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APPI,,I_QATION FOR SEARCH WARRANT] .r A
LONOY 1 2 2008

& TATE OF MISSOURT - ) o |
) s8. L i AV SR SIMAN
COUNTY OF LAFAYETTE ) L LarsrELTE GO CIACKT CLERK

I, Kellie Wingate Ritchie, Lafayette County Prosecuting Attorney, and Applicant
herein, being duly swom, appears now before the undersipned Judge authorized to issue
Warrants in criminal cases and makes this Application in support of the issuance of a Search
Warrant, to scarch the following described person, place or thing:

Property located at ‘SN T ;o5 City, Missouri. This praperty was
owned by Burrell E. Mohler Sr. until Fuly 19, 2995 when it was sold to Burrell E. Mohler Jr.

This property is cutrently owned by NG |0 i ot 2 suspect in this

case. According to the Lafayette County Assessor’s Office, the two sections formerly owned
by Burrell E. Mohler Sr. are locatcd atJi R, SR - GRS SN, Th-
former Mohler residence is an A-Frame wooden structure located on EEESSER. This
residenice is tan in color with a dark brown roof. There is a garage located west of the
residence with two white in color aluminum door

and to there search for and seize and make return thereof, according to law, the following ‘1
person, place or thing, to wit: '

1. Human remains, including but not limited to bong.-'s, hair, teeth, fibers, blood or
any other trace evidence.

2. Any other evidence involved or connected with the allegation of a homicide.

Applicant being duly sworn deposes and states that the facts and circumstances stated
to lrim as a prosecutorial official authorized to seek a scarch warrant as herein requested
which constitute sufficient probable cause for the issuance of a search warrant under Section
342.271.1, R.8.Mo., are as:follows: ‘

See affidavit of Investigator Cynthia L. Schroer, Lafayette County Sheriffs
Department, attached hereto and incorporated herein in its entirety. '

Wherefore this affiant prays that a search warrant for the search of the abave.
dexcribed person, place or thing and the seizure of the above described property, things be

issired by this court as herein requested. .

L

(=
Kellic Wigate Ritetfé
Prosecuting Attormey
County of Lafayette
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bscribcd and sworn to before me this fg"'ﬁday of November, 2009, at ‘!‘!’ ) l 8
s .m‘

tary Public
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|
i & TATE OF MISSOURI ) [
) 88,

. (OQUNTY OF LAFAYETTE )

DY LINA AVERSGAN

VAVEVETVE GO, IRCLIT CLERY

AFFIDAVIT

1, the undersigned affiant, Cynthia L. Schroer, after having been first duly sworn, do
siite and swear upon oath as follows;

Lafayette County Investigator Ray Burns received information of numerous criminal
ol fenses having been perpetrated against six children with-in one family. An investigation
inio these allegations led to the arrests of five individuals who are currently charged with
virious felonics concerning the sexual assault and rape of these six children when they
renged from age six to twelve, Some of the witnesses described a girl who lived in the
basement but they did not know her whereabouts or whether she was alive, They did not

know her identity.

Following press coverage of the arzests, a witness came forward to say that she was
hu1d on the property atJi S NEGGEGEGEGEGER 7:tcs City. Missouri, 64011in a basement
avva. She stated that she was abused by all five defendants. She recalls becoming pregnant
tw ice while in captivity, Following her delivery of the first baby, she recounts that Burzell E.
Muahler, St and Burrell E. Mohler, Ir, buried the infant in the basement which at that time °
hrd & dirt floor. The infant was in 2 box. Within days of this event, the basement {loor was
covered with a layer of concrete. :

Acting on this report, on November 11, 2009, investigators contacted an employee of
DNR-DER who is licensed to operate a ground-penetrating radar instrument to examine the
louation of the basement where the witness reported the infant was buried, specifically
beneath the only window in the basement. The examination, which was conducted with the
consent of the property owner, revealed a snomaly with 90 degree angles and flat sides’
buried approximately twelve inches below the concrete, consistent with the shape of a box, It
is upproximately 18-20 inches by 24-30 inches in size,

At the time this event was reported to have taken place, the property was owned by
Burrell E. Mohler Sr. who is the father of Burrell E. Mohler Jr. Burrell E. Mohler Sr.
purchased this property and the deed for the property was recorded on March 22, 1974. This
property was owned by Burrell E. Mohler Sr, until July 19, 2995 when it was sold to Burrell
E. Mohler Jr. This property is currently owned by who is not a
suspect in this case. According to the Tafayette County Assessor’s Office, the two sections

forierly owned by Burrell E. Mobler Sr. are located at NN 1] SEERNEEN
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SRR Th: former Mohler residence is an A-Frare wooden structure located on JEENE0
9@ This residence is tan in color with a dark brown roof. There is a garage located west of
the residence with two white in color aluminum door. There is a basketball goal located

Iretween the residence and the garage.

