
Barre, and St. Dominic, Wilkes-Barre will consolidate no later than July 2010 at the St. Dominic 
site. The Church buildings of St. John the Baptist, St. Francis of Assisi, and Blessed Sacrament will 
close no later than July 2010. 

 
CLUSTER # 6 – the parishes of Sacred Heart of Jesus/St. John the 
Evangelist, Wilkes-Barre; St. Stanislaus Kostka, Wilkes-Barre; 
Holy Saviour, Wilkes-Barre: 

• Sacred Heart of Jesus/St. John the Evangelist, Wilkes-Barre, St. Stanislaus Kostka, Wilkes-Barre 
and Holy Saviour, Wilkes-Barre will consolidate no later than July 2010 at the St. Stanislaus site. 
There will be an additional worship site (Masses as needed per weekend and occasional use for 
weddings and funerals) at Holy Saviour which will be reviewed after two years, based on 
geography, attendance, fiscal realities and the availability of priests. Sacred Heart of Jesus /St. John 



   

 

the Evangelist Church building and the Mission Church of St. Christopher, Bear Creek Township 
will close no later than July 2010. 

 
CLUSTER # 7 – the parishes of Our Lady Help Christians, Dorrance; St. Jude, Mountain 
Top; St. Patrick, White Haven: 

• St. Jude, Mountain Top, Our Lady Help of Christians, Dorrance, and St. Patrick, White Haven will 
link no later than July 2010.  

 
CLUSTER # 8 – the parishes of Holy Trinity, Nanticoke; St. Stanislaus, Nanticoke; 
St. Mary of Czestochowa, Nanticoke; St. Francis, Nanticoke; St. Joseph 
(Slovak), Nanticoke; Holy Child, Sheatown: 
 
• Holy Trinity, Nanticoke; St. Stanislaus, Nanticoke; St. Mary Czestochowa, Nanticoke; St. Francis, 

Nanticoke; St. Joseph (Slovak), Nanticoke; and Holy Child, Sheatown will consolidate no later 
than July 2010 at the Holy Trinity site. There will be an additional worship site (Masses as needed 
per weekend with occasional funerals and weddings) at St. Mary of Czestochowa which will be 
evaluated no later than two years after the consolidation, based on geography, attendance, fiscal 
realities and the availability of priests. St. Francis Church building will close no later than July 
2009. The Church buildings of St. Stanislaus, St. Joseph, and Holy Child will close no later than 
July 2010.  

 
CLUSTER # 9 – the parishes of St. Cecilia, Exeter; St. John the Baptist, Exeter; 
St. Anthony of Padua, Exeter; Our Lady of Sorrows, West Wyoming; 
St. Joseph, Wyoming; Immaculate Conception, West Pittston; Holy Redeemer, Harding: 

• The creation of a Partnership among St. Cecilia, Exeter, St. John the Baptist, Exeter, St. Anthony of 
Padua, Exeter, Our Lady of Sorrows, West Wyoming, St. Joseph, Wyoming, 
Immaculate Conception, West Pittston, and Holy Redeemer, Harding effective July 2009 to begin 
accomplishing their stated goals. 

• Holy Redeemer, Harding, and Immaculate Conception, West Pittston will consolidate no later than 
July 2011 at the Immaculate Conception site. There will be an additional worship site (Masses as 
needed per weekend with occasional funerals and weddings) at Holy Redeemer, Harding which will 
be evaluated two years after the consolidation, based on geography, attendance, fiscal realities and 
the availability of priests. 

• St. John the Baptist, Exeter, St. Cecilia, Exeter and St. Anthony, Exeter will consolidate no later 
than July 2011 at the St. Anthony site. There will be an additional worship site (Masses as needed 
per weekend with occasional funerals and weddings) at St. Cecilia which will be evaluated two 
years after the consolidation, based on geography, attendance, fiscal realities and the availability of 
priests. St. John the Baptist Church building will close no later than July 2011. 

• Our Lady of Sorrows, West Wyoming and St. Joseph, Wyoming will consolidate no later than July 
2011 at the St. Joseph site. There will be an additional worship site (Masses as needed per weekend 
with occasional funerals and weddings) at Our Lady of Sorrows which will be evaluated two years 
after the consolidation, based on geography, attendance, fiscal realities and the availability of 
priests. 

