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Sept. 12, 1952

His Excellency

The Most Rev: Robert J, Dwyer, Ph.D.
Bishop of Reno

129 Court Street

Reno, Nevada

Most Reverend and dear Bishopi

It is rather a coincidence that Your Excellency's letter .
should bhave arrived on the very day that I3 left Via Coeli

" einy .

and, in view of your inquiry from Arizona, we would be inclined to con-
clude to seek secular activity, His record here was one of conformity
to the rule and cooperation yet with no marked indication of fervor or
penitential zeal. We find it quite common, almost universal with the ‘
handful of men we have seen in the last five years who have been under
similar charges - we find it guite yniversal that they seem to be lack-
ing in appreciation of the serious situation. As a class they expect to
bound back like tennis balls on to the court of priestly activity. I my-
self would be inclined to favor laicization for any priest, upon objective
evidence, for tampering with the virtue of the young, my argument
being, from this point onward the charity to the Mystical Body should
take precedence over charity to the individual and when a man has so
far fallen away from the purpose of the priesthood the very best that
should be offered him is his Mass in the seclusion of a monastery,
Moreover, in practice, real conversions will be found to be extremely

/A‘are. Many bishops believe men are never free from the approximate

danger once they have begun. Hence, leaving them on duty or wandering
from diocese to diocese is contributing to scandal or at least to the ap-

,/{rcximate danger of scandal. If Edmynd Boyle returns here or if we

learn of his whereabouts we will notify Your Excellency at once. Finally,
I must in justice state again that while here he conformed to the com-
munity schedule. Does not this case®, dear Bishop, emphasize the wisdom
of not accepting for the priesthood mea with pyhsical blemishes (his eye
condition) and men with insanity in their famil  background?

I consider it a special grace to present at Your Excel- .
lency's consecration and felt both your and Bishop Hunt's words were
very much to the point. Count on our prayers. Father Woeber sends
kindest personal regards. He speaks often of Your Excellency's grac-
icusness to bim on the occasion of his visit some time ago in Salt Lake City.

I have the honor to be Your Excellency,

Cordially in Spiritu Christi, (% Gdllis
vy in Spiritu Christi, P

i Servant General

BOY 000569

Via Coeit is Under the Authority of the Archbishop of Santa Fe

}



£

qSuobquc of‘ tﬁz» Paraclete

:@ . SERVI DEL §, PARACLITO
k : . CASA GENBAUZIA

Priests Help Priests

Your Eb&éellency;

Some years ago I was consulting with His Excellency, Archbishop Davis,; then our
Ecclesiastical Superior, about the possibility of securing an Island Retreat in
the Caribean for the .care of Priests who were so compromised in their case history
and so habitually recedivi as to require, for their salvation and the minimizing
of their scandal, a complete withdrawal from contact with the laity. To. .this end
we have been searching for years for an island where, with essential medical and

' psychiatric care, the Paracletes might care for this type of problem.

Archbishop Davis suggested that I write to Bishop Field of Grenada. Out of this
contact came our going to Carriacou, in the jurisdiction of Bishop Field, where
we have since then employed full time, two Paraclete Priests in the care of a

- group of five Islands. As a pastorial mission, our vork in Carricou has been
highly successful, but unfortunately, the growing popularity of these Islands to
tourists and the pleasure seeki.g public, has dissipated the possibility of
utilizing these Izlands for -the type of Retreat we projected. o

Since we are unable to dé'velop the primary reason _t"or. our goi'ng to the Diocese of
Grenada, may we Dow request Your Eminence the authorization to withdraw from ‘
Carriacou, that we may pursue more efficiently the primal object of our apostoclate.

| his \;it.hdraw.al is approved by our General Council.