I am requesting that a search warrant be issued for the purpose of entering upon the
property located at SN ©:ics City, Missouri and for the purpose of |
11tting concrete in order to identify the box-shaped item beneath the basement floor of the
property formerly owned by Burrell E. Mohler Sr, wh:n tIus murder is said to have taken

[lace,

AFFIANT FURTHER, affiant saith naught.

Investigator Cind{ Schroer
Lafayette County Sheriff’s Department

subscribed and sworn to before me thm 12th day of November, 2009.

G, JUL\EWANS
-“-.."‘r(,~ ) Y, PU '-,_ My Cammiselan Expired
:“%'NUTW': 5 Mgt 18, 2011
Eonh BEALF e Lateyeite Lm\‘li‘i
“ R Gotmisgian #0754
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SEARCH WARRANT AUTHORIZING SEARCH FOR
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE -
{(Affidavit Made On Information And Belief)
(Sec. 542.271, 542.276 RSMo. 1994)

S TATE QF MISSOURL )
) 58,

(OUNTY OF LAFAYETTE )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF LAFAYETTE COUNTY, MISSOURI

THE STATE OF MISSOURI TO ANY PEACE OFFICER IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI:

WHEREAS an application in writing duly verified by oath has been filed with the
undersigned Judge of this court stating upon information and belief that the following
pursons, places or things:

1. Human remains, including but not limited to bones, hair, teeth, fibers, blood or
any other trace evidence.

2. Any other evidence involved or connected with the allegation of 2 homicide

ar ¢ believed to be present or Jocated in the following described place'in the County aforesaid
to-wit:

Property Jocated at GGG s Ciry, Missour, also described as
JNE S - SR W 1 former Mohler residence is an A-
Frame wooden structure located on WM This residence is tan in color with a dark
brown roof. There is a garage located west of the residence with two white in color

aluminum door

WHEREAS, the Judge of this Court from the sworn allegations of said complaint and
from the supporting written affidavits filed therewith has found that there is probable cause
t¢ believe the allegations ofthe complaint to be truc and probable cause for the issuance of a
scirch warrant herein.

NOW THEREFORE, these are to command you that you search the said premises
ahove described within ten days after the issuance of this warrant by day or night, and take
with you, :f need be, the power of your county, and, if said above described persons or items
be found on said premises by you, that you seize the same and take samc into your
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possession, making a complete and accurate inventory of the persons so taken by you, if that
v possible, and giving to such person a copy of this warrant, or, if no person be found,
l-aving said receipt and said copy upon the premises searched, and that you thereafter retum
the persons seized by you, together with a duly verified copy of the inventory thereof and
v ith your return to this warrant to this court to be herein dealt with in accordance with law,

Witness my hand and the.seal of this court on this YZ*~ day of e - )

21409, \_-[\: =g yn’/pm

<K$ S

Pfe@ Judge’
Lafayette County, Missour;
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RETURN AND INVENTORY

T, _Kqu /g LIS , being a peace officer within and for the aforesaid
:Zounty to-wit: Lafayette, do hereby make return to the above and within warrant as follows:
thaton /3 day of Mewerrid oy , 2009, and within ten days after issuance of
said warrant, [ went to the location and premises described therein and searched the same for
the articles described therein, and that upon said premises, I discovered the following articles
eseribed in the warrant which T then and there took into my possession (here inventory of

property taken)
A JGrs  of sd T Frem o 4y AVt e

‘1) that I made this inventory in the presence of the person from whose possession I took said

articles;
(17} that there was no person present from whose possession said article were taken;1

() I delivered to the person in possession of said articles a receipt for the articles taken,
together with & copy of this warrant;

(1} there being no person present on said premises in possession of said articles [ left a copy
or'this warrant with a receipt for the articles taken, ina conspicuous place on said premises;]

that [ have now placed said article so taken in the possession of this court,

_ﬁ&-o_\?-. /:S}ﬁi-f_{‘,f}”fu

'{.4..-- .
Subscribed and swom to before me this /67 day _ﬂﬁ"i‘-ﬁf-‘wﬁf’k. , 2009,

- _MLa.rn /@ —
| %ﬂ/ f.?éﬂufg

Clerk Court

1 strike out inapplicable alternatives
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APPLICATION FOR SEARCH WARRANT

