Dar Brothers

On November 23, 2009 [took the State of Maryland's deal to end the case against me
which has been: reging on for six years. It was the most difficult decision I have had fo
make in my entire life because, even though I am innocent of these allegations, the deel
would reguire me 1o allow the Stats to find me guilty of them ... with out ever proving
there case against me. In fact, I'would not be ellowsd to say enything when the Stete read
the allegations in court. Iwill, bowever, be allowed to refuts them In writing and have
my comments incleded in my file. I will be given a suspended sentence and five years of
supervised probetion aud five yoars of unsupervised probation.

So, if 1 am inmmocent, why would 1 acce| ¢ this deal? Simpls, the cese came down to my
word against Rein’s word. These is 10 vwvidence to prove if one way or the other, The
sinuple foct, my lewyer said, is thet "eve though your infentions end actions with Rain’s
were innocent and harmless, it would loak suspicious to & jury aud in today’s climate,
they most probably would not believa you ™ One has to also assume ther e jury will be
more inclined to sympathize with the kid end not with you, given the history of priests
facing these allegations in the news thess dyys. You aleo have to essume, that during the
3 or 4 days of trial, SNAP will be controlliny the newspapers and television in the erea
with negative information about you end the ; ory will have heard or read thace version of
this case, Tt will be difficult to win and if not 211 12 jury members come back saying your
innocent, the judgs will call & mistrig] and we vl start all over agein with & dew triai,

This is the way it bas been fiom the begloning.  The law says you are noocent until
proven gailty, but in thes= cases that simply is not true ... you sre guilty until proven
immocent. SNAP is 2 vigilantly group that usss the newspapers and the internet to
convict every priest facing these kinds of allegations in the court of public opinion. I have
remsinad quiet over fhis time because I would heve preferred to have the law practiced in
the courts end not from the guttar, tryiog to sway public opinion. Aslcameto leam ...
in these kinds of cases... in today’s climete... it's not sbout the truth, ity about
perceptipns and INAP bas done an excelient job of j 2inting negative perception’s of
me, Solhad already been found guilty of this crime t 2fore ] ever got a single day in
omart. :

1 tcok the deal becauss I was not going to go tojail for a crime I did not commit. 1took
the deal to avold e public trial which would heve given SINAP another chance to create a
media circus which would serve no purposs but to embarrass the Church, the Order and
oy family. This drog addict hes destroyed my life and my ministry. [ am now facing the
task of trylng to rebuild what is'left of it
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