Most cordially, ‘ : o Z .
LI 7 M . '... o - ":: :. g '.-_L'/ 7
In Spiritu, N Ghoulet' 55 0 T P
./W ".1
—
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September 18, 1957

Most Reverend and dear Archbishop
Most dear Cofounder:-

May I beg Your Excellency to concur and approve of

what I consider a very vital decision on our part - that for the
sake of preventing scandal that might endanger the good name of
Via Coeli we will not offer hospitality to men who have seduced
Or attempted to seduce little boys or -girls? These men Your
Excallency are devils and the wrath of God is upon them and if [
were a2 Bishop I would tremble when I failed to report them to
Rome far involuntary layization. It is blasphemons to let them
offer the Holy Sacrifice. If individual Bishops pressuring Your
Excellency can say — Experience has taught us these men are too
dangerous tothcchﬂdr:nofthc?aﬁ.shmdncighboﬁzood for us
0 be jusdfied in receiving them here. Your Excellency can if
you wish say - you do not wish to interfere with the Rula-

cxpericnce has dictated.

It is for this class of rartlesnake I have always

wished the island retreat - but even an island is wo goud for
these vipers of whom the Geatle Master said -it were better they
had not been bomn - this is an indirect way of saying damned is

it not?

When I see the Holy Father I am going to speak of

this class to His Holincss - they should be ipso facto reduced to
lay men when they act thus. S ]

In Spiritm, ‘
Fr. Gerald of the Holy Spirit, sP

P.S. Expect to go the Carmalites on Friday - perhaps I.may have
the priviledge of seeing Your Excelleacy then. G.
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His Excsllency
The Most Reverend Matthew F. Brady, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester )

657 River Road
Manchester, New Hampshire

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

: I wish to thank Your Ebccellency for your graciqus letter .
of the 23rd, and more especially for your downrighit honesty in the
statement of the case involved. I am going tq ask Your Excellency to be
patient if I answer with the same forthright honesty which you have |

~ manifested to us, .

|

From our long experience with characters of this type, !

and without passing judgment on the individual, most of these men would |
be clinically classified as schizophrenic. Their repentance and amend-

ment is superficial and, if not formally at least sub-consciously, is /

motivated by a desire to be again in a position where they can continue ’ :

their wonted activity. A new diccese means only green pastures. )

f

|

We will be willing to receive the unfortunate padre
in question as a permanent guest, so long as he makes no move along
the lines that have already wrecked his life, /

Even as Your Excellency could not in conscience
recommend this priest to a Bishop without giving the Bishop a full ' |
back-ground, we have adopted a definite policy not to recommend to ]
Bishops men of this character, even presuming the sincerity of their i
conversion. We feel that the protection of our glorious priesthood will I
demand, in time, the establishment of a uniform code of discipline and I
of penalties. ‘e are amazed to find how often a2 man whs would be ' ,
behind bars if he were not a priest is entrusted with the cura animarum. |
Whereas & more positive position, such as Your Excellency is taking in /
this case, would seem to add up to the prevention of these weak and ,
irresponsible men from trailing their unlovely interpretation of the priest- ;
hood here and there throughout the country. If the discipline were more /

|
|

Via Coeli is Under the Authority of sthe Archbishop of Santa Fe

—— ]




" pended since July 11, 1958, He 1

- - September 23, 1957

Very Rev. Gerald Pitzqarald 8. P.
Superior General

Via Coeli

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Pather Gerald:

serve, He is Rev., John T, Sullivan, His
but a series of ecandal-causing cacapadn
There is no section of the diocese in
no pastor seems willing to accept

years ordained,

pygblem seems to be a fresh

Inowmne. It occurred to
siop who would be willing to

1. wouid haesitate to write to a

S fimall the details of the past

Parhaps i€ he went to Via Coeli for a

Al and willing to recommend him to some

of his good conduct there and his promise

case, Father, please let me hear from you.

With admiration for your splendid labors and
with most cordial good wishes, I remain

Devotedly yours in Christ,

Matthew F. Brady
Bishop of Manchester

Ence.

)

-
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Bisho'p Brady: page 2.
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uniform and certain, priests before ordination could be instructed and
duly warned, and this would be a deterrent to the initiation of these vicious
habits, " .