AVEREMAN

W = o ‘ [5
"TATE OF MISSOURI ) | e PR TTET

: ) &s.
HOUNTY OF LAFAYETTE )

I, Kellie Wingate Ritchie, Lafayeite County Prosecuting Attorney, and Applicant
herein, being duly sworn, appears now before the undersigned Judge authorized to issue
\Warrants in criminal cases and makes this Application in support of the issuance of a Search
Warrant, to scarch the following described person, place or thing: ‘

Froperty locared at SN, G- s City, Missouri, 64011, including
1o sections located at NN GENNEN - MR W An A-frame

waooden residence is located on MMM This residence is tan in color with a dark brown
ra0f. There is a cellar attached to the residence by way of a crawl space between the cellar
¢nd the basement of the residence. A garage is located west of the residence with two white
111 ¢color aluminum doors, There is a basketball goal located between the residence and the .
g«rage. West of the residence there is a pasture approximately 1/8 of a mile wide followed
t v a tree line which 15 also on the property. WM is listed as being 31.25 acres. SN

o is 10.87 acres. This area is curtently owned by JEENNGSEEEENRR, v o is nol a suspect,
bat was owned by Buirell E. Mohler Sr. at the time a murder was said to have taken place.

and to there search for and seize and make return thereof, 2ccording to law, the fo]lowing
person, place or thing, to wit;

1. Human remains, including but not limited to bones, hair, teeth, fibers, blood or
any other tracc evidence.

2. Clothing, jewelry or other personal items found buried on the property or in the
ccllar and adjoining crawl space of the residence.

3. Any weapons, including knives and/or shovels, or any other evidence of a strugglé
4, Blindfolds and/or materials that could have been used as blindfolds |
5. Mason jars and any writings found in or around those jars

6. Any other evidence involved or conmected with the allogation of a homicide
Applicant being duly swotn deposes and states that the facts and circumstances stated

to him as a prosecutorial official authorized to seek a search warrant as herein requested
which constitute sufficient probable cause for the issuance of a scarch warrant under Section,
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142.271.1, R.8.Mo., are as follows:

See affidavit of Detective Ray Burns, Lafayette County Sheriff’s Department, attached
hereto and incorporated herein in its entirety. .

Wherefore this affiant prays that a search warrant for the scarch of the sbove
Jlescribed person, place or thing and the seizure of the above described property, things be

rssued by this court as herein requested.

e

| . rid S

[ TR
‘)

Kellie Wingate Ritchie
Prosecuting Aftorncy
County of Lafayette

JULIE TVANZ
Y ?F%, My Coxnmissinn ketes
--‘-‘ AR, "’ i 16 011
—sp. SEAL Lafayatia Creine

7 pf ) cum]mtnn#uuﬂ r
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FILED
NOV -9 2008
S TATE OF MISSQURI ) DEANA AVERE TN
} s5. ‘ LAFAYETTE GO, CIFGUIT GLERK

(COUNTY OF LAFAYETTE }
AFFIDAVIT

[, the undersigned affiant, Cynthia L. Schroer, after having been first duly sworn, do
stiate and swear upon oath as follows:

1. On the date of October 7, 2009, I received a 36 pege report from three
witnesses whe stated that they had observed scveral murders that took place in
Lafayette County and Jackson County in the state of Missouri. The three

witnesses arc identified as WNERNGEEENEE SRR, 0"
U || of thesc witnesses are biological sisters. This search

warrant request pertains to a murder that took place in Lafayette County Missowri

on the property located at_, Bates City, Missouri, 64011,

that occurred on or about April 1988,

2. According o ERR she, her sisters-é.nd'-wcrc driven to the.
Independence Shopping Center located in Independence Missouri where they:
observed a man get into his vehicle after leaving the Independence Shopping
Center. Their father, Burrell E. Mohler Jr., was driving the vehicle. :
stated that her father followed the victim to his residence which was an older
residence with the driveway on the left side of the residence. Burrell Mohler Jr.
instructed his daughters to get out of their car and JESEGEP told the victim
that her father was having a heart attack and they needed his help. The victim
went 1o the passenger seat to take a look at Burrell Mohler Jr. The victim goton’
his knees to lean toward thcir father inside the vehicle. Their father was leaning
back in the seat holding his heart and making groaning sounds. When the victim
leaned in close enough their [ather wrapped his arm around the victim’s neck and
subdued him very quickly. Burrell Mohler Jr. told his daughters to get into the
back seat of their vehicle, In a statement written by (NS TR
R dcscribed the victim as being 6'2” and wej glw:c’l about 300 pounds and
the man Jooked to be in poor health. ‘

3. S 5t (=d that thejr father made them p[ace blindfolds over their eyes
so they would not know where they were going. After they had driven for an
undetermined period of time, Burrell Mohler Jr, stopped the vehicle and had his °
daughters get out of the vehicle telling them to hold cach other’s hands and walk
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until they reached a stopping point. G aed that her blindfold was very.
tight however she raised her blindfold and observed their grandfather’s A-frame
house and realized they were on their grandfather’s farm in n wooded arca. Ina
statement written by ‘SRR shc stated that this event took place in the
woods behind Burrell Mohler Seniors farm which is located ot SRR

ER Gates City, Missouri.