 



   

 

CLUSTER # 10 – the parishes of Blessed Sacrament, Hughestown; St. Mary Help 
Christians, Pittston; St. Mary Assumption, Pittston; Our Lady Mt. Carmel, Pittston; 
St. Rocco, Pittston; St. John Evangelist, Pittston: 

• Blessed Sacrament, Hughestown, St. Mary Assumption, Pittston and St. Mary Help of Christians, 
Pittston will consolidate no later than July 2012 at the St. Mary Help of Christians site. The Church 
buildings of Blessed Sacrament and St. Mary Assumption will close no later than July 2012. 

• Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pittston and St. Rocco, Pittston will consolidate no later than July 
2012 at the Our Lady of Mount Carmel site. St. Rocco Church building will close no later than July 
2012. 

• The creation of a Partnership among St. John the Evangelist, Pittston and the two newly 
consolidated parishes by July 2012. 

 
CLUSTER # 11– the parishes of St. Martha, Fairmont Springs; St. Mary, Mocanaqua; 
Ascension, Mocanaqua; Corpus Christi, Glen Lyon: 

• St. Mary, Mocanaqua, Ascension, Mocanaqua, St. Martha, Fairmount Springs and Corpus Christi, 
Glen Lyon will consolidate no later than July 2011 at the St. Mary, Mocanaqua site. There will be 
additional worship sites (the possibility of weekend Masses with occasional funerals and weddings) 
at St. Martha and in Newport Township which will be reviewed after two years, based on 
geography, attendance, fiscal realities and the availability of priests. As part of the process of 
consolidation further study needs to be done by the Implementation Commission related to the 
worship site in Newport Township. Ascension Church building will close no later than July 2011. 

 
CLUSTER # 12 – the parishes of Holy Family, Sugar Notch; St. Charles Borromeo, Sugar 
Notch; St. Leo, Ashley: 

• Holy Family, Sugar Notch and St. Charles Borromeo, Sugar Notch will consolidate no later than 
July 2009 at the Holy Family site. St. Charles Borromeo Church building will close no later than 
July 2009.  

• The creation of a Partnership between the consolidated Sugar Notch Parishes and the recently 
consolidated St. Leo, Ashley no later than July 2009. 

 

CLUSTER # 13 – the parishes of Holy Rosary, Duryea; Sacred Heart, Duryea; 
St. Joseph, Duryea; St. Mary, Avoca; SS. Peter and Paul, Avoca; Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Dupont: 
 Holy Rosary, Duryea, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Duryea, and St. Joseph, Duryea will consolidate 

no later than July 2011 at the Holy Rosary site. Holy Rosary will now be a territorial parish with 
the boundaries of Duryea Borough. Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. Joseph Church buildings will 
close no later than 2011.  

 SS. Peter and Paul, Avoca and St. Mary, Avoca will link no later than July 2009 and then 
consolidate no later than July 2012 at the St. Mary site. SS. Peter and Paul Church building will 
close no later than July 2012. 

 The creation of a Partnership among Sacred Heart of Jesus, Dupont and the newly consolidated 
parishes beginning in July 2009. 



   

 

CLUSTER # 14 – the parishes of St. Maria Goretti, Laflin; St. Mark, Inkerman; SS. Peter 
& Paul, Plains; Sacred Heart of Jesus, Plains; St. Joseph, Hudson:. 

• Saints Peter & Paul, Plains, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Plains, and St. Joseph, Hudson will consolidate 
no later than July 2010 at the Saints Peter & Paul site. Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. Joseph Church 
buildings will close no later than July 2010.  

• St. Maria Goretti, Laflin and St. Mark, Inkerman will consolidate no later than July 2009 at the St. 
Maria Goretti site. St. Mark Church building will close no later than July 2009. 

• The creation of a Partnership between the newly consolidated parishes 
 
CLUSTER # 15 – the parishes of All Saints, Plymouth; St. John Baptist, Larksville: 

• The creation of a Partnership between All Saints, Plymouth, which has recently consolidated, and 
St. John the Baptist, Larksville no later than July 2009. No later than July 2012, All Saints, 
Plymouth and St. John the Baptist, Larksville are to study the demographics and financial statistics 
for viability and consider whether linkage or consolidation might be an option. 