' To sum up: we are wming to shelter Pather with a
programithat will help him save his own immortal soul, But, should he
come to us under these conditions, it should not be with any hope that
he will be recommended to a:usiher Bishop even after he has spent some
months with us, We happen to know quite well the dioceses he mentions.
And even though it is true that many Bishops, especially in the West, are
in need of priests, yet I do not know any Bishop who would accept 2 man
with his record.

. I trust that this does not seem too severe. But I have my
. own soul to save, and } do not dare recommend such men for the cura
animarum. A R v

Most cordially in Spiritu,

e :5;2...,,_ 7 /“" *;ff;
z-  Servant General v

Enclosure:
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JunévSO, 1961

His Excellency _

The Most Rev. Ernest J. Primeau, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

PERSONAL .

+

Most Reverend and dear Bishop'

T
AP . R4

T . .
Loa R A S

I am glad to have Your Excellency’sﬁ‘ﬂ

confirming and clarifying letter in re J. T. S.
To speak with simplicity, my opinion remains the
same, viz. to remain at Via Coeli for life or else
to be laicised. However, after having Father in
residence here, I would like to add these commentsa:
' 1. Father has conformed perfectly
to our community way of life since arriving. How-
ever, to be realistic, I think that he would hardly
be able to remain contented here. He wants activa-
tion. And, what is quite disturbing in his and
similar cases, there seems to be a generic lack
of comprehension of the damage done by his past.

' 2. The main reason why I person-
ally have hesitated to recommend laicisation in
these cases has been because Mother Church, in Her
present discipline, leaves these men in the world
but still under the obligation of celibacy. To.
me, and I think to a great many other priests, it
seems like telling 2 man to go to hell to expect’
him to observe priestly chastity in the world
when he obviously is not capable of observing it.

. I feel that these men should be laicised, dbut I do

wish that this laicisation would leave open for
them a plank on which to walk towards salvation,
the prospect of the Sacrament of Matrimony.

I am in hopes that this matter
will be given serious consideration by the proper
committee in the Ecumenical Council. My argument
would run thus: obviously this priest has not the
capacity for priestly chastity. Therefore, not

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Via Coeli is Undler the Auctiwriy of the Archoishop of Sani: F.

&



éishop Primeau: p. #2

because he wishes it but to protect the good name
o1 the Church, he should be reduced involuntarily
to the lay stateé with the liberty of a layman to
contract honest matrimony. The reduction would be
the penalty, protecting the honor of the Church.
The relaxation would be in view of the salvation

of the individual soul. Our Lord said "Let him
take it who can" when referring to the celibate
11?«;. .

. Obviously in a case like that of
J% T, Se., this individual has de facto assumed a
burden he is in no way capable of carrying. The
reductlon to the lay state would exercise mercy
to 'the Church by removing scandal and mercy to the
individual by opening up to him a way of 11fe
more within his capacities.

In what I have written above, I do
not wish to be understood as reluctant to accept
the final decision of Mother: Church, Whatever She
decides I, please God, will always accept w1th
obedience and alacrity.‘ W

Most cordially in Spiritu,
fZﬂfwz:c, % o5
Yervant Genezral

P. S.: I will write to Your Excellency about the
case of Father John Davy under separate

COverq;/fAﬂ”ﬁ/t;?ﬁ;\ - nvww¢<L//
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September 10, 1964

Most Rev. Joseph A. Durick, D. D.
Colliegio Della S3. Trinita

Viale africa, 33

Rome, Italy, E.U.R.

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

In the heavy rush of our life here, please pardon
the delay in getting the answers off to vyou.

In the first instance may we say that we have been
deeply edified by your personal interest in helping priests who
are caught in this particular dilemma. I will try to make nmy
answers brief. :

1. I myself in an audience I was nrlvileged to
have with His Holiness, Pope Paul, spoke of this matter which
undoubtedly has been one of the deep concerns of his fatherly
soul. ks a matter of fact, we had in mind--where there was
no ‘Sthet diriment impediment--a sanatio accompllshed in the in-
ternal forum and permitting the de facto civil marriage to take’
over with, however, a permanent life cessation of tha exercise
of the priesthood.