4. Burrell Mohler Ir. told his daughters that once he let the victim go, he would
kill them unless they killed him first. Mr. Mohler gave his daughters knives to
stab the vietim with, When their father let the victim go. Mr. Mohler counted to
three and then all of his daughters were required-to attach the victim. Once the
victim was free, IR stated that she jumped on his back and tried to choke
him with her arm, The victim stood up very fast and knocked SENEEE to the
ground. Ms. WMstated that she was mad that the victim had hurt her and she
was scared that the victim would kill her or her sisters, SEEENRE: a1cd that she
jumped on the victim’s back and stabbed him repeatedly in the back. YNNG
stated that her father stabbed the victim on the front part of his body which
resulted in the death of the victim. Onee the victim was dead, their father propped
the victim’s body up against possible a tree and asked WS and her sisters if
they wanted to stab the vietim’s fact. Burrell Mohler Jr. had Wi st:b the
victim in his face after had had already died. After the victim was killed. Burrel]
Mohler Jr. told his danghters that they had.to bury the victim and he foreed his
daughters to help him dig a grave and the victim’s body was then placed in the

grave. In separate statements, JENEENIR =0 c SRR <= ¢ that this

event took place in April 1988.

5. Inan interview on 10/29/09, W statcd that while digging on the
property of the Mohler farm in Bates City, he found jars containing hand written
letters that had been written by his sisters. According to SR, thc idca as
told to him by his sisters was that if something bad or unpleasant happened to
them, they could write the event down and place the paper in a jar and then bury
the jar in the ground and the bad thing would ga away. WA :i:tcd that
he buried the jars back into the ground as he had found them and the jars and their
contents should still be on the property.

6. At the time this murder was reported to have taken place, the property was
owned by Burrell E. Mohler Sr. who is the father of Burrell E. Mohler Jr. Burrell
E. Mohler Sr. purchased this property and the deed for the property wes recorded
on March 22, 1974, This property was owned by Busrell E. Mohler Sr. unti] July
19, 2995 when it was sold to Burrell E. Mohler Jr, This property is currently

owned by NN, /\ccording to the Lafayette County
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Assessor’s Office, the two sections fonmerly owned by Burrell E. Mobler Sr. are
located at NEENGGEGE R SR S Thc former Mobler
residence is an A-Frame wooden structure located on YR This rosidence is
tan in color with a dark brown roof. There is a garage located west of the
residence with two white in color aluminum door, There is a basketball goal
located berween the residence and the garage. West of the residence there is a
pasture approximately 1/8 of a mile wide followed by a tree line which is also on
the property. NN s listed as being 31.25 acres. VNN is 19.87 acres.

This search warrant request includes all of the area currently owned by GElNER
SN :d formerly owned by Burrel] E. Mohler Sr. at the time this murder
was said to have taken place.

7. Tinterviewed WSS i1 Provo Utzh on October 29, 2009,

During this interview, Ms. ‘SR stated that as a child, she remembered
sceing another child that was confined 1o the cellar of the Mohler farm locatad at
N ©:tcs City, Missouri, Ms. ‘SR r:membered
seeing a female in a crawl space between the cellar and the basement of the
residence. IN an interview on November 4, 2009, Ms. SRR =tod that she
recalled her daughiers asking her if they had another sister that did not resjde with
the rest of the family. Ms.fjjiprovided a photograph of the crawl space inside
the former Mohler residence.

8. [ am requesting that a search warrant be issued for the property formerly owned
Gy Burrell E. Mohler Sr. when this murder is said to have taken place. The search
warrant is requested to include all of the property currently owned by Mr. Russell
Schmoeger including the grounds around the residence, the cellar and adjoining
craw] space, pasture and wooded area on the property at the address located at

_ Bates City, Missouri,

Al FIANT FURTHER, affiant saith paught,

Investigatér Cindy Schroer
Lafayette County Sheriff's Department

Subscribed and sworn to before mé this 9th\day of November, 2009.

