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INTERNET CHILD PORNOGRAPHY
Child pornography and sexual abuse offenders often blend into 
society.

Sources: Administrative Offices of the U.S. Courts; Pretrial Services; Federal Justice Statistics Program

KEY FIGURES
The numbers help tell the story about child pornography collectors, 
based on seizures of the contraband by authorities:

Source: National Center for Missing and Exploited Children; Innocent Justice Foundation

COLLECTORS OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 
ARE FREQUENTLY ALSO CHILD MOLESTERS  
Before the Internet, there was mail. The U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
coordinates action against mail traffickers of illegal child pornography 
and have documented a connection with child molestation. 

2,713 The number of child pornography trafficking offenders 
arrested since 1997 by U.S. postal inspectors

99% The portion of child pornography collections containing 
images that go beyond nudity

80% The portion of child pornography collections seized by 
authorities that contain images of child rape

21% The portion of child pornography collections with 
images of torture of children

55% The amount of child pornography estimated to be 
produced in the United States

59% Likelihood that a child pornography collector is married

41% Likelihood that a child pornography collector has 
children

968 The number of those offenders who also were found to 
be child molesters, or 36%

1,185 The number of children rescued from further sexual 
abuse or exploitation as a result of the postal 
investigations

Source: U.S. Postal Inspection Service 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MOST CHILD 
SEXUAL ABUSE 

Source: National Center for Missing and Exploited Children; Report of June 2009 based on cases of 
2,353 victims submitted to NCMEC by law enforcement

RELATIONSHIP OF ABUSER TO CHILD: 

Parent: 
26%

Neighbor/ 
family friend: 
24%

Online 
enticement: 14%

Self- 
produced: 
13%

Other 
relative: 10%

Babysitter/coach: 4%

Guardian’s partner: 4%

Unknown to child: 3%
Victims of prostitution: 2%

RACE/ETHNICITY

White: 76%

American Indian: 10%

Hispanic or Latin: 8%

Black: 5%

Asian: 1%

EDUCATION LEVEL

Less than high school: 14%

High school graduate: 34.1%

Some college: 29.6%

College graduate: 22.3%

GENDER
Female: 3%Male: 97%

CITIZENSHIP
Non-U.S. citizen: 4%U.S. citizen: 96%

AGE (Median age: 39)

Under 21: 5%

21-30: 23.2%

31-40: 24.1% 51-60: 16.8%

41-50: 23.6% Older than 60: 7.3%

OFFENDERS ARE MOSTLY MALES, 
BUT OF ALL DEMOGRAPHIC TYPES 
Profile of defendants in child sex exploitation cases, based on data from 
1,863 federal cases in 2006: 

CRIMINAL RECORD

Prior felony conviction: 21%

No prior felony conviction: 79%