2., I am certain there is a secret directilve to
Bishops permitting--under what gonditions I know not-—something
along these lines. I surmise it is so new a developmen? that
Bishops have been slow to exercise it. -

3. The gravest ocbjection has seemed to stem from
the fear of a landslide. But personally--and we here are in a
position tc know a good deal more than many cothers on thess: mat-
ters--I am convinced that since it takes greater unselfishn.&ss
to find abiding happlness in marriage than under the discipl ine
of Holy Orders, that very quickly priests who had taken advaiitage
of the new discipline would say almost universally to others
consulting them ante,factum: "In God's name, don't be a fool.
It is the selfish man who leaves the priesthOUJ and normally'ﬂﬂe
selfish man is permanently unhappy.

4. May I take this occasion, Your Excellency, to
bring to your attention what is a growing concern to many of us
here in the States. When I was orddined, forty-three years ago,

0 .
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homosexuality was a practically unknown rarity. Today it is--

in the wake of World War II--rampant among men. A#id whereas
séventeen years ago eight out of ten problems here would repre-
sent the alcoholic,:neow in the last year or so our admission
rétio would be approximately S—Z-B:ﬁ‘gg%g;being alcoholics; two
would be what wé call "heart cases' (natural affection towards
womenl); and three representing aberrations involving homosexualit
More alarming still is that among these of the 3 oug of 10 class,
2. out of 3 have been young priests.

I mention this because it would seem in America at
least this type of prcoblem is more devasting to the good stand-
ing Sf the priesthood than anything else. It 1s very gnfectuous
and thae prognosis for recovery extremely unfavorable. The major-
ity of pzychiatrists, physicians, and, experienced priests are
nct sanguines of permanent recovery. herefore it would seem that
mcre careful zcreening--especially the dtudy of family background
and personal motivation--is definitely in order.

e

Bishop§ do not quote me because this is given yeu
in strictest confidence, bubt we know of several seminaries ~
that have been degoply infected and this of course leads to a
wide infeclion. erefcre theve chould be a very strict disci-
pline of dizmissal and a very clear and printed teaching in the
mcral theolcgy course that mutual masturbation is a mortal sin.
Priests develop a blind-spot on this matter which in my opinion
involves very likely the fixation of impenitence. Seldom will
you find these men evidencing consciousness cf the gravity of
what they have doene., And thiis apgarently is reflected in the
strange attitude of ILishops aho vlace these men after reactiva-
tion in aszignments where they are nost exucsed to a recucrence
of a vicious habit which the majority of experts consider prac_
tically incurable.

J

4
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OF THE SERVANT GENERAL .
Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Septemberl3, 1961

His Excellency

The Most Rev. Ernest J. Primeau, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

RE: FATHER JOHN SULLIVAN

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:‘

Knowing that Your Excellency has
been away, we postponed a report on your padres
who are with us. For the sake of proper filing,
we will make these reports separately,

Some time ago, and in answer to an
appeal from the Chancery of Gallup, N.M. for the
temporary replacement of a sick priest, we permitted
Father JOHN SULLIVAN to go there during the emer-
gency. When I called Bishop Espelage this morning
suggesting that Your Excellency would not wish Father
John to be away from here indefinitely, the good
Bishop assured me that he hoped to keep him as he
was doing a fine job and was very much liked by
the poor Mexican people among whom he wasr working.

Under the circumstances there was
nothing for me to do except to suggest to Bishop

Espelage that he write to Your Excellency and take
the matter up with you.

Most cordially in Splrltu,
. | = 4 .-.,4/—~ FUE /”4««/(
()

Servant General

Viz Ceeii 5 Under the Anthorizy of the Arcibisher of Sanz.: Fe .
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September 18, 1961

Father Gerald of the Holy Spirit,
Servant General

Via Coeli

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

Father John T, Sullivan. I am most apprehensi
doing parish work because of his past history.
awvait a letter from Bishop Espelage and will @88 my
fears to him as best I can.