JULIE EVANG

i

SO Ny Commission Explres
£, N, 2 Mareh 16, 201

o2 ORAL Sy Lalnyatio Cousity

'''''

"R OEE Gammiseian 407541181
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SEARCH WARRANT AUTHORIZING SEARCH FOR
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE .
(Affidavit Made On Information And Belief)
~ (Sec. 542.271, 542.276 R5Mo, 1994)

NTATE OF MISSOURT )
) 58,

{JOUNTY OF LAFAYETTE )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURY OF LAFAYETTE COUNTY, MISSOURI

'I'HE STATE OF MISSOURI TO ANY PEACE OFFICER IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI:

WHEREAS an. application in writing duly verified by oath has been filed with the
undetsigned Judge of this court stating upon information and belief that the following

Jersons, places or things:l

1. Human remains, including but not limited to bor‘i‘cs, hair, teeth, fibers, blood or
any other trace evidence, ‘

2. Clothing, jewelry or other personal items found buried on the property or in the
cellar and adjoining crawl space of the residence. :

3. Any weapons, including krives and/or shovels, or any other svidence of 2 struggle
4. Blindfolds and/or materials that could bave been used as blrodfolds |
5. Mason jars and any writings found in or around thosc jars

6. Any other svidén,ce involved or connected with t}lie: allegation of a homicide

a1:: believed to be present or located in the following described place in the County aforesaid
to- wit: ‘ ' ‘ ‘

Property located at “‘, Bates City, Missouri, 64011, including
two sections Jocated at SIS, G -7 SR Ao A-fame

wooden residence is locatéd on Partial 13. This residence is ‘tan in color with a dark brown
roof. There is a cellar attached to the residence by way of a crawl space between the cellar
an.| the basement of the residence, A garage is located west of the residence with two white
in volor aluminum doors. There is a basketba)l goal located between the residence and the
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narage. West of the residence thers is a pasture approximetcly 1/8 of a mile wide followed
Ly a tree line which is also on the property. MR is listed as being 31.25 acrcs. (R

@i 19.87 acres. This area is currently owned by S, 10 15 not a suspect,
lut was owned by Burrell E. Mokler Sr. at the time criminal acts were said to have taken

olage.

WHEREAS, the Judge of this Court from the sworn allegations of said complaint and
|"om the supporting written affidavits filed therewith has found that there is probable cause
iy believe the allegations of the complaint to be true and probable cause for the issuance of a
«:zarch warrant herein, ‘

NOW THEREFORE, these are to comunand you that you scarch the said premises
inhove described within ten days after the issuance of this warrant by day or night, and take
with you, if need be, the powet of your county, and, if said above described persons or items
be found on said premises by you, that you seize the same and takc same into your
J+ssession, making a complete and accurate inventory of the persons so taken by you, if that
bes possible, and giving to such person a copy of this warrant, or, if no person be found,
1. aving said receipt and said copy upon the premiges searched, and that you thereafter return
the persons seized by you, together with a duly verified copy of the inventory thereof and
with your return to this warrant to this court to be herein dealt with in gecordance with law.-
Wimess my hand and the seal of this court on this <%~ day of ) - ,
2009, VS g p.am. |

Az.Gu| -
Presiding Judge
Lafayette County, Missouri
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RETURN AND INVENTORY

I , being a peace officer within and for the afbresaid

' ‘ounty to-wit: Lafayette, do hercby make remumn to the above and within watrant as follows:

thaton /O dayof a8 b 6 2008, and within ten days after issuance of
~a1d warrant, ] went to the location and premises descnbed therein and searched the same for

1he articles described therein, and that upon said premises, I discovered the following articles

tescribed in the warrant which I then and there took into my possession (here inventory of

jroperty taken)

) GlesS FIRG eclan

5 Rong - Unknon 7yC
3 et crach? card
y Eyc LSS RS
¢ shot[ReCT SHC
. Brokon 948 S e
{n1) that I made this i mvcmory in the presence of the person from whose pcssessmn I took said

articles;
() tha.t there was no person present from whose possesswn Sﬂ.'ld article were faken;1

{1) I delivered to the person in possession of said articles a receipt for the articles taken,
trgether with a copy of this warrant;

(1) there being no person present on said premises in possessmn of said articles I left a copy
ol'this warrant with a receipt for the articles taken, in a conspicuous place on said premises; I

that I have now placed suid article so taken in the possession of this court.

b’?ﬁ-f}., BMO’V[
Subscribed and sworn to before me this _/éinfk déy /ZﬁTW”f'Méﬂ , 2009,
_LS3 am/pm. |
<
' 7 /5,,(" . fd.”?“'-é{g,
Clerk . Court

1 ~trike out inapplicable alternatives



