Nnve.m ber 5, 2000

On September 18, 2009, the Orestionnaire for Major Superiors was made available to you and you were
asked 1o complete and retura 11 by November 20, 2009, As that deadline approaches, 1 thought it wauld be
hebpful 1o all concerned to reiterate the fundamental purpose and goat of the Aposiolic Visitation and
undertine the bmportanee of sincere and whelehearted cooperation with the Holy See on the part ot each
institutc.

Religious life provides the whole Church an indispensable and corporate witness (o the person of Jesus
Christ and 10 the Gospel. From this consecraled wilness Bows a multitude of wood works in education, social
serviges and health care, to name a few. It is widely acknowledged that our witness to Chrisi 2 our works
of Jove have in large measure buill up the Chuoeh in the United States and continue 10 contribute to the
vitality of ifs faith,

The Apostelic Visitation has been initiated so that relipions Jife and the |ife-giving works that flow from &
will continue lar inlo the firture. Hack of us has a serious obligation to not only preserve but (o foster the
precious legacy we have inherited from our foundresses and founders as well as the sisters whe have pone
hefore us, a legacy we rightfully celebrate. The Apostolic Visitation secks o Haten to and affirm the dignily
of all women refigious who serve the Church with exemplary love,

As Cardinal Rod¢ recemtly stated, “this Apostolic Visitation hopes to ebeourage vocations and assure o hetter
[unire for somen religious.” N offers us a valuable apportunily for praveriul snd thoughttul scllexamination
Lo discern whether or net those conditions exist which foster avenucs of growth and vitality in our
conpregations, Where those coaditions are lacking, we are being piven the ppporiuniy to work with the
Apostolic See and with one another 10 introduce or re-introduce them.,

Among the conditioms for growth and vitaliy, pride of place belongs w0 communion with the Catholie
Church - the Pope, the bishops and indeed the whole people of God in the profession of “one faith, one Lord,
one bapiism™. Closely albied with this spinid of conumunion are the fundamenal aspects of conseeraled i,
which are Hved tn vartous ways, according (o the unigue relipions identity of our respective institutes,

| know thal many of you are engaged in thoughliul dialogue with your members regarding vour religious
identity andh mindstry. as supgpested in the fasiranentim Laboris, [t is my tope thal, in addition o vour ewn
perspective, the responses to the Guestionmaire will alse reflecn the wisdom that is in the hesrt of yoLr
sislers.

A number of completed Questionnaires from major superiors have already arrived in the Apostolic
Visitation Oftice. [t is a joy to discover in them the deep commitment of religious congregations 1o the
Church’s mission #s well as a profound fove for religious life and for the individual sisters. Maay of the
responses reliect the prayerful and communal ellort of women eetigious to express and, more imporantly,
Hive the chartsmatic ideal of their Foundresses 7 [bunders. ‘Fhey express your CENeTOUs responsy o the maty
chatlenges we face within our communitics, in the Church and in today s socicty, with a particubar sensitivity
0 our most vitnerable sisters and brothers,

To those who have already submitted your responses, | thank you fow sharmg the unique pifl that vour

cungregation (s 10 the Church with me, and through me, 1o the Apostolic Sce. | urge those of vou who have
not yet completed the Questionnaire to respond with honesty and sineerity about the disting tdentity of the
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group of sisters you represent. if vou have questions or concerns, please do nod hesitate Lo contact the
Apostotic Visitation Office. 1 will do my best to help muke this task a genuinely positive experienee for you
and for each of your sisters, even as | want it 0 be a positive experience for the institnte that | lead and scrve,

Many major superiors have alrcady addicssed euncemns 1o the Apostalic Visitation Office regarding
confidentiality and protection of privileged information about their congresation, the sisters themsetves and
their apostolate. Although our canonical and civil advisors coneur thet the Apostolic See has the right to all
the information comtained in the (Questionnaire, in responsc o your legitimata questions, | have determined
that docurments nwmber 5, 6, and 7, requested in Part C of the Questionneive, are not to be subrmitied 1o the
Apostalie Visitation Office az part of this Visitation.

The documents not (o be sent to the Apostolic Visitation Office include:
5. Alist of each sister, year of birth, address and type of ministry (full ime/part time)
6. A dist of properties owned andfor (colsponsored by yoir unie,
7. A complete copy of the most recent independent aadit of your rebgions wnil ot your last
inernal Anancial staternent iF an external audit has not beey made. This shoubd include a
statement of financial position, statement of activity, statement of changes in net assets
srwd sdzterpenl ol cash Dows,
The Apostolic Visitation Office will return Documents 5, 6 and 7 to those Congregations which have alresdy

suebririted them,

This change in the design of the Questianeire was made afler Bstening to vour concerns and after
considerable prayer ad counsel. | have every confidence that 1he purpose of this phase ol the Apostolic
Visitation can be satisfaclorily schioved with the data provided in Parts A, 13 and the first Four docements
tHated in Panl C of the Questionnaire.

Adl data gathered throuph Parts AL B, and C of the Quesrioanaire, through individual correspendence. amd
site visits where indivated, will be weated with strict contidentiality and will be used to prepare the
comprehensive report mandated by the Apostolic See. The data you send will be held i a secure place and,
when no longer needed, will be returned to you or destroyed. In addition, The Cenler for Applicd Rescarch in
the Aposiotate (CARA)Y at Georgetown University will prepare a composite analytical report of the standurd,
objective datz contained in Part A of lhe Onestionnaire, "This report will be made pubtic but will not reveal
the tdenity of the individuat institwies, I will provide a broad overview of the present realily ond likaty
future trends of refigious life in the United States,

I thank the major superiors who have conliacied Lhe Apostalic Visilalion OfGee with their concerns and
queeslions and | encourage afl o you o contact ws il you necd any Luether clarification regarding the
(estionnaire or any other aspeel of the Apostalic Visitation,

Let us entrust this initiative o Our Mother Mary, so that we may be more eftfective and loving wilnesses of
her Son Jesus Christ to one another and to owr world,

In the Heart of Chiist,

Ao . oes Pilon, ASCT

Mother Mary Clare Millea, ASC
Apostolic Visitalor