As you know from previous ¢ 8 Spagiy s not
an ordinary case, It is on
for those entrusted to his'e

With cordial good wishex

Bishop of Manchester
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September 23, 1957

Very Rev. Gerald Pitzgerald, S. P.
Superior General

Via Coeli

Jemez Springa, New Mexico

Dear Father Gerald:

There is no section of the diocese in x
no pastor seems willing to accept hif
pended since July 11, 1956, He ig
years ordained.

At times I have conmiv
cally cunning, and again, as at
The enclosed letter from
be on the same retrea
making the most davo

4 insane, diaboli-
Y, Sincerely remorsaeful,
& of it. I happened to
and he seemed to be
- p’resent.

lem seems to be a fresh
known. It occurred to
op who would be willing to
d hesitate to write to a
g . the details of the past

Perhaps if he went to Via Coeli for a
allle and willing to recommend him to some
of his good conduct there and his promise

case, Father, please let me hear from you.

With admiration for your splendid labors and
with most cordial good wishes, I remain

Devotedly yours in Christ,

Matthew F, Brady
Bishop of Manchester

Enc.
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico

September 26, 1957

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Matthew F. Brady, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

I wish to thank Your Excellency for your gracious letter
of the 23rd, and more especially for your downriglit honesty in the
statement of the case involved. I am going tq ask Your Excellency to be
patient if I answer with the same forthright honesty which you have '

" manifested to us. - '

L4

From our long experience with characters of this type,
and without passing judgment on the individual, most of these men would
be clinically classified as schizophrenic. Their repentance and amend-
ment is superficial and, if not formally at least sub-consciously, is
motivated by a desire to be again in a position where they can continue
their wonted activity. A new diocese means only green pastures.

We will be willing to receive the unfortunate padre
in question as a permanent guest, so long as he makes no move along
the lines that have already wrecked his life.

Even as Your Excellency could not in conscience
recommend this priest to a Bishop without giving the Bishop a full
back-ground, we have adopted a definite policy not to recommend to
Bishops men of this character, even presuming the sincerity of their
conversion. We feel that the protection of our glorious priesthood will
demand, in time, the establishment of a uniform code of discipline and
of penalties. e are amazed to find how often a man who would be
behind bars if he were not a priest is entrusted with the cura animarum.
Whereas a more positive position, such as Your Excellency is taking in
this case, would seem to add up to the prevention of these weak and
irresponsible men from trailing their unlovely interpretation of the priest-
hood here and there throughout the country. If the discipline were more

Via Coeli is Under the Autbority of the Archbishop of Santa Fe -



Bishop Brady: page 2.

uniform and certain, priests before ordination could be instructed and
duly warned, and this would be a deterrent to the initiation of these vicious
habits.

To sum up: we are willing to shelter Father with a
program that will help him save his own immortal soul. But, should he
come to us under these conditions, it should not be with any hope that
he will be recommended to ausiher Bishop even after he has spent some
months with us. We happen to know quite well the dioceses he mentions.
And even though it is true that many Bishops, especially in the West, are
'in need of priests, yet I do not know any Bishop who would accept a man
with his record.

I trust that this does not seem too severe. But I have my
own soul to save, and I do not dare recommend such men for the cura
animarum.

Most cordially in Spiritu,

¢ o~ s . '!‘.-’-"-';;"'-’ o i% ’
LT eat o AT ST B
L b ; V7 el

Servant General

Enclosure:



October 16, 1961

Eis Zxcellency

Most Rev. Bernard T. Espelage, O.F.M., D.D.
Bishop of Gallup

P. O. Box 110

Gallup, New Mexico

Dear Bishop Espelage:

r 27th which
Father John T.
a Coell in

Thank you for your good letter of Sept
arrived during my absence in Rome. It to do
Sullivan of this dioccese curraontly in ?

Jemez Springs, N. M. ~

I believe that Fathg
concerning this priest. I Maw@
be able to live up to his gooN
tial impression upon svery 3isd :
to live up to it. n $y¢ much concerned about him and
the scandal which/hehs - ] Way cause. I cannot assume
sesponsibility - from your assignment of him
to parish work Dfind it absolutely necessary
to make use of daution you to be most watchful over
him, especiall '

th

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester



December 4, 13957

His Excellency

Most Rev. George J. Rehring, S.T.D.
Bishop of Toledo

2544 Parkwood Avenue

Toledo, Ohio

Dear Bishop Rehring:

It is good of you to consider the case o&/’]}‘athor
John T. Sullivan for whom I have profound sympathy. ‘Hia possible
usefulness in any section of the diocese is at an end.

|
My conscience will not allow mmd him

to any Bishop and I feel that every ipgquiring Biahop‘should
know same of the circumstances }/ {m\qe from paren
through violation of the Mann Act' tempted suicide, and
mr‘tiono

Father Fitzgerald of Vi \sou{ would accept him
only as a permanent (s to~h¢1p sa is soul but with no
hope of recommending, to' a Bigshop. “Ha considers him a
schizophrenic and fx‘om experiencq believes that a new dio-
cese would only maan new paatures.‘,:

_—Wi wann personal qoed wishes for all the joys
of the cqnind‘ aeason,\I\rmixr /s

~_’

-.’«“i Devotedly yours in Christ,
: P
IR /]

N
N\ /’/
\\\ S~ 4

Matthew F. Brady
Bishop of Manchester

~ Ps S, Naturally, he may go with my blessing to any Bishop
who is willing to receive him,



Rishop's Mouse
2344 Parhnrood Awveruze
Ealedo, Bhia

December 6, 1957

Dear Bishop Brady,

I am most grateful for your prompt and
very candid reply to my inquiry about Father
John T. Sullivan. His status 1s far worse than
he led me to believe in his recent letter, I,
too, am filled with profound sympathy for him
but I shall have to inform him that we cannot
find a place for him in the Diocese,

Reciprocating your warm greetings and
best wishes for the Joys of the Season, I remain

Cordiall ours in Christ,

L0 a0 Y

REVEREND GEORGEVYJ. REHRING,S.T.D.
Bf'shop of Toledo

Most Reverend Matthew F. Brady
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire
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DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE IN INDIANA 5 b 4 9
610 LINGLE AVENUE
LAFAYETTE, INDIANA

THYE CHANCERY

9 December 1957

The Most Reverend Matthew F. Brady, D.D.
Bishop's House

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

Dear Bishop Brady:

I hdve just received your letter of December
6th, 1957, and I am most grateful for the information which
it contained.

In view of the serious possible mental back-
ground of the person involved, I shall refrain from taking
any action in reference to his petition.

In a case such as his the mental sickness can
so easily over-ride the best of good intentions.

With every prayerful good wish and gratéful .
appreciation of your kindness, I remain

_ Sincere%§ yows in Christ,

/ ,'/7 .

JOHN J. CARBERRY
Bishop of Lafayette
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THE DIOCESE OF BISMARCK ' 5

P. O. BOX 419
BisSMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA

ICERY OFFICX TELEPHONE CAPITAL 3.1347

December 18, 1957

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Matthew Francis Brady, D.D.
657 River Rosad

Manchester, New Hampshire

Your Excellency:

Iem sending the enclosed letter from Father Sullivan for your
comments and advice, and I would welcome your suggestions in this
matter. I would not wish to do anything that would embarrass you

or be conteary to your wishes. I do not know what your plans are

in regard to him or whether you would release him to werk in ancther
diocese. :

His story is so fragmentary that I am writing to him to send me
more information in regard tohis background. However, I am not
going to give him any hope or indicition that I am interested.

It is true that we are short of priests here and I might be

able to give him an assignment. However, we are not so bedly
off that I would take him if there were s possibility of another
scandal. My primary interest is to help to rehebilitete him

if that is possible. If you think that there is a gocéd chance of
rehebilitation, and if you wish me to give it a try, I shall
take the matter under consideration and see what I can do to
help the situation.

Our territory out here is pretty barren and our wide open
Spaces are empty. He probably does not know what he is asking
for by wishing to come out here. '

I hope that you will have a veey blessed Christmas and I wish
you God's blessings for the coming yeer.

Best of perssnzal wishes, —
o . Sincerely in Xto., “‘;"‘Q:Lqﬁflz/////’
( y | l
8 | .

Bishop of Bismarck
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BISHOP'S HOUSE
2221 NEBRASKA STREET
SIOUX CITY, IOWA

Decenber 20, 1957

His Excellency

The Most Rev. Matthew F. Brady, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

Dear Bishop Brady:-

I am in receipt of a letter written by Father J. T.
Sullivan asking for an opportunity to work in this diocese.
He wrote that.he had trouble "propter amicitiam cum mulieribus."
Just why Father Sullivan wrote to me, I don't know. New Hamp-
shire might as well be on one of the planets as far as my
associations with anyone from there are concerned.

While an extra priest is always welcome, I am not
so badly in need of priests that I care to take on someone
else's troubles. 1If, however, you think that the man is de-
serving of an opportunity, I shall be happy to have him come
out here on a probationary basis. Will you kindly give me a
candid report on the man, his age, his family background, a
brief statement of his scholastic achievements, his health, the
type of work he has been engaged in. Has he the academic re-
quirements to teach in high school?

Sorry to bother you at this season of the year with
this type of a request.

Wishing you the blessings of the season, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

© M. Mueller
Bishop of Sioux City



December 20, 1957

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Hilary B. Hacker, D.D.
Bishop of Bismark

Biasmark, North Dakota

Dear Bishop Hacker:

It is good of you to consider the case of Fatheét John
T. Sullivan for whom I have profound sympathy. Naturally, he
may go with my blessing to any Bishop who is willing té re-
ceive him. His possible usefulness in any section of ﬂhe
diocese is at an end, ) <7 ‘-~-\; _

'~ .

\~

My conscience will not allow me-€9_ tacomend hIm to
any Bishop and I feel that every ix;quifinq Biahop should. "
know some of the circumstances that-range from parenthood
through violation of the Mann Act tempted suicide and

abottion. \ \ /

Father Fitzqera.ld,of" Yi& Coeli mnld accept him only
as a permanent guest to help’ save. his scul but with no hope
of recammending him tq a Bishop. 'He considers him a schizo-
phrenic and from experience believec that a new diocese would
only mean new puturoe. ;o

T N

With warm’ personal ‘good’ wishes for all the joys of

the cominq season, I . remain

Devotedly yours in Christ,

Matthew F., Brady
Bishop of Manchester



December 29, 1964

His Excellency
Most Rev. Bernard T. Espelaae O0.F.M.
Bishop of Gallup
Post Office Box 110
Gallup, New Mexico

Dear Bishop Espelage:

Earlier this month, I received from
Father John T. Sullivan of Cgtt
his possible incardination

because you are willing
basis.

plan to take Father
am hesitant to have
pecause of his past
th this from previous

t repeat it. If you wish
1 be pleased to send it

Frankly, al
Sullivan back
you assume re
record. You a
correspondenc

acquainted
so I shall

decide upon incardination for Father
please let me know and I shall

P pare the dociihent of excardination. This will be-
effective/ypon issuance of your decree of in-

Should yo

With cordial good wishes to Your Excellency, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico

June 30, 1961

His Excellency

The Most Rev. Ernest J. Primeau, D.D.
Bishop of Manchester

657 River Road

Manchester, New Hampshire

PERSONAL.

Most Reverend and dear Bishobn

I am glad to have Your Excellency's
confirming and clarifying letter in re J. T. S.
To speak with simplicity, my opinion remains the
same, viz. to remain at Via Coeli for life or else
to be laicised. However, after having Father in
residence here, I would like to add these comments:

1. Father has conformed perfectly
to our community way of life since arriving. How-
ever, to be realistic, I think that he would hardly
be able to remain contented here. He wants activa-
tion. And, what is quite disturbing in his and
similar cases, there seems to be a generic lack
of comprehension of the damage done by his past.

' 2., The main reason why I person-
ally have hesitated to recommend laicisation in
these cases has been because Mother Church, in Her
present discipline, leaves these men in the world
but still under the obligation of celibacy. To
me, and I think to a great many other priests, it
seems like telling a man to go to hell to expect’
him to observe priestly chastity in the world
when he obviously is not capable of observing it.

I feel that these men should be laicised, but I do

‘wish that this laicisation would leave open for

them a plank on which to walk towards salvation,
the prospect of the Sacrament of Matrimony.

I am in hopes that this matter
will be given serious consideration by the proper
committee in the Ecumenical Council. My argument
would run thus: obviously this priest has not the
capacity for priestly chastity. Therefore, not

Via Coeli is Under the Autiority of the Archoishap of Sanis F:

A
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. bewhe wishes it but to protect the good name (
B of the Church, he should be reduced involuntarily

Yo the lay state with the liberty of a layman to

contract honest matrimony. The reduction would be

the penalty, protecting the honor of the Church.

The relaxation would be in view of the salvation

of the individual soul. Our Lord said "Let him

take it who can'" when referring to the celibate

life.

Obviously in a case like that of
J. T. S., this individual has de facto assumed a
burden he is in no way capable of carrying. The
reduction to the lay state would exercise mercy
to the Church by removing scandal and mercy to the
individual by opening up to him a way of life
more within his capacities.

In what I have written above, I do
not wish to be understood as reluctant to accept
the final decision of Mother: Church. Whatever She
decides I, please God, will always accept with
obedience and alacrity.

Most cordially in Spiritu,
D sl BeE

Servant General
P. S.: I will write to Your Excelleuncy about the .

' case of Father John Davy under separate
! cover.‘//pwwq/£°7f;\ f}}>~,_42; ﬂ«w~$<;//
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His Excellency » :
The Most Reverend Vincent J,. fIlines, JCD
Bishop of Norwich

274 Broadway
Norwich Conn.

Most Reverend and Dear Bishap:

TET Tare Cmesevrmemd o oew s
15T TR lgverand Leen

Ti;;reﬂﬁénk'}éd'fof’your good letter of May 3. It is good

becagqg»;tuc;grjiiggzagg.gives a definite idea of what we are

facing into. "It may seem contradictory on my part, in that I

frequently argue with Bishops and Superiors that a priest should

”ha#efhis73555.ynﬂoy§ver there are exceptions and T am very much

of the opinion that when a padre has fallen into the classification

of this young man, he needs a very solid jolt to attempt (if this

he possible) .to ‘achieve .the realization-of .the gravity of his of~

~ence, Persomally I would want to spend the rest of my life on

my kneesnasking=God?§c&ercy,£ornl-kgoy,nc_morewgerrib;g.thrggt_

than the words of Our Lord: *those who tamper with the innocence

of the innocents-%it.were better ir they. had.never been born® .4
What I am personally afraid of is that these men have

the equivalent df"that“whi&hfthe‘Scriptures*put in' the form: ' .

' Actually of
of the heart itself but

I ac’afraid to let this type of man go immediately back to the
altar aftef?hakiggTV;olﬁtéd:;he-living'éltag-oﬁ-the‘humgn soul.

Vet '“Ifathgrefore},dear~Bishop, you feel. that you can go
along with these Ssentiments, I would-suggest~that.you write a
letter, to-the.party concérned.;aying:h;after,consultation the
____qunci;gand.COgsiaering the gravity- of this offence which has.
‘3£pbﬁg¥éiviiﬁanddéVenf§tronger.divine.retributive sanctiogs,:I eh
— ryy @ L2 3 bl . 3 i i S1X mon T
e e A L L e TR
their Impresst o ofn orror ?nd.?ae Paraclete ?athers confirm_
offence, I wiis consz:ur reallzat%on.of'the ser10usnes§ of your
er then a2.lifting of the  suspension a div-

bocauee i P8 Feason for asking yoa. te o this, .dear. Bishop, is

—— e w2

X 7

Most cordially in Spirity
Very teveren i Gerald g tzge ald,; s.p.
Servant Genera] - s '

e . -~

—

o Vid C_Odi l'sUudertheAigt}mn‘ty of $hae Aourrs’e